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In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  the  following  Works  have  appeared  in  Calcutta,  from 
the  pen  of  the  indefatigable  and  meritorious  Mr.  Gilchrist,  author  of  the  Hin- 
duftanee  Didlionary,  viz. 

A  New  THEORY  and  PROSPECTUS  of  PERSIAN 

VERBS, 

With  their  HINDUSTANEE  STNONIMES , 

In  Persian  and  English. 

To  which  is  prefixed,  a  Copious  INTRODUCTION,  wherein  Mr. 
Gilchrist  iliuftrates  the  Principles  of  his  Theory,  and  argues  with 
confiderable  ingenuity  on  the  Utility  that  he  conceives  may  refult 
from  its  Adoption. 

We  muft  refervean  account  of  this  Work  for  our  next  Volume.  In  the  mean  time, 
we  beg  to  announce  to  our  Readers,  that  500  Copies  of  it  are  expefte.d  in  England, 
by  the  next  Ships  from  Bengal,  and  that  Orders  for  it  will  be  received  by 

Mr.  J.  DEBRETT,  Bookfeller,  Piccadilly. 


Mr.  Gilchrist’s  other  Work  is  entitled, 

The  ANTI  -  JARGONIST, 

OR, 

A  Short  INTRODUCTION  to  the  HINDUSTANEE 

LANGUAGE, 

(Vulgarly,  but  erroneoufly,  called  the  Moors,) 

Comprifing  the  Rudiments  of  that  Tongue,  with  an  extenfive  VOCA¬ 
BULARY,  Englifh  and  Hinduftanee,  and  Hinduftanee  and  Englifh, 

Accompanied  with 

Some  plain  and  ufeful  Dialogues,  Tranflations,  Poems,  Tales,  Sac.  See.  with  a 
View  of  illuftrating  the  Whole  on  Praftical  Principles,  being  partly  an  Abridg¬ 
ment  of  the  Oriental  Linguift,  but  greatly  altered  and  improved,  embeliilhed 
with  the  Hinduftanee  Horal  Diagram. 
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PREFACE. 


In  delivering  this  Volume  to  the  Public, 

so  many  months  after  the  period  at  which 

* 

it  ought  to  have  appeared,  we  feel  con¬ 
siderable  solicitude.  Had  this  delay  arisen 
from  neglect  or  tardiness,  we  could  have  ex¬ 
pected  no  favour,  for  we  should  have  been 
without  any  excuse:  but,  as  it  proceeded 
from  a  concurrence  of  circumstances, 
which  it  was  wholly  out  of  our  power 
either  to  foresee  or  prevent,  we  hope  for 
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the  liberal  indulgence  of  our  Readers. 
Our  former  Volumes  were  not  published 
so  early  in  the  year  as  the  peculiar  na¬ 
ture  and  objects  of  the  work  required,  and 
as  we  could  ourselves  have  wished;  but, 
we  pledge  ourselves,  in  future,  to  publish 
punctually  in  the  month  of  January. 

It  has  been  observed  by  some  of  our 
Correspondents,  to  whose  opinions  we  are 
disposed  to  pay  great  deference,  that  we 
proceed  too  slowly  with  our  History,  and 
that  a  single  chapter  in  each  volume  is  in¬ 
sufficient.  Not  to  attend  to  this  remark, 

..  '\  r  *  /  r  >  , 

would  betray  a  degree  of  indolence,  or 
remissness,  of  which  we  are  unconscious : 
but  the  circumstances  above  alluded  to 
have  disabled  us,  this  year,  from  fulfilling 
our  intention  of  extending  the  historical 
department  to  two  chapters.  The  one 
which  we  here  present  to  the  Public, 

will 
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will  not,  however,  be  found  uninteresting, 
or  uninstructive.  It  embraces  one  of  the 
most  momentous  periods  in  the  annals  of 
India.  In  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  the  mighty  fabric  of  the  Mogul 
Government  had  attained  its  brightest 
eminence,  if  not  the  utmost  plenitude  of 
its  power  ;  and  at  that  time,  too,  com¬ 
menced  the  connection  with  England,  by 
which  it  was  destined  to  be  subverted.  To 
unfold  the  principles  on  which  the  politi¬ 
cal  institutions  and  civil  policy  of  that  Go¬ 
vernment  veere  founded ;  to  view  the  modes 
in  which  these  were  practised,  and  to 
explain  the  effects  of  their  operation;  to 
shew  the  state  of  domestic  and  foreign 
commerce  in  India,  and  the  peculiar  max¬ 
ims  by  which  it  had  been  regulated  in  all 
ages;  and,  finally,  to  give  an  account  of 
the  manner  in  which  that  commerce  gave 

o 

birth  to  the  intercourse  with  England,  as 
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well  as  of  the  origin  of  the  India  Com¬ 
pany,  and  their  infant  establishments,  are 
subjects  which,  when  brought  into  one 
point  of  view,  and  placed  in  a  perspicuous 
light,  seem  well  adapted  to  attract  the 
public  attention,  and  to  promulgate  an 
important  part  of  that  useful  knowledge 
which  lies  scattered  over  several  hundred 
volumes,  inaccessible  to  common  readers, 
from  their  scarcity,  and  the  different  lan¬ 
guages  in  which  they  are  written,  and  re¬ 
pulsive  to  men  of  taste  and  talents,  from 
their  dryness  and  verbosity.  We  have 
made  it  our  business  to  consult  those 
volumes  with  scrupulous  attention,  and 
to  compare  the  facts  which  they  con¬ 
tain  with  those  which  we  ourselves  col¬ 
lected  both  in  India  and  England,  as 
well  from  unpublished  documents  as  oral 
information.  The  whole  of  our  materials 
have  been  derived  from  the  most  authentic 

sources ; 
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sources;  and  we  trust  the  learned  reader 

*  ♦  “  *'  .  *  \  \ 

will  find,  that  the  strictest  fidelity  has  been 
observed,  not  only  in  the  relation,  of  cir¬ 
cumstances  and  events,  but  in  the  view's 
which  have  been  taken  of  their  causes  and 
consequences. 

/ 

The  other  departments  of  this  volume 
contain  much  interesting  information,  as 
well  as  several  original  articles,  equally 
curious,  entertaining,  and  useful, 

4\ 

To  the  important  question  respecting 

# 

the  Private  Trade,  and  the  employment  of 
India-built  ships  for  the  purpose  .  of  carry¬ 
ing  it  on,  we  paid  the  most  diligent  atten¬ 
tion.  All  the  official  communications  that 
took  place  on  the  subject  between  the 
Commissioners  for  the  Affairs  of  India  and 
the  Court  of  Directors,  in  the  course  of  the 
year  1801,  are  inserted  in  a  connected  se- 
>  b  3 


ries; 


PREFACE. 


VM 

ries ;  and  the  Debates  on  it,  both  in  Par- 

•* 

i  9  f  .  . 

liament  and  at  the  India-House,  are  given 
in  detail. 

Having  determined,  from  motives  of 
convenience,  as  well  as  by  the  advice 
of  a  great  number  of  our  Subscribers, 
not  only  to  make  some  reduction  in  the 
size  of  our  volumes,  but  to  confine  the 
different  departments  of  the  work  within 
certain  limits,  we  were  obliged,  in  our 
Account  of  Books,  to  postpone  a  review  of 
some  of  the  most  interesting  publications 
of  the  year.  According  to  the  plan  we 
have  adopted  for  reviewing  works  of  con¬ 
spicuous  merit,  each  publication  neces¬ 
sarily  occupies  a  considerable  space  ;  as  we 
give  a  full  and  complete  analysis  of  its 
contents,  together  with  illustrations  where- 
ever  any  part  admits  of  embellishment,  or 
die  manner  in  which  the  author  has  treat¬ 
ed 
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ed  it,  requires  to  be  elucidated  or  explain¬ 
ed  :  And,  when  we  find  occasion  to  differ 
from  an  author,  our  remarks  are  often  co¬ 
pious,  because  we  are  no  less  anxious  to 
prove  the  facts  we  advance  by  the  evidence 
of  the  best  authorities,  and  to  support  our 
opinions  by  logical  deductions  drawn 
from  the  established  principles  of  criti¬ 
cism,  than  to  qualify  our"'  strictures  by 
the  most  liberal  construction,  and  invari¬ 
ably  to  temper  them  with  moderation. 
This  plan  appears  to  us  so  well  calculated 
to  promote  the  interests  of  Asiatic  Litera¬ 
ture  and  Science,  and  to  enable  the  Public 
to  form  correct  notions  on  Indian  affairs, 
that  we  cannot  depart  from  it  on  account 
of  any  partial  considerations. 

Of  the  general  aspect  of  Political  Affairs 
in  Asia,  in  regard  to  the  continuance  of 
peace,  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  a  few 

b  4  '  words. 


X 


PREFACE. 


\ 


words.  The  conclusion  of  the  war  in  Eu-* 
rope,  and  the  glorious  termination  of  the 
campaign  in  Egypt,'  have  completed  the 
restoration  of  that  tranquillity,  of  which 
the  Mysorean  conquest  laid  the  foum 
dation.  There  is  no  immediate  pro^ 
spect  of  any  interruption  to  the  general 
peace  which  has  been  thus  established. 
The  gigantic  power  which  the  British 
empire  in  India  has  acquired,  renders  her 
the  arbitress  of  that  part  of  Asia  where 
hostilities  are  chiefly  to  be  apprehended  ; 
and  as  peace  is,  at  present,  particularly 
conducive  to  her  most  essential  interests, 
all  her  vast  influence  will  be  exerted  to 
preserve  it. 


XiOxooN,  July  26,  1800. 
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CHAP.  III. 


Recapitulation  of  the  Subjects  of  the  Firjl  and  Second  Chapters — Obfer nations  on  the  Con* 
fitution  of  the  Mogul  Empire ,  and  on  the  Political  and  Commercial  State  of  India ,  at 
the  Beginning  of  the  Seventeenth  Century'— An  Account  ef  the  early  Intercourfe  between 
Great  Britain  and  India— the  Origin  of  the  Englijh  Eaf  India  Company — the  Firjl 
^Charter  granted  to  that  Company  by  fpueen  Elizabeth — Ehe  Arguments  againf  the  India 
Erode  and  the  Efablifbment  of  an  CKclufi-ve  Company  ^  with  the  Replies  to  thefc  Argu¬ 
ments — the  jirfl  Eroding  Voyages  to  India  by  the  Company ' s  Ships — Ehe  Emhajfy  of 
Sir  Ehotnas  Rowe  to  the  Court  of  Jebangecr ,  the  Emperor  of  Hindufan — the  Efa- 
hlifjmeut  of  Englijh  Factories  in  different  Parts  of  India  during  the  Reigns  of  that 
Prince ,  and  f  his  Cotemporary ,  fames  the  Firf  of  England \ 

IN  the  preceding  chapters  we 
brought  down  our  hiflory  to 
the  clofe  of  the  fixteenth  century. 

We  introduced  it  by  furveying 
the  ftate  of  ancient  Hinduftan, 
with  regard  to  religion,  civil  go¬ 
vernment,  laws,  manners,  arras, 
commerce,  arts,  fciences,  and  lite¬ 
rature  ;  fo  that  a  juft  and  diftinCf 
notion  might  at  once  be  formed  of 
thefe  important  particulars.  This 
introduction  we  followed  by  a  con¬ 
nected  feries  of  every  well  authen¬ 
ticated  public  event  in  the  civil 
hiftory  of  the  empire,  from  the 
earlieft  ages  to  the  death  of  Akbar  ; 

Vy  a  view  of  the  commercial  in- 
YOL.  9, 


tercourfe  between  India  and  Eu¬ 
rope,  previous  to  the  difeovery  of 
the  paftage  by  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  ;  and  by  a  concife  account  o£ 
the  rife  and  progrefs  of  the  Portu- 
gueze  eftablifhments,  together  with 
a  developement  of  the  caufes  of 
their  deelenfion.  We  now  pro¬ 
ceed  to  call  the  attention  of  our 
readers  to  itill  more  interefting  to¬ 
pics. 

The  political  fituation  of  Hindu- 
ftan,  at  the  beginning  of  the  feven- 
teenth  century,  has  been  noticed  in 
our  view  of  the  reign  of  Akbar. 
But  before  we  enter  upon  the  prin¬ 
cipal  fubjeCI  of  this  chapter,  it 

£  feems 
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feems  eftential  to  make  our  readers 
fully  acquainted  with  the  con¬ 
dition,  not  only  of  the  continent, 
hut  of  the  i hands  of  India,  both 
in  refpedt  to  politics  and  com¬ 
merce,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
direft  trade  between  thefe  countries 
and  England. 

At  the  death  of  Akbar,  in  1605, 
his  dominions  extended  from  the 
Tibet  mountains  on  the  north,  to 
the  provinces  of  Vifiapur  and  Gol- 
conda  on  the  fouth  ;  and  from  the 
confines  of  Aracan,  Meekly,  Af¬ 
fairs,  and  Bootan,  on  the  eaft,  to 
the  river  Attock  and  Cabuliftan  on 
the  weft.  This  vaft  territory  com¬ 
prehended  the  fineft  and  richeft 
countries  in  India.  It  confided  of 
one  hundred  and  five  provinces, 
and  two  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  thirty-feven  diftricts.  With 
a  view  to  the  better  government 
of  his  extend ve  empire,  to  me- 
iiorate  the  condition  of  his  fub- 
jedts,  and  thereby  to  advance  the 
general  prosperity,  Akbar  divided 
bis  dominions  into  fifteen  fubahs, 
over  each  of  which  he  appointed  a 
fubahdar  or  yiceroy.  The  names 
of  thefe  fubahs  were,  Delhi,  Agra, 
Allahabad,  Oude,  Agimer,  Ah- 
medabad,  Bahar,  Bengal,  Cabul, 
Lahore,  Multan,  Malwa,  Berar, 
Kandeifti,  and  Ahmednagur.  The 
empire  thus  divided,  was  governed 
nearly  on  the  fame  principles  as 
the  ancient  Hindu  hates,  though 
the  emperor  ruled  with  a  much 
more  abfolute  fway  than  the  Hin¬ 
du  kings ;  for  he  had  not,  like 
them,  an  arbitrary  fyilem  of  reli¬ 
gion,  interwoven  with  the  civil 
code,  and  a  domineering  hierarchy, 
who  by  that  code  was  placed  above 
the  prince  in  the  order  of  fociety, 
confhntly  -operating  as  a  check  on 
his  confeience,  and  thereby  reftrain- 
ing  him  in  the  commihion  of  ty¬ 
rannical  ads.  Akbar  inherited 


from  his  ancehors  on  the  throne  of 
Delhi,  a  power  in  every  refped 
unlimited  and  uncontrolable  ;  but 
it  was  his  glory  to  exercife  that 
power  according  to  the  immutable 
and  eftablifhed  maxims  of  univer- 
fal  juftice.  Though  he  poffeffed  in 
an  eminent  degree  all  the  qualifi¬ 
cations  of  a  great  warrior,  hi-s  turn 
of  mind  inclined  him  to  promote 
the  peaceful  arts,  and  to  encourage 
induftry  amongfl  his  fubjeds.  In 
the  dominions  which  he  conquered, 
as  well  as  in  thofe  which  he  held  by 
inheritasce,  he  reftored  the  Hindus 
not  only  to  the  free  exercife  of  their 
religion,  but  to  many  of  their  civil 
rights.  In  treating  of  the  ancient 
Hindu  governments,  we  have  al¬ 
ready  fhewn  that  the  prince  was 
the  abfolute  and  foie  proprietor  ©f 
the  foil ;  that  the  land  through¬ 
out  his  dominions  was  apportioned 
in  fmall  allotments  to  the  hufband- 
man,  by  whom  it  was  cultivated, 
which  allotments  they  held  by  per¬ 
petual  hereditary  leafes ;  that  the 
grofs  produce  of  rhe  foil  conftituted 
the  revenues  of  the  ftate,  and  that 
one  fixth  part  only  of  that  produce 
had  from  immemorial  cuftom  been 
demanded  by  the  prince.  Of  this 
proportion  of  the  grofs  produce 
part  was  paid  in  kind,  and  part  in 
money.  The  ftate  of  landed  pro¬ 
perty  in  Hinduftan  continued  nearly 
the  fame  for  the  ftrft  three  centuries 
after  the  Mahommedan  conquefts. 
The  Ghiznian  princes  were  rude 
and  ferocious  fanatics,  who  over¬ 
run  rather  than  fubdued  the  weftern 
provinces,  and  whofe  (hort- lighted 
avarice  never  looked  beyond  the 
immediate  plunder  of  moveable  pro¬ 
perty.  Inftead  of  taking  poflef- 
lion  of,  they  deftroyed  the  fources 
by  which  alone  they  could  have  fe~ 
cured  to  themfelves  real  wealth  and 
permanent  power.  Whenever  they 
wanted  a  fuppiy  of  money,  they 

plundered 
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plundered  the  fnanufadurers,  mer¬ 
chants  and  peafantry,  and  laid  wade 
the  diftrids  contiguous  to  the  royal 
reftdence.  Under  fetch  circum- 
dances,  nothing  but  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  fertility  of  the  country  j  and 
the  indefatigable  induftry  of  its  na¬ 
tive  inhabitants,  could  pofiibly  have 
prefer ved  it.  from  total  ruin. 

After  the  eflablifhment  of  the 
Afghan  dynafty  in  Hindustan,  the 
Hindus  appear  to  have  been  fome- 
what  lefs  feverely  oppreffed.  The 
princes  of  that  race,  though  not  lefs 
cruel  or  avaricious,  were  infinitely 
more  politic  than  their  prcdeceffors. 
They  law  the  abfurditg  of  dripping 
their  conquered  fubjeds  of  the 
whole  of  their  property,  and  in  ef¬ 
fect  defeating  their  own  object,  by 
precluding  them  from  having  any 
property  to  pillage  in  future.  Thefe 
princes  therefore  exuded  heavy  tri¬ 
butes  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
provinces  they  had  fubdued  :  with¬ 
out  fixing,  however,  any  mode  or 
rate  of  payment,  or  edablifhing 
any  fort  of  iyfter'natic  arrangement. 
They  made  no  appropriation  of 
any  part  of  the  lands  in  their  do¬ 
minions,  except  the  provinces  of 
Delhi,  and  the  Duab  In  thefe 
the  Hindu  hufbandmen  were  re¬ 
quired  to  convert  into  money  the 
greateft  part  of  the  grofs  produce  of 
’their  farms,  which  money  was 
colleded  by  the  choudries  or  col¬ 
lectors,  and  by  them  paid  into  the 
royal  treafury. 

The  fird  Mahommcdan  monarch 
who  made  any  change  in  the  poli¬ 
tical  economy  of  Hinduilan,  was 
Alla-ud-deenj  whole  reign,  institu¬ 
tions,  and  pcrfonal  charader,  have 
been  already  noticed*  After  cauf- 
ing  an  accurate  Purvey  to  be  made 
of  all  the  provinces  in  his  domi¬ 
nions,  lie  direded  the  Hindu  col- 


ledors  to  make  eflimates  of  the  va¬ 
lue  of  the  grofs  annu  :1  produce  of 
the  land  in  every  dill  rid  ;  one-*' 
half  of  the  whole  he  appropriated 
to  himfelf :  And  Feriihta  addsv 
(<t  that  he  reduced  the  chou¬ 
dries  to  the  level  of  the  clafs  ot 
ryots  ;  fo  that  thefe  opulent  col- 
ledors  might  not  throw  the  bur¬ 
den  from  themfelves  on  the  in- 
duftrious  farmers.  He  alfo  en- 
aded,  that  the  fees  received  by  the 
colledors,  as  perquifites  of  office,* 
fhould  in  future  be  paid  into  the 
royal  treafury. ”  This  heavy  im- 
poflq  but  ftill  more  the  alteration 
which  was  made  in  their  ancient 
cultoms,  reduced  the  peafantry  td 
mifery  anddefpair;  the  cultivation 
ot  the  lands  was  negleded ;  and 
many  of  the  opulent  ryots  in  the 
northern  provinces  abandoned  their 
houles  and  fled  to  the  woods.  Ac 
the  death  of  Alla,  this  deftrudive* 
fyftem  was  difeontinued  ;  but  the 
fame  rate  of  impoft  was  exaded^ 
with  more 'Of  lefs  rigour,  from  that 
period  till  the  acceilion  of  Firofe- 
Shah.  But  that  judicious  and  be¬ 
nevolent  monarch  nofooner  affumed 
the  reins  ot  government,  than  he 
remitted  a  great  part  of  the  affeffi- 
mentmadeby  Alla;  and,  by  many 
wife  and  falutary  regulations,- 
reftored  the  agriculture,  and  re¬ 
vived  the  commerce  cf  the  em¬ 
pire. 

ri  he  conquefl:  of  Tunur,  which 
took  place  about  ten  years  after  the 
death  ot  Firofe-Shah,  involved  the 
whole  country  in  anarchy.  Whe¬ 
ther  the  inflitutes  of  that  celebra¬ 
ted  prince  were  prepared  for  Hin- 
duftan  or  for  Perfia,  is  a  queflion  of 
little  importance,  as  they  never 
were  adopted  in  any  country; 
though  Akbar  indeed  appears  to 
have  profited  by  them  in  forming 
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his  plan  of  government.  From  the 
invafion  of  Timur,  until  the  reign 
of  Akbar,  the  information  which 
has  been  handed  down  by  Ferifhta, 
refpeCling  the  date  of  the  landed 
property,  is  very  imperfect.  It 
would  appear,  however,  that  though 
the  exaClions  which  were  made  by 
the  fovereign  were  immoderately 
^  high,  and  occafionally  enforced  with 
circumftances  of  the  moft  atrocious 
cruelty,  yet  trade  and  agriculture 
were  carried  on  by  the  induftrious 
Hindus,  according  to  their  ancient 
cudoms,  in  fpite  of  the  oppredion 
under  which  they  groaned.  None 
of  the  Muffulman  princes,  during 
that  period,  made  any  material  al¬ 
teration  in  the  date  of  property,  or 
in  the  mode  of  collecting  the  reve¬ 
nues.  Whild  the  royal  treafury 
was  regularly  kept  full,  they  were 
little  anxious  about  the  fources  from 
whence  it  was  fupplied. 

On  the  accedion  of  Akbar,  a 
fydem  of  moderation  was  imme¬ 
diately  adopted.  The  fird  ediCI 
that  was  idued  was  dri&ly  to  pro¬ 
hibit  the  exaction  of  peidicufh  or  tri¬ 
bute  from  the  farmers,  to  let  all  mer¬ 
chandize  pafs  toll  free,  and  to  forbid 
the  practice  of  recruiting  the  army 
by  force  from  amongd  the  Hindu 
labourers.  This  ediCt,  which  was 
rigidly  enforced,  and  followed  by 
others  of  the  fame  complexion,  in 
a  few  years  changed  the  face  of  af¬ 
fairs  over  the  whole  empire,  and 
paved  the  way  for  thofe  inftitu- 
tions  which  crowned  the  reign  of 
this  prince  with  a  juft  and  durable 
glory.  . 

Having  reduced  to  fubjeCtion  the 
Muffulman  governors  of  the  pro¬ 
vinces,  who  had  revolted  from  the 
authority  of  the  imperial  govern¬ 
ment,  Akbar  made  that  political 
divifion  of  the  empire  which  has 
been  defcribed*  In  forming  the 


new  regulations  for  the  internal 
government  of  the  fubahs,  for  af- 
fefting  the  land-rents,  and  for  col¬ 
lecting  the  revenues,  which  he  fub- 
fequently  eftablidied,  he  called  in 
the  afliftance  of  Rajah  Tudor  Mull,, 
a  Hindu  of  the  Cfhatriya  tribe, 
who  was  diftinguifhed  throughout 
Hinduftan  as  a  confummate  ftates- 
man  and  financier.  His  employing 
this  eminent  man  in  affairs  of  fo 
much  importance,  not  only  evinces 
his  own  fagacity,  but  alfo  the  great 
refpeft  which  he  paid  to  the  opi¬ 
nions  and  prejudices  of  his  Hindu 
fubjeCts,  who  formed  nine- tenths  of 
the  people  in  his  dominions  :  and 
many  of  the  regulations  which  he 
adopted  by  his  advice,  correfpond 
both  with  the  principles  and  prac¬ 
tice  of  the  conftitutional  law  of  the 
ancient  Hindu  dates.  But  while 
he  granted  to  the  Hindus  an  un¬ 
limited  religious  toleration,  and 
fecured  to  them  their  hereditary 
and  prefcriptive  immunities  in  re¬ 
gard  to  property,  he  maintained,  in 
ail  criminal  matters,  the  entire  fu- 
premacy  of  the  Mahommedan  ju- 
rifprudence.  According  to  his  po¬ 
litical  inftitutes,  there  was  efta- 
blifhed  in  every  province  of  the 
empire  a  fyftemadc  order  and  regu¬ 
larity,  not  only  in  executing  the 
affairs  of  government,  but  in  the 
adminiftration  of  juftice.  Each  fu- 
bah  or  province  was  governed  by  a 
fubahdar  or  fepahfillar,  who  was 
the  immediate  reprefen tative  of  the 
emperor*  The  fubahdar  received, 
along  with  his  appointment,  writ¬ 
ten  inftruftions,  wherein  he  was 
particularly  required  to  make  the 
happinefs  of  the  people  the  grand 
and  primary  objeCt  of  his  atten¬ 
tion  ;  for  on  their  happinefs  de- 
pended  the  profperity  of  the  date. 
He  was  likswife  inftruded  to  con- 
fider  a  knowledge  of  the  difpofi- 
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tions  of  men,  and  a  rigid  adherence 
to  the  principles  of  jullice,  as  the 
firmell  bafis  of  his  power. 

Under  the  fubahdar  there  was 
an  officer  called  foujdar,  who  had 
the  fuperin tendance  of  feveral  dif- 
tritts,  and  whofe  particular  duty 
was  to  fee  tile  orders  of  the  fubah¬ 
dar  put  in  execution  by  the  dif¬ 
ferent  Subordinate  officers  of  the 
province. 

The  cazy  and  meer  adul,  the 
two  judges  of  the  Mahommedan 
court  of  civil  and  criminal  law, 
were  next  in  confideration  to  the 
foujdar.  The  cazy  tried  caufes ; 
and  the  meer  adul  palled  Sentence. 
Before  them  all  criminal  actions 
within  their  refpeiftive  province 
were  tried  and  determined;  and  like- 
wife  all  civil  fuits  between  Mufful- 
men,  or  between  a  Mulfulman  and 
a  Hindu  :  but  litigations  between 
the  Hindus  themfelves  were  al¬ 
ways  referred  to  the  decifion  of  two 
pundits,  who  tried  and  adjudged 
them  according  to  the  ordinances  of 
the  Hindu  law. 

The  police  of  each  province  was 
fo  well  regulated,  and  fo  flrictly 
enforced,  that  travellers  might  pals 
from  one  part  of  the  country  to 
another,  at  ail  times,  either  in  the 
day  or  night,  without  any  fear  of 
moleftation  ;  and  even  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood  of  large  towns,  depreda¬ 
tions  were  very  rarely  committed. 
This  great  degree  of  Security,  in  re¬ 
gard  to  perfons  and  property,  refuit- 
cdfrom  the  peculiar  vigilance  and  vi¬ 
gour  with  which  the  office  of  mailer 
of  the  police  was  conduced.  A 
cutwall,  or  mailer  of  the  police,  was 
appointed  by  the  emperor  to  each 
province  ;  and  this  officer  was  held 
refponlible  to  deliver  up  to  juilice 
every  one  who  fhouid  be  guilty  of 
an  illegal  adl  within  his  jurisdic¬ 
tion  :  and  when  any  theft  was 
Committed,  he  was  made  anfwer- 
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able  for  the  Iofs  fuliained  by  the 
perfon  from  whom  the  goods  were 
llolen,  if  he  did  not  fucceed  in  ap¬ 
prehending  the  culprit.  But  as 
this  regulation  was  made  with  a 
view  to  difeover  the  offender,  ra¬ 
ther  than  to  pu'nifh  the  officer  of 
police,  it  was  likewife  enabled, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  dillrhfi 
in  which  any  robbery  was  com¬ 
mitted  fhouid  be  obliged  to  pay  to 
the  cutwall  the  full  amount  of  his 
lofs,  if  they  did  not  difeover  either 
the  thief,  or  the  goods  he  had 
llolen.  By  this  means,  whenever 
any  robbery  happened,  there  was  a 
general  fearch  throughout  the  dif- 
trift,  and  the  offenders  feldom  or 
never  effefted  their  efcape.  The 
cutwall  kept  a  regular  regiiler  of 
all  the  houfes  in  every  town  in  the 
province,  and  of  the  people  by 
whom  they  were  inhabited.  The 
towns  were  divided  into  quarters; 
and  to  each  quarter  he  appointed 
an  officer  to  fuperin  tend  the  police* 
who  tranfmitted  to  him,  every 
month,  a  journal  of  every  the  moll 
minute  occurrence  which  happened. 
Belides  this  officer,  there  were  two 
others,  who  lived  feparately,  and 
were  altogether  unknown  to  each 
other,  affociated  to  watch  over  his 
conduct,  and  to  report  to  the  cut- 
wall  the  manner  in  which  he  dis¬ 
charged  the  fundlions  of  his  office. 
It  was  likewife  the  duty  of  the  cut- 
wall  to  fee  that  the  llreets  and  lanes 
in  the  towns,  and  that  the  public 
roads  leading  through  the  province, 
were  kept  in  repair.  Every  town  was 
guarded  at  night  by  armed  patroles, 
lome  compoftd  of  cavalry,  and  fome 
of  infantry,  fo  that  no  part  of  the 
public  fafety  was  left  unprovided 
lor.  This  rigorous  police,  though 
inconfillent  with  that  degree  of  per- 
fonal  liberty  which  every  civiliz¬ 
ed  community  fhouid  be  allowed  to 
epjoy,feems  nevertheless  conducive 
JB  3  3  to 
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to  moral  discipline,  and  to  the  ob- 
fer vance  of  virtuous  habits,  that 
even  with  its  feverity  it  deferves 
qur  admiration. 

The  complete  protection  which 
thefe  regulations  afforded  to  private 
property,  operated  as  a  powerful 
incentive  to  the  natural  induftry  of 
the  Hindu  people  ;  and  agriculture, 
manufactures,  and  commerce,  regain¬ 
ed  that  flourifhing  condition  which, 
before  the  Mahopamedan  conquer!, 
had  rendered  Hipduftan  the  mo! 
peaceful  and  opulent  of  nations. 

The  revenues  of  the!ate,  though 
much  greater  than  at  any  former 
period  in  the  hiflory  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  were  borne  by  the  hufband- 
men,  nqt  only  with  cafe,  but  chear- 
fulnefs ;  for  the  mode  in  which 
they  were  collected  held  out  fo 
many  encouragements  to  indufiri- 
ous  exertions,  that  the  land  was  im¬ 
proved,  and  thepeafantry  enriched, 
m  the  fame  proportion  that  the 
ftate  was  benefited.  During  the 
la!  twenty  years  of  Akbar’s  reign, 
the  revenue  amounted  to  thirty- 

six  MILLION  POUNDS  STERLING 
annually.  This  ins  men  fe  fum  was 
principally,  if  not  wholly,  drawn 
from  the  grofs  produce  of  the  land; 
for  the  few  taxes  levied  on  ar¬ 
ticles  of  merchandize  formed  but 
a  fmall  part  of  the  revenue.  It 
appears  frorq  the  affpffment  of  the 
lands  made  by  Tudor  Mull,  and 
prefer ved  in  the  Ayeen  Akbary, 
that  the  ryots  .paid  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  fomething  lefs  than  one-fourth 
of  the  produce  of  their  lands. 
This  at  lea!  was  the  average  rate 
at  which  they  were  a  defied  ;  (or  in 
feme  fircars  they  paid,  more,  in  fome 
lefs,  according  to  the  fertility  of  the 
land  they  occupied.  When  it  is 
confidered  that  this  was  the  only 
rent  paid  by  the  hufhandmen,  and 
that  no  other  tax  was  levied  on  tfiem 
bv  government,  it  will  appear  evi¬ 


dent  that  the  public  burthens  were 
extremely  light,  and  that  therefore 
an  annual  revenue  of  36,000,0001, 
was  perfectly  compatible  with  the 
profperity,  comfort,  and  happinefs 
of  the  people. 

This  circum!ance,  however,  is  in 
a  great  degree  to  be  attributed  to 
the  admirable  plan  which  was 
adopted  for  collecting  the  revenues. 
The  lands  of  every  diftridl  in  the 
empire  were  placed  under  the  charge 
of  an  aumil,  or  collector,  who  was; 
a  Muffulman  officer,  appointed  an¬ 
nually  by  the  fuhahdar  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  to  receive  the  land  rents  of 
the  government,  and  to  tranfmit 
them  to  thp  royal  treafury.  This 
officer  was  veiled  with  confiderable 
authority  ;  He  was  fpecially  in¬ 
fir  uCted  to  fuperintend  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  the  lands;  to  fee  that  the 
hufhandmen  were  indu!rious,  and 
that  no  part  of  their  farms  were  al¬ 
lowed  to  lie  fallow,  or  to  run  to 
wafle;  to  fiimulate  their  indufiry, 
byafnfting  them  not  only  with  fmall 
annual  loans  of  money,  but  like- 
wife  with  fuch  fums,  at  any  time, 
as  their  occafional  exigencies  might 
require  ;  and,  above  all,  to  colleCt 
the  revenues  with  kindnefs,  to  make 
the  collections  at  hated  periods, 
and  never  to  make  any  demands 
from  the  hufhandmen  before  their 
rents  became  regularly  due.  The 
aumil  was  afiified  in  the  execution 
of  his  duty  by  the  tepukchy,  or  ac¬ 
countant,  on  whom  he  depended  for 
all  accurate  information  in  regard 
to  the  financial  affairs  of  the 
difiriCt,  The  particular  province 
of  the  tepukchy  was  to  take  an 
account  of  the  medium  !ate  of 
the  revenues  for  ten  years,  both  in 
money  and  kind  ;  and  having  there¬ 
by  made  hi mfelf perfectly  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  exaCt  value  and  capa¬ 
bilities  of  the  lands  in  the  difiriCt, 
to  lay  before  the  aumil  the  whole 

detail 
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detail  of  the  information  he  had 
obtained.  He  was  alfo  to  Keep  an 
account  of  the  boundaries  of  the 
different  villages  ;  to  draw  out  a 
ffatement  of  the  wafte  and  arable 
land,  the  articles  of  cultivation,  the 
purgunnahs,  and  villages.  When 
he  had  completed  the  meafu  remen t 
of  a  farm  village,  he  was  to  draw 
out  the  proportion  at  which  each 
hufbandman  was  aiTeffed,  and  fpe- 
cify  the  adual  revenue  or  rent  to 
be  paid  by  the  village  to  govern¬ 
ment,  fo  that  the  aumil  might  have 
a  fixed  rule  by  which  to  regulate 
his  colledions,  He  was  befides  to 
keep  a  journal  .of  receipts  and  dif- 
burfements  under  every  name  and 
form  ;  and  at  the  end  of  every  month 
to  draw  out  an  account  from  this 
journal,  and  inclofe  it  under  the 
feal  of  the  aumil,  and  tranfmit  it  to 
the  fubahdar  of  the  province.  Along 
with  this  account  he  fent  the  rates 
of  exchange  of  mohurs  and  rupees, 
and  the  market  prices  of  every 
article :  -and,  at  the  end  of  every 
year,  an  abftrad  of  the  affeffment  of 
the  land  rents  was  tranfrnitted  to 
the  emperor.  The  tepukchy  was 
overlooked  in  the  exercife  of  his 
functions,  by  the  wakyahnavees,  or 
king’s  fecretaries,  two  of  whom  re¬ 
dded  in  each  diftrid. 

In  afTeffing  the  land  rents,  in  col¬ 
lecting  the  revenues,  and  in  making 
out  the  accounts  that  have  been 
mentioned,  the  aumil  and  tepukchy 
were  fupplied  with  the  requifite  in¬ 
formation,  and  a  {Tilted  in  all  the 
different  departments  of  their  duty 
by  the  zemindars  and  canungoos, 
who  were  the  native  Hindu  officers 
of  revenue,  and  whofe  offices,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Hindu  law,  were 
confide  red  as  hereditary.  The  ze¬ 
mindars  received  their  written  ap¬ 
pointments,  or  funnuds,  from  the 
king,  by  which  the  office  of  collec¬ 
tor  of  the  land  rents  was  conferred 
on  them  as  an  inheritance,  on  the 


7 

fpecial  condition  of  their  executing 
their  trull  with  zeal  and  fidelity. 
Along  with  their  appointments, 
they  received  certain  portions  of 
land,  called  nankar  lands,  which 
it  was  the  ancient  cuflom  of  the 
Hindu  princes  to  give  them  as  part 
of  their  official  allowances,  and  of 
which  they  were  veiled  with  the 
abfolute  proprietory  right,  by  the 
fame  tenure  that  they  held  their  ap¬ 
pointments.  The  portions  of  land 
which  were  thus  given  by  the  fo- 
vereign  to  the  zemindar,  were  very 
final!,  and  were  generally  intended 
as  a  provifion  for  his  family.  The 
cullomary  allowance  of  his  office 
was  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  rents 
which  he  colleded  for  government, 
and  the  productive  value  of  the 
nankar  lands  was  deducted  from 
this  allowance. 

Yet,  though  the  office  of  zemin¬ 
dar,  and  the  portion  of  land  at¬ 
tached  to  it,  were  bellowed  as  an 
inheritance,  it  was  neverthelefs  cuf- 
tornary  for  the  fovereign  to  difmifs 
zemindars  from  their  fituations,  and 
confequently  to  deprive  them  of  the 
nankar  lands,  upon  their  being 
found  guilty  of  any  fraudulent  or 
corrupt  practices,  or  even  of  any 
very  culpable  negligence  in  the 
execution  of  their  duty. 

The  duties  of  the  zemindar  are 
fpecifically  pointed,  and  exprefsly 
enjoined  in  the  funnod,  or  writ  of 
appointment.  His  bufmefs,  in 
refpeCt  to  government,  was  to  re¬ 
alize  the  rent  of  the  lands  at  the 
rate  annually  agreed  upon,  and  to 
coiled  the  other  revenues  of  the 
ltate  within  the  purgunnahs  (cer¬ 
tain  portions  of  a  diftrid)  of 
which  he  had.  rhe  fpecial  charge. 
His  duty,  in  refpect  to  the  ryots,  or 
hufbandtnen,  was  to  protect  them 
from  every  kind  of  injuftice,  and 
at  the  fame  time  to  pumfh,  by  pe¬ 
cuniary  amercements,  or  even  cor¬ 
poreal  chaflifcmentj  fach  of  them  as 

£  4  were 
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were  refractory  or  criminal.  All 
orders  of  the  fovereign  regarding 
the  ryots  were  delivered  to  them 
by  the  zemindars,  before  whom 
likewife  all  their  grievances  and 
complaints  were  laid :  So  that  he 
was  the  often fible  agent  of  govern¬ 
ment,  in  whatever  related  to  the 
revenues  of  the  ftate,  and  to  the 
rural  economy  of  the  country. 
But  as  Akbar  thought  it  unwife  to 
confide  entirely  to  the  agency  of 
Hindus  in  matters  of  fuch  ex  ten- 
five  importance,  he  appointed  an 
aumil  to  each  diftrift  in  the  empire, 
to  affift  in  the  collection  of  the  re¬ 
venues,  and  thereby  to  be  a  check 
on  the  conauCt  of  the  zemindars. 

The  canangoos  were  likewife 
Hindus,  and  their  appointments 
were  invariably  hereditary,  but 
fubjeCt  to  the  fame  limitations  and 
conditions  as  the  zemindary  te¬ 
nures  ;  that  is  to  fay,  they  were 
liable  to  be  difmifi'ed  at  the  option 
of  the  emperor,  and  always  were 
difmiiTed,  on  any  very  culpable  er¬ 
ror  being  proved  againft  them. 
Their  duty  was  to  furnifti  the  te- 
pukchy  with  the  whole  detail  of 
the  land  rents,  and  to  control  the 
zemindars  in  the  ftateraent  of  their 
revenue  accounts.  They  were  paid 
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by  government  for  thefe  ufefiil 
purpofes ;  and  there  was  one  in 
every  purgunnah. 

From  thefe  obfervations  on  the 
ftate  of  landed  property  in  Hindu- 
ftan,  in  the  reign  of  Akbar,  and 
on  the  revenue  regulations  eftab- 
lifhed  by  that  illuftrious  prince,  we 
prefume  our  readers  will  be  com¬ 
pletely  fatisfied,  that  the  fovereign 
was  the  sole  and  absolute  pro- 
prietor  of  all  the  lands  in  the 
empire,  except  certain  portions, 
which  he  himfelf  beftowed  on  a  few 
of  his  fubjeCts,  for  fpecial  purpofes, 
and  by  particular  grants.  It  appears 
to  us  indifputable,  after  confuking 
every  authority  *,  and  after  the 
moft  mature  deliberation  on  the  fub¬ 
jeCt,  that  the  proprietory  right  of 
the  foil  was  veiled  in  the  king, 
both  by  the  Hindu  and  the  Mufful- 
man  conftitutions  of  government : 
that  the  aClual  cultivators  of  the 
land  held  their  fmall  farms  imme¬ 
diately  from  the  king  by  perpetual 
hereditary  leafes,  on  thefpecific  con¬ 
dition  of  paying  to  him,  at  ftated 
periods,  either  in  money  or  in  kind, 
a  certain  proportion  of  the  annual 
produce  of  their  grounds :  that  be¬ 
tween  the  prince  and  the  huiband-, 
men,  there  were  no  intermediate  pro¬ 
prietors 


*  On  this  important  fubjefl,  we  have  principally  confulted  the  Inftitutes  of  Menu, 
as  tranflated  by  Sir  William  Jones;  and  a  Difquifition  on  the  property  in  the  Soif* 
introduced  into  the  Digell  of  Hindu  Law,  by  the  learned  Commentator  Jagannatha 
Tercapanchanana,  and  tranflated  by  Mr.  Colebrooke.  This  interefting  dilquifition 
proves  beyond  controverfy,  that,  by  the  ancient  conftitutional  law  of  Hinduftan,  the 
Rajah,  or  King,  was  the  foie  and  abfolute  proprietor  of  all  the  lands  in  his  dominions  ; 
and  that  the  hulbandmen  obtained  from  the  King  the  ufufruhtof  the  land  they  culti¬ 
vated,  on  condition  of  their  paying  him  one-fixth  part  of  the  grots  annual  produce 
thereof.  With  refpeft  to  the  (late  ol  property  under  the  Mogul  Conftitution,  we 
have  confulted  the  Inftitutes,  or  Political  Ordinances  of  Mahommed,  preferved  in 
the  Hedaya,  or  Guide  to  the  Muflulman  Laws;  the  Aycen  Akbarv ;  the  Akbar- 
nameh,  Ferifhta’s  Hiftories  of  Hinduftan,  the  Deccan,  and  Bengal;  the  Muntkhab  al 
ft  auric  of  Abul  Khadcr  Bedowm  ;  the  Remuzat  Alemgeeri ;  the  Fermauns  of 
Alemgeer ;  the  Sunnuds,  or  Writs  of  Appointment  to  Zemindars;  the  Gbierva- 
tions  of  the  accurate  and  intelligent  Bernier,  and  of  Manuchi,  ft  hevenor,  Tavernier, 
Herbert,  and  I  lery ;  alfo  the  Inftruftions  drawn  up  for  the  European  Supervifors 
of  the  Diurifls,  during  Mr.  Verelft  s  Government  of  Bengal  ;  Sir  john  Shore,  (now 
Lord  Teignmouth’s)  Minute  on  Zemindary  Tenures;  Rous’s  Differ  tatiou  on  Landed 
Property  in  Bengal ;  Grant  on  Zemindary  Tenures  ;  and  Mr.  Patten's  highly  in¬ 
genious  Differtation  on  the  Principles  of  Afiatic  Monarchies. 
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jprietors  whatever :  and  that  the 
zemindars,  who  have  been  fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  aftual  proprietors 
of  thofe  lands,  the  rents  of  which 
they  collected,  were  in  reality  the 
hereditary  fervants  of  the  prince, 
fpecially  appointed  by  him,  to  fu- 
perintend  the  hufbandmen  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  land,  and  to  col- 
left  from  them  the  rents  for  govern¬ 
ment. 

We  have  ft  a  ted,  that  the  grofs 
annual  revenue  of  the  Mogul  em¬ 
pire,  in  the  reign  of  Akbar,  amount¬ 
ed  to  36,000,0001.  fterling.  This 
was  the  eftimated  value  of  the  grofs 
produce  of  the  lands  as  collefted  in 
the  provinces,  together  with  the 
amount  of  fome  few  taxes,  which 
were  levied  on  certain  articles  of 
merchandize,  and  other  moveable 
property.  But  the  net  revenue, 
which  was  tranfmitted  in  cafh  to 
the  royal  treafury  at  Delhi,  did  not 
amount  to  more  than  20,000,0001. 
fterling;  for  the  civil  and  military 
eftablifhments,  the  expence  of  which 
was  very  considerable,  were  paid 
in  the  provinces  out  of  the  grofs 
colleftions. 

The  nature  of  the  civil  inftitu- 
tions  has  already  been  fufficiently 
explained.  The  military  eftablifh- 
rnent  of  the  empire  was  very  exten- 
five.  Befides  the  regular  army,  there 
were  large  bodies  of  irregular  troops 
belonging  to  every  diftrift,  and 
employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  cut- 
wails,  aumils,  and  zemindars.  Thefe 
were  called  the  zemindary  troops, 
and  are  faid  in  the  Ayeen  Akbary  to 
have  amounted  to  upwards  of  four 
millions  of  men.  This  immenfe  bo¬ 
dy  was  entirely  under  the  command 
ol  the  officers  ,of  revenue  and  police, 
and  was  chiefly  compofed  of  Hindus. 
From  thirty  to  forty  thoufand  men 
were  enrolled  in  each  diftrift  lor 
this  particular  fervice  ;  and  as  they 
were  never  fent  oat  of  the  diftrift 


to  which  they  belonged,  thefe  corps 
may  be  conftdered  as  a  fort  ©f  mili¬ 
tia.  Their  pay  was  very  fmall,  and 
they  received  it  principally  in  kind. 

The  regular  army  was,  for  the 
moll  part,  compofed  of  Muflulmen  : 
It  was  formed  of  440  munfubs,  or 
regiments,  in  each  ‘of  which  the 
number  of  men  was  proportioned 
to  the  rank  of  the  commander,  who 
was  called  a  munfubdar.  Every  mun- 
fub  confifted  of  two-thirds  cavalry, 
and  one-third  infantry.  The  three 
principal  munfubs  were  commanded 
by  the  emperor’s  fons.  The  firlt 
confifted  of  10,000  horfe,  and  5000 
foot ;  the  fecond,  of  8000  horfe 
and  4000  foot ;  and  the  third,  of 
7000  horfe  and  35  00  foot.  The 
munfubs,  commanded  by  the  omrahs 
and  emirs,  or  nobles,  confifted  each 
of  feven,  fix,  and  5  000  men,  in 
the  fame  proportion  of  cavalry  and 
infantry  ;  and  all  the  other  mun¬ 
fubs,  from  3000  to  200  each,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  rank  of  the  mun- 
fubdars.  The  whole  formed  an 
army  of  700,000  effeftive  men. 
The  cavalry  were  armed  with  long 
cutlafles :  one-fourth  only  of  the 
infantry  had  rauikets ;  the  remain¬ 
der  were  archers.  Each  munfub 
had  a  regular  eftablifhment  of  horfes, 
elephants,  camels,  mules,  bullocks, 
carts,  &c.  To  each  munfub  a  fmall 
train  of  artillery  was  attached;  and 
in  every  province  there  was  an  ar¬ 
tillery  eftablifhment, which  confifted 
of  100  pieces  of  iron  ordnance  and 
5000  men.  In  addition  to  this  vaft: 
army,  there  was  a  body  of  chofen 
infantry,  confiding  of  12,000  men, 
whofe  peculiar  duty  was  to  guard 
the  royal  palaces,  and  the  emperor’s 
perfon.  There  were  aifo  ten  corps, 
confiding  of  10,000  men  each, 
called  fhumfheerbaz  or  gladia¬ 
tors.  Some  of  thefe  corps  were 
armed  with  large  fhields,  and  long 
fwords,  which  they  managed 

with- 
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with  furprifing  dexterity  ;  others 
were  armed  with  fmali  fhields 
and  cudgels ;  others  with  poig- 
nards  and  daggers,  with  which 
they  did  confiderable  execution  in 
clofe  aCtion.  The  whole  army  was 
formed  into  twelve  grand  diviiions, 
each  of  which  ,  in  time  of  peace,  was 
appointed  by  rotation  every  month, 
for  the  public  fervice,  Officers  of 
all  ranks  were  obliged  to  take  their 
tour  of  duty,  excepting  thofe  that 
were  employed  on  the  frontiers  of 
the  empire,  or  on  fpecial  fervice,  in 
which  cafe  it  was  neceffary  to 
make  a  particular  reprefen tation  to 
the  emirs,  or  principal  military 
•commanders. 

It  is  very  unufual.  in  Afiatic 
princes  to  pay  their  military  efta- 
blilhments  with  any  tolerable  regu¬ 
larity  :  their  forces  are  generally 
kept  in  long  arrears,  and  often  not 
paid,  until  a  fpirit  of  difeontent 
rifes  into  a  fierce  mutiny,  and 
threatens  a  diffolution  of  the  govern¬ 
ment.  But  the  politic  and  fugaci¬ 
ous  Akbr.r  knew,  that  by  means  of 
a  well  difeiplined  army,  he  could 
alone  maintain  his  widely  extended 
dominions ;  and  that  thedifcipline  of 
an  army  could  not  poffibly  be 
preferved,  unlefs  the  troops  were 
punctually  paid.  Paymafters  were 
accordingly  appointed  to  diliri- 
bute  the  pay  to  the  different  mun- 
fubs,  and  other  corps,  on  the  firft 
day  of  every  month.  The  pay  of 
a  munfubdar  was  from  6‘0,000  to 
1000  rupees  a-month,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  number  of  men  of 
which  his  munfub  confifted,  and  to 
the  rank  which  he  held.  The  Om- 
rahs,  who  commanded  the  grand  di- 
vifions  of  the  forces,  and  whole 
duty  was  much  the  fame  as  that 
of  generals  in  European  armies. 


were  for  the  moll  part  paid  by  af- 
fignments  of  certain  portions  of 
land,  called  jaghiers,  which  they 
held  during  their  lives,  at  the  will 
of  the  fovereign,  on  the  condition 
of  their  performing  military  fer¬ 
vice,  and  of  their  fuppordng  a  cer¬ 
tain  number  of  troops,  to  be  ready 
for  adlual  fervice  on  any  emergen¬ 
cy.  Thefe  jaghiers  were  often  of 
considerable  extent,  and  very  valu¬ 
able  ;  but  the  officers  and  nobles  to 
whom  they  were  affigned  were  fpe- 
cially  inftruCtcd  not  to  interfere 
with  the  ieafes  of  the  ryots,  or  to 
exadt  from  them  a  larger  propor-, 
tion  of  the  produce  of  their  farms 
than  they  had  previoufly  paid  to 
government.  On  fome  particular 
occalions,  veteran  officers,  who  had 
long  been  renowned  for  their  talents, 
and  who  had  performed  a  feries  of 
fignal  fervices,  were  rewarded  with 
perpetual  hereditary  grants  of  jag¬ 
hiers,  in  thofe  countries  which 
their  own  (kill  and  valour  had  fub- 
dued.  The  ahdys,  or  captains,  and 
the  inferior  officers,  were  paid  part¬ 
ly  in  money,  and  partly  by  tunk- 
ha,  which  was  an  alignment  of  the 
proportion  belonging  to  gevern- 
ment  of  the  produce  of  a  certain 
number  of  beegahs  *  of  land.  7'he 
officers  of  cavalry,  on  entering  the 
fervice,  were  obliged  to  find  them- 
felves  irt  one  horfe  ;  but  they  were 
afterwards  fupplied  with  horfes  and 
camels  by  government.  No  ex¬ 
pence  was  fpared  in  procuring 
horfes,  from  all  the  different  coun¬ 
tries  of  Alia,  which  were  moft  fa¬ 
med  for  the  ( breed  of  that  animal. 
When  they  were  brought  to  Delhi, 
they  were  examined  with  great  care 
by  proper  judges  appointed  for  the 
purpefe,  and  they  were  then  claffed 
according  to  their  beauty  and  value, 

and 


*  The  Beegah  is  a  land  meafure  in  Hinduflan.  Three  Beegahs  are  equal 
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?nd  marked  for  the  different  corps 
in  a  manner  which  indicated  the 
qualities  they  poffeffed.  The  pay 
o t  the  private  troopers  varied  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  particular  clafs  of 
horfes  to  which  they  were  appointed. 
Some  were  allowed  t)0  rupees  a 
month,  and  fome  only  12  rupees. 
Each  trooper  was  allowed  a  camel 
and  an  ox.  The  foot  foidiers  were 
alfo  paid  by  rates,  proportioned  to 
the  rank  of  the  officer  who  com¬ 
manded  the  corps  they  belonged 
to.  Thefe  rates  varied  from  10 
to  30  rupees  a-monthi 

Such  was  the  manner  in  which  a 
great  army  was  c©nftru<fted  and 
paid,  by  one  of  the  ableft  and  moil 
accomplifhed  princes  that  ever 
adorned  the  annals  of  Alia,  whether 
he  be  confidered  as  a  warrior  or  a 
ftatefman.  Yet  the  very  forma¬ 
tion  of  this  vaft  multitude  of  armed 
men  is  at  variance  with  every  prin¬ 
ciple  of  military  fcience,  order,  and 
difeipline,  and  is  of  itfelf  fufficient 
to  fhew  that  Akbar,  with  all  his 
talents,  very  little  fn rpaffed  the  reft 
of  his  countrymen  in  his  ideas  of  mi¬ 
litary  affairs.  Twice  the  number  of 
cavalry  to  that  of  infantry  ;  fuch  a 
difproportion  in  the  number  of  men 
of  which  the  different  corps  were 
compofed  ;  fuch  a  wide  difference 
between  the  pa-y  of  officers  of  the 
fame  rank,  and  of  the  private  foi¬ 
diers,  are  defects  of  fo  much  ma$j- 

.  .  O 

nitude  in  the  organization  of  an  ar¬ 
my,  as  mult  neceffarily  have  pre¬ 
cluded  its  ever  attaining  any  de¬ 
gree  of  fy  Hematic  order,  and  of  ever 
performing,  on  active  fervice,  the 
moft  common  evolutions  with  ef¬ 
fect.  Yet  fuch  was  the  general 
ignorance  of  Afiatics  in  military 
fcicnce,  that  this  cumbrous  army, 
which,  oppofed  to  a  body  of  30,000 
Europeans,  mill!  have  been  defeated 
from  its  own  radical  defeats,  never¬ 
theless  kept  all  the  Surrounding  na¬ 


tions  in  complete  awe.  Thefe  na¬ 
tions  were  not  indeed  very  formid¬ 
able. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  17  th 
century,  the  Mogul  empire  had 
acquired,  by  the  power  of  her  arms, 
great  afcendancy,  not  only  over  the 
other  Hates  of  Hinduftan,  but  alfo 
over  all  the  countries  lituated  be¬ 
tween  Perlia  and  the  river  Indus - 
Of  the  Hates  of  Hinduftan,  the  moft 
powerful  were  thofe  of  the  Deccan, 
then  under  the  government  of  the 
Mulfulman  fultans  of  Golcorida,  Bi- 
japur,  Calberga,  and  Telinga.  The 
dominions  of  thefe  princes,  at  this 
period,  extended  over  the  greateft 
part  of  the  interior  of  the  pen  in  Tula, 
comprehending  the  provinces  of  Te- 
lingana,  Golconda,  Viliapur,  Gun- 
toor,  Cuddapah,  together  with  a 
great  part  of  the  Carnatic,  and  the 
northern  parts  of  Myfore  and  Bed- 
nore.  Since  the  origin  of  thefe 
monarchies,  in  the  latter  end  of 
the  thirteenth  century,  it  had  al¬ 
ways  been  a  prominent  part  of  the 
policy  of  the  court  of  Delhi  to  re¬ 
duce  them ;  a  policy  which,  how¬ 
ever  neceffary  in  maintaining  the 
power  and  authority  of  the  Mogul 
empire,  unqueftionably  produced  and 
ftrengthened  that  confederacy  of 
the  Muffulman  fultans  of  the  Dec- 
can,  which  it  coft  fo  my,ch  blood 
and  treafure,  and  took  fo  much 
time  to  diffolve.  When  Akbar  af- 
cended  the  throne,  that  confederacy 
had  acquired  a  very  conliderable 
acceflion  of  power,  by  the  fubju- 
gation  of  the  ancient  Hindu  mo¬ 
narchy  of  Bijanagur,  and  by  va¬ 
luable  conquefts  in  the  Carnatic. 
It  became  therefore  one  of  the  iirft 
objefts  of  his  reign  to  guard  the 
fouthern  provinces  of  the  empire 
aeainft  the  encroachments  of  thefe 
fultans,  and  to  direct  his  whole 
force  again  ft  a  confederacy  which 
contemned  his  authority,  and  Teem¬ 
ed 
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ed  to  threaten  the  {lability  of  his 
power.  The  vail  armies  which  he 
confequently  fent  againft  the  princes 
of  the  Deccan,  effectually  checked 
their  inroads  into  the  Mogul  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Kandeifh  and  Amednagur, 
and  not  only  obliged  them  to  re¬ 
tire  to  the  fouthward  of  the  river 
Godavary,  but  compelled  them  to 
fue  for  peace,  on  condition  of  their 
paying  an  annual  tribute  to  the  em¬ 
peror,  and  of  their  acknowledging 
his  fupremacy*  This  was  the  re¬ 
lative  fituation  of  the  Mogul  em- 
pire,  and  of  the  Mufiulman  mo¬ 
narchies  of  the  Deccan,  at  the  death 
of  Akbar. 

The  fmall  Hindu  dates  of  the 
peninfula  that  yet  retained  their 
independence,  had  no  direfl  influ¬ 
ence  in  the  general  politics  of  Hin- 
dudan ;  but  the  undaunted  perfeve- 
rance  with  which  they  continued 
to  refid  the  Mufiulman  arms,  ope¬ 
rated  as  a  ccnftant  check  on  the 
fultans  of  the  Deccan  ;  and  there¬ 
by  prevented  them  from  gaining 
drength  fufficient  to  withftand  the 
preponderating  poiyer  of  the  Mogul 
emp:re. 

The  nature  and  extent  of  the 
Portugueze  pofieffions  in  India,  and 
the  degree  of  influence  which  they 
acquired  amongd  the  nations  of  the 
peninfula,  have  heenabundantly  ex¬ 
plained.  At  the  time  we  are  fpeak- 
ing  of,  the  atrocities  which  they 
committed  in  their  endeavours  to 
propagate  the  Chridian  faith,  had 
excited  a  general  indignation,  not 
only  in  the  Hindu,  but  even  in 
the  Mufifulrpan  dates  ;  and  before 
the  commencement  of  their  wars 
with  Savagee,  the  Mahratta  chief, 
their  power,  as  well  as  their  com. 
merce,  had  greatly  declined. 

Before  the  Mahratta  tribes  eo- 
alcfced  into  a  nation  under  the  en_ 
terprizing  Savagee,  they  were 
merely  a  padoral  people,  inhabiting 


the  mountains  of  Berar,  and,  like 
the  mountaineers  of  all  other  coun¬ 
tries,  were  didinguifhed  for  their 
warlike  charadler,  and  their  love  of 
independence.  They  made  frequent 
predatory  incurfions  into  the  lower 
parts  of  the  province  of  Berar ;  but 
the  Muflulmans  were  fatisfied  with 
driving  them  back  to  their  moun¬ 
tains,  and  never  made  any  attempt 
to  fubdue  them. 

Between  the  provinces  of  Bengal, 
Behar  and  Oude,  and  the  countries 
dtuated  on  their  eadern  frontiers,  a 
regular  commercial  intercourfe  was 
preferved  ;  but  thefe  countries  pof- 
fefled  too  little  power,  and  confe¬ 
quently  too  little  weight  in  the 
fcale  of  oriental  nations,  to  be 
objeds  of  political  attention  at 
the  court  of  Delhi.  With  China 
there  appears  to  have  been  very 
little  communication  of  any  fort. 
That  the  riches  Of  that  country, 
and  the  tranquil  character  of  its 
inhabitants,  drould  •  never  havq 
prompted  the  Mufiulman  princes  of 
Hindiiftan  to  invade  it,  notwith- 
danding  their  boundlefs  avarice  and 
ambition,  is  a  drong  proof  that  none 
of  them  pofiefied  that  military  ge¬ 
nius  which  infpires  confidence,  and 
furmounts  difficulties,  which  leads 
men  to  undertake  great  and  dar¬ 
ing  enterprifes,  and  by  which  fuch 
undertakings  can  alone  be  accom¬ 
pli  fhed. 

The  countries  of  Afghanidan  and 
Khorofan,  which  lie  between  Hin¬ 
dudan  and  Perda,  and  the  great  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Balk  and  Bucharia,  which 
are  dtuated  between  the  mountains 
of  Hindu-Kho  and  Tartary,  were 
at  this  time  divided  into  feveral 
principalities,  fome  of  which  were 
independent,  fome  were  tributary 
to  the  Mogul  emperor,  and  fome 
to  Shah  Abbas,  king  of  Perfia. 
That  didinguifhed  prince  was  raided 
to  the  throne  of  Perfia,  on  the 
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death  of  his  brother  Shah  Ifmael,  to¬ 
wards  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of 
Akbar  :  and  it  appears  to  have  been 
the  mutual  policy  of  the  courts  of 
Delhi  and  Ifphahan  to  maintain  a 
friendly  intercourfe,  During  the 
ten  years  which  intervened  be¬ 
tween  the  death  of  Tamafp  Shah 
and  the  elevation  of  Shah  Abbas, 
the  whole  kingdom  of  Perfia  was  in 
a  (late  of  anarchy,  in  confequence  of 
the  incapacity  and  vices  of  the 
different  princes  who  fucceffively 
filled  the  throne.  Yet  Akbar  fhewed 
not  the  frnalleft  difpofition  to  take 
advantage  of  thefe  internal  com¬ 
motions  ;  and  the  good  underftand- 
ing  between  the  two  countries  was 
"Uninterruptedly  prefer ved. 

Of  the  commercial  intercourfe 
which  fubfifled  between  India  and 
foreign  Hates,  and  more  particularly 
the  nations  of  Europe,  from  the  time 
of  Alexander  to  the  clofe  of  the 
fixteenth  century,  we  have  in  our 
laft  chapter  treated  at  ccnfiderabie 
length.  We  (hall  now  advert  to  the 
internal  commerce  of  Hinduflan, 
and  the  trade  of  the  Indian  Ar¬ 
chipelago. 

Trade  between  different  countries 
ufually  arifes  from  a  reciprocal 
want  of  exchangeable  commodities. 
But  the  Hindus,  limited  in  their 
defires,  wanted  no  commodities  with 
which  any  other  nation  could  fupply 
them.  Their  charafter  of  patience, 
temperance,  and  moderation,  form¬ 
ed,  in  a  long  courfeof  ages,  by  the 
reflriClive  principles  of  their  reli¬ 
gious  and  civil  inftitutions,  pre¬ 
vented  them  from  acquiring  that 
tafte  for  luxury  and  extravagance 
which  is  the  general  concomitant 
of  civilization  and  refinement,  and 
which  fo  largely  contributes  to 
promote  the  external  commerce  of 
nations.  Furnifhed  almoft  with 
every  neceffary  comfort  and  con¬ 
venience,  by  their  own  ingenious 


induftry,  and  the  peculiar  benig¬ 
nity  of  the  climate  in  which 
they  lived,  they  had  no  relifh 
for  the  produ&ions  of  any  other 
country,  and  even  felt  little  cu- 
riofity  about  them.  They  there¬ 
fore  never  engaged  in  any  exter¬ 
nal  trade,  nor  fpeculated  on  the 
advantages  they  might  derive  from 
being  the  carriers  of  their  own  com¬ 
modities  to  thofe  nations  by  whom 
they  were  fo  highly  prifed.  The 
defire  of  wealth,  however,  is  a  paf- 
fion  too  general  and  too  powerful, 
not  to  have  had  a  very  forcible  in¬ 
fluence  on  fo  enlightened  a  people  ; 
and  the  gold  and  filver,  with  which 
the  traders  of  other  countries  flocked 
to  the  markets  of  Hinduflan  to 
purchafe  thofe  exquiflte  manufac¬ 
tures,  and  other  valuable  articles  of 
merchandize  that  could  be  procur¬ 
ed  no  where  elfe,  operated  as  a 
flrong  and  conflant  flimulus  totheis 
flrenuous  ingenuity.  And  as  the 
money  which  by  this  means  flowed 
fo  plentifully  into  the  country  w as 
never  again  remitted  from  it,  either 
for  commercial  or  other  purpofes  ; 
and  as  the  trade  carried  on  by  the 
Portugueze  had  infeCled  the  people 
of  Europe  with  an  epidemical  rage 
for  Indian  productions,  at  the 
fame  time  that  the  precious  me¬ 
tals  brought  from  America  fo  much 
increafed  the  facility  of  obtaining 
them,  the  empire  of  Hinduflan  na¬ 
turally  became,  in  t’necourfe  of  the 
reign  of  Akbar,  the  general  refer- 
voir  of  all  the  fpecie  of  the  world. 
This  vafl  influx  of  fpecie,  circulating 
throughout  the  empire,  was  em¬ 
ployed  as  an  inftrument  of  internal 
trade,  which  it  rendered  infinitely 
more  flourifhing  than  at  any  for¬ 
mer  period.  The  trade  of  the  in¬ 
terior,  which  was  augmented  by 
means  of  this  circulation,  was  con¬ 
fined  to  the  peninfula,  the  Deccan, 
and  the  provinces  of  Orifla,  Ben- 
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gal,  Reheir,  Oude,  Delhi,  Malwa, 
Guzerat,  the  Panjab,  Cafhmir,  and 
Cabul.  The  horfes,  which  were 
imported  from  Tartary,  Per- 
fia,  and  Arabia,  were  exchanged 
for  mu  dins,  coarfe  cottons,  and 
filks.  The  cinnamon  brought  from 
Ceylon,  the  cloves,  mace,  and  nut¬ 
megs  from  the  Molucca  iflands, 
iron  from  Europe,  and  cow¬ 
ries  *  from  the  Maidive  iflands, 
were  likewife  paid  for  in  commo¬ 
dities.  Thefe  were  the  only  ar¬ 
ticles  of  trade  then  imported  into 

.  A 

Hinduftan:  The  demand  for  horfes 
and  iron  arofe  from  the  ereat  mi- 

O 

litary  eftablifhments  which  were 
maintained/  by  the  emperor  and 
the  Muffulman  princes  of  the  Dec- 
can,  and  from  the  wars  which  were 
continually  carried  on  between 
them.  Rut  this  exchange  of  com¬ 
modities,  when  con  fide  red  in  a  re¬ 
lative  view  to  the  general  commerce 
of  the  country,  was  partial  and  un¬ 
important,  and  no  way  interfered 
with  the  eftablifhed  ufage  by  which 
that  commerce  was  regulated.  The 
great  export  trade  of  Hinduftan 
invariably  confided  in  ar.  inter¬ 
change  of  merchandize  and  fpecie, 
and  was  never  carried  on  by  her  own 
inhabitants,  but  immemorially  by 
other  nations:  and  her  internal 
trace,  nournhed  and  invigorated  by 
that  fpecie,  rendered  her  the  molt 
opulent  country  in  the  world. 

The  importation  of  the  precious 
metals  was  productive  of  a  double 
benefit  ;  for  it  not  only  fupplied 
all  the  wants  both  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  people,  but  thereby 
did  away  any  temptation  on  the 
part  of  the  Mogul  princes  to,  work 
the  gold  and  fiver  mines  of  their 
own  country  ;  a  temptation  to 
which  all  governmenis  are  natural - 


*  Cowries  are  final]  (hells  collected  on 
oftxl  as  money  in  limduisajr. 


ly  prone  to  yield,  and  which  wherf 
yielded  to,  never  fails  to  be  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  moft  pernicious  con- 
fequences.  The  merchants  of  Hin¬ 
duftan  likewife  derived  a  direff  ad¬ 
vantage  from  the  fpecie  which 
they  received  in  payment  of  their 
commodities  from  the  European 

JL 

traders.  In  the  reign  of  Akbar,  a 
premium  of  20  per  cent,  was  given 
to  all  merchants  who  fent  their 
gold  and  filver  to  the  royal  mints, 
feveral  of  which  were  eftablifhed 
in  various  parts  of  the  empire. 
When  the  fpecie  brought  from  Eu¬ 
rope  was  re-caft,  and  iffued  from 
thefe  mints,  in  the  coin  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  (gold  mohurs  and  rupees,)  a 
confiderable  traffic  was  carried  on 
in  them,  by  means  of  their  bearing 
value  in  the  different  provinces 
according  to  the  place  in  which 
they  were  ftruck.  The  gold  mo¬ 
hurs  and  rupees  of  Agra,  and  Mur- 
fbedabad  in  Bengal,  were  intrinfi- 
cal  ly,  as  well  as  by  public  eftima- 
ticn,  more  valuable  than  thofe  of 
any  other  place  ;  and  a  largo  profit 
was  obtained  on  the  exchange  of 
thefe  coins,  at  the  markets  of  the 
Deccan  and  Guzerat,  whither  they 
were  tranfmit-ted  for  the  purchafe 
of  the  diamonds,  rubies,  emeralds, 
and  other  precious  ftones  of  Gol- 
conda,  Berar,  and  of  the  rich  gold 
and  filver  velvets,  and  beautiful 
carpets  of  Putten,  Beroach  and  Ah- 
madabad.  The  crold  and  filver 
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coins  (the  pagoda  and  the  fimam) 
that  were  ftruck  by  the  indepen¬ 
dant  Hindu  rajahs  of  the  peninfula, 
were  alfo  employed  to  great  ad¬ 
vantage  in  carrying  on  the  inland 
traffic  in  that  part  of  the  country* 
The  dams,  pice,  and  other  fmal-1 
coins  in  circulation,  contributed  to 
facilitate  this  trade,  amondf  st 
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people  who,  from  being  habitu¬ 
ated  to  a  peculiarly  rigid  frugality, 
required  to  buy  their  goods  in  the 
fmalleft  pofiible quantities.  Amongft 
the  loweft  claffes,  even  copper  was 
not  cheap,  or  plenty  enough  to  an- 
fwer  their  purpofes ;  and  recourfe 
was  had  to  the  cowries,  or  fhells, 
that  have  been  mentioned,  by  means 
of  which  they  provided  themfelves 
with  neceffaries,  in  fuch  proportions 
only  as  fuited  their  parfimonious 
habits,  and  as  were  indifpenfabie 
to  their  wants.  The  trade  in 
cowries  was  in  the  time  of  Akbar 
principally  carried  on  by  the  mer¬ 
chants  of  Cambay,  Ghogeh,  and 
Surat,  who  fent  fmall  veffels,  called 
tahvverys,  to  the  Maidive  illands, 
laden  with  rice  and  coarfe  cottons, 
with  which  articles  they  purchafed 
thefe  ufeful  fhells.  This  was  the 
only  fort  of  export  trade  ever  car¬ 
ried  on  by  the  merchants  of  India 
on  their  own  account. 

The  town  of  Surat,  fituated  in 
the  province  of  Guzerat,  was  at 
this  period  both  the  principal  port 
in  the  Mogul  empire,  and  the  great 
emporium  of  Hinduffan.  It  was 
not  only  reforted  to  by  the  Portu- 
gueze,  who  had  fettlemcnts  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  by  all  the 
other  European  traders,  but  alfo  by 
thofeof  Arabia  and  Perfia.  Hence 
the  merchants  of  the  Deccan,  and 
of  the  eaftern  and  northern  pro¬ 
vinces,  brought  their  feveral  com¬ 
modities  to  .this  market,  where 
they  were  fure  of  finding  a  ready 
and  extenfive  fale.  Merchandize 
was  conveyed  from  one  province  to 
another,  in  large  caravans  drawn 
by  oxen  ;  and  Tavernier  relates, 
that  thefe  caravans  were  attended 
by  fo  great  a  cavalcade,  that  a  tra- 
veller,  when  he  met  them,  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  halt  upon  the  road,  and 
wait  patiently  until  they  puffed, 
which  frequently  took  up  one  or 


two  days.  Many  of  the  commodi¬ 
ties  thus  conveyed  to  the  market  of 
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Surat,  were  difpofed  of  to  the  mer¬ 
chants  of  that  place,  in  exchange  for 
the  productions  peculiar  to  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Guzerat  :  and  in  like  man¬ 
ner  the  natural  productions  and  ma¬ 
nufactures  or  one  province  were 
exchanged  for  thofe  of  another, 
throughout  the  whole  of  Hinduffan, 
including  the  Deccan  and  the  penin- 
fula.  In  Bengal,  however,  from  be¬ 
ing  in  every  part  interfeCfed  by  na¬ 
vigable  rivers,  the  inland  trade  wa* 
tranfported  by  water  carriage,  with 
much  more  expedition,  andatamuch 
lefs  expence  than  by  the  caravans ; 
and  this  great  advantage,  together 
with  the  extraordinary  fecundity  of 
the  foil,  produced  by  thofe  rivers, 
and  the  fuperior  induffry  of  the  in¬ 
habitants,  rendered  this  province  in 
all  ages  by  far  the  moll  profperous 
and  wealthy  in  the  whole  country. 
It  could  nor,  therefore,  efcape 
the  notice  of  the  Portugueze  mer¬ 
chants,  who  traded  there  to  a  con- 
fiderable  extent,  and  who,  on  that 
account,  obtained  permifiion  from 
the  emperor  to  build  fmall  factories 
on  the  banks  of  the  Hooghly,  for 
the  puroofe  of  enabling:  their  agents 
to  refide  in  the  counfry,  and  there- 
by  to  have  cargoes  provided  for 
their  fhips  immediately  on' their  ar¬ 
rival  from  Europe.  The  Portsu 
gueze  had  alfo  agents  refiding  at 
Chittagong,  a  large  and  populous 
town,  fituated  in  theeaftern  frontiers 
of  Bengal,  near  the  great  mouths  of 
the  rivers  Ganges  and  Brahmaputra. 
This  place  was  the  principal  mart 
on  the  eaftern  fide  of  Hinduffan  ; 
and  here  die  traders  of  Tonquin,  Co¬ 
chin-China,  Siam,  Pegu,  Ava,  Ara- 
can,  and  Affam,  carried  the  gold  and 
lilver  found  in  the  mines  of  thefe 
countries,  with  which  they  bought 
the  manufactures  and  many  of  the 
natural  productions  of  Bengal. 
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The  commerce  of  the  Indian  Ar¬ 
chipelago,  particularly  that  of  the 
i (lands  of  Sumatra,  java,  Borneo, 
Celebes,  and  the  Moluccas,  was  very 
extenftve  and  flourifhing.  The 
Arabs  and  the  Chinefe  had  long  car¬ 
ried  on  a  lucrative  trade  with  thefe 
iflands.  We  have  undoubted  evi¬ 
dence,  that  feveral  merchants  from 
the  commercial  cities  of  Ara* 
Ida  had  fettled  on  the  weftern 
fhores  of  Sumatra,  and  on  the  penin- 
fula  of  Malaya,  in  the  beginning  of 
the  ninth  century  of  the  Chriftian 
:era;  and  that  by  means  of  thefe 
merchants,  a  regular  traffic  fubftfted 
between  Arabia,  Hinduftan,  the 
eaftern  Archipelago,  China  and  ja¬ 
pan,  which  was  profecuted  with 
great  fpirit,  and  with  proportional 
fuccefs.  The  town  of  Malacca, 
fituated  on  the  Malayan  peninfula, 
oppolite  to  Sumatra,  was  the  great 
emporium  of  the  eaftern  iilands. 
To  this  port  the  Chinefe  fent.  an¬ 
nually  a  fleet  of  junks  (Chinefe 
trading  veflels)  laden  with  the  pro¬ 
ductions  of  China,  which  they 
there  exchanged  for  the  gold  dull, 
tin  and  pepper  of  Borneo,  Sumatra, 
and  Celebes,  and  the  exquifite  fpices 
<pf  the  Moluccas.  Many  of  thear- 
tides  brought  to  this  mart  by  the 
Arab  traders,  from  Hinduftan  par¬ 
ticularly,  the  cinnamon  of  Ceylon, 
and  the  filver  coins  of  the  Mogul 
empire,  were  difpofed  of  to  the 
Chinefe,  in  return  for  their  manufac¬ 
tures.  A  confiderable  trade  was 
likewife  carried  on  amongft  the  dif¬ 
ferent  iflands,  by  the  native  veflels 
called  proes,  which  the  Malays 
navigated  with  great  (kill  and  dex¬ 
terity. 

Such  was  the  nature  of  the  trade 
of  thefe  iilands,  and  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  conduced,  when  the 
Portugueze  commenced  an  inter- 
courfe  with  them,  and  obtained  by 
force  of  arms  various  fettlements  on 
their  fhores.  Thefe  fettlements  have 
been  already  noticed.  The  Portu¬ 


gueze  fupplanted  the  Arabs  in  the* 
carrying  trade  between  Hinduftan 
and  the  Archipelago;  but  they  found 
it  their  intereft  to  give  every  en¬ 
couragement  to  the  Chinefe  mer¬ 
chants,  who,  through  their  influ¬ 
ence,  and  the  increafed  demand  for 
the  commodities  of  China,  greatly 
enlarged  this  branch  of  commerce. 
When  the  power  of  the  Portugueze 
in  the  weftern  parts  of  India  began 
to  decline,  they  alfo  loft  their  influ¬ 
ence  among  the  Malays.  In  the 
kingdom  of  Acheen,  in  Sumatra, 
they  were  openly  attacked;  and 
after  being  difpoflefled  of  the  fac¬ 
tories  which  they  had  erefred  there, 
they  were  entirely  driven  from  the- 
ifland.  About  the  fame  time,  the 
Portugueze  fettlers  in  fome  of  the 
other  iflands  met  with  a  ftmilar 
fate.  But  from  thefe  circumftances, 
the  general  commerce  of  the  Ma¬ 
lay  iflands  fuftained  no  injury,  and 
felt  no  diminution  :  for  the  Dutch 
had  now  engaged  in  it  with  that 
vigour  of  induftry  which  diftin- 
guifhed  all  their  mercantile  opera¬ 
tions,  and  which,  without  the  aid 
of  their  arms,  would  foon  have 
fupplanted  their  fupine  and  degene¬ 
rate  rivals.  In  A.  D.  l605,  the 
Dutch  had  formed  fettlements  in 
Java,  Banda,  and  the  eaftern  coaft; 
of  Sumatra  ;  and  inthefpice  iflands, 
or  Moluccas,  they  had  completely 
difplaced  the  Portugueze,  who  now 
only  retained,  on  this  fide  of  India, 
the  port  of  Malacca,  the  ifland  of 
Macao  on  the  coaft  of  China,  and 
a  few  inconfiderable  factories  in 
Celebes,  Ternate,  and  Tidore. 

In  the  curfory  view  which  has 
thus  been  taken  of  the  government 
of  the  Mogul  empire,  and  ©f  the 
political  and  commercial  ftate  of 
Hinduftan  and  the  eaftern  iflands, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  feventeenth 
century,  we  have  endeavoured  con- 
cifely  to  combine  all  the  principal 
particulars,  either  immediately  be¬ 
longing  to  thefe  fubjefts,  or  that 
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are  calculated  to  elucidate  them  in 
the  moll  dill  in  ft  and  fat  is  factory 
manner  ;  fo  that  our  readers  may 
be  able  to  form  a  competent  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  actual  condition  of  In¬ 
dia  at  the  time  when  the  commer¬ 
cial  intercourfe  commenced  between 
that  Country  and  Great  Britain. 
We  now  proceed  to  the-hiftory  of 
that  intercourfe,  and  of  the  efta* 
blifhment  of  the  Eaft  India  Com¬ 
pany. 

The  communication  between 
England  and  India  has  been  traced 
back  to  an  early  period  of  our  an¬ 
nals.  It  has  been  *  averted,  that 
Alfred  the  Great  fent  a  million  to 
St.  Thomas’s,  on  the  coaft  of  Co¬ 
romandel,  about  the  year  8  83  of 
the  Chriflian  sera ;  and  as  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  it  were  confined  to  pious 
and  charitable  purpofes,  which  it 
was  fo  congenial  to  the  fpirit  of 
the  age  to  promote,  there  feems  no 
Teafon  to  queftion  the  fad.  The 
Saxon  Chronicle  informs  us,  that 
Alfred  having  heard  that  the  Chrif¬ 
tian  miflionaries  in  India  were  in 
great  diftrefs,  difpatched  Sighelmus, 
one  of  his  favourite  priefts,  to  con¬ 
vey  his  alms  to  the  monaflery  of  St. 
Thomas’s.  Having  executed  his 
commiffion,  he  returned  to  England 
after  an  abfence  of  feveral  years, 
and  brought  with  him  a  confider- 
able  number  of  precious  Hones, 
which  he  depofited  in  the  treafury 
of  the  church  of  Sherburne  in  Dor- 
fetfhire,  of  which  place  he  was 
created  bifhop,  as  a  reward  for  his 
fignal  ferviccs. 

In  confequence  of  the  fplendid 
account  given  by  Sighelmus  of  the 
trade,  opulence,  and  luxuries  of  the 
eaft,  v.e  are  allured,  on  the  fame  au¬ 
thorities,  that  Alfred  caufed  feveral 
Clips  to  be  built  and  equipped,  for 
the  fpecial  purpofe  of  embarking  in 
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the  India  trade ;  and  thait  having 
lent  thefe  Blips  to  a  few  adven¬ 
turous  merchants,  whom  he  alfo  af- 

^  filled  with  money,  they  performed 
fome  fuccefsful  voyages  to  the  ports 
of  Syria  and  Egypt,  from  whence 
they  returned  richly  laden  withln- 
dian  commodities.  It  does  not 
howmver  appear,  that  the  coolmer-. 
cial  intercourfe,  thus  begun  by 
the  enterprifing  genius  of  Alfred, 
was  continued  for  any  length  of 
time,  or  even  profecuted  with  any 
regularity  during  the  moll  profper- 
ous  period  of  his  reign. 

After  the  death  of  this  great 
prince,  no  attempts  were  made  for 
a  great  many  centuries  to  revive 
the  Egyptian  trade.  From  that 
time,  until  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
Eighth,  England  was  fupplied  by 
the  Venetians  With  the  commodi¬ 
ties  of  the  Eaft.  After  the  Nor¬ 
man  Conquelf,  an  event  which  con¬ 
tributed  to  increafe  the  external 
commerce  of  England,  a  Blip  of 
confiderable  burthen  was  fent  an¬ 
nually  from  Venice  to  the  port  of 
Southampton,  laden  with  the  va¬ 
rious  products  of  India.  As  the 
EngliBi  barons  advanced  in  wealth 
and  civilization,  they  acquired  a 
tafle  for  luxuries,  and  the  demand 
for  eaftern  commodities  was  confer 
quently  augmented.  In  the  reign 
of  Edward  the  Third,  the  Venetian 
merchants  employed  five  Blips  in 
the  Englifn  trade  ;  and  the  princi¬ 
pal  part  of  the  cargoes  of  thefe . 
vefieis  confided  in  fugar,  fpiceries, 
and  aromatics,  which  were  much 
ufed  at  the  tables  of  men  of  rank. 
Thefe  valuable  articles,  together 
with  filks  and  cotton  fluffs,  were 
paid  for  partly  in  fpecie,  and  part-* 
ly  in  woollens,  untanned  leather, 
and  tin;  but  as  the  prices  of  the 
eaflern  commodities  were  very  ex*- 
orbitant,  the  balance  of  trade  was 
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in  favour  of  the  Venetians,  Yet, 
notwithftanding  this  circumftance, 
and  the  fuperiority  of  Englifh  flip¬ 
ping  and  feamen  to  thofe  of  any 
other  country,  neither  the  ilatefmen 
nor  the  merchants  of  England  ufed 
any  endeavours  to  embark  in  this 
lucrative  branch  of  commerce  ;  a 
fufticient  proof,  not  only  of  the 
want  of  a  trading  capital,  but  of 
the  total  abfence  of  that  fpeculative 
fpirit  which  is  the  living  princi¬ 
ple  of  all  commercial  purfuits. — 
Hence  the  Englifh  were  contented 
to  receive,  through  the  Venetians, 
thofe  commodities  on  which  they 
placed  fo  high  a  value,  and  from 
which  they  mull  have  been  fenfible 
they  would  have  derived  more  ad¬ 
vantage  from  trading  in  themfelves. 
But  when  the  difcovery  of  the  paf- 
fage  round  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
threw  the  Indian  trade  into  the 
hands  of  the  Portugueze,  and  Lif- 
bon  thereby  became  the  great-  em¬ 
porium  for  the  productions  of  the 
Eaft,  the  merchants  of  London  im¬ 
ported  them  from  that  city  on  their 
own  account,  and  conveyed  them 
to  the  Thames  in  their  own  flips. 
About  this  period,  Mr.  Robert 
Thorne,  a  merchant  in  London, 
prefented  a  memorial  to  Pienry  the 
Eighth,  fetting  forth  the  great-  ad¬ 
vantages  that  would  accrue  to  the 
nation,  by  opening  a  direct  com¬ 
merce  to  India;  and  with  a  view 
to  fuit  his  fcheme  to  the  ambitious 
fpirit  of  that  prince,  he  propofed  to 
proceed  to  India  by  a  new  route 
for  as  the  Portugueze  had  pufhed 
their  difcoveries  to  the  eaft,  and 
the  Spaniards  to  the  weft,  it  was 
an  objedl  worthy  of  the  Englifi  to 
lay  open  the  navigation  of  the 
northern  ocean.  Though  this  pro¬ 
ject  was  certainly  e x f  ren^ly  plau- 
fible,  it  does  not  appear  that  Henry 
ever  gave  it  the  fmalleft  encourage¬ 


ment,  or  even  confidered  Itspoffihh? 
practicability  with  that  attention, 
which  might  have  been  expected 
from  his  intelligent  mind.  It  was 
not  till  A.  D.  1  578,  that  the  firft 
light  was  thrown  on  this  navigation 
by  Sir  Francis  Drake. 

The  firft  Englifhman  that  went 
to  India  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
was  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Stevens, 
He  had  reftded  at  Lilhon  in  the  ca¬ 
pacity  of  a  faftor,  and  in  A.  D, 
15/9,  was  induced  to  make  a  voy¬ 
age  to  Goa,  in  a  Portugueze  flip. 
On  his  return  to  Europe,  he  pub¬ 
lished  *  an  account*  of  his  voyage, 
and  of  the  Portugueze  eftablifhments 
on  the  coaft  of  Malabar.  This 
voyage,  together  .with  that  of  the 
famous  Cavendifh,  who  failed  round 
the  world  in  15  86,  feems  firft  to 
have  fuggefted  to  Englifh  adven¬ 
turers  the  idea  of  proceeding  to 
India  by  way  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope. 

In  1 59 1 ,  a  Mr.  Raymond,  and  a 
Mr.  James  Lancafter,  jointly  equip¬ 
ped  three  veffels  for  a  voyage  to 
India,  with  a  view  not  only  to 
trade  with  the  natives  of  the  Eaft, 
but  to  cruife  againft  the  Portugueze 
flips  returning  to  Europe.  Their 
voyage,  however,  proved  extremely 
difaftrous.  Of  the  three  fhips  that 
failed  from  England,  Lancafter’s  was 
the  only  one  that  reached  India  ; 
the  others  perifhed  off  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  The  difabled  condi¬ 
tion  of  Lancafter’s  flip,  on  his  ar¬ 
rival  at  Calicut,  rendered  it  effen- 
tial  to  lay  out  all  his  money  in  pur- 
chafing  materials  to  repair  her  ;  fo 
that  he  was  prevented  from  fulfilling 
any  one  of  the  purpofes  of  his  voy¬ 
age  ;  and  to  complete  his  misfor¬ 
tunes,  he  was,  on  his  return  home, 
driven  far  to  the  wcftward,  and  eaft: 
away  amongft  the  Weft  India  iftands, 
where  he  was  providentially  ref- 
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oiled  by  a  French  veftel,mnd  carried 
to  England. 

The  accounts  brought  by  thefe 
mariners  of  the  facility  of  trading 
wi  th  the  natives  of  Hindu  ftan,  as  well 
as  of  the  general  indignation  which 
the  atrocities  of  the  Portugueze  had 
excited  amongft  them,  operated  as 
a  very  powerful  inducement  with 
the  London  merchants  to  engage  in 
the  eaftern  commerce.  They  be¬ 
gan  to  fpeculate  on  the  great  ad¬ 
vantages  to  be  derived  from  it;  but 
as  they  had  not  capital  enough  to 
carry  it  on  by  way  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  on  a  fcale  fufhciently 
large  to  afford  them  any  chance  in 
a  competition  with  the  Portugueze, 
they  refolved  to  adopt  a  more  prudent 
line  of  conduct,  and  to  endeavour 
to  revive  the  trade  with  Syria  and 
Egypt ;  which  the  Venetians,  from  a 
relaxation  of  their  former  induftry, 
had  permitted  to  decay.  A  memo¬ 
rial  was.  accordingly  prefented  to 
Queen  Elizabeth,  in  the  year  15p4, 
fignedby  a  confiderable  number  of 
the  moll  refpedfable  merchants ;  in 
which  the  national  benefits  likely 
to  a  rife  from  an  eaftern  trade  are 
exhibited  in  the  mod  favourable 
light,  and  in  which,  therefore,  her 
majefty  is  earneftly  fupplicated  to 
make  overtures  to  the  Turkifh  go¬ 
vernment,  for  entering  into  a  treaty 
of  commerce,  whereby  her  majef- 
ty’s  fubjefts  fhould  obtain  fuch  pri¬ 
vileges  as  would  enable  them  to 
open  a  trade  with  the  merchants  of 
Syria  and  Egypt,  on  the  folid 
grounds  of  reciprocal  advantages, 
and  entire  confidence.  The  queen 

i. 

received  this  propofal  with  perfect 
cordiality,  cxpreftedher  fa'tisfadlion 
at  the  mercantile  fpirit  which  was 
beginning  to  fhow  itfelf  in  the  coun¬ 
try  ;  and  allured  the  memorialifts, 
that  fhe  would  lofe  no  time  in  com¬ 
plying  with  fo  rational  and  lau¬ 
dable  a  requeft,  The  queen  being, 
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befides,  always  difpofed  to  encou¬ 
rage  commercial  projects,  and  en¬ 
tertaining  a  favourable  opinion  of: 
this  one,  immediately  difpatched 
letters  to  the  Turkifh  emperor  at 
Conftantinople,  fubmitting  to  him 
certain  articles,  which  (lie  propofed 
as' the  bafts  of  a  treaty  of  commerce* 
Thefe  letters  were  received  with 
courtefy  ;  and  the  proportion  which 
they  contained  being  agreed  to  with 
the  utmoft  readinefs,  a  treaty  was 
foon  after  concluded  between  the  two 
Powers,  by  which  the  merchants  of 
England  obtained  privileges,  in  the 
ports  of  the  Turkifh  empire,  fu- 
perior  to  thofe  which  had  ever  be¬ 
fore  been  granted  to  any  other  na- 
tion.  Henceforward  the  commo¬ 
dities  of  India  were  brought  to 
England  in  Englifh  fhips ;  and  the 
trade  thus  opened  with  the  Turkifh. 
empire,  continued  to  be  conduced 
with  unabated  fpirit  for  many  years 
after  the  eftablifhment  of  the  Eaft- 
India  Company. 

But  this  branch  of  commerce  was 
not  attended  with  thofe  great  national 
advantages  which  it  was  expected  to 
produce.  From  the  number  of  hands 
through  which  the  Indian  commodi¬ 
ties  puffed,  before  they  reached  Eng¬ 
land,  the  price  put  upon  them  was  ne- 
ceffarily  high  :  and  the  Dutch,  who 
had  now  eftablifhed  themfelves  in 
various  parts  of  India, and  vigoroufly 
profecuted  the  trade  thither,  by  war 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  eafiijr 
underfold  the  Englifh  and  Turkey 
merchants,  even  at  the  London  mar¬ 
ket.  This  mortifying  circumftance 
ferved  to  infufe  a  new  fpirit  into 
the  commercial  ardour  which  then 
prevailed  ;  and  fome  of  the  moll 
opulent  London  merchants  deter¬ 
mined,  if  fupported  by  govern¬ 
ment,  no  longer  to  fuffer  the  Por¬ 
tugueze  and  the  Dutch  to  monopo¬ 
lize  the  valuable  trade  of  India* 
In  carrying  this  determination  into 
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e(Fe< Sfc,  they  were  affifted  by  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  George  Earl  of  Cumber- 
lands  and  a  number  of  gentlemen  of 
Independent  fortune,  who  agreed  to 
join  them  in  the  fpeculation  of 
fitting  out  a  certain  number  of  (hips 
to  trade  to  India,  provided  they  ob¬ 
tained  a  charter  from  government, 
granting  to  thofe  who  engaged  in 
this  concern  the  exclufive  privi¬ 
lege  of  carrying  on  the  commerce 
between  England  and  India.  Up¬ 
on  application  being  made  to  the 
queen,  to  know  the  fentiments  of 
her  majefty  on  this  fubjeCt,  (he  ex- 
preffed  her  approbation  of  the  mea- 
fure,  and  her  defire  to  give  it  every 
encouragement.  She  had  indeed 
anticipated,  in  her  comprehenfive 
mind,  the  idea  of  the  merchants, 
and  with  a  view  to  realize  it  ,fuc- 
cefs folly,  Mr.  John  Mildenhall,  the 
Englijfh  confol  at  Conftantinople, 
was  feat  over-land  to  Hinduftan, 
charged  with  letters  from  Eliza¬ 
beth  to  the  emperor  Akbar.  The 
objedt  of  this  million  was  to  obtain 
from  that  prince  fuch  privileges  for 
the  Englifh  merchants,  who  came  to 
the  ports  of  his  dominions,  as  would 
give  them  a  decided  advantage  over 
the  other  European  nations  that 
traded  thither.  We  have  not  been 
«bie  to  find  any  fatisfadlory  docu¬ 
ment  regarding  the  embaffy  ofMil- 
denhall,  or  any  account  whatever 
of  the  manner  in  which  he  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  Akbar  :  But  from  the 
known  character  of  that  accomplifh- 
ed  monarch,  we  are  difpofed  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  the  Englifh  ambafiador 
was  received,  at  the  court  of  Delhi, 
with  every  mark  of  courtefy,  re- 
fpedt,  and  diftindtion  ;  though  the 
artifices  which  were  ufed  by  the 
Portugueze  j efoits,  then  reading  at 
Agra  and  Delhi,  to  irupreis  him 
with  an  unfavourable  opinion  of  the 


Englifh  people,  might  have  induced 
him  to  reject  the  friendly  overtures 
of  Elizabeth,  and  refofe  to  accede 
to  her  propofals.  It  is  certain  * 
that  Mildenhall  returned  to  Eng¬ 
land  without  having  attained  the 
purpofe  of  his  million  ;  but  it  is 
not  mentioned  whether  he  brought 
any  letters  from  Akbar  to  Eliza¬ 
beth. 

The  queen,  however,  did '  not 
wait  for  the  anfvver  of  that  monarch 
to  decide  upon  the  meafure  in  con¬ 
templation  ;  for,  on  the  31  ft  of  De¬ 
cember  1600,  about  fix  months 
fubfequent  to  the  departure  of  Mil¬ 
denhall  from  Conftantinople,  the 
Eaft  India  Company  was  inftituted 
by  the  grant  of  a  charter  from  her 
majefty. 

This  charter  was  granted  to 
Geor6e  earl  of  Cumberland,  and 
two  hundred  and  fifteen  knights, 
aldermen,  and  merchants,  conftitu- 
ting  them  a  body  politic  and  cor¬ 
porate,  with  a  common  feal,  which 
they  were  permitted  to  alter  at  plea- 
fore,  and  under  the  title  of  the 
((  Governor  and  Company  of  Mer¬ 
chants  of  London  trading  to  the 
Eaft  Indies.”  Thomas  Smythe, 
Efq.  alderman  of  London,  gover¬ 
nor  of  the  Company,  and  twenty- 
four  directors,  were  nominated  in 
the  charter,  which  proceeds  to  en- 
adt,  that  a  governor  and  twenty- 
four  directors  (hall  be  chofen  an¬ 
nually,  but  in  future  by  the  Com¬ 
pany  themfelves  :  That  thefe  di¬ 
rectors  fhall  form  committees,  who 
fhall  jointly  have  the  direction  of 
the  voyages,  the  provifion  of  the 
(hipping  and  merchandize,  the  fale 
of  the  merchandize,  and  the  foie 
management  of  all  things  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Company:  That  thefe 
directors  (hall  take  the  oath  of  fide¬ 
lity,  and  that  every  member  fhall 
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take  an  oath  before  he  is  permitted 
to  traffic  as  a  freeman  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  :  That  freedom  (hall  be 
granted  to  them  and  their  fuccef- 
fors ;  their  fons,  when  arrived  at 
the  age  of  twenty -one;  to  their  ap¬ 
prentices,  faftors,  and  fervants,  em¬ 
ployed  by  them  for  the  fpace  of  fi  f¬ 
teen  years,  in  the  following 
terms,  -namely ,  ((  freely  to  traffic 
and  ufe  the  trade  of  merchandize 
by  fea,  in  and  by  fuch  ways  and 
paffiages  already  difcovered,  as  they 
fhould  edeem  and  take  to  be  fitted;, 
into  and  from  the  Eaft  Indies,  into 
the  countries  and  ports  of  Afia  and 
Africa,  and  into  and  from  all  the 
iflands,  ports,  havens,  creeks,  rivers 
and  places  of  Afia,  Africa,  and 
America,  or  any  of  them,  beyond 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  to  the 
(freight  of  Magellan,  where  any 
trade  or  traffic  may  be  ufed,  to  and 
from  every  of  them,  in  fuch  order, 
manner,  form,  liberty  and  condition, 
as  they  themfelves  fhall  from  time  to 
time  agree  upon.’-'  They  were 
likevvife  empowered  to  make  bye¬ 
laws  ;  to  inflidf  punifhments,  either 
corporal  or  pecuniary,  provided 
fuch  punifhments  accorded  with  the 
laws  of  England;  to  export  goods 
free  of  duty  for  four  years;  and. 
after  that  period,  the  duty  of  all 
exports  which  fhould  mifc2rry,  to 
be  deduced  from  future  goods  when 
(hipped.  For  the  cudoms  of  im¬ 
ported  goods,  they  were  allowed 
fix  months  credit  for  half,  twelve 
months  for  the  other  half,  and  a  free 
exportation  for  thirteen  months. 
They  were  permitted  to  export  to 
the  amount  of  30,0001,  in  foreign 
coin,  or  bullion,  on  the  exprefs  con¬ 
dition  that  6000l.  were  re-coined 
in  her  majefty’s  mint.  After  the 
completion  ol  a  voyage,  they  were 
obliged  to  return  the  fame  quan¬ 
tity  of  bullion  and  coin  that  had 
been  exported  in  that  voyage  ; 


but  from  this  condition  the  find 
voyage  was  excepted.  The  foie 
and  exclufive  right  was  granted  to 
them  of  the  traffic  to  India  ;  and 
all  other  Engliih  fubjefts  were  ex¬ 
cluded  from  it,  under  fevere  penal¬ 
ties.  It  was,  however,  added,  that 
if,  within  the  fpace  of  fifteen  years, 
(the  time  limited  by  the  charter,) 
this  monopoly  fhould  appear  in  any 
refpeci  detrimental  to  the  public,  it 
fhould  then,  upon  two  years  warn¬ 
ing  under  the  privy  feal,  become 
null  and  void ;  but  that  if  expe¬ 
rience  proved  this  new  corporation 
to  be  beneficial  to  the  nation  at 
large,  her  majefiy  agreed  not  only 
to  renew  their  charter,  but. to  add 
fuch  other  claufes  to  it  as  fhould 
appear  mod  conducive  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  the  Company,  as  well  as 
of  commerce. 

Having  obtained  this  advanta. 
geous  charter,  the  Company  pro¬ 
ceeded,  in  1601,  to  raife  a  fum  of 
money,  (but  not  in  one  joint  dock 
or  capital,)  in  order  to  commence 
their  trade  ;  and  though  individual 
(hares  were  limited  to  5  0l.  each, 
the  money  paid  into  the  treafurer’s 
hands,  in  a  fir  or  t  time,  amounted  to 
72,OOQl.  ;  a  circumdance  which  at- 
teds  the  popularity  of  the  fcheme 
amongd  the  merchants  of  London. 
Yet  there  were  not  wanting  thole 
who  endeavoured  to  decry  it,  in  va- 
rious  publications,  with  great  fpeci- 
oufnefs  of  fophidry,  and  vehemence 
ofexprefficn.  The  principal  points 
of  objection  which  were  advanced 
againd  the  trade  to  India  in  gene-* 
ral,  as  well  as  the  edablifhment  of 
an  exclufive  company  for  carrying 
it  on,  were,  id.  That  it  would  ex- 
hand  the  treafures  of  the  country. 
2/1.  That  the  feamen  employed  in 
the  trade  would  fall  a  facrifice  to 
the  pernicious  influence  of  the  cli¬ 
mate,  and  the  length  and  fatigue  of 
the  voyage  ;  and  thstf  our  naval 
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power  would  thereby  be  propor- 
tionally  weakened.  3d.  That  the 
returns  from  India  being  for  the 
moft  part  articles  of  luxury,  of 
which  there  was  no  need,  this  trade 
would  have  a  manifeft  tendency  to 
check  the  induflry  of  the  people, 
as  well  as  to  deprive  the  poor  ot 
employment.  4th.  That  the  impor¬ 
tation  of  India  goods  would  Icfien 
the  fale  of  home  manufactures.  5th. 
That  even  granting  the  neceffity  of 
the  trade,  it  was  not  only  impolitic, 
but  inconfiftent  with  the  free  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  Englifh  conftitution,  to 
give  away  the  natural  privileges  of 
the  people  at  large  to  a  particular 
fet  of  men.  6th.  That  the  free 
merchants,  by  whom  the  general 
commerce  of  the  nation  was  con¬ 
duced,  would  fupport  the  charge, 
and  regulate  the  management  of 

O  o 

this  one  branch,  infinitely  better 
than  a  few  directors,  whole  no¬ 
tions  of  trade,  the  very  monopoly 
they  were  concerned  in,  would  tend 
to  narrow  and  confine.  Laftly, 
that  it  was  fubverfive  of  every  prin¬ 
ciple  of  trade,  and  highly  inju¬ 
rious  to  the  public,  to  be  under  the 
necefiity  of  buying  at  the  ware- 
houfes  and  fales  of  one  company 
of  merchants,  all  the  commodities 
of  India  ;  and  thereby  enabling  that 
company,  by  preventing  all  com¬ 
petition,  to  regulate  the  price  of 
thofe  commodities,  according  to 
their  own  avaricious  notions,  ra¬ 
ther  than  to  the  fair  profits  of  trade. 

The  advocates  for  the  India  trade 
and  monopoly  replied  to  thefe  ob¬ 
jections  with  confiderable  force. 
They  urged,  firft,  that  all  nations 
who  ever  engaged  in  this  commerce 
had  drawn  great  advantages  from 
it,  and  that  the  hiftory  of  the  wifeft 
commercial  ftates  eftablifhed  this 
point  beyond  controverfy.  2d. 
That  nothing  could  contribute  more 


than  this  commerce  to  the  increafe 
of  our  naval  power,  on  account  of 
the  number  of  fnips  and  feamen 
that  would  probably  be  employed 
in  it.  3d.  That  nothing  could 
more  improve  the  art  of  navigation, 
than  voyages  along  fo  many  fhores, 
into  fo  many  feas,  through  fo  many 
climates,  and  round  the  greatcft 
part  of  the  globe.  4th.  That  this 
trade  would  bring  into  the  country 
an  incalculable  influx  of  wealth, 
whilft  it  furnifhed  employment  for 
a  great  number  of  induilrious  people 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  5th. 
That  many  thoufands,  who  would 
probably  be  employed  in  India, 
after  the  company  had  eftablifhed 
factories  there,  would  amafs  large 
fortunes,  with  which  they  would 
return  to  their  native  country,  and 
thereby  enlarge  the  common  flock 
of  national  opulence.  6th.  T  hat 
every  branch  of  commerce  in  the 
country  was  in  fome  meafure  de¬ 
pendant  on,  or  connected  with,  that 
to  India.  7th.  That  it  was  un¬ 
juft  to  overlook  the  quantity  of 
home  manufactures  which  the  com¬ 
pany,  by  the  terms  of  their  charter, 
were  annually  obliged  to  export  ; 
and  that  the  importation  of  un¬ 
wrought  commodities,  by  the  com¬ 
pany,  ought  likewife  to  be  con- 
fidered.  8th.  That  with  regard  to 
the  monopoly,  it  was  the  univerfal 
opinion  of  all  nations  concerned  in 
this  traffic,  that  it  could  not  fuc- 
ceed  by  an  open  trade.  9th.  That 
the  real  ftate  and  condition  of  a 
trade  to  a  country  fo  diftant,  could 
not  be  known,  nor  the  neceffary  re¬ 
gulations  and  inftruftions  for  that 
trade  be  executed,  by  any  other 
means  than  an  exclufive  company, 
10th.  That  to  place  the  India  trade 
under  the  immediate  direction  of 
the  crown,  would  be  much  more 
deftruCtive  to  the  freedom  of  the 
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Engllfh  conditution,  than  any  cor¬ 
rupt  influence  which  this  monopoly 
of  the  company  might  be  fuppofed 
in  time  to  acquire.  Ladly,  that 
for  all  thefe  reafons,  there  appear¬ 
ed  no  alternative,  but  either  en¬ 
tirely  to  abandon  the  trade  to  In¬ 
dia,  or  to  purfue  it  under  the  con¬ 
duct  of  an  exclufive  company. — 
Such  is  the  fubftance  of  the  animated 
difcuffions  that  took  place,  refpedl- 
ing  this  important  queftion  ;  and 
the  analyfls  we  have  given  is  the 
more  interefting,  as  it  contains 
nearly  all  the  arguments  which 
have  been  advanced  fince  that  pe¬ 
riod,  both  for  and  againft  the  In¬ 
dia  trade  and  monopoly,  by  emi¬ 
nent  fpeculative  philofophers,  cele¬ 
brated  political  economifts,  and 
great  practical  flatefmen. 

Whilft  the  politicians  and  mer¬ 
chants  of  London  were  occupied  in 
thefe  difcuffions,  the  governor  and 
directors  of  the  company  tverebu- 
fily  employed  in  equipping  their 
fird  trading  fleet;  which  confided 
of  one  (hip  of  600  tons,  one  of  300, 
two  of  200,  and  a  victualling  vef- 
fel  of  180  tons.  The  complement 
of  feamen  in  all  of  thefe  different 
fhips  amounted  to  480.  The  com¬ 
mand  of  the  fleet  was  given  to 
Captain  James  Lancadcr,  who  has 
been  already  mentioned,  and  whofe 
experience  and  knowledge  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Indian  leas,  as 
well  as  his  natural  good  fenfe  and 
abilities,  rendered  a  fit  perfon  to 
entrud  with  fo  valuable  and  im¬ 
portant  a  charge.  The  cargoes  of 
the  different  fhips  confided  chiefly 
of  tin,  lead,  iron,  iron-cannon, 
mufkets  and  cutlaffes,  which,  toge- 
gether  with  diver  bullion  and  Spa- 
nidi  dollars,  came  to '  £7,0001.  and 
the  remainder  of  the  72,0001.  the 
fum  originally  advanced  by  the 
company  for  .carrying  on  their 


trade,  was  entirely  expended  in . 
the  purchafe  and  equipment  of  the 
fhips, 

Lancafler  was  Inftrudled  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  eafiern  parts  of  India, 
for  the  purpofe  of  more  readily  pro¬ 
curing  fpices,  which  were  then  in 
great  demand  in  England  ;  and 
with  a  view  to  facilitate  the  ati 
tainment  of  that  objeCt,  the  queen 
addrejjed  a  letter  to  the  king  of 
Acheen,  in  the  ifland  of  Sumatra, 
offering  her  friendfhip  and  alliance 
to  that  monarch,  and  ekpr effing  an 
earned  hope  that  he  would  not  only 
allow  her  fubjeCts  to  trade  in  his 
dominions,  but  agree  to  enter  into  a 
treaty  of  commerce  with  her  ma- 
jedy,  which  ike  had  givep  the  bearer 
of  her  letter  full  powers  to  con¬ 
clude,  and  by  which  her  fubjedts 
fhould  be  fecured  in  fuch  privileges 
as  would  enable  them  to  trade  with 
confidence,  and  thereby  render  their 
traffic  advantageous  to  both  nations. 
On  the  13th  of  February  l601, 
the  fleet  failed  from  the  Downs, 
and  after  a  long  and  fickly  voyage 
of  fifteen  months  and  eighteen  days, 
arrived  in  the  road  of  Acheen  on 
the  5th  of  June  i602,  Lancafler 
immediately  fent  a  deputation  of 
feven  of  his  officers  to  the  king,  to 
inform  him  that  he  was  the  bear¬ 
er  of  a  letter  and  fome  valuable 
prefents  to  his  majefiy,  from  the 
queen  of  England,  and  that  he  fo- 
licited  his  permiffion  to  deliver 
them  in  perfon.  The  deputation 
met  with  the  greateft  refpedt,  and 
the  king  appointed  the  next  day 
to  receive  the  letter  and  prefents. 
Lancader  waited  upon  him  ac¬ 
cordingly,  and  he  was  received 
with  abundant  ceremony  and  po- 
litenefs,  the  degree  of  which 
with  Malay  princes  is  ufually  pro¬ 
portioned  to  the  number  of  veffels 
and  apparent-  drength  of  their  fo- 
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reign  vilitors.  On  being  conduced 
to  the  prefence  of  the  king,  Lan- 
cafler  delivered  the  letter  and  the 
prefents,  the  principal  article  of 
which  was  a  fan  of  feathers  ;  he 
then  declared  that  he  came  from 
England,  with  the  view  of  eh abl idl¬ 
ing  a  treaty  of  amity  and  com¬ 
merce  between  his  royal  miltrefs 
and  the  mighty  king  of  Acheen. 
His  majefty  expreffed  his  perfect 
yeadinefs  to  meet  the  wifhes  of  the 
queen  of  England,  to  whofe  fub- 
jedts  he  was  happy  to  fhew  every 
yefpeCt.  He  laid  that  he  would 
in  two  days  enter  into  the  terms  of 
the  treaty  ;  and,  having  ordered  Lan- 
caller  to  be  arrayed  in  a  magnificent 
habit  of  e  country,  and  armed 
with  two  creefes,  or  daggers,  he 
retired  from  the  court  of  audience. 
After  this  ceremonjr  the  Englifh 
agent  and  his  officers  were  invited 
to  a  fumptuous  banquet,  which  had 
been  prepared  for  them,  in  which 
the  fervice  was  of  gold,  and  at 
which  a  number  of  handfome  wo¬ 
men,  belonging  to  the  king,  richly 
attired  and  ornamented  with  brace¬ 
lets  and  jewels,  were  ordered  to  at¬ 
tend,  and  entertain  them  with 
dancing  and  mufic,  The  next  day 
the  king  fent  two  of  the  principal 
officers  of  his  court  to  fettle  with 
Lancafter  the  terms  of  a  commer¬ 
cial  treaty,  which  were  foon  agreed 
upon,  drawn  up,  and  executed.  By 
this  treaty,  it  was  ftipulated  that 
the  Englifh  fhould  have  a  free  en¬ 
try  into  the  port  of  Acheen,  and 
permiffion  to  trade  there  duty  free  ; 
that  Englifh  agents  fhould  he  al¬ 
lowed  to  refide  there,  and  that  they 
fhould  have  an  ample  fecurity  for 
the  punctual  performance  of  all  con¬ 
tracts  and.  bargains  into  which  they 
might  enter  with  the  native  mer¬ 


chants  ;  that  they  fhould  hare  au¬ 
thority  to  punifh  their  own  people, 
without  appealing  to  the  civil  ma¬ 
gi  ft  rates  of  the  country;  that  upon 
complaint  of  any  injuries  received 
from  the  Malays,  they  fhould  have 
juftice  fpeedily  rendered  to  them ; 
that  they  ftiould  be  exempted  from 
all  arrefts  in  refpeCl  to  goods  or 
prizes  ;  and  laftly,  that  they  fhould 
be  allowed  the  undifturbed  exercife 
oi  their  own  religion.  During  the 
time  that  the  treaty  was  preparing, 
the  Portugueze  miffionaries  redding 
at  Acheen  watched  with  a  jealous 
eagernefs  the  proceedings  of  the 
Englifh,  into  which  they  endea¬ 
voured  to  pry  ;  but  Lancafter,  who 
appears  to  have  poffeffed  a  confider- 
able  Hi  a  re  of  penetration,  and  great 
vigilance  and  activity,  completely 
defeated  their  defign,  by  bribing 
their  own  fpies,  whom  they  had 
placed  over  him,  and  employing 
them  as  inflruments  againft  them- 
felves. 

Having  thus  fully  accomplifhed 
the  principal  purpofe  of  his  voyage, 
having  fhipped  as  great  a  quan¬ 
tity  or  pepper  as  he  could  procure, 
and  fettled  a  fa&or  at  Acheen,  he 
failed  from  thence  for  Bantam,  on 
the  ifiand  of  Java.  On  his  pa  Rage 
thither  he  fell  in  with’  and  cap¬ 
tured  *  a  large  Portugueze  fhip, 
richly  laden  with  fpices. 

When  he  arrived  at  Bantam,  he 
delivered  to  the  king  of  that  coun¬ 
try  a  letter  and  prefents  from  queen 
Elizabeth,  with  which  that  mo¬ 
narch  was  infinitely  pleafed ;  and 
Lancafter  met  with  the  like  gra¬ 
cious  reception,  as  well  as  the  fame 
fuccefs  which  had  attended  his 
introduction,  and  rewarded  his  ju¬ 
dicious  co;  duCt,  at  the  court  of 
Acheen.  fie  obtained  from  the 

king 
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king  of  Bantam  all  the  privileges 
which  had  been  granted  by  the  king 
of  Acheen  in  his  commercial  treaty  ; 
and  having  completed  his  cargo  of 
pepper,  and  procured  a  houfe  for  a 
factor,  he  appointed  one  of  his  offi¬ 
cers  to  remain  in  the  country  in  that 
capacity,  and  failed  for  England, 
where  he  arrived  in  September 
l6'03,  after  an  abfence  of  two  years 
and  feven  months. 

Although  this  voyage  had  been 
much  more  profperous  than  even 
the  moil  fanguine  friend  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  had  ventured  to  hope,  it  ferved 
to  heighten,  rather  than  reprefs 
the  oppoiition  which  had  been  ori¬ 
ginally  made  to  the  monopoly  of 
the  Indian  trade ;  and  feveral  trea¬ 
ties  were  publilhed,  in  which  its 
abolition  was  forcibly  recom¬ 
mended. 

But  the  Company,  elated  with 
the  fuceefs  of  their  firft  adventure, 
and  confiding  in  the  fupport  of  go¬ 
vernment,  paid  little  attention  to 
the  violence  of  their  opponents  ; 
and  having  difpofed  of  their  India 
goods  to  great  advantage,  they  pro¬ 
ceeded,  like  fenlible  merchants,  to 
equip  their  fnips  for  a  fecond  voyage. 
The  countenance  which  they  re¬ 
ceived  from  James  the  Firft,  on  his 
acceffion  to  the  throne,  gave  a  new 
zeal  to  that  fpirit  of  enterprize  by 
which  they  were  actuated ;  and 
they  profecuted  their  fpeculations 
with  indefatigable  and  unwearied 
induftry. 

In  the  fpring  of  ldo4,  the  Com¬ 
pany  difpatched  their  fecond  fleet, 
confifting  of  three  fhips,  under  the 
command  of  Sir  Henry  Middleton, 
who  was  entrufted  with  letters  and 
prefents  from  the  king  to  the  In¬ 
dian  princes.  In  the  month  of  De¬ 
cember  following,  Middleton  ar¬ 
rived  at  Bantam,  where,  having  de¬ 
livered  the  letters  and  prefents  to 
tiie  prince,  he  left  two  of  his  fhips 


there  to  take  in  a  cargo  of  pepper, 
and  proceeded  with  the  other  to  the 
Molucca  iflands,  for  the  purpofe  of 
procuring  fpices.  On  his  arrival 
at  the  ifland  of  Ternate,  he  found  the 
Dutch  and  Portugueze  at  war,  not 
on  account  of  any  particular  point 
in  difpute  between  themfelves,  but 
from  having  efpoufed  a  quarrel  be¬ 
tween  the  kings  of  Ternate  and 
Tidore.  The  refult  of  this  war¬ 
fare,  however,  ferved  to  haften  the 
downfall  of  the  Portugueze  power 
in  thofe  iflands,  and  to  prepare  the 
way  for  the  dominion  of  the  Dutch. 
The  appearance  of  an  Englifh  fhip, 
at  this  period,  not  a  little  alarmed 
the  contending  parties ;  but  as 
England  was  in  alliance  with  Hol¬ 
land,  and  now  at  peace  with  Spain 
and  Portugal,  Middleton  prudently 
obferved  the  ftrideft  neutrality. — 
This  conduft,  however,  did  not 
avail  tofupprefs  the  jealoufy  which 
his  interference  in  the  fpice  trade 
excited  ;  and  the  Dutch,  who  were 
endeavouring  to  appropriate  this 
branch  of  commerce  to  themfelves, 
made  ufe  of  every  fecret  artifice 
that  their  ingenuity  could  invent, 
to  deter  the  natives  from  trading 
with  the  Englifh,  whom  they  re¬ 
prefen  ted  as  a  perfidious  and  pira¬ 
tical  people,  and  to  whom  they  at¬ 
tributed  the  very  defign  which 
they  themfelves  had  already  formed, 
of  conquering  the  Molucca  iflands, 
and  reducing  the  natives  to  a  ftate 
of  vaffalage.  But  the  Malays, 
who  looked  upon  all  Europeans  with 
a  fufpicious  eye,  were  as  much  in¬ 
clined  todiftruft  the  reprefen tations 
of  the  Dutch,  as  the  intentions  of 
the  Englifh  ;  and  as  the  latter  had 
brought  with  them  a  confidcrable 
quantity  of  fpecie,  they  opened  a 
traflic  without  any  hefitarion. — 
Middleton  therefore  foon  attained 
his  object,  notwithftanding  the  in¬ 
trigues  of  the  Dutch;  and  having 
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fnipped  a  very  valuable  cargo  of 
Apices,  he  returned  to  Bantam,  and 
from  thence,  in  company  with  his 
other  Blips,  to  England. 

Before  Middleton’s  return,  the 
Company  had  difpatched  another 
fleet  to  Bantam,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Sir  Edward  Michelbourn, 
who  arrived  there  fome  weeks  af¬ 
ter  his  departure.  During  the  time 
that  elapfed  between  the  depar¬ 
ture  of  one  fleet?,  and  the  arrival  of 
the  other,  the  Englifli  fadors  at 
Bantam  fullered  great  inconvenience, 
and  were  even  expofed  to  perfonal 
danger,  by  the  malignant  arts  which 
the  Dutch  unceafingly  employed  to 
prejudice  the  natives  againft  them. 
When  Michelbourn  arrived,  the 
fadors  communicated  to  him  the 
perilous  fituation  in  which  they 
flood,  and  which  difabled  them  from 
carrying  on  that  intercourfe  with  the 
natives  that  was  fo  effential  to  the 
purpofesof  trade.  Upon  this  informa¬ 
tion  Michelbourn,  who  was  a  man  of 
high  national  fpirit,  immediately 
fent  a  meffage  to  the  Dutch  admi¬ 
ral,  informing  him,  that  if  the  ar¬ 
tifices  by  which  the  Dutch  attempt¬ 
ed  to  injure  the  character  of  the 
Englifli  with  the  natives,  and  to 
moleft  the  fadors  in  the  peaceful 
exercife  of  their  duty,  were  not  di¬ 
rectly  difcontinued,  he  fhouid  con- 
flder  it  as  an  infill t  to  the  flag  of 
England,  and  avenge  it  accord¬ 
ingly.  This  fpirited  declaration 
awed  the  Dutch  admiral  into  a 
compliance  with  the  demand  it  con¬ 
veyed,  as  he  did  not  ehoofe  to  per- 
flft  in  the  practices  complained  of, 
at  the  hazard  of  an  open  rupture  ; 
and,  whilft  Michelbourn  remained  at 
Bantam,  the  Bribing  change  in  the 
behaviour  of  the  natives  towards 
the  Englifli  factors,  fufficiently  tef- 
tified  that  they  no  longer  aded 
under  the  influence  of  the  Dutch. 
Thefe  infidious  artifices  being  flip. 
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preffed,  and  the  difcon tents  t0 
which  they  had  given  rife  being  fla- 
tisfadorily  fettled,  the  Englifli  fleet 
returned  home,  and  in  the  month  of 
June  of  1606  arrived  at  Portfl- 
rnouth. 

The  almoft  unexampled  proflpe- 
rity  which  had  hitherto  attended 
the  trade  to  India,  determined  the 
Company  to  purfue  it  with  unaba¬ 
ted  activity.  A  fourth  fquadron, 
confifting  of  three  {hips,  was 
therefore  fitted  out  with  expedition 
and  alacrity,  and  the  command  of 
it  given  to  Captain  William  Keel¬ 
ing,  a  man  equally  well  acquainted 
with  the  bufinefs  of  commerce,  and 
the  arduous  duties  of  a  flea-faring 
life.  Upon  his  arrival  at  Bantam, 
he  found  the  fadors  reduced  to  the 
fame  diftrefs  from  which  they  had 
been  fo  lately  relieved,  and  the 
Dutch  exerting  their  induftry,  by 
every  fecret  means,  to  raife  jea- 
loufies  and  foment  diflurbances  be¬ 
tween  them  and  the  natives.  Af¬ 
ter  two  or  three  ftrong  remonftran- 
ces  from  Keeling,  however,  the 
Dutch  again  thought  it  prudent  to 
defift; and  the  affairs  of  Bantam  were 
once  more  reftored  to  a  temporary 
tranquillity.  The  Engliih  com¬ 
mander  then  proceeded  to  the  illands 
of  Lantore  and  Poolaway,  in  the  laft 
of  which  he  com  rafted  with  the 
natives  for  the  eftablifhment  of  a 
fadory  ;  a  circumftance  which  gave 
great  alarm  to  the  Dutch  fettlers 
on  that  ifland,  and  which  they  fe¬ 
cret  ly  exerted  all  their  influence  to 
oppofe.  But  the  avarice  which  the 
Dutch  fo  ftrongly  manifefted  in  all 
their  tranfadions  with  the  Malays, 
and  the  contemptuous  and  infolent 
manner  which  they  comported  them- 
felves  in  the  ifland  of  Poolaway,  ren¬ 
dered  their  interference  ol  no  avail ; 
and  Keeling  obtained  from  the  chiefs 
of  that  country,  not  only  permiffion 
to  ered  a  fadory,  but  a  written 
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agreement,  whereby  they  pledged 
themfelves  to  difpofe  of  their  fpices 
to  the  Englifh,  in  preference  to  any 
other  nation. 

In  confequence  of  this  fuccefs, 
Keeling  difpatched  one  of  his  fhips 
to  the  iflands  of  Banda  and  Am- 
boyna,  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
David  Middleton,  and  returned 
himfelf  to  Bantam.  On  Middle- 
ton’s  arrival  at  Banda,  he  found  the 
Dutch  fettlers  in  that  ifland  bufily 
occupied  in  conftruCting  a  fmall  for¬ 
tification  ;  and  fenfible  of  the  great 
advantage  which  they  would  there¬ 
by  derive  in  carrying  on  their  trade, 
from  the  refpeCt  and  awe  'with 
which  an  appearance  of  fo  much 
ftrength  and  feeurity  would  infpire 
the  natives,  he  determined,  if  pof- 
fible,  either  to  obftruCt  the  further 
progrefs  of  the  works,  or  to  pre¬ 
vail  upon  the  chiefs  of  the  ifland, 
in  confideration  of  a  large  fum  of 
money,  to  take  forcible  poffeffion 
of  it,  and  cede  it  in  perpetuity  to 
the  Englifh  nation.  This  conduct 
on  the  part  of  the  Englifh  comman¬ 
der,  which  nothing  but  aCtual  hof- 
tilities  with  the  Dutch  could  have 
juflified,  met  with  its  merited  fate. 
The  Dutch,  apprized  of  Middleton’s 
defign,  (hut  themfelves  up^in  their 
fort,  the  completion  of  which  they 
haftened,  and  took  every  precaution 
againft  a  fuddcn  attack  j  whilft,  at 
the  fame  time,  they  ilrove  to  avert 
a  rupture  with  the  Malay  chiefs,  by 
alluring  them,  that  the  fort  was  in¬ 
tended  for  the  general  defence  of  the 
ifland,  rather  than  the  particular 
feeurity  of  r heir  own  factory  ;  both 
of  which,  however,  would  be  in 
continual  danger,  as  long  as  any 
encouragement  was  given  to  the 
Engliih.  By  this  means,  and  by 
prefents  of  money,  they  warded 
off  an  attack  until  their  fortrefs 
was  entirely  finifhed  ;  after  which 
they  affumed  a  tone  of  defiance 


to  the  natives,  and  treated  Mid¬ 
dleton  with  that  derifion  and  oblo¬ 
quy  which  his  weak  attempt  to 
over-reach  them  naturally  provoked. 
The  refentment  of  the  Bandanefe, 
at  the  deception  which  was  thus 
praCtifed  upon  them,  broke  forth 
into  an  agony  of  rage,  and  they 
marched  in  great  numbers  to  the 
fort,  with  a  determination  to  fcale 
the  walls,  and  to  put  the  whole 
garrifon  to  death.  As  the  Dutch 
were  not  immediately  aware  of 
their  approach,  and  the  gates  of 
the  fort  had  been  left  open,  a  ge¬ 
neral  maffacre  would  have  enfued, 
if  the  Englifh,  whofe  humanity 
was  touched,  at  the  idea  of  fo  hor¬ 
rid  a  feene,  had  not  interpofed  as 
mediators,  and,  by  earned:  entreaties, 
perfi.aded  ^he  native  chiefs  to  come 
to  an  amicable  adjuftment  of  their 
differences  with  the  Dutch.  Yet 
notwithkanding  this  fignal  fervice 
performed  by  the  Englifh,  fuch  was 
the  rancorous  and  vindictive  jea- 
loufy  of  their  rivals,  that  it  not 
only  flified  every  fentiment  of  gra¬ 
titude  in  their  minds,  but  infligated 
them  to  form  the  atrocious  fcheme 
of  burning  Middleton’s  fhip,  or,  if 
that  failed  in  the. execution,  to  fink 
her  by  open  force.  Upon  receiving 
intelligence  of  this  intended  pro¬ 
ceeding,  Middleton  remonflrated 
with  the  Dutch  governor  in  the 
bitterefb  terms,  accufing  him  of 
diffimulation,  ingratitude,  bafenefs, 
and  of  a  violation  of  every  princi¬ 
ple  and  every  right  of  humanity. 
But  he  who  was  capable  of  forming 
fuch  a  project,  under  fuch  cireum- 
ftances,  could  feel  no  fliame,  much 
lefs  any  compunCtion  and  repen¬ 
tance,  at  the  detection  of  his  hor¬ 
rible  defign.  The  governor  liken¬ 
ed  to  Middleton’s  reinonftrance  with 
the  moll  perfeCt  compofure,  and  with 
apparent  indifference,  and  neither 
denied  the  charge,  nor  offered  any 
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excufe  in  palliation  of  his  inten¬ 
tions.  He  told  him,  that  the 
i Hands  of  Banda  and  Lantore  were 
the  exclufive  property  of  the  Dutch  ; 
and  that  he,  therefore,  was  refolved 
to  take  an  efredual  means  of  pre¬ 
venting  the  Englifh  from  trading 
with  the  natives.  Upon  this  de. 
claration,  Middleton  thought  it  un¬ 
fare  to  continue  longer  at  Banda,  as 
Be  had  neither  the  force  nor  the 
inclination  to  proceed  to  adual  hof- 
tilities.  He  therefore  weighed  an¬ 
chor,  and  returned  to  Poolaway, 
where  he  took  in  a  cargo  of  fpices ; 
after  which  he  purfued  his  courfe 
to  Bantam  to  rejoin  thefquadron. 
Keeling,  on  his  arrival,  fet  fail  for 
England,  and  in  the  month  of  May 
1610,  anchored  in  the  Downs,  af¬ 
ter  a  long  but  a  highly  profperous 
voyage. 

When  the  account  of  the  recent 
occurrences  in  the  fpice  illands 
was  communicated  to  the  diredors 
of  the  Company,  it  filied  them 
with  aftonifhment  and  indignation  3 
and  they  immediately  drew  up  and 
prefented  a  fpirited  memorial  to  the 
king,  fating  the  obflrudions  which 
their  trade  had  met  with,  and  the 
lofs  it  had fultained,  from  the  nefa¬ 
rious  machinations  of  the  Dutch  3 
and  praying  that  his  majefty  would 
be  graciouily  pleafed  to  make  a 
reprefen  tat  ion  of  the  grievances 
they  complained  of  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Holland,  and  to  demand 
an  adequate  redrefs.  James  re¬ 
ceived  their  petition  with  his  ac- 
cufiomed  complaifance  ;  but  his  pa¬ 
cific  difpofition,  and  political  timi¬ 
dity,  rendered  him  fo  averfe  to 
any  public  meafure  which  he  con¬ 
ceived  might  involve  him  in  a  dif- 
pute  with  a  foreign  fate,  that, 
though  he  approved  of  the  fpirit 
and  juftnefs  of  their  remonftrance, 
he  never  complied  with  their  re- 
queft.  The  diredors  then  applied 
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to  the  miniftry  for  a  fquadron  of 
men  of  war,  to  proted  their  trade 
from  the  interruptions  and  infults 
to  which  it  was  expofed  3  but  this 
was  likewife  denied  them.  Under 
thefe  circumftances  the  Company 
judicioufly  refolved  to  build  one  or 
two  flips,  and  to  hire  others,  of  a 
fize  and  force  fufneient  to  defend 
their  trade  from  the  hoftile  jea- 
loufy  by  which  it  was  affailed. — T- 
And  as  experience  had  now  (hewn, 
that  the  fuperior  advantages  pof- 
feffed  by  the  Portugueze  and  Dutch 
in  Indian  commerce,  arofefrom  thefe 
nations  having  made  themfelves 
matters  of  fpacious  harbours,  formed 
regular  fettlements,  and  ereded  for¬ 
tifications  in  various  parts  of  India, 
the  Company  were  fully  convinced 
they  had  no  chance  of  combating 
thefe  advantages,  and  of  acquiring  an 
equal  degree  of  commercial  confe- 
quence,  but  by  adopting  the  fame 
principles  of  condud,  and  by  pur- 
fuing  a  fimilar  courfe.  But  limited 
in  their  financial  refources,  and 
yet  imperfedly  acquainted  with  the 
means  of  enlarging  them,  it  was 
only  by  indefatigable  perfeverance, 
and  the  patient  hand  of  induftry, 
that  they  hoped  to  attain  the  en¬ 
vied  condition  of  their  rivals. 

With  this  profped  the  Company, 
in  1610,  folicited  the  king  for  an 
enlargement  of-their  charter,  which 
he  confented  to  grant,  in  confe- 
quence,  he  faid,  “  of  the  great  be¬ 
nefit  that  the  nation  had  already 
derived  from  their  trade,  as  well  as 
of  the  ability  with  which  it  was 
conduded.”  Animated  with  this 
inftance  of  the  royal  favour,  and 
the  alluring  hopes  of  future  fuc- 
ceffes,  they  pufhed  forward  their 
exertions  with  additional  force  and 
a  more  lively  adivity.  In  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  year  161  i,  a  fqua¬ 
dron  was  difpatched  to  Acheen  in 
Sumatra  3  and,  in  a  fliort  time  after¬ 
wards. 
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wards,  two  (hips,  built  according 
to  their  plan,  and  at  the  Company’s 
eoft,  were  ready  to  be  launched. 
One  of  thefe  was  1200  tons  bur¬ 
den,  and  the  largeft  veffel  which 
had  hitherto  been  built  in  Eng¬ 
land  ;  the  other  was  250  tons,  and 
was  called  a  pinnace.  The  build¬ 
ing  of  fo  fine  a  fhip  rendered  the 
Company  extremely  popular  ;  as  it 
was  efteemed  a  matter  of  public 
utility,  not  only  with  refpedl  to 
commerce,  but  to  the  encourage¬ 
ment  and  advancement  of  naval  ar- 
chitedure  :  And  the  king,  with  a 
view  to  countenance  the  under¬ 
taking,  attended  the  launching  of 
the  fhip,  accompanied  by  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  and  a  number  of  the 
principal  nobility  ;  on  which  occa- 
fion,  a  fumptuous  and  magnificent 
entertainment  was  prepared  for  his 
majefty,  who  named  the  large  fhip 
the  “  Trade’s  Increafe,”  and  the 
other  the  “  Pepper  Corn.” 

When  thefe  veffel s  were  equip¬ 
ped  for  fea,  the  command  of  them 
was  given  to  Sir  Henry  Middle- 
ton,  a  ftation  which  his  experience 
fo  well  qualified  him  to  fill,  and  to 
which  his  former  meritorious  fer- 
vices  fo  juftly  entitled  him.  The 
commerce  of  the  Company  had  hi¬ 
therto  been  carried  on  with  the 
eaftern  Archipelago;  but  it  was 
now  deemed  expedient  to  commence 
an  intercourfe  with  the  fea-ports 
both  on  the  Continent  of  India, 
and  in  Arabia,  and  to  endeavour 
to  obtain  a  footing  on  the  coafts  of 
Malabar  and  Guzerat.  With 
thefe  objects  in  view,  Middleton 
failed  from  England,  and  having 
paffed  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
fteered  for  thefiraits  ofBabel-Man- 
del,  from  whence  he  proceeded  to 
Mocho.  But  an  unlucky  affair,  in 
which  he  was  embroiled  with  the 
government  of  that  place,  foon  af¬ 
ter  his  arrival,  involved  him  in 
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difficulties,  that  not  only  prevented 
him  from  trading  there,  but  retard¬ 
ed  the  progrefs  of  his  voyage. 
Having  gone  on  fhore,  attended 
by  forne  of  his  officers,  a  quarrel 
arofe  in  the  ftreet  between  them 
and  the  inhabitants,  in  which  the 
latter  had  the  fuperiority ;  feveral 
of  the  Englifh  were  killed,  and 
Middleton  himlelf  narrowly  efca- 
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ped.  Incenfed  at  this  circumflance, 
he  imprudently  charged  the  govern¬ 
ment  with  a  deliberate  intention  to 
murder  him  and  his  people,  and 
threatened  to  deftroy  the  town  unlefo 
an  ample  and  immediate  atonement 
was  made.  This  violence  fo  much 
alarmed,  as  well  as  exafperated  th© 
Arabs,  that  they  immediately  threw 
him  into  a  dungeon  in  chains, 
threatening  him  with  torture,  if 
not  death,  unlefs  he  gave  orders  for 
the  furrender  of  his  fhips.  But 
Middleton,  undifmayed,  and  un¬ 
moved,  told  them  with  an  intrepid 
voice,  “  that  his  life  was  in  their 
power,  and  they  might  deprive  him 
of  it;  but  that  no  torments  they 
could  inflidt,  fhould  make  him  guilty 
of  the  ignominy  of  complying  with 
their  demand,  and  of  bafely  tar- 
nifhing  his  own  honour,  and  dif- 
gracing  his  country,”  His  mag¬ 
nanimity  reftrained  the  fury  of  the 
Arabs,  and  they  contented  them- 
felves  with  keeping  him  in  con¬ 
finement,  in  the  expedition  of  his- 
propofing  to  ranfom  his  deliverance. 
In  this,  however,  they  were  difap- 
pointed  :  for,  after  an  imprifonment 
of  fix  months,  he  found  means  to 
died!  his  efcape  to  his  fhips,  which, 
during  his  captivity,  had  kept  upon 
the  Abyflinian  coaft.  Having  now 
an  opportunity  of  refenting  the  in¬ 
dignity  he  had  received,  he  fent  a 
mefiage  to  the  government  of  Mo¬ 
cho,  intimating,  “  that  if  they  did 
not  inftantly  releafe  the  remaining 
prifoners,  and  render  ample  fatis- 
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fa&ion  for  the  heavy  lofs  he  had 
fuftained,  he  would  fink  all  their 
(hips  in  the  harbour,  and  fire  upon 
the  town.’*  This  menace  termi¬ 
nated  the  quarrel ;  the  prifoners  were 
liberated,  and  Middleton  received  a 
confiderable  fum  of  money  as  a 
compenfation  for  his  fufferings. 

Having  thus  failed  in  his  expec¬ 
tations  of  fettling  a  fa&ory  in  Ara¬ 
bia,  he  refoived  to  proceed  to  In¬ 
dia,  where,  from  the  peaceful  dif- 
pofition  of  the  inhabitants,  he  en¬ 
tertained- fanguine  hopes  of  fuccefs. 
After  re-paffing  theftraits  of  Babel- 
Mandel,  he  (leered  for  the  Gulf 
of  Cambaya,  in  the  province  of 
Guzerat.  Upon  his  arrival  there, 
he  received  intelligence  that  a  Por- 
tugueze  fleet,  confiding  of  fix  men 
of  war  and  twelve  galleys,  was  fta- 
tioned  at  the  bar  of  the  river  of 
Surat,  for  the  avowed  purpofe  of 
preventing  any  European  nation 
from  trading  to  that  valuable  mart. 
Having  no  alternative,  but  either 
abandoning  the  principal  objeft  of 
his  voyage,  or  hazarding  an  aCtion 
with  this  armament,  he  gallantly 
determined  on  the  latter,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  inferiority  of  his  force. 
He  accordingly  fet  fail  for  the  port 
of  Sually,  a  place  fituated  within  a 
few  leagues  of  Surat,  where  the 
Company  had  juft  eftablifhed  a  fac¬ 
tory  ;  and  being  there  joined  by  fix 
veffels  which  had  lately  arrived 
from  England,  he  proceeded  againft 
the  Portugueze,  with  that  confi- 
dence-which  the  juftice  of  his  caufe 
and  the  ardour  of  his  public  fpirit 
united  to  inlpire.  When  he  came 
in  fight  of  the  Portugueze  fleet,  he 
crowded  fail  upon  his  (hips,  and  ad¬ 
vanced  towards  the  entrance  of  the 
river,  with  fuch  celerity,  that  he 
was  clofe  upon  the  enemy  before 
they  were  prepared  for  his  recep¬ 
tion.  The  advantage  which  he 
thus  gained,  he  followed  up  with 


great  fk ill  and  uncommon  mtfepu 
dity.  Seeing  the  confufion  into 
which  the  Portugueze  were  thrown, 
not  lefs  by  the  unexpected  vigour 
of  the  firft  attack,  than  by  the  da¬ 
mage  they  were  fuftaining  from  the 
well-direCted  fire  that  inceffantly 
affailed  them,  he  feized  a  favour¬ 
able  opportunity,  and  boarded  feve- 
ral  of  their  largeft  (hips,,  which,  af¬ 
ter  a  defperate  conflict,  he  compelled 
to  furrender  :  And  this  hold  and 
daring  conduct  ftruck  fuch  terror 
into  the  reft  of  the  fleet,  that  they 
cut  their  cables  and  put  to  fea  in 
the  utmoft  confternation. 

Middleton  then  proceeded  up  the 
river  in  triumph,  and  landed  at  Su¬ 
rat  ;  but  notwithftanding  the  glory 
of  his.  victory,  and  the  confequent 
refpeCt  and  diftinefion  with  which 
he  was  received  by  the  inhabitants, 
to  whom  the  Portugueze  had  long 
been  peculiarly  obnoxious ;  fuch 
was  the  influence  which  the  Je- 
fuits  pofleffed  with  the  Mogul  go¬ 
vernment,  that  he  was  not  only 
unable  to  obtain  any  promife  of 
protection  for  the  Company’s  fu- 
percargoes,  who  had  come  from 
England  the  preceding  year,  but 
was  told  that  they  could  not  be 
permitted  to  refide  there  any  lon¬ 
ger.  Upon  this  declaration  he 
thought  fit  to  depart  from  Surat, 
but  not  without  confiderable  cha¬ 
grin  and  difappointment.  He, 
however,  refoived  to  revenge  him- 
felf  on  the  Portugueze  ;  and  hav¬ 
ing  been  informed  that  two  of  their 
veffels,  richly  laden,  were  lying 
at  Damaun,  he  proceeded  thither, 
and  captured  them  after  a  feeble 
refiftance.  He  then  returned  to 
the  Red  Sea,  where  he  met  with  a 
valuable  Arab  fleer,  of  feventeen 
fail,  bound  to  Mocho,  from  India, 
the  whole  of  which  he  feized  and 
detained,  until  the  inhabitants  of 
Mocho,  who  had  a  deep  intereft  in 
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its  prefervation,  paid  him  a  large  fum  the  good  fenfe  and  found  policy 
of  money  to  redeem  it.  This  ila-  it  contains. 


grant  ad  of  piracy,  which  receives 
no  extenuation  from  the  idea  of  his 
being  infligated  to  it  by  a  rank, 
ling  remembrance  of  his  former  in¬ 
juries,  calls  a  (hade  over  his  cha¬ 
racter,  that  even  the  brilliancy  of 
his  preceding  aClions  cannot  dif- 
pel.  After  this  affair,  he  proceeded 
to  Ceylon,  and  from  thence  to  Ban¬ 
tam,  where  he  died. 

Whilft  Middleton  was  thus  em¬ 
ployed  in  afferting  the  dignity  of 
the  .Hag,  and  the  fuperiority  of  the 
arms  of  England,  on  the  weftern 
fhores  of  Hindutlan,  the  Company 
had  difpatched  Captain  Saris,  with 
a  fquadron  v>f  three  fhips,  to  Japan, 
with  a  view  to  eftablilh  a  commer¬ 
cial  intercourfe  with  that  country. 
This  fquadron  failed  from  the 
Downs  in  lfjll,  and  arrived  at 
Japan  towards  the  end  of  that  year ; 
when  Captain  Saris  obtained  an 
audience  of  the  Emperor,  to  whom 
he  delivered  a  letter  and  valuable 
prefents  from  James  the  Firft,  and  by 
whom  he  was  received  in  the  moll 
gracious  manner,  and  with  all  the 
politenefs  for  which  that  polifhed 
court  is  fo  eminently  dillinguifhed 
amongft  oriental  nations.  The 
Dutch,  who  had  been  previoufiy 
fettled  there,  exerted  all  their  in¬ 
genuity,  and  made  ufe  of  every 
flratagein  to fruftrate  Saris’s  views; 
but  the  Japanefe  monarch  pofTeffed 
far  too  much  difcernment  and  faga- 
city  to  be  milled  by  their  repre- 
fentations  of  the  Enplifh  charac- 
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ter,  which  he  perceived  felf-inte- 
relled  motives  alone  induced  them 
to  make.  He  did  not,  therefore, 
hefitate  to  conclude  a  treaty  ofcom- 
mcrce  with  Captain  Saris,  by  which 
the  Company  obtained  very  im¬ 
portant  privileges,  and  which  is  in 
itfelf  deferving  of  praife,  as  well 
for  the  equitable  principles  as  for 


Having,  in  confequence  of  this 
treaty,  (hipped  a  large  quantity  of 
the  commodities  of  Japan,  and  left 
there  eight  agents  to  condudl  the 
affairs  of  the  Company,  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  China,  and  from  thence 
to  the  Moluccas  and  Bantam. 

The  profperity  which  attended 
this  lafl  voyage,  no  lefs  than  the 
fignal  viftory  achieved  by  Middle- 
ton,  confpired  to  fpread  the  fame 
of  the  Englifh  in  various  parts  of 
Alia.  Hence  the  Dutch  on  the 
■eaftern,  and  the  Portugueze  on  the 
weflern  fide  of  India,  continued 
with  a  reftlefs  jealoufy  to  moleft 
the  commerce  of  the  Company,  both 
by  hidden  artifices  and  open  de¬ 
predations.  It  therefore  became 
indifpenfable  to  furnifh  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  fhips  with  all  the  naval  im¬ 
plements  of  war,  and  appoint  to 
each  a  fufficient  number  of  officers 
and  men,  to  ufe  thefe  with  {kill 
and  effect,  in  order  to  fecure  the 
trade,  and  to  maintain  an  equality, 
if  not  a  preponderance  of  power,  in 
the  Indian  Teas.  To  enable  them  to 
bear  the  great  additional  expence 
attending  the  alteration  in  the 
equipment  of  their  fhips,  the  Com¬ 
pany  formed  (A.  D.  1612)  their 
individual  fhares  into  one  general 
capital,  or  joint  flock,  which 
amounted  to  1, 500,0001. 

In  conformity  with  the  defign 
of  this  new  arrangement,  the  Com¬ 
pany  in  the  fpring  of  ]  6  1 3,  fitted 
out  an  armament,  confifling  of  four 
fhips,  mounting  8  0  guns  each,  and 
proportionably  manned.  Captain 
'Thomas  Bell  was  chofen  to  com¬ 
mand  this  fquadron  ;  a  man  whofe 
nautical  knowledge,  ardent  fpirit, 
and  dauntlefs  intrepidity,  Angular¬ 
ly  qualified  him  for  the  itation. 
He  was  dir  died  to  proceed  to  Su¬ 
rat  j  and  fome  men  of  good  addrefs, 
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ant 1  well  {killed  in  commercial  biifi- 
nefs,  were  appointed  to  accompany 
him  thither,  in  the  capacity  of  fuper- 
cargocs,  for  the  purpofe  of  opening 
a  negotiation  with  the  Mogul  Em¬ 
peror  Jehangeer,  with  a  view  to 
obtain  his  permilfion  to  build  fac¬ 
tories  in  his  dominions.  On  the 
arrival  of  the  fquadron  at  Surat, 
it  was  found  that  the  Portugueze 
had  loft  much  of  their  influence, 
in  confequence  of  their  interference 
with  the  eftablilhed  religions  of  the 
country,  which,  with  fuch  unwea¬ 
ried  induftry,  they  were  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  fubvert.  The  Englifh  agents 
therefore  ft  rove  to  gain  over  to  their 
interefts  the  officers  of  the  Mogul 
government  who  commanded  at  Su¬ 
rat,  by  aflfurances,  that  the  religion 
of  the  people  of  England  was  much 
more  mild  and  tolerant  than  that  of 
the  Portuguese,  who  had  departed 
from  the  priftine  purity  of  thofe 
principles  which  regulated  the  con- 
duff  of  the  early  difciples  of  Chrift. 
Thefe  aflfurances,  together  with  the 
good  faith  which  the  Englifh  had 
obferved  in  ail  their  mercantile 
tranfadfions,  argued  very  forcibly 
in  their  favour ;  and  induced  the 
fubahdar  of  Guzerat  to  ufe  his  influ¬ 
ence  in  perfuading  the  Emperor  to 
grant  them  thofe  privileges  which 
they  were  fo  felicitous  to  obtain. 

In  the  mean  while,  intelligence 
having  been  conveyed  to  the  Por- 
tugueze  viceroy  at  Goa,  of  the  fuc- 
cefsful  negotiation  which  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  were  carrying  on  with  the 
Mogul  government,  he  refolved  at 
once  to  ftrike  a  deciflve  blow,  and 
by  deftroying  their  fleet,  put  an 
end  to  their  prefen t  profpefts.  He 
accordingly  difpatched  to  Surat  a 
large  armament,  confifting  of  four 
large  galleons,  and  twenty-fix  fri¬ 
gates,  having  on  board  5  000  men, 
and  i  SO  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance. 
rX  he  Engkffi  commander  was  not 


of  a  temper  of  mind  to  be  difeon* 
certed,  much  lefs  alarmed,  at  the 
appearance  of  fo  formidable  a  force. 
He  no  fooner  deferied  the  enemy 
than  he  weighed  anchor,  with  his 
fmall  fleet,  and,  with  an  heroic  in¬ 
trepidity,  ftood  out  to  lea  to  give 
them  battle.  When  the  hoflile  fleets 
met,  the  evening  was  fo  far  advanced, 
that,  after  a  partial  adtion,  the  de- 
cifion  of  the  battle  was,  by  mutual 
confent,  poftponed  till  the  fuc- 
ceeding  day.  The  Portugueze  fpent 
the  whole  night  in  prayers  for  vic¬ 
tory  ;  the  Englifh  employed  that 
time  in  making  fuch  preparations 
as  might  give  them  a  chance  of  ob¬ 
taining  it.  Captain  Beil  viflted 
the  different  fhips  of  his  fleet,  ^gave 
directions  to  each  commander,  and 
animated  the  crews,  by  telling 
them,  that  their  own  fafety,  as  well 
as  the  hopes  of  their  country,  de¬ 
pended  on  their  exertions,  which,  if 
crowned  with  fuceefs,  would  be  to 
them,  not  only  a  fource  of  glory 
but  of  wealth.  Elevated  to  a  pitch 
of  enlhufiafm  with  this  exhorta¬ 
tion,  and  the  flattering  profpedts 
which  it  held  out,  they  re-com¬ 
menced  the  engagement,  at  the  firft 
dawn  of  the  morning,  with  aftonifh- 
ing  and  almo-ft  reflfllefs  fury.  The 
Portugueze  received  the  attack 
with  refolution,  and  returned  it 
with  bravery,  though  not  with 
(kill.  Relying  too  confidently  on 
the  great  fuperiority  of  their  num¬ 
bers,  they  furrounded  the  Englifh 
fhips  with  the  intention  of  boarding 
them  :  but  this  manoeuvre  being 

,  <ay 

ill  performed,  threw  their  whole 
fleet  into  the  utmoft  confufion  ;  and 
Bell  raking  advantage  of  this  cir- 
cumftance,  poured  in  his  broadfides 
upon  them  with  frefh  aydour  and 
redoubled  activity.  In  this  fitua- 
tion  the  (laughter  in  the  Portu¬ 
gueze  fleet  became  fo  great,  that  the 
fpirit  of  their  Tailors  began  to  droop  "; 
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and  being  exhaufted  with  the  fatigue 
of  inceffant  firing  for  upwards  of 
eight  hours,  they  were  unable  any 
longer  to  withftand  the  unabated  im- 
petuofity  of  the  Englifh  :  and,  the 
Portugueze  Admiral  finding  his  men 
too  much  difheartened  to  continue 
the  conflict,  made  fail,  and  fleered 
for  Goa,  in  the  greateft  diforder. 
The  Englifh  {hips  had  fuftained 
fuch  confide rabie  damage,  that  Bell, 
who  united  prudence  with  his  en- 
terprifing  valour,  thought  it  too 
hazardous  to  attempt  to  chafe  the 
flying  enemy  ;  and  he  returned  to 
Surat  with  his  triumphant  fleet,  to 
the  infinite  wonder,  and  unfpeaka- 
ble  joy  and  admiration  of  the  in¬ 
habitants,  who  from  the  fhore  had 
beheld  the  whole  battle,  Seided 
Khan,  an  omrah  of  high  rank,  who 
commanded  the  Mogul  troops  in 
the  diftriCt  of  Surat,  and  who  was 
one  of  the  aftonilhed  fpedators 
of  the  combat,  fo  much  admired 
the  extraordinary  hcroifm  of  the 
Englifh  commander,  that  he  invited 
him  to  his  camp,  where  he  received 
him  with  all  the  honours  which  it 
was  cuftomary  to  confer  on  the  moft 
diftinguiftied  military  characters, 
and  prefen  ted  him  with  a  vaft  num¬ 
ber  of  coftly  and  warlike  prefents. 

Whilft  Belt  was  thus  enjoying 
the  praifes  of  a  foreign  nation, 
which  muft  be  fo  gratifying  to  the 
native  pride  of  a  brave  fpirit,  he 
did  not  negleCt  to  repair  his  fleet, 
and  to  keep  it  in  conftant  readinefs 
for  any  farther  attack  which  the 
Portugueze  might  meditate.  The 
neceflity  of  his  keeping  his  fleet  in 
this  ftate  of  preparation  was  foon 
proved.  The  Portugueze  govern¬ 
ment  of  Goa,  enraged  at  the  inglo¬ 
rious  defeat  which  their  formidable 
armament  had  fuftained,  equipped, 
with  all  poflible  expedition,  another 
of  {fill  greater  force,  in  order  to 
retrieve  their  national  charader, 
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for  naval  knowledge  and  prowefs, 
which  the  amazing  fuperiority  of 
the  Englifh  had  fo  deeply  degraded.. 
When  this  fecond  armament  ap¬ 
peared  off  Surat,  Beft>,  with  that 
daring  confidence  which  his  former 
triumph  naturally  infpired,  inftant- 
ly  refolved  to  engage  it.  Raving 
purfued  the  fame  plan  that  in  the 
lap;  aCtion  proved  fo  fuccefsful,  and 
broke  through  the  center  of  the 
enemy’s  fleet,  a  defperate  conflict 
took  place,  in  which,  after  various 
viciflitudes,  during  the  fpace  of  five 
hours,  he  was  at  laft  fuccefsful. 
The  Portugueze,  in  the  moft  Blat¬ 
tered  condition,  and  in  the  greateft: 
confufion,  were  compelled  to  re¬ 
treat,  leaving  the  Englifh  decided 
matters  of  the  fea, 

Thefe  victories,  which  refleCt  fo 
much  luftre  on  the.  character  of 
Britifh  feamen,  as  well  as  on  that  of 
the  gallant  officer  who  gained  them, 
produced  the  moft  important  bene¬ 
fits  to  the  Company’s  trade.  The 
Portugueze  were  now  taught,  by  a 
memorable  example,  to  refpeCt  the 
flag  of  England,  and  not  to  difturb 
her  commerce  in  the  Eaft,:  whilft: 
the  Mogul  emperor,  confiding  in 
the  honour  and  integrity  of  fo  brave 
a  people,  no  longer  hefitated  to 
allow'  the  Englifh  to  eftablifh  a  re¬ 
gular  faftory  at  Surat,  and  to  trade 
freely  to  all  parts  of  his  extenfive 
empire. 

Having  fo  gloriously  attained 
the  great  objeCts  he  had  in  view 
in  the  weftern  parts  of  India,  and 
having  completely  refitted  his  fleet, 
Beft  proceeded  to  Acheen,  where 
he  procured  from  the  king  of  that 
country  a  renewal  of  his  former 
treaty  with  the  Company,  together 
with  fome  additional  privileges  : 
from  thence  he  went  to  the  iftandof 
Banda,  where  he  (hipped  a  valuable 
cargo  of  fpices,  with  which  he  fet 
fail  for  England.  On  his  arrival  in 
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London,  the  Company  conferred 
upon  him  the  moil  diftinguifhing 
and  fubdantial  marks  of  their  fa¬ 
vour  ;  but  in  the  applaufe  of  the 
public,  with  which  he  was  every 
where  greeted,  he  met  a  reward  kill 
more  Congenial  to  his  noble  mind. 

The  eminent  fuccefs  that  had 
now  crowned  the  Company’s  arms, 
gave  a  high  tone  of  elevation  and  <  i- 
gour  to  their  commercial  fpirit ;  and 
they  began  to  extend  their  views 
to  more  comprehtnfive  and  afpiring 
objefts.  The  encouragement  they 
had  received  from  the  Mogul  court, 
and  the  high  opinion  entertained  of 
the  Englifh  by  the  people  of  India, 
were  circumdances  which  it  be¬ 
hoved  them  to  improve,  and  from 
which  they  juftly  con  fide  red  the 
moft  permanent  advantages  might 
be  derived.  It  appeared  to  them, 
that  if  a  mato  of  rank  and  talents 
were  fent  in  the  c  ha  rafter  of  am- 
baffador  from  the  king  of  England 
to  the  emperor  of  Hindudan,  and 
with  a  fpecial  commiffion  for  con¬ 
cluding  a  treaty  of  commerce  and 
amity  between  the  two  countries, 
very  valuable  immunities  might  be 
obtained,  and  thofe  already  granted 
ratified  and  fecured.  Such  a  treaty 
with  the  mod  powerful  monarch  in 
Aha  would  give  the  Englifh  con- 
fiderable  weight  and  confequence  in 
their  tranfaftiens  with  eadern  na¬ 
tions.  To  this  effect,  therefore, 
the  governor  and  direftors  of  the 
Company  drew  up  a  memorial  to 
the  king,  earneflly  intreating  him 
to  accede  to  a  meafure  which  would 
not  only  promote  the  general  in_ 
terefls,  but  redound  to  the  honour 
of  the  country.  James,  who  had 
Uniformly  patronized  the  Company 
in  every  fchrme  that  was  not  re¬ 
pugnant  to  his  own  pacific  maxims, 
liltencd  to  the  prefen t  propofal  with 
a  favourable'ear,  and  appointed  Sir 
Thomas  Roe  as  his  ambaffador  to 
the  Mogul  court. 


Accordingly,  a  fuitable  train  of 
attendants  was  chofen  to  accompany 
theembaffy,  and  a  magnificent  date 
coach,  and  other  codly  articles,  were 
prepared  as  prefents  from  James  to 
Jehangeer.  In  the  beginning  of 
March  1 6 14,  Sir  Thomas  Roe  em¬ 
barked  on  board  a  large  {hip,  pur- 
pofely  fitted  up  for  his  reception, 
which,  together  with  a  convoy  of 
three  other  armed  veffels,  failed  for 
Surat,  where  the  embaffy  was  land¬ 
ed,  after  a  voyage  of  fix  months. 

At  this  period  Jehangeer  redded 
at  Ajmere,  whither  intelligence  of 
the  arrival  of  an  Englifh  ambaffa¬ 
dor  was  immediately  difpatched. 
The  emperor  received  the  informa¬ 
tion  with  great  fatisfaclion ;  fent  a 
vakeel  or  envoy  to  Surat  to  invite 
the  ambaffador  to  court ;  and  gave 
orders  that  the  utmod  refpeft 
fhould  be  fhewn  him  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  towns  through  which  he 
would  pafs.  On  die  emperor’s 
meffage  being  delivered  to  Sir 
Thomas  Roe,  he  proceeded  to 
Ajmere;  and  on  his  way  thither 
dopped  at  Brahmpur,  the  capital  of 
Khandeish,  where  he  was  treated 
by  Sultan  Purvez,  the  fubahdar  of 
that  province,  with  all  poffible 
marks  of  courtefy  and  attention. 
On  his  arrival  at  Ajmere  he  was 
not  lefs  druck  with  the  fumptuouf- 
nefs  and  fplendour,  than  with  the 
joy  and  hilarity  which  prevailed. 
He  found  that  the  court  was  cele¬ 
brating  an  annual  fedival,  which 
was  condufted  with  unufual  magni¬ 
ficence,  and  attended  with  peculiar 
gaiety,  on  account  of  the  tranquil¬ 
lity  with  which  the  empire  was 
univerfally  bleffed.  From  this  lad 
circumdance  he  was  led  to  hope 
that  his  negotiation  would  meet 
with  no  impediments,  and  would  be 
brought  to  a  fpeedy  clofe,  as  well 
as  a  fuccefsfol  refult.  He  therefore 
refolved  to  commence  it  as  foon 
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as  the  Forms  of  the  court  would 
admit. 

After  waiting  on  the  emperor, 
and  being  received,  not  merely  with 
the  pomp  and  ceremony  of  Afiatic 
courts,  but  with  an  extraordinary 
degree  of  gracioufnefs  and  diltinc- 
tion,  he  prefented  him  with  the  let¬ 
ters  and  prefents  from  his  fovereign  ; 
at  the  fame  time  communicating  to 
him  the  object  of  his  embalfy,  and 
foliciting  his  permiffion  to  fubmit 
certain  proportions  to  his  minilters, 
relative  to  that  important  point. 
Jehangeer  not  only  agreed  to  this 
requefl,  but  allured  him  he  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  difpofed  to  accede  to  any 
meafure  that  would  conduce  to  the 
mutual  benefit  of  his  fubjedls  and 
the  Englilh  nation,  or  that  tended 
to  flrengthen  their  alliance  and 
their  friendfhip.  The  ambalfador 
accordingly  drew  np  eighteen  arti¬ 
cles,  containing  the  fubftance  of  the 
treaty  which  it  was  his  wifh  to 
conclude,  and  delivered  them  to 
Alfof  Khan,  the  emperof’s  confi¬ 
dential  miniller.  But  this  minifter 
was  lefs  inclined  to  favour  his  pro- 
pofals,  than  the  friendly  manner  in 
which  the  emperor  exprelfed  him- 
felf  on  the  fubjeCl,  gave  him  reafon 
to  expeCl.  Alfof  Khan,  naturally 
of  a  jealous  and  diftruftful  temper, 
liftened  to  the  plaufible  llories  re- 
fpefting  the  ambitious  views  of  the 
Englilh,  with  which  the  Portu- 
gueze  mifiionaries  artfully  laboured 
to  polfefs  him ;  and  he  advifed  his 
mailer  to  obferve  the  moll  fcrupu- 
lous  caution  in  his  mode  of  proceed¬ 
ing  with  the  ambalfador,  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  gain  time,  by  encouraging 
his  hopes  with  fair  promifcs,  and  to 
confent  to  no  definitive  llipulation 
until  he  fhould  have  thoroughly  fa- 
tisfied  himfelf,  both  as  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  defign  of  this  embalfy,  and  the 
particular  tendency  of  the  privileges 
which  he  was  requelled  to  grant. 
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In  confequence  of  this  advice  the 
negotiation  was  vexatioufly  pro¬ 
longed  for  feven  months,  when  the 
balls  of  the  treaty  propofed  by  Roe 
was  returned  to  him,  with  many  of 
the  articles  .confide  rably  altered,  and 
fome  of  them  entirely  expunged. 
To  this  alteration  he  refufed  to 
agree,  but  folicited  an  audience  of 
the  emperor,  that  he  might  know 
from  himfelf  his  fentirnents  upon 
the  difputed  points ;  after  which  he 
would  draw  up  other  articles,  con¬ 
formably  to  his  maidfy’s  pleafure. 
'This  requefl  was  fo  well  calculated 
to  pleafe  Jehangeer,  who,  like  his 
cotemporary  James  the  Firlf,  prided 
himfelf  in  a  knowledge  of  thofe  af¬ 
fairs,  for  which  in  reality  he  was 
the  molt  incompetent,  that  Alfof 
Khan  was  relu&antly  obliged  to 
communicate  theambaffador’s  wilhes 
to  his  mailer.  Jehangeer  received 
Roe  with  his  ufual  politenefs  and 
affability  ;  lamented  that  he  had 
been  lo  long  detained ;  and  ex¬ 
prelfed  his  readinefs  to  bring  the 
negotiation  to  an  immediate  de- 
cilion.  By  this  means  a  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  was  con¬ 
cluded  without  any  farther  dif¬ 
ficulty  ,  or  much  farther  delay  ;  the 
terms  of  which,  though  not  fo  ad¬ 
vantageous  as  thofe  originally  pro¬ 
pofed,  were  neverthelefs  extremely 
favourable  to  the  interefts  of  the 
Company. 

The  llipulations  of  this  treaty 
were,  that  the  leave  already  given 
to  the  Englilh  to  ellablifh  faftoiies 
at  the  ports  of  Surat,  Sually,  and 
Beroach,  in  the  province  of  Guze- 
rat,  be  confirmed  to  them  by  fpe- 
cific  grants;  that  their  agents  be 
allowed  to  refide  at  Brahmpur, 
Amahdabad,  and  Agra  ;  that  all  the 
fubjeCls  of  the  Mogul  empire  fhould 
receive  thofe  of  England  in  the 
moll  friendly  manner ;  that  the 
Englilh  merchants  be  fuffered •  to 
2  land 
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land  their  goods  peaceably,  and  be 
protested  from  all  moleftation  ;  that 
they  fhould  have  liberty,  after  pay¬ 
ing  cuflom  for  their  goods,  to  fell 
them  at  their  own  price  ;  that  they 
fhould  be  allowed  to  tranfport  their 
goods  to  any  part  of  the  empire, 
free  from  any  additional  duty  ;  and 
laftly,  that  the  private  property  of 
Englifh  fubjedfs  fhould,  upon  their 
death,  be  fecured  from  embezzle¬ 
ment,  and  delivered  to  the  Englifh 
fadlors  by  the  officers  of  police. 

Having  thus  accoropiiihed  the 
principal  purpofe  of  his  embaffy, 
Roe  took  leave  of  the  Mogul 
court,  after  receiving  from  the  em¬ 
peror  fome  very  valuable  prefen  ts 
of  precious  Hones,  together  with 
fhawls,  and  mull  ins,  of  the  fined 
fabric.  From  Ajmere  he  went 
direct  to  Surat,  where,  having  ar¬ 
ranged  and  regulated  the  affairs  of 
the  different  factories,  and  waited 
till  the  new  treaty  was  put  in  exe¬ 
cution,  he  proceeded  by  fea  to  Buf- 
forah,  and  from  thence  to  the  court 
of  Shah  Abbas,  king  of  Perfia. 
The  treatment  he  met  with  from 
that  diftinguifhed  monarch  was  no 
Iefs  flattering,  and  more  cordial, 
than  that  which  he  had  received 
from  the  emperor  of  Hinduflan  : 
and  in  a  fhort  time  he  concluded  a 
treaty  of  alliance  between  England 
and  Perfia,  by  which  the  Company 
were  permitted  to  trade  to  all  parts 
of  the  dominions  of  Shah  Abbas,  on 
condition  of  their  fending  a  fleet  to 
co-operate  with  his  army,  in  ex¬ 
pelling  the  Portugueze  from  the 
fet dements  they  had  formed  at  the 
bottom  of  the  Perfian  gulph. 

Upon  this  good  fortune,  which 
completed  the  attainment  of  thofe 
objects  which  the  Company  had  in 
view,  Roe  returned  to  England, 
after  an  abfence  of  nearly  four 
years.  On  his  arrival  he  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  king  with  the 


warmeft  congratulations,  and  re¬ 
warded  by  the  Company  with  a  pe¬ 
cuniary  recompence,  proportioned 
to  the  high  value  which  they  placed 
on  his  fervices. 

During  the  time  that  Sir  Tho¬ 
mas  Roe  was  employed  on  thofe 
important  millions,  the  Company 
were  no  lefs  afliduous  than  fuecefs- 
ful  in  cultivating  the  iriendfhip  of 
the  Malay  tribes,  amongfl:  whom 
they  had  ^greatly  extended  their  in¬ 
fluence  as  well  as  their  trade.  By 
means  of  this  influence,  and  of  the 
benefits  which  it  held  out,  they  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  chiefs  of  Banda  and 
Lantore  a  formal  ceffion  of  thefe 
valuable  iflands.  A  fadlory  had 
befldes  been  eftabliflied  on  the  ifland 
of  Macafiar  •  and  thofe  at  Bantam 
and  Acheen  were  ft  ill  retained.  A 
commercial  intercourfe  was  opened 
with  Siam,  and  three  agents  of  the 
Company  were  allowed  to  refide  in 
that  country  for  the  purpofe  of  car. 
rying  it  on.  At  Calicut,  on  the 
coaft  of  Malabar,  the  zamorin  had 
allowed  the  Company’s  faftors  who 
refided  there,  to  build  a  final!  houfe 
for  their  perfonal  accommodation  ; 
but  for  the  erection  of  warehoufes, 
which  conftitute  what  is  called  a 
factory,  that  prince  had  not  yet 
given  his  confent.  The  Company 
had  likewife  began  to  trade  on  the 
coaft  of  Coromandel,  principally  to 
MafiTulipatam,  which  was  at  that 
period  a  confiderable  mart. 

Such  was  the  progrefs  which 
England  had  made  in  her  connexion 
with  India  in  a  period  of  twenty 
years.  The  Company’s  commerce 
had  increafed  with  prodigious  ra¬ 
pidity,  and  had  hitherto  met  with 
few  impediments,  and  no  material 
check.  By  the  numerous  factories 
they  had  eftabliflied,  and  by  the  up¬ 
right  conduct  of  their  agents  in 
their  dealings  with  the  natives,  the 
Englifh  name  had  become  equally 
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known  and  refpe&ed  throughout 
the  Eaft  :  and  the  treaty  which  had 
been  concluded  with  the  emperor  of 
Hinduftan  gave  the  Engliih  a  de¬ 
cided  advantage  in  that  cowntry 
over  the  Portuguezeand  the  Dutch  ; 
an  advantage  at  which  both  thefe 
nations  were  extremely  difconcert- 
ed,  but  of  which  the  former,  now  in 
the  decline  of  their  power,  pofleffed 
no  means  to  counteract.  The  Dutch, 
however,  maintained  a  great  afcen- 
dancy  in  the  Spice  iflands,  where 
they  had  erected  fortifications,  and 
formed  military  eftablilhments  ; 
and  they  refolved  to  compenfate  for 


the  advantage  obtained  over  them 
in  Hinduftan,  by  feizing  the  firft 
pretext  of  a  quarrel  to  expel  the 
Englifh  from  the  Moluccas.  The 
means  which  were  adopted  to  put 
this  deiign  into  execution,  and  the 
national  controverfy  to  which  the 
conduct  of  the  Dutch  factors  gave 
rife ;  the  general  principles  on  which 
the  Dutch  Eaft-India  Companyuni- 
formly  acfted,  and  the  infatiable 
avidity  by  which  they  were  charac- 
terifed,  are  matters  that,  in  our  next 
chapter,  we  {hall  fully  unfold  and 
illuftrate. 
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Calcutta,  May  9,  1800. 

In  commemoration  of  the  capture 
of  Seringapatam,  a  royal  falute  was 
fired  from  the  ramparts  of  Fort 
William  on  Sunday  halt  ;  and  yef- 
terday  morning,  agreeably  to  pub¬ 
lic  notification,  the  principal  gen¬ 
tlemen  and  ladies  of  the  fettlement 
breakfafted  with  the  right  hon.  the 
Governor-general  at  the  Theatre, 
where  that  lively  fatisfaftion  was 
obfervable,  which  the  occafion  of 
the  meeting  was  fo  fully  calculated 
to  infpire. 

Bombay,  May  9. 

Sunday  laft,  the  4th  inftant,  be¬ 
ing  the  anniverfary  of  the  Forming 
the  capital  of  the  late  Sultaun,  that 
glorious  event  was  commemorated 
by  fuch  of  the  officers  now  at  the 
prefidency  who  were  prefen t  on  the 
occafion  of  that  brilliant  achieve¬ 
ment,  They  affembled  at  Maclean’s 
hotel,  attended  by  a  numerous  party 
of  their  friends,  where  an  elegant 
entertainment  was  ferved  up,  and 
the  evening  palled  in  the  higheft 
conviviality  and  harmony. 

On  Saturday  evening,  the  24th 
inft.  the  body  guard  difmounted 
was  infpe&ed  by  the  right  hon.  the 
Governor-general  on  the  efplanade, 
preparatory  to  the  review  of  the 
corps,  which  took  place  on  Monday 
morning  to  the  fouthward  of  the 
fort.  His  lordfhip  was  received  on 
the  ground  at  fun-rife,  under  a  fa- 
lute  of  feventeen  guns  from  the  gal¬ 
lopers  ;  after  which  the  corps  went 
through  a  variety  of  evolutions, 
with  a  celerity  and  precifion  not  to 
VOL.  3. 


be  furparted  ;  and  the  review  con^ 
eluded  by  his  lordfhip  prefenting 
the  colours  to  Capt.  Montgomery, 
the  commandant,  accompanied  with 
an  addrefs,  exprefiive  of  his  lord- 
(hip’s  approbation  of  the  excellent 
appearance  and  correct  difcipline  of 
his  corjps. 

The1  Mermaid ',  in  her  late  pafiage 
from  Madras  to  Rangoon,  having 
occafion  to  touch  at  Vizagapatam, 
received  from  that  port  fix  China¬ 
men,  the  remainder  of  a  final!  prow’s 
crew  which  had  efcaped  from  the 
Andamans.  The  account  thefe  men 
gave  of  themfelves  was,  that  in  en¬ 
deavouring  to  make  Balfeen  river, 
they  were  blown  oft  the  coaft,  and 
reached  the  Andamans,  where  they 
went  on  fhore  to  wood  and  water, 
but  were  foon  furrounded  by  the 
natives,  and  four  of  their  compa¬ 
nions  knocked  on  the  head,  and  eat 
before  their  faces  :  thofe  that 
efcaped  had  been  tied  up,  and  they 
conje&ured  a  fimilar  fate  awaited 
them  next  morning  ;  but  during  the 
night  they  fortunately  releafed  them¬ 
felves  from  confinement,  got  on 
board  their  boat,  and  made  the  coart: 
of  Coromandel,  after  a  long  voyage, 
many  days  of  which  they  were  with¬ 
out  either  victuals  or  drink. 

A  very  curious  tree,  not  hitherto 
defended,  grows  on  the  ifland  of 
St.  Helena ;  it  is  from  1  b  to  20 
feet  high,  perfectly  ftraight  in  the 
body,  and  diverted  of  branches  ;  on 
the  top  is  a  cabbage,  fimilar  to  the 
red  kind,  and  is  often  eat  by  the 
natives.  What  renders  this  tree 
extraordinary  is,  that  its  production 
is  ever  green,  appearing  always  the 
fame  in  fummer  and  winter. 

i  A  Deft  fusion 
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Dejlruftion  of  a  French  frigate , 
La  Preneufe . 

Letters  received  from  the  Cape 
Confirm  the  intelligence  of  the  de¬ 
ft  rudiion  of  the  French  frigate  La 
Preneufe  by  his  Majefty  ’s  fhips  T re- 
mendous  and  Adamant ,  of  which  the 
following  are  the  particulars :  At 
fix  a .  m.  of  the  llth  December, 
the  Tremendous  being  then  off  the 
Ifle  of  France,  faw  a  ftrange  fail 
in  the  S.  S.  W.  quarter,  to  which 
file  gave  chafe,  and  at  feven  made 
the  chafe  to  be  a  frigate  under 
French  colours.  At  noon  the 
chafe  bore  S.  by  W.  diftance  three 
miles  ;  the  Adamant  feen  at  the 
fame  time  bearing  weft.  At  half 
paffc  noon  on  the  12th,  the  chafe  ran 
on  (here  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  river 
•  Toorbeau.  At  one  o’clock  the  fired 
federal  fhot  at  the  Tremendous ,  as 
did  the  batteries  on  fliore,  which 
was  returned.  From  that  time  till 
3  o’clock  the  Tremendous  drifted  off 
with  variable  winds  near  five  miles. 
At  half  paft  four  the  Adamant  join¬ 
ed,  and  at  that  time  the  frigate  cut 
away  her  mails.  From  half  paft 
five  to  half  paft  fix  the  Tremendous 
and  Adamant  fired  on  her,  and  re¬ 
ceived  her  fire  in  return,  as  well  as 
all  the  neighbouring  batteries,  from 
which  man\'  fhells  alfo  were  thrown, 
but  went  over  the  fhips  without  da¬ 
mage.  At  half  paft  fix  the  two  flips 
hove  to,  and  at  feven  fent  the  boats 
in  to  deftroy  the  frigate,  the  fhips 
working  in  fhore,  and  all  the  bat¬ 
teries,  as  well  as  many  guns  along 
fhore;  keeping  up  an  inceffant  fire 
on  them  as  they  approached.  At 
half  paft  nine  the  frigate  blew  up. 
At  ten  the  boats  returned  with  a 
report  that  they  had  fet  her  on  fire, 
after  having  taken  out  the  captain 
and  all  the  officers,  the  crew  having 
previoufty  landed. 


Extract  of  Regulations  hy  His  Ex - 
cellency  Sir  George  Tenge,  K .  B , 
Cfr.  &c,  relative  to  the  difpofal 
of  Prize  Goods  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  being  the  Groavtly 
Produce  or  Manufacture  of  Coun - 
tries  to  the  Eafvjard  thereof \ 
Dated  Cape  of  Good  Hope ,  3d 
February  18  00. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  declared, 
that  in  refpect  tofuch  goods,  wares 
and  merchandizes,  as  before  de-' 
feribed,  and  which  fhall  be  of  the 
growth,  produce  or  manufacture  of 
countries  to  the  eaftward  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  which 
fhall  be  condemned  or  adjudged  to 
be  fold  by  the  Court  of  Vice  Ad¬ 
miralty  as  aforefaid,  that  it  fhall 
and  may  be  lawful,  until  further  or¬ 
ders,  to  fell  and  difpofe  of  all  fuch. 
goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  free 
of  all  duties  of  import  whatfoeyer. 

Provided  always,  that  fuch  goods, 
wares  and  merchandize  fhall  be  fold 
by  public  auction,  and  under  the 
exprefs  condition  of  the  fame  being 
exported  to  Great  Britain;  and  that 
good  and  fuffieient  fecurity  fhall  be 
given  by  the  buyers  thereof  to  the 
collector  and  comptroller  of  his  Ma-. 
jefty’s  cuftoms,  that  the  fame  fhall 
be  fo  exported. 

And  provided  always,  that  a  duty 
of  export  of  5  per  cent,  be  paid  to 
his  Majefty ’s  cuftoms  by  the  ex¬ 
porters  of  fuch  goods  ;  fuch  duty  to 
be  calculated  upon  the  pr  ice  or  prices 
fuch  goods  (hail  have  been  fold  tor, 
by  public  auction  as  aforefaid. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  here¬ 
by  further  declared,  that  if  any  fuch 
goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  the 
growth,  produce  or  manufacture  of 
countries  to  the  eaftward  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  fo  condemned 
or  adjudged  to  be  fold  as  aforefaid, 
ilial!  be  in  a  perilhirjg  ftate,  cr  lia¬ 
ble 
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Fie  tobe  deftroyed,  or  to  fuffer  very 
great  injury  or  damage  by  being 
farther  exported  ;  then,  and  in fuch 
cafe,  it  (hall  and  may  be  lawful  to 
fell  the  fame  by  public  atidlion,  for 
confumption  in  this  Colony  ;  and 
fuch  goods,  tvares  of  merchandize 
fo  fold,  fhall  be  fubjeft  to  an  import 
duty  of  to  per  cent,  upon  the  fale 
price  thereof.  But  before  any  fucn 
goods  fhall  be  fo  permitted  to  be 
fold  tor  confumption,  a  furvey  flrall 
be  held  on  the  fame  by  fuch  pcrfon 
or  perfons  as  fhall  be  appointed  for 
that  purpofe,  and  a  certificate  given 
by  fuch  perfcn  cr  perfons  under  their 
bands,  that  fuch  goods,  wares  or 
merchandize,  srC  aftually  in  a  pe¬ 
rilling  fate,  or  would  be  liable  to 
be  deft royed,  or  greatly  injured,  by 
being  exported. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby 
further  declared,  that  if  fuch  goods, 
wares  or  merchandize,  as  aforefaid, 
fhall  con  fill  of  provifiOns  ol  any 
kind,  or  of  timber,  or  of  any  other 
building  materials,  of  of  any  article 
wharfoevnr,  of  which  his  Ma  jelly's 
flips  or  veffels  of  War  rnay  Hand  in 
need,  or  which  may  be  in  any  way 
rieceO'ary  for  his  Majefty’s  fcrvice 
in  this  colony,  or  of  any  articles  of 
which  a  real  fcarcity  may  exift  in 
the  colony  ;  then,  and  in  fuch  cafe, 
it  flu  a  1 1  and  may  be  lawful  to  fell 
the  fame  for  confumption  in  this 
colony,  upon  leave  for  that  purpofe 
being  firft  obtained  from  his  Ma- 
j'efty’s  governor  for  the  time  being, 
and  upon  payment  of  the  accuftome'd 
import  duties. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby 
further  ordered  and  declared,  that 
if  any  goods,  the  growth,  produce 
Or  manufacture  of  countries  to  the 
eaftward  of  the  Ope  of  Good  1  lope, 
Captured  or  detained  as  aforefaid, 
fit  all,  by  judgment  of  the  Court  of 
Vice  Admiralty,  be  releafed  and 
given  up  tp  the  claimants  thereof ; 


then,  and  in  fuch  cafe,  it  fhall  be 
lawful  for  fuch  claimants,  or  their 
agents,  to  export  the  faid  goods, 
wares  of  merchandize,  to  the  place 
or  places  of  the  original  deftination 
of  the  faid  goods,  free  of  all  duties 
whatfoever.  But  if  the  claimants 
or  parties  to  whom  fuch  goods  may 
be  reftored,  or  the  agents  of  fuch 
claimants,  fhall  be  defirous  to  fell 
fuch  goods,  or  any  part  thereof,  and, 
from  the  particular  nature  ef  the 
neeeffity  of  the  cafe,  fhall  obtain 
leave  from  his  Majeftyffi  governor 
lor  the  time  being  fo  to  do  ;  then, 
and  in  fuch  cafe,  the  faid  goods, 
wares  or  merchandize  fnall  be  fold, 
liable  to  all  the  duties,  and  fubjedl 
to  ail  the  limitations-,  reft rifi ions 
and  provisions,  as  if  the  fame  had 
been  condemned  and  adjudged  to  be 
fold  as  lawful  prizes. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal, 
at  the  Caftle  of  Good  Hope, 
February  3,  1800. 

(  Signed)  George  Yonge* 

Military  Intelligence,, 

G.  O.  By  Government. 

Fort  St.  George,  12th  May,  1800^ 

The  right  honourable  the  Gover¬ 
nor  in  council  having  received 
from  the  honourable  Colonel  Wel- 
lelley  a  report  of  the  fuccefsful  at¬ 
tack  of  the  poft  of  Avakery,  by  a 
detachment  of  his  Majefty’s  and  the 
honourable  Company’s  troops,  un¬ 
der  Lieut.  Col.  Montrefor,  the  de¬ 
tails  of  which  have  been  publifhed 
in  G.  O.  by  the  officer  commanding 
the  army  in  chief,  his  lordfhip 
deemed  it  due  to  the  officers  and 
men  of  that  detachment,  to  exprefs 
in  public  orders  his  approbation  of 
their  conduff,  as  ftated  in  the  report 
of  the  officer  commanding  ;  and  his 
lordfhip  has  great  fatisfaCtion  in  ob- 
ferving,  that  the  judicious  difpoli- 
tion  and  fpirited  direction  of  the 
attack  was  entirely  worthy  of  the 
t  A  u  diftin- 
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diftinguifhed  military  character  of 
Lieut,  Col.  Montrefor. 

Fort  St.  George,  12th  May,  1800. 

The  right  honourable  the  Gover¬ 
nor  in  council  has  received  great 
fatisfaftion  from  the  reports  which 
have  been  made  by  the  officer  com¬ 
manding  the  northern  divifion  of  the 
army,  of  the  valuable  fervices  per¬ 
formed  by  the  detachment  of  Bengal 
native  volunteers,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gar¬ 
diner,  in  the  Palaveram  zemin- 
da  ry. 

His  lordfhip  in  council,  in  expref¬ 
ling  his  approbation  of  the  conduct 
of  the  officers  and  men  employed  on 
that  fervice,  defires  to  convey  to 
Lieut.  Col.  Gardiner,  the  fenfe  he 
entertains  of  the  uniform  public 
zeal  which  that  officer  has  manifef- 
ted  during  the  period  which  he  has 
ferved  under  the  orders  of  his  lord, 
fhip’s  government. 

The  judgment,  acti  vity  and  ani¬ 
mation  evinced  in  the  movements 
of  Lieut.  Col.  Gardiner  in  the  Pa¬ 
laveram  diftridbg  are  entitled  to  par¬ 
ticular  commendation;  and  his  lord¬ 
fhip,  in  taking  leave  of  that  officer, 
on  his  return  to  the  Bengal  pro¬ 
vinces,  is  happy  in  bearing  this 
public  teftimony  to  his  ufeful  fer¬ 
vices. 

Fort  St.  George,  26th  May,  1800. 

The  right  honourable  the  Gover¬ 
nor  in  'council  has  deemed  himfelf 
fortunate  in  difco.vering  the  near 
connexions  of  Commandant  Syed 
Ibrahim,  who  have  furvived  the 
long  captivity  and  death  of  that 
faithful,  honourable,  and  diftin- 
guifhed  officer. 

It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of 
the  army  that  Syed  Ibrahim  com¬ 
manded  the  Tan  jour  cavalry  in  the 
year  1781,  was  made  prifoner  dur¬ 
ing  that  year,  was  repeatedly  in¬ 
vited  by  the  lateTippoo  Sultaun  to 
accept  fervice  in  Myfore,  under  the 


molt  brilliant  promifes,  and  under 
the  repeated  recommendation  of  his 
fellow- prifoners,  the  Britifh  officers, 
until  their  rel^afe  in  the  year  1784  ; 
that  after  the  releafe  of  the  Britifh 
officers,  Syed  Ibrahim,  commandant, 
was  removed  to  the  fort  of  Cowley 
Droog,  where  he  fuffered  the  hard- 
fhips  of  a  rigorous  confinement  and 
unwholefome  food,  intended  to 
have  produced  that  acquieficence 
which  the  Sultaun’s  invitations  had 
failed  to  procure. 

His  lordfhip,  therefore  $  experi¬ 
ences  the  moft  cordial  gratification, 
in  pointing  out  to  the  native  troops 
of  this  eftablifhment,  the  memorable 
example  of  attachment  and  forti¬ 
tude  exhibited  by  Syed  Ibrahim,  in 
refilling  the  earneft  folicitations,  in 
fupporting  the  oppreffive  cruelty 
of  the  late  Sultaun,  -and  in  fi¬ 
nally  laying  down  his  life  as  a 
fau'fce  to  the  duties  of  fidelity  and 
honour. 

In  order  to  manifefl  his  refpedf 
for  the  long  fervices,  the  exempla¬ 
ry  virtue,  and  impregnable  fideli¬ 
ty  of  Syed  Ibrahim,  the  Governor 
in  council  is  pleafed  to  order  and 
dircdt,  that  the  amount  of  his  fay 
as  commandant  of  cavalry,  being; 
fifty-two  pagodas  and  twenty-one 
fanams  per  month,  final!  be  con¬ 
ferred  as  a  penfion  for  life  on  his 
jiftcY ,  who  left  her  home  in  the  Car¬ 
natic  to  fhare  his  misfortunes  in 
captivity,  and  who  was  fubfequent- 
ly. wounded  in  the  florming  of  Se- 
rlngapatam. 

In  order  alfo  to  perpetuate  his 
lordfhip’s  fenfe  of  the  Syed’s  truth 
and  attachment  to  the  Company’s 
fervice,  the  Governor  in  council  has 
ordered  a  tomb  to  be  eredted  to  his 
memory  at  Cowley  Droog,  with  an 
eftablifnment  of  two  lamps  and  a 
fakir,  for  the  fervice  of  the  tomby 
according  to  the  rites  of  his  reli- 
gion.  ' 


Fort 
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Fort  William,  May  27,  1800. 

The  right  hon.  the  Governor-ge¬ 
neral  in  council  has  been  pleafed  to 
appoint 

Mr.  G.  H.  Barlow, 

Mr.  J.  H.  Harrington, 

Mr.  N.  B-  Edmonftone, 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  Kirkpatrick, 
and 

Mr.  W.  C.  Blaquiere, 

to  be  a  committee  for  conducting 
the  examination  appointed  to  be 
holden  by  the  orders  of  the  Gover¬ 
nor-general  in  council  of  the  9th 
January  1800,  for  afeertaining  the 
progrefs  made  towards  the  acquire¬ 
ment  of  the  Hinduftanee  language 
by  the  junior  civil  fervants  of  the 
Company,  who  were  directed  to 
attend  Mr.  Gilchrift  for  inftruftion 
in  the  Hinduftanee  and  Perfian  lan¬ 
guages. 

The  civil  fervants  who  com¬ 
menced  the  ftudy  of  the  Perfian  lan¬ 
guage  under  Mr.  Gilchrift,  and 
who  may  be  defirous  of  being  ex¬ 
amined,  with  refpect  to  the  pro¬ 
grefs  which  they  have  made  to¬ 
wards  the  acquirement  of  that  lan¬ 
guage,  will,  on  their  expreffing  a 
with  to  that  effedt,  be  examined  by 
the  committee. 

Published  by  order  of  the  right 
honourable  the  Governor-general  in 
council, 

G.  H.  Ba  R  low ,  Chief  Sec. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  an  Officer 

of  His  Majefy’  s  7  od Regiment. 

Camp  in  the  Ceded  Diftritls, 

May  27,  1801. 

We  have  been  employed  thefe  fix 
months  paft  in  taking  poffeffion  of 
the  very  extenfive  country  ceded  to 
the  Company  by  his  highnefs  the 
Nizam,  and  when  we  thought  every 
thing  was  done,  and  that  we  were 
to  go  into  quarters  and  reft  from 
our  labours,  a  number  of  refractory 
Folygars  ftarted  up,  and  for  three 


months  paft  we  have  not  known 
more  than  one  day’s  ceffation  from 
marching  at  a  time.  It  is  now  faid 
wxe  have  done,  but  the  people  in 
this  country  called  Polygars  are  fo 
deceitful  and  treacherous,  that  there 
cannot  be  any  certain  conclufton 
drawn  from  appearances.  In  faCt,  I 
havefeen  fo  much  of  it,  that  I  fhall 
expeCt  little  or  no  reft  till  we  get 
out  of  the  country  altogether. 

In  the  courfe  of  our  late  excur- 
fions,  the  flank  companies  of  the 
73d,  fomefepoys,  and  a  detachment 
of  cavalry,  performed  one  of  the 
lorweft  marches  ever  known  to  have 

o 

been  done  in  India  by  Europeans  : 
we  made  a  inarch  of  twelve  miles 
on  the  morning  of  the  9th  ultimo, 
over  the  Tandy  bed  of  a  river,  being 
the  only  road  ;  the  afternoon  of  the 
Tame  day  we  marched  again,  and 
continued  marching  the  whole  of 
that  night,  and  till  about  10  o'clock 
the  following  morning,  when  we 
arrived  at  our  objeCt,  being  diftant 
6' 2  miles  from  the  firft  ground  we 
moved  from,  and  5  0  from  the  laft, 
which  was  performed  in  29  hours 
altogether.  The  time  you  will  fay 
was  fuflicient  ;  but  you  muft  know 
we  had  to  move  with  heavy  fcaling 
ladders,  carried  on  lafcars’  fhoul- 
ders,  and  guns,  over  a  road  the 
greater  part  of  which  wheeled  car¬ 
riages  had  never  before  gone.  The 
diftrefs  in  the  courfe  of  the  night  I 
cannot  deferibe  to  you:  the  want 
of  water  wrns  one  of  the  greateft, 
which  the  darknefs  of  the  night, 
and  the  natural  fcarcity  in  that  part 
of  the  country,  prevented  our  find¬ 
ing.  The  lafears  dropping  dead 
from  under,  the  ladders,  the  Euro¬ 
peans  and  fepoys  fainting,  and  left 
apparently  dead  on  the  road,  were 
fights  that  'made  me  fhudder,  al¬ 
though  pretty  well  accuftomed  to 
feenes  of  the  kind  within  thefe  laft 
two  or  three  years.  Much  to  our 
i  A  3  fatisfa£!ion3 
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fads  faction,  the  whole  of  the  Euro¬ 
peans  recovered,  and  joined  us  foon 
after  we  got  to  the  place, .  and  the 
only  lofs  in  deaths  was  ‘among  the 
lafears  and  fepoys.  The  great 
object  was  effected,  which  was  the 
fnrprifmg  and  taking  prifoner  a 
MuiTelman,  by  nameMahobet  Khan, 
who  had  joined  with  Others  in  {bak¬ 
ing  off  their  allegiance  to  the  Com- 
pany.  On  the  appearance  of  the 
Cavalry,  be  made  home  (hew  of  re¬ 
finance,  but  underftanding  the  in¬ 
fantry  were  clofe  behind,  he  fur- 
rendered. 

Another  night  march  we  had  of 

O 

twenty  miles,  in  which  our  fuceefs 
was  equal  to  the  other ;  but  the 
people  defending  themfeives,  caufed 
great  daughter  among  them,  with 
the  lofs;  on  our  fide  of  a  few  natives 
and  horfes. 

An  unfortunate,  and,  I  may  fay, 
melancholy  occurrence,  has  hap¬ 
pened  to  the.  fouthward,  near  Pal- 
lamcottah,  at  a  place  Called  Panda- 
lamcourchy  ;  and  as  I  am  certain 
you  will  not  hear  of  it  from  any 
public  communication,  I  will  detail 
the  heads  of  it. 

About  fix  months  ago,  a  Polygar 
Rajah,  confined  in  the  fort  of  Pai- 
larncottah,  contrived  to  make  his 
efcape,  and  the  country  people,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  preconcerted  plan,  took 
up  arms  in  his  defence. 

A  Major  M^Caulay,  of  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  fervice,  who  commanded  in 
that  flation,  marched  againd  them 
with  what  any  perfon  would  have 
thought  a  fufficient  force  to  quell, 
or  oblige  them  to  take  to  the  jungle- 
much,  however,  to  the  adonidiment 
of  every  one,  they  not  only  flood 
their  ground,  but  compelled  the 
major  to  retreat,  after  loflng  fome 
hundreds  of  fepoys  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed.  On  this  '  intelligence  reaching 
government,  they  ordered  the  light 
company  and  one  battalion  company 


of  the  74th,  to  reinforce  the  major, 
who  was  now  furroundedin  his  fort. 
This  handful  of  Europeans  {truck 
fuch  a  panic  into,  the  deluded  na¬ 
tives,  that  they  immediately  fled 
to  the  fort  ot  Pandalamcourchy, 
which  had  colt  the  lives  of  a  number 
of  officers  in  taking  not  twelve 
months  before,  and,  firange  to  tell, 
it  had  not  been  properly  difmantled 
fince.  The  major,  being  reinforced 
by  the  Europeans,  immediately  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  place  ;  and  after  a  few 
hours  employed  to  make  a  breach, 
the  fiorm  commenced,  led  by  CapT 
lain  Campbell  of  the  74  th. 

The  enemy  defended  themfeives 
defperately ;  the  breach  was  found 
impracticable,  and  after  a  hard 
ftruggle,  our  troops  were  obliged 
to  retire  with  great  lofs,  four  offi¬ 
cers  and  fifty  Europeans  killed,  fif¬ 
teen  officers,  and  nearly  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  Europeans  wounded, 
befides  fepoys  killed  and  wounded 
in  great  numbers. 

Captain  Campbell  was  wounded, 
and  had  the  misfortune  to  fee  his 
brother  (a  fine  young  man,  and 
lieutenant  in  his  brother’s  company) 
killed  by  his  fide,  and  he  is  fince 
dead  of  his  wound.  I  forgot  to 
mention,  that  previous  to  the  attack 
of  the  fort,  a  large  body  of  the 
enemy,  who  had  remained  on  the 
outfide,  and  attempted  to  flop  the 
progrefs  of  our  troops,  were  charged 
by  the  body  guard  of  cavalry,  led 
on  by  Lieutenant  Grant,  who  com¬ 
manded  them  ;  they  ftood  very 
fleady *  and  killed  and  wounded  a 
number  of  the  troopers  before  they 
were  routed,  which  they  were  at 
lafi,  and  a  number  of  them  cut  up 
in  confequence. 

Lieutenant  Grant  was  fpeared 
through  the  lungs,  and  a  fubildar 
of  cavalry,  who  faved  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis’s  life  before  Seringapatam, 
was  killed,  Ourlafi:  accounts  men¬ 
tion 
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tion  the  arrival  of  the  77th  regi¬ 
ment  to  the  fupport  of  the  detach¬ 
ment;  and  Colonel  Agnew,  the 
Company’s  Adjutant-General  on 
this  coaft,  is  on  his  way  to  take  the 
command  of  the  troops,  when,  I 
make  no  doubt,  the  too  much  elated 
natives  will  fuffer  for  their  pre- 
fumption.  There  certainly  mult 
have  been  fome  mifmanagement  in 
the  above  bufinefs;  and  one  thing 
is  certain,  that  on  the  troops  reach¬ 
ing  the  breach,  and  finding  it  was 
too  high  to  get  up  to  without  lad¬ 
ders,  there  were  none  to  be  found, 
and  the  gallant  fellows  attempted  to 
enter  it  on  each  other’s  fhoulders, 
till  the  whole  were  either  killed  or 
wounded. 


Public  Ediff,  addtvffed  by  the  Hoppo ,  or 
Recei-ver  General  of  the  Cujloms  at 
Canton ,  for  the  information  of  the 
Merchants  appointed  to  trade  njoith 
Foreign  Nations . 

Whereas  I  have  received  advices  from 
his  Excellency  the  Fooyuen,  1'ettmg  forth, 
that  “  the  fhips  of  foreign  nations  have 
long  fince  been  permitted  to  import  at 
Wampou  and  Macao,  in  the  province  of 
Quantong,  for  the  purpofeof  carrying  on 
a  trade  by  the  free  interchange  of  thole 
commodities  which  were  in  demand  on 
the  one  fide,  and  fuperfiuous  on  the  other. 

“  From  this  general  rule  the  article  of 
opium  was  excepted,  a  fubfiance  of  whole 
compofition  we  are  unacquainted  with, 
but  which  is  of  a  violent  and  powerful 
nature,  and  polfelfes  a  foetid  and  odious 
flavour;  being,  however,  remarkable  at 
the  fame  time  for  a  quality  of  exciting 
and  raffing  the  fpirits,  it  has-been  fought 
after,  and  purchafed  by  perfons  without 
fixed  homes,  or  profeffions,  who,  having 
prepared  an  extract  from  it,  opened  {hops 
for  this  branch  of  traffic. 

“  The  ufe  of  opium  originally  prevail¬ 
ed  only  among  vagrants,  and  dilreputable 
perfons,  who  alfociated  together  lor  the 
purpofe  of  partaking  of  this  fubfiance  ; 
but  it  has  fince  extended  itfelf  among  the 
members  and  descendants  of  reputable  fa- 
rnilies,  ftudetits,  as  well  as  officers  of  go¬ 
vernment,  who,  infatuated  in  their  attach¬ 
ment.  to  this  drug,  make  an  habitual  ufe 
of  it. 

Their  inducement  on  this  occafioa 


Vr 

appears  tq  be,  the  power  which  this  fub¬ 
fiance  communicates  to  thofe  who  partake 
of  it,  of  not  doling  their  eyes  for  entire 
nights,  and  fpending  them  in  the  gratifi¬ 
cation  of  impure  and  feniual  defires, 
whereby  their  refpedive  duties  and  occu¬ 
pations  are  negle&ed  :  when  this  habit 
becomes  eftablifhed  by  frequentrepetition, 
it  gains  an  entire  afeendant  ;  and  the  con- 
fumerof  opium  is  not  only  unable  to  for¬ 
bear  the  daily  ufe  of  it,  but,  on  palling 
the  accuftomed  hour,  he  is  immediately 
feized  with  pains  in  the  head,  and  a  fe- 
veri fin  hear,  cannot  refrain  from  tears,  or 
command  himfelf  in  any  degree.  For 
relief,  therefore,  from  thefe  painful  fymp- 
toms,  and  to  regain  his  wronted  health,  he 
has  neceffarily  recourfe  to  the  fame  per¬ 
nicious  fubfiance. 

“  When,  at  length,  the  gradual  and 
progreffive  effects  of  this  poifon  have  per¬ 
vaded  the  lungs,  and  the  whole  bodily 
frame,  the  fuffere'rs,  with  the  pale  and 
fickly  hue  of  doves,  or  fmall  fluttering 
birds,  are  no  longer  within  the  reach  of 
medical  affiftance ;  deiirous,  though  in 
vain,  of  quitting  fo  dreadful  a  pradlice, 
they  would  willingly  end  it  with  their 
lives,  by  tearing  out  their  entrails  in  de- 
fpair. 

'  “  The  extraordinary  expence  of  this 

article  is  further  to  be  noticed,  each  mace 
weight  of  which,  in  the  extract,  is  ex¬ 
changed  for  eight  or  nine  maces  in  mo¬ 
ney;  abd  the  conflant  ufe  of  it  raifes  at  the 
fame  time  an  extraordinary  appetite  tor 
other  kinds  of  food,  which  the  fortunes 
of  the  bulk  of  the  community  are  unable 
to  fatisfy,  and  are  therefore,  in  the  courfe 
of  a  few  years,  wholly  dilapidated  and  waft¬ 
ed  away  ;  of  thefe,  the  infirm  and  weak 
periftt  gradually  from  want  and  hunger, 
while  the  ftrong  and  vigorous  becomq 
thieves  and  robbers;  the  ruin  of  either 
being  equally  certain  and  inevitable. 

“  Others,  again,  among  the  deluded 
and  misjudging  people,  from  trifling 
caufes,  or  ablurd  conceits,  take  the  pre¬ 
mature  refolution  of  fwallowing  a  decoc¬ 
tion  of  opium  in  wine  ;  thus  ending  their 
exiftence  by  means  of  readier  acceis  than 
are  the  generality  of  vegetable  fubftances 
efteemed  poifonous  and  deftrutfive  to  the 
human  frame. 

“  The  pernicious  effeffs  arifing  from 
the  ufe  of  this  fubfiance  were  formerly 
confined  to  Fokien  and  Quantong ;  but 
have  Ipread,  in  the  courfe  of  time,  through 
the  other  provinces  of  the  empire,  where 
the  eagernefs  after  the  traffic,  and  con- 
lumpticn  of  this  article,  have  even  ex¬ 
ceeded  that  of  the  fixfi  introducers. 

+  A  4  “  Thu' 
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te  Thus  it  is,  that  foreigners,  by  the 
means  of  a  vile  excrementitious  fubflance, 
derive  from  this  empire  the  mofl  folid 
profits  and  advantages  •  hut.  that  our  coun¬ 
trymen  fhould  blindly  purfue  this  deflruc- 
tive  and  enfnaring  vice,  even  till  death  is 
the  confequence,  without  being  unde¬ 
ceived,  is  indeed  a  faft,  odious  and  deplo¬ 
rable  in  the  higheft  degree. 

“  Being  now  defirous  of  oppofing  the 
growing  evil,  for  which  it  appeared  ne- 
ceffary  to  revert  to  thelources  from  which 
it  fprung,  wedifcover,  by  careful  invefti- 
gatiot',  that  the  article  of  opium  is  im¬ 
ported  by  foreigners,  and  gains  admittance 
into  the  empire  through  the  Bocca  Tigris, 
whence,  either  by  the  pilot-veffels  and 
armed  guard-boats  that  are  Rationed  there, 
it  is  conveyed  up  the  river  to  Shen-fhin 
(Dane’s  Ifland),  or,  by  the  means  of  fmall 
craft,  it  is  landed  by  degrees  at  Macao, 
and  thence  conveyed  privately  to  the  ca¬ 
pital,  while  the  cuflom-houfe  officers  and 
guards,  at  the  different  Rations,  though 
well  acquainted  with  the  tranfaftion,  fuller 
it  to  pals  without  examination  or  inquiry, 
being  doubtlefdy  bribed  to  a  large  amount 
for  that  purpofe. 

“  If  the  utmoR.  endeavours  are  not  now 
fnade  to  cut  away  the  root  and  branches  of 
this  evil,  to  what  extent  may  they  not 
proceed  ?  We  therefore  publiffi  thefe 
general  orders,  for  the  information  of  all 
the  mandarins,  civil  and  military,  at  the 
different  Rations  and  difl rifts  of  this  pro¬ 
vince,  that  they  may  vigoroufly  examine 
into  and  punifh  the  comrniffion  of  this  of¬ 
fence  whenever  it  occurs  ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  we  defire  of  his  Excellency  the 
Hoppo,  to  iffue  pofitive  orders  and  in- 
junftions  to  the  officers,  attendants,  and 
guards,  of  the  feveral  cuflom-houfes  in 
his  department,  that  fhould  henceforth 
any  piiot-veffels,  guard-boats,  Or  fifher- 
men,  privately  take  on  board  thefe  pieces 
ol  mould  or  earth  denominated  opium,  a 
Rrict  fearch  and  invefligation  {ball  he 
made,  and  the  offenders  apprehended  and 
conveyed  to  the  p-efence  of  the  magiRrate, 
to  undergo  the  pupifhment  that  may  be 
thought  adequate  to  their  guilt. 

y  lb  notvyithRanding  thefe  our  orders, 
bribes  arc  again  accepted,  and  the  paffage 
of  this  article  connived  at,  it  fflall  he  traced 
with  the  utmoR  exaftnels  and  rigour,  in 
the  d thrifts  and  Oations  through  which  it 
had  been  tranfported,  that  no  pains  may 
have  been  (pared  to  produce  a  thorough 
reformation  and  amendment  in  thefe  re- 
ipefts.  Should  any  further  mode  or  regu¬ 
lation  appear,  that  might  tend  to  enforce 
pr  render  more  efleftual  thefe  prohibitions 


and  reRriftions,  we  requefi  of  his  Excel¬ 
lency  the  Hoppo  to  give  us  due  informa¬ 
tion  thereof,  in  his  reply  to  this  our  com¬ 
munication  to  him.” 

On  receiving  the  foregoing  letter,  we 
made  due  inquiries  refpefting  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  the  fubRance  denominated 
opium,  and  finding  that  it  is  indeed  im¬ 
ported  into  this  country  by  foreign  veffels, 
wherefore  tve  have  iffued  orders  to  the  fix- 
perintendant  of  the  cuRom-houfe  at  the 
port  of  Macao,  to  be  communicated  to  the 
chief  foreign  refidents,  and  the  com¬ 
manders  of  veffels  belonging  to  that  city, 
notifying  our  determination  to  prohibit  the 
entrance  of  the  article  of  opium  into  that 
port,  as  well  as  our  general  orders  to  make 
every  exertion  t©  di (cover  and  inform  us  of 
it,  whenever  it  takes  place. 

Having  replied  to  his  Excellency  the 
Fooyuen’s  communication,  I  proceed  to 
extend  the  above.orders  to  the  Hong-tner- 
chants,  to  which  it  behoves  them  to  pay 
Rrift  and  unreferved  obedience,  and  com¬ 
municate  them  to  the  Chief  Supercargo  of 
Foreign  Nations,  that  they  may  enforce 
the  obfervance  of  our  prohibition  of  the 
importation  of  opium  on  board  the  ffiips 
of  their  refpecbve  nations.  But  fhould 
neverthelefs  any  firip  hereafter  import  the 
article,  none  of  the  Hong-merchants  will 
be  fo  imprudent  or  ablurd  as  to  become  fe- 
cumyfor  the  ffiip,  or  undertake  the  dif- 
pofai  of  her  cargo,  as  I  Riould,  in  fuch  an 
event,  immediately  report  then  conduft 
to  the  Viceroy  and  Fooyuen,  by  whom 
the  merchants  will  be  rigoroufly  examined, 
and  pumffied  for  the  offence,  without  any 
mitigation  or  excufe  being  admitted.  The 
Hong-merchants  fhall,  according  to  cuf- 
tom,  reply  hereto,  and  make  known  to  us 
their  obedience  to  our  commands. 

Given  at  Canton,  the  i6ih  day  of  the 
lith  Moon  of  the  4th  year  of  K. I A- 
K 1 N  G. 


JUNE. 


Madras,  June  4,  1800. 

A  peon  was  dabbed  in  the  body* 
in  or  near  to  the  new  Calcutta  gaol, 
on  Wednefday  laff,  by  a  perfon  of 

the  name  of  R - ,  who  being 

baffled  in  air  attempt  to  efcape  from 
prifon,  rafhiy  committed  the  action, 
alluded  to. 

In  the  commencement  of  the  year 

1779)  R - was  apprehended 

for  publi filing,  or  caufing  to  be 

publilhed* 
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publifhed,  a  libel  againft  one  of  the 
officers  of  the  fupreme  court,  and 
brought  before  his  Majefty’s  juftices 
of  the  peace,  where,  not  being  able 
to  affign  any  reafon  for  his  extraor¬ 
dinary  conduft,  he  was  ordered  to 
give  fureties  for  his  good  behavi¬ 
our,  or  failing  therein,  to  be  com¬ 
mitted  to  prifon.  He  chofe  the 
latter. — Some  time  after  he  made 
his  efcape  from  confinement  in  a 
moft  miraculous  manner,  by  climb¬ 
ing  over  the  prifon  walls  unperceiv¬ 
ed,  and  made  his  way  diredd  to  tb,e 
court-houfe  during  feffions,  where 
he  was  received  by  all  prefent  with 
aftoniftimtnt,.  but  particularly  by 
the  gaoler.  Joe  was  immediately 
apprehended,  taken  into  cuftody  a 
fecond  time,  and  committed.  From 
that  period  nothing  very  extraordi¬ 
nary  occurred,  till  the  month  of 
April  laft,  when  he  made  a  fecond 
attempt,  and  was  making  his 
efcape  ;  but  he  was-perceived  on  the 
prifon  wall  by  one  of  the  people  in 
the  .Hurrinberry,  who  gave  the 
alarm,  in  confequence  of  which  a 
party  of  fepoys  was  immediately  or¬ 
dered  in  purfuit  him  :  being  over¬ 
taken  f  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bridge  Tullow,  he  made  fome  re- 
fiftance  ;  but  receiving  a  blow  from 
the  but  end  of  a  mufket  upon  his 
arm,  which  deprived  him  of  the  ufe 
of  it,  he  was  eafily  managed,  and 
taken  the  third  time  to  prifon,  and 
fecured  in  the  black  hole  under 
double  irons.  Why  he  was  indu¬ 
ced  to  ftrike  at  the  peoh  we  have 
not  been  able  to  afcertain  :  it  is  cer¬ 
tain,  however,  that  he  has  wound¬ 
ed  the  man  fo  feverely,  that  there 
are  little  hopes  of  his  recovery. 

Calcutta,  June  17. 

SUPREME  COURT. 

"I  his  day  the  firft  feffions  of  Oyer 
and  Terminer  and  Gaol  Delivery  for 
$he  town  of  Calcutta  commenced  at 
4 


the  court-houfe,  before  the  honour¬ 
able  the  Judges  of  the  fupreme  court- 

The  charge  to  the  grand  jury  was 
delivered  by  the  chief  juftice. 

(i  The  calendar/’  his  lordfhlp 
faid,  “  contained,  which  it  was  fa- 
tisfadlory  to  him  to  obferve,  but 
few  offences ;  ar  the  fame  time,  un¬ 
happily  mod  of  them  were  of  a  very 
heinous  deferintion  : — of  final ler 

i. 

offences  there  were  none.  From 
what  caufe  this  diminution  in  the 
ufual  length  of  th'e  criminal  lift  im¬ 
mediately  proceeded,  he  would  not 
take  upon  him  to  aflert ;  probably 
it  was  in  a  great  meafure  afcribable 
to  the  exertions  of  the  magiftrates 
who  had  been  lately  entrufted  with 
the  adminiftration  of  the  police,  and 
whofe  vigilance  in  their  feveral 
functions,  but  more  particularly  in 
a  rigid  fuperintendence  of  the  af- 
fiftants  immediately  under  them, 
might  have  nipped  in  the  bud  thofe 
offences  which,  if  differed  to  have 
arrived  at  maturity,  might  have 
fwelled  the  particulars  of  the  prefent 
calendar.  If  fo,  the  magiftrates 
were,  his  lordfhip  obferved,  highly 
meritorious,  and  well  entitled  to  the 
thanks  of  the  community ;  inaf- 
much  as  preventive  juftice  was  on. 
every  account  preferable  to  that 
which  is  attained  by  the  inflidtion 
of  punifhmenf. 

“  Moft  of  the  charges  in  the  ca¬ 
lendar  were  for  the  crime  of  mur¬ 
der — a  charge  much  varied  as  to 
its  degree  of  guilt,  legal  denomina¬ 
tion,  and  confequences,  by  the  cir- 
cumftances  attached  to  each  parti¬ 
cular  cafe.  To  diferiminate  in  that 
refpedt  is  the  province  of  the  petty 
jurors ;  but  with  a  difquifition 
as  to  the  various  fhades  of  the  of¬ 
fence,  the  grand  jury  ought  by  no 
means  to  encumber  themfelves. 
When  a  fellow  creature  has  loft 
his  life  through  the  aid  of  another, 
it  is  but  j  allies  to  the  public,  as 

well 
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well  as  to  the  prifoner,  that  there 
fhould  he  a  fair  invefHgation  of  the 
matter  open  a  public  trial ; — the 
foie  inquiry  of  the  grand  jury  fhould 
he,  whether  the  defendant  gave  the 
ffroke,  and  whether  the  deceafed 
died  in  confequence  of  it.  By  con¬ 
fining  their  confiderations  to  thofe 
points,  and  if  proved,  by  finding  a 
hill  for  murder,  juftice  is  much  more 
likely  to  be  attained  when  the  cafe 
comes  before  the  petty  jury,  than 
it  could  poffibly  be,  fuppofing  the 
grand  jury  to  have  found  the  bill 
only  for  mamlaughter  •  for  upon  an 
indictment  fo  found,  a  verdift  of 
acquittal  would  not  fccure  the  pri¬ 
foner  againft  the  event  of  a  future 
trial  lor  murder,  at  a  period  when 
perhaps,  from  lapfe  of  time,  he  may 
have  been  deprived  ol  his  evidence, 
cither  from  death  or  otherwife, 
and  may  be  put  to  make  his  defence 
under  every  pom  hie  difadvantage. 

“  One  offence,”  hislordfhip  ob- 
ferved,  “  was  new  to  this  court — the 
cafe  of  piracy,  charged  to  have  been 
committed  near  Ganjam.  Prior  to 
the  ftatute  paffed  in  the  year  1.793, 
the  jurifdiCtion  of  the  court  was 
confined  to  the  provinces ;  but  by 
that  fiatutc,  marine  felonies  com¬ 
mitted  upon  any  of  the  high  Teas 
are  made  triable  by  a  jury  of  Cal¬ 
cutta  ;  the  grand  jury,  therefore,  as 
to  this  offence,  would  not  confider 
the  proof  defective,  though  it  fhould 
appear  to  have  been  perpetrated 
without  the  provinces,  the  ordina¬ 
ry  range  of  the  criminal  jurifdidtion 
of  the  court. J>  His  lordfhip  conclud¬ 
ed  his  charge  by  obferving,  that 
“there  were  no  further  cafes  in  the 
calendar  calling  for  particular  at¬ 
tention  ;  and  as  to  the  general  du¬ 
ties  of  a  grand  juror,  the  gentlemen 
he  was  addrefling  were  fo  v/ell  in¬ 
formed,  that  it  would  be  an  idle 
wafle  of  public  time  to  expatiate 
upon  them.” 


The  fame  day  the  grand  jury 
found  a  bill  of  indi&ment  againfi  a 
native  woman,  for  the  murder  of  her 
fervant,  a  girl  of  eight  or  nine  years 
of  age.  The  trial  came  on  thejfoL 
lowing  day,  before  the  petty  jury, 
and  a  verdict  of  guilty  being  re¬ 
turned,  fentence  of  death  was  paffed 
On  the  coriviH. 

The  fentence  was  carried  into  exe¬ 
cution  on  Thurfday  afternoon.  The 
criminal  met  her  fate  with  fortitude 
and  refignation.  From  the  prifon 
to  the  place  of  execution  fhe  was 
greatly  agitated,  and  feemed  incon- 
folable..  On  reaching  the  place  of 
fuifering,  the  violence  of  her  grief 
fubfided.  She  became  immediately 
compofed,  and  furveyed  the  appara¬ 
tus  of  death  with  fteadinefs.  Hav¬ 
ing  drank  a  cup  of  water,  fhe  ad- 
dreffed  a  few  words  to  the  furround¬ 
ing  multitude,  and  made  a  falam,  as 
a  final  adieu  to  this  world.  The 
executioner  propofing  to  affift  her  on 
the  cart,  fhe  repreffed  his  hand,  and 
afeended  the  Feps  with  firmnefs. 

On  Monday  afternoon  fohn 
Smith,  late  a  publican  in  the  Bow 
Bazar,  purfuant  to  his  fentence  paf¬ 
fed  on  Friday  laff,  for  the  murder 
of  a  fepoy,  by  difeharging  a  pifiol 
at  the  deceafed,  was  executed  at  the 
ufual  place.  The  Reverend  Mr. 
Brown  attended,  and  affifled  in  di¬ 
vine  fervice  fuitable  to  fo  awful  an 
occafion.  The  unhappy  man  con¬ 
ducted  himfelf  with  great  decency. 
He  became  fo  faint  and  exhaufted, 
that  it  was  neceffary  to  lift  him  to 
the  platform  from  which  he  was  to 
fuffer.  - 

Fro m  the  Asiatic  Mirror, 
'June  1  1 . 

I  have  obferved  in  your  Mirror 
of  the  4th  inltant,  an  “  Extract 
from  the  Log-book  of  the  Criteri¬ 
on,”  introduced  by  a  paragraph, 
which,  while  it  calls  in  queftion 
vheij  candour,  raifes  alfo  unfavour¬ 
able 
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able  doubts  concerning  thofe  who 
were  on  board  the  American  Hup 
Louis  at  the  time  of  her  capture  in 
January  laH,  but  who,  from  mo¬ 
tives  of  delicacy  towards  the  com¬ 
mander  and  lliip’s  company  of  the 
Criterion ,  have  been  prevented  from 
making  public  a  detailed  account 
of  that  unfortunate  tranfacdion.  In 
the  publication  to  which  the  para¬ 
graph  in  queilion  refers,  no  notice 
is  taken  of  the  Criterion ,  or  of  her 
commander,  further  than  that  “  fne 
was  in  company  when  we  were 
chafed  by  the  privateer,  and  efcaped 
while  file  (the  privateer)  was  en¬ 
gaged  with  us.'’  But  now,  con¬ 
ceiving  my  fell  personally  attacked, 
I  rely  or>  /our  impartiality,  while 
I  folic  t,  noth  in  j  unification  of  my- 
felf,  and  of  thofe  officers  of  the 
Louis  who  are  ft  ill  at  this  place, 
an  infertion  in  your  next  paper  of 
the  following 

Detailed  Statement  of  Falls. 

Previoufiy  to  the  evening  of  the 
2d  January  1800,  when  the  fhips 
C nienon  and  Louis,  under  command 
of  Benjamin  Wickes  and  James 
Deale,  left  their  pilots,  then  off  the 
Sand  Heads,  Capt  D,  had,  at  the 
particular  requeft  of  Captain  W. 
agreed,  for  the  purpofes  of  mutual 
defence  againft  the  enemy,  to  keep 
company  until  they  fnould  reach 
the  latitude  of  Madras.  At  this 
time  it  was  well  known  the  Louis 
enjoyed,  in  point  of  failing,  a  great 
fuperiority  over  the  Criterion  ;  we, 
however,  kept  in  company  until  the 
morning  of  the  4th,  when  between 
the  hours  of  fix  and  feven,  being  in 
lat.  18o20/N.  and  in  long.  8b*  53l 
E.  a  fail  of  fufpicious  appearance 
was  difcovered.  The  wind  being 
from  N.  N.  E.  we  were  Handing 
S.  W. — the  Criterion  being  on  our 
larboard  quarter,  and  bearing  N.  E, 
by  E.  was  diftant  about  one  league; 


and  the  fafpefted  veffel,  (bearing  a- 
bout  two  points  abaft  our  larboard 
beam  E.  N.  E.)  was  Handing  S. 
and  was  diHant  two  or  three  leagues : 
Hie  was  of  courfe  nearer  to  the  Crite¬ 
rion  than  to  our  fhip.  The  Louis  was 
immediately  hove  to,  that  the  Cri¬ 
terion  might  come  up :  and  in  the 
mean  time  the  fufpedted  vellel  al¬ 
tered  her  courfe,  and  Hood  directly 
athwart  us.  When  'the  Criterion 
had  come  up,  (he  took  her  Hation 
on  our  Harboard  beam.  Captain  W. 
complaining  of  the  cranknefs  of  his 
fhip,  propofed  fighting  before  the 
wind  ;  but  it  was  finally  agreed  they 
fhould  fight  by  the  wind  :  and  both 
fliips  were  accordingly  put  under 
eafy  fail. 

Captain  W.  having  requefied  the 
Criterion  might  take  the  headmoH 
Hation,  cautioufly  kept  the  Louis  in 
an  exaffi  line  between  him  and  the 
fufpeffed  veffel,  which,  having  ap¬ 
proached  within  the  diHance  of  half 
a  mile,  had  already  difplayed  the 
French  flag  at  the  mizen-peak  :  and, 
when  within  one  hundred  and  fifty 
yards,  (he,  difplaying  from  her 
mi  zen- top-gallant- maff-head  the 
bloody  flag,  appeared  to  be  making 
preparation  to  lay  us  on  board.— - 
Our  helm  was  immediately  put  to 
Harboard,  with  a  view  of  raking 
her  ;  but  the  enemy  (by  miHake  in 
the  helmfman)  at  the  fame  inHant 
put  her  helm  to  port  ;  fo  that  upon 
the  Louis’  nrH  broadfide  being  fired, 
and  before  Hie  could  gather  head¬ 
way  again,  the  enemy  came  Hem 
on  between  our  larboard  main  and 
mizen-chains :  and  thus,  while  the 
fhips  were  entangled,  fhe,  after  a 
fevere  conflict,  fucceeded  in  board¬ 
ing.  During  all  this  time,  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  commander  of  the 
Criterion  appeared  to  be  occupied 
in  maintaining  his  {hip’s  HrH  Ha¬ 
tion ;  for,  when  we  put  our  helm  to 
Harboard.,  fie  did  the  fame  on  board 

the 
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the  Criterion  ;  and  thus  keeping  the 
Louis  (then  diftant  not  more  than 
feventy  yards)  diredkly  between  the 
enemy  and  the  Criterion,  he  brought 
that  fhip  a  little  forward  of  our 
{larboard  beam  ;  nor  did  he  dif- 
charge  a  fmgle  gun  (except  one 
cohorn  from  her  tafferel-rail),  or  af¬ 
ford  us  the  fmalleft  afliftance,  not- 
withftanding  he  might  very  eafily 
have  rendered  us  the  moft  effectual 
aid,  either  by  dropping  a-kern,  or 
fhooting  a.head,  and  engaging  the 
enemy  in  fuch  pofition.  On  the 
contrary,  when  the  enemy  had  en¬ 
gaged  with  the  Louis ,  the  Crite¬ 
rion’s  colours  were  inkantly  kruck  ; 
nor  were  they  again  hoiked  until, 
from  the  difabled  condition  of  the 
privateer.  Captain  W*  was  encou¬ 
raged  to  feek  for  fafety  in  flight. 
When  this  was  difcovered  by  the 
enemy  (then  in  complete  pofleffion 
of  the  Louis  J,  a  broadlide  was  fired 
from  that  fnip  into  the  Criterion, 
and  a  return  of  the  fame  was  made 
by  Capt.  Wickes. 

The  privateer,  which  proved  to 
be  La  Clarijfe ,  was  pierced  for, 
and  (at  the  commencement  of  the 
cruize,)  mounted  1  8  guns,  feven  of 
which  had  been  thrown  overboard, 
while  flie  was  (a  few  days  before) 
chafed  by  La  Sybelle  :  fhe  had  be¬ 
tween  70  and  80  men,  of  whom 
(according  to  their  own  account) 
leven  were  killed,  and  two  wounded. 
The  L  ouis  fuffered  in  killed  three, 
and  in  wounded  feven. 

The  tranfabtions  recorded  in  the 
preceding  flatement  were  witnefled 
by  the  underfigned,  who  are  now  in 
Calcutta. 

Jer.  W.  Bronaugh,  BJfift. 

Sup.  Cargo. 

Richard  Pitt,  \Ji  Officer. 

.  Benoni  White,  C>d0ficer . 

To  eftablifh  the  truth  of  the  molt 
important  part  of  the  aforegoing 
flatement,  if  any  thing  further  could 


be  required,  I  need  only  call  in  the 
evidence  contained  in  the  very  ex- 
trabl  in  queftion  :  For,  from  the  cu¬ 
rious  expreffions,  “  when  the  Louis 
bore  up,  we  alfo  bore  up  and  en¬ 
gaged  with  all  our  force,  See.”  com¬ 
bined  with  what  immediately  fol¬ 
lows,  viz.  ((  As  we  were  thus  en¬ 
gaged,  we  were  alarmed  at  feeing 
the  Louis'  cannon  difeharged  at  us, 
&c.”  any  one  in  the  fmalleft  degree 
converfant  with  nautical  affairs 
would  naturally  conclude  that,  as 
the  two  fhips  (Criterion  and  Louis J 
were  on  the  fame  tack,  they  could  not 
poffibly  have  been  in  a  katioa  dif¬ 
ferent  from  that  I  have  deferibed. 

Omitting  further  comments,  I 
leave  the  public  to  decide  whether 
the  extract  from  the  Criterion's  log- 
book  contains  fuch  evidence  as 
((  will  refeue  Capt.  Wickes  from 
any  unfavourable  infinuations,  and 
fhews  that  he  and  the  people  of 
the  Criterion  conduced  themfelves 
with  bravery  and  judgment.” 

I  am,  Sir,  &c.  See. 

].  W.  Bronai/gh, 
Supercargo,  Jhip  Louis, 

Calcutta,  nth  June,  i8oc. 

ExtraS ?  of  a  Letter  from  Captain 
Drib  erg, Commandant  of  Calpen - 
tin,  dated  the  14 th  fane,  1800. 
On  the  llth  ink.  at  five  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  the  flo'Op  Chader 
Box ,  belonging  to  Mr.  John  Lellin, 
having  flarted  a  plank  and  loft  its 
rudder,  was  overfet  off  Calpentin, 
far  in  fea.  This  veffel  was  man¬ 
ned  with  a  captain,  pilot,  mate,  fix 
failors,  and  a  butler,  and  having  on 
board  two  officers,  who  are  faid  to 
be  of  the  regiment  of  Meuron,  a 
Moorman  and  two  fervants  of  the 
aforefaid  gentlemen,  who  came  paf- 
fengers  from  Columbo.  The  pilot, 
two  failors  and  the  Moor  paffen- 
gers,  efcaped  with  a  balang,  and 
were  driven  on  fliore  at  the  ifland 

Caredivo  ^ 
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Cared! ro  ;  the  others  were  feen  by 
thefe  four  perfons  on  the  keel,  until 
the  next  day  at  eleven  o’clock  in  the 
forenoon,  fo  that  it  is  very  appa¬ 
rent  that  all  thefe  perfons  were 
fwallowed  by  the  fea. 

It  is  with  concern  that  we  learn, 
that  Enfign  Porter,  formerly  of  the 
Malay  corps,  and  afterwards  of  his 
Majefty’s  77th regiment,  and  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Moureau  de  Beauregard,  of 
his  Majefty’s  Swifs  regiment  de 
Meuron,  were  paffengers  on  board 
the  Chader  Box • 


Fatal  Accident . — A  Portugueze 
fervant  belonging  to  Mr.  Daniell, 
of  the  flip  Hydroffia,  of  Calcutta, 
together  with  two  lafcars,  were 
walking  by  the  place  where  two 
royal  tigers  were  kept,  when  one 
©f  them,  the  female,  was  drinking, 
for  which  purpofe  fhe  had  been  let 
©ut  of  her  cage  :  thefe  people  flop¬ 
ped  for  a  fhort  time  to  view  her 
while  drinking  ;  when  they  had 
palled  on,  and  had  got  about  a  dozen 
yards  from  the  cage,  fhe  made  a  Bid¬ 
den  fpring,  and  feizing  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  Portugueze  by  the  neck,  re¬ 
turned  with  him  into  the  caye  :  A 
,  number  of  people  immediately  af- 
fembled  around,  with  bamboos  ; 
they  beat  the  tvgrefs  until  fhe  re- 
treated  to  the  farther  end,  and  the 
body  was  got  ;  the  poor  man  was 
not  dead,  when  refcued  from  the 
animal,  but  expired  in  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes.  She  had,  in  feizing  him, 
fluck  her  claws  into  his  head,  and 
her  teeth  into  his  neck.  The  in- 
ftant  the  Yahoon  (whofe  property 
fhe  was)  heard  of  the  circumftance, 
he  fent  people  to  fhoot  her ;  fhe  re¬ 
ceived  three  mufket  balls  and  drop¬ 
ped.  This  animal  had  been  ac- 
cuflomcd  every  evening  to  be  let 
out  of  her  cage  to  drink,  and  never 
did  it  without  numbers  Hopping  to 
view  her. 
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Accounts  from  Amboyna  Hate, 
that  Government  is  paying  every 
attention  to  the  cultivation  of  that 
ifland,  and  are  about  to  export, 
from  the  moft  convenient  places  on 
the  continent,  cattle  of  all  forts,  of 
which  it  has  been  nearly  deflitute, 
not  only  to  aid  the  operations  of 
hulbandry,  but  likewife  for  do- 
meftic  purpofes ;  prefen ts  of  cattle 
have  been  made  to  the  Rajahs  in  the 
upper  diftri&s,  and  every  encourage¬ 
ment  has  been  held  out  to  the 
natives  to  improve  and  increafe  the 
breed. 

The  crops  of  rice  in  Bengal  have 
this  feafon  exceeded  every  thing 
remembered  by  the  oldeft  inhabi¬ 
tant,  in  confequence  of  which  a 
great  number  of  public  granaries 
haVe  been  erected  on  a  new  princi¬ 
ple. 


The  prefent  Sovereign  of  Perfia 
is  devoting  himfelf  with  fuccefs  to 
revive  the  trade  of  his  empire,  and 
has  caufed  feveral  large  velfels  to  be 
built  on  the  Cafpian  and  Perfiaa 
feas.  The  Emperor,  in  compliment 
to  the  Englifh,  has  prohibited  th® 
fale  of  horfes  throughout  the  Per- 
fian  dominions,  for  exportation,  to 
any  others  than  the  agents  of  the 
India  Company. 


Extra/?  front  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Marine  Boards  on  the  \~jth 
func. 

The  following  charge  having  been 
preferred  againft  Mr.  Thomas  Stone, 
pilot,  a  committee  ofinquiry  was  or¬ 
dered  to  invefligate  into  his  conduct, 
viz. 

id.  cc  For  drunkennefs  whilft  in 
charge  of  the  American  Blip  Eliza¬ 
beth  %  on  the  22d  and  28d  of  April 
lall.” 

-  I;  <c  Fcr  running  the  fame  fhfp 
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aground,  whereby  file  has  been  to¬ 
tally  loft.” 

The  committee  of  inquiry  hav¬ 
ing  found  Mr.  Thomas  Stone,  ma¬ 
iler,  guilty  of  the  above  charges,  the 
moft  noble  the  Governor-general  in 
council  has  thought  proper  to  diredt 
that  Mr.  Thomas  Stone  be  difmif- 
fed  from  his  ftation  of  pilot  in  the 
fervice  of  the  honourable  Eaft  India 
Company,  and  he  is  hereby  accor¬ 
dingly  difmiffed. 

The  board  having  fubmitted  to 
the  Governor-general  in  council, 
that  difmiffion  from  the  fervice, 
which  is  the  utmoft  punifhment  that 
a  pilot  is,  by  theexifting  regulations, 
fubjeft  to,  for  lofmg  a  fhip,  how¬ 
ever  culpable  he  may  himfelf  have 
been,  appears  inadequate  to  an  ag¬ 
gravated  offence,  involving  the  lofs 
of  much  valuable  property,  and  not 
unfrequently  the  lofs  of  many  lives ; 
the  Governor-general  in  council  has 
been  pleafed  to  authorife  the  board 
to  make  it  publicly  known,  that  in 
future  any  pilot  who  may  lofea  (hip, 
if  the  lofs  fhould  appear  to  have 
proceeded  from  mifconduft,  under  fi~ 
milar  circumftances  of  aggravation 
on  his  part,  efpecially  from  intoxi¬ 
cation,  will,  befides  being  difmiffed 
the  fervice,  be  liable  to  forfeit  the 
honourable  Company’s  protection, 
and  to  be  fent  to  England. 

By  order  of  the  prefident  and 
members  of  the  marine  board, 
J.  Shore,  Secretary . 

Fort  William,  June  19. 
General  Orders  by  the  moft  Noble 
the  Governor  -General  in  Council. 

The  10th  regiment  ol  native  in¬ 
fantry  having  arrived  at  Cawnpore, 
after  an  abfence  from  this  prefidency 
of  more  than  three  years  and  a  half, 
the  moll  noble  the  Governor-general 
in  council  has  great  fatisfadtion  in 
cxpreffing  his  entire  approbation  of 
the  exemplary  conduct  of  this  di- 
ftinguUhed  regiment,  in  the  feverul 


arduous  and  important  fervices  o& 
which  it  has  been  employed  in  the 
peninfula  of  India,  during  its  long 
abfence  from  thefe  provinces. 

His  lordfnip  in  council  is  happy 
to  bear  this  public  tellimony  to  the 
merits  of  the  European  officers,  un¬ 
der  whofe  command  this  corps  has 
attained  fo  high  a  Hate  of  difcipline, 
regularity,  and  order  ;  and  he  en¬ 
tertains  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  fidelity 
and  attachment  to  the  fervice,  ma- 
nifefted  by  the  native  officers  and 
private  foldiers  of  the  regiment, 
throughout  the  whole  period  of  their 
laborious  duties  at  Hydrabad,  in 
Myfore,  and  during  their  long 
march  from  the  Deccan  to  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Oude. 

The  conduft  of  the  artillery  and 
lafcars  who  have  been  attached  to 
the  regiment  during  the  time  of  its- 
abfence  from  thefe  provinces,  is 
equally  entitled  to  commendation. 

To  perpetuate  the  memory  of  theu 
fervices  of  the  10th  regiment,  to 
diftinguifh  the  individuals  who  have 
ferved  in  the  corps,  and  to  recom¬ 
mend  their  laudable  example  to  the 
emulation  of  the  whole  native  fer¬ 
vice,  the  moft  noble  the  Governor- 
general  in  council  is  pleafed  to  order, 
that  honorary  medals  be  conferred  on 
all  the  native  commiffioned  and  non- 
com  miffioned  officers  and  fepoys  of 
the  10th  regiment,  and  alfo  on  the 
lafcars  belonging  to  the  artillery  at¬ 
tached  to  that  regiment  during  the 
time  of  its  abfence  prom  thefe  pro¬ 
vinces. 


Calcutta,  June  26. 

On  Friday  laft  was  executed  in 
the  Loll  Bazar,  purfuant  to  his  fen- 
tence,  Berjoomhun  Dutt,  convifted 
of  having  privately  ftolen  a  watch 
from  thedwelling-houfe  of  R.  Flem¬ 
ing,  Efq.  It  would  appear  thaf 
this  man  had  been  an  old  offender, 
who  went  about  to  houfes,  under 
the  pretence  of  being  fent  to  per- 
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form  fome  repairs ;  and,  availing 
himfelf  of  the  entrance  thus  obtain¬ 
ed,  robbed  the  houle  of  any  valu¬ 
able  articles  on  which  he  could  lay 
liis  hands.  The  works  of  feveral 
watches  were  found  in  his  poffeffion, 
along  with  the  watch  for  healing 
which  he  fuffered  death.  His  con- 
duel  at  the  place  of  execution  was 
penitential  and  reiigned. 

An  old  Hindu  man  was  on  T,uef- 
day  killed  on  the  fpot,  by  the  paf- 
fing  over  his  body  of  that  enormous 
machine  dragged  about  the  ftreets 
and  roads  during  the  prefent  Hin¬ 
du  feitival,  called  the  Rut;  and 
fubfequently,  by  the  fame  means, 
another  unfortunate  individual  has 
had  his  leg  broken. 

Some  years  ago,  one  Akul  Sir¬ 
dar,  the  chief  of  a  large  gang  of 
defperate  decoits,  was  conv idled  of 
numerous  offences  committed  in  the 
24-pergunnahs  and  its  neighbour¬ 
hood,  and  fentenced  to  twelve  years 
of  hard  labour  on  the  public  roads. 
Not  more  than  two  years  of  his 
time  had  elapfed,  when,  by  intoxi¬ 
cating  the  fepoys  who  guarded  him, 
lie  found  means  to  effect  his  efcape, 
and  rejoin  his  party.  A  coniider- 
able  reward  was  offered  for  his  dis¬ 
covery  ;  notwifhftanding  which, 
and  its  being  notorious  that  he  and 
his  gang*  amounting  to  between 
three  and  four  hundred  perfons,  had 
renewed  and  ftill  continued  their 
depredations,  fucli  was  the  intimi¬ 
dation  caufed  by  their  numbers  and 
ferocity,  that  it  was  found  impoffu 
ble  to  apprehend  him.  On  Tuefday 
laft,  however,  information  of  his 
haunts  having  been  lodged  at  the  po¬ 
lice  office,  with  the  additional  intel¬ 
ligence  that  he  was  well  proteded  by 
his  party,  two  of  the  magift rates, 
with  their  cuftomary  activity,  in- 
ftantly  proceeded  in  quell  of  him, 
accompanied  by  a  detachment  from 
the  body  guard,  to  prevent  a  refcue. 
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which,  had  the  feizure  been  made  by 
peace-officers  alone,  in  all  probabi¬ 
lity  would  have  been  attempted  and 
effected.  The  ruffian  wras  appre¬ 
hended  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Roffipuglah,  about  eight  miles  from 
Calcutta,  and  will,  no  doubt,  meet 
with  the  punifhment  due  to  his  nu¬ 
merous  crimes. 

During  three  days  the  pendants 
and  enligns  of  all  the  American  thips 
lying  in  the  river  Hoogley  have 
been  only  limited  half-mail  high,  as 
a  tribute  of  refpeft  to  the  memory  of 
the  late  Gen.  Waihington. 

A  nevvfpaper,  under  the  title  of 
Ceylo?i  Intelligencery  fan£lioned  by 
the  approbation  of  his  excellency 
the  governor,  has  been  eitabliihed 
at  Columbo. 


JULY. 

Fort  William,  July  2,  1800. 

By  the  Moji  Noble  the  Governor 
General  m  Council, 

proclamation. 

Whereas  feveral  perfons,  trans¬ 
ported  as  convicts  from  the  Britiili 
dominions  in  Europe  to  New  South 
Wales,  have  repaired  from  New- 
South  Wales  to  Bengal,  and  have 
clandeilinely  eitabliihed  themfelves 
at  Calcutta,  and  at  other  places 
within  the  limits  of  the  preiidency 
of  Bengal,  fuch  of  the  faid  per¬ 
fons  who  arrived  in  Bengal  previous 
to  the  iff  day  of  June  iait  are 
hereby  required  to  leave  India 
before  the  lit  day  of  March  1801, 
under  pain  of  being  apprehended 
and  fent  to  England,  in  the  man¬ 
ner  preferibed  by  a t\  of  Parliament 
with  regard  to  perfons  retorting  to 
India  without  licence. 

All  perfons  having  been  tranf- 
ported  as  convicts  to  New  South 
Wales,  and  who  may  be  on  board 
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of  any  fiiip  which  may  hereafter 
touch  at  any  port  or  place  within  the 
limits  of  the  prefidency  of  Bengal, 
are  prohibited  from  landing  in  Ben¬ 
gal.  Any  fuchperfons  who  (hall  dif- 
obey  this  prohibition,  fhall  be  forth, 
with  apprehended  and  fent  to  Eng¬ 
land,  in  the  manner  prefcribed  by 
afl  of  Parliament  with  regard  to 
perfons  reforting  to  India  without 
licence. 

Convkfts  efcaping  from  New 
South  Wales  previous  to  the  expi¬ 
ration  of  the  period  for  which  they 
may  have  been  tranfported,  and  who 
may  be  found  within  the  limits  of 
the  prefidency  of  Bengal,  are  to  be 
apprehended  and  detained  in  cuf- 
tody  until  opportunity  (ball  offer  of 
returning  them  to  New  South 
Wales. 

And  the  feveral  magiftrates  and 
officers  of  police  are  hereby  re¬ 
quired  to  carry  this  Proclamation 
into  effect,  according  to  its  tenor, 
within  the  limits  of  their  reflec¬ 
tive  jurifdi&ions. 

"July  8 th. — The  trial  of  a  fol- 
dier  named  Daniel  Sullivan,  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  ift  European  regiment, 
for  the  wilful  murder  of  a  corporal 
in  the  fame  corps,  at  Dinapore, 
came  on  laft  Friday  in  the  Supreme 
Court.  The  death  of  the  corporal, 
from  the  wound  given  by  the  pri- 
foner’s  mufket,  as  well  as  the  pri¬ 
soner ’s  fubfeqiient  avowal  of  his 
intention  to  commit  the  murder, 
having  been  eft abl idled  by  a  feries 
of  indubitable  teftimony,  the  jury, 
after  an  able  and  minute  dimming  up 
of  the  evidence  by  the  Chief  Juftice, 
brought  in  their  verdict — guilty. 

Sentence  of  death  v/as  then  pro¬ 
nounced  upon  the  prisoner.  His 
conduct  throughout  the  whole  trial 
marked  great  indifference  and  ai¬ 
med:  contempt  as  to  its  probable 


event.  He  was  executed  yefter- 
day  evening  in  the  Loll  Bazar. 

A  melancholy  inftance  of  the 
force  of  Hindu  fantafy  occurred  a 
few  days  ago.  A  Brahmin  having 
paid  the  debt  of  nature  at  his  houfe 
in  the  woods,  his  wife,  deferibed  to 
us  as  a  very  pretty  young  woman, 
according  to  the  ufage  of  widows 
of  that  caft  who  prefer  death  to  the 
life  of  difhonour  to  which  a  bar¬ 
barous  conceit  dooms  them  if  they 
furvive,  formed  the  refolution  of 
committing  herfelf  to  the  flames  on 
the  funeral  pile  of  her  hufband’s  re¬ 
mains;  but  as  that  practice  is-dif- 
countenanced  by  government  on 
this  ifland,  the  dead  body  was  con¬ 
veyed  acrofs  to  the  Mahrattafhore, 
whither  the  young  widow  alfo 
paffed,  and  voluntarily  terminated 
her  exiftence,  by  a  death  at  which 
humanity  fhudders. 

On  Tuefday  the  15  th,  agreeably 
to  the  Proclamation,  the  Quarter 
Seffions  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and 
Jail  delivery  commenced  before  Sir 
William  Syer,  Knight,  Recorder, 
and  his  Affociates,  Robert  Hen- 
fhaw  and  Edward  Atkins,  Efquires, 
Aldermen. 

On  Wednefday  morning  two  na¬ 
tives,  Cruftna  Posjee  and  Humon 
Cooley,  were  indkfted  for  the  mur¬ 
der  of  a  young  man  named  Govind. 

This  turned  out  on  the  trial  to 
have  been  one  of  the  moft  cool,  de¬ 
liberate  murders  on  record,  and  per¬ 
petrated  with  circumftanccs  of  the 
moft  unrelenting  barbarity.  It  ap¬ 
peared  that  the  deceafed,  and  a  girl 
named  Soney,  (laves  to  different 
mafters,  had  agreed  to  quit  their' 
fervice  and  pafs  over  to  the  Mah- 
ratta  fhore  ;  with  which  view  they 
hired  a  boat  on  the  evening  of  the 
2 7 th  or  2  8th  May  laft,  and  fet  off 
from  fome  part  of  Dongaree,  with 
the  two  pnfoners,  and  two  other 

men 
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ynen  who  have  abfconded,  to  row 
the  boat.  After  rowing  fome  time, 
the  boatmen  dropped  their  anchor; 
one  of  the  prisoners  then  came  and 
laid  his  hands  on  the  deceafed’s  tur¬ 
ban  ;  on  which  he,  probably  fuf- 
pefting  fome  intended  violence,  put 
his  legs  out  of  the  boat,  as  if  with 
a  view  to  jump  overboard  and  make 
his  efcape.  He  was  dragged  into 
the  boat  again  by  the  two  prifoners, 
who  then  proceeded  to  tie  his  hands 
with  his  own  turban  ;  on  which  he 
requeued  they  would  take  his  little 
all,  but  put  him  afhore  unhurt  on 
either  fide  of  the  water ;  this  they 
refufed  to  do,  and  having  tied  his 
hands  before  him,  threw  him  over¬ 
board  ;  but  his  hands  getting  loofe, 
they  pulled  him  into  the  boat  again, 
and  tied  them  behind  his  back. 
While  in  the  ad  of  doing  this,  Go- 
vind  alked  them  if  they  wanted  to 
kill  him  ?  yesf  they  anfwered,  ive 
brought  you  here  <voith  that  intent , 
and  threw  him  overboard  a  fecond 
time  ;  but  he  not  finking  immedi¬ 
ately,  and  his  hands  by  fome  means 
being  extricated  again,  the  prifoners 
brought  him  into  the  boat  once 
more  ;  and  finding  this  method  of 
difpatching  their  vidim  too  tedious, 
one  of  the  prifoners  called  out,  hat 
nobody  got  a  knife  ?  on  which  the 
other  prifoner  anfwered,  yes ,  / 
have,  and  immediately  drew  a 
fmall  knife  from  his  turban,  with 
which  one  of  them  gave  the  de- 
ceafed  a  ftab  in  the  throat.  The 
prifoners  then  tied  his  hands  behind 
him  again,  and  palled  the  turban  in 
fuch  way  that  his  upper  and  lower 
extremities  were  bound  together, 
and  his  body  confiderably  bent. 
He  was  then  thrown  overboard  a 
third  time;  and  re-appearing  on 
the  furlacc,  afrer  the  plunge,  the 
prifoners  beat  him  with  the  oars  of 
the  boat  until  he  finally  difappeared. 

VOL.  3. 


The  prifoners  then  went  up  to  the 
girl  Soney,  and  alked  what  property 
file  had  got  ?  which  fhe  deferibed  to 
them,  confifiing  of  ear  and  nofe  or¬ 
naments,  and  fome  filver  bangles  on 
her  arms  and  legs.  Thefe  they 
took  from  her,  and  after  ft  ripping 
her  naked,  one  of  the  prifoners  took 
her  by  the  hands,  and  the  other  by 
the  feet,  and  threw  her  overboard. 
She  providentially  floated,  and 
drifted  towards  a  boat  at  fome  dis¬ 
tance,  which  had  come  from  Tan- 
nah,  loaded  with  wood  and  char¬ 
coal,  then  laying  at  anchor,  waiting 
the  turning  of  the  tide  ;  a  rope  was 
hanging  over  this  boat’s  fide,  and 
the  girl  having  the  prefence  of 
mind  to  lay  hold  of  it,  by  an  exer¬ 
tion  of  the  little  ftrength  Ihe  had 
left,  got  into  the  boat,  where  fne 
found  all  the  crew  afleep;  they 
were  difturbed,  however,  by  the 
noife  fhe  occafioned,  and  paid  every 
attention  to  her  which  their  cir- 
cumftances  admitted,  by  giving  her 
a  cloth  to  cover  her,  fome  water  to 
drink,  on  which  a  ficknefs  at  the 
fiomach  enfued,  and  afterwards  put¬ 
ting  her  to  reft.  About  gun-fire 
the  boat  weighed  and  proceeded  to 
Bombay,  where  the  girl  landed. 

The  girl  afterwards  went  and 
related  her  melancholy  ftory  to  the 
fupexintendant  of  police,  giving  as 
correft  a  defeription  of  the  perfons 
of  the  prifoners  as  lhe  could,  having 
never  feen  them  before  the  fatal 
night ;  one  of  whom,  Cruftna  Pos- 
jee,  was  apprehended  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day.  Humon  Cooley  was 
not  then  to  be  found;  but  being 
apprehended  fome  days,  we  believe 
a  fortnight  afterwards,  and  brought 
before  Mr.  Halliday  on  another 
charge,  that  gentleman,  with  au 
attention  to  the  duties  of  his  im¬ 
portant  ftation,  which  on  this,  and 
all  fimilar  occafions  redounds  highly 
+  B  TO 
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to  his  honour,  remarked  that  his 
figure  eorrefponded  in  a  great  de¬ 
gree  with  the  defcription  which 
Soney  had  given  of  the  murderer  of 
Govind.  Soney  was  accordingly 
fent  for,  and  being  a  fired  whether 
the  man  who  then  flood  before  her 
was  the  perfon  fhe  meant,  the,  with 
a  Caution  very  much  in  favour  of 
her  veracity  in  other  points,  liefi- 
tated  to  declare  pofitively  whether 
lie  was  the  man  or  not ;  fhe  fa  id  he 
was  exactly .  the  fame  figure  of  a 
man,  and  in  every  -ref ped  very  like 
him  ;  bntobferved,  that  he  had  nei¬ 
ther  whifkers  nor  hair  on  his  head, 
whereas  the  murderer  had  both  :  on 
this  Mr.  Halliday,  addrefling  the 
prifoner,  afked  him  if  he  had  at¬ 
tended  to  what  the  girl  fa  id,  and 
what  he  had  to  remark  upon  it,  if 
any  thing  ?  the  prifoner  made  fome 
reply,  and  the  inftant  he  fpoke,  the 
girl  liar  tied,  and  looking  at  him 
with  more  attention  than  before, 
fa  id,  now  I  know  him  by  his  voice 
to.  be  the  man.  On  his  denying 
all  knowledge  of  her,  fhe  afked  him 
emphatically— do  you  not  remem¬ 
ber  your  leading;  me  down  a  narrow 
paffage  .to  the  boat,  and  my  ob- 
ferving  a  mark  on.  the  back  of  your 
hand  (it  being  then  moonlight),  and 
aiking  you  what  mark  it  was?  to 
which  you  replied,  it  was  a  mark. 
With  regard  to  the  prifoner 5 s  voice, 
It  was  obferved  in  court,  that  there 
was  a  fufficien t  Angularity  in  it  to 
be  did  in  gui  died  in  the  manner  the 
girl  had  noticed  ;  and  the  jury,  on 
■examining  his  hand,  found  two  dif- 
tin£l  'marks  on  it,  correfponding 
with  a  delineation  of  them  which 
the  girl  had  previoufly  made  with  a 
pen  on  a  piece  of  paper.  The  girl’s 
obfervation,  however,  regarding  the 
prifoner ’s  whifkers  and  hair,  would 
perhaps  have  proved  an  infurmount- 
fthle  defeat  in  the  defcription  of  his 


perfon,  if  it  had  not  been  fupplied, 
and  the  difference  reconciled,  in  a 
way  as  unexpected  as  it  proved  ef¬ 
fectual  and  conclufive  beyond  all 
doubt ;  but  Providence  fo  ordered  it, 
that  this  circumftance,  which  threat¬ 
ened  to  be  fo  material  a  bar  to  the 
identity,  proved  the  means  of  fixing 
it  in  the  moft  fatisfaftory  manner; 
for  it  was  difeovered,  that  on  a  hue 
and  cry  being  made  after  him  on 
another  charge,  and  ten  or  eleven 
days  fubfequent  to  the  night  on 
which  the  murder  was  committed, 
he  had  hrs  whifkers  and  his  head 
fhaved,  to  prevent  a  difeovery  of  his 
perfon.  Other  particulars  alfo, 
which  came  out  in  proof,  ftrongly 
corroborated  the  girl’s  teftimony-as. 
to  Cooley’s  perfon. 

With  thefe  pointed oireumftances, 
however,  again!!  the  prifoners,  and 
others  which  we  have  omitted,  as  lefs 
neceffary  in  this  narrative,  although 
material  to  the  question,  it  is  pof- 
fible  that  they  might  not  have  a- 
mounted,  in  the  minds  of  the  jury, 
to  a  full  conviction  of  the  crime  of 
murder,  if  the  fate  of  Govind  had 
refnained  in  doubt ;  firice,  notwith- 
flandinr  the  ftaJb  in  the  neck,  the 
blows  in  the  water,  and  the  pofture 
in  which  he  was  thrown  into  if, 
made  it  very  improbable  that  he 
could  furvive,  yet  the  poffibility  of 
his  having  been  picked  up,  and  his 
life  prefer ved,  although  he  had  not 
been  feen  or  heard  of  here,  might 
have  been  an  obfiacle  to  the  bring¬ 
ing  home  to  the  prifoners  the  crime 
of  murder:  fortunately  for  that- 
community,  however,  of  which  the 
prifoners  appeared  to  be  fo  unwor¬ 
thy  members,  their  guilt  was  made 
out  in  the  fullefl  extent,  and  the 
death  of  the  unfortunate  Govind 
fixed  on  them,  on  the  moft  unerring 
evidence,  by  a  body  being  walked’ 
on  ftiore.  on  $ie,  iflaad  of  Caranja,  a. 
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few  days  after  the  period  affigned 
for  the  murder*  much  fwelled  and 
putrid,  bent  and  bound  with  a  tur¬ 
ban,  as  defcribed  by  the  purl  Soriey. 
The  patelof  the  village  near  which 
the  body  was  found  was  under  the 
tleceffityof  cutting  the  turban,  to  ex¬ 
tricate  it  from  the  putrid  and  twol- 
len  carcafe.  He  appeared  in  court 
and  depofed,  that  a  turban,  which 
was  then  produced  in  four  pieces; 
was  the  turban  which  he  had  cut 
from  the  body.  The  girl  Soney 
fwore  that  it  was  the  turban  which 
Govind  wore  when  he  went  into 
the  boat,  and  with  which  he  was 
bound  by  the  prifoners  5  and  the 
deceafed’s  maftcr  corroborated  her 
teftimony  in  this  inftance,  by  depo- 
fing  alfo,  on  oath,  that  the  turban 
then  produced  was  that  which  the 
deceafed  had  on  when  he  quitted 
his  houfe,  which  he  laid  he  had 
formerly  worn  himielf,  and  gave  to 
Govind  fome  time  ago. 

Thefe  are  the  moft  material 
points  in  the  evidence  for  the  pro- 
iecution.  The  prifoners  were  then 
called  upon  for  their  defence,  which 
merely  amounted  to  a  denial  of  the 
crime,  and  of  having  ever  feen  the 
girl  Soney  before  that  day.  The 
pnfoner  Cruftna  called  three  wit- 
neffes  to  his  character;  but  they 
had  little  to  fay  refpefting  it,  one 
way  or  other.  Humon  Cooley  al- 
ledged  that  he  was  at  Mahimat  the 
time  the  murder  was  committed, 
with  which  he  was  charged,  but  did 
not  produce  any  witneifes  in  proof 
erf  that  circumftance  ;  and  it  was 
obferved  in  court,  that  two  men, 
whom  he  had  named  as  witneffes  to 
be  called  in  his  defence,  had  behn 
fearched  for,  but  could  not  be  found. 
The  other  two  boatmen  had  alfo 
abfeonded  ;  and  a  man  named  Nar- 
ran,  who,  from  his  intimacy  with 
the  prifoner  Cruitna,  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  calling  him  brother* 


who  accompanied  Cruftna,  the  girl 
Soney,  and  the  deceafed,  to  the 
water  fide,  Or  near  it,  on  the  fatal 
night,  and  whole  teftimony.  would 
have  been  very  material  on  the  pro¬ 
secution,  alfo  abfeonded . 

The  profeeution  being  clofed, 
and  every  thing  being  heard  which 
the  prifoners  had  to  fay  in  their 
defence,  the  recorder,  in  a  fpeech 
which  occupied  two  hours  and  ten 
minutes,  fummed  up  the  evidence 
with  his  ufual  precilion,  and,  in 
juftiee  to  the  public,  made  fuch  ob- 
fervatioas  on  it  as  might  enable  the 
jury  to  apply  it  in  the  mod  fatisfac- 
tory1  manner  in  fupport  of  the 
charge  ;  while,  with  a  voice  of  hu¬ 
manity,  his  lordfhip  obferved,  that 
the  prifoners  being  without  the  -afl 
il fiance  of  counfei,  it  was  fpecially 
incumbent  on  him  to  dited  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  jury  to  everv  part  of 
the  evidence  which,  either  from  de- 
fed  in  its  nature,  or  prevarication 
in  the  ftatement  of  the  fame  circum- 
ftances  by  different  witneffes,  might 
detrad  from  the  credit  that  was 
due  to  the  whole,  and  thus  operate 
in  favour  of  the  prifoners.  In  this 
his  lordihip  laboured  with  a  zeal 
which  flrongly  charaderized  the 
faireft  attribute  of  the  judge — but 
witnoiit  fuccefs— -for  the  jury,  after 
having  retired  for  a  fnort  time,  re¬ 
turned  into  court,  at  nine  o’clock  at 
night,  with  an  unanimous  verdid 
or  guilty  \  and  the  wretched  men  are 
to  fufter  the  fentence  of  the  law, 
they  being  doomed  yeflerday  to  be 
hanged  on  Monday  next,  and  their 
bodies  to  be  given  to  the  furgeons 
for  diffedion. 

On  Thurfday  an  Arab  was  put 
to  the  bar,  and  indided  for  defraud¬ 
ing  a  native,  at  different  times,  of 
fums  of  money,  by  pledging  with 
him  final  1  bundles  of  glafs  beads,  cn 
the  faith  of  their  being  pearls,  and 
found  guilty, 
i  Vj2 


A  Sub- 
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A  Submarine  Grotto  has  lately 
been  difcov-ered  on  the  Malabar 
coaft,  by  Captain  Nix  on,  of  the 
Apollo ,  who  gives  the  following  de- 
fcription  of  it : — ({  At  one  part  of 
the  reef,  to  the  weftward  of  the  flag 
ftatF,  I  difcovered  a  large  bed  of 
coral,  almoft  even  with  the  furface 
of  the  water,  which  afforded,  per¬ 
haps,  one  of  the  mod  enchanting 
profpefts  that  nature  has  any  where 
produced.  Its  bafe  was  fixed  to 
the  fhore,  and  reached  fo  far  in, 
that  it  could  not  be  feeny  fo  that 
it  Teemed  to  be  fufpended  in  the 
water,  which  deepened  fo  fuddenly, 
that  at  the  diftance  of  a  few  yards 
there  might  be  feven  or  eight  fa¬ 
thoms.  The  fea  was  at  this  time 
quite  unruffled,  and  the  fun  fhining 
bright,  expofed  the  various  forts  of 
coral  in  the  rnoft  beautiful  order, 
feme  parts  branching  into  the  wa¬ 
ter  with  great  luxuriance,  others 
lying  colleded  in  round  balls,  and 
in  various  other  figures,  all  which 
were  greatly  heightened  by  fpangles 
of  the  richeft  colours,  that  glowed 
from  a  number  of  large  clams, 
which  were  every  where  interfperf- 
ed.  The  richnefs  of  this  fubma- 
rine  grotto  could  not  be  furvtyed 
Without  a  pleaftngtranfport,  mixed, 
however,  with  regret,  that  a  work 
fo  flupendoufly  elegant  fhould  be 
concealed  in  a  place  where  mankind 
could  feldom  have  an  opportunity 
of  rendering  the  praife  juftly  due 
to  fo  enchanting  a  feene.” 

—  ■  — 

Particulars  of  the  capture  and  re¬ 
capture  cf  the  Calcutta  Erf  In- 
diaman ,  Capt.  Haggey. 

She  failed  from  Spit  head  with  the 
tauten  Charlotte ,  of  1  1  (>  guns, 
Vice  Admiral  Lord  Keith,  and  the 
convoy,  on  the  20th  November, 
and  parted,  off  Cape  Finiftere,  with 
the  ‘fueen  Charlottci  the  Bengal 
Anna,  and  the  Bombay  Anna  ;  flie 
atichcred  in  Madeira  Road.  t.o  take 


in  wines,  the  gth  December;  on 
the  17th,  in  a  dreadful  gale  of 
wind,  flie  parted  Ter  anchors  and 
was  driven  to  fea:  on  the  18  th,  fhe 
fell  in  with  La  Syrene  French  fri¬ 
gate,  of44  guns,  Citoyen  Raignaud, 
and  La  Bergen ,  of  ]  8,  and  was 
captured  the  fame  day.  Vitffor 
Hughes  was  on  board  the  former 
vefiel. 

At  noon,  after  Capt.  Haggey,  the 
fecond  and  third  mates,  and  about  5  0 
lafears  and  l'eamen,  were  taken  out, 
a  fleet  was  difcovered  through  th« 
haze  to  windward,  which  proved 
to  be  his  Majefty’s  frigates  Glen - 
more ,  of  44  guns,  Capt.  Duff,  and 
L’ 'Am  table ,  of  32,  Capt.  Roper,  and 
the  outward-bound  Weft  India  con¬ 
voy  from  Cork.  The  Glenmore 
boarded  and  retook  the  Calcutta , 
and  L' Amiable  purfued  the  French¬ 
men,  and  gallantly  brought  them 
both  to  action,  which  lafted  for  3  5 
minutes,  when  the  French  men  of 
war  made  off,  though  fo  much  lupe- 
rior.  The  Glenmore  was  to  lee¬ 
ward  with  the  fleet,  and  could  nor 
get  up  to  aflift  L’ Amiable, 

The  ’Thetis  extra  fhip,  which 
lately  foundered  at  fea,  was  fo 
leaky,  that  her  pumps,  though  con¬ 
tinually  going,  could  not  prevent 
the  water  from  gaining  upon  them. 
The  crew  were  fo  exhaufted  with 
fatigue,  that  fome  of  thd  lafears 
actually  jumped  overboard  ;  and 
had  not  the  Loyalif  kept  clofe  com¬ 
pany,  the  whole  of  her  crew  would 
have  been  loft.  Every  thing,  we 
are  informed,  was  done  to  lighten 
her,  but  all  exertion  proved  ineffec¬ 
tual. 

Late  letters  from  the  Coaft  men¬ 
tion  that  a  notorious  head  of  a  gang 
of  robbers,  named  Gidda  Goman- 
jee,  had  been  feized,  and  his  ban¬ 
ditti  difperfed,  by  a  fubahdar  of  the 
firft  battalion  of  the  3d  regiment, 
named  Ibrahim  Cawn,  It  appears 

that 
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that  this  gang  had  come  into  the 
neighbourhood  of  Lieut.  Dodd’s 
poft  at  Sadafhygur,  fpreading  havoc 
and  devaftation  all  round  them,  plun¬ 
dering  every  thing  in  their  way, 
murdering  the  inhabitants  and  laving 
wafte  the  villages  :  on  which  Lieut. 
Dodd  fentout  the  above-mentioned 
very  meritorious  native  officer  in 
queft  of  them,  with  a  party  not 
exceeding  forty  fepovs  and  about 
eighty  peons.  The  fubahdar  found 
them  lodged  in  a  pagoda  at  or  near 
Carwar,  from  which  his  party  was 
fired  upon.  Ibrahim  Cawn,  how¬ 
ever,  in  an  officer  and  foldier-like 
manner,  attacked  and  forced  the 
gateway,  when  an  aftion  enfued,  in 
which  fix  of  the  robbers  fell  ;  the 
reft  fled,  and  were  purfued  by  the 
gallant  fubahdar ;  feveral  were 
wounded  in  their  flight,  and,  among 
the  reft,  Gidda  himfelf,  who  was 
taken  and  brought  into  Carwar,  of 
which  place,  and  its  environs,  he 
had  been  the  terror  for  near  twenty 
years :  the  inhabitants  were  accord¬ 
ingly  fo  exafperated,  that  they  cut 
off'  his  head  before  the  fepoys  could 
reftrain  them.  There  is  another 
ruffian,  it  feems,  named  Loll  Sing, 
who  has  followed  the  fame  courfe 
of  life  ;  he  is  ftill  at  large,  but  it  is 
hoped  he  will  alfo  foon  meet  the 
punifhment  due  to  his  crimes. 

[We  infert  the  following  extrafls  from 
the  Bombay  Courier ,  as  being  more 
illuftrative  of  the  hoftile  treatment,  and 
fubfequent  melancholy  death,  of  Capt. 
Pavin  of  the  Ruby ,  at  Sooloo,  than 
that  given  in  the  Supplement  to  tbe 
Chronicle,  in  Vol.  II.  page  132.] 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Amboy  fiaf 
dated  f  une  20,  1800. 

I  am  forry  to  inform  you  of  the 
unfortunate  lofs  of  Captain  Pavin, 
at  Sooloo.  We  failed  from  Amboy- 
na  the  24th  of  February  for  Sooloo, 
where  we  arrived  the  15th  of 
March,  at  fix  p,  m%  and  anchored  in 


1  2  fathoms ;  next  morning  weighed 
and  run  clofe  in  fhore  towards  the 
town,  and  moored  in  nine  fathoms  ; 
at  ten  a .  m.  Captain  Pavin  went  on 
fhore  in  the  jolly-boat,  with  four 
lafears,  a  fervant,  the  fifer,  and  ha- 
vildar.  About  an  hour  after  Cap¬ 
tain  Pavin  left  the  fhip,  I  obferved 
five  large  prows  to  get  under  weigh, 
three  of  which  weft  of  us,  and 
turn  ro  the  eaft  of  us ;  every  thing 
continued  quiet  till  about  three  p. 
m.  when  I  obferved  the  prows  to 
mount  a  9-pound  gun  on  their  bow, 
wirfi  a  large  brafs  fwivel  on  each 
fide  of  it.  I  immediately  prepared, 
for  fear  of  an  attack  from  the  prows ; 
but  to  'my  furprize,  at  halfpaft  five 
p.  771 »  they  commenced  a  fire  upon 
us  from  three  diftindl  batteries ; 
we  were  then  laying  with  our  head 
to  the  eaftward,  with  a  light  air  of 
wind  on  the  larboard  bow.  I  could 
not,  from  the  fituationof  the  wind 
and  tide,  caft  the  Chip’s  head  off 
fhore;  but  from  the  conftant  fire 
they  kept  upon  us,  I  was  obliged 
to  cut  from  both  cables  and  try  to 
wear,  in  which  I  luckily  fucceeded, 
and  cleared  the  rocks  about  eighteen 
or  twenty  yards.  After  getting  the 
fhip  turned  on  the  ftarboard  tack, 
I  ordered  the  people  to  their  quar¬ 
ters  ;  and  although  the  prows  and 
batteries  were  then  keeping  up  a 
conftant  fire  upon  us,  I  ftill  delayed 
returning  it,  except  a  few  guns  that 
were  fired  by  the  people  in  heat  of 
pafiion,  thinking  that  if  Captain 
Pavin  was  not  then  put  to  death, 
that  the  Sultan,  finding  he  did  not 
fucceed  in  taking  the  fhip,  might 
fpare  his  life,  and  permit  him  to  re¬ 
turn  to  the  fhip. 

However,  as  the  prows  were  pul¬ 
ling  up  to  board  us,  I  ordered  the 
people  to  fire,  for  the  fafety  of  the 
fhip  ;  by  the  time  they  had  receiv¬ 
ed  80  or  40  vollics  of  round  and 
grape,  they  were  completely  filenc- 
+  B  3  ed, 
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ed. — Finding  that  it  would  be  ut¬ 
terly  impoffible  to  get  the  fmalleft 
information  of  Captain  Pavin,  I 
made  the  beft  of  my  way  for  Ma- 
nada,  agreeable  to  his  inftrudions 
left  with  me.  After  my  arrival  at 
Manada,  I  had  an  account  of  the 
cargo  and  Captain  Pavin’s  effects 
taken  by  Mr.  Court,  the  Englifh 
refident,  for  fear  any  accident 
Ihould  happen  to  the  fh ip  before  our 
arrival  at  Ambpyna,  fo  as  it  might 
be  fatisfadlory  to  you  or  any  other 
perfon  concerned  in  her.  From  Ma¬ 
nada  I  went  to  Amourang  to  load 
with  rice.  On  my  arrival  at  Am- 
boyna,  1  delivered  up  the  fhip  and 
cargo,  with  Captain  Pavin’s  effects, 
to  Mr.  Fa rq altar,  who  has  appoint¬ 
ed  me  commander. 

The  following  is  an  account  of 
damage  received  from  the  fort  and 
prows : — 

One  nine-pound  (hot  and  a  grape 
under  the  ftarboard  quarter  gallery, 
between  wind  and  water;  two 
large  (hot  through  the  mizen- top- 
fail  ;  one  double  headed  nine-pound 
fhot  under  the  ftarboard  main  chains ; 
a  nine-pound  carronade  in  ftarboard 
fide  ;  a  twelve  ditto  carried  away 
the  ftarboard  gangway  ftantion,  alfo 
the  iron  ftantion  of  the  larboard 
pump,  graifed  the  main  maft,  and 
wounded  one  man  ;  a  nine-pounder 
through  a  fpare  fore-top-fail-yard; 
a  nine-pounder  carried  away  a  piece 
of  the  ftarboard  gunnel,  and  the 
chock  of  the  fore-fheet  ;  alfo  Hand¬ 
ing  and  running  rigging  a  good 
deal  cut;  the  jolly-boat  and  two  an¬ 
chors  and  cables  loft. 

N.  B.  There  were  fcveral  (hells 
thrown  at  us  from  the  fort,  which 
luckily  ps{Ted  us  before  burfting. 
ExtraB  of  a  letter  from  Malacca , 
dated.  July  12,  1800. 

The  Apollo ,  Capt.  Porter,  is  ar¬ 
rived  from  Sooloo,  and  I  am  furry 
$o  obferve,  that  poor  Pavin,  and 


the  whole  of  the  boat’s  crew,  were 
cut  to  pieces. — They  made  a  pre- 
fent  of  Pavin’s  hat,  and  the  boat, 
to  Captain  Porter. 


Extra  A  of  a  letter  from  Bencoolen . 

The  Malays,  wbofe  artifice  and 
cunning  are  proverbial,  have  con¬ 
trived,  till  lately,  to  carry  on 
confiderable  clandeftine  traffic  with 
the  Dutch ;  but  in  confequence 
of  a  difeovery  of  their  contra¬ 
band  practices,  a  proclamation  was 
recently  ifiued,  prohibiting  all 
Malay  prows,  and  veftels  of  what¬ 
ever  defeription,  from  trading, 
diredly  or  indirectly,  with  any 
of  the  enemy’s  ports,  under  pain 
of  forfeiting,  in  the  event  of 
difeovery,  not  only  the  veffel  and 
cargo,  but  alfo  the  protection  of  the 
fe.ttlement. 

Strong  fufpicions  of  the  clan¬ 
deftine  trade,  which  induced  the 
proclamation  above  noticed,  were 
for  a  long  time  entertained, ;  but  it 
was  owing-  to  the  exertions  of  John 
Campbell,  Efa.  governor  of  Croce, 
that  a  complete  difeovery  took  place. 

The  raoft  important  events  may 
be  traced  from  trifling  occurrences. 
The  detection  of  the  Malays  origi¬ 
nated  in  the  upfetting  of  a  boat, 
If  appears  that  a  large  prow,  laden 
with  benjamin  and  camphor, 
put  into  Croee  for  water,  and  that 
having  fent  her  people  on  (bore  for 
this  neceffary,  the  boat  upfet  on  her 
return,  and  was  ftranded  ;  but  her 
people  were  faved  by  the  exertions 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Croee.  Some 
words  had  dropped  on  their  fir  ft 
landing,  which  being  told  to  the 
governor,  ftrongly  excited  his 
curiofuy  ;  and  on  examining  Ariel' y 
one  of  the  Chinefe  failors,  Mr. 
Campbell  difeovered  that  the  veftel 
was  bound  to  Batavia,  for  whofe 
market  the  cargo  was  intended. 
The  neceifary  precautions  were 
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therefore  taken,  and  a  careful  exa¬ 
mination  of  the  prow's  papers  en- 
fued,  the  refult  of  which  was,  the 
difcovejry  of  fome  letters  for  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  Batavia ;  and  thefe  leaving 
no  room  for  doubt,  the  veflel  and 
cargo  were  immediately  confifeated. 
The  commander  finding  his  efforts 
to  fave  the  prow  ineffectual,  con- 
feffed  at  length,  that,  betides  his 
veffel,  there  were  feveral  others 
employed  in  the  fame  manner. 

Account  of  the  gallatit  conaudi  of 
Captain  Meik,  his  Officers  and 
Crew,  in  defence  of  the  Armenia, 
prior  to  her furrender  to  the  Cla^ 
rifle  privateer,  Captain  Le 
M  eme,  of  l6  guns  and  180 
men  ;  by  Mr.  Sto.kes,  who  was 
a  paffienger  on  the  former . 

©n  the  5th  of  July,  in  the  lati¬ 
tude  7°  30/  fouth,  longitude  79° 
807  eaft,  at  half-paft  three  p.  m.  we 
faw  a  (hip  on  our  lee  quarter,  dif- 
tant  about  three  leagues,  in  chafe  of 
us  ;  at  fix  o’clock  the  chafe  gained 
fait  on  us,  and  hoifted  American 
colours ;  by  eleven  o’clock  flic  was 
nearly  alongfide. 

We  got  the  Armenia  under  a  re¬ 
duced  fail,  and  all  ready  for  en- 
gaging,  hailed  the  ftrange  fail,  but 
received  no  anfwer,  though  within 
piftol  {hot  ;  fhe  then  hoifted  French 
colours,  and  fired  a  (hot  into  us, 
which  was  returned  by  a  broadfide 
from  the  Armenia,. 

Every  exertipn  was  ufed  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  enemy  boarding,  wjiich, 
from  his  manoeuvres,  appeared  to  be 
his  intention  ;  we'  continued  the 
action  for  about  40  minutes,  when, 
finding  that  all  refiftance  was  fruit- 
lefs,  we  were'  obliged  to  ftrike  to 
the  Clariffie  privateer,  Captain  Le 
Meme. 

Our  killed  and  wounded  were, 
Mr.  Baddeley,  firft  officer,  fiightly 
wounded  ;  Mr.  Falconar,  third  offi¬ 
cer,  killed;  the  captain’s  fie  ward. 


and  an  European  feacunney,  dan.- 
geroufly  wounded;  two  Portuguese 
feacunnies  wounded,  (one  fince 
dead),  and  the  fecond officer’s  fervant 
(hot  through  the  fhoulder.  Our 
fails  and  fhrouds  were  very  much 
cut  up  from  their  line  of  fire,  which 
was  about  fix  feet  above  the  deck. 

The  Clariffie  loft  three  men,  which 
they  fay  were  in  a  boat  which  filled 
alongfide;  but,  from  the  quantity  of 
blood  on  her  deck,  we  have  reafon 
to  diftruit  their  account,  and  to 
conclude  that  they  fell  in  the  action. 

Captain  Meik,  the  fecond  officer, 
and  the  lafears,  were  taken  on 
board  the  privateer ;  Mr,  Stokes, 
Mr.  Calder,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Badde¬ 
ley,  and  the  wounded,  proceeded  to 
the  Hie  of  France  in  the  Armenia , 
where  they  arrived  on  the  17th  of 
July  ;  and  it  is  a  tribute  of  praife 
due  to  the  government  there  to  fay, 
that  every  furgical  aid  and  comfort 
was  given  to  the  wounded. 

Mr.  Stokes  left  the  Ille  of  France 
on  the  5th  of  Auguft,  prior  to 
which  a  proclamation  had  been 
ifiued,  announcing  the  death  of 
General  Malartic,  a^id  the  lucceflion 
of  General  Magallon  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  ifland. 


Late  letters  from  Poonah  men¬ 
tion,  that  a  plot  among  fome  of 
Scindia’s  head  men  had  been  dis¬ 
covered,  who,  it  is  laid,  had  plan¬ 
ned  the  death  of  that  chieftain,  with 
the  view  of  fubftituting  in  his  place 
an  adopted  fon  of  Lutchmebye,  wi¬ 
dow  of  the  late  Majee  Scindia. 
The  fcherne  being  feafonably  dif- 
covered,  Scindia  took  the  neceffary 
meafures  for  difconcerting  the  con- 
fpirators,  and  was  fortunate  enough 
to  place  his  dependence  on  Colonel 
Sutherland  for  the  execution  of 
them.  This  choice  of  a  confidant, 
in  fuc.h  a  perilous  lituation,  refletfts 
great  merit  on  both  ;  for  that  of¬ 
ficer's  7, cal  and  fidelity  fully  cor- 
t  B  4  rriponchp 
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refponded  with  Scindia’s  expia¬ 
tions,  who  fucceeded  in  infliding 
condign  punifhment  on  his  enemies. 
He  fent  his  minifter,  Tan  ted  Pug- 
navefe,  to  the  fort  of  Amednagur ; 
others  were  difperfed  and  fecured 
in  the  fame  manner  in  different 
forts,  and  feme  were  blown  from 
the  mouth  of  a  gun.  Thefe  mea- 
fures  were  fully  juiiihed  by  the 
important  difcovery  of  written  en¬ 
gagements  between  the  leaders  of 
the  confpiracy  and  their  chief, 
which  were  produced  to  the  delin¬ 
quents,  and  recognized  by  them  to 
be  their  proper  hand-writing.  By 
thefe  it  was  ftipulated  with  fome, 
that  trads  of  country,  and  with 
others,  large  fums  of  money,  fhould 
be  the  reward  of  their  treachery. 

On  the  22d  of  March  laft,  the 
flip  Soliman  Shaw,  commanded  by 
a  Makodah,  having  her  owner  on 
board,  and  feveral  paffengers,  left 
Rangoon,  and  for  fome  days  meet¬ 
ing  with  fair  weather,  hopes  were 
entertained  of  making  a  fpeedy 
paffage  ;  but  about  a  fortnight  after 
fhe  had  left  the  port,  a  florm  came 
on,  attended  with  thunder,  light¬ 
ning,  and  rain.  The  fh ip  laboured, 
considerably,  which  made  it  necef- 
fary  to  keep  the  pumps  continually 
going  ;  the  fform  increafed,  and,  to 
lighten  the  veffel,  it  was  deemed 
neceffary  to  throw  her  guns,  and 
every  thing  that  was  upon  deck, 
overboard.  In  the  morning  the 
wind  abated,  but  the  fwell  was  fo 
heavy,  and  thefhip  hadfuftained  fo 
much  damage,  that  the  utmoft  la¬ 
bour  of  the  people  was  infuffeient  to 
keep  her  free  ;  the  water  gained  fo 
much  upon  them,  that  fclf-preferva- 
tion  prompted  them  to  fleer  towards 
the  fhore ;  they  wifhed  to  return  to 
Rangoon,'  and  confidered  it  would 
be  more  fafe  to  get  as  near  the  coaft 
as  poffible,  as  in  the  event  of  the 
[hip's  foundering,  they  might  be 
able  to  prefer ve  their  lives  ;  they 


proceeded  in  this  manner  to  the 
latitude  of  about  ]  5°  30- ,  when  the 
fhip  filled,  at  which  time  the  ifland 
Preparis  was  in  fight  from  the  maft- 
head. 

'Fhe  commander,  Shabaan,  then 
requeffed  of  the  owner,  Hajee  Ma¬ 
homet,  permiffion  to  have  the  long, 
boat,  which  was  granted  ;  and  the 
commander,  his  writer,  chief  mate, 
fecond  mate,  all  the  paffengers,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  ferang,  feacunnies, 
tindals,  and  eight  lafears,  got  into 
the  boat  and  puffed  off  :  fame  time, 
Hajee  Mahomet,  and  the  remainder 
of  the  people,  to  the  amount  of 
about  twenty- two,  got  into  the 
pinnace,  and  likewife  puffed  off. 
Hajee  Mahomet  clefired  that  both 
boats  might  keep  together;  but  after 
they  had  got  a  fhort  difiance  from 
the  fhip,  Hajee  Mahomet  looked 
back  at  her,  and  requeffed  he  might 
be  put  on  board  again,  wffich  was 
accordingly  complied  with,  and  he 
and  the  lafears  returned  on  board  ; 
after  which  he  requeffed  the  fea- 
cunnies  to  come  up,  and  try  to 
cut  away  the  main-maft  ;  they  com¬ 
plied,  leaving  only  fo  little  uncut 
as,  with  the  leaff  wind,  it  muff  go 
overboard:  they  returned  into  the 
long-boat  and  puffed  off;  previ- 
oufly  to  which,  however,  feveral 
of  the  lafears  who  had  been  in  the 
boat  attempted  to  quit  the  fhip ; 
but  Hajee  Mahomet  drew  his 
fword,  and  declared  he  would  cut 
any  one  down  who  fhould  prefume 
to  do  fo,  threatening,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  if  the  boat's  crew  endea¬ 
voured  to  take  any  of  the  people 
away  who  had  attached  themfelves 
to  him  in  the  firft  infiance,  he 
would  fire  upon  them  :  and  in  the 
agony  of  defpair,  he  declared,  that, 
in  the  event  of  the  fhip’s  founder¬ 
ing,  he  would  go  down  with  her ; 
that  beggary  would  otherwife  be 
his  lot ;  and  that  it  was  better  not 
to  live  than  want  the  means  Ljr 

which 
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which  to  exift.  When  the  boat  left 
the  Hi  ip,  foundings  were  unattain¬ 
able  with  80  fathoms. 

On  the  2d  of  May  the  com- 
inander  and  mates  arrived  at  Ran¬ 
goon,  and  a  few  days  afterwards 
intelligence  was  received  that  the 
fhip  had  found  her  way  to  Baftfeen, 
with  no  perfon  on  board  ;  fo  that  it 
is  fuppofed  Hajee  Mahomet  and  the 
people  took  to  their  boat  and  were 
loft.  Four  or  five  horfes,  out  of 
about  fourteen,  were  Hill  alive. 

Extrafl  of  a  letter  from  Amhoyna , 
dated  1 2th  fitly. 

The  hon.  Company’s  fhip  Uni¬ 
corn,  Capt.  R.  Langlands,  fail¬ 
ed  from  Amboyna  the  latter  end  of 
June,  for  Delhi,  a  Portugueze  fet- 
tlement  on  the  iiland  of  Timor. 
Capt.  Shaw,  mafter  attendant  at 
Banda,  was  a  palfenger  on  board  the 
Unicorn ,  for  the  purpofe  of  pro¬ 
curing  live  ftock  at  Delhi  for  the 
colony  at  Amboyna ;  the  fhip’s 
«ompany  confifted  of  four  feacunnies, 
twelve  lafears,  and  thirty-four  Ja- 
vanefe,  taken  from  three  Dutch 
Blips,  prizes  to  his  Majefty’s  fhip 
In  Virginie. 

On  the  7th  of  July,  at  ten 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  being  off 
Waroo  Bay,  Captain  Langlands, 
Captain  Shaw,  and  the  oncers,  be¬ 
ing  all  on  deck,  bv  the  capftern,  in 
converfation  with  each  other,  the 
Javanefe  ruftred  aft,  finging  the 
war  fong,  and  inftantly  knocked 
down  Captain  Shaw  with  the  boat’s 
bomkin,  at  the  fame  time  ft  ruck 
Captain  Langlands  with  a  large 
knife,  which  fevered  one  ear  from 
the  head,  and  occafioncd  a  great 
effufion  of  blood. 

Captain  Langlands  immediately 
feized  the  weapon  which  they  had 
knocked  down  Mr.  Shaw  with, 
and  defended  himfelf,  until  he  had 
fufficiently  cleared  the  quarter-deck 
fo  as  to  get  down  the  after-hatch¬ 


way  ;  he  then  armed  himfelf,  his 
officers,  carpenter,  and  two  fea¬ 
cunnies,  and  again  afeended  the 
hatchway,  and  requefted  the  Ma¬ 
lays  to  retire  from  the  quarter¬ 
deck  ;  but  finding  all  remonftrance 
fruitlefs,  and  the  Malays  being  on 
the  point  of  commencing  a  fecond 
attack,  he  gave  orders  to  fire  on 
the  mutineers,  when,  after  three 
hours  conteft,  he  found  fix  teen  Ma¬ 
lays  miffing,  fuppofed  to  be  killed 
by  the  fire,  and  had  fecured  the  re¬ 
maining  eighteen  in  irons,  fome  of 
whom  were  feverely  wounded. 

At  two  a.  m.  Captain  Shaw  died 
of  the  wound  he  received.  On  the 
8th  one  of  the  Malays  got  loofe, 
and  was  attempting  to  free  the 
others,  when  he  was  fnot  dead  by 
the  centinel.  Captain  Langlands 
then  bore  up  for  Amboyna,  where 
he  arrived  fafe,  and  delivered  nine 
of  the  Malays  to  the  civil  power, 
the  reft  having  died  of  thek 
wounds. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Manga - 
lore ,  dated  fitly  25,  1800. 

The  fate  of  the  forty-nine  rebels 
that  were  made  prifonersin  attempt¬ 
ing  to  effedt  their  efcape  from  Jema- 
labad,  has  been  decided  by  a  general 
court-martial,  and  they  are  fentenced 
to  death.  Nine  of  them  that  were 
deferters  were  hung  on  the  Ead-Gah 
hill  on  Monday  laft,  and  two  others 
at  the  fame  time  received  a  part  of 
their  punifhment  of  one  thoufand 
lafhes  each  ;  the  others  will  receive 
their  fentence  at  Bechul  or  Cunda- 
pore,  and  Jemalabad.  The  nephew 
of  the  Wittel  Rajah  had  been  in  con¬ 
finement  at  this  place  for  fome  weeks, 
and  Capt.  Bruce,  with  a  detachment, 
having  been  fent  into  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  his  former  depreda¬ 
tions,  the  uncle  came  in  and  fur  ren¬ 
dered  himfelf,  having  been  totally 
deferted  by  his  followers  :  he  ar¬ 
rived  at  Mangalore  on  Sunday  laft, 

where 
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where  he  now  remains  in  fafe  cuf- 
tody.  This  circumstance  we  were 
in  hopes  would  have  fecured  our 
tranquillity ;  but  information  has 
been  received  that  a  party  of  plun¬ 
derers  have  entered  the  northern 
parts,  in  the  vicinity  of  Sedafhew- 
ghur ;  they  are  fuppofed  to  be  a 
part  of  Doondia’s  people.  Mea¬ 
sures,  no  doubt,  will  be  immediately 
adopted  to  put  a  fpeedy  end  to  their 
depredations. 

The  means  by  which  the  gar- 
rifon  of  Jemalabad  effected  their 
efcape  has  been  difeovered  ;  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  by  tying  to¬ 
gether  ropes,  bamboos,  ladders,  and 
every  thing  of  that  nature  that 
might  enable  them  to  reach  from  the 
parapet  to  the  bottom  of  the  per¬ 
pendicular  rock.  This  defperate 
refource  indicates  the  preffing diftrefs 
of  their  (ituation  ;  and  in  the  dan¬ 
gerous  effort  to  efcape  by  this  mode, 
feveral  are  fuppofed  to  have  perifhed, 
as  many  of  their  bodies  were  found 
dead  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder, 
apparently  killed  by  falling. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  BATAVIA. 

The  Only  public  buildings  which 
merit  particular  attention  are,  the 
palace  of  the  governor-general,  the 
arfenal,  the  (ladthoufe,  and  the 
high  church.  The  firft  of  them 
forms  a  termination  to  the  principal 
ft  reef.  The  fore  court  of  the  pa¬ 
lace  is  handfomely  railed,  and  the 
front  gate  is  guarded  by  centinels. 
This  edifice  is  of  {tone,  and  of  an 
impofing  appearance  ;  it  confifts  of 
four  {lories,  with  a  central  dome, 
crowned  with  a  turret.  There  is  a 
battalion  of  foldiers  eortftantly  on 
duty  here,  which  .confiits  chiefly  of 
Malays,  commanded  by  European 
officers.  The  European  foldiers, 
%vho  though  they  are  much  better 
clothed  and  accoutred  than  the 
native  troops,  have  fuch  a  meagre, 
pale,  and  ghaiily  appearance,  as  to 


be  but  ill  qualified  for  the  duties  of 
their  own,  or  any  other  profeffion. 
Not  one  in  twenty  of  the  military 
who  come  from  Europe  ever  return 
thither  ;  and  even  thofe  who  efcape 
and  furvive  all  the  dangers  and  dif- 
orders  of  the  climate,  generally  go 
back  to  their  own  country  with 
emaciated  forms  and  debilitated  con- 
(litutions.  This  palace  appears  to 
have  been  built  at  feveral  diftindt 
periods,  from  the  dates  which  are 
engraved  in  different  parts  of  it  ; 
the  dates,  ]6’30,  1 6s6,  and  1 66o, 
mark  the  particular  periods  when 
certain  principal  parts  of  it  were 
ere&ed.  Before  the  court  there  is 
a  kind  of  lawn,  with  a  walk  in  the 
middle,  (haded  with  rows  of  trees  ; 
and  to  the  left  of  this  lawn,  at  a 
frnall  diftance  from  the  palace,  (lands 
the  arfenal,  before  which  lie  a  great 
number  of  new7  brafs  guns,  gun-car¬ 
riages,  (hot  61  all  kinds  piled  up, 
and  150  pieces  of  large  cannon, 
completely  mounted.  This  build¬ 
ing  is  more  remarkable  for  its 
flrength  than  the  beauty  of  its  ex¬ 
ternal  appearance,  and  contains  an 
immenfe  quantity  of  all  kinds  of 
ordnance  and  military  (lores,  both 
in  its  chambers  and  in  the  deep 
vaults  beneath  the  building.  The 
fmall  armoury  contains  200,000 
(land  of  arms,  near  which  are  bar¬ 
racks  for  40,000  men.  This  place 
is  in  no  condition,  however,  to  re¬ 
fill  a  well-appointed  enemy  ;  nor  is 
it  eafy  to  reconcile  the  defencelefs 
(late  of  this  valuable  fettlement  to 
the  wealth*  aipd  importance  of  Jt. 
The  number  of  regular  troops  quar¬ 
tered  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ba¬ 
tavia,  including  both  the  European 
and  Malay  regiments,  amounts  to 
about  fifteen  thoufartd  men  ;  there 
2re  alfo  upwards  of  thirty  thoufand 
native  militia,  who  are  regularly 
clothed  and  paid.  The  European 
troops  are  clothed  in  a  manner  fuit- 
able  to  the  climate,  are  allowed  to. 

carry 


CHRONICLE  FOR  AUGUST  1800. 


27 


carry  on  any  trade  or  profeffion  for 
which  they  are  qualified,  and  other- 
wife  remunerated  by  particular  pri¬ 
vileges.  The  Malay  troops,  on 
the  contrary,  are  deftitute  of  any 
decent  clothing,  none  of  them  at 
lead  being  allowed  (hoes  or  dock¬ 
ings,  and  in  this  miferable  date  of 
equipment  they  do  their  duty.  The 
dore-houfes  have  continued  full  ever 
fince  the  year  1797,  and  there  was 
no  probability  till  lately  of  a  vend 
for  the  articles  on  hand.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  inhabitants,  and  merchants, 
.  were  in  a  date  of  great  embarrafs- 
ment,  in  confequence  of  the  dagna- 
tion  of  commerce,  as  no  remittances 
could  be  expected  while  their  goods 
were  lying  dead. 


AUGUST . 

Fort  William,  Aug.  6,  1800. 

Bj  the  Moji  Noble  the  Governor- 
general  tn  Council. 

The  mod  noble  the  .Governor- 
general  in  council  having  received, 
fromhis  Excellency  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  the  notification  of  the  ar¬ 
rival  within  thefe  provinces  of  the 
three  battalions  of  Bengal  vo- 
lunteers,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant- colonel  Gardiner,  feels  a 
peculiar  fatisfattion  in  publifhing  to 
the  army  his  mod  cordial  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  didmguidied  fervices 
rendered  to  the  Bririfh  empire  in 
India,  by  the  European  and  native 
officers  and  privates  of  thofe  gallant 
and  meritorious  corps,  during  the 
late  arduous  crifis  of  public  affairs. 

His  lord ih ip  remarked,  with  the 
tyarmed  fentiments  of  gratitude,  the 
alacrity  and  zeal  munifeded  by  the 
native  officers  and  privates,  in  their 
voluntary  embarkation  for  the  coad 
ot  Coromandel,  on  the  eve  of  the 
|ate  glorious  war;  after  the  com- 


mencement  of  the  war,  the  exem¬ 
plary  difeipline,  valour,  and  deadi- 
nefs  of  the  Bengal  volunteers,  wrere 
eminently  confp'cuous  on  various 
important  occasions ;  and  the  official 
reports  which  his  lordfhip  repeat¬ 
edly  received  from  the  field  during 
his  refidence  at  Fort  St.  George, 
judify  him  in  attributing  to  the 
Bengal  volunteers  a  confiderable 
portion  of  the  glory  and  honour  ac¬ 
quired  by  the  Britifn  arms,  during 
the  brilliant  and  memorable  cam¬ 
paign  in  My  fore. 

After  the  reduflion  of  Seringapa- 
tam,  the  mod  noble  the  Governor- 
general  in  council  was  happy  to 
obferve  the  laudable  and  unabated 
exertions  of  the  Bengal  volunteers, 
in  accompanying  the  rapid  move¬ 
ments  of  the  army  upon  the  nor¬ 
thern  frontiers  of  the  dominions  of 
the  rajah  of  My  fore. 

When  the  fervice  in  the  Myfore 
had  been  brought  to  a  concluiion, 
the  conduct  of  the  Bengal  volun¬ 
teer  battalions  in  the  northern  cir- 
cars/was  fuch  as  to  receive  the  mod 
honourable  tedirnony  of  approba¬ 
tion  from  the  right  honourable  the 
Governor  in  council  at  Fort  St. 
George. 

In  addition  to  thefe  circum- 
dances  which  have  fallen  URder  the 
immediate  obfervation  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor-general  in  council,  the  fa¬ 
vourable  reports  which  his  lordfhip 
has  received  from  his  excellency  the 
commander  in  chief,  of  the  uniform 
fidelity,  attachment,  dutiful  fubor- 
dination  and  determined  courage 
manifeded  by  thefe  valuable  corps 
on  every  emergency,  require,  that 
his  lordfhip  in  council  fhould  confer 
a  mark  of  honorary  diftinHion  on 
the  Bengal  volunteers,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  commemorating  their  fer. 
vices,  and  of  recommending  their 
example  to  the  imitation  of  their 
fellow  foldiers. 


The 
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The  rnoft  noble  the  Governor- 
general  in(  council  is  therefore 
plcafed.  to  order,  that  honorary  me¬ 
dals  be  conferred  on  all  the  native 
commiflioned  and  non-commihioned 
efneers  and  fepoys  of  the  three  bat¬ 
talions  of  Bengal  volunteers,  re¬ 
cently  returned  from  the  coaft  of 
Coromandel. 

From  the  hrh  ultimo,  the  entire 
civil  government  of  the  province  of 
Malabar  has  been  transferred  to  the 
yjrefidency  of  Madras,  as  had  been 
the  military  command  there  feme 
months  ago  :  likewife,  the  interior 
adminihration  of  the  city  of  Surat, 
and  its  dependencies,  having  become 
veiled  by  treaty  in  the  honourable 
Englifh  Company,  the  ehablifhment 
©f  chief  and  council  has  been  abo- 
lifhed,  and  the  following  appoint¬ 
ments  taken  place  in  confequence, 
daring  the  honourable  the  Gover¬ 
nor’s  late  hay  there,  viz. 

Daniel  Seton,  Eq.  to  be  lieutenant- 
governor  of  the  Caftle  of  Surat. 

Alexander  Ramfay,  Efq.  to  be  judge 
and  magiRrate 

Edward  Galley,  Efq.  to  be  collector. 

William  Soper,  Efq.  to  be  cuhom- 
maher. 

John  Church,  efq.  to  be  mint-mailer. 

Provifion  has  alfo  been  made  for 
the  inftitution  of  a  quarterly  crimi¬ 
nal  court,  on  a  fimiiar  footing  with 
that  ehablifhed  for  Salfette  and 
Caranja. 

About  half  pair  five  o’clock,  on  the 
Sdinftant,  as  a  bullock  coach,  with 
fix  children  in  it,  belonging  to 
Doctor  Caban,  was  palling  by  the 
liver,  near  the  Wallajah  gate,  the 
bullocks  took  fright  at  a  horfe  and 
Bandy,  and  ran  into  the  river,  when 
one  of  the  children,  a  boy  near  ten 
years  old,  was  unfortunately  drown¬ 
ed  :  he  was  picked  up  three  quar¬ 
ters  of  an  hour  after,  and  every  hu¬ 
mane  exertion  was  made  to  recover 
M®,  but  withoub  effed. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Madras , 
dated  the  1 31th  infant,  glaring  a 
full  and  correct  account  of  the 
capture  and  re-capture  of  the 
Friendfhip. 

i. 

After  I  had  difpatched  my  letter 
of  the  4  th,  written  off  Mafulipatam, 
the  wind  veered  from  the  wehward,. 
and  we  were  induced  to  get  under 
weigh,  at  which  time  a  fhip  and 
brig:  were  handing  ill  for  the 

O 

roads. 

T  he  fhip  we  took  to  be  the  Dae¬ 
dalus,  belonging  to  his  Majefty ; 
but  proceeding  farther  to  thefouth- 
ward,  we  grew  fufpicious. 

At  this  time  we  faw  a  very  large 
fhip  handing  in  from  the  fouthward, 
which  was  generally  believed  to  be 
a  two-decker,  right  a-head  of  us, 
dihant  about  feven  or  eight  miles  * 
both  thefe  veflels  had  blue  colours 
hying.  We  confequently  concluded 
they  were  confer  ts,  and  ceafed  to 
apprehend  danger. 

When  the  hrh  fhip  got  Into  our 
wake,  at  that  time  about  two  miles 
off,  (he  tacked  after  us. 

We  had  however  no  alternative  • 
the  courfe  we  hood  in  was  that 
alone  which  prudence  dictated  ; 
both  veffels  were  approaching  at 
the  fame  time  ;  we  knew  well  that 
were  they  both  enemies,  it  would 
be  impoflible  to  efcape  ;  but  in  the 
event  of  the  one  we  muh  hrh  come 
in  contact  with  being  hohile,  and 
the  farther  vehel  proving  Englifh, 
though  captured,  we  muh  foon  re¬ 
gain  our  liberty,  the  force  of  the 
latter  being  fo  greatly  fuperior. 

It  was  eleven  o’clock  when  we 
weighed  and  made  fail ;  at  half  pah 
noon,  the  fhip  we  hrh  faw  was 
about  a  mile  from  us  ;  we  therefore 
clearly  perceived  (he  was  an  enemy, 
although  {he  hill  kept  the  blue  hag 
flying.  A  little  before  one  they 
hailed  us,  defiring  us  to  (trike  to  a 
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French  privateer,  but  not  to  haul 
down  our  colours.  An  armed  boat 
ihcrtly  after  was  fent,  which  car¬ 
ried  the  captain  and  another  gentle¬ 
man  on  board  L’Uni,  the  privateer : 
by  this  time  we  clearly  law  that  a 
large  fhip,  diftant  about  four  miles* 
was  the  Arrogant :  The  French- 
men,  luckily  taking  her  for  one  of 
the  large  Indiamen,  Food  direftly 
on  till  they  came  within  two  miles 
of  her  ;  the  Friendjhip  was  about 
a  mile  off,  under  command  of  a  prize- 
mafter,  handing  to  the  northward. 
The  privateer,  when  too  late,  per¬ 
ceived  her  miftake  ;  fhe  nearedvery 
fad,  and  the  ci.ofer  (he  approached, 
the  greater  appeared  to  be  the  ene¬ 
my’s  confufon  ;  at  half  pad  three 
they  were  bufily  employed  in  throw¬ 
ing  their  guns  overboard  ;  they  had 
carried  previouily,  however,  two 
abaft,  and  from  thefe  five  (hot  were 
fired  at  the  Arrogant ,  whence  an 
equal  number  was  returned. 

It  was  now  nearly  four  o’clock, 
and  juft  as  the  Arrogant  had  pre¬ 
pared  to  pour  a  broadfide  into  her, 
the  privateer  ftruck,  to  the  great 
mortification  of  the  Frenchmen,  and 
proportionate  pleafure  of  the  pri- 
foners  ;  the  former,  but  an  hour  be¬ 
fore,  confidered  themfelves  certain  of 
immenfe  wealth  in  the  capture  of  a 
valuable  Indiaman.  We  poor  fel¬ 
lows  were  reduced  to  dill  refs  by  the 
lofs  of  our  veil'd  and  of  our  liberty  ; 
but  the  breeze  of  fortune  fhifted, 
and  the  vanquifher  became  van- 
quilhed. 

The  Friendjhip,  by  this  time, 
had  proceeded  five  or  fix  miles  from 
us  ;  but  taking  thefirll  opportunity 
of  getting  on  board  the  Arrogant , 
we  explained  her  fituation  to  Cap¬ 
tain  Ofborrte  ;  he  ordered  us  to  re¬ 
turn  to  the  privateer,  and  ufe  our 
utmoft  exertions  in  proceeding  after 
her  ;  with  this  of  courfe  we  chear- 
fully  complied.  The  prifonefs  were 


properly  fecured ;  at  fix  we  made 
fail,  and  at  eleven  we  had  the  plea¬ 
fure  to  fee  the  Friendjhip  poffeffed 
by  an  officer  and  men  of  the  Arro¬ 
gant. 

Whilft  on  board  the  privateer,  it 
was  feen  by  their  journal,  that  if 
we  had  been  as  near  to  the  land  on 
the  27th  ultimo  as  we  fuppofed,  we 
mull  have  fallen  in  with  her,  as  die 
had  been  cruizing  off  Madras  for 
2()  or  27  days  previouily  to  cap¬ 
turing  us,  fomet fines  to  the  north¬ 
ward  and  fometimes  to  the  fouth- 
ward.  The  Helen  fell  to  the 
Frenchman,  a  few  hours  after  fhe 
had  left  Madras.  A  brig  had  alfo 
been  taken,  which  was  in  company 
when  the  Friendjhip  was  laid  hold 
of.  We  arrived  here  (Madras) 
yelferday,  the  1 3  th,  .  extremely 
thankful  that  we  were  landed  in 
Britifh,  not  a  foreign  fettlement,  as 
once  we  expelled. 

Bombay,  Augujl  22,  1800. 

By  the  Commanding  OJBcer  of  the 
Forces. 

An  official  report,  highly  honour¬ 
able  to  the  cha rafter  of  Ibrahim 
Cawn,  subahdar  in  the  firft  batta¬ 
lion  third  regiment  Bombay  native 
infantry,  having  been  made  through 
the  hon.  Colonel  Wellefley,  for  his 
gallant  and  foldier-like  attack  of  a 
pagoda  in  the  vicinity  of  Carvvar, 
in  which  a  notorious  robber,  by 
whom  that  diftrift  was  for  many 
years  infefted,  had  taken  poll  with 
his  followers,  and  for  his  fubfequent 
feizure  of  the  robber’s  perfon,  the 
commanding  officer  <rf  the  forces, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  hon. 
the  Governor  in  council,  direfts  that 
a  badge  of  gold,  with  an  appropriate 
inscription,  be  publicly  prefen  ted 
to  the  subahdar,  as  a  mark  of  the 
high  fenfe  which  government  ever 
entertains  of  diffcingnilhed  merit,  in 

what- 


30  ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1801. 


whatever  branch  of  the  fervice  it 
may  be  (hewn. 

And  in  order  to  evince  to  the 
native  troops  the  more  generally, 
that  an  active  exertion  of  duty  (hall 
not  in  any  way  efcape  the  notice  of 
government,  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  forces,  with  the  fame  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  hOn.  the  Governor  in 
council,  further  dire^s  that  this 
diftindtion  be  extended  to  the  ha- 
vildars  who  were  prefent,  and  who 
may  have  confpituonfly  exerted 
themfelves  on  the  fame  occaiion, 
with  this  difference,  that  the  badge 
fhall  be  of  filver,  to  be  worn  cn  the 
right  arm. 

£3  ,  \ 

Lieutenant-colonel  Williamfon, 
commanding  officer  of  the  hrft  bat¬ 
talion  third  regiment,  will  tranfmit 
to  the  adjutant-general,  b)  the  firffi 
opportunity,  the  names  of  the  havil- 
dars  that  may  be  pointed  out  to  him 
as  entitled  to  the  above  dxftinction. 
The  above  order  to  be  publicly 
read  and  explained  on  the  parade  of 
every  native  corps  in  the  fervice. 

R.  Gordon,  Adj.  Gen, 

»L.a. 

Fort  William,  Aug.  26,  1800« 

This  morning  difpatches  were  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  moft  noble  the  Go¬ 
vernor-general  Irom  his  Excellency 
Vice-Admiral  Rainier,  dated  the 
llth  Auguft  1800,  on  board  of 
the  Suffolk ,  in  Madras  roads,  from 
which  the  following  is  an  ext  raft  : 

i(  I  have  the  fatisfaffion  to  in¬ 
form  your  excellency,  that  his  Ma. 
jefty’s  thip  Arrogant ,  Captain  Ed¬ 
ward  Gfborne,  anchored  in  the  roads 
this  morning,  with  L’Uni  French 
privateer,  of  30  guns  and  25  0  men, 
(when  taken  had  216  on  board,  the 
red:  fent  away  in  prizes,}  which 
Captain  Ofborne  captured,  the  4th 
inftant,  off  Mafulipa.tam,  command¬ 
ed  by  Monfieur  Jean  Francois  Ho- 
doul  ’}  at  the  fame  time  retook  her 


prize,  the  ffiip  Friendjbip ,  from  Cal¬ 
cutta.  The  brig  Bee ,  another  prize 
to  the  privateer,  then  in  light,  ef¬ 
fected  her  efcape. 

L’Uni  left  the  Mauritius  the 
4th  of  May,  and  had  taken,  exclu- 
five  of  the  above,  an  Englifh  priva¬ 
teer  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
named  the  Harriet ,  and  the  fhip 
Helen ,  from  hence  bound  to  China-. 

L’Uni  failed  from  Mauritius  in 
company  with  two  fmaller  priva¬ 
teers,  the  object  of  whole  cruize,  as 
tar  as  I  have  yet  learnt,  was  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Batavia,  and  from  thence 
to  the  eaftward,  though  fome  of  the 
prisoners  have  fa  id,  one  was  to  have 
gone  to  the  Gulf  of  Perfia.  As  far 
as  the  relation  of  prifoners  may  be 
attended  to,  there  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  any  more  privateers 
fitted  out  than  the  three  above- 
mentioned. 

By  command  of  the  mod  noble 
the  Governor-general  in  council, 

G.  H.  Barlow,  Chief  Sec.  to  Gov, 

In  entering  Bencoolen  Roads,  the 
Arnifion  had  a  rencontre  with  a 
French  privateer,  of  which  the  fol¬ 
lowing  are  the  particulars : 

The  French  privateer  failed  into 
Bencoolen  roads  with  the  Arn'jhn$ 
the  former  having  American  colours 
hoifted  at  themizen-peak,  preparing 
to  anchor  with  thofe  colours  ftili 
flying.  Several  boats  had  put  off, 
but  could  not  fetch  the  fuppoied 
American  ;  and  a  boat  with  the  dif¬ 
patches  and  letters  from  the  A  miff 
ton  had  proceeded  to  the  fhore ; 
from  which  circumftance  the  enemy 
conjectured  that  the  captain  had 
landed,  and  that  the  (hip  had  been 
weakened  by  the  departure  of  fome 
of  her  hands.  Waiting  therefore  till 
a  fhort  time  after  the  dinner  bell 
had  rung,  the  French  national  co¬ 
lours  were  in  a  moment  displayed, 

where 
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where  the  American  had  before  been 
flying  ;  fhe  then  fired  a  complete 
broadfide,  which  was  as  inftantane- 
oufly  returned  by  th z.  Arntjlon  from 
thirteen  twelve-pounders,  at  that 
time  loaded  with  double-headed, 
/hot :  the  privateer  finding  the  In- 
diaman  prepared  at  all  points  to  re¬ 
ceive  her,  cut  her  cables  and  made 
fail  to  the  fouthward  ;  the  Arn'ifton 
alfo  cut  her  cables,  and  crouded  fail 
after  her,  but  could  not  come  up 
with  her.  The  Amijion  failed  from 
England  in  company  with  the  Bom¬ 
bay  Indiaman,  long  fince  arrived  ; 
had  been  at  St.  Helena  ;  and  fome 
days  after  the  aftion  in  Bencoolen 
roads,  took  her  departure  for  fhe 
Streightsof  Malacca,  in  profecution 
of  her  voyage  to  China,  giving 
protection  to  the  American  fliip 
Grace  as  far  as  Acheen,  where  they 
pajted  company. 

The  Amt/lon ,  at  the  time  of  the 
attion,  is  reported  to  have  had 
30,0001.  in  fpecie.on  board,  and  to 
have  been  but  badly  manned,  when 
compared  with  the  other  Indiamen 
of  the  prefent  feafon,  hex  crew  being 
nearly  two- thirds  foreigners. 

From  the  mode  and  boldnefs  of 
the  attack,  we  are  led  to  fuppofe 
the  privateer  to  be  no  other  than 
the  Confianre ,  now  commanded  by 
Surcouf :  her  force  was  conjectured 
to  have  been  twenty- two  twelve 
pounders  ;  fhe  was  full  of  men. 

A  monument  is  now  ereCting  to 
the  memory  of  the  late  Colonel 
Bruce,  which,  when  finifhed,  is  in¬ 
tended  to  remind  the  penfive  reader 
of  the  honourable  actions  of  that 
praife- worthy  character.  The  late 
colonel’s  brother  officers,  at  a  dif- 
.  tance  from  the  iprefidencv,  may  be 
plealed  to  be  reminded  of  fervices, 
in  which,  with  the  deceafed,  they 
may  have  been  engaged;  and  to 


the  junior  officer,  emulous  to  tread 
in  the  path  which  leads  to  honour¬ 
able  diftinCtion,  a  bright  example 
will  doubtlefs  be  acceptable ;  we 
have  therefore  extracted  the  follow¬ 
ing  from  the  epitaph : 


Over  tlie  Remains  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  ROBERT  BRUCE, 
Commandant  of  the  3d  Battalion  of 
Bengal  Artillery  ; 

Who,  in  1771,  while  yet  a  youth. 

Opened  an  h#nourable  Career  of  Service, 

In  the  Cooch  Beyhar  expedition  ; 

Led  the  Native  Artillery, 

In  the  memorable  march  acrofs 
The  Peninfula  of  India, 

From  Culpeeto  Surat; 

Acquiring  marked  approbation 
In  all  the  active  campaigns  of 
General  Goddard, 

From  1778  to  1781  ; 

At  the  recommendation  of  Gov.  Gen.  Haftings, 
Was  feleded  in  1  ;8z  to  dired  his  Corps, 

At  the  redudion  of  the  Fort  of 
Bidge-Glmr, 

Till  that  time  deemed  impregnable ; 

In  1786,  when  Peace  in  India  and  in  Europe 
Allowed  the  enjoyments  of  home  to  a  Soldier, 
Revifited  Britain, 

There  to  leave  Impreilions  of 
Talents,  Honour,  and  Domett ic  Virtues, 

On  his  Friends,  and  on  his  Family, 
Permanent  on  their  memories  and  its  gratitude  j 
Butin  1792,  when  his  country  called 
On  his  itrong  1'enfe  of  military  honour. 
Refumed  the  adive  duties  of  the  Field  ; 
Was  feut  in  1793,  by  Lord  Cornwallis, 

To  conduct  the  Bengal  Artillery, 

Ordered  for  the  fiege  of  Pondicherry ; 
Commanded  in  1794,  the  whole  Artillery 
In  the  decifive  Battle  of 
Beetoreh,  in  Rohilcund, 

With  the  public  thanks  of 
General  Sir  Robert  Abercrombie ; 
Continuing  in  the  Field; 

From  this  asra  till  4th  November  179ft, 
When  at  Diggah,  near  Dinapore, 

At  the  Age  of  4?., 

A  fatal  Difeafe,  incident  to  the  Climate, 
Deprived  the  Service  of  an  Excellent  Offider, 
And  Society  of  one  of  its  brighteft  Ornaments-* 
Tins  mute  memorial  of  the  heart 
Is  ini'eribed. 


GOVERNMENT  NOTIFICATION. 

Fort  William,  Aug.  18,  t8oo. 
The  molt  noble  the  Governor- 
general  has  made  the  following 
pointments,  for  the  purpofe  of  car¬ 
rying  into  effect  the  inllitution  of 
a  college  at  Fort  William,  under 
regulation  IX.  A.  D.  1800: 
l  ha  Rev.  David  Brown,  Provo  ft. 

^The  Rev  Claudius  Buchanan,  A.  B. 
Vice  Brovoft. 


PROFESSORSHIPS. 


Arabic  Language  and?  ,  T  i  r,  mi- 
MiWSw  Lav.,  j  Lt*  J°hn  Baillie- 
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The  Rev.  Clau¬ 
dius  Buchanan. 


^  Lt.  Colonel  Win. 

~  r  r  )  Kirkpatrick. 

Terijan  Language  (  frs  fJladwin,  and 
and  Literature,  f  Neil  j  Benj.  Ed- 
*  monftone,  Efqrs. 
HinduftaneefLanguage,  J.Gilchrift,  Elq. 
The  Regulations  and') 

Laws  enabled  bv  the  j 

Governor  -  general  1  George  Hillaro 
m  Council,  &c.  for  S  ^  £f 
the  Civil  Govern-  ?  1 

nvent  ol  the  Brftilh 
Territories  in  India. 

Greek,  Latin, and  En- 
glifh  Claffics, 

Fort  William,  Sept  .  18  I  Coo. 
The  moil  noble  the  Governor- 
general  has  appointed  the  Rev.  Da¬ 
vid  Brown,  Proved,  the  Rev.*  C. 
Buchanan,  ViceProvod,  G.  H.  Bar- 
low,  Efq.  N.  B.  Edmonftone,  Efq. 
and  Lieutenant  Colonel  W.  Kirk¬ 
patrick,  to  be  the  council  for  the 
immediate  government,  internal  re¬ 
gulation  and  discipline  of  the  col¬ 
lege  of  Fort  William. 

By  order  of  the  mod  noble  the 
Governor- general,  apartments  are 
preparing  at.  Calcutta,  for  the  tem¬ 
porary  accommodation  ©f  the  fupe- 
rior  officers  of  the  college  of  Fort 
William,  for  the  chambers  of  fuch 
of  the  dudents  as  cannot  be  lodged 
in  the  writers'  buildings,  for  the 
library,  and  for  the  public  halls. 
The  public  table  for  the  ufe  of 
dudents  will  be  opened  in  the  month 
of  November,  and  due  notice  will 
be  given  of  the  day  appointed  for 
that  purpofe. 

The  leftures  in  the  Arabic,  Hin- 
dudanee,  and  Perfian  languages,  will 
commence  in  the  month  of  Novem¬ 
ber  ;  due  notice  will  be  given  of  the 
refpeftive  days  fixed  for  the  ledures. 

The  firft  regular  term  of  the  col¬ 
lege  of  Fort  William  will  open  on 
the  dth  day  of  February  I  SO  l . 


SEPTEMBER . 


Prom  the  Calcutta  Morning  Pofh 

Sept.  12.  1800. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year 


1798,  when  the  gallant,  humane, 
and  ever  to  be  lamented  Captain 
Edward  Cooke  was  cruizing  with 
his  Majefty’s  fiiip  La  Sybille  to 
the  eaftward  of  the  Streights  of  Ma¬ 
lacca,  he  fent  on  fhore  a  party  for 
wood  and  water  at  Pollock  Har¬ 
bour,  which  place,  we  are  given  to 
underhand,  is  fituated  within  feven 
or  eight  miles  of  the  port  of  Magin- 
danao  (or  Mindanao),  the  fouthern- 
mofl  of  the  Phillipine  Idands.  The 
whole  of  this  party  were  unfortu¬ 
nately  cut  off ;  a  eircumftance  which 
was  attributed  by  the  officers  of  the 
Sy bilie  to  the  orders  or  contrivance 
of  the  Sultan  of  Magindanao.  For 
the  perpetration  of  this  aft  of  atro¬ 
city,  no  adequate  motive  could  in¬ 
deed  be  affigned.  Captain  Cooke 
had  at  different  times  received  over¬ 
tures  from  this  Sultan  to  wood  and 
water  at  his  port  ;  but  either  from 
adventitious  circumdances,  or  from 
prudential  motives,  had  as  often 
declined  them.  This  alone,  it  was 
imagined,  had  excited  the  jealoufy, 
and  provoked  the  refentment  of  the 
Sultan.  We  have  not  been  able  to 
afeertain  what  endeavours  were 
ufed  for  the  refloration  of  thefe 
people,-  previous  to  the  departure 
of  the  Sybille  ;  but  if  we  may  found 
a  reafonable  belief  upon  the  well 
known  charafter  of  her  late  excel¬ 
lent  commander,  no  expedient  wai 
left  untried,  that  prudence  could 
diftate,  that  humanity  could  fug*- 
ged,  or  that  valour  could  accom- 
plifh.  It  would  appear,  however, 
that  the  Sybille  had  left  her  Ration 
on  thofe  feas,  before  any  fatisfaftory 
intelligence  could  be  obtained  of 
her  unfortunate  boat's  crew :  but 
their  fuppofed  fate  and  fufferings, 
whatever  the  imaginations  of  the 
red  of  their  friends  on  board  might 
have  painted  them,  left  a  painful 
impredion  on  the  bread  of  their  ge¬ 
nerous  commander. 

In  Augud  1793,  when  Captain 

Lynch, 
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Lynch,  nt  that  time  in  command 
of  the  Brtjk ,  was  bound  on  a  trad¬ 
ing  voyage  to  the  eaftward,  Cap¬ 
tain  Cooke  earneftly  entreated  that 
he  would  ufe  every  poffible  endea¬ 
vour  to  afcertain  the  fate  of  his  loft 
and  regretted  feamen,  fuggefting  to 
him,  at  the  fame  time,  the  means 
that  appeared  beft  calculated  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  fuccefs  and  fulfil  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  his  inquiry. 

In  purfuance  of  this  humane  in¬ 
tention,  Captain  Lynch  ufed  re¬ 
peated  efforts,  in  the  month  of 
November  following,  to  make  the 
port  of  Magindanao  ;  but  owing  to 
a  fevere  ftrefs  of  weather,  found  it 
impoffible,  at  that  period,  to  effedl 
his  purpofe. 

In  November  laft,  however, 
Captain  Lynch,  in  command  of  the 
Bangalore ,  bound  to  Amboy na, 
touched  at  Sooloo,  a  fmall  ifland 
S.  W.  of  Magindanao,  and  nearly 
midway  between  it  and  the  Ifland 
of  Borneo.  Here  Captain  Lynch 
had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  with 
a  prince,  or  chief,  belonging  to 
Magindanao,  from  whom  he  learnt 
that  nine  Europeans  were  at  that 
time  in  captivity,  under  the  fultan 
of  that  ifland,  who  ufed  them  as 
flaves,  but  was  willing  to  ranfom 
them  to  any  Englifti  veffel  that 
might  eventually  touch  there. 

On  receiving  this  information, 
Captain  Lynch  immediately  failed 
for  Magindanao,  where  he  arrived 
on  the  10th  of  that  month.  The 
above  intelligence  was  now  con¬ 
firmed,  with  the  additional  inti¬ 
mation,  that  three  of  the  boat’s 
crew,  which  had  originally  con¬ 
fided  of  twelve,  were  flain  in  the 
encounter  ;  and  that  of  the  remain¬ 
ing  nine,  one  had  expired  the  day 
preceding  that  of  his  arrival. 

Captain  Lynch  having  obtained 
an  audience  of  the  fultan,  and  fued 
for  the  liberation  of  the  eight  fur- 

vol.  3. 


viving  captives,  his  native  Majefty, 
after  fome  deliberation,  demanded 
1200  dollars,  as  the  price  of  their 
ranfom  :  and  in  a  few  hours  (fo 
rapid  is  the  growth  of  extortion  [J 
increafed  his  demand  to  1500  ; 
which  fum,  to  elude  the  infatiability 
of  reflecting  avarice.  Captain  Lynch 
immediately  paid. 

He  then  ventured  to  land  five  or 
fix  thoufand  dollars  worth  of  piece 
goods,  on  the  faith  of  an  agreement 
with  the  fultan,  that  he  fhould 
receive  a  ftipulated  quantity  of 
wax  in  barter.  After  the  landing 
of  thefe  goods,  the  day  being  too 
far  advanced  to  tranfaCl  any  further 
buftnefs,  Captain  Lynch  deft  red  that 
the  redeemed  captives  might  be 
permitted  to  accompany  him  on 
board  ;  but  to  his  great  concern  and 
aftoniftiment  at  fo  iniquitous  a  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  treaty,  only  four  of  the 
men  were  fet  at  liberty  for  that  pur¬ 
pofe. 

With  thofe  four,  however,  he 
proceeded  on  board,  and  early  the 
next  morning  fent  on  fhore  two  offi¬ 
cers  to  bring  off  the  remaining  four 
men,  or  inveftigate  thecaufe  of  their 
detention.  The  goods  alfo  they 
were  defired  to  bring  back  to  the 
fnip,  unlefs  the  -  propofed  barter 
fhould  be  fulfilled  without  delay. 
After  much  fruitlefs  entreaty  thefe 
gentlemen  returned  on  board,  and 
reported  to  Captain  Lynch,  that 
they  had  finally  been  difmiffed,  un¬ 
der  a  pretence  that  it  was  cuftomary 
to  treat  with  none  but  the  comman¬ 
der  of  a  veffel.  This  difplay  of  ar¬ 
tifice  naturally  created  in  the  mind 
of  Captain  Lynch  much  ferious  ap- 
prehenfion.  Being  well  acquainted 
with  the  fanguinary  difpafition  of 
the  people  he  had  to  deal  with,  it 
was  not  without  fome  hefitation  that 
he  again  ventured  to  put  himfelf  in 
their  power.  His  apprehenfions 
were  alfo  grounded  on  an  intimation 
+  C  that 
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that  he  had  received,  of  the  natives 
having'  learnt  that  the  veffel  had 
ftill  300  bales  on  board,  on  hearing 
which  they  had  exhibited  forne 
alarming  fymptoms  of  a  treacherous 
defign  to  cut  her  off.  , 

The  united  irnpulfe  of  humanity 
and  refblution  at  length,  however, 
overcame  all  fcruples.  Un  reach¬ 
ing  the  fhore,  he  was  met  by 
feveral  of  the  chiefs,  whofe  manner 
of  receiving  him,  and  behaviour 
throughout,  were  calculated  to  ex¬ 
cite  the  mod  unwelcome  fufpiciohs. 
Affuming  a  haughty  tone  of  com¬ 
plaint,  they  infilled  that  the  fum 
which  had  been  paid  to  the  fultan 
Was  inconfid’erable,  and  by  no  means 
equivalent  to  the  expence  they  had 
been  at,  in  maintaining  the  Euro¬ 
peans  fo  many  months.  With  a 
degree  of  abruptness  bordering  on 
menace,  they  demanded  a  loan  of 
2000  dollars!  promising  to  repay 
it  when  Captain  Lynch  fhould  next 
touch  at  their  port.  Upon  thefe 
conditions  alone  were  the  four  re¬ 
maining  captives  to  be  liberated, 
and  the  goods  reftored.  The  cir- 
cumftances  attending  this  modefl 
propofal  were  fuch,  however,  as 
convinced  Captain  Lynch  that  no¬ 
thing  but  an  immediate  compliance 
with  it  could  either  refeue  his  un¬ 
happy  countrymen  from  bondage, 
or  extricate  himfelf  from  the  moil 
imminent  danger  of  his  life.  When 
there  is  no  alternative,  a  decifion 
is  quickly  made.  Captain  Lynch, 
therefore,  inftanfly  compromifed 
with  the  neceffity  of  leaving  in 
their  poffeflion  piece  goods  to  the 
amount  of  2000  dollars  ;  and  with 
the  utmoft  difficulty,  fkifl,  and  ma¬ 
nagement,  fucceeded  in  getting  the 
other  four  Europeans  and  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  goods  on  board  ;  the 
native  chiefs  having  firff  obtained 
from  him  a  very  ferious  promife, 
that  he  vvould  come  on  fnore  the 


enfujng  day,  and  bring  a  fretli 
quantity  of  goods  to  barter. 
Thanks  to  heaven  that  treachery 
and  credulity  are  not  always  in¬ 
compatible  !  Captain  Lynch  quietly 
weighed  and  flood  off  in  the  night, 
having  previoufly  learnt  that  the 
fultan  had  refolved  on  attempting 
the  next  day  to  get  poffeffion  of  the 
fhip. 

On  his  way  to  Amboyna,  Capt, 
Lynch  fell  in  with  his  M  a  jelly’s 
fhip  Orpheus ,  and  had  the  generous 
fatisfadlion  ©f  delivering  over  the 
eight  feamen  whom  he  had  thus 

O 

nobly  redeemed  from  the  moil  diL 
trefsful  captivity. 

This  narrative  requires  no  com¬ 
ment.  But  we  cannot  refrain  from 
the  pleafure  of  obferving,  that 
which  every  reader  will  doubtlefs 
Anticipate.  He,  who  has  thus 
bravely  riiked  his  life  and  fortune 
in  the  fervice  of  his  country,  and 
for  the  honour  of  humanity,  has  a 
juft  claim  to  the  gratitude,  the  ap- 
p’aufe,  and  the  admiration  of  man¬ 
kind. 


Head  Quarters,  Choultry  Plain , 
24th  Sept.  1800. 

G.  O.  By  Major  Gen.  Braith waite, 
The  operations  of  the  force  em¬ 
ployed  under  the  hon.  Colonel  Wel- 
lefley  on  the  frontier  of  Myfore 
have  been  frequently  marked  by 
circumftances  which  demanded  and 
obtained  the  applaufe  of  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  army  in  chief j  but 
in  no  inftance  has  judgment  in  the 
plan,  and  gallantry  in  the  execution 
of  a  military  movement,  been  fo 
eminently  conspicuous  as  in  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  campaign  on  the 
lOthinflant,  when  the  rebel  chief, 
Dhoondia  Waug,  baffled  by  the 
judicious  difpofition  of  Colonel  Ste- 
venfon’s  detachment,  in  his  attempt 
to  efcape  in  a  northern  direction, 
was  irucrcepte4  in  his  retreat  at 

Coonagal 
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Coonagalby  Colonel  Wellefley, with 
the  cavalry  of  his  divifion  only, 
and  forced  ro  a  decifive  a£lion, 
which  terminat'  d  in  his  total  de¬ 
feat  and  death ;  Colonel  Steven- 
fonk  detachment  on  the  fame  day 
difperfing  the  remnant  of  his  force, 
then  em,  loved  in  eroding  the  Kith n a 
near  Deodrooy,  and  feizins;  the  re- 
maining  cannon  and  baggage  of  the 
rebel  army. 

Major  General  Braithwaite  re. 
quells  that  Colonel  Wellefley  will 
accept  his  public  thanks  for  the 
judgment  with  which  his  meafures 
have  been  planned,  and  the  vigour 
which  has  marked  every  movement 
of  his  force.  He  has  particular  fa- 
tisfadlion  in  publifhing  to  the  army 
at  large  the  very  honourable  report 
Colonel  Wellefley  has  made  of  Co¬ 
lonel  Stevenfon’s  conduct,  and  the 
activity  of  the  detachment  under  his 
command,  to  which  that  officer  at¬ 
tributes  the  occurrence  of  the  op¬ 
portunity  he  feized  of  forcing 
Dhoondia  to  a  decilive  adlion  :  And 
the  commander  of  the  army  in  chief 
is  happy  to  record,  in  honour  of  his 
Majefiy’s  l§th  and  25th  regiments 
of  light  dragoons,  and  the  lft  and 
2d  regiments  of  native  cavalry, 
that  thofe  corps,  under  Colonel  Pa¬ 
ter,  Majors  Patterfon  and  Blac- 
quicre,  and  Captains  Doveton  and 
Price,  compofed  the  line,  whofe 
rapid  charge  upoa  a  body  of  5  000 
horfe,  formed  to  receive  them,  at- 
chieved  this  glorious  conclufion  to 
a  campaign,  diftinguifhed  through¬ 
out  every  ftage  of  its  operations 
by  peculiar  and  progreffive  energy. 

The  honourable  Colonel  Wel- 
lelley  has  expreffied  his  obligation 
to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bowfer,  for 
his  fervices  with  his  detachment 
from  the  fubfldiary  force  ;  and  re¬ 
ported  in  the  warmeft  terms  of 
praife  the  uniform  good  condufl  of 
the  troops  in  general,  under  cii- 


eumftances  of  uncommon  fatigue  and 
difficulty,  incident  to  the  nature  of 
the  recent  fervice.  The  advantages 
derived  from  the  able  arrangements 
of  the  gentlemen  charged  with  the 
department  of  fupply  have  been 
pointed  out  to  the  particular  notice 
of  the  commander  of  the  army  in 
chief ;  and  he  is  happy  in  adding 
this  record  of  their  merits  to  the 
general  expreffion  of  his  thanks  to 
the  honourable  Colonel  WelleHey, 
and  the  army  employed  under  his 
orders  on  the  recent  fervice  on  the 
frontiers  of  My  fore. 

Capture  of  the  French  Fn-vateer 

La  Clariffe,  Capt.  Le  Meme ,  by 

his  Majejiy’ $  Jhip  Leopard,  Ad¬ 
miral  Blankett. 

On  the  8)11  ultimo,  arrived  at 
Bombay  his  Majefty’s  fhip  Leopard^ 
bearing  the  flag  of  Admiral  Blan¬ 
kett,  accompanied  by  her  prize 
La  Clar'tJJ'cy  Captain  Le  Meme, 
which  they  captured  on  their  paf- 
fage  ;  the  Clarijfe  gave  chafe  to 
the  Leopard ,  fuppofing  her  to  have 
been  an  Indiatnan  from  Mocha ; 
the  admiral  did  not  try  to  deceive 
them,  but  permitted  her  to  come 
Efficiently  near  to  make  fare  of  his 
prize.  When  the  privateer  found 
Gut  her  miftake,  (he  crouded  all  fail 
to  effedA  her  efcape  ;  but  feveral  of 
the  Leopard’s  fhot  having  gone 
through  her,  (he  llruck  her  flag  : 
during  the  chafe,  fhe  had  thrown 
all  her  guns  overboard,  and  fawed 
her  gunwales  in  two  in  feveral 
places,  to  increafe  her  rate  of  fail¬ 
ing  ;  Ihe  mounted  twelve  guns,  fix 
and  eight-pounders,  and  two  thirty- 
fix  pound  carronades,  with  a  crew 
of  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fe- 
venty*  men,  of  different  deferip- 
tions. 

The  Clarijfe  has  been  near  four 
months  from  the  Ifle  of  France  ; 
her  firfl:  cruize  was  to  the  Streights 
+  C  2  of 
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of  Sunda,  where  falling  in  twice 
with  an  American  frigate  that 
gave  them  chafe,  they  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  quit  their  ftation,  and 
direded  their  courfe  towards  Ben- 
coolen. 

During  the  time  Admiral  Blan- 
kett  was  chafing  the  Clarifj'e ,  (he 
not  only  threw  her  guns  overboard, 
but  cut  her  anchors  from  the  bows ; 
all  her  frnall  arms  were  thrown  over, 
an  azimuth  compafs,  and,  in  fhort, 
every  thing  that  could  in  the  fmalleft 
degree  be  of  fervice  to  the  captors. 

Particulars  of  the  Capture  of  the 

Jhip  Helen,  commanded  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Stew  arty  belonging  to 

Mejprs «  Bruce ,  Fawcett  and 

Co .  of  Bombay . 

On  the  Qth  of  July  the  Helen 
failed  from  Madras,  at  half  paft 
ten  a,  m. ;  the  wind  being  foutherly, 
fhe  purfued  her  courfe  clofe  hauled 
to  the  eaftward  ;  at  ten  p .  m.  fhe 
palled  a  (hip  to  leeward,  handing 
to  the  eaftward ;  the  ftranger 
ta.cked  between  twelve  and  one,  and 
was  coming  up  very  fall  with  the 
Helen ;  at  half  paft  one  (lie  hailed 
her,  and  afked  the  fhip’s  name,  and 
from  whence  fhe  came  f  being  fa- 
tished  with  their  anfwers  to  thefe 
queftions,  the  commander  of  the 
Helen  afked  the  ftranger's  name  ? 
upon  which  they  anfwered,  a  French 
privateer,  anddefired  him  to  ftrike 
his  colours,  or  they  would  fink 
him.  Captain  Stewart,  feeing  no 
probability  of  effecting  his  efcape, 
or  of  hazarding  a  conteft  with  any 
hopes  of  fuccefs,  ordered  his  colours 
to  be  hauled  down,  and  the  Chip 
was  taken  pofleffion  of  by  a  party 
from  L’  Uni  French  privateer, 
mounting  four  eighteen-pounders, 
and  twenty-four  twelve-pounders, 
manned  with  280  men.  She  failed 
from  the  Ifle  of  France  on  the  3d 
May,  and  had  taken  at  the 


Sychelles  the  Henrietta  Englifh  pri¬ 
vateer,  belonging  to  Mr.  Hogan  at 
the  Cape,  and  her  prize,  a  Have 
fhip  from  Mozambique. 

Bombay,  Sept .  4,  1800. 

Information  having  this  day 
reached  the  prefidency,  of  the  in¬ 
tention  formed  by  our  fellow-fub- 
je&s  at  home,  to  perpetuate,  by  a 
naval  monument,  the  glorious  vic¬ 
tories  of  the  Britifh  navy,  to  be 
eredted  as  the  foie  effufion  of  Britifh 
gratitude  by  general  and  voluntary 
fubfcription  ;  it  is  propofed  to  give, 
by  public  contributions,  a  proof  of 
our  immediate  participation  in  thefe 
honourable  fentiments ;  and  it  is 
not  doubted  that  they  will  continue 
to  manifeft  the  loyalty,  liberality, 
and  affection  that  has  ever  diftin- 
guifhed  the  fettlement  of  Bombay  ; 
their  regard  for  the  mother  coun¬ 
try,  which,  as  the  minifter  on  a 
fimilar  occafion  of  Indian  patriotifm 
obferved,  neither  time  nor  abfence 
can  diminifh  ;  their  attachment  to 
the  Britifh  crown  ;  their  veneration 
for  its  grand  fupporter,  the  navy 
of  England,  and  their  regret  for 
their  brave,  but  not  unfortunate 
countrymen,  v/ho  have  perifhed  in 
its  defence. 

Subfcriptions  for  this  purpofe  will 
be  received  by  James  Smith,  efq. 
to  be  remitted  to  the  treafurer  in 
England. 


Jonathan  Duncan, 

Rupees ,  500 

W.  Syer,  - 

- 

200 

James  Rivett, 

William  Page, 

- 

200 

- 

200 

R.  Ricards,  - 

• 

IOO 

R.  Bowles,  - 

- 

10  0 

R.  Nicholfon, 

- 

200 

P.  S.  Maifter, 

IOO 

Robert  Gordon, 

• 

5° 

James  Fifher, 

5° 

Alexander  Adamfon, 

- 

loo 

Charles  Forbes, 

- 

loo 

James  Kerr,  - 

- 

5° 

Henry  Woodington, 

H.  Fawcett,  ten  guineas. 

- 

50 

Robert  Henfhaw,  - 

126 

Robert 
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Robert  Kitfon, 

Rupees , 

too 

S.  Halliday, 

m 

IOO 

James  Smith, 

- 

100 

Alexander  Gray, 

*»  » 

5° 

J.  Elphinflon, 

- 

5° 

H.  S.  Pearlon , 

- 

5° 

H.  Forrefter  Conflable, 

- 

5° 

James  Law, 

- 

5° 

S.  Wilfon,  - 

•>  a 

5° 

W.  Moir,  - 

m 

5° 
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Extra  Ft  of  a  letter ,  giving  the  Par¬ 
ticulars  of  the  Lofs  of  the  Ship 
Bhavani,  Capt.  Carfe ,  late  of 
Calcutta . 

Our  voyage  was  uncommonly  te¬ 
dious  from  St.  Helena  ;  and  owing 
to  Sir  Thomas  Williams  having 
carried  us  too  far  to  the  eaftward, 
in  eroding  the  line,  we  were  a  long 
time  becalmed  upon  the  coafl  of 
Africa.— The  palfage,  had  we  flill 
perfevered  in  endeavouring  to  get 
within  the  Cape  de  Verd  iflands, 
would  have  been  next  to  miraculous. 
This  deviation  from  the  common 
track  not  only  led  us  aflray  in  one 
inflance,  but  when  wre  came  to  the 
northern  limit  of  the  trade  wind, 
we  had  unavoidably  fallen  out  of 
our  track,  and  were  a  fecond  time 
totally  becalmed  for  a  long  time. 

This  latter  calm  was  fucceeded 
by  a  gale  of  wind,  which  ceafed 
only  at  the  diffolution  of  the  Bha¬ 
vani  ;  it  began  to  blow  in  the  lati¬ 
tude  of  38°  N.  and  continued  with 
fuch  violence  from  the  W.  N.  W. 
and  N.  W.  that  we  were  obliged  to 
feud  before  it,  and  were  unavoid¬ 
ably  feparated  from  the  commodore, 
with  whom  we  however  fell  in  again 
a  few  days  after,  and  fleered  for  the 
Channel. 

In  the  lat.  of  48°  50'  or  490,  in 
the  afternoon,  the  commodore  made 
our  fignal  for;  the  lat.  and  Ion.  which 
was  anfwered ;  thefe  agreed  with 
his  obfervations.  We  had  founded 
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in  the  forenoon  of  the  fame  day  in 
88  fathoms :  we  now  bore  away  for 
the  Channel,  in  company  with  the 
Endymion ,  Lon  don ,  and  Kingjlon  ; 
owing  to  the  very  bad  weather,  and 
the  commodore  at  about  eight  p • 
m .  altering  his  courfe,  the  haze 
then  fo  thick  that  we  could  not  fee 
a  mile  in  any  diredlion,  we  loft  fight 
of  him. 

We  hauled  up  to  the  Southward 
immediately, and  burned  blue  lights, 
one  of  which  was  anfwered,  and  we 
fleered  for  it.  At  four  a .  m.  we 
fired  a  gun,  which  was  alfo  return* 
ed  ahead  (E.  S.  E.);  at  daylight  we 
faw  the  London ,  Kingjlon ,  Endj- 
mion ,  and  another  fhip  of  war,  in 
company  with  them,  under  eafy  fail 
Handing  for  Plymouth;  we  made  all 
fail  pofilble  to  join  them,  by  letting 
out  the  reefs  and  fetting  all  the  fmall 
fails. 

In  the  afternoon  it  blew  frefh.in 
fqualls,  and  we  fplit  our  jib  ;  a 
lugger  from  the  French  coafl  at 
this  time  fleering  for  our  wrake» 
Having  fhifted  our  torn  fail,  we 
again  made  fail  upon  the  fhip,  and 
continued  under  a  very  heavy  prefs 
in  the  intervals  between  the  fqualls, 
failing  nine  knots,  one  port  free. 

Towards  the  dufk  we  obferved 
th zEndymion  made  fail,  and,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  another  fhip  of  war, 
went  into  Plymouth  ;  we,  with  the 
other  fhips,  flood  after  him,  and  at 
8  p.  m .  faw  the  Eddyflone  at  about 
one  mile’s  diflance ;  the  night  being 
hazy  and  tempefluous,  we  conti¬ 
nued  our  courfe  up  the  Channel.  At 
two  in  the  morning  it  blew  vio¬ 
lently  in  fqualls,  with  hail,  and  we 
were  obliged  to  furl  all  our  fails ; 
at  three  we  hove  too  ;  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  at  dawn  we  veered  and  fet  our 
forefail,  and  clofe  reefed  mizen  top- 
fail  ;  puffed  feveral  luggers. 

We  obferved  that,  although  the 
fhip  was  going  very  fail  through 

+  C  3  the 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1801. 


31 


the  water,  ihe  did  not  pafs  the  land 
j*Hth  equal  velocity  ;  at  fun-fet  on 
the  7th  November,  we  fet  Dafl- 
ftone-Head,  bearing  N.  N  W.  and 
were  fleering  E.S.E.  at  eleven  in  the 
fame  evening  we  founded,  and  con¬ 
tinued  founding  every  hour. — At 
two  in  the  morning  I  was  called 
upon  deck,  it  then  blowing  with 
the  moil  exceffive  violence,  and 
learned  that  the  (hip  was  in  14  fa¬ 
thoms  water,  and  was  then  (healing, 
fuppofed  to  be  upon  the  Englifh 
coaft,  fet  there  by  the  flood.  We 
veered  feveral  times,  but,  as  my 
duty  was  forward,  I  cannot  fay 
how  we  flood  upon  each  tack,  ex¬ 
cept  that  it  wasclofe  upon  a  wind'; 
the  wind  about  N.  W.  ;  by  W.  we 
continued  to  fhoal  out  water  until 
day-light, when  we  had  nine  fathoms, 
and  fa  w  the  land  bearing  from  N.  N. 
E.  to  S.  S.  W.  the  neareft  part  of 
it  about  3  or  4  miles ;  foon  after  we 
law  the  French  colours  hoifted,  and 
the  batteries  upon  the  fhore  opened 
their  fire  upon  us  ;  we  veered  once 
more,  and  in  veering  we  confider- 
ably  leffened  our  diftance  from  the 
furf,  which  was  breaking  upon  the 
beach  at  a  mile’s  diftance.  All  fail 
poffible  was  made  upon  the  ftiip,  and 
every  attempt  that  prudence  and  ex¬ 
perience  could  ditlate,  was  ufed  for 
her  prefervation  ;  but  the  wind  hav¬ 
ing  moderated,  and  the  very  heavy 
ground-fwell  breaking  frequently 
over  the  fhip  in  large  feas,  together 
with  the  tide  then  fetting  upon  the 
fhore, rendered  every  attempt  ufelefs. 

No  hope  now  remained  of  pre- 
fervingthe  fhip  but  fuch  as  we  could 
expert  from  the  anchors  :  and  this 
laft  effort  (after  endeavouring  to 
get  fhip  upon  the  other  tack,  fhe 
having  fallen  off  point  by  point  on 
this)  was  thought  by  us  all  the  only 
one  that  now  remained ;  the  fails 
were  clued  up,  and  the  beft  bower 
Jfnchor  dropped  in  five  fathoms, 


upon  a  bottom  of  gravel  and  fand  " 
we  veered  to  two- thirds  of  a  cable, 
and  immediately  parted.  The  other 
bower  was  now  cut  from  the  bows, 
and  before  fhe  felt  its  effeft,  fhe 
ft  ruck  the  ground,  (the  batteries 
flill  continuing  to  fire);  the  fecond 
fhock  was  dreadful,  and  feemed  to 
forbode  the  fpeedy  diffiolution  of 
the  fhip. 

Our  endeavours  were  now’-  called 
for  the  prefervation  of  the  lives  of 
the  crew’,  and  we  thought  proper  to 
cut  the  cable,  to  let  the  fhip  drive  as 
far  upon  the  beach  as  poffible,  as  no 
hope  feemed,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things, to  prefent  itfelf.  We  then 
hoifted  our  pinnace,  and,  as  no  at¬ 
tempt  wras  ufed  to  prevent  any  per- 
fons  laving  tfieir  lives,  eleven  men 
jumped  into  her,  and  left  the  ftiip  ; 
fhe,  the  boat,  almoft  immediately 
upfef,  and  wq  had  the  mortification 
to  fee  them  perifh,  without  being 
able  to  render  them  any  affiftance. 
The  ftiip  continued  to  beat  with 
violence  ;  the  forts  now  ceafed  fir¬ 
ing,  and  immenfe  crowds  of  pea- 
fants  flocked  to  the  beach  ; — all  at¬ 
tempts  to  get  the  long-boat  out 
would  have  been  ufelefs,  as  fhe 
could  not  have  gained  the  lnore 
through  the  furf  which  now  fur- 
rounded  us. — At  two  /.  m.  the 
furf  had  moderated,  and  the  tide  had 
fallen  confiderably . — 1  now  propofed 
to  carry  a  line  to  the  fhore,  and 
left  the  fhip  in  a  fmall  boat,  ac¬ 
companied  by  the  third  officer  and 
two  fea-cunnies  ;  fortunately  we 
all  reached  the  fhore  alive,  and  were 
weli  received  by  fome  French  offi¬ 
cers,  who  had  collected  themfelves 
upon  the  beach  to  pro*teft  our  land¬ 
ing.  Hitherto  the  people  on  board 
had  continued  pretty  fober,  and  ex¬ 
cepting  the  moft  abjedl  and  degrad¬ 
ing  fear,  we  had  no  caufe  to  complain 
of  their  conduft  ;  but  they  now 
endeavoured,  amidll  the  confufioa 
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attending  our  fituation,  to  drown 
their  fears  in  plunder  and  intoxi¬ 
cation.  Captain  Carfe  generoufly 
told  them,  that  he  had  no  defire  to 
fave  any  part  of  his  property  ;  that 
if  they  could  be  faved,  thofe  who 
could  get  them  to  the  fhore  were 
•welcome  to  them ;  but  he  little 
knew  that,  previous  to  this,  much 
had  been  conveyed,  as  well  as  his 
time-keeper,  into  the  pinnace  by  his 
own  fer  Pants,  who  had  perifhed. 

No  part  of  our  property  was  faved 
to  us.  At  five  p.  m.  the  paftengers, 
and  thofe  of  the  crew  who  were  not 
too  drunk,  got  to  the  fhore  ;  in  half 
an  hour  after  the  mainmaft  went* 
and  carried  the  mizenmaft  and  the 
whole  cf  the  poop  with  it.  During 
the  night  the  remaining  part  of  the 
(hip’s  company  were  faved,  by  the 
vigilance  and  exertion  of  the  French; 
and  they  indeed  deferved  the  preat- 
eft  credit,  for  they  found  many  on 
board  to  appearance  dead,  but  who 
were  only  in  the  laft  ftage  of  beftial 
intoxication. 

Of  the. w  hole  fhip’s  company*  24 
-men  perifhed,  and,  I  am  forry  to 
add,  that  the  greater  part  were  Eu¬ 
ropeans.  U pon  our  landing  we  were 
immediately  made  prifoners  of  war, 
and  were  conveyed  to  Valenciennes. 
W  e  were  allowed  to  leave  France  on 
the  10th  January*  and  arrived  in 
London  on  the  1  2th  at  night, 

Extract  of  Particulars  relative  to 

the  Capture  of  the  fhip  Prize,  of, 

Calcutta ,  hy  the  Confiance,  Cap- 

ta:n  Surcouf. 

We  le.it  the  pilot  on  the  l  lth  of 
September,  .  and  proceeded  to  the 
Southward,  working  againft  frefh 
foutherly  winds  and.fqually  weather 
with  little  fuccefs,  owlno-  to  a  heavy 
head  fea,  and  11  rang  eafterly  current. 
On  the  17th,  finding  the  fhip  too 
light  to  carry  fufficiency  of  fail  in 
kich  ftrong  breezes,  we  thought  it 


moft  prudent  to  ftrike  eight  of  our 
ten  guns  into  the  hold  ;  and  in  ccn- 
fequence  found  that  it  not  only  en¬ 
abled  us  to  carry  more  fail,  but 
greatly  improved  our  rate  of  failing* 
On  the  18  th  we  were  abreaft  of 
Ganjam  •  on  the  19th  at  day-light 
we  faw  a  vcfTel  in  the  fouthward 
Handing  to  the  northward  ;  at  that 
time  we  rook  no  further  notice-  of 
her,  fuppofing  her  to  be  a  fmall  vef* 
fel  fleering  towards  the  Sand-hegds  ; 
and  the  wind  coming  off  the  land, 
which  enabled  us  to  lay  our  courfe* 
we  began  to  make  fail  as  fall  as  pof- 
fible  ;  at  feven  the  ftranger,  which 
we  obfefved  to  be  a  remarkable  fall 
failer,  was  alffioft  abreaft  of  us ;  at 
half  paft  feven  fhe  tacked,  and  at 
eight  we  could  fee  her  hull  com¬ 
pletely  from  the  deck. 

We  now  began  to  form  fufpu 
cions  refpedling  her ;  (he  had  not  the 
appearance  of  a  merchantman,  and 
we  were  foon  convinced  was  not 
one,  not  only  by  her  fuddenly  put¬ 
ting  about,  but  from  her  very  faft 
rate  of  failing.  At  half  paft  eight 
fhe  hoifted  Engl  ilk  colours ;  at  nino 
we  could  diftinguifh  a  regular  tier 
of  guns,  and  that  fhe  was  crowded 
with  men.  We  were  then  convinced 
that  fhe  was  a  privateer,  and  being 
certain  that  there  was  neither  any 
chance  of  running  away  from  a  vef- 
fel  which  failed  fo  amazingly  faft, 
or  of  defending  ourfelves  (even  had 
our  guns  been  on  deck)  againft:  fo 
fuperior  a  force,  we,  after  a  fhort 
time,  reforted  to  the  only  expedi¬ 
ent  we  thought  gave  a  probability 
of  fuccefs,  which  was  to  wear  fhip, 
and  feemingly  prepare  for  aeftion, 
hoping  that  manoeuvre  might  inti¬ 
midate  the  enemy,  I  am  forry  to 
fay  they  were  too  confident  of  their 
own  ftrength  to  be  fo  eaftlv  frighten¬ 
ed  ;  for  they  immediately  hauled 
down  the  Englifh,  hoifted  French 
colours,  and  fired  a  gun  to  wind- 
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ward,  which  we  not  anfwering, 
they  came  alongfide,  and  hailing 
ns,  ordered  us  to  {trike  to  the  Con. 
fiance^  Captain  Surcouf.  We  were 
obliged,  of  courfe,  to  obey  the  fum- 
mons ;  they  then  boarded  us,  and 
took  poffeffion  of  the  (hip.  I  was 
immediately  turned  on  board  the 
privateer,  and  after  me  the  lit,  2d, 
and  4th  officers,  with  the  paffengers, 
fea-cnnnies,  and  every  perfon  of 
whom  it  was  poffible  they  could  en¬ 
tertain  the  leaft  dread.  They  af¬ 
terwards  took  every  neceflary  which 
they  hood  in  need  of,  and  difpatch- 
ed  the  Prize  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
20th  to  the  Ifle  of  France,  with  the 
3d  officer,  50  lafcars,  and  about  35 
Frenchmen  to  navigate  her. 

Captain  Surcouf  then  fleered  for 
Ganjam,  off  which  he  arrived  and 
anchored  on  the  2 2d  ;  finding  three 
fmall  veffels  in  the  roads,  he  hoiked 
out  his  boats  and  took  pofifeffion  of 
them.  After  writing  on  fhore  for 
boats  to  take  us  out,  which  could 
not  come  owing  to  a  heavy  furf, 
and  hoiking  a  cartel  flag,  he  fent  us 
on  board  two  of  them.  The  third 
he  burnt,  becaufe  (he  had  on  board 
Englifh  colours  and  was  coppered. 
Next  morning  boats  being  fent  off, 
we  landed,  to  the  number  of  fixty- 
nine,  with  all  the  baggage  that  we 
had  jfaved — I  fay  faved,  for  though 
Captain  Surcouf  treated  us  with 
great  politenefs,  and  gave  flrift  or¬ 
ders  againft  opening  our  trunks,  and 
pilfering,  the  Frenchmen  neverthe- 
lefs  privately  took  feveral  things 
from  us.  From  me  they  unluckily 
managed  to  get  my  efcruitorc,  con¬ 
taining  all  my  papers,/  and  what 
ready  caih  I  had,  which  might  have 
diftreffed  us  not  a  little,  had  we  not 
fallen  into  a  place  where  we  found 
gentlemen  who  treated  us  with  every 
attention  that  people  in  diftrefs  re¬ 
quire. 


ISLE  OF  FRANCE. 

Colonial  Affembly,  Sitting  of  the  lot 
Thermidor,  8th  Year. 

Addrefs  of  the  Colonial  Affembly  to 

the  Colony  of  the  Ifle  of  France . 

CITIZENS, 

The  Governor-general  Malarti^ 
is  no  more.  Our  vows  were 
breathed  forth  for  the  prefervation 
of  him  who  was  the  preferver  of 
thefe  colonies ;  who  maintained  them 
in  peace  and  union  ;  and  who,  dur¬ 
ing  the  courfe  of  a  long  government, 
made  his  authority  at  once  beloved 
and  refpesked.  Our  vows  have 
proved  unavailing,*  the  hand  of  death 
has  feized  him.  You  will  tranfmit 
his  memory  to  your  children,  and 
with  it  the  remembrance  of  that 
aufpicious  day  in  which  he  wras 
hailed  by  you  as  the  father  of  the 
colony.  May  his  name  be  perpe¬ 
tuated  amongk  us,  and  may  it  ferve 
as  a  fignal  to  which  we  may  all  rally 
for  the  common  defence,  and  for 
the  maintenance  of  internal  tran¬ 
quillity  !  May  that  univerfal  fen- 
timent  of  grief  now  felt  by  all,  be 
to  all  a  new  principle  of  unity  and 
concord !  The  general  intereft  and 
the  fafety  of  the  colony  unceafingly 
enforce  this  fentiment.  Citizens, 
General  Mengallon  is  called  by  the 
law  to  fucceed  General  Malartie. 
We  have  received,  in  your  name, 
his  folemn  promife  to  devote  him- 
felf  to  the  intereks  of  the  colony, 
and  to  regard  its  prefervation  as  his 
mok  inviolable  duty. 

The  colonial  affembly  refolves, 
that  the  prefent  addrefs  be  poked 
up  in  all  the  communes :  it  refolves 
alfo,  that  all  the  members  do  attend 
the  funeral  of  Gen.  Malartie.  A 
general  mourning  is  ordered  to  take 
place  throughout  the  colony  ;  and, 
conformably  thereto,  all  perfons 
holding  public  offices  are  to  wear  a 
crape  on  the  left  arm  till  the  30  th 
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of  the  prefen t  month.  The  theatre 
is  to  be  (hut  for  three  days.  A 
monument  (hall  be  erefted  in  honour 
of  General  Malartic  at  the  expence 
of  the  colony.  (Signed) 

C.  A.  Chauvet, 

P  reft dent  of  the  Colonial  Affembly . 

PROCLAMATION. 

LIBERTY,  EQUALITY. 

2  o  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Ife  of 
France. 

CITIZENS, 

The  colony  has  fuftained  a  great 
and  grievous  lofs.  The  virtuous 
General  Malartic  has  terminated  his 
career. 

Unfortunately  obliged  to  enter 
upon  my  adminiftration  alter  a  man 
whofe  virtues  have  fixed  the  public 
attachment,  gratitude,  and  venera¬ 
tion,  I  feel,  to  their  full  extent,  the 
importance  of  the  duties  I  have  to 
fulfil. 

If  the  defire  of  doing  well  be  one 
means  of  attaining  that  end,  I  have 
at  leaf!;  that  pretenfion  to  hope  I 
may  effect  it. 

The  general  intereft  I  fhall  ever 
make  my  law,  and  a  fpirit  of  order, 
conciliation,  and  juftice,  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  my  conduct. 

The  Ille  of  France  may  reckon 
confidently  upon  finding  in  me  a 
fincere  friend  and  zealous  defend¬ 
er.  (Signed) 

Menga  llon, 
General  of  Divljion. 
Port  North- Weft,  Ifle  of  France,  loth 

Thermidor,  8th  year  of  the  French 

Republic. 

PROCLAMATION. 

French  Eftabidhment  to  the  Eaftward  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

liberty.  equality. 

I o  the  National  Guards  of  the  Ijle 
of  trance. 

CITIZENS, 

General  Malartic  is  no  more. 
You  have  loft  your  guide  and  your 
friend.  Surrounded  by  enemies, 


the  defence  of  the  Ifle*  of  France  is 
committed  to  you. 

The  inhabitants,  their  property’, 
the  deareft  interefts,  and  the  honour 
of  the  colony,  are  confided  to  your 
courage,  which  will  never  flinch. 

Honoured  in  ferving  and  fight¬ 
ing  with  you,  I  fhall  endeavour  to 
deferve  your  confidence,  and  fhall 
be  ready  to  die  at  your  head  for  the 
defence  and  the  honour  of  the  colony. 

Wc  are  neither  deficient  in  num¬ 
bers  nor  in  courage ;  the  brave  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  Me  of  France  are 
well  known,  and  when  occafion 
fhall  ferve,  will  make  themfelves 
doubly  efteemed  by  their  enemies. 

My  plans  of  defence  are  readi1- ; 
what  remains  to  be  done  for  the 
completion  of  our  preparations  is  fo 
little,  that,  by  a  prudent  combina¬ 
tion  of  meafures,  we  can  have  no¬ 
thing  to  fear,  if  confidence,  valour 
and  good-will  are  our  guides-  it 
would  be  a  mutual  injuftice  to  fup- 
pofe  they  are  not. 

Live  the  republic. 

Live  the  brave  defenders  of  the 
Me  of  France.  (Signed) 

Mengallon, 
Phe  Governor -General 
Port  North-Weft,  13th  Thermidor,  8th 
year  of  the  French  Republic. 

The  latter  end  of  September  laft, 
a  moft  gallant  exploit  was  performed 
by  the  boats  of  the  fquadron  under 
Capt.  Hotham,  cruizing  off  the  Ifle 
of  France,  cutting  out  of  the  inner 
harbour, the  fhip  Sea  Nymph ,  un¬ 
der  Hamburgh  colours.  The  par¬ 
ticulars  are  as  follow  : 

<f  This  fhip  was  difeovered  by 
the  fquadron  early  in  the  morning, 
clofe  under  Cannoneer’s  Point,  with 
light  airs  of  wind  off  the  land ; 
and  notwithftanding  every  exer¬ 
tion  of  each  fhip,  they  could  not 
prevent  her  from  getting  clofe  un¬ 
der  the  batteries,  although  the 
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Lnncajler  fired  feveral  broadiides  at 
fcer :  She  was  fupported  by  a  num¬ 
ber  of  (hot  from  the  iliore  ;  and  the 
boats  from  the  privateers  in  the  har¬ 
bour  towed  her  into  fheiter  about 
Boon. 

“  Captain  Hotham  was  now  de¬ 
termined  not  to  part  with  her, 
notwithilanding  they  had  fucceed- 
ed  fo  far  as  to  get  her  into  the  in¬ 
ner-harbour,  protected  by  a  chain 
of  batteries,  and  three  privateers 
ready  for  fea.  At  fun-fet  the  boats 
of  the  fquadron  were  hoifted  out, 
well  manned  and  armed  with  vo¬ 
lunteers  ;  but  notwithilanding  every 
precaution  was  ufed  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  perceiving  our  inten¬ 
tions,  it  was  foon  made  known  to 
the  captain  of  the  port  that  the 
Englifh  had  their  boats  out,  and 
fuppofed  for  the  purpofe  of  cutting 
out  this  ill i p ;  in  confequence  of 
which  a  party  of  forty  foldiers 
was  fent  on  board  her  from  the 
iliore,  and  all  the  batteries  manned, 
ready  to  prevent  a  furprife  ;  at  the 
lame  time,  three  boats  were  order¬ 
ed  from  the  port  to  tow  her  ftill 
farther  up  the  harbour. 

((  It  appears  from  the  fupercar- 
go’s  account,  that  he  was  ordered 
to  go  on  board  his  (hip  by  the  mu¬ 
nicipality,  juft  as  it  was  dark,  when 
he  found  his  (hip  in  pofTeftion  of  the 
French  troops,  and  the  boats  in 
the  ait  of  towing  her  farther  up  ; 
that  he  had  not  been  on  board  more 
than  fix  minutes,  before  fix  Englifh 
boats  were  difcovered  clofe  along- 
lide,  and  a  dreadful  fire  commenced 
on  all  (ides  immediately;  but,  in  a 
few  minutes,  the  Britilh  tars  had 
poffelhon  of  her,  and  moil  of  the 
Frenchmen  killed  or  wounded. — ■ 
They  inftantly  cut  the  rope  by 
which  the  French  boats  were  tow¬ 
ing,  and  fent  their  own  boats  in 
their  dead.' 

“  They  towed  the  (hip's  head 


round,  and  made  fail  on  her,  the 
wind  being  diredt  out ;  upon  which 
a  molt  tremendous  fire  was  opened 
upon  them,  not  only  from  the  bat¬ 
teries,  with  fhot  and  (hells,  but 
from  the  privateers,  of  which  they 
had  to  pafs  within  plftol-ihot.  By 
the  bravery  and  good  management 
of  the  Britilh  feamen,  fhe  was  foon 
without  their  reach  ;  although  the 
(hip  was  much  difabled,  and  her 
mails  and  rigging  cut  to  pieces, 
with  the  lofs  of  eight  feamen  killed 
and  wounded.  The  ftrft  lieutenant 
of  the  Lancajier  loft  his  arm.  The 
daughter  among  the  French  was 
great,  even  from  their  own  guns. 
She  arrived  at  the  Cape  on  the  l  8th 
Odtober,  with  feveral  other  prizes 
of  fmall  value.5' 


Extra &  from  a  letter ,  dated  On » 
gohy  2Qth  O&ober  1  S00. 

We  have  experienced  fuch  ex¬ 
ceeding  heavy  rain  at  Ongole,  for 
the  laft  twenty-four  days,  that  the 
furface  of  the  country  exhibits  one 
entire  (beet  of  water. 

On  the  igth  inftant,  about  ten 
minutes  after  four  o’clock  a.  m.  the 
wind  blew  a  hurricane,  when  fud- 
denly  we  felt  a  fevers  fhock  of  an 
earthquake,  which  kept  the  earth  in 
continued  agitation  for  nearly  a 
minute.  It  (hook  down  many 
houfes,  but  I  believe  no  perfon  was 
killed  in  confequence. 

The  earthquake  was  introdudfory 
to  a  fcene  the  mod  painful  to  my 
feelings  to  deferibe  :  At  about  eight 
o’clock  laft  night  the  wind  began 
to  blow  ftrongly,  with  rain;  and  in 
about  two  hours  the  wind  and  rain 
increafed  fo  violently,  that  the  doors 
and  windows  were  blown  open,  and 
(hivered  to  atoms. 

In  this  dreadful  fttuation  it  would 
have  been  advifeable  to  have  quitted 
our  houfes  for  the  open  plain,  but 
that  was  impoftible,  as  no  one  could 

ft  and 
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Sand  for  a  moment  again#  the  im- 
petuofity  of  the  hurricane,  nor  could 
an  objeft  be  obferved  at  a  yard’s 
diftance.  We  trufted  in  this  di¬ 
lemma  to  Omnipotence  for  protec¬ 
tion,  and  placing  ourfelves  in  the 
ftrongeft  fituations  we  could  think 
of,  we  continually  heard  the  trees 
and  walls  falling;  around  us. 

The  inceffant  loud  claps  of  thun¬ 
der,  the  vivid  lightning,  theftrength 
of  the  wind,  and  uncommonly  heavy 
rain,  were  fuch  as  die  oldeft  inha¬ 
bitants  never  before  experienced. 
The  wind  blew  from  the  N.E.  and 
continued  till  two  o’clock  this 
morning,  when  we  had  an  inter val 
of  calm  till  three  o’clock,  during 
which  we  were  employed  in  endea¬ 
vouring  to  extricate  our  cattle  from 
the  ruins  of  the  fallen  buildings. 

At  three  o’clock  the  dorm  re¬ 
commenced  from  the  S.  E.  and  if 
pbffible  with  increafed  violence,  and 
the  houies  beinp-  at  this  time  all  un- 

<Z) 

roofed,  we  remained  till  day-break 
expofed  to  its  utmoft  fury. 

When  day-light  appeared,  no¬ 
thing  but  death  and  deftruftion 
caught  the  eye  in  every  direction. 
The  ground  was  covered  with  dead 
cattle,  birds,  and  fallen  houfes ;  and 
trees,  even  the  large#  bannian  trees, 
kave  not  efcapcd ;  indeed  there  is 
fcarcely  a  tree  left  in  the  diftricL 
It  is  melancholy  to  obferve  the  de- 
va#ation  in  the  villages,  and  the 
inhabitants  labouring  to  remove 
their  families  and  cattle  from  the 
ruins.  Three  officers-,  proceeding 
to  their  deftination,  have  been  de¬ 
tained  here  by  the  weather  for  fome 

days.  - 

ExtraZi  of  a  letter  from  Mafulipa - 
tarn ,  SO th  O Sober, 

On  the  2  8  th,  about  two  p.  m.  a 
violent  gale  of  wind,  with  rain,  fet 
in  from  the  N.W.  which  at  feven 
in  the  evening  came  round  to  N.  E. 
from  which  j.<eint  we  were  a  (failed 


£ 

by  a.  mo#  heavy  #orm  of  wind  and 
rain.  In  lefs  than  an  hour  the 
fouth  glacis  was  entirely  covered 
with  water,  and  the  greateft  part  of 
the  fort  completely  inundated.  - 

The  #orm  ceafed  about  five 
o’clock  the  next  morning,  to  the 
great  joy  of  the  fufrering  inhabi¬ 
tants,  whole  hard  flips  are  hardly 
to  be  defcribed. 

On  afcending  the  ramparts,  I  be¬ 
held  all  around  me  fallen  houfes, 
trees  torn  up  by  the  roots,  and  large 
veffels  on  dry  land  ;  the  fmaller  vef- 
fels  were  either  funk  or  ftove  to 
pieces  :  but  I  do  not  hear  of  more 
than  two  lives  lo#  ;  they  were  na¬ 
tives,  and  were  loft  with  a  paddy 
boat  near  the  Bar. 

All  the  bridges  are  carried  away, 
except  the  one  at  the  main  guard. 
The  hurricane  was  equally  fevere 
all  along  the  coaft,  and  v/e  much 
fear  that  Coringa,  from  its  fituation, 
is  totally  deftroyed.  Paddapatam, 
Golahpolam,  and  Samuldevt,  are 
nearly  deftroyed.  The  excellent 
houfe  at  the  latter  place,  which  Ge¬ 
neral  Brathwaite  had  generouily  de¬ 
dicated  to  the  ufe  of  travellers,  has 
faltered  confiderably  by  the  ftorm. 
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Fort  William,  AW.  n,  1800. 
ExtraS  of  a  letter  from  the  Hon . 
the  Court  of  Directors,  dated  the 
1  5th  of 'July  1800,  published  by 
Order  of  the  Governor-General 
in  Council . 

In  order  to  avert  the  confe- 
quences  to  be  apprehended  from  a 
feanty  crop  of  grain  this  feafon  in 
thefe  kingdoms,  we  naturally  look 
to  India  as  capable  of  adminiftering 
to  our  wants,  by  affording,  as  upon 
a  former  occafion,  fupplies  of  rice 
and  other  grain  •  with  that  view, 

we 
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we  are  defirous  that  every  encou¬ 
ragement  Ihould  be  given  to  indi¬ 
viduals  to  induce  them  to  fend 
grain  from  thence  to  this  country, 
and  which,  if  undertaken  immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  receipt  of  this  letter, 
their  importation  may  arrive  here 
within  twelve  months  from  this 
date,  which,  in  cafe  of  a  deficiency 
in  the  expected  crops,  would  come 
moll  opportunely  before  the  produce 
of  the  harveft  of  next  year  could  be 
brought  into  confumption.  Ships 
employed  on  this  fervice  will  be 
permitted  to  carry  out  return  car. 
goes  from  hence,  of  the  fame  de- 
fcription  as  ufually  allowed  to 
country-built  flips. 

By  command  of  the  mofl  noble 
the  Governor-general  in  council, 
G.  H.  Barlow,  Chief  Sec . 


COLLEGE  AT  FORT  WILLIAM. 

Ledtures  will  commence  from 
Monday  the  24th  of  November, 
and  will  be  continued  to  the  end  of 
the  year,  in  the  Arabic,  Perfian, 
and  Hinduftanee  languages,  viz. 

Arabic  • —  On  Mondays  and 
Thurfdays,  at  eleven  o'clock.  Firft 
Ledlure  on  Monday  the  24th. 

Perfian — On  Tuefdays  and  Sa¬ 
turdays,  at  ten  o’clock.  Firft  Lec¬ 
ture  on  Tuefday  the  25th. 

Hinduftanee  — ■  On  Wednefdays 
and  Fridays,  at  nine  o’clock.  Firft 
Ledture  on  Wednefday  the  26th. 

The  public  table  will  be  opened 
for  the  ufe  of  the  ftudents  on  Mon¬ 
day  the  24th. 

Students  who  have  fubfcribed 
their  names  in  the  ledlure-book, 
are  exempted,  by  order  of  themoft 
noble  the  Governor-general  in  coun¬ 
cil,  from  all  other  public  duties. 

The  public  library  being  now 
founded,  the  names  of  any  perfons 
who  may  think  fit  to  make  dona¬ 
tions  of  books  to  the  college,  will 
be  recorded  in  a  regifter  to  be  kept 
8 


of  the  names  of  the  benefactors  to 
the  inftitution. 

D  avid  Brown,  Pronccft. 

Provoft’s  Chambers, 

Council  Houfe  Street,  Nov.  15,  1800. 

The  following  melancholy  cir- 
cumftance  occurred  a  Ihort  time 
ftnce  on  the  coaft  A  native  fchool- 
mafter,  accompanied  by  twenty-one 
boys,  his  fcholars,  was  palling  a 
branch  of  the  Pallar  river,  not  far 
from  Wallajahbad:  at  the  time  of 
thefe  unfortunates  having  reached 
the  bank  of  the  river,  its  bed  was 
nearly  dry,  and  they  confequently 
expedited  to  pafs  it  without  the 
fmalleft  danger:  the  heavy  rains, 
however,  had  accumulated  into  a 
large  and  extenftve  body  of  water 
above  the  pafs,  which  fud  deify 
breaking  through  its  embankment, 
ruffled  impetuoully  down,  and  over¬ 
whelmed  the  unfufpedting  fchool- 
mafter,  and  his  innocent  pupils,  with 
immediate  deftruCtion  :  two  boys, 
with  their  mafter,  alone  reached  the 
oppofite  bank  of  the  river,  but  one 
of  them  was  fo  much  exhaufted, 
that  he  died  in  a  few  minutes  after 
he  had  reached  the  fhore.  The  poor 
fchoolmafter  ftood  upon  the  bank, 
and  gazed  upon  his  dying  pupils, 
in  all  the  agonies  of  defpair  ;  “  and 
who,”  faid  he,  u  {hall  tell  this 
dreadful  tale  to  the  fathers  and  to 
the  mothers  of  thefe  children?  I  ne¬ 
ver  can.”  After  this  pathetic  ex¬ 
clamation,  he  ftood  fome  few  mo¬ 
ments,  exhibiting  a  fpeechlefs 
figure  of  unutterable  grief,  then 
plunged  into  the  fiOod,  and  inftant- 
ly  perilhed. 

The  furviving  boy  foon  reco¬ 
vered,  and  carried  the  afflicting  tale 
to  the  houfe  of  the  fchoolmafter, 
when  his  wife,  with  that  defpera- 
tion  which  fometimes  marks  the 
otherwife  mild  character  of  the 
Alla  tie,  threw  herfelf  into  a  deep 

well. 
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well,  and  was  drowned  before  any 
afliftance  could  be  given. 

Di [patch from  Captain  Canning, 
Commander  of  the  Hon.  Compa¬ 
ny’ s  Frigate  the  Nonfuch,  re¬ 
ceived  on  the  1 7  th  infant . 

To  John  Shore,  Eff. 
Secretary  to  the  Marine  Board. 

SIR, 

In  obedience  to  the  Board’s  or¬ 
ders,  which  I  received  on  the  13th 
of  O&ober  at  Saugur  roads,  I  im¬ 
mediately  weighed,  and  purfued  a 
courfe  in  a  direftion  I  judged  it 
moft  probable  to  fall  in  with  the 
Hon.  Company’s  late  fhip  Kent , 
and  the  enemy’s  cruizer  La  Confi- 
ance  ;  I  have  the  fatisfamon  to  ac¬ 
quaint  you,  for  the  Board’s  infor¬ 
mation,  that  the  Nonfuch  fell  in 
with  La  Con  fiance,  Monf.  Sur- 
couf  commander,  on  the  22d  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  at  eight  a.  m.  in  latitude  1  6° 
46'  N.  and  longitude  85°  56'  E.  of 
Greenwich,  when  he  was  perceived 
Irom  the  main-top-gallant-yard. 
Handing  to  the  N.  E.  The  Non¬ 
fuch  immediately  gave  chafe,  and 
came  up  within  reach  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  Hern-chafers  at  half  paH  four 
p.  m.  at  which  period  he  commen¬ 
ced  a  teafing  fire  from  his  Hern- 
chafe  guns,  many  of  which  fhot 
palled  between  our  mafis,  and  fome 
through  our  fails  and  colours,  with¬ 
out  doing  the  fmaliefi  injury.  I 
.  defified  for  a  length  of  time  from 
firing  our  bow-chafers,  in  hopes  that 
I  fhould  have  been  able  to  clofe 
with  him  within  pifiol  fhot ;  but  my 
endeavours  were  not  crowned  with 
fuccefs,  for  the  enemy  perceiving 
my  intention,  and  the  wind  de- 
creafing  fuddenly,  immediately 
cut  awav  his  anchors  from  his 
bows,  and  hove  all  his  guns  over¬ 
board,  except  his  Hern -chafers, 
which  immediately  increafed  his 
rate  of  failing,  fo  much  fo,  that 


I  perceived  the  Nonfuch  was 
dropping  fafi  afiern.  1  then  di¬ 
rected  our  bow-chafe  guns  to  be 
fired,  but  had  not  the  good  fortune 
to  carry  away  any  of  his  mails  or 
yards ;  but  it  was  perceived  that  our 
fhot  went  through  his  hull,  and 
alfo,  fome  of  the  bulwark  and  tim¬ 
ber  of  his  quarter  floating  clofe 
pafl  us ;  both  fhips  were  under  a 
crowd  of  fleering-fails  and  royals, 
going  nearly  eight  knots.  The  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  evening,  with  very 
fqually  weather  during  the  night, 
increafed  his  diflance  a-head  of  us, 
in  the  morning,  at  day-light,  to  ten 
or  twelve  miles  ;  when  about  noon, 
the  Hon.  Company’s  Bombay  fri¬ 
gate  heaving  in  fight  to  the  fouth- 
ward  and  joining  in  the  chafe,  made 
the  enemy  alter  his  courfe,  fo  as  to 
enable  us  at  fun-fet  to  get  nearly 
within  gun-fhot.  The  night  prov¬ 
ing  very  dark  and  hazy  (and  which 
made  it  very  difficult  toobferve  the 
enemy’s  motions  with  our  night 
glafles),  with  frequent  fhifts  of  wind 
in  the  enemy’s  favour,  enabled  him 
to  alter  his  courfe  hourly,  and 
which  he  did  fixteen  points  from 
S.  S.  W.  to  N.  N.  E.  and  was  at 
day-light  on  the  morning  of  the 
24  th,  five  or  fix  leagues  in  the 
wind’s  eye  of  the  Nonfuch ,  and  at 
fun-fet  could  not  be  perceived  from 
any  of  our  maff-heads ;  I  therefore 
now  confidered  any  further  purfuit 
fruitlefs,  and  at  eight  p.  m.  bore  up 
and  lhaped  my  courfe  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  in  hopes  of  falling  in  with 
the  Kent . 

On  Tuefday  the  23  th  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  at  noon,  having  arrived  in  the 
latitude  preferibed  in  the  Board’s 
orders,  without  having  had  the 
good  fortune  to  fall  in  with  the 
Kent ,  bore  up  and  fleered  for  the 
Sand  Heads,  where  I  arrived  on  the 
14th  inffant,  and  proceeded  imme¬ 
diately  to  Saugur,  agreeable  to  the 

Board’s 
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Board’s  orders  of  the  Sid  ult.  and 
where  I  foall  await  their  farther 
pleaftire,  and  ufe  every  difpatch  in 
making  readinefs  for  fea. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  mod  obedient  fervant, 
Canning,  Commander. 
Hon.  Company’s  Frigate  Non- 
fuch,  oh  Saugur  Point,  16th 
Nov.  1800. 

N.  B.  La  Confiance  is  a  re¬ 
markable  beautiful  veffel,  Lets  very 
low  upon  the  water,  had  then  black 
fides  with  yellow  moulding  pods, 
were  concealed  with  a  French  Bern 
all  black,  and  a  new  red  vane  at  her 
main-top-gaiiant-mafc-head,  very 
fquare  yards,  and  taunt  mails,  very 
upright:,  without  the  {mailed  rake 
forward  or  aft ;  her  fails  were  all 
quite  new,  and  cut  French  faihion; 
her  royals  very  fmall  and  remark¬ 
able,  having  a  great  roach  and  deer- 
fog-fails  very  fquare  :  the  many  and 
various  manoeuvres  the  enemy  made 
during  the  chafe  were  performed 
with  great  expedition  and  correct- 
uefs. 

By  command  of  the  mod  noble  the 
Governor-general  in  council, 

G.  H.  Barlow. 

Chief  Sec. 


Fort  W  ILLIAM,  No'V.Sby  7  800. 

Advices  were  yefteiYay  received 
of  the  arrival  of  the  hon.  Compa¬ 
ny’s  drip  Phoenix ,  commanded  by 
Capt.  William  Moffat,  at  the  Sand 
Heads,  on  the  2  id  indant. 

The  following:  extracts  from  a 

o 

difpatch  from  Captain  Moffat,  to 
the  mod  noble  the  Governor-gene¬ 
ral  in  council,  are  publiihed  by  his 
lordfoip’s  command : 

t(  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you, 
that  the  hon.  Company ’s  drip  Phoe¬ 
nix,  under  my  command,  in  lat. 


Malartic ,  of  14  guns,  two  of  them 
42  pound carronadcs,  and  l20men, 
commanded  by  citizen  Jean  D li¬ 
ter  te,  out  five  months  from  the 
Mauritius. 

u  I  am  much  obliged  to  my  of¬ 
ficers  and  (hip’s  company  for  their 
activity  in  drifting  the  prifoners,  and 
to  the  officers  of  his  Majedy’s  88th 
regiment,  and  the  other  gentlemen 
on  board,  for  their  affidance  in  fe- 
curing  and  keeping  watch  over 
them. 

“  The  privateer  came  up  under 
Englifh  colours,  with  intention  to 
board  us  ;  foe  is  a  fine  new  cop¬ 
pered  drip,  of  J  50  tons  burthen, 
pierced  jpr  18  guns,  and  fails  re¬ 
markably  fad  :  but  her  mads  and 
✓  ^ 

rigging  being  in  a  very  bad  condi¬ 
tion,  the  former  foil  of  foot  holes, 
they  were  carried  away  in  a  dorm 
at  N.  N.  W.  in  the  night  of  the 
1 3-th,  in  which  we  fplit  mod  of  our 
fails,  and  drove  from  the  Sand 
Heads  to  leeward  of  Point  Palmy¬ 
ras.  We  have  been  obliged  to  tow 
her  ever  fince. 

u  One  man  only  was  hurt  on 
board  the  lJhcsnix ,  by  the  recoil  of 
ti  carronade,  by  which  his  leg  was 
broken.  Citizen Duterte,  with  1 1 1 
of  his  crew,  arc  on. board  the  Phoe¬ 
nix.” 

On  the  preceding  evening,  afuf- 
picious  veffel  having  been  difeover- 
ed  from  the  Phoenix,  foe  was  in 
confequence  duly  prepared  at  all 
prints  for  the  reception  of  thedran- 
ger,  which,  when  on  the  next 
morning  foe  had  approached  within 
a  fhort  didance  under  Englifo  co¬ 
lours,  was  hailed  by  the  Phcenix , 
with  a  demand  to  what  nation  foe 
belonged  ?  “  Englifo,”  was  the  re¬ 
ply.  A  requifition  followed  from 
the  Phoenix  that  a  boat  foould  be 
fent  on  board  of  her ;  but  this  being 
evafively  arffwered,  and  not  com- 


20°  1  b'  N.  and  long.  9 1°  1 8 7  E.  on 
the  10th  Nov.  at  eight  a.  m.  cap¬ 
tured  the  French  privateer  General  plied  with  by  the  privateer,  (now 
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plainly  afcertained  to  he  fuch,)  the 
word  of  command  to  fire  was  viven 

o 

on  board  the  Phoenix,  and  feven 
twelve-pounders,  double  {hotted, 
were  poured  into  the  Malar  tic. — 
By  this  difcharge  the  JEnglilh  en- 
fign  was  carried  away,  and  the  tri- 
c  floured  flag,  hoified  for  a  moment 
in  its  place,  was  immediately  after¬ 
wards  lowered  down  again,  in  to¬ 
ken  of  furrender. 

The  paflengers  and  troops  on 
board' the  Phoenix  were  moft  judi- 
cioufly  quartered  on  the  poop,  and 
in  the  wafte,  in  a  way  that  kept 
them  entirely  concealed  from  the 
privateer,  which,  fufpedling  her  to 
be  a  country  fhip,  had  approached 
for  the  purpofe  of  boarding.  Sud¬ 
denly  jumping  up  when  the  orders 
to  fire  were  given,  their  numbers 
and  ftate  of  preparation  fo  alarmed 
and  fuf-prized  the  enemy,  that  he 
in  an  inftant  {truck  his  colours, 
Refiftance,  in  any  event,  would  not 
have  availed,  the  Phoenix  being 
fully  prepared  for  a  much  more  for¬ 
midable  force  than  her  actual  op¬ 
ponent. 

The  Mermaid ,  Captain  Garden, 
from  this  port  to  Rangoon,  was  the 
laft  capture  made  by  the  Malartic . 
Having  plundered  her,  and  taken 
out  the  main  and  mizen  malts,  after 
fome  days  detention,  fhe  fuffered 
the  Mermaid  to  proceed  to  her  de¬ 
fined  port.  Prior  to  this  event, 
the  Malartic  had  fought  a  long  and 
defperate  action  with  an  American 
fhip,  fuppofed  the  Rebecca ,  from  Cal¬ 
cutta,  in  which  two  furgeons,  the 
boatfwain,  and  feveral  of  the  crew 
belonging  to  the  former,  were  kil¬ 
led. 


Extradl  of  Particulars  relative  to 
toe  Engagement  bet  ween  the  Al- 
batrofs  and  L’Adde, 

We  failed  in  the  A  lb  at  r  of s,  Capt, 
Waller;  from  Bombay  ;  but,  meet¬ 


ing  with  bad  weather  and  contrary 
winds,  it  was  not  until  the  that 
we  made  Ceylon,  and  were  inform¬ 
ed  by  a  Danifli  fhip  that  we  fpoke 
off  Point  de  Galle,  of  the  Confiance 
and  Malartic3 s  depredations  on  our 
commerce  in  the  Bay.  We  crowd¬ 
ed  all  fail;  and  the  winds  being 
favourable  in  general,  we  had  got 
as  far  to  the  northward  as  5  8°  30f 
N.  about  |  pafl:  midnight  on  the 
13th,  at  which  time  we  perceived 
a  {{range  fail  to  windward,  whofe 
manoeuvres  foon  gave  us  reafon  to 
fuppofe  her  to  be  an  enemy,  and 
which,  being  a  brig,  we  imagined 
to  be  the  Malartic.  The  Alba- 
trofs  was  immediately  cleared  for 
adlion,  and  tacked  with  an  inten¬ 
tion  of  {landing  up  for  the  enemy, 
who  foon  after  was  perceived  bear¬ 
ing  down  on  us.  The  night  was 
very  dark  and  cloudy,  with  light 
variable  winds.  Both  vefleis  care¬ 
fully  concealed  their  lights ;  not 
the  leaf!:  glimpfe  could  be  feen  on 
board  of  either.  Palling  to  wind- 
wardon  the  contrary  tack,  he  wore, 
and  hauled  up  under  our  lee  quar¬ 
ter  within  half  piftol-lhot,  at  the 
fame  time  firing  tv?  o  guns  to  bring 
us  to.  Sufpecling  that  it  might 
probably  be  his  Majeflv’s  armed 
veficl  Mongoofe ,  we  hailed  to  know, 
and  ivere  anfwered,  “  L’ Adele,  a 
French  privateer  ;  heave  to,  lower 
your  top-fails  down,  and  fend  your 
boat  on  board.”  To  which  Cap¬ 
tain  Waller  replied,  i(  Yes,  we  will 
be  on  board  very  foon  and  giv¬ 
ing  orders  to  fire,  the  Albatrofs’ s 
broad'ide  was  immediately  difehar- 
ged  at  him,  and  it  was  inllantly  re¬ 
turned. 

He  was  then  upon  our  lee  beam, 
but,  after  fome  manoeuvring,  got 
upon  our  weather  one,  and  which 
we  did  not  take  any  pains  to  pre¬ 
vent,  as  we  could  eafily  perceive 
hi*  intention  was  to  board  us,  a 

circum- 
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circumftance  we  rather  wifhed  than 
dreaded,  being  very  well  prepared 
to  receive  him.  After  nearly  half 
an  hour’s  aftion,  he  laid  us  along- 
fide,  difcharged  his  broadfide,  and 
attempted  to  board  us  in  the  fmoke  ; 
but  no  fooner  did  they  attempt  it 
than  our  failors  thruft  them  back 
with  the  point  of  the  bayonet  and 
boarding  pikes.  Capt.  Waller  ob- 
ferving  one  of  the  Frenchmen 
mounting  our  main  rigging,  thruft 
a  boarding  pike  into  his  bread,  and 
he  immediately  fell  backwards  into 
the  privateer.  They  now  began 
to  dy  from  their  quarters,  and  our 
people  were  eager  to  board  in  their 
turn ;  for  which  purpofe  feveral 
gallant  fellows  attempted  to  lath  his 
bowfprit  to  our  main  rigging,  one 
of  whom  received  a  mufket-bail  in 
his  arm,  while  endeavouring  to 
perform  this  piece  of  fervice  ;  but 
the  (hip’s  pitching  carried  away  the 
lafhings,  and,  in  fpite  of  every  ef¬ 
fort  on  our  part  to  prevent  it,  he 
dropped  aftern,  made  all  the  fail  he 
could,  and  ran  for  it,  being  now 
pretty  well  convinced  that  he  had 
not  a  harmlefs  merchantman  to  deal 
with,  but  a  very  different  kind  of 
«.  veffel. 

Our  failors,  inflamed  with  fuc- 
cefs,  and  the  ideas  of  victory  and 
prize-money,  very  foon  made  all 
fail  in  chafe,  and  we  had  the  fatis- 
fa&ion  to  find  that  we  gained  faft 
upon  the  enemy.  In  about  half  an 
hour  both  veffels  laid  each  other 
alongfide,  as  it  were  by  mutual  con- 
fen  t,  difcharging  their  broadfidcsin- 
to  one  another,  at  a  time  when  the 
muzzles  of  the  guns  touched.  Se¬ 
veral  were  killed  and  wounded  on 
both  fides,  and  confiderable  damage 
done ;  but  nothing  could  now 
damp  the  courage  of  our  failors, 
which  was  worked  up  to  the  higheft 
pitch,  and  they  were  boarding  in 
all  parts,  when  the  Frenchmen  hail¬ 


ed  for  quarter,  ftruck,  and  was  ta¬ 
ken  poffeffion  of  by  Mr.  Lambert, 
firft  lieutenant  of  the  Albatrbfs . 

On  board  the  Albatrofs  one  ma¬ 
rine  and  one  feaman  were  killed, 
(this  laft  belonging  to  his  Maje- 
‘fty’s  {hip  Braa<ve  ;)  and  fix  wound¬ 
ed,  one  of  whom  belonged  to  the 
Braave ,  and  one  to  the  Ce?iturton. 
L’Adele  loft  fix  killed  and  thirteen 
wounded. 

On  going  onboard  the  Albatrofs, 
Surcouf  prefen  ted  his  fword  to 
Capt.  Waller,  who  politely  reftor- 
ed  it  with  the  handfome  compli¬ 
ment,  that  f<  he  could  not  think  of 
depriving  him  of  a  weapon  which, 
it  had  been  evinced,  he  fo  well 
knew  how  toufe.”  Every  civility 
and  attention  have  been  fhown  to 
Surcouf  and  his  officers  by  Captain 
Waller  and  the  lieutenants  of  the 
Albatrofs. 

L’Adeleis  a  beautiful  little  veffel, 
mounting  ten  4  and  two  6  poun¬ 
ders,  recently  fitted  out  at  Nantz, 
well  found,  and  in  every  reipecl 
qualified  for  the  fervice  fire  was  in¬ 
tended  to  perform. 


Address  of  the  But’ifh  Inhabitants 
of  Bombay  to  the  King. 

The  4  th  of  November,  being  the 
day  appointed  by  the  fheriff  for 
convening  the  Britifh  inhabitants 
of  Bombay  in  purfuance  of  their  re- 
queft,  a  numerous  and  refpeftable 
meeting  attended  accordingly  at  the 
old  feffion-houfe,  the  place  chofen 
for  the  purpofe. 

The  fheriff  opened  the  bufmefs  of 
the  meeting  by  obferving,  that  it 
was  with  a  view  of  taking  their 
opinion  on  the  propriety  of  expref- 
fing  their  fenfe  of  the  divine  inter¬ 
position  in  warding  from  the  facred 
’perfonofhis  Majefty  the  blow  late¬ 
ly  aimed  at  a  life  fo  precious  to  his 
loyal  and  virtuous  fubjefts,  and 
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congratulating  his  Majedy  on  his 
providential  efcape  from  that  mad 
attempt  of  an  unhappy  lunatic. 

A  glowing  fentiaient  of  unani¬ 
mity  in  favour  of  the  meafure  per¬ 
vaded  the  meeting  •  and  the  dietiff 
having  quitted  the  chair,  Mr.  Hen- 
fhaw  propofed  that  Sir  William 
Syer  fhould  take  his  place.  This 
appearing  to  be  the  wifh  of  the  meet¬ 
ing,  Sir  William  acquiefced  ;  and, 
having  taken  the  chair,  Mr.  Hen- 
fhaw  moved  that  an  humble  add  refs 
be  prepared  and  transmitted  to  the 
throne,  offering  the  congratula¬ 
tions  of  the  inhabitants  on  the  oc- 
cafion  above  alluded  to  ;  acknow¬ 
ledging  the  bleflings  which  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Bombay  enjoy,  in  com¬ 
mon  with  their  fellow VubjeHs  all 
over  the  Britifh  empire,  under  his 
Majedy’s  paternal  care  of  their 
civil  and  religious  liberties;  and 
their  awful  fenfe  of  the  divine  fa¬ 
vour  in  continuing  to  them  the  life 
of  a  Sovereign  fo  defervedly  belov¬ 
ed  and  dear  to  all  his  fubjects.  Mr. 
Henfhaw  very  jultly  expreffed  his 
confidence,  that  the  fentiments  of 
the  meeting  would  be  unanimous 
on  the  occafion  ;  and  accordingly 
judged  it  unneceffary  to  enter  fur¬ 
ther  into  the  fubjed. 

Mr.  Dowdefwell  feconded  the 
motion,  and  took  that  opportunity 
of  contrafling  the  fecurity,  happi- 
nefs  and  profperity  which  we  en¬ 
joyed  under  his  Majefty's  reign, 
with  the  miferies  which  have  per¬ 
vaded  France  in  conlequence  of  a 
revolution  which  had  proved  fo  de- 
ftrudivc  to  the  peace  and  true  in- 
terefts  of  that  devoted  country. 
The  good  fenfe  of  the  pec  pie  of 
England,  he  faid,  under  the  influ¬ 
ence  and  example  of  a  Sovereign 
equally  diftinguifhed  for  the  love  <  f 
his.  fubjeds  and  invincible  forti¬ 
tude  in  the  mold  trying  political 
circumdances,  had  prefer v«d  cur 
vol.  3. 


boundaries  from  the  encroachment 
of  thofe  dcftrudive  tenets  which 
had  overwhelmed  the  faired  part  of 
Europe  in  their  ravages  ;  and  re¬ 
jected  thofe  fanciful  and  ruinous  no¬ 
tions  of  liberty  and  equality,  which 
had  in  other  countries  ingulfed,  with 
an  inexpiable  difregard  of  every  law 
human  and  divine,  both  public  and 
private  virtue,  public  and  domeftic 
enjoyments  of  every  thing  dcfirable 
in  this  life,  in  the  horrors  of  anarchy, 
a  nd  havock  almoft  i  rret  rievable.  Mr. 
D.  added,  If  a  doubt  could  have  been 
entertained  formerly  of  the  excel¬ 
lence  of  the  Britifh  Conditution,  of 
its  fitnefs  and  its  power  to  fecure 
every  thing  that  is  valuable  in  life, 
that  doubt  mud  now  be  removed. 
Every  thing,  he  faid,  which  had 
lately  occurred,  proved  an  addi¬ 
tional  inducement  to  rally  round  the 
throne.  The  public  and  private 
virtues  of  his  Majedy  equally  en¬ 
deared  him  to  us  all  ;  and  tve  could 
not  fufnciently  lament  that  a  life  fo 
effential  to  the  public  welfare  (but 
fuch  was  the  lot  of  mortality)  was 
fubjeCt  to  fuch  attacks.  During 
his  Majedy’s  reign,  the  mod  ex¬ 
traordinary  exertions  had  been  made 
by  fea  and  land,  and  the  Britifh 
dominions  widely  extended ;  and  we 
had,  by  his  wifdom  and  guidance, 
redded  every  effort  of  a  defperate 
enemy.  Mr.  D.  doubted  not  that 
we  fhould,  by  the  fame  means,  be 
dill  able  to  refid  them  effectually  ; 
and  expreffed  his  fervent  widies  that 
his  Majedy  might  bring  the  prefent 
eventful  con  ted  to  a  happy  termi¬ 
nation,  and  live  to  enjoy  many 
years  of  peace,  arnidd  a  loyal  and 
affectionate  people. 

The  Chairman  then  propofed  that 
a  committee  fhould  be  nominated 
lor  the  purpofe  of  preparing  a  dat¬ 
able  addrefs,  which  was  accordingly 
done,  and  confided  of  the  following 
gentlemen  ► 
f  D 
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R.  Henfliaw,  Elcg  P.  Dundas,  Efq. 
W.Dowdefweli,  Efq.  H.  Fawcett,  Efq. 
Col.  C.  Beresford,  P.  Hall,  Efq. 

Col.T.  Marlhall,  AND 

Col.  A.  Duff*  ^  S.  Halliday,  Efq. 

The  committee  having  retired  for 
a  Ihort  time,  returned  with  an  ad- 
drefs ;  which  being  read  by  the 
Chairman,  was  unanimoufly  ap¬ 
proved  of. 

The  Chairman  then  propofed 
fuitable  refolutions  (which  were 
imanlmouHy  carried,}  for  the  tranf- 
miffion  of  the  addrefs  to  Britain. 

It  was  then  unanimoufly  refolved, 
that  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  be 
given  to  the  gentlemen  who  moved 
and  feconded,  and  to  the  committee 
who  prepared  the  addrefs. 

That  the  thanks  of  the  meeting 
be  giben  to  the  Sheriff,  for  his  ready 
^cquiefeence  in  the  requifition  to 
to  call  the  meeting,  and  for  the 
loyal  manner  in  which  he  ooened 

^  A 

the  bufinefs  of  the  day. 

That  thefe  refolutions  be  printed 
in  the  next  Bombay  Courier  and 
Gazette. 

The  Chairman  then  leaving  the 
chair,  the  fame  was  refumed  by  the 
Sheriff,  when  it  was  refolved  that 
the  thanks  of  the  meeting  be  given 
to  the  Chairman  for  his  conduct  in 
the  chair. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the 
Addrefs  to  his  Majefty  : 

To  the  King’s  Mojl  Excellent  Majejly. 

MOST  GRACIOUS  SOVEREIGN, 

We,  your  Majeffy’s  molt  dutiful  and 
loyal  fubjects  refiding  at  Bombay  in  the 
Eaff-Indies,  humbly  offer  to  your  Ma¬ 
jefty  our  moft  fjncere  congratulations  on 
your  late  providential  elcape  from  the 
horrible  attempt  on  your  Majefty ’s  life. 

Feeling  the  bleftings  we  derive  from 
your  Majefty’s  guardian  care  of  our  civil 
and  religious  liberties,  and  of  the  conffi- 
tution  fo  well  calculated  to  lecure  them, 
we  are  firmly  perfuaded  that  fuch  an  at¬ 
tempt  could  only  have  been  the  aft  of  a  per- 
lon  labouring  under  mental  derangement. 

Impreffed  with  an  awful  fenfe  of  the  in- 
terpohtion  of  Divine  favour  in  pieferving 
to  us  the  life  of  a  Sovereigu  lb  defervedly 


dear  to  all  his  fubjcfls,  we  fbali  not  ccafe 
to  offer  our  grateful  thanks  to  the  Al¬ 
mighty,  united  with  our  earneft  prayers 
for  the  continuance  of  your  Majefty’s 
reign  over  a  free,  loyal,  and  happy 
people.  i 

DECEMBER . 


Addrefs  fro?7i  the  Britijh  Inhabitants 
of  Ceylon  to  his  Majejly ,  on  his 
late  providential  Efcape  frogc 
Ajfajfination . 

“MOST  GRACIOUS  SOVEREIGN, 

We,  your  Majeffy’s  loyal  fub- 
jedls,  the  Britifh  inhabitants  of 
Ceylon,  united  by  every  tie  that 
can  bind  a  grateful  and  affectionate 
people  to  their  King  and  Conffi ra¬ 
tion,  and  deeply  penetrated  with 
horror  at  the  late  atrocious  aft  of 
treafon  attempted  againft  your  Ma¬ 
jeffy’s  facred  perfon,  do  now  ap¬ 
proach  your  throne,  to  afnlre  your 
Majefty  of  the  fervent  and  unani¬ 
mous  gratitudg  with  which  we  have 
acknowledged  the  fignal  interpofi- 
tion  of  the  Divine  goodnefs  in  our 
favour,  in  preferving  a  life  at  all 
times  fo  juffly  dear  to  us,  and  at 
this  time  fo  indifpenfabiy  neceffary, 
not  merely  for  the  welfare  of  the 
Britifh  empire,  but  for  the  tran¬ 
quillity,  fecurity,  and  independence 
of  the  civilized  world. 

At  the  fame  time  that  we  thua 
exprefs  our  feelings  on  an  event  fo 
deeply  interefting  to  ourfelves  and 
our  fellow-fubje&s,  it  is  no  fmall 
confolation  to  us  to  confider,  that 
the  wretch  who  has  excited  this 
alarm  through  all  thofe  extenfive 
dominions  where  the  bleffings  of 
your  Majefty’s  government  and 
protection  are  diffufed,  has  appear¬ 
ed  incapable  of  appreciating  their 
value ;  and  we  firmly  truft  that  the 
reproach  of  fo  atrocious  a  parricide 
will  be  wiped  from  our  age  and 
country,  by  the  unqueftionable  in¬ 
finity  of  the  man  who  attempted  it. 

That 
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That  yourMajefty  may  long  en¬ 
joy  the  delicious  fruits  of  thofe  do- 
meflic  virtues  which  you,  *Sire,  have 
cultivated  with  fo  much  pious  care  ; 
that  the  bright  example  of  them 
may  long  and  fuccefsfully  operate  on 
the  hearts  and  conduct  of  your 
grateful  and  affectionate  fubjeds  ; 
and  that  thofe  princely  virtues 
which  have  railed  to  fo  exalted  a 
height  the  power,  profperity,  and 
renown  of  Great  Britain,  may  long 
continue  to  difplay  themfelves  tri¬ 
umphantly  at  the  head  of  a  great 
nation  and  a  glorious  ccafcitution, 
inthO  maintenance  of  true  religion, 
liberty,  and  focial  order ;  is  the 
prayer  which,  molt  excellent  Sire, 
we  offer  up  to  the  Author  of  all 
good,  in  the  utmofl  fervour  of  our 
hearts. 

Signed  by 

140  Britilli  Inhabitants. 


On  the  8th  inftanf,  arrived  at 
Bombay,  the  bon.  Company’s 
cruizer  Intrepid ,  late  Capt.  George 
Hall,  from  Bufforah,  after  having 
encountered,  on  the  22d  ultimo,  a 
French  privateer.  The  particulars 
of  the  aCtion  are  thus  defcribed  in 
the  Bombay  Courier  Extraordinary 
of  the  1 0th  current  : 

They  faw  a  veffel  from  the  maft- 
head  at  fun-rife,  and  about  feven 
•o’clock  faw  her  from  the  deck 
handing  towards  them.  Captain 
Hall  made  the  private  fignal  to  her 
about  eight  o’clock,  which  was  not 
anfwered  :  the  ftranger  foon  after¬ 
wards  hoilled  an  union  jack  at  the 
fore-top-gallant-mafl-head,  and  a 
blue  enlign  at  the  gaff-end  :  at  half 
pad  nine,  Captain  Hall  fired  a 
ihot,  and  hoilled  the  Company’s 
colours,  which  was  almoft  imme¬ 
diately  returned  under  French  co¬ 
lours. 

An  a&ion  enfued,  chiefly  within 

0  7  J 

pulol-fhot  ;  and  between  ten  and 


eleven  o’clock  the  enemy,  tfufting 
to  his  fuperiority  in  Europeans, 
made  two  attempts  to  board  the  In¬ 
trepid  under  the  hern  ;  in  the  fe« 
cond  attack,  the  enemy’s  jib-boom 
was  for  fome  time  foul  of  the  Intre~ 
pid’s  driver ;  both  attacks  were  re¬ 
pelled  with  great  fpirit  and  execu¬ 
tion  ;  the  few  Europeans  Captain 
Flail  had  were  called  from  the  guns 
on  thefe  occafions.  About  a  quar¬ 
ter  before  eleven  o’clock,  Captain 
Flail  received  a  fevere  wound, 
which  obliged  him  to  quit  the 
deck  ;  on  which  Lieut.  Smee  took 
charge. 

By  this  time  the  Intrepid’ s 
mails  were  much  injured,  and  moft 
of  the  fails  rendered  ufelefs  by  the 
damages  they  had  fuftained,  and  the 
rigging  being  almoft  all  cut  to 

O  O  4-}  o 

pieces,  with  two  Europeans  killed, 
and  many  others  of  the  crew  wound¬ 
ed.  In  this  ftate  the  engagement 
continued  until  near  twelve  o’clock, 
when  the  enemy’s  fire  flackened, 
and  they  began  to  make  off.  Lieut* 
Smee  then  turned  the  hands  up  to 
repair  their  damages,  in  order  to 
chafe.  A  little  after  twelve,  all 
fail  was  fet  on  the  Intrepid ,  and  the 
chafe  continued  until  three  p .  m, 
when,  finding  that  the  enemy  failed 
fo  much  fuperior  as  to  afford  no 
chance  of  coming  up  with  her, 
Lieut.  Smee  hauled  his  wind  to  the 
N.N.W. 

The  enemy  was  a  brig,  carrying 
her  guns  on  a  flufh-deck,  having 
fix  on  each  fide,  of  different  calibres, 
and  four  fwivels  ;  copper-bottomed, 
and  nearly  the  fize  of  the  hon* 
Company’s  cruizer  the  Antelope, 

The  following  is  given  as  a  cor- 
refl  lift  of  the  killed  and  wounded 
on  board  the  Intrepid  : 

Killed —  l  feaman,  i  quarter-m after 
(European) 

Hounded — Captain  Hall,  fince  dead; 
Lieuts.  Smee  and  Bed,  (lightly;  Mr. 
Harriot,  volunteer,  and  Mr.  Chamber- 
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lain,  boatfwain;  i  European  Teaman,  1 
tindal,  and  l  lafcar,  llightly  ;  1  bavildar, 
£  naiques,  11  fepoys,  and  2  fervants, 
fome  of  them  dangeroufly. 

Total—  2  killed,  and  24  wounded; 

N,  B.  The  havildar  and  1  fepoy 
died  afterwards  of  their  wounds. 

-  - - - 

Extraff  from  the  Minutes  of  Couti - 

cilj  10 th  December  1800. 

The  Governor  in  council,  while 
he  ftncerely  regrets  the  lofs  of  fo 
valuable  an  officer  as  Captain  Hall, 
who  fell  in  the  late  aXion  of  the 
Intrepid  with  an  enemy’s  privateer 
in  the  Gulf  of  Perfia,  pays  but  a 
juft  ^ibute  to  the  memory  of  this 
gallant  commander,  in  declaring 
his  entire  approbation  of  the  brave 
defence  made  by  Captain  Hall 
againft  the  daring  attacks  of  the 
enemy,  who,  with  fuperior  num¬ 
bers,  twice  attempted,  but  failed, 
to  board  the  Company’s  cruizer. 

Lieutenants  Smee  and  Bell,  with 
the  ©ther  officers  and  men  of  the 
Intrepid ,  are  alfo  entitled  to  the 
praife  and  thanks  of  the  Governor 
in  council,  for  the  whole  of  their 
conduct  during  this  aXion  ;  Lieut. 
Smee,  in  particular,  for  continuing 
the  unequal  confliX  after  the  fall  of 
his  gallant  commander,  finally’re- 
pulfing  the  enemy,  and  obliging 
him  to  feek  refuge  in  retreat. 

The  Governor  in  council,  to 
mark  his  fenfe  of  this  laudable  con- 
duX,  direXs  the  fuperintendant  of 
marine  to  caufe  four  months  pay  to 
the  petty  officers  and  European  Tea¬ 
men,  and  three  months  pay  to 
the  fepoys  and  lafcars,  to  be  im¬ 
mediately  advanced  them,  as  a  gra¬ 
tuity  for  their  exertions  on  this 
Dccafion  :  Lieut.  Smee  will  receive 
the  pay  of  a  junior  captain  in  the 
marine  from  the  day  of  his  eallant 
repulfe  of  the  enemy,  viz.  the  2Sd 
of  November  1800,  until  he  (hall 
foe  regularly  promoted  in  the  line  ; 
the  fuperintendant  being  alfo  di¬ 
rected  to  employ  the  intermediate 


fervices  of  Lieut.  Smee  in  as  diftlru 
guifhed  fituations  as  his  marine  rank 
will  admit,  of. 

The  fuperintendant  is  alfo  deli  red 
to  report,  whether  Captain  Hall  has 
left  in  this  fettlement  any  family  or 
connexions,  on  whom  the  Gover¬ 
nor  in  council  could  beftow  fome 
recompenfe  for  their  late  lofs ;  it 
being  to  him  a  fubjeX  of  fincere 
concern  that  this  officer  has  not  fur- 
vived  to  enjoy  in  perfon  the  juft 
reward  of  his  bravery  and  merito¬ 
rious  exertions. 

Publifhed  by  order  of  the  Gover¬ 
nor  ij^council, 

R.  Rickards,  Sec,  to  Gov. 


Ext  raff  of  a  letter  from  Hy  drab  ad, 
dated  Dec.  10. 

This  morning,  at  nine  o’clock, 
the  body  of  the  late  Lieut.  Col. 
Dalrymple  was  interred,  with  all 
the  honours  due  to  his  high  ftation 
and  charaXer.  The  regiment  of 
cavalry,  the  artillery,  lafcars,  and 
fix  battalions  of  native  infantry, 
were  drawn  out,  and  partly  dif- 
pofed  of  in  ftreets  to  the  place  of 
burial,  partly  in  forming  a  fpacious 
fquare  around  it,  in  order  to  fire 
over  the  body,  which  was  carried 
by  Europeans,  and  the  pall  fup- 
ported  by  the  principal  officers  at 
the  ftation.  T  he  mourners  were 
not  only  the  members  of  the  de- 
ceafed's  family,  but  confifted  of  the 
whole  body'  of  officers  and  others 
who  attended  the  corpfe  ;  and  in  my 
life  I  never  witneffed  a  feene  of  more 
real,  folemn,  and  univerfal  woe, 
than  was  lnewn  upon  this  melan¬ 
choly  occafton  ;  men  of  all  ages, 
ranks  and  ftations,  were  feen 
mingling  their  tears,  and  wailing 
their  common  lofs  in  the  molt 
poignant  expreffion  of  grief.  To 
have  fo  lived,  and  to  have  died  fo 
lamented,  as  did  Colonel  Dalrymple, 
is  an  honour  to  his  memory,  be¬ 
yond  which,  no  human  being,  1 

think. 
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think,  ever  attained  ;  but,  alas !  at 
the  age  of  forty-four  only,  it  was  too 
foon  to  lofe  fo  valuable  a  perform  of 
whom  it  may  be  faid,  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  ofCaffar,  “  The  world  might 
Hand  up  and  fay,  he  was  a  man  !” 

Minute  guns  were  fired  during 
the  proceffion  ;  and  the  fervice  was 
read  by  Major  Kirkpatrick,  the 
Britifh  refident  at  the  court  of  Hy- 
drabad,  with  great  energy  and 
feeling. 

Some  Particulars  relative  to  the  re¬ 
capture  of  the  Ann  and  Elizabeth. 

The  Ann  and  Elizabeth,  on  her 
paffage  from  Madras  to  Rangoon, 
being  at  anchor  off  Bragu  Point, 
perceived,  making  towards  her,  a 
fmall  veffel  under  Englifh  colours, 
which  fhortly  afterwards  came  to 
an  anchor  clofe  alongfide  of  her,  at 
the  fame  time  changing  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  for  the  National  enfign,  firing 
a  (hot,  and  ordering  the  Ann  and 
Elizabeth  to  fur  render.  The  cap¬ 
tain  and  chief  mate  were  likewife 
directed  to  repair  on  board  in  their 
boat  ;  but  this  not  being  immedi¬ 
ately  complied  with,  three  or  four 
fhots  more  were  fired  from  the  pri¬ 
vateer. 

On  repairing  on  board  the  brig, 
Captain  Haigs  and  his  officers  were 
much  furprifed  to  obferve  but  one 
European  among  the  whole  crew  ; 
a  circumftance  that  inftantiy  fug- 
gefled  to  them  the  practicability, 
not  only  of  re-taking  their  own 
veffel,  but  making  themfelves 
makers  of  the  privateer.  With 
this  view,  Captain  Haigs  re- 
quefted  that  his  officer  might 
be  permitted  to  return  for  a  fhort 
time  to  his  fhip:  his  requeft  was 
acceded  to ;  and  the  defign  having 
been  previoufly  concerted  between 
the  prifoners,  at  about  dufk  the  boat 
returned,  containing  the  greater 
part  of  the  Ann  and  Elizabeth' s 
crew,  armed  with  whatever  they 


could  procure,  and  concealed  by  a 
tarpauline ;  they  rufhed  on  board 
the  privateer,  of  which,  after  a 
fhort  and  ineffectual  refiftance  on 
the  part  of  the  enemy,  they  took 
poffeffion,  and  foon  afterwards  re¬ 
gained  their  own  veffel. 

Having  put  a  prize-maker  on 
board  the  London ,  Captain  Haigs 
difpatehed  her  to  this  port,  pro¬ 
ceeding  in  his  own.  fhip,  with  the 
Frenchman  who  had  acted  as  com¬ 
mander  of  the  prize,  towards  his 
original  deffination. 

The  London ,  now  a  prize  to  the 
Ann  and  Elizabeth ,  was  captured 
laft  year  by  the  Laurettey  fent  to 
Rangoon,  there  fitted  out  as  an 
armed  veffel,  and  lately  failed  from 
that  port  in  company  with  a  fmall 
ketch,  alfo  a  prize  to  the  Laurette\ 
lhe  parted  with  her  the  evening  be¬ 
fore  her  capture. 


CRIMINAL  LAWS  OF  CHINA. 

On  the  lateoccafion  of  a  difaeree- 
able  difeuffion  with  the  Chinefe  go¬ 
vernment  at  Canton,  relative  to  a 
Chinaman  being  wounded  by  a  (hot 
from  his  Majefty’s  fchooner  the 
Providence ,  the  following  tranfla- 
tion  of  ex  trails  from  the  Chinefe 
criminal  code  of  laws  was  publifhed, 
by  the  authority  of  the  hon.  Com¬ 
pany’s  fupercargoes,  for  the  infor¬ 
mation  of  all  concerned  ; 

Article  i.  A  man  who  kills  an¬ 
other  on  the  fuppofition  of  theft,  fhall  be 
ftrangled,  according  to  the  law  againft 
homicide  committed  in  an  affray. 

2.  A  man  wffio  fires  at  another  with  a 
mufket,  and  kills  him  therebv,  fhall  be 
beheaded,  as  in  cafes  of  wilful  murder. 
If  the  fufferer  is  wrounded  (but  not  mor¬ 
tally),  the  offender  fhall  be  fent  into 
exile. 

3.  A  man  who  puts  to  death  a  criminal 
who  had  been  apprehended  and  made  no 
refilfance,  fhall  be  ftrangled,  according  to 
the  law  againft  homicide  committed  in  an 
affray. 

4.  A  man  who  falfely  accufes  an  inno¬ 
cent  perfon  of  theft  (in  cafes  of  greateft 
criminality),  is  guilty  of  a  capital  offence; 
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in  all  other  cafes,  the  offenders,  whether 
principals  or  acceffories,  {hall  be/feot  into 
exile. 

,5.  A  man  who  wounds  another  unin¬ 
tentionally,  ffiall  be  tried  according  to  the 
law  refpeffting  blows  given  in  an  affray, 
and  the  pumih merit  rendered  more  or  lefs 
fevere,  according  to  the  degree  of  injury 
fufiained. 

6.  A  man  who,  intoxicated  with  li¬ 
quor,  commits  outrages  againff  the  laws, 
£hail  be  exiled  to  a  defert  country,  there 
to  remain  in  a  Hate  of  fervitude. 

The  foregoing  are  articles  cf  the 
laws  of  the  empire  of  China,  ac- 
cordingto  which  judgment  is  paffed 
on  per fons  offending  againff  them,- 
without  allowing  of  any  cornpro- 
mife  or  extenuation. 

G.  O.  By  Government. 

Fort  St.  George,  Dec.  24,  1S00. 

In  the  general  orders  of  the  25  th 
September,  the  right  hon.  the  Go¬ 
vernor  in  council  publifned  the  high 
fenfe  his  lordfnip  entertained  of  the 
fervices  rendered  to  the  Britifh  in- 
tereffs  in  India  by  the  hon.  Colonel 
Wellelley,  and  the  officers  and 
troops  under  his  command. 

The  Governor  in  council  has  now 
the'  fatisfaction  of  announcino-  the 
entire  concurrence  of  the  moil  noble 
the  Governor-general  in  council  in 
the  fentiments  exprefied  in  thofe  or¬ 
ders,  on  the  difpatches  from  Co¬ 
lonel  Wellefiey  ;  and  the  Governor- 
general  in  council  has  directed  the 
Governor  in  council  to  communicate 
in  general  orders,  “  the  thanks  of 
the  Governor-general  in  council  to 
the  hon.  Colonel  Wellefiey,  for  the 
judgment,  energy  and  valour  which 
have  diftinguilhed  his  operations 
againff  Doondiah  Wahag  during  the 
late  rapid  and  profperous  campaign, 
and  for  the  important  fervices  which 
he  has  rendered  to  the  hon.  Com¬ 
pany,  in  terminating  the  war  againff 
that  infurgent  with  fuch  fignal  and 
fpeedy  fuccefs.” 

The  Governor  in  council  has 
farther  been  directed  to  convey  the 
thanks  of  the  Governor-general  in 


council  to  the  officers  and  troops 
aftinp-  under  the  command  of  Co- 
lonel  Wellefiey,  for  the  gallantry 
and  perfeverance  manifeffedby  them 
throughout  the  late  arduous  fervice ; 
and  particularly,  to  exprefs  to  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  detachments 
of  cavalry  employed  in  the  action 
of  thh  l  Oth  September,  the  high 
fenfe  entertained  by  the  Governor- 
general  in  council  of  the  eminent 
courage  and  discipline  manifeffed 
by  them  in  the  attack  on  the  army 
of  Doondiah  Wahag,  which  termi¬ 
nated  in  the  fall  of  that  infurgent, 
a-nd  in  the  complete  deftruftion  or 
difperffon  of  his  forces. 

The  Governor  in  council  is  far¬ 
ther  pleafed  to  add,  that  it  will  af¬ 
ford  to  the  Governor- general  in 
council  the  higheft  fatisfa&ion,  to 
reprefent  to  the  hon.  the  court  of 
direGors  the  important  benefits 
which  have  refulted  to  the  intereffs 
of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  and  to 
the  Britifn  Nation  in  India,  from 
the  fervices  of  the  hon.  Colonel 
WTellefley,  and  the  officers  and 
troops  atffing  under  his  command 
during  the  late  campaign. 

Circumffances  having  rendered  it 
neceffary  for  the  Governor  in  coun¬ 
cil  to  employ  the  fervices  of  the 
hon.  Colonel  Wellefiey  at  a  diffaneg 
from  Myfore,  his  lordthip  in  coun¬ 
cil  has  been  pleafed  to  appoint  Col. 
James  Stevenfon  to  the  important 
command  of  the  forces  in  Myfore, 
Malabar  and  Canara  ;  and  the  Go¬ 
vernor  in  council  has  great  fatis- 
faction  in  this  opportunity  of  ma- 
nifeffing  .his  high  fenfe  of  the  zea¬ 
lous  and  fpirited  fupport  afforded  to 
Colonel  Wellefiey  by  Colonel  Ste¬ 
venfon,  as  fecond  in  command  of  the 
army  employed  againff  Doondiah. 


25,  i8cov 
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councif, 


;1  of  the  meritorious  fervices 
and  eminent  abilities  of  Lieut.  CoL 
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Clofe,  having  been  repeatedly  pub- 
Jiflied  to  the  army,  the  Governor  in 
council  confidcrs  it  not  to  be  necef- 
fary  for  his  lordfnip  to  add  any  ob- 
fervations  to  the  following  extract 
of  a  letter  from  the  hon.  court  of 
directors,  exprefling  their  approba¬ 
tion  of  that  officer’s  condud. 

Par.  203.  “  From  the  great  efhma- 

tion  in  which  we  held  the  charatler  and 
abilities  of  your  late  adjutant-general, 
Lieut.  Col.  Clofe,  even  previous  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  diftmguilhed  fervices 
rendered  by  him  in  the  late  war  agamft 
Tippoo  Sultaun,  we  ffiould  have  felt  no 
helitatioh  in  yielding  to  his  requeft,  had 
he  continued  to  occupy  that  lituation,  that 
his  allowances  fhould  maintain  their  equa¬ 
lity  with  thofe  of  the  quarter-mafter-ge- 
neral ;  hut  we  have  the  fatisfaclion  to  ob- 
ferve,  bv  your  late  difpatches,  that  Lieut. 
Col.  Clofe,  on  account  of  his  eminent 
talents  and  integrity,  added  to  his  extra¬ 
ordinary  fkill  in  the  country  languages, 
and  to  his  experience  in  the  manners, 
cuftoms  and  habits  of  the  natives  of  In¬ 
dia,  had  been  fele&ed  by  Lord  Morning- 
ton  (now  Marquis  Wellefiey)  for  the 
important  charge  of  refident  with  the  Ra¬ 
jah  of  Myfore,  an  appointment  which 
has  received  our  entire  approbation.  And 
as  both  the  governor-general,  and  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  have  borne  mod  ho¬ 
nourable  teftimony  to  the  ability,  zeal 
and  energy  difplayed  by  Lieut.  Coi. Clofe, 
during  the  late  Mvfore  campaign,  thereby 
manifefiing  extenfive  knowledge,  approv¬ 
ed  experience,  fuperior  talents,  ardent 
valour,  and  indefatigable  aflivity,  we 
have  refolved  to  prefent  that  officer  with 
a  fword,  to  be  made  in  England,  of  the 
value  of  three  hundred  guineas,  in  tefti- 
mony  of  the  high  fenfe  which  we  enter¬ 
tain  of  his  fervices  upon  that  memorable 
occafion. 

Fort  St.  George,  Dec.  26,  1800. 

The  right  hon.  the  Governor  in 
council  has  much  fatisfaclion  in  pub- 
lilhing  to  the  army,  the  following 
extract  of  a  letter  from  the  hon.  the 
court  of  dire&ors,  dated  the  7th 
May  lalf,  expreffive  of  the  juft  fenfe 
which  the  hon.  court  entertains  of 
of  the  meritorious  exertions  of  Cap¬ 
tain  M‘Kenzie,  in  colle61ing  ma¬ 
terials  for  a  map  of  the  Nizam’s  do¬ 
minions  ; 

Par.  175.  “  The  fcveral  plans  and 

geographical  materials  executed  by  Cap¬ 


tain  Colin  M'Kenzie,  referred  to  in  thefe 
paragraphs,  have  been  fubmitted  to  the 
infpettion  of  Major  Rennel,  as  was  alfo 
Captain  McKenzie’s  map  of  the  Nizam’s 
dominions,  formerly  tranfmitted  to  us,  to 
which  the  plans  before  mentioned  are  fup- 
ple mentai y,  as  in  the  303d  paragraph  of 
your  fubfequent  difpatch  of  the  15th 
Oft.  1798,  and  as  you  have  repeated 
your  recommendation  of  this  officer  for 
iome  pecuniary  ©ompenfation  on  account 
of  his  maps  and  furv-eys,  we  authorize  you 
to  prefent  him  with  the  fum  of  twothou- 
fand  four  hundred  pagodas,  for  his  pa  ft 
fervices  in  this  line.” 


Addrefs  from  the  Cadet  Company  at 
Madras ,  nxsho  are  about  to  j on f 
their  refpeftive  Regiments >  to 
Captain  Armstrong, 
dear  sir. 

With  the  warmeft  feelings  of  the 
heart,  that  gratitude,  affection  and 
refpeft  can  produce,  that  part  of  the 
Cadet  Company  who  are  now  about 
to  join  their  refpe&ive  corps,  with 
an  unfeigned  forrow,  bid  you  adieu. 
Placed  in  a  fituation  equally  arduous 
and  uncommon,  it  required  no  mo¬ 
derate  abilities  to  command  univer- 
fal  fatisfaftion  :  the  heft  proof  we 
can  give  of  your  fuccefs  in  promot¬ 
ing  our  happinefs,  is,  that  we  fin- 
cerely  regret  the  period  is  arrived 
when  we  fhall  no  longer  enjoy  the 
benefit  of  your  inftrudfions  as  a  fol- 
dier,  and  the  pleafure  of  your  fo- 
ciety  as  a  friend.  We  difdain  to 
flatter  any  human  being  ;  but,  when 
glowing  expreffionsare  alone  capable 
of  conveying  our  fentiments,  we 
hope  you  will  excufe  us  for  thus 
publicly  declaring  the  high  opinion 
we  have  of  your  character  and  cou- 
duft.  We  remain 
Your  affeftionately  attached  fervants* 
\_Hcre  follonv  the  fgnatures  of  the 
Gentlemen  leaving  Chingleput.] 
Dec.  18,  1800. 


JANUARY  1801. 


Extra  ft  of  a  Letter ,  dated  Fort 
Marlborough ,  Jan,  1. 

The  weft  coaft  has  had  a  dread- 
+  D  4  fill 
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fal  vifitation  of  ficknefs  thefe  I  a  ft 
two  months.  A  fever,  fimilar  to 
the  yellow  fever  of  the  Weft  Indies, 
has  raged  here  with  unremitting 
violence.  The  great  fatality  has 
fallen  upon  the  Chinefe  colony. 
Our  few  remaining  troops  have 
only  fuftained  a  lofs  of  three  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  It  has  moft  unluckily 
happened,  that  all  the  medical  fa¬ 
culty  are  laid  up  in  illnefs. 

Within  thefe  laft  fifteen  days  a 
catarrhal  fever  has  fpread  almoft 
imiverfally  over  the  eoaft,  and  the 
other  fevers  of  the  bilious  type  are 
diminifhing.  The  writer  of  this 
has  a  melancholy  remark  to  make, 
that  in  the  courfe  of  eight  years, 
eleven  medical  gentlemen  have  died 
from  the  climate  and  the  feverity 
of  the  duties  of  this  coaft,  and 
fixty-one  gentlemen,  including  offi¬ 
cers,  with  the  gentlemen  of  the 
civil  cftabiiih merit,  befides  itinerant 
captains  and  officers  of  flips. 

The  fatality  has  fpread  a  fombre 
gloom  of  melancholy  every  where 
around.  The  bell  Has  been  ordered 
(through  the  humane  attention  of 
the  coiTiinifiioner)  to  ceafe  from  toll¬ 
ing  for  the  dead ;  it  had  fuch  a 
melancholy  effect  on  the  living. 

In  purfuance  of  the  refolution  of 
the  moft  noble  the  Governor-ge¬ 
neral  in  council,  of  the  15th  Ja¬ 
nuary  (notified  in  the  Gazette  of 
the  i?gth  of  the  fame  month,)  to 
prefent  Capt.  Moffat,  commander 
of  the  hon .  Company’s  fhip  Phcentx , 
with  a  fword,  that  gentleman  had 
the  fatisfaCiion  of  receiving  the 
fame  the  ?th  inftant,  from  the 
hands  of  Major-general  Baird,  on 
the  quarter-deck  of  the  Phoenix, 
The  General,  in  prefenting  Captain 
Moffat  with  the  fword,  addreffed 
him  in  the  following  words  ; — • 
tc  The  Marquis  Weileftey  has  re¬ 
fuelled  of  me  to  prefent  you  with 


this  fword  from  him,  as  a  mark  of 
his  lordfhip’s  high  approbation  of 
your  gallant  and  feaman-like  con- 
duft,  and  that  of  your  officers  and 
the  fhip’s  company  in  preparing  for 
and  during  the  aftion  in  which 
you  engaged  and  captured  the  Ma- 
lartic  French  privateer.  I  con¬ 
gratulate  you  oh  this  occafion,  and 
feel  much  pleafure  in  complying 
with  his  lordfhip’s  requeft.” 

By  a  letter  received  from  Capt. 
Meik,  dated  Cochin,  the  6th  of 
January,  it  appears  that  he  and  his 
crew,  together  with  two  midfhip- 
men,  and  ftxteen  men  belonging  to 
his  Majefty’s  fhips  Adamant  and 
Lancafterf  were  embarked  on  the 
29th  of  October,  on  a  fmall  veffel 
of  thirty-five  tons,  bound  to  Co- 
lumbo.  It  is  with  much  concern 
we  ftate,  that  this  veffel  was 
wrecked  on  the  9th  of  November, 
about  twelve  o’clock  at  night, 
upon  a  reef  of  rocks  amongft  the 
Maldivia  i (lands,  and  that  five  men 
of  his  Majefty’s  fhips,  three  of  the 
Armenia’ s  crew,  aud  five  French¬ 
men,  unfortunately  perifhed,  in  an 
attempt  to  reach  the  fhore  by  a 
raft.  The  furvivors  betook  them- 
felves  to  a  couple  of  Maldivia  boats, 
in  one  of  which  Capt.  Meik  reach¬ 
ed  Cochin  on  the  4th  ult.  The 
other,  in  which  were  the  people  be¬ 
longing  to  the  king’s  {flips,  had 
not  arrived.  Mr.  Maddox,  a  mid- 
fhipman  of  his  Majefty’s  fhip  L/m- 
c after y  died  by  ficknefs  on  the  paf- 
fage.  Capt.  Meik  expreffes  him- 
felf  in  the  higheft  terms  of  the  at¬ 
tention  fnewn  to  him,  his  officers  and 
crew,  by  the  inhabitants  of  Se- 
chelles,during  their ftay  at  theifland. 

On  Monday  the  26th  inft.  came 
on  for  trial,  before  the  fupreme 
court  in  its  admiralty  jurifdidftion, 
the  cafe  of  Samuel  Stephenfow, 
charged  with  the  murder  of  Mr. 
James  Heath  Mitchell.  It  appeared 

by 


CHRONICLE  FOR  JANUARY  isou 


67 


by  the  evidence,  that  on  the  2d  of 
June  lad,  the  deceafed  was  fecond 
officer,  and  the  prifoner  a  feaman, 
on  board  the  fhlp  Bengal ,  then  on 
her  paffage  to  England.  Mr.  Mit¬ 
chell,  it  feems,  in  confequence  of  a 
complaint  made  to  him,  that  the 
prifoner  had  been  infolent  to  an  in¬ 
ferior  officer,  had  ordered  him  to 
go  from  below  upon  deck ;  but  his 
order  not  being  readily  obeyed,  he 
had  repeatedly  attacked  the  prifoner 
with  a  broom-dick,  and  druck  him 
with  condderable  violence  ;  which 
treatment  at  length  induced  a 
feuffie  between  them,  and,  in  the 
courfe  of  it,  Mr.  Mitchell  received 
a  mortal  wound  with  a  elafp-knife. 
— The  chief  judice  prefaced  his 
charge  to  the  jury  by  obferving  on 
the  relative  fituations  of  feamen 
and  officers  cn  board  merchant-fhips 
carrying  letters  of  marque.  In  (hips 
fo  circumdanced,  he  faid,  the  dif- 
ciplineof  the  navy,  as  regulated  by 
the  articles  of  war,  was,  by  pofi- 
tive  datute,  in  as  full  force  as  in  a 
king’s  (hip  ;  but  as  there  was  now 
no  defect  of  authority  on  the  part 
of  the  officers,  the  law  alfo  required 
that  feamen  diould  be  protected 
againd  the  exercife  of  that  autho- 
rity  in  any  irregular  manner.  His 
lordfhip  then  ad  vetted  to  the  cir- 
cumdances  of  the  particular  cafe  ; 
diferiminated  the  charafferidics  of 
the  four  cladfes  of  homicide — name¬ 
ly,  judidable,  excufable,  man- 
daughter,  and  murder ;  and  con- 
«luded  by  directing  the  jury,  that 
the  faff  in  the  prefent  indance  reded 
between  the  two  middle  deferip- 
tions,  excufable  homicide  and  man- 
daughter.  The  attack  which  ap¬ 
peared  in  proof  to  have  been  made 
upon  the  prifoner,  feemed  entirely 
to  exempt  him  from  the  imputation 
of  murder  ;  whild  the  nature  of  the 
cafe,  on  the  other  hand,  was  not 
fuch  as  to  amount,  in  the  contem¬ 


plation  of  the  law,  to  judidable 
homicide,  it  not  having  been  com¬ 
mitted  in  the  prevention  of  a  felony, 
or  in  any  of  thofe  circumdanccs 
effential  to  the  judidcation  of  him 
who  kills  an  adailant.  But  though 
there  might  be  now  no  reafonable 
ground  to  fuppofe  that  Mr.  Mit¬ 
chell  meant  the  death  of  the  pri¬ 
foner,  in  the  attack  which  he  had 
made  upon  him,  yet  it  was  for  the 
jury  to  fay,  upon  the  evidence  given, 
whether,  heated  as  the  prifoner  mud 
have  been  by  the  affray,  and  urged 
as  he  diil  continued  to  be  by  the 
deceafed,  armed  with  a  weapon  of 
no  incondderable  offence,  he  had 
not  reafonable  ground  to  condder 
his  life  in  imminent  danger,  and 
might  net  have  done  the  deed 
charged  againd  him  with  the  view 
of  extricating  himfelf  from  fuch 
peril.  If  they  believed  that  to  be 
the  faff,  (and  how  far  it  was  fo,  his 
lordfhip  repeated,  reded  excludveiy 
with  them  to  determine,)  the  cafe 
would  be  excufable  homicide,  and 
the  prifoner  would  be  entitled  to  a 
verdiff  of  acquittal ;  but  if  they 
lhould  be  of  opinion,  that  the  pri¬ 
foner  affed  merely  from  the  heat 
of  paffion,  and  not  from  a  principle 
of  felf.prefervation,  it  would  then 
amount,  under  the  provocation 
given,  to  man- daughter,  which, 
his  lordfhip  obferved,  was,  by  a 
recent  datute,  punidiable  now  when 
happening  at  fea,  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  if  it  had  occurred  on  fhore.— * 
The  jury  retired  for  feveral  hours, 
and  after  ten  o’clock  at  night, 
brought  in  a  verdiff  of  not  guilty. 

We  give  publicity  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  circumdances,  in  the  hope  that 
they  may  be  ferviceable  to  com¬ 
manders  of  fhips  under  fimilar  fitu- 
ations  :  his  Majedy’s  fhip  Suffolk 
being  lately  off  Diamond  in  and, 
near  the  coad  of  Pegue,  Lieut. 
Malcolm,  and  twenty-five  feamen, 

were 


58 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  isci 


were  landed,  for  the  purpofc  of  ob¬ 
taining  a  fupply  of  turtle  for  the 
crew  :  the  party  in  a  few  hours 
turned  forty  fine  turtle,  and  with 
which  they  immediately  returned 
on  board  the  Suffolk.  It  does  not 
appear  that  Lieut.  Malcolm  or  the 
feamen  eat  of  any  production  of  the 
ifland,  which  is  nearly  barren,  or 
even  drank  of  the  water,  to  which 
not  any  noxious  quality  had  been 
heretofore  afcribed.  Be  that,  how¬ 
ever,  as  it  may,  the  whole  party 
became  ill  immediately  on  their  re¬ 
turning  on  board  ;  and  in  a  few 
hours,  fourteen  of  the  feamen  died. 
In  fine,  at  the  expiration  of  a  few 
days,  only  Lieut,  Malcolm  and  one 
feaman  retained  life  out  of  twenty- 
fix  perfons,  molt  of  them  young  and 
healthy  men,  and  the  moil  correft 
and  orderly  of  the  Suffolk’s  crew. 


FEBRUJRT. 


Fort  William,  Feb.  12,  1801. 

The  fecret  committee  of  the  hon. 
court  of  directors,  in  a  letter  dated 
the  80th  of  September  1800,  hav¬ 
ing  been  pleafed  to  direCt,  that 
every  encouragement  be  given  to 
the  exportation  of  rice  from  India 
to  England,  fo  as  to  throw  in  as 
large  a  fupply  as  poffible  into  Eng¬ 
land,  previous  to  the  harveit  in  that 
country;  the  moft  noble  the  Go¬ 
vernor- 2  eneral  in  council  has  been 
pleafed  to  direct,  that  the  following 
extrafls  from  the  letter  from  the 
hon.  committee  be  published  : 

That  every  {hip  which  takes  on  board 
three  quarters  of  her  regiftered  tonnage 
in  rice,  {hall  have  liberty  to  fill  up  with 
inch  goods. for  this  port  as  has  been*ufual' 
of  kite  years  to  be  imported  by  country 
{hips. 

‘I  hut  the  {hips  which  embark  in  this 
adventure,  {half  he  allowed  to  carry  out 
export?  from  this  kingdom  as  of  late  al¬ 
lowed  to  country  drips. 

That  the  faid  {hips  {hall  be  excufed  from 
prying-  on  the  rice  which  they  import, 


the  three  per  cent,  which  otherwife  iTiordd 
become  due  to  the  Company  for  lauding, 
wharfage,  &c.  &c. 

That  when  the  {hips  are  approved  by 
our  furveyors,  as  ufual  in  India,  the  rifle 
cf  the  rice  which  they  bring  fhall  be  on 
account  of  government,  which  whl  of 
courfe  lave  the  owners  of  it  the  expencc 
of  lnfurance  on  that  article. 

That  in  cafe  of  the  price  of  rice  being, 
on  the  flrips  arrived  here,  under  from  32m 
to  29 j-.  per  cwt.  the  difference  between 
the  price  it  fells  for,  and  the  above  rates,- 
fhali  be  made  good  to  the  owners  on  the 
following  conditions  ;  that  the  fhip  which 
fails  from  her  port  of  landing  within 
one  month  after  the  contents  of  this  be¬ 
ing  promulgated,  (ball  be  guaranteed— 
2,2s.  per  cwt.  for  the  rice  which  fhe 
brings — if  in  two  months,  3U.  if  in  three 
months,  30.U  and  if  in  four  months,  29.?. 

The  above  encouragement,  we  have  to 
obferve,  is  only  to  be  given  on  condition 
that  the  rice  fo  laden  be  pur  chafed  by  a 
perfon  under  your  appointment.  We  con¬ 
ceive  this  latter  provifo  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  becaufe,  unlefs  the  rice  is  of  real  good 
quality,  and  the  newePc  to  be  had,  it  can¬ 
not  be  expected  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  for 
which  it  is  meant.  It  ought  to  be  of  what 
is  generally  ftyled  the  belt  cargo  rice. 

Although  our  government  will  endea¬ 
vour  to  fecure  to  thefe  fhip3  convoy  when¬ 
ever  they  can  get  it,  they  ftill  fhould  on 
no  account  be  detained  for  convoy.  We 
need  not  point  out,  that  coppered  fhips 
lliould  be  preferred  on  this  bufinefs,  as  fo 
much  depends  on  expedition. 

G.  O.  by  the  Commander  In  Chief. 
Fort  William,  Feb.  16,  1801. 

The  commander  in  chief,  before 
his  final  departure  from  India, 
efceems  it  not  more  an  aft  of  juftice 
to  the  army  that  has  ferved  under 
his  immediate  orders  near  four 
years,  than  a  tribute  due  to  his  own 
feelings,  to  publifh  his  fentiments 
of  its  merits  and  deferts. 

He  reflects  with  heart-felt  fatis- 
faction,  that,  throughout  the  whole 
period  of  his  command,  the  zeal  and 
attention  which  have  been  invaria¬ 
bly  manifeiled  by  the  officers  of  all 
ranks  to  the  duties  of  their  profef- 
fion,  have  not.  had  flronger  claims 
on  his  public  approbation,  than  the 
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cordial  fupport  and  perfonal  atten¬ 
tion  he  had  uniformly  experienced, 
entitle  them  to  his  warmed:  thanks. 
The  commander  in  chief  mult  ever 
cherilh  the  fentiments  of  gratitude 
with  which  his  mind  is  imprefTed, 
for  men  endeared  to  him  by  the 
fjpirit  of  Honour ,  Propriety y  and 
Dijiniereftednefsy  that  have  diilin- 
guifhed  their  public  and  private 
conduct ;  and  he  fhall  be  happy  on 
all  occafions  to  bear  ample  teftimony 
to  the  collective  and  individual  me¬ 
rits  of  this  army,  and  with  real  ap¬ 
probation  embrace  every  opportu¬ 
nity  to  promote  its  in  feted. 

Where  the  commander  in  chief 
has  had  fo  much  reafon  to  exprefs  his 
approbation  generally,  it  might 
feem  difficult  to  difeover  caufe  for 
particular  praife  ;  but  the  peculiar 
lituation  in  which  Major-general 
Sir  James  Craig  has  been  placed  in 
the  field,  having  occafioned  the 
greateit  part  of  the  army  to  be  at 
different  times  under  his  immediate 
command,  and  the  difeipline  of  the 
whole  having  received  eilential  be¬ 
nefit  from  his  unremitted  exertion, 
knowledge  and  care,  the  commander 
in  chief  cannot  refill  the  impulfe 
he  feels,  in  this  public  manner,  to 
offer  his  hearty  thanks  to  the  Ma¬ 
jor-general,  for  thofe  and  his  other 
important  fervices  during  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  his  command  in  the  field, 
which  he  hopes  he  will  be  pleafed 
to  accept. 

Fort  William,  Feb.  26,  1801. 

By  His  Excellency  the  Mojl  Noble  the  Go- 
VER NOR-general  in  Council. 

PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  his  Majefty  hath  been 
gracioully  pleafed,  by  letters  patent, 
dated  at  Wefiminfter,  on  the  feventh 
day  of  Auguft  1800,  to  conflitute 
and  appoint  his  Excellency,  the 
Moll  Noble  Richard  Wellefley, 
Marquis  Wellefley  of  the  kingdom 


of  Ireland,  Baron  Wellefley  of 
Wellefley  in  the  county  of  Somer- 
fet,  in  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  knight  of  the  moft  illuftrious 
order  of  Saint  Patrick,  and  now  be¬ 
ing  Governor-general  of  all  the  Bri- 
tifh  polfefiions  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  to 
be  his  Majefty ’s  Captain-general 
and  Commander  in  Chidf  of  all  his 
land  forces  ferving  in  the  Eaft  In¬ 
dies  : — 

His  Excellency  the  Governor- 
general  in  council  is  pleafed  to  di¬ 
rect  the  fald  letters-patent  to  be 
publifhed  herewith  ;  and  the  faid 
letters-patent  are  now  publifhed  ac¬ 
cordingly, 

George  the  Third,  by  the  Grace  of  God, 
of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland, 
King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  fo 
forth:  To. all  to  whom  thefe  prefent# 
fhall  come  greeting. 

Whereas  the  United  Company  of 
Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the 
Eaft  Indies,  by  thsir  Commiffion  under 
the  feal  of  the  faid  Company,  bearing  date 
the  fixth  day  of  October,  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  ninety  feven,  have  ap¬ 
pointed  our  right  trufty  and  entirely  be¬ 
loved  coufin  and  counfellor  Richard  Wel¬ 
lefley,  Marquis  Wellefley,  (then  Earl  of 
Mornington,)  of  our  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
and  Baron  Wellefley,  of  Wellefley,  in  our 
county  of  Somerfet,  in  our  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  and  knight  of  the  moft  il¬ 
luftrious  order  of  Saint  Patrick,  to  he, 
during  the  pleafure  of  the  faid  Company, 
Governor-general  of  the  Prefidency  of 
Fort  William  in  the  bay  of  Bengal,  and 
of  all  the  towns  and  territories  thereunto 
belonging,  and  of  all  and  Angular  the 
forts,  factories,  fettlements,  lands,  terri¬ 
tories,  countries  and  jurifdidtions  within 
the  Soubahlhip  of  Bengal,  and  of  and  for 
all  the  affairs  whatfoever  of  the  faid  Com¬ 
pany  in  the  bay  of  Bengal,  and  other  the 
places  and  provinces  thereto  belonging  in 
the  Eaft  Indies,  together  with  all  and 
every  the  powers  and  authorities  com¬ 
mitted  and  given  to  the  Governor-general 
of  Bengal  for  the  time  being,  by  any  aeft 
or  adls  of  parliament  then  in  force ;  and 
by  another  Commiffion  under  the  feal  of 
the  faid  Company,  bearing  date  the  fame 
fixth  day  of  October,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  ninety  feven,  have  appointed 
the  faid  Richard  Marquis  Wellefley,  Go- 
vernor-gencral  and  commander  in  chief 
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of  the  fort  and  garrifon  of  Fort  William 
in  Bengal,  of  the  town  of  Calcutta,  and 
of  all  the  forces  which  then  were,  or 
hereafter  fhould  be  employed  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  faid  united  Company,  within 
the  faid  fort,  garrifon  and  town  ;  and  the 
faid  Company  ha  ve  alfo  from  time  to  time 
appointed  officers  to  be  commanders  in 
chief  to  their  forces  at  the  faid  prefidency 
of  Fort  William  in  Bengal,  and  their  pre¬ 
sidencies  of  Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay 
reflectively,  and  alfo  have  occafionally 
appointed  perfons  to  be  commanders  in 
chief  of  all  the  faid  Company’s  forces  in 
the  Faff  Indies :  And  whereas  we  have 
from  time  to  time  caufed  detachments  of 
our  land  forces  to  be  employed  in  the 
Eaffc  Indies  for  the  protection  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  territories  there,  and  the  annoyance 
of  our  enemies  in  thofe  parts :  And 
whereas  difficulties  have  arifen,  and  may 
arife,  in  the  direction  and  employment  of 
our  faid  forces,  inafmucll  as  the  fame  are 
under  the  immediate  command  of  officers 
eommiffioned  by  us,  and  not  by  the  faid 
Company,  and  we  are  defirous  of  prevent¬ 
ing  fuch  difficulties  by  giving  authority  to 
the  faid  Richard  Marquis  Wellefley  to 
act  as  Captain-general  and  commander  in 
chief  of  all  our  forces  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
and  thereby  to  put  under  his  orders  and 
directions  all  our  land  forces,  as  well  as 
the  military  force  in  the  fervice  of  the 
faid  united  Company  which  may  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  thofe  parts  : — Now  know  ye, 
that  we,  repofing  efpeeiul  truffc  and  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  prudence,  courage,  and  loy¬ 
alty  of  the  faid  Richard  Marquis  Wel¬ 
lefley,  have  made,  conftituted,  and  ap¬ 
pointed,  and  do  by  thefe  prefents  make, 
conflitute,  and  appoint  the  faid  Richard 
Marquis  Wellefley,  our  Captain-general 
and  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  and  fingu- 
lar  our  land  forces  employed  or  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  our  fervice  within  any  of  the 
Britiffi  territories  in  India,  and  in  all  parts 
within  the  limits  of  the  exclufive  trade  of 
the  faid  united  Company  during  our  plea- 
fure,  to  order,  do,  and  perform  all  things 
whatfoever,  which  do  or  ought  to  belong 
to  the  officer  cf  our  Captain-general  and 
commander  in  chief  of  our  land  forces, 
within  the  parts  aforefaid  ;  and  generally 
to  order,  do,  and  perform  all  and  what¬ 
foever  for  us,  arid  in  our  name,  ought  to 
be  done  in  the  command,  order,  and  di¬ 
rection  of  our  faid  forces,  and  alfo  of  all 
military  forces  whatfoever  in  the  parts 
aforefaid,  which  the  faid  Richard  Mar¬ 
quis  Wellefley  is  not  authorised  and  em¬ 
powered  to  order,  do,  and  perform,  by 
force  and  virtue  of  the  faid  cotnmifiions 


from  the  faid  united  Company  :  it  being 
our  gracious  will  and  intention  by  this 
our  Commiflion,  to  give  to  the  faid  Rich¬ 
ard  Marquis  Wellefley  full  power  and 
authority  to  order,  direct,  and  controul 
all  military  forces  employed,  or  to  be  em¬ 
ployed,  in  the  territories  and  parts  afore¬ 
faid,  in  all  cafes  to  which  the  commiflions 
fo  granted  by  the  faid  united  Company  to 
the  faid  Richard  Marquis  Wellefley,  can¬ 
not  extend  for  want  of  powers  in  the  faid 
Company  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  we  do 
hereby  command  all.  our  officers  and  fol- 
diers  who  are  or  fhall  be  employed  in 
our  land  fervice  within  any  of  the  terri¬ 
tories  and  parts  aforefaid,  to  acknowledge 
and  to  obey  the  faid  Richard  Marquis 
Wellefley,  as  their  Captain-general  and 
Commander  in  Chief ;  but  neverthelefs 
we  do  ftriiftly  enjoin  and  command  the 
faid  Richard  Marquis  Wellefley,  in  the 
exercife  cf  the  powers  and  authorities 
given  to  him  by  thefe  prefents,  to  obferve 
and  obey  all  fuch  inftrueftions,  orders  and 
diredtions,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  faid 
Richard  Marquis  Wellefley  Ihall  receive 
from  the  firfl  commifiioner  for  the  affairs 
of  India,  or  from  any  of  our  principal  fe~ 
cretaries  of  ftate  :  Provided  always,  and 
our  will  and  pleafure  is,  that  if  the  faid 
Richard  Marquis  Wellefley  fhall  ceafe  to 
he  Governor-general  of  the  Prefidency  of 
the  Britiffi  territories  in  Bengal  as  afore¬ 
faid,  then  and  from  thenceforth,  all  and 
every  the  powers  and  authorities  hereby 
given  to  the  faid  Richard  Marquis  Wel¬ 
lefley  fnall  ceafe,  determine,  and  become 
void,  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the 
contrary  notwithftanding.  In  witnefls 
whereof  we  have  caufed  thefe  our  letters 
to  be  made  patent.  Witnefls  ourfelf  at 
Wefltminfter,  the  feventh  day  of  Auguft, 
in  the  fortieth  year  of  our  reign. 

By  Writ  of  Privy  Seal,  YORKE. 

His  Excellency  is  further  pleafed 
to  direft,  that  this  proclamation  be 
read  at  the  head  of  the  troops  in  the 
different  garrifons,  and  at  all  the 
military  lfations  within  any  of  the 
Britifh  territories  in  India,  and  in 
all  parts  within  the  limits  of  the 
exclufive  trade  of  the  Hon.  Company 
of  merchants  of  England  trading  to 
the  Eaft  Indies. 

By  command  of  his  Excellency 
the  mo  ft  noble  the  Governor-gene¬ 
ral  in  council. 

G.  H,  Barlow,  Chief  Sec. 

General 
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General  Orders  by  his  Excellency 
the  Mojl  Noble  the  Governor- 
general  in  council ,  under  date  the 
26th  February  1801. 

Ordered,  that  the  foregoing  pro¬ 
clamation  be  read  this  evening  at 
fun-fet,  at  the  head  of  the  troops  in 
the  garrifon  of  Fort  William,  under 
a  royal  falute  and  three  vollies  of 
fmall  arms. 

By  the  command  of  his  Excel¬ 
lency  the  moft  noble  the  Governor- 
general  in  council. 

G.  H.  Barlow,  Chief  Sec . 

General  Orders  by  his  Excellency 
the  Moji  Noble  the  Governor- 
general  m  council ,  under  date  the 
2iSth  February  1801. 

The  general  officer  holding  the 
commiffion  of  commander  in  chief 
for  the  time  being  of  his  Majefty’s 
forces  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  will  fill, 
according  to  former  ufage,  all  ap¬ 
pointments  and  commiffions  which 
may  become  vacant  in  his  Majefty’s 
army  ferving  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
fubjeft  as  heretofore  to  his  Majefty’s 
pleafure. 

All  returns  of  his  Majefty’s  land 
forces  ferving  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
all  applications  for  leave  of  abfence, 
and  all  correfpondence  refpedling  the 
internal  regulation  of  his  Majefty’s 
faid  forces,  are  to  be  tranfmitted  as 
heretofore  to  the  general  officer 
holding  the  commiffion  of  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  for  the  time  being 
of  his  Majefty’s  faid  forces  ferving 
in  the  Eaft  Indies,  who  will  report 
the  fame,  together  with  all  other 
details  refpe&ing  the  faid  forces,  to 
his  Excellency  the  Governor-gene¬ 
ral  in  council. 

By  command  of  his  Excellency 
the  moft  noble  the  Governor-gene¬ 
ral  in  council. 

G.  H.  Barlow,  Chief S e 


Particulars  of  the  Maffiacre  of  Cap¬ 
tain  George ,  and  his  Officer s,  on 
board  of  his  o-nvn  Jhlp ,  near  the 
Sand  Heads ,  by  four  of  his  Sea- 
connies . 

The  fliip  Marianne  was  bound 
from  Prince  of  Wales'  Illand  to 
this  port,  and  had  near  completed 
her  voyage,  when  four  of  the  fea- 
connies  rofe  upon  their  officers,  mur¬ 
dered  the  captain,  his  firft  and  fe- 
cond  mate,  and  a  native  woman. 
Gaining  over  the  lafears,  they 
proceeded  for  Chittagong  ;  when, 
getting  fight  of  land,  they  hoifted 
out  the  flip’s  boat,  laid  a  train  of 
gun-powder  between  decks,  and 
were  in  the  adt  of  pufhing  off  from 
the  fh ip,  and  to  fet  fire  to  her,  when 
a  Tindal,  plucking  up  courage, 
jumped  into  the  boat  alongfide, 
plunged  his  knife  into  one  of  the 
feaconnies  bodies,  and,  being 
himfelf  wounded,  they  both  fell 
into  the  fea,  and  were  drowned.  The 
lafears  upon  this  attacked  and 
killed  two  of  the  remaining  three 
feaconnies;  the  furvivor  took  refuge 
on  the  main-topmaft  head,  being 
armed  with  a  brace  of  piftols  and  a 
large  knife,  where  he  remained  for 
two  days  :  he  was  at  length  per- 
fuaded,  by  fair  promifes,  to  come 
down  ;  and  having  been  plentifully 
plied  with  liquor,  he  fell  a  deep, 
when  he  was  fecured  in  irons  by  the 
lafears,  his  arms  taken  from  him, 
and  in  this  ftate  the  flip  arrived  at 
Prince  of  Wales’  If  and. 


MARCH. 


Calcutta,  March . 

A  horrid  circumftance*  occurred 
a  few  days  fince  at  Chandernagore. 
Information  was  lodged  with  the 
officers  of  the  police,  that  in  the 
houlc  of  one  Rad  all  Caite,  a  corpfe, 

funpofied 
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•fuppofed  to  be  his  mother’s,  who, 
a  few  months  before,  had  fuddenly 
and  unaccountably  difappeared,  had 
been  difeovered  through  an  aperture 
in  the  wall.  The  mapdftrate  ac- 

O 

cordingly  repaired  to  the  fpot, 
where  was  found,  as  had  been  re¬ 
prefen  ted,  a  female  corpfe,  con- 
fumed  to  a  fkeleton,  and  forcibly 
crammed  into  a  bafket.  Upon  his  exa¬ 
mination  Radah  Caiteconfeffed,  that 
about  four  months  ago,  a  quarrel 
bad  arifen  between  him  and  his  mo¬ 
ther,  in  which,  fhe  having  given 
him  great  provocation,  he  had 
ftruck  her  a  blow  on  the  face.  That 
her  abuiive  language  fill  continu¬ 
ing,  he  then  left  the  houfe,  and  re¬ 
turning  home  a  few  hours  after¬ 
wards,  found  his  mother  a  lifelefs 
corpfe* 

Alarmed,  he  faid,  left  fufpicion 
fhould  reft  Upon  him  from  its  being 
known  that  he  and  his  mother  lived 
not  upon  very  good  terms,  he  im¬ 
mediately  buried  _the  body  in  his 
own  houfe;  and  to  the  various  in¬ 
quiries  regarding  her  which  had 
been  fince  made  by  his  brothers  and 
the  neighbours,  had  uniformly  re¬ 
plied,  that  Ihe  was  gone  to  Paunrah 
upon  a  vifit  to  his  uncle.  That 
fome  days  fmee,  however,  nnder- 
ftanding  in  converfation,  that  this 
account  was  doubted  by  many  of 
the  neighbours,  who  had  determined 
to  give  information  of  their  doubts, 
and  caufe  his  houfe  to  be  fea  relied, 
be  had  dug_  up  the  body  in  the  de- 
fign  of  throwing  it  at  night  into 
the  river,  but  was  prevented  from 
putting  this  intention  into  execu¬ 
tion,  by  an  unexpected  vifit  from 
one  of  his  brothers.  The  corpfe 
bad  in  confeqiience  continued  from 
that  time  in  a  bafket  depofited  in  a 
fmall  hut  communicatino-  with  his 

O 

dwelling-houfe. 

Againft  him  there  is  at  prefent 

■  -  '  4 


no  other  evidence  than  this  cotifcf- 
fion,  and  the  circumftance  of  the 
body  being  found  in  his  houfe,  com¬ 
bined  with  his  affertion  that  his  mo¬ 
ther  had  gone  to  Paunrah  — Strong 
prefumption,  it  muft  be  confefled, 
of  his  guilt.  He  has  therefore  been 
fully  committed  to  take  his  trial 
before  the  judge  of  circuit. 

APRIL. 


Capture  of  La  Gloire. 

It  is  with  the  higheft  fatisfaClion 
that  we  announce  the  capture  of  the 
French  privateer  La  Gloire ,  by 
Captain  'Waller,  of  his  Majefty’s 
brig  Alb  at  r of . 

Captain  Waller  fell  in  with  La 
Gloire ,  in  the  latitude  of  15°  N. 
and  8/;  E.  longitude,  and,  after  a 
long  chafe,  came  up  with  her  about 
noon,  on  the  23d  ultimo,  when  a 
clofe  and  fevere  aCiion  enfued,  and- 
which  continued  for  twenty  minutes, 
when  Captain  Burgoine  ftruck  the 
republican  flag  to  the  fuperior 
prowefs  and  gallantry  of  his  Britifh 
opponent. 

La  Gloire  had  five  killed  and 
twelve  wounded  ;  among  the  latter 
were  Captain  Burgoine  and  feveral 
of  his  officers. 

The  Albatrofs  has  not  loft  a  fin- 
gle  man  of  her  gallant  crew,  either 
killed  or  wounded. 

The  aCtive  zeal,  the  fpirited  ex¬ 
ertion,  and  the  gallantry  manifefted 
by  Captain  Waller,  in  the  capture 
of  two  of  the  enemy’s  cruizers, 
within  the  fliort  period  of  a  few 
weeks,  is  too  confpicuous  to  need 
the  feeble  and  tranfitory  blazon  in 
our  power  to  beftow  :  the  merit  of 
this  valuable  officer  will,  doubt- 
lefs,  be  juftly  appreciated  by  thofe 
whofe  peculiar  province  it  is  to  re¬ 
ward  it  as  it  deferves  :  we  have 
therefore  only  to  congratulate  the 

commercial 
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commercial  part  of  fociety  on  the 
capture  of  an  enterprifing  enemy, 
■whofe  fuccefsful  inroads  on  their 
property  they  have  fo  long  and  fo 
repeatedly  experienced.  m 

La  G lot  re  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the 
faded  failing  velfels  now  exifting ; 
Captain  Burgoine  dates,  that  he 
could  with  eafe  have  efcaped  from 
the  Albatrofsy  but  that  his  crew 
would  not  permit  him :  he  alfo 
fpeaks  in  high  terms  of  the  exertions 
of  Lieutenant  Froil,  the  commander 
ot  the  Morninp-ton,  who  had  re- 

o  ' 

cently  chafed  him  for  three  days, 
during  which  he  raanifeded  great 
•fed  11  and  ability  in  his  endeavours 
to  come  up  with  La  G  lot  re,  , 

.  The  Albatrofsy  with  her  prize, 
anchored  in  the  roads  on  Monday 
at  y  a.  m. 


The  New  Madras  Infurance  Com¬ 
pany  have  requefted  of  Captain 
Waller  to  accept  a  fword,  of  the 
value  of  2001.  as  a  mark  of  the 
high  fenfe  they  entertain  of  his 
manly  conduct  and  activity,  of 
which  he  has  dgnified  his  accept¬ 
ance  in  the  following  terms : — 

GENTLEMEN, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  yederday,  and 
am  happvto  think,  that  in  the  performance 
of  my  duty,  you  confider  I  have  been 
ferviceable  to  the  underwriters  and  mer¬ 
cantile  part  of  India  ;  the  fword  you  are 
fo  polite  as  to  requed  me  to  accept,  I  re¬ 
ceive  with  pleafure,  as  a  mark  of  your 
efteem. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  mod  obedient  humble  fervant, 
William  Waller. 
Madras,  April  8,.  1801. 

To  the  Nenv  Madras  Infurance  Company. 

The  Old  Madras  Infurance  Com¬ 
pany  have  prefemed  Captain  Wal¬ 
ler,  of  his  Majedy’s  brig  Albatro/sy 
with  a  piece  of  plate,  of  the  value 
of  two  hundred  pounds.  It  had 
been  the  intention  of  that  cilice  to 


have  prefented  Captain  Waller  with 
a  fword  of  the  above  value,  as 
being  a  more  appropriate  teftimonial 
of  the  high  fenfe  they  entertained 
of  his  merit  and  exertions  ;  but 
having  been  anticipated  in  that  in¬ 
dance,  the  following  letter  was 
addrefl’ed  to  Captain  Waller,  by 
the  agents  to  the  Old  Infurance 
Company,  on  the  14  th  inftant* 

To  Captain  Waller, 

Commanding  H.  M.  Brig  Albatrofs. 

SIR, 

It  is  with  peculiar  fatisfaftion  that  w® 
offer  you  the  congratulations  of  the  Old 
Madras  Iniurartce  Company,  on  the  late 
fpirited  and  gallant  conduct  manifeded  by 
you  in  the  capture  of  the  enemy’s  cruizers 
L'Adele  and  La  Gloire ;  at  the  fame 
time  we  thus  communicate  the  tribute  oi 
praife  due  to  you,  we  are  directed  to  re¬ 
qued  you  will  do  the  Company  the  honour 
to  accept  the  accompanying  piece  of  plate, 
as  a  token  of  their  edeem  and  regard. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  mod  obedient  fervants, 
Lys  Sat ur  &  D’Mon  i  e„ 

\  Agents  to  the  Company. 

The  following  letter,  in  anfwer 
to  the  above,  was  the  fame  day  re¬ 
ceived  by  tha  Old  Infurance  Com¬ 
pany  from  Captain  Waller ; 

To  the  Old  Madras  Infurance  Company , 

GE  NTLEMEN, 

Much  obliged  by  your  polite  attention, 
and  gratified  that  you  confider  my  iervices 
ufeful,  I  accept  with  pleafure  the  hand- 
fome  prefent  of  plate  you  are  plealed  to 
honcurme  with,  and  remain,  Gentlemen, 
With  great  refpeft, 

Your  obedient  fervant, 

w.  Waller,. 


G.  O.  By  Government. 

Fort  St.  George,  April  15,  1801, 
The  right  honourable  the  Go¬ 
vernor  in  council  has  received,  with 
much  regret,  a  report  of  the  death 
of  Subidar  Shaik  Ibrahim,  of  his 
lordfhip’s  body  guard,  in  a  gallant 
and  fuccefsful  charge,  led  by  Lieu- 
tenant  James  Grant,  againd  the  re¬ 
bels  of  Tinnevelly  on  the  30th  of 

* 

laft  month* 
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A  rare  combination  of  military 
talents  has  rendered  the  character 
of  Shaik  Ibrahim  familiar  to  the 
officers  of  the  army.  To  cool  de- 
cifion,  and  daring  valour,  he  added 
that  fober  judgment,  and  thofe  ho. 
nourable  fentiments,  which  raifed 
him  far  above  the  level  of  his  rank 
in  life  :  an  exploit  of  uncommon 
energy  and  perfonal  exertion  ter¬ 
minated  his  career,  and  the  laft 
effort  of  his  voice  breathed  honour, 
attachment,  and  fidelity. 

The  Governor  in  council  being 
defirous  of  marking  to  the  army  his 
lordfhip’s  fenfe  of  the  virtues  and 
attainments  which  have  rendered 
the  death  of  this  native  officer  a 
fevere  lofs  to  the  fervice,  has  been 
pleafed  to  confer  on  his  family  a 
pen  lion  equal  to  the  pay  of  a  fubi- 
dar  of  the  body  guard,  being  30 
pagodas  per  month  ;  and  his  lord- 
fhip  has  farther  directed  that  a  cer¬ 
tificate  to  this  effect,  tranflated 
into  Perfian  and  Hinduftanee,  may 
be  prefented  to  the  family  as  a  re. 
cord  of  the  grift,  and  a  tribute  to 
the  memorv  of  the  brave  fubidar 
Shaik  Ibrahim. 

The  right  honourable  the  Go¬ 
vernor  has  been  pleafed  to  appoint 
Captain  Mark  Wilks  to  be  private 
fecretary,  and  Major  Alex.  Grant, 
military  fecretary,  to  his  lordfhip. 

Fort  St.  George,  28th  April  1801. 

Circumftances  having  occurred 
which  enable  the  right  honourable 
the  Governor  in  council  to  avail 
himfelf  again  of  the  fer vices  of  the 
hon.  Colonel  Wellefley  ;  his  Lord- 
fhip  in  council  is  pleafed  to  direbt 
that  Colonel  Wellefley  fhal).  return 
to  Seringapatam,  and  refume  the 
command  of  the  forces  in  My  fore. 

The  Governor  in  council  takes 
this  opportunity  of  expreffmg  his 
Lordfhip’s  high  fenfe  and  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Ste- 


venfon  in  the  command  of  the  forces 
in  Myfore  during  the  abfence  of 
the  hon.  Colonel  Wellefley,  and  the 
eminent  fuccefs  which  has  attended 
the  operations  entrufted  to  that 
officer  in  Malabar,  having  entitled 
him  to  a  diftinguifhed  mark  of  his 
Lordfhip’s  approbation,  the  Gover¬ 
nor  in  council  has  refolved  to  ap¬ 
point  Colonel  Stevenfon  to  the  fpe- 
cial  command  of  the  provinces  of 
Malabar  and  Canara,  under  the 
orders  of  the  officer  commanding  in 
Myfore. 

Orders  of  his  Excellency  the  Mojl 
Nobit t  the  Governor-General  in 
Council . 

Fort  William,  April  go,  1801. 
His  Excellency  the  molt  noble 
the  Governor-general  in  council  re¬ 
cords  the  following  copy  of  a  let¬ 
ter,  addreffed  to  him  by  the  right 
hon.  Henry  Dundas,  one  of  his 
Majefty’s  principal  fecretaries  of 
Hate,  and  the  copy  of  the  order  of 
his  Majefty  in  council,  dated  the 
5th  November  1800,  referred  te 
in  that  letter. 

CIR CULAR. 

Downing-ftreet,  Nov.  27,  1800. 
My  Lord, 

Inclofed  I  tranfmit  to  your  Lordfhip,  by 
the  Knig’s  command,  a  printed  copy  of 
his  Majefiy’s  order  in  council  of  the  "5th 
inflant,  fettling  the  royal  flyle  and  title, 
and  alfo  the  enfigns  armorial,  on  the  union 
of  the  two  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  drafts  of  the  royal  arms, 
Aandard,  and  the  union  flags,  are  alfo  an¬ 
nexed;  and  I  am  to  defire  that  you  will 
caute  the  fame  to  be  made  known  and 
carried  into  effedf  in  all  the  prefidencies, 
forts,  and  pofleflions  of  the  Crown  and 
of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  under  your 
Lordfhip’s  government  and  command. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lordfhip’s  mofl  obedient, 
humble  iervant, 

(Signed)  Hrnry  Dukdas. 
The  Marquis  Welle/ley,  <Tc.  &c.  &c. 

In  obedience  to  his  Majeffy’s 
commands,  his  Excellency  the  moll 

noble 
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noble  the  Governor-general  in  coiin-  to  the  fuperintendetice,  direction, 
cil  orders,  that  on  the  fourth  day  and  control  of  his  excellency  iu 
of  June  next,  being  the  anniverfary  council. 

of  his  Majelly’s  birth-day,  and  His  excellency  the  moll  noble 
from  and  after  that  day,  the  flags  the  Governor-general  in  council 
and  banners  of  the  united  kingdoms  directs,  that  a  copy  of  the  foregoing 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  be  order,  and  copies  of  the  drafts  of 
ufed  throughout  the  polfelfions  of  the  flags  and  banners  referred  to  in 
the  Crown  and  of  the  Englilh  Fall-  his  Majelly’s  order  in  council, 
India  Company  under  his  excel,  dated  the  5th  November  1800,  be 
lency’s  government  and  command  ;  tranfmitted  to  the  governments  of 


and  that  accordingly  the  faid  flags 
and  banners  be  hoifted  and  difplayed 
under  the  ufual  honours,  on  the 
fourth  day  of  June  next,  or  as  foon 
after  that  day  as  may  be  practica¬ 
ble,  on  all  the  forts  and  callles,  and 
in  all  the  garrifons  of  his  Ma jelly, 

and  of  the  honourable  the  Thnorlifh 

Fort  St.  George,  Bombay,  and 
Ceylon,  and  to  his  excellency  the 
commander  in  chief  of  his  Majelly’s 
and  the  honourable  Company's 
forces  in  the  Eall-Indies, 

By  command  of  his  excellency 
the  moll  noble  the  Governor-ge¬ 
neral  in  eonnril 

Eall-Tndia  Company,  within  the  •  G.  H.  Barlow, 

Britifh  territories  in  India,  fubjeft  Chief  Sec.  to  the  Govt, 
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CIVIL  APPOINTMENTS,  &c. 


BENGAL. 


March,  1800. 

Mi'.  Thomas  Brown,  commercial  refident 
at  Patna,  vice  Mr.  E.E.  Pote,  refgned. 

April. 

Mr.  T.  Parr,  fecretary  to  the  Board  of 
trade,  vice  Mr.  Edmonftone. 

Mr.  Y.  Burges,  judge  and  magiftrate  of 
Dinagepore,  vice  Mr.  Parr, 

Mr.  John  Stracey,  judge  and  magiftrate 
of  Moinenfing,  vice  Mr.  Gregory,  re¬ 
ft  gned. 

Mr.  Cornelius  Fryer,  judge  and  magiilrate 
of  Ramghur. 

Mr.  Robert  Cunnyngham,  colleclor  of 
Burdwan. 

Mr.T.H.  Ernft,  collector  of  Midnapore. 

Mr.  G.  P.  Ricketts,  collector  of  Tirhoot. 

The  Hon.  Frederick  Fitzroy,  colleclor  of 
the  twenty-four  pergunnahs. 

Mr.  John  Mackenzie,  affay-mafter. 

Mr.  E.  Golding,  head-aiTiflant  in  the  office 
of  fecretary  to  Government,  in  the  fe- 
cret,  political  and  foreign  department. 

Lieutenant  T.  Sydenham,  fecretary  to  the 
refident  at  Hyderabad. 

Mr.  Henry  Ruffel,  afiiftant-fecretary  to 
ditto. 

Mr.  Matthew  Louis,  coroner  for  the 
town  of  Calcutta,  vice  Mr.  A.  Macklew. 

Mr.  Philip  Coales,  commercial  refident  at 
Coffimbazor. 

Mr.  Henry  Williams,  commercial  refident 
at  Chittagong,  vice  Mr.  Coales. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Paxton,  head-amftant  to  the 
commercial  refident  at  Patna. 

Mr.  Charles  Elliot,  fecond  affiftant  to  do. 

Mr.  Mumford,  head-affiftant  to  the  fub- 
treafurer. 

Mr.  W.  Cowell,  regiffier  to  the  provincial 
court  of  Appeal  and  court  c£  Circuit 
for  the  divifion  of  Benares. 

Lord  H.  Stuart,  regiffier  to  the  zillah  court 
of  Moorlhedabad,  vice  Cowell. 

Mr.  S.  Macan,  regiffier  to  the  city  court 
of  Dacca. 

Mr,  Courtney  Smith,  head-affiiffiant  in  the 
office  of  the  fecretary  to  the  Board  of 
Revenue,  and  affiftant  to  the  Perfian 
and  Bengal  tfanflator  to  that  Board. 


Mr.  George  Chefter,  affiftant  to  the  re- 
gifter  to  the  Sudder  Dewanny  and  Niz- 
amut  Adawluts. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Simpfon,  junior  counfel  to  tire 
Hon.  Company,  vice  Mr.  Bateman. 

May. 

Mr.  Henry  Parry,  affiftant  to  the  regiffier 
to  the  judge  of  Tipperah,  and  affiftant 
to  the  magiftrate  of  that. zillah. 

Mr.  Samuel  Davis,  fuperintendant-general 
of  police,  juftice  of  the  peace  for  the 
town  of  Calcutta,  and  firft  magiftrate 
of  the  twenty-four  pergunnahs  and 
diftricts  adjacent  to  Calcutta. 

Mr.  S.  Davis,  Mr.  C.  F.  Martyn,  Mr. 
W.  C.  Blaquiere,  Mr.  A.  Macklew, 
Mr.  E.Thorcton,  and  Captain  C.  Wy¬ 
att,  to  be  commiffioners  of  police. 

Mr.  Martyn,  Mr.  Blaquiere,  Mr.  Mack¬ 
lew,  and  Mr  Thoroton,  magiftrates  cf 
the  twenty-four  pergunnahs  and  dif- 
tridls  adjacent  to  Calcutta. 

Mr.  Francis  Hawkins,  to  be  judge  and 
magiftrate  of  the  city  of  Benares. 

Mr.  William  Camac,  third  judge  of  the 
provincial  court  of  Appeal  and  the 
court  of  Circuit  for  the  divifion  of  Cal¬ 
cutta. 

Mr.  John  Hall,  paymafter  of  the  artillery, 
garrifon  and  ordnance  departments  of 
the  troops  at  the  Prefidency  and  Ber- 
hampore,  and  of  the  King’s  and  Com¬ 
pany’s  allowances  to  his  Majefty’s 
troops,  vice  Mr.  L.  Collin gs,  deceafed. 

Tune. 

J 

Mr.  John  Dickens,  judge  and  magiftrate 
of  the  fettlement  of  Prince  of  Wales’s 
Bland. 

July. 

Mr.  John  Gilchrift,  fecretary  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  for  the  examination  of  the  junior 
civil  fervants  in  the  Hinduftanee  and 
Perfian  languages. 

October. 

Mr.  Francis  Pierard,  judge  and  magiftrate 
of  the  zillah  of  Purneah. 

Mr. 
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Vfr.  John  Melvill,  judge  and  magiftrate 
of  the  city  of  Dacca. 

Vlr.  Samuel  Middleton,  judge  and  ma¬ 
giftrate  of  the  zillah  of  JelTore. 

Vlr.  James  Wintle,  judge  and  magiftrate 
of  the  zillah  of  Backergunge. 

Vlr.  William,  Brodie,  regiiler  of  the  zillah 
court  of  Moorlhedabad. 

Vlr.  William-Edward  Rees,  register  of  the 
zillah  court  of  Purneah. 

Vlr.  James  Irwin,  regiiler  of  the  zillah 
court  of  Dacca. 

Vlr.  William  Spedding,  affiilant  to  the 
regiiler,  and  fecond  affiilant  to  the  ma> 
giftrate  of  the  zillah  of  Backergunge. 

Vlr.  William-Towers  Smith,  to  officiate 
as  judge  and  magiftrate  of  Ramghur. 

Mr.  John  Deane,  to  officiate  as  judge  and 
magillrate  of  the  city  of  Benares. 

Mr.  James-Thomas  Grant,  to  officiate  as 
regiiler  of  the  provincial  court  of  Be¬ 
nares. 

Mr.  Robert-Keith  Dick,  to  officiate  as 
regiiler  of  the  provincial  court  of  Dacca. 

Mr.  John  Sanford,  to  officiate  as  regiiler 
of  the  zillah  court  of  Juqnpore. 

Mr.  William-Edward  Wyncn,  to  officiate 
as  regiiler  of  the  zillah  court  of  Mir- 
zapore. 

Mr.  William-Orton  Salmon,  to  officiate 
as  regiiler  of  the  zillah  court  of  Behar. 

Mr.  Henry  Parry,  to  officiate  as  regiiler 
of  the  zillah  court  of  Tipperah. 

Mr.  Robert  Graham,  to  officiate  as  regis¬ 
ter  of  the  city  of  Patna. 

Mr.  William  Parker,  to  officiate  as  trans¬ 
lator  to  the  Sudder  Dewanny  and  Ni- 
zamut  Adawluts. 

Mr.  Robert  Ker,  collector  of  Chittagong. 

Mr.  Thomas  Thornhill,  collector  of  Tef- 
fore. 

Mr.  Courtney  Smith,  colledlor  of  Dina- 
gepore. 

Mr.  William  Cowell,  to  officiate  as  col¬ 
lector  of  Beerbhoom. 

The  Hon.  James  R.  Elphinllone,  to  offi¬ 
ciate  as  collector  of  Shahabad. 

Mr.  John  Ryley,  to  officiate  as  collector 
of  Tipperah. 

November. 

Mr.  John  Adam,  head-affiflant  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  in  the  revenue  and  judicial  de¬ 
partments. 

Mr.  John  Fendall,  appointed  to  officiate 
as  third  judge  of  the  Dacca  provincial 
court. 

Mr.  John  StonehouSc,  appointed  fourth 
judge  of  the  provincial  court  of  Appeal 
and  court  of  Circuit  for  the  divifion  of 
Dacca. 


January,  1801. 

Mr.  Edward  Scott  Waring,  affiilant  pro- 
felTor  of  Hinduftanee  language  in  the 
college  of  Fort  William. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  William  Kirkpatrick, 
reSident  at  Poonah,  in  the  room  of  Co¬ 
lonel  Palmer,  refigned. 

Mr.  N,  B.  Edmonftone,  Secretary  to  the 
Government,  in  the  Secret,  political  and 
foreign  department. 

Mr.  Edward  Strachey,  Secretary,  and  the 
hon.  Mr.  Elphinllone,  affiilant-fecretary 
to  the  refident  at  Poonah. 

Mr.  Charles  Law,  to  adt  as  marine  pay- 
maller  and  naval  llorekeeper. 

Mr.  Bryant  Mafon,  to  take  charge  of  the 
Salt  agency  of  Tumlook. 

February. 

Mr.  William  Farquharfon,  to  take  charge 
of  the  Salt  agency  of  Hidgellee. 

Mr.  Edward  Pytts  Middleton,  to  take 
charge  of  the  Salt  agency  of  the  twenty- 
four  pergunnahs. 

Mr.  James  Stuart,  appointed  to  the  office 
of  deputy  regifter  of  the  Sudder  Dew¬ 
anny  Adawlut  and  Nizamut  Adawlut. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Cox,  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Revenue, 

Mr.  Burrifc  Crifp,  fecond  judge  of  the 
court  of  Appeal  and  court  of  Circuit 
for  the  divifion  of  Calcutta. 

Mr.  John  Stonehoufe,  third  judge  of  ditto. 

Mr.  Jofeph-Thomas  Brown,  reporter-ge¬ 
neral  of  external  commerce  in  India. 

March. 

Mr.  Thomas  Philpot,  commercial  refident 
at  S  antipore. 

Mr.  Henry  William  Droz,  commercial 
refident  at  Rungpore. 

Mr.  Charles  Milner  Ricketts,  commercial 
refident  at  Commercolly. 

Mr.  F.  Balfour,  firll  affiftant  to  the  Secre¬ 
tary,  and  affiilant  to  the  Perfian  and 
Bengal  tranflator  to  the  Board  of  Re¬ 
venue. 

Mr.  E.  Moore,  affiilant  to  the  refident  of 
the  Board  of  Revenue,  and  fecond  af¬ 
fiftant  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  to 
that  Board. 

Mr.  Henry  St.  George  Tucker,  account¬ 
ant-general. 

Mr.  Robert  Bathurft,  military  paymafter- 
general. 

Mr.  George  Dowdefwell,  Secretary  to  the 
Government  in  the  revenue  and  judi¬ 
cial  department. 

Mr.  John  Fendall,  third  judge  of  the  pro¬ 
vincial  court  of  Appeal  and  court  of 
Circuit  for  the  divifion  of  Dacca. 

Mr.  James  Graham,  fourth  judge  of  ditto, 
ditto. 

t  E  %  Mr. 
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Mr.  Alfred  Tufton  ,  judge  end  magiftrate 
of  the  city  of  Moorfliedabad. 

Mr.  Thomas  Lenox  Napier  Sturt,  judge 
and  magiftrate  of  the  Zillah  of  Behar. 

Mr.  Lambert  Moiony,  judge  and  magis¬ 
trate  of  the  zillah  of  Chittagong. 

Mr.  William  Towers  Smith,  judge  and 
magiftrate  of  Ramghur. 

Mr.  James-Thomas  Grant,  regifter  of  the 
provincial  court  of  Appeal  and  court  of 
Circuit  for  the  divifion  of  Benares. 

Mr.  Robert  Keith  Dick,  regifter  of  the 
provincial  court  of  Appeal  and  court 
of  Circuit  for  the  divifion  of  Dacca. 

Mr.  Robert  Graham,  regifter  of  the  city 
court  of  Patna. 

Mr.  William  Orton  Salmon,  regifter  of 
the  zillah  court  of  Behar. 

Mr.  John  Sanford,  regifter  of  the  zillah 
court  of  Juanpore. 

Mr.  Ryley,  collector  of  Tipperah. 

Mr.  William  Cowell,  collector  of  Beerb- 
hoom. 

The  hon.  James  R.  Elj  hinftone,  collector 
of  Sarun. 


Mr.  Samuel  Swinton,  fub-export  ware- 
houfe-keeper. 

April. 

Peter  Speke,  efq.  chief  judge  of  the  courts 
of  S udder  Dewanny  Adawlut  and 
Nizamut  Adawlut. 

Mr.  John  Lumfden,  puifne  judge  of  ditto 
ditto. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Harington,  ditto  ditto  ditto 

Mr.  James  Stuart,  regifter  to  do  do.  do. 

Mr.  Samuel  Davis,  third  member  of  the 
Board  of  Revenue. 

Mr.  Charles  Buller,  fecretary  to  do.  do. 

Mr.F.  Balfour,  fub-fecretary  to  ditto  ditto 
ditto. 

Mr.  A.  P.  Johnftone,  Perfian  and  Bengal 
tranflator  to  ditto  ditto. 

Mr.  E.  Moore,  head-affiftant  in  the  office 
of  the  fecretary  to  the  Board  of  Reve¬ 
nue,  and  affiftant  to  the  Perfian  and 
Bengal  tranflator  to  that  Board. 

Mr.  Alfred  Tufton,  re-appointed  judge 
and  magiftrate  of  Behar, 


MADRAS. 


April,  iSco. 

Mr.  John  Caftamajor,  commercial  reft- 
dent  at  Palamcottah. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Sullivan,  deputy  ditto. 

Mr.  Edward  Terry,  affiftant  to  ditto. 

Mr.  George  Parifh,  affiftant  to  the  col¬ 
ie  61  or  at  Canara. 

Mr.  John  Collins,  deputy  commercial  re¬ 
sident  at  Salem. 

Mr.  Charles  Hyde,  affiftant  to  ditto. 
May. 

Mr.  Peter  Cherry,  head-affiftant  to  the 
colledior  at  Guntoor. 

Mr.  F.  A.  Rohfon,  affiftant  to  the  colledlor 
in  the  Second  divifion  of  the  Vizagapa- 
tam  diftricL 

Mr.  John  Goldingham,  civil  engineer. 

June. 

Jofiah  Webbe,  efq.  chief  fecretary  to  go¬ 
vernment. 

Major  Robert  Turing,  fecretary  to  Go¬ 
vernment  in  the  military  department. 

Mr.  George  Buchan,  ditto  in  the  general 
and  commercial  department. 

Mr.  John  Hodgfon,  ditto  in  the  revenue 
and  judicial  department. 

Mr.  G.  Read,  Malabar  tranflator  to  Go¬ 
vernment 

Mr.  William  Brown,  colledor  at  Guntcor 


Mr.  Robert  Alexander,  ditto  at  Vizaga- 
patam. 

Mr.  E.C.  Greenway,  ditto  in  the  Jaghire. 

August. 

Mr.  Charles  Higginfon,  affiftant  to  Go¬ 
vernment  in  the  general  and  commer¬ 
cial  department. 

Mr.  William  Chaplin,  ditto. 

Mr.  Edward  Wood,  ditto,  under  the  fub- 
treafurer. 

Mr.  S.  R.  Hamilton,  affiftant  in  the  re¬ 
venue  and  judicial  department. 

Mr.  T.  Hamilton,  ditto. 

Mr.  R.  Charles  Rofs,  affiftant  under  the. 
fecretary  to  the  board  of  revenue. 

Mr.  William  Clark,  matter  attendant  at 
Carringa,  vice  Marfhall. 

Mr.  W.  G  arrow,  deputy  fecretary  to  the 
Board  of  Trade. 

Mr.  B.  Randal,  affiftant  to  the  commer¬ 
cial  refident  at  Cuddalore. 

Mr.  E.  P.  Blake,  affiftant  to  the  commer¬ 
cial  refident  at  Maddepolam. 

September. 

Mr.  Andrew  Scott,  colledlor  at  Guntoor* 
vice  W.  Brown. 

Mr.  W.  Brown,  ditto  at  Ganjam. 

Mr.  P.  Cherry,  ditto  at  Chicacole. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Latham,  affiftant  to  ditto 

Mr. 
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\iz.  Edward  Powney,  aftiftant  to  the  col¬ 
lector  at  Manargoody. 

Air.  David  Couft,  aftiftant  to  the  collector 
in  the  Jaghire. 

Mr.  A.  Brooke,  aftiftant  to  the  collector 
of  government  cuftoms,  Madras. 

Mr.  G.  Gowan,  ditto  to  ditto  at  Canara. 

Mr.  J.  Hunt,  mater  attendant  at  Nega- 
patam. 

December. 

Air.  John  Turing,  deputy  poftmafter-ge- 
neral. 

Mr.  James  Taylor,  in  charge  of  the  im¬ 
port  warehoufe. 


Mr.  Robert  Andrews,  alderman  in  the 
court  of  the  recorder. 

Mr.  Richard  Yeldham,  elected  mayor  for 
the  enfuing  year. 

Mr.  John  Binny,  iheriff  for  ditto. 

Mr.  George  Parifh,  head-afliftant  under 
the  collector  of  Polygar  Peifhcufh. 

Mr.  Andrew  Barclay,  ditto  to  the  collec¬ 
tor  at  Dmdigul. 

Mr.  A.  G.  Blake,  aftiftant  to  the  collector 
at  Chicacole. 

Mr.  George  Palke,  ditto  at  Ganjam. 

Mr.  M.  G.  Hudfon,  ditto  at  Guntoor. 


BOMBAY. 


April,  1800. 

Aftiftant  Surgeon  Kier  is  appointed  to 
the  medical  duties  of  the  civil  line  of 
the  fervice. 

Samuel  Rollefton  is  appointed  refident  of 
Fort  Victoria. 

John  Morrifon,  provincial  fecond  aftiftant 
to  the  commercial  board  at  Surat,  vice 
Smith,  proceeding  to  China  for  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  his  health. 

William  Crawfurd,  aftiftant  to  the  collec¬ 
tor  of  Bombay. 


December. 

Mr.  Fletcher  Hayes,  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  fenior  merchant,  vice  C.  C  El- 
phinftone,  deceafed ;  and  P.  Le  Mef- 
funer  to  fill  up  the  vacancy  in  the  lift 
of  junior  merchants,  occafioned  by  Mr. 
Hayes’s  promotion. 

Nathan  Crow,  appointed  judge  an^  ma- 
giftrate  at  Surat,  vice  Ramfay,  per¬ 
mitted  to  proceed  to  England, 


MILITARY  PROMOTIONS,  See. 


BENGAL. 


In  His  Majesty’s  Regiments . 


FEBRUARY,  l8oo. 

By  bis  Excellency  Lieut.  General  Sir 
A  lured  Clarke,  K.  B.  Commander  in 
Chief. 

Lieut.  Berrington  Bradfhaw,  of  the  Both 
regiment,  to  be  major  of  brigade  to  his 
Majefty’s  troop§  ferving  under  the  pre- 
fidency  of  Bengal,  vice  Captain  Sir 
George  Leith,  who  refigns ;  Feb.  19, 
1800. 

Hjyth  Light  Drag. — Lieut.  J.  Varnon, 
from  ,51ft  foot,  to  be  lieutenant,  vice 
D.  Perring,  who  exchanges ;  Feb.  1. 
lytb  Foot— Lieut.  J.  Kerr  to  be  adjutant 


without  purebafe,  vice  T.  A.  Kenne¬ 
dy,  who  refigns  ;  Jan.  18. 

517?  do-  —  Lieut.  D.  Gerring,  from  the 
25th  regiment  light  drag,  to  be  lieute¬ 
nant,  vice  J.  Vernon,  who  exchanges ; 
Feb.  1. 

73 d  do. — Enfign  J.  M.  Jackfon  to  be 
lieutenant  by  purchafe,  vice  J.  Todd, 
promoted;  Jan.  4. 

MAR  C  H. 

2jih  Light  Drag. — Ouarter-mafter  Vin¬ 
cent  Beatty  to  be  adjutant  without  pur¬ 
chafe,  vice  Richard  Coyell,  who  re- 
ligns;  March  7,  1800. 

J  £  3  23d 
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33^  F°ot — Serjeant-major  Rich.  Turton 
to  be  enfign  by  purchafe,  vice  J.  War¬ 
ren,  promoted;  Feb.  20. 

73  d  do. — Enfign  A.  Morris  to  be  lieu¬ 
tenant,  vice  Garden  Leith,  deceaicd  ; 
Feb.  23.  Henry  Glenbolme,  gent,  to 
be  enfign  without  purchafe,  vice  Mor¬ 
ans,  promoted  ;  do. 

7 \tb  do. — William  Moore,  gent,  to  be 
enfign  by  purchafe,  vice  A.  W.  Camp¬ 
bell,  promoted ;  Feb.  28. 

7 ^tb  do. — Lieut.  A.  Macneil,  from  the 
Scotch  brigade,  to  be  lieutenant,  vice 
R.  Wimbleton,  who  exchanges ;  Feb. 
22. 

78//;  do.~ -Lieut.  D.  Grant  to  be  captain 
of  a  company  by  purchafe,  vice  the 
hon.  G.  A.  Cochrane,  promoted ; 
Jan.  19,  i8cp.  Enfign  A  lured  Clarke 
to  be  lieutenant  by  purchafe,  vice  D. 
Grant,  promoted ;  do.  J.  Douglas, 
gent,  to  be  enfign  by  purchafe,  vice  A. 
Clarke,  promoted  ;  do. 

$58 th  do — Thomas  Rogers,  gent,  to  be 
enfign  by  purchafe,  vice  Hanlon  ;  Dee. 
21,  1799. 

Scotch  Brigade  —  Lieut.  R.  Wimbleton, 
from  the  75th  reg.  to  be  lieutenant, 
vice  A.  Macneil,  who  exchanges  j 
Feb.  22,  1800. 

APRIL. 

Regiment  de  Meuron — Serjeant  Henry 
Kerns  to  be  quarter-mafter ;  Jan.  1. 

77 th  Regiment  —  Enfign  Kilfha  to  be 
lieutenant,  vice  Jacob  Mqrbnd,  de- 
ceafed  ;  April  2,  W.  Porter,  gent, 
to  be  enfign  without  purchafe,  vice 
Kilfha,  promoted  ;  do. 

By  his  Majejiy. 

Vjth  Bight  Drag. — R  Davies,  gent,  to 
be  veterinary  furgeon  ;  July  3,  1799. 

12 th  Foot — Lieut,  j.  Crawford  to  be 
captain  by  purchafe,  vice  Moore,  who 
retires ;  Sept.  15,  1798. 

19 th  do. — Capt.  j.  W.  Evans,  from  the 
^2d  foot,  to  be  captain,  vice  Steill, 
who  exchanges  ;  Aug.  3 1 . — To  be  E11- 
figns,  J.  Nixon,  gent,  without  pur¬ 
chafe,  vice  Fred,  who  refigns ;  Nov. 
17,  1799.  J.  Gray,  gent,  without 
purch'afe';  July  18,  1706.  Enfign  S. 
F.  FYeill,  from  the  33d  foot,  vice 
Gray,  whq  exchanges;  and  A.  Robfon, 
gent,  by  purchafe,  vice  Vilant,  pro¬ 
moted  ;  OR.  13,  1798. 

do.  —  Enfign  J.  Gray,  from  the 
19th  foot,  to  be  enfign,  vice  Freill ; 
Sept.  12,  1798.  W.  A-  Irvine,  genu 
to  be  enfign  by  purchafe,  vice  Mac- 
dougall,  promoted ;  OR.  5.  Lieut. 

Champion,  from  the  half  pay  of 
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the  19th  foot,  to  be  lieutenant,  vige 
Robertfon,  who  exchanges;  July  3, 
1-799'  . 

51 j*  do.  —  Lieut.  M.  J.  O’Connell,  from 
the  half  pay  of  the  late  4th  reg.  of  the 
Infh  Brigade,  to  be  lieutenant,  vice 
Jack  fori,  Muperfeded  ;  July  3,  1799. 
J.  Campbell,  gent,  to  be  enfign  by 
purchafe,  vice  Tolfrey,  promoted  in 
the  26th  foot;  June  12,  1797.  J. 
Cole,  gent,  to  be  enfign  by  purchafe, 
vice  Marquis  of  Tullibardine,  pro¬ 
moted;  Aug.  16,  1799. 

73^  do.— Major  M.  Moneypenny,  from 
the  78th  foot,  to  be  lieutenant-colonel 
by  purchafe,  vice  Spens,  who  retires; 
Aug.  30,  1798.  Enfign  S.  Orr  to 
fie  lieutenant  by  purchafe,  vice  Tho¬ 
mas,  promoted  in  the  16th  iroot ;  OR. 
ip.  Capt.  G.  Pearfqn,  from  the  6oth 
foot,  to  be  captain,  vice  Porver,  who 
exchanges;  July  25,  1799. 

74 th  do. — W.  M.  Charlton,  gent,  to  be 
enfign  by  purchafe,  vice  Engel, "pro¬ 
moted  in  the  75th  foot;  May  10, 
1798. 

7i)thdo. — Enfign  J.  Hail  to  be  lieute¬ 
nant  by  purchafe,  vice  Blafhfield,  whq 
retires  ;  July  18,  1799. 

7  6th  do. — J'.  M.  Sinclair,  gent,  to  be  enfign 
by  purchafe,  vice  Frith,  promoted; 
Nov.  2,  1798.  C.  Briftow,  gent,  to 
be  enfign  by  purefiafe,  vice  Farme,  whq 
retires;  Aug u ft  5,  1 799. 

7 7th  do. — C,  G.  Gray,  gent,  to  be  en¬ 
fign  without  purchafe,  vice  Anderfon, 
promoted;  Sept.  1,  1796.  Serjeant- 
major  H.  Fletcher  to  be  adjutant,  vice 
Campbell,  who  refigns  ;  Sept,  4,  1708. 
Lieut.  R.  Maclaughlan,  from  the 
79th  foot,  to  be  lieutenant  without 
purchafe,  vice  Arch.  Campbell,  pro¬ 
moted  ;  July  3,  1799. 

78 th  do. — Capt.  Alex.  Adams  to  be  ma¬ 
jor  by  purchafe,  vice  Moneypenny, 
promoted;  Aug.  30,  1798.  '  Lieut. 
T.  G.  Smollett  to  he  captain  by  pur¬ 
chafe,  vice  Adams ;  do.  Enfign  A. 
Macleod  to  be  lieutenant  by  purchafe, 
vice  Smollett ;  do.  Enfign  D.  Mac¬ 
kenzie  to  be  lieutenant  by  purchafe, 
vice  Hanfon,  removed  to  the  invalids  ; 
OR.  15.  G.  T.  D’ Aguilar,  gent,  to 
be  enfign  by  purchafe,  vice  Macleod, 
promoted  ;  Aug.'  30.  S.  FI.  Todd, 
gent,  to  be  enfign  by  purchafe,  vice 
Mackenzie;  OR.  15. 

8 oth  do.' — Lieut.  C.  Hardy,  from  the 
hair  pay  of  the  late  York  Fuzileers,  to 
be  lieutenant,  vice  Campbell,  who  ex¬ 
changes;  July  3,  1799. 

S^th  do,-—  Lieut.  Macquillicuddy, 
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from  the  half  pay  of  the  late  5th  regi¬ 
ment  of  the  Irifh*  Brigade,  to  be  lieute¬ 
nant,  vice  Marih,  who  exchanges; 
^7S9* 

C0//7  do. — Lieut.  P.  De  Latrc,  from  the 
81ft  foot,  to  be  lieutenant,  vice  Mafter- 

^  fon,  who  exchanges  ;  April  6. 

brevet — Officers  of  the  Eaft-lndia  Com¬ 
pany’s  forces  to  take  rank  by  brevet  in 
his  Majefty’s  army  in  the  Eaft  Indies 
only,  as  follow  :  To  be  colonels, 
Lieut,  colonels  John  Pater  and  A.  A. 
Langley;  Jan.  1,  1798:  and  to  be 
lieutenant-colonels,  Lieut.  Col.  Ro¬ 
bert  Croker,  Major  Bennet  Marlcy, 
and  Major  Dyfon  Marffiall ;  Jan.  1. 

may. 

By  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

ic)th  Foot — Lieut.  Alex.  Lawrence,  from 
the  77th,  to  be  captain-lieutenant,  vice 
T.  A.  Kennedy,  deceafed;  April  17, 
1800. 

j$th  do. — Enfign  T.  Cooper  to  be  lieu¬ 
tenant  by  purchafe,  vice  EL  Falvey, 
who  retires ;  May  14. 

77 th  do  — Enfign  r.  Maclaughan,  from 
the  78th,  to  be  lieutenant  without  pur¬ 
chafe,  vice  Alex.  Lawrence,  promoted 
in  19th  ;  Apiil  1 7. 

y%th  do. — L.  Campbell,  gent,  to  be  en¬ 
fign  without  purchafe,  vice  Peter  Mac- 
laughlan,  promoted  ;  do. 

8 6th  do. — P.  Jenney,  gent,  to  be  enfign 
without  purchafe,  vice  F  Campbell, 
promoted  in  Scotch  Brigade  ;  Feb.  23. 

Scotch  Brigade — Enfign  Fred.  Campbell, 
from  the  86th  foot,  to  be  lieutenant, 
vice  j  Black,  deceafed  ;  do. 

33 d  Soot—  G.  Weflcotr,  gent,  to  be  en¬ 
fign  by  purchafe,  vice  W.  A  Irvine, 
promoted  111  the  Scotch  Bu-ade. 

88 th  do. — Entign  H.  Milier  10  be  lieute¬ 
nant  by  purchafe,  vice  E.  Taylor,  who 
retires;  April  10,  1800.  J.  Macken¬ 
zie,  gent,  to  be  enfign  by  purchafe, 
vice  H.  Miller,  promoted. 

JUNE. 

27 th  Light  Drag. — Lieut.  Dawfon  Gre¬ 
gory,  from  the  29th  light  dragoons,  to 
be  lieutenant,  vice  James  Hayes,  who 
exchanges;  May  7,  1800. 

29 th  do. — Lieut,  J.  Hayes,  from  the  27th 
light  dragoons,  to  be  lieutenant,  vice 
Dawfon  Gregory,  who  exchanges;  do. 

7 ^th  Foot. — Enfign  C.  Young,  from  the 
86th  foot,  to  be  lieutenant,  vice  Peter 
Mackenzie,  deceafed;  May  15. 

76 th  d.o. — Enfign  Frederic  William  St. 
Aubin  to  be  lieutenant,  vice  Robert 
Frith,  deceafed;  May  28.  Charlton 


B.  Tucker,  gent,  to  be  enfign  without 
purchafe,  vice  St.  Aubm,  promoted ; 
do. 

8 6th  do.—- Neil  Maclaurin,  gent,  to  be 
enfign  without  purchafe,  vice  Corn¬ 
wallis  Young,  promoted  ;  May  15. 
Enfign  William  Baird,  from  the  76th 
regiment,  to  be  lieutenant  by  purchafe, 
vice  F.  Willis' Elliot,  who  retires; 
May  20. 

12 th  do. — Enfign  E.  Ncvill  to  be  lieu¬ 
tenant,  vice  W.  Langford,  deceafed; 
June  2.  C,  B.  Sale,  gent,  to  be  en¬ 
fign  without  purchafe,  vice  Ed.  Nevill, 
promoted ;  do.  Lieut.  Muf.  Shawe 
to  be  adjutant,  vice  W.  Langford, 
deceafed  ;  do. 

73 d  do.—  T.  Hooper,  gent,  to  be  enfign 
by  purchafe,  vice  J.  M.  Jackfon,  pro¬ 
moted  ;  April  6. 

Regiment  de  Meuron.—  Capt.-lieut.  J. 
T.  Bar  to  be  captain  of  a  company, 
vice  liaac  de  Meuron  du  Rochat,  de¬ 
ceafed;  May  23.  Lieut.  Nicolas  July 
de  Bergeon  to  be  captain-lieutenant, 
vice  Jean  T.1  Bar,  promoted;  do. 
Enfign  Fred.  Matthey  to  be  lieutenant, 
vice  J.  B.  Gachter,  who  declines; 
January  1.  J.  Reynolds,  gent,  to  be 
pa ym after  on  the  new  eftablifhment ; 
May  23. 

10 th  Foot. - Sullivan,  gent,  to  be 

enfign  bv  purchafe,  vice  M.  Bathurft, 
promoted  in  the  86th  regt. ;  June  25. 

By  His  Majefty. 

12th  Reg. — Lieut.  Col.  G.  W.  Rd. 
Harcourt,  from  the  40th  foot,  to  be 
lieutenant-colonel,  vice  Afton,  de¬ 
ceafed;  March  1,  179  9. 

JULY. 

His  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  appoint 

the  under-mentioned  officers  of  regiments 

in  the  Eaft-Indies  to  take  rank  in  the 

army  as  follows,  viz. 

7 0  be  Colonels — Lieut,  colonels  Staple- 
ton  Cotton,  of  the  25th  light  drag.  ; 
John  Murray,  of  the  84th  foot ;  Carr 
Beresford,  of  the  88th  ;  Charles  BailHe, 
►  of  the  ,51ft;  Samuel  Achmuty,  of  the 
75th  foot — Jan.  1,  1800. 

To  he  Lieutenant-Colonels — Majors  Wil¬ 
liam  Cullen,  of  the  Scotch  brigade  ; 
H.  Lewis  Dickenfon,  of  the  84th 
foot ;  Gordon  Skelly,  of  the  Scotch 
brigade ;  John  Mackenzie,  of  the  78th 
foot;  John  Shee.  of  the  33d;  Robert 
Bell,  'of  the  86th;  Hugh  Baillie,  of 
ditto;  E.  E.  Colman,  of  the  8jth  ; 
Benjamin  Forbes,  of  the  75th  ;  David 
Robertfon,  of  the  74th;  William 
Douglas,  of  do. ;  Alexander  Cumine, 
t  E  4  of 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  isoi 


78 

of  the  75th  ;  William  Frederick  Spry, 
of  the  77th ;  Edward  Mufgrave,  of 
the  76th  foot ;  Patrick  Maxwell,  of 
the  19th  light  dragoons — Jan.  1, 
1800. 

To  be  Majors — Captains  Charles  Suther¬ 
land,  of  the  74th  foot ;  Thomas  Pat- 
terfon,  of  the  19th  light  dragoons; 
Samuel  Swinton,  of  the  74th  foot ; 
John  Wflliam  Evans,  of  the  19th  ; 
Malcolm  M‘Pherfon,  of  the  77th ; 
Sir  George  Leith,  hart,  of  the  73d 
foot— -Jan.  1,  1800. 

Officers  of  the  Plon.  Eaft-India  Com¬ 
pany’s  fervice,  who,  from  their  handing 
m  the  army,  and  purfuant  to  the  late  re¬ 
gulations,  are  to  take  rank  by  brevet  in  his 
Maje fly’s  army  in  the  Eafi-Indies  only, 
as  follow;  the  commiffions  dated  the  id 
January  iSoo- — viz. 

To  be  Lieutenant-Colonels — Majors  Tho¬ 
mas  Holland,  John  Barton,  Nicholas 
Carnegie,  James  Gordon,  John  Horfe- 
ford,  Richard  Humphrys,  Patrick 
Alex.  Agnew,  Edward  Gibbings, 
Robert  Mackay,  John  Tendal  Evans, 
Heffor  Maclean,  Robert  Cameron, 
Thomas  Dallas,  John  Torin,  Keith 
Macahtier,  Charles  Fred.  Mandeville, 
Richard  Gore,  Francis  William  Bei¬ 
lis,  John  Little,  John  Wifeman, 
Henrv  Oakes,  Thomas  Marfhall, 
Charles  Reynolds,  Burnaby  Boles, 
George  Wflliam  Mignan,  William 
Home,  Andrew  Anderfon,  Charles 
Boye,  John  Macdonald,  James  Rom¬ 
ney,  Henry  Long,  Jacob  Thomfon, 
Jeremiah  Kawkes,  John  Baillie,  Jo¬ 
seph  Bland,  William  Henry  Blafhford. 
To  be  Majors-;— Capts.  R.  Walker,  Ed¬ 
ward  Pennington,  Thomas  Polhill, 
Alexander  Legertwood,  Andrew  Frafer, 
Edward  Tolfrey,  Samuel  Jeannerett, 
John  Chalmers,  George  Knox. 

By  bis  Majefiy. 

£5/6  Light  Drag. —  Lieut.  J.  Thomas, 
from  the  35th  foot,  to  be  lieutenant, 
vice  Brackenhury,  who  exchanges  ; 
A u guff  30,  1799. 

2 7/6  do. — M.  1'.  Harris,  gent,  to  be  cor¬ 
net,  vice  Hilton,  deceafed ;  Jan.  1. 
Lieut.  V.  L.  Ward,  from  the  17th 
light  drag,  to  be  lieutenant,  vice  Nef- 
bift,  who  exchanges ;  Off.  17. 

2g)tb  do. — P.  Rawlings,  gent,  to  be  cor- 
■  net  hv  purchafc,  vice  Tolley,  who  re¬ 
tires  ;  Aug.  23. 

22/6  Foot — Enfign  J.  Gordon,  from  the 
74th  foot,  lobe  lieutenant  by  purchafe, 
vice  Crawford,  promoted ;  Nov.  30. 
J798.  Lieut.  W,  Macpherfon,  from 
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the  7?d  foot,  to'  be  captain-lieutenant 
without  purchafe,  vice  O’Brien,  pro¬ 
moted  in  the  5th  foot ;  Aug.  3,  179 9, 

19 th  do. — Enfign  Robert  Ball,  from  the 
iff  Weft  India  regiment,  to  be  enfign 
by  purchafe,  vice  Cuff,  who  retires ; 

oa.3. 

51/?  do. — Lieut.  R.  O  Farrel,  from  the 
half-pay  of  the  late  iff  regt.  of  the  Irifh 
brigade,  to  be  lieutenant,  vice  Talbot, 
who  exchanges ;  Aug.  23.  Enfign  D. 
O’Donel,  from  the  N.  Mayo  militia, 
to  be  enfign  by  purchafe,  vice  Johnfon, 
promoted;  Off.  17. 

73^"  do. — J.  Guthrie,  gent,  to  be  enfign 
by  purchafe,  vice  Orr,  promoted ; 
Dec.  1,  1798. 

75//?  do.—T.  Cooper,  gent,  to  be  enfign 
by  purchafe,  vice  Macinnes,  who  re¬ 
tires ;  Nov.  10. 

78/6  do,— Capt-  A.  C.  B.  Crawford, 
from  the  3d  Weft  India  regt.  to  be 
captain,  vice  Scott,  who  exchanges ; 
Get.  3,  1799. 

84 th  do. — J.  Jenkins,  gent,  to  be  enfign 
by  purchafe,  vice  Dale,  promoted  ; 
Gel.  3. 

86/6  do. — Lieut.  J.  Fox,  from  the  49th 
foot,  to  be  lieutenant,  vice  Hudfori, 
who  exchanges  ;  Aug.  5.  Enfign  J. 
Carr,  from  the  Northumberland  fenci- 
bles,  to  be  quarter-mafter,  vice  Hud<- 
fon,  whorefigns;  Sept.  12. 

88/6  do. — W.  Thompfon,  gent,  to  be 
enfign  by  purchafe,  vice  Williams,  pro,- 
moted  ;  Sept.  5.  W.  W.  Adair, 
gent,  to  be  enfign  by  purchafe,  vice 
Bailey,  promoted;  Off.  31. 

Scotch  Brigade — Capt.  W.  Cullen,  from 
the  half-pay  of  the  53d  foot,  to  be  cap¬ 
tain,  vice  Johnfon,  who  exchanges,, 
taking  the  difference ;  Off.  17.  J. 
Stretch,  gent,  to  be  enfign  by  purchafe, 
vice  Ellis,  who  retires ;  Nov.  25. 

By  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

J^th  Begun ent — Quarter-Mailer  J.  Wil- 
lon,  from  the  27th  regiment  of  light 
dragoons,  to  he  enfign  by  purchafe, 
vice  W.  Hill  Wallis,  appointed  cor¬ 
net  in  the  27th  regiment  light  dragoons; 
May  1,  1800.  Enfign  W.  Purcell 
Creagh,  from  the- 84th  regiment,  to  be 
lieutenant  without  purchafe,  vice  J. 
Campbell,  promoted  ;  ditto. 

51/#  do. — Capt.  Lieut.  J.  Fleming  to  be 
captain  of  a  company,  vice  Flood,  de*  • 
ceafed;  June  14.  Lieut.  J.  Qampbell, 
jun.  from  the  74th  regt.  to  be  captain- 
lieutenant  without  purchafe,  vice  J. 
Fleming  promoted ;  ditto. 

AUGUST  v 
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AUGUST. 

By  his  Majefty . 

lcth  Foot — Major  R.  Quarrel  to  be 
lieutenant-colonel  by  purchafe,  vice 
Major  Gen.  Am  her  ft,  who  retires ; 
Nov.  21,  1799.  Captain  the  hon.  G. 
Cochrane,  from  the  78th  foot,  to  be 
major  by  purchafe,  vice  Quarrel ;  Nov. 
21.  Captain  $,  Holmes  to  be  major 
by  purchafe,  vice  Cochrane,  promoted 
in  the  87th  foot  ;  Dec.  26.  Lieut, 
the  hon.  C.  J.  Greville  to  be  captain 
by  purchafe,  vice  Holmes  ;  Dec.  26. 
To  be  Enfgns — H.  Palmer,  gent,  by 
purchale,  vice  Sutherland,  promoted  in 
the  55th  foot;  Aug.  23.  R.  Burke, 
gent,  by  purchale,  vice  Thivates,  pro¬ 
moted  ;  Nov.  21. 

78 th  Foot — Lieut.  T.  3.M.Humberftone 
to  be  captain  by  purchafe, viceCochrane, 
promoted  in  the  loth  foot;  Dec.  11. 
LIis  Majefty  having  been  pleated  to 
promote  Major  Richard  Quarrel  to  a 
lieutenant-colonelcy  in  the  loth  regiment 
by  purchafe,  and  to  appoint  Captain  the 
Honourable  George  Cochrane,  from  the 
78th  regiment,  to  be  his  luccelfor  by  pur¬ 
chafe  in  the  10th  foor,  the  promotions 
made  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  in  lob¬ 
elia,  under  date  the  17th  of  Sept.  1709, 
7th  of  Feb.  and  27th  of  March  1800,  of 
thofe  officers  and  their  feveral  fucceftors, 
gre  cancelled. 

By  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
loth  Foot — Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  W.  Potts 
to  be  lieutenant-colonel,  vice  John 
_  Wemyfs,  deceafed;  Nov.  22,  179 9. 
Brevet  M.ijor  D.  Melhfont  to  be  major 
without  pui  chafe,  vice  Potts,  promoted; 
ditto.  Captain  en  fecond  C.  J. 
Milnes  to  be  captain  of  a  company, 
vice  Mellifont,  promoted ;  do.  G. 
Ferguffon,  gent,  to  be  enfign  by  pur¬ 
chafe  ;  Sept.  15. 

77 ib  do. — Enfign  J.  Douglas  to  be  lieu¬ 
tenant  by  purchafe,  vice  R. James,  pro¬ 
moted  in  90th  foot;  April  18,  1800. 
Serjeant  W.  Jones  to  be  quarter-mar 
fter  without  purchafe,  vice  J.  Camp¬ 
bell,  who  rcligns  ;  July  21. 

78 th  do. — Capt.  Lieut.  J.  Frazer  to  lie 
captainol  a  company  without  purchafe, 
vice  J.  M'Leod,  prompted  in  thePrin- 
cels  Charlotte  of  Wales’s  regt.  of  fen- 
cibie  infantry  ;  Aug.  22.  Lieut.  D. 
Grant  to  be  captain-lieutenant  with¬ 
out  purchale,  vice  J.  Frafer,  promot¬ 
ed  ;  ditto.  ^Enlign  Aimed  Clarke  to 
be  lieutenaniVdy  purchafe,  vice  T.  B. 
Jvl.  Humberftone,  promoted;  Dec. 
it.  J.  Douglas,  gent,  to  be  enfign 
by  purchafe,  vice  Alured  Clarke,  pro¬ 
pped  j  ditto. 


7B/A  do. — Hugh  Macandie,  gent,  to  be 
enfign  by  purchafe,  vice  G.  Rofs  Mun- 
ro,  promoted  ;  Aug.  16. 

8 6th  do. — Enfign  J-  Stewart  to  be  lieu¬ 
tenant,  vice  De  Porbeck,  deceafed; 
July  26. 


SEPTEMBER. 

By  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

ijyth  Light  Drag.  —  Cornet  J.  Grant  to 
be  lieutenant  by  purchafe,  vice  Chrifto- 
pher  Farwell,  promoted  in  the  4th 
dragoon  guards ;  April  22,  '1800. 

77/A  Reg. — J.  Macquairrie,  gent,  to  be 
enfign,  vice  W.  Porter,  deceafed  ; 
Sept.  1. 

Scotch  Brigade — C.  Campbell,  gent,  to 
he  enfign  without  purchafe,  vice  J. 
Campbell,  who  refigns ;  Aug.  2. 

Regiment  de  Meuron — Enfign  J.  P.  S. 
Much  to  be  lieutenant,  vice  N.  [ulie 
de  Bergeon,  promoted  ;  July  13.  En- 
fign  R.  Amedie  de  May  to  be  lieute¬ 
nant,  vice  C.  Moreau  de  Beauregard, 
deceafed;  Aug.  19. 

1 0)th  Foot — Enfign  A.  Robfon  to  be 
lieutenant  by  purchafe,  vice  T.  Jones, 
who  retires;  Aug.  27.  J.  Wiane, 
gent,  to  be  enfign  by  purchafe,  vice  R. 
Stark,  promoted  ;  Aug.  25. 

2 5th  Light  Drag.. r-A.  Scott,  gent,  to  be 
affiftant  furgeon,  vice  G.  Briggs,  who 
refigns  ;  ditto. 

80 th  Reg. — H.  J.  Grove,  gent,  to  be  en¬ 
fign  by  purchale,  vice  R.  Wirnbicton, 
promoted;  Sept.  9. 

33<d  do. — J.  Haighjrgent.  to  be  enfign  by 
purchafe,  vice  S.  Hathway,  who  re¬ 
tires  ;  Aug.  20. 

JSth  do. — T.  Atkins,  gent,  to  be  enfign 
by  purchafe,  vice  T.  Cooper,  promot¬ 
ed  ;  July  16. 


OCTOBER. 

By  his  Mc'iefiy. 

Major-gen.  the  hon.  F.  St.  John  to  the 
ftaff.  Capt.  A.  Pilkingtonaid-du-camp 
to  ditto. 

By  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

S.’Jth  Light  Drag.  — Captain  Lieut.  P, 
Philpot  to  be  captain  of  a  troop  with¬ 
out  purchafe,  vice  W.  Griffith,  pro¬ 
moted  in  the  29th  light  drag.  Oci.  9, 
i8co.  Lieut.  M.  M.  French  to  J>e 
Captain-lieutenant  by  purchafe,  vice 
Philpot,  promoted  ;  ditto.  Cornet  J. 
Sands  to  be  lieutenant  without  pur¬ 
chafe,  vice  M.  M.  French,  piomoted; 
ditto. 

2 gth  do. — Captain  W.  Grifiiths  to  he 
major,  from  the  27th  regiment  of 
light  drag,  vice  W.  Gale,  deceafed  ; 
%tto. 
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So th  Foot — B.  Sulivan,  gent,  to  be  enfign 
by  purchafe,  vice  T.  Lamphier,  pro¬ 
moted  in  the  86th  regt.  Sept.  20. 

$6th  do. — Enfi  gn  T.  Lamphier,  from  the 
loth  foot,  to  be  lieutenant  by  purchafe, 
vice  J.  Grant,  promoted  ;  ditto.  En¬ 
fign  J-  Wilfon,  from  the  74th  foot, 
to  be  lieutenant  by  purchafe,  vice  D. 
M'Neil,  promoted  ;  Sept.  21. 

By  bis  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Ceylon. 

Colonel  C.  Baillie,  of  his  Majefty’s  £ift 
regt. is  appointed  to  command  the  tort 
and  garrifon  of  Columbo  ;  and  Lieut. 
Col.  G.  Dairy  triple,  of  his  Majefty’s 
igth  regiment, is  appointed  to  command 
the  fort  and  garrifon  of  Point  de  Galle. 
Major  J.  Logan,  of  his  Majefty’s 51  ft 
regiment,  to  be  military  paymafter,  and 
paymafter  of  extraordinaries  on  Ceylon 
for  the  weftern  diftrift,  comprehending 
all  the  garrifons  and  polls  from  Jaffna- 
patam  to  Matura,  and  to  refide  at  Co¬ 
lumbo  ;  and  Captain  W.  Pollock,'  alfo 
of  his  Majefty’s  51ft  regiment,  to  be 
military  paymafter  of  extraordinaries  for 
the  ealtern  diftrift,  comprehending  the 
garrifons  of  Trincomalee  and  Fort 
Oftenburg,  Batticaloa,  and  Moelleti- 
vo,  to  refide  at  Trincomalee. 

NOVEMBER. 

By  his  Majefty . 

Light  Drag. — Major  P.  Charlton, 
from  the  3d  dragoon  guards,  to  be  ma¬ 
jor,  vice  Calcraft  who  exchanges  ;  A- 
pril  4,  1800. 

loth  Foot — Enfign  M.  Bathurft  to  be 
lieutenant  by  purchafe,  vice  Greville, 
promoted  ;  March  7,  1800.  A.  New¬ 
port,  gent,  to  be  enfign  by  purchafe, 
vice  Bathurft  ;  March  21. 

12 th  do. — H.  Hardy,  gent,  to  be  enfign 
without  purchafe,  vice  Hurford,  pro¬ 
moted  in  the  23d  foot;  March  7. 
Surgeon  A.  D.  Campbell,  from  the 
half  pay  of  the  late  97th  foot,  to  be 
furgeon,  vice  Gray,  who  exchanges; 
Sept,  29,  1798. 

IQ  th  do. — J.  A.  Morley,  gent,  to  be  en¬ 
fign  by  purchafe,  vice  Ogden,  pro¬ 
moted  in  the  60th  foot;  March  21, 

i8co. 

51/?  do. — Enfign  A.  Rcbinfon  to  be 
lieutenant  without  purchafe,  vice 
Campbell,  promoted  in  the  88th  foot ; 
March  28.  C.Tryon,  gent,  to  be  en¬ 
fign  by  purchafe,  vice  Hook,  promot¬ 
ed  in  the  9  h  foot;  April  4.  W.  E. 
White,  gent,  to  be  enfign  by  purchafe, 
vice  Chalmer,  whofe  appointment  does 
not  take  place  ;  April  18. 

73^  do.—  Q.  F.  W.  Fiuker,  gent,  to^e 


enfign  without  purchafe,  vice  Rowen, 
promoted  in  the  /j2d  foot;  April  23. 

7 6th  do. — MajdV  M.  Symes  to  be  lieute¬ 
nant-colonel  by  purchafe,  vice  Muf- 
grave,  who  retires ;  Feb.  15.  Brevet 
Major  E.  Baynes,  from  the  32d  foot, 
to  be  major  by  purchafe,  vice  Symes  ; 
April  23. 

84/^  -Enfign  B.  W.  Ferrebee  to  he 
heutenantby  purchafe,  vice  Dodfworth, 
promoted  in  the  nth  foot;  April  18. 

88 thdo. —  Lieut.  D.  Campbell,  from  the 
51ft  foot,  to  be  captain  by  purchafe, 
vice  Sloper,  appointed  paymafter  to  the 
4th  dragoons ;  March  28.  Enfign  H. 
May  Hew,  from  the  8th  foot,  to  be  en¬ 
fign  by  purchafe,  vice  Maclellen,  pro¬ 
moted  in  the  6th  foot ;  April  1 1.  W. 
A.  M‘Dougall,  gent,  to  be  enfign  by 
purchafe,  vice  Hunter,  whofe  appoint¬ 
ment  does  not  take  place  ;  April  23. 

Scotch  Brigade — W.  Beckwith,  gent,  to 
be  enfign  by  purchafe  ;  Feb.  28. 

By  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

loth  Foot — H.  E.  Addifon,  gent,  to  be 
enfign,  vice  H.  Palmer,  deceafcd;  Nov, 
6,  1800. 

77 th  do. — Enfign  H.  Hooper,  from  the 
73d  regiment,  to  be  lieutenant  by  pur¬ 
chafe,  vice  J.  Douglas,  who  retires ; 

oa.  5. 

74 th  do. — J.  Miller,  gent,  to  be  enfign 
by  purchafe,  vice  J.  Wilfon,  promot¬ 
ed  in  the  80th  foot;  Sept.  21. 

84^  do. — Capt.  Lieut.  W.  C.  Williams 
to  be  captain  of  a  company,  vice  W. 
R.  Robinfon,  deceafed ;  Oft.  11. 
Lieut.  R.  Horton  to  be  captain-lieu¬ 
tenant  without  purchafe,  vice  Wil¬ 
liams,  promoted  ;  ditto.  Enfign  M. 
Burns,  from  the  Scotch  brigade,  to  be 
lieutenant  without  purchafe,  vice  Hor¬ 
ton,  promoted  ;  ditto. 

Scotch  Brigade — J.  Grant,  gent,  to  be 
enfign  without  purchafe,  vice  M. Burns, 
promoted  in  the  84th  foot ;  ditto. 

19 th  Light  Drag. — Lieut.  J.  M.  Jack- 
fon,  from  the  73d  foot,  to  be  cornet, 
vice  J.  C.  Ridout,  deceafed;  Oft.  14. 

73 d  Regt. — Enfign  H.  Hooper  to  be 
lieutenant  without  purchafe,  vice  J. 
M.  Jackfon,  removed  to  the  19th  light 
dragoons;  ditto.  J.  Johnftone,  gent, 
io  be  enfign  without  purchafe,  viceH. 
Hooper,  promoted ;  ditto. 

DECEMBER. 

By  his  Majefty. 

J%th  Regt.' — Major  H.  Scott,  from  the 
Rofs  and  Cromarty  rangers  fencible  in¬ 
fantry,  to  be  major,  vice  J.  Mackenzie, 
who  exchanges;  May  9,  1800. 


The 
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The  Commander  In  Chief  has  been 
pleaied  to  make  the  following  promo¬ 
tions  and  appointments  until  his  Majefty’ s 
pleafure  {hail  be  known: 
igtb  Foot — Enfign  M.  Harland  Byng, 
from  the  76th regiment,  to  belieutenant, 
vice  J.  Nixon,  deceafed  ; .  Nov .  1. 

76 th  do. — J.  Antill,  gent,  to  be  enfign 
without  purchafe,  vice  Byne,  promot¬ 
ed  in  the  19th  foot;  ditto-  Enfign  R. 
Coxon  to  be  lieutenant  by  purchafe, 
vice  G.  J  B.  Tucker,  promoted  in  the 
ssdfoot;  Nov.  2. 

78 th  do. — Enfign  J.  Kinloch  to  be  lieu¬ 
tenant,  vice  A.  Miller,  deceafed  ;  Oct. 

30.  - Turner,  gent,  to  be  enfign 

without  purchafe,  vice  Kinloch,  pro¬ 
moted  ;  ditto. 

8 oth  do. — Enfign  R.  Dafhwood  to  be 
lieutenant  without  purchafe,  vice  T. 
Howard,  promoted  in  the  9th  foot ; 
Nov.  10.  — —  Harness,  gent,  to  en¬ 

fign  without  purchale,  vice  Dafhwood, 
promoted  ;  ditto. 

51 ft  do. — Lieut.  S.  Rice  to  be  captain 
of  a  company  by  purchafe,  vice  N. 
O’Donnell,  who  retires;  June  18, 
1798. 

84 ib  do. — Major  E.  E.  Colman,  from  the 
36th  foot,  to  be  major,  vice  Orde,  de¬ 
ceafed  ;  Dec.  30. 

Brevet— Colonel  the  Count  de  Meuron 
to  be  major-general  in  the  army. 

By  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

19 th  Foot — G.  Stewart,  gent,  to  be  en¬ 
fign  without  purchafe,  vice  H.  Shad- 
forth,  promoted  in  20th  foot;  Sept. 
20,  1800. 

74 th  do. — M.  Morris,  gent,  to  be  enfign 
by  purchafe,  vice  R.  M'Murdo,  pro¬ 
moted  ;  Nov.  10. 

77  th  cfa. — L.  Luter,  gent,  to  be  enfign  by 
purchafe,  vice  H.  Fletcher,  promoted; 
OR.  31. 

80 thdo. — Enfign  J.  Moriflet  to  be  lieu¬ 
tenant,  vice  P.  Kearrans,  deceafed ; 
Nov.  9.  P.  R.  Stepney,  gent,  to  be 
enfign  without  purchafe,  vice  Morilfet, 
promoted  ;  ditto. 

86 th  do. — E.  F.  Sneith,  gent,  to  be  en¬ 
fign  by  purchafe,  vice  J.  Stuart,  pro¬ 
moted  ;  Nov.  1 . 

7Athdo. — J.  Miller,  gent,  to  be  enfign 
by  purchafe,  vice  J.  Wifori,  promoted 
in  86th  foot ;  Sept.  2. 

86 th  do. — Lieut.  L.  M'Laurin  Lobe  cap¬ 
tain  of  a  company  by  purchafe,  vice  J. 
J.  Stuart  Hall,  who  retires  ;  7th  do. 
Enfign  J.  Wilfon,  from  the  74th  foot, 
to  be  lieutenant  by  purchafe,  vice  L. 
M'Laurin,  promoted ;  21ft  do.  En¬ 
fign  L,  Maffey  to  be  lieutenant,  vice 


D.  Macneil,  deceafed ;  OR,  27.  R. 
Paten,  gent,  to  be  enfign  without  pur¬ 
chale,  vice  L.  Maffey,  promoted  ;  Nov. 
12.  H.  Steel,  gent,  to  be  enfign  with* 
out  purchafe,  vice  G.  C.  D’ Aguilar, 
who  refigns  ;  3d  do. 

Scotch  Brigade — Enfign  J.  Tate  to  be 
lieutenant  by  purchafe,  vice  C.  Gordon, 
promoted;  Nov.  14. 

Regiment  de  Meuron — Capt.  lieut.  N.  J, 
de  Bergcon  to  be  captain  of  a  company, 
vice  J.  G.  Gradmann,  who  refigns; 
Nov.  19.  Lftut.  H.  F.  de  Meuron 
Bayard  to  be  captain-lieutenant,  vicede 
Bergeon,  promoted;  Nov.  19.  En¬ 
fign  C.  S.  Wittel  to  be  lieutenant,  vice 
de  M.  Bayard,  promoted ;  Nov.  19. 

JANUARY,  l8ol. 

By  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

27 th  Light  Drag. — Cornet  S.  Taylor 
to  be  lieutenant  by  purchafe,  vice  J. 
M.  Partridge,  who  retires,  Dec.  1, 
1800.  J.  H.  Ba rally,  gent,  to  be  cor¬ 
net  by  purchafe,  vice  Taylor,  promoted; 
do. 

12 th  Foot — Capt.  lieut.  N.  Euflace  to  be 
captain  of  a  company,  vice  W.  Whit- 
lie,  deceafed;  l^thdo.  Lieutenant}. 
Macleod,  from  the  77th  regiment,  to  be 
captain-lieutenant  without  purchafe, 
vice  N.  Euftace,  promoted;  do.  Ser¬ 
jeant  major  Jaggar  to  be  adjutant  with¬ 
out  purchafe,  vice  M.  Shaw,  who  re¬ 
figns  ;  December  20. 

33 d  do. — Capt.  J.  Todd,  from  the  73d 
reg.  to  be  captain  of  a  company,  vice 
J.  Chetwood,  who  exchanges ;  5th  do. 

73 d  do. — Capt.  J.  Chetwood,  from  the 
33d  foot,  to  be  captain  of  a  company, 
vice  J.Todd,  who  exchanges;  do. 

74 thdo. — Lieut.  J.  Daniel,  from  the 84th 
regiment,  to  be  lieutenant,  vice  W. 
P.  Creagh,  who  exchanges ;  2d  do. 
H.  Munro,  gent,  to  be  enfign  by  pur- 
chafe,  vice  W.  M.  Charlton,  who  re¬ 
tires  ;  Nov.  14. 

77)tb  do.—  R.  H.  Dick,  gent,  to  be  en¬ 
fign  without  purchafe,  vice  H.  W. 
Sale,  who  refigns;  22d  do. 

77th  do. — Enfign  A.  Meldrum,from  the 
78th  regiment,  to  be  lieutenant  with¬ 
out  purchafe,  vice  J.  Macleod,  promot¬ 
ed  in  12th  foot;  15th  do.  Enfign 
Sir  G.  Colquhoun,  bart.  from  the  Both 
foot,  to  belieutenant  by  purchafe,  vice 
J.  Douglas,  who  retires;  Decern.  22. 
Capt.  lieut.  J.  Campbell  to  be  captain 
of  a  company  by  purchafe,  vice  C.  Mac¬ 
rae,  who  retires ;  Decern.  16.  Lieut. 
C-  Mackintofh  to  be  captain-lieutenant 
by  purchafe,  vice  J.  Campbell,  pro¬ 
moted  ; 
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rooted  ;  do.  Enfign  H.  C.  B'rifco, 
from  the  33d  foot,  to  be  lieutenant  by 
pure  bale,  vice  C.  Mackintofh,  promot¬ 
ed  ;  do. 

86//u  do.- — Lieut.  W.  P.  Creagb,  from  the 
74th  regiment,  to  be  lieutenant,  vice 
J.  Da  me!,  who  exchanges  ;  2d  do. 
Scotch  Brigade — J.  Goodhew,  gent,  to 
be  enfign  by  purchafe,  vice  W.  Baird, 
promoted  ;  U)th  do. 

78 ih  Foot — G-  vV.  Smith,  gent,  tobe  en¬ 
fign  without  purchale,  vice  A.  Mel- 
drum,  promoted  in  the  77th  foot.  A. 
Macclougal,  gent,  to  be  enfign  by  pur- 
chafe,  vice  G.  W.  Smith,  promoted 
in  the  76th,  foot;  Jan.  31,  18c  1. 
Quarter- mailer  ferjeant  D.  Macrae  to 
be  quarter-mailer  without  purchafe, 
vice  A  M‘Dougal,  who  refigns ;  Jan. 
23.  Enfign  J.  Hay  to  be  adjutant 
without  purchafe,  vine  A.  Wiihart, 
refigned  ;  Ncv.  30,  l8co. 
y6th  r/o.—Enfigu  D.  W.^mith,  from  the 
78th  foot,  to  be  lieutenant  by  pur- 
mhaie,  vice  P.  Philpot,  promoted ; 
Feb.  2,  17 97. 

do. —  Enfign  J.  Jenkins  to  he  adju¬ 
tant  without  purchafe,  vice  R.  Dale, 
who  refigns ;  Dec.  24,  1800. 

FEBRUARY. 

By  his  Majejly. 

3 yd  Reg. — Lieut.  A.  Hook,  from  the 
qtb  regiment,  to  be  lieutenant,  vice  J, 
Gorges,  who  exchanges;  May  23, 
280-1. 

By  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
vytb  Reg.  Light  Drag. — F.  A.  Chiiftie, 
gent,  to  fie  cornet  without  purchafe, 
vice  J.  Sandys,  promoted ;  Oct.  9, 
1800. 

7 frih  Reg.--}.  Fitchet,  gent,  to  be  enfign 
without  purchafe,  vice  J., Turner,  iu- 
perieded,  having  neverjomed;  Decern. 

E3- 

7 6th  do. —  T.  H.  Hurd,  gent,  to  he  enfign 
without  purchafe,  vice  Butts,  who  de¬ 
clines;  Nov.  2.,  B.  Carnac,  gent,  to 
be  enfign  by  purchafe,  vice  R.  Coxon, 
promoted;  Nov.  3.  A.  J.  Maran, 
gent,  to  be.  enfign  without  purchafe, 
vice  C.  B.  Tucker,  who  declines; 
Feb.  8,  1801. 

7 Jth  do  - — Enfign  R.  Northcote.  from 
the  78th  regiment,  to  be  lieutenant, 
vice  G.  Moncrieff,  deceafed;  Jan.  1, 
1801. 

y^th  do.' — J.  Mackenzie,  gent,  to  be  en- 
fign  without  purchafe,  vice  R.  North- 
rote,  promoted  in  77th  foot ;  Feb.  2. 
Enfign  j .  Hay  to  be  lieutenant  bv  pur- 
miuie,  vice  J,  M^ctuidie,  who  jetiros ; 


Scotch  Brig. — C.  Wilfon,gent.  to  be  en¬ 
fign  without  purchafe,  vice  T.  Vin¬ 
cent,  who  abides  by  his  appointment  of 
cadet  in  the  hon.  the  Earn  India  Com¬ 
pany’s  fervice  ;  Jan.  27.  G.  G.  Mun- 
ro,  gent,  to  be  enfign  without  purchafe, 
vice  Squirl,  promoted  ;  Feb.  l. 

MARCH. 

By  his  Majefiy  and  the  Hon .  the  Eajl 
India  Company. 

His  Excellency  Lieut.  General  Gr- 
bard  Lake  to  be  commander  in  chief 
of  his  Majefty’s  and  the  hon.  Company’s 
forces  in  India,  in  the  room  of  Lieutenant 
General  Sir  A.  Clarke,  who  refigns ; 
March  14,  1801. 

By  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

Major  M.  NichoHon  to  aft  as  adjutant 
general ;  Captain  G.  A.  F.  Lake  to 
aft  as  quarter-mafter-general ;  Major  Ni- 
colfon  and  Capt.  Lake  to  be  aids-de-camp 
to  the  commander  in  chief;  Feb.  15. 

2 5th  Light  Drag. —  The  hon.  W.  Bla- 
quiere  to  be  lieutenant-colonel,  vice  Sir 
W.  Lee,  deceafed;  Feb.  29,  1801. 
Capt.  R.  Travers  to  be  major,  vice 
BLquiere,  promoted  ;  Feb.  9.  Capt. 
Lieut.  P.  Rofs  to  be  captain  of  a  troop, 
vice  Travers,  promoted  ;  Feb.  9.  'El- 
deft  Lieut.  H.  Stuart  to  be  captain 
lieutenant,  vice  Rofs,  promoted  ;  9th 
do.  Eldeft  cornet  E.  H.  Hutchifon 
to  be  lieutenant,  vice  Stuart  promoted  ; 
qth  do.  Adjutant  M.  Simesto  be  cor¬ 
net,  vice  Hutchinfon,  promoted  ;  9th 
do. 

By  his  Majefiy. 

iqth  Light  Drag. — Brevet  Major  T. 
Patterion  to  be  major  by  purchafe, 
vice  C.  Bladen,  who  retires;  May  23, 
1799.  Affiftant  furgeon  J.  Golgan, 
from  the  28th  light  dragoons,  to  be 
affiftant  furgeon,  vice  Bcvil,  deceafed  ; 
19th  do.  Captain  Lieutenant  J.  Ken¬ 
nedy  to  be  captain  of  a  troop,  without 
purchafe,  vice  Monteath,  deceaied ; 
June  2,2.  Lieutenant  J.  Caihcart  to 
be  captain  lieutenant  without  pur¬ 
chafe,  vice  Kennedy ;  do.  Cornet  W. 
Boyle  to  be  lieutenant  without  pur¬ 
chafe,  vice  Cathcart ;  do. 

Q^th  do. — Brevet  IJeut.  Col-  H.  Davis, 
from  the  gth  foot,  to  be  major,  vice 
Charlton,  who  exchanges;  May  23, 
r8co.  E.  Griffith,  gent,  to  be  cornet 
without  purchafe,  vice  J.  Sanders,  de¬ 
ceafed  ;  Feb.  17,  1799.  Quarter-ma- 
fter  M.  Symes  to  be  adjutant,  vice  J. 
Gordon,  who  refigns  ;  June  28.  W. 
Brown,  gent,  to  be  affiftant  furgeon, 
vice  J.  H.  Klugel,  deceafed  ;  Sep.  30. 

2 yth  do.— Captain  P.  Philpot,  from  the 
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76th  foot,  to  be  captain-lieutenant, 
vice  J.  Covel,  who  exchanges ;  March 
2.  Cornet  C.  Deane,  from  the  281b 
light  dragoons,  to  be  cornet,  vice  H. 
Spencer,  who  exchanges;  April  11. 

S.  W.  Harrifon,  gent  to  be  cornet 
without  purchafe,  vice  Blake,  promot¬ 
ed  in  the  11th  light  dragoons;  July 
16,  1800. 

igtb  do.—  W,  Thorn,  gent,  to  be  cornet 
by  purchafe,  vice  W.  T.  Gaul,  who 
retires;  March  17,  1799.  Captain  J. 
Smith,  from  the  20th  light,  dragoons, 
to  be  captain,  vice  Gould,  who  ex¬ 
changes ;  March  2^,  1800.  Enfign 
F.  Temple,  from  the  40th  foot,  to  be 
cornet,  vice  Gale,  who  exchanges ; 
July  10. 

oth  Foot — Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel 
W.  Potts  to  be  lieutenant  colonel 
without  purchafe,  vice  Wemyfs,  de- 
ceafed ;  Nov.  22,  1799.  Brevet  Ma¬ 
jor  D.  Mellifont  to  be  major  without 
purchafe,  vice  Potts ;  Decern.  27.  G. 
Fergufon,  gent,  to  be  enfign  by  pur¬ 
chafe,  vice  Brown,  promoted ;  Sep. 
15.  W.  Stuart,  gent,  to  be  enfign  by 
purchafe,  viced’.  Deni,  promoted;  do. 

2th  do. — Lieutenant  R.  Nixon  to  be 
captain  of  a  company  by  purchafe,  vice 

T.  James,  who  retires  ;  Feb.  12,  1799. 
Enfign  N.  A.  Mein,  from  74th  foot, 
to  be  lieutenant,  bv  purchafe.  vice  R. 
Nixon;  Feb.  17.  Enfign  W.  Gaban 
to  be  lieutenant  without  purchafe,  vice 
T.  Falla,  deceafed  ;  April  7.  R.  W. 
Shawe,  gent,  to  be  enfign  without  pur¬ 
chafe,  vice  W.  Gahan,  do.  Lieuten¬ 
ant  M.  Shawe,  from  the  76th  foot,  to 
be  lieutenant,  vice  W.  Gahan,  deceaf¬ 
ed;  May  7.  M.  Shawe,  gent,  to  be 
enfign  without  purchafe,  vice  G  Rift, 
promoted  in  rhe  74th  regiment;  do. 
Captain  T.  Woodball  to  be  major  by 
purchafe,  viced".  Craigie,  who  retires; 
D  ecem.  31.  Lieutenant  R.  Afhton 
to  be  captain  by  purchafe,  vice  Wood- 
hall ;  I)ecem.  31.  Enfign  Id.  Mac- 
Ready  to  be  lieutenant,  vice  S.  Per- 
cival,  deceafed  ;  June  20.  S.  Cleav- 
land,  gent,  to  be  enfign  without  pur¬ 
chafe,  vice  Me  Ready,  promoted;  do. 
Lieutenant  C.  Riff,  from  74th  foot,  to 
be  lieutenant,  vice  T.  W-  Edwards, 
who  exchanges  ;  July  17.  Enfign  M. 
Grace  to  be  lieutenant  by  purchafe, 
vice  C.  Morgan,  promoted  in  8th 
light  dragoons  ;  Aug.  9.  Captain 
Lieutenant  W.  M  Pherfon  to  be  cap¬ 
tain  of  a  company  by  purchafe,  vice 
Walford,  appointed  paymafter  to  the 
54th  foot;  2 Ah  do.  Lieutenant  N. 


Euftace  to  be  captain-lieutenant  by 
purchafe,  vice  M‘  Pherfon ;  Aug.  28. 
Enfign  J.  Rid  to  be  lieutenant  by  pur¬ 
chafe,  vice  R.  Afhton,  promoted ; 
Aug.  10.  ‘ 

19 tb  do. — Colonel  E.  Hewgill,  from 
Coldflream  regiment  of  foot  guards, 
to  be  lieutenant-colonel,  vice  Acland, 
who  exchanges ;  May  10,  1800.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  A.  B.  Vilant  to  be  captain  of  a 
company  by  purchafe,  vice  G.  A.  By¬ 
grave,  who  retires,  March  28,  1 799. 
Enfign  J.  Nixon  to  be  lieutenant  by 
purchafe,  vice  Vilant ;  March  28.  H. 
Maclaine,  gent,  to  be  enfign  without 
purchafe,  vice  Moore,  promoted  in 
73d  foot;  May  23.  T.  A.  Ander- 
fon,  gent,  to  be  enfign  by  purchafe, 
vice  Ebhart,  promoted  ;  July  En¬ 
fign  W.  Blackney,  from  84th  regiment, 
to  be  lieutenant  without  purchafe,  vice 
J.  Nairne,  deceafed  ;  Aug.  10.  En- 
iign  J.  Moore  to  be  lieutenant  with¬ 
out  purchafe,  vice  J.  Chriftie,  who  re- 
figns ;  Sep.  20.  P.  Plenderieath,  gent, 
to  be  enfign  without  purchafe,  vice 
Moore  ;  20th  do. 

33d  do. — Captain  Lieut.  D.  Quin  to  be 
captain  of  a  company  by  purchafe,  vice 
E.  MdPherfon,  who  retires;  March  9. 
Lieut.  F.  R.  Weft  to  be  captain  lieu¬ 
tenant  by  purchafe,  vice  Quin ;  do. 
Enfign  J.  Warren  to  be  lieutenant  by 
purchafe,  vice  Weft;  March 9.  Lieut. 
G.  Gaff  to  be  adjutant,  vice  Quin, 
promoted  ;  9th  do.  Lieutenant  H. 
M;Ouarne,  from  73d  foot,  to  be  lieu¬ 
tenant,  vice  C.  M' Gregor,  who  ex¬ 
changes  ;  May  14.  Enfign  A.  Gray 
to  be  lieutenant,  t  ice  J.  Whitlie,  de¬ 
ceafed  ;  15th  do-  R.  Milward,  gent,  to 
be  enfign  without  purchafe,  vice  Gray  ; 
31ft  do.  Lieut.  C  C.  Kenny,  from 
74th  foot,  to  be  lieutenant,  vice  A. 
Campbell,  who  exchanges;  July  18. 
C.  Irwin,  gent,  to  be  enfign  by  pur¬ 
chafe,  vice  A.  Campbell,  promoted; 
May  30.  Lieut.  J.  Guthrie,  horn 
73d  foot,  to  be  lieutenant,  vice  A- 
Gray,  who  exchanges  ;  Sept.  14.  Cap¬ 
tain  A.  P.  Macdowall,  from  17  h  foot, 
to  be  captain,  vice  Keating,  who  ex¬ 
changes  ;  June  12,  f8co.  K.  B.  Stu¬ 
art,  gent,  to  be  enfign  by  purchafe, 
vice  Sullivan,  who  retires  ;  May  9. 

51 ft  do. ---Major  General  W.  Morlnead, 
from  5th  bat.  60th  regiment,  to  be 
colonel,  vice  Lieut.  Gen.  Martin,  de¬ 
ceafed;  May  9.  Brevet  Major  J. 
Ca  file  man  to  be  major  without  pur- 
chale,  vice  Williams,  promoted  in  the 
Newfoundland  fenciblcs;  Feb.  21, 
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Capt.  Lieut- J.  Fleming  to  be  captain 
of  a  company  without  purchafe,  vice 
Cattleman ;  do.  Lieut.  W.  Chif- 
holm  to  be  captain-lieutenant  without 
purchafe,  vice  Fleming ;  do.  Enttgn 
j.  Kyte,  to  be  lieutenant,  without  pur¬ 
chafe,  vice  Chifholm  ;  Feb.  21.  En¬ 
ttgn  D.  Campbell,  from  the  86th  foot, 
to  he  lieutenant,  vice  R.  Jennings,  de- 
cealed;  Sept.  23,  3799.  Lieut.  H. 
Watfon,  town  major  of  Carlifle,  to  be 
lieutenant,  vice  Lieutenant  the  Marquis 
of  Tulhbardine,  who  is  placed  on  half 
pay  ;  May  9,  1800. 

73 d  do. — Lieut.  C.  M‘ Gregor,  fiom 
33d  foot,  to  be  lieutenant,  vice  H. 
IVLQuarrie,  who  exchanges ;  May  14, 
3799.  Lieut.  A.  Gore  to  be  captain- 
lieutenant,  vice  A.  Rofe,  deceafed ; 
1 7th  do.  j.  Maekay,  gent,  to  be  en¬ 
ttgn  without  purchafe,  vice  Guthrie ; 
May  1 7.  Enttgn  A.  Moore,  from  19th 
foot,  to  be  lieutenant  without  pur¬ 
chafe,  vice  J.  Thomas,  deceafed  ;  23d 
do.  Lieut.  A.  Gray,  from  33d  foot, 
to  be  lieutenant,  vice  J.  Guthrie,  who 
exchanges;  Sept.  14.  J.  Reddfe, gent, 
to  be  enttgn  without  purchafe,  vice  W . 
Frafer,  promoted  ;  May  1,  1797.  En¬ 
ttgn  M.  Maclaine  to  be  lieutenant 
without  purchafe,  vice  J.  Lalor,  de¬ 
ceafed  ;  May  5,  1799.  G.  Prefcott, 
gent,  to  be  enttgn  without  purchafe, 
vice  Maclaine  ;  do.  Enttgn  H.  An- 
till  to  be  lieutenant  without  purchafe, 
vice  Maclaine,  removed  to  77th  foot; 
6th  do.  H.  Hooper,  gent,  to  be  en¬ 
ttgn  without  purchafe,  vice  Antill ; 
May  6. 

74 tb  do. — Brevet  Major  S.  Swinton  to 
be  major  without  purchafe,  vice  Bre¬ 
vet  Lieut.  Colonel  Douglas,  promot¬ 
ed  in  85th  foot;  May  17.  Serjeant 
Maj  or  R.  N  eillon  to  be  enttgn  by 
purchafe,  vice  Gordon  promoted  in 
12th  foot;  April  15.  Enttgn  C.  C. 
Kenny  to  be  lieutenant,  vice  L.  Irwin, 
deceafed  ;  April  2 7.  A.  W.  Camp¬ 
bell,  gent,  to  be  enttgn  without  pur¬ 
chafe,  vice  Kenny ;  do.  Enttgn  P. 
Shank  to  be  lieutenant,  vice  j.  Far- 
uhar,  deceafed  ;  May  5.  R.  M‘Mur- 
o,  gent,  to  he  enttgn  without  purchafe, 
vice  P.  Shank,  promoted  ;  do.  Enttgn 
C.  Rift,  from  12th  foot,  to  be  lieute¬ 
nant,  vice  V.  Hill,  deceafed  ;  May  7. 
Enttgn  J.  Gray,  from  33d  foot,  to  be 
lieutenant,  vice  Henry  Shawe,  deceafed; 
May  8.  Lieut.  S.  Pocock,  from  80th 
foot,  to  be  lieutenant,  vice  T.  W.  Kerr, 
who  exchanges;  May  10.  Lieut. T.W. 
Edwards,  from  12th  foot,  to  be  lieute¬ 
nant,  vice  C.  Rift,  who  exchanges  ; 


July  17.  Lieut.  A.  Campbell,  from 
23d  foot,  to  be  lieutenant,  vice  C.  C. 
Kenny,  who  exchanges ;  July  18. 

y^th  do. — Enttgn  J.  Spalding  to  be 
lieutenant,  vice  G.  Bowzer,  deceafed  , 
March  3.  R.  Syme,  gent,  to  be  en¬ 
ttgn  without  purchafe,  vice  Spalding  ; 
do.  Enttgn  D.  Maekay  to  be  lieute¬ 
nant,  vice  R.  Mather,  deceafed  ;  May 
5.  H.  W.  Sale,  gent,  to  be  enttgn 
without  purchafe,  vice  Maekay  ;  do. 
Enttgn  R.  H.  S.  Malone  to  be  lieute¬ 
nant  without  purchafe,  vice  J.  Spal¬ 
ding,  removed  to  the  77th  regt.  do. 
- Wilkins,  gent,  to  be  enttgn  with¬ 
out  purchafe,  vice  Malone  ;  May  6. 

7 6th  do. — Afliftant  Surgeon  C.  Carfteld 
to  be  furgeon,  vice  Mulgrave,  deceaf¬ 
ed  ;  Feb.  25.  Capt.  Lieut.  J.  Covel, 
from  27th  light  dragoons,  to  be  captain 
of  a  company,  vice  Philpot,  who  ex¬ 
changes;  March  2.  Enttgn  B.  J. 
Young  to  be  lieutenant  by  purchafe, 
vice  Vere  L.  Ward,  removed  to  the 
17th  light  dragoons;  April  29.  En¬ 
ttgn  W.  Cheyne  to  be  lieutenant 
without  purchafe,  vice  M.  Shawe,  re¬ 
moved  to  12th  foot ;  May  7.  J.  G. 
Watfon,  gent,  to  be  enttgn  without 
purchafe,  vice  Cheyne ;  do.  Enttgn 
E.  Marfton  to  be  lieutenant  by  pur¬ 
chafe,  vice  G.  Cornifh,  who  retires ; 
Auguft  22.  Enttgn  R.  Sleeman  to 
be  lieutenant  without  purchafe,  vice 
C.  Morgan,  deceafed;  September  14. 

- Butts,  gent,  to  he  enttgn  without 

purchafe,  vice  Sleeman,  promoted ; 
do.  W.  Baird,  gent,  to  be  enttgn 
by  purchafe,  vice  B.  J.  Young,  pro¬ 
moted  ;  May  15.  Enttgn  A.  C. 
Campbell,  from  the  Both  foot,  to  be 
lieutenant  by  purchafe,  vice  Cheyne, 
promoted  in  the  35th  foot;  Auguft  7, 
1800. 

77th  do.— -Capt.-lieut.  J.  L.  Window 
to  be  captain  of  a  company  without 
purchafe,  vice  J.  Owen,  deceafed; 
May  3,  1799.  Lieut.  C.  M‘Rae  to 
be  captain-lieutenant  without  purchafe, 
vice  Winflow;  do.  Lieut.  M'Laine, 
from  the  73d  foot,  to  be  lieutenant, 
viceM£Rae;  do.  Lieut.  J.  Spalding, 
from  75th  foot,  to  be  lieutenant,  vice 
W.  Grant,  deceafed  ;  May  6- 

7 %th  do. — Capt.-lieut.  J.  Frafer  to  be 
captain  by  purchafe,  vice  Fergufo", 
deceafed;  November  26.  Lieut.  C. 
M'Kenzie  to  be  captain-lieutenant  by 
purchafe,  vice  Frafer;  December  12. 
Enttgn  A.  Clarke  to  be  lieutenant  by 
purchafe,  vice  M‘Kenzie ;  February 
22,  i8co. 

80 lb  do,—- Enttgn  J.  Lewis  to  be  lieu¬ 
tenant 
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tenant  without  purchafe,  vice  R.  A  (he, 
deccafed;  April  26,  1799.  M.  R.  Free¬ 
man,  pent,  to  be  enfign  by  purchafe,  vice 
T.  Douglas,  promoted ;  March  8. 
Lieut.  T.  W.  Kerr,  from  the  74th 
foot,  to  be  lieutenant,  vice  S-  Pocock, 
who  exchanges ;  May  15.  Lieut.  R. 
Mowbray  to  be  captain  of  a  company 
by  purchafe,  vice  j.  Rooke,  promoted 
in  t6th  light  dragoons;  Auguft  g. 
Enfign  J.  St.  George  to  be  lieutenant 
without  purchafe,  vice  J.  Edwards, 
promoted  ;  April  28,  1797.  J.  Wallh, 
gent-  to  be  enfign  without  purchafe, 
vice  St.  George;  May  10.  Enfign  L. 
Hooke  to  be  lieutenant  by  purchafe, 
vice  Gruffer,  promoted  in  31ft  foot; 
Auguft  21,  1799. 

>4 th  do. — Enfign  B.  \V.  Ferebee  to  be 
lieutenant  by  purchafe,  vice  Dodf- 
worth,  promoted  in  uthfoot;  April 
18, 1800.  E.Nicholl,  gent,  to  be  enfign 
by  purchafe,  vice  Ferebee,  promoted; 
May  23.  T.  Scott  to  be  enfign  with¬ 
out  purchafe,  vice  W.  Blackney,  pro¬ 
moted  in  igihfoot;  Auguft  10,  1799. 
"VV.  Garner,  gent,  to  be  enfign  by 
purchafe,  vice  M‘Auley,  who  retires; 


Tune  12.  J.  Johnfon,  gent,  to  be  en¬ 
fign  by  purchafe,  vice  Lang,  removed 
to  28th  dragoons.;  Auguft  21,  1800. 

8 6/b  do. — L.  Macquarie  to  be  enfign 
without  purchafe,  vice  D.  Campbell, 
promoted  in  the  51ft  foot ;  September 
23,  1799.  E.  Carter,  gent,  to  be 
enfign  by  purchafe,  vice  Lang,  pro¬ 
moted  ;  January  16,  1800. 

Scotch  Brigade — Lieut.  J.  Innes  to  be 
captain  of  a  company  by  purchafe,  vice 
brevet  Lieut. -colonel  Gillefpie,  who 
retires;  July  10,  1799.  Enfign  ?. 
M'Arthur  to  be  lieutenant  by  pur¬ 
chafe,  vice  Innes;  do.  Lieut.  J. 
Allen  to  be  adjutant,  vice  James 
Donald,  who  refigns  ;  July  12.  Af- 
fiftant  Surgeon  J.  Smith,  from  75th 
foot,  to  be  furgeon,  vice  Shetky,  de- 
ceafed;  June  4.  J.  Campbell,  gent, 
to  be  enfign  without  purchafe,  vice 
Bifier,  who  has  been  fuperfeded ; 
June  30.  C.  E.  Millar,  gent,  to  be 
enfign  by  purchafe,  vice  Beckwith, 
who  retires;  July  30,  3800. 

Meuron  Regiment — C.  Rhamm,  gent, 
to  be  enfign ;  April  4,  1799. 


In  the  Hon.  Company’s  Army . 


MARCH,  l8oo. 

By  the  Governor-General  in  Council. 

./apt.  S.  G.  Alhe  to  be  major  in  the 
9th  native  regiment,  vice  Sibbald,  de- 
ceafed  ;  March  4,  1800. 

Sapt.  Lieut.  J.  Miffing  to  be  captain  of 
a  company  in  the  9th  native  regiment, 
vice  Aftie,  promoted  ;  ditto. 

Brevet  Capt.  and  Lieut.  J.  Maxwell  to 
be  captain-lieutenant  in  the  9th  native 
regiment,  vice  Miffing,  promoted  ;  do. 

Vlr.  L.  M'lntoftr,  agent  for  packing  and 
tranfporting  the  clothing  of  the  army, 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  W.  E.  Philips, 
refigned. 

Calcutta  Militia — Eldeft  enfign  W. 
Egerton  to  be  lieutenant,  vice  W. 
Johnfon,  deceafed  ;  May  5,  1799.  En¬ 
fign  R.  Parry  to  be  lieutenant,  viceT. 
Gowan,  refigned  ;  Nov.  16.  Enfign 
C.  Rothmaa  to  be  lieutenant,  vice 
J*  Vanzandr,  refigned;  Nov.  29.  En¬ 
fign  A.  Gilmore  to  be  lieutenant,  'vice 
F.  Plorfley,  refigned  ;  Nov.  30.  En¬ 
fign  J.  Hall  to  be  lieutenant,  vice  C. 
Benezet,  on  furlough  ;  Jan.  19,  1800. 
Eldeft  Captain  F.  Gladwin  to  be  ma¬ 
jor,  vice  J.  Bebb,  on  furlough  ;  Feb. 
1-  Eldeft  Lieut.  H.  Buller  to  be  cap¬ 
tain  of  a  company,  vice  Gladwin,  pro¬ 


moted  ;  Feb.  1.  Lieut.  J.  H.  Har¬ 
rington  to  be  captain  of  a  companv, 
vice  Myers,  on  furlough  ;  ditto.  En¬ 
fign  J.  P.  Gardiner  to  be  lieutenant, 
vice  Buller,  promoted  ;  ditto.  Enfign 
D.  Seton  to  be  lieutenant,  vice  Haring- 
ton,  promoted  ;  ditto. 

The  following  gentlemen  are  to  be  en- 
figns  from  March  4  : — 

Mr.  J.  Lumfden,  vice  Egerton,  promot¬ 
ed  ;  Mr.  G.  Udny,  vice  Parry,  ditto  ; 
Mr.  C.  R.  Crommelin,  vice  Roth-' 
man,  ditto  ;  Mr.  H.  C.  Plowden,  vice 
Gilmore,  ditto  ;  Mr.  J.  Caulfield,  vice 
Hall,  ditto;  Mr.  R.  Fleming,  vice 
Gardiner,  ditto;  Mr.  B.  Bofwell, 
vice  Seton,  ditto. 

The  following  cadets  of  infantry  are  ap¬ 
pointed  enfigns : — 

Meffrs.  W.  Tibby,  T.  Jones,  J.  Mur¬ 
ray,  J.  Scott. 

MAY. 

Artillery — Brevet  Col.  and  Lieut.  Col. 
C.  Greene  to  be  colonel,  vice  Duff, 
retired;  April  21,  1800.  Brevet  Lieut. 
Col.  and  Major  J.  Macintyre  to  be 
lieutenant-colonel,  vice  Greene,  pro¬ 
moted  ;  ditto.  Brevet  Major  and  Capt. 
N.  Carnegie  to  be  major,  vice  M‘in- 

tyre 
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tyre,  promoted  ;  ditto.  Brevet  Capt. 
and  Capt.  Lieut.  J.  R.  Exfhaw  to  be 
captain  of  a  company,  vice  Carnegie, 
promoted;  April  t.  Brevet  Capt,  and 
Lieut.  G.  Raban  to  be  captain-lieute¬ 
nant,  vice  Exfhaw,  promoted  ;  April 
21.  Lieut.  Will.  Parker  to  be  lieu¬ 
tenant,  vice  Rabin,  promoted;  ditto. 

Infantry — Brevet  Col.  arid  Lieut.  Col. 
J.  Dunn  to  be  colonel,  vice  Forbes, 
retired;  ditto.  Brevet  Col.  and  Lieut. 
Col.,  j.  Dickfon  to  be  colonel,  vice 
Jones*  retired  ;  ditto.  Lieut.  Col.  S. 
Dyer  to  be  colonel,  vice  Johnftone, 
retired;  ditto.  Major  S.  Cox  to  be 
lieutenant  colonel,  vice  Roberts,  re¬ 
tired;  ditto.  Major  D.  Cunningham 
to  be  lieutenant  colonel,  vice  Denby, 
retired  ;  ditto.  Major  P.  Murray  to 
be  lieutenant  colonel,  vice  Edwards, 
retired  ;  ditto.  Major  L.  Grant  to 
be  lieutenant  colonel,  vice  Dunn,  pro¬ 
moted  ;  ditto.  Major  J.  Hutchinfon, 
to  be  lieutenant  colonel,  vice  Dickfon, 
promoted;  ditto.  Major  J.  Guthrie 
to  be  lieutenant-colonel,  vice  Dyer, 
promoted  ;  ditto. 

10 th  Native  Regt. — Capt.  J.  Scott  to 
be  major,  vice  Cox,  promoted ;  ditto. 
Capt.  Lieut.  H.  R.oyle  to  be  captain 
of  a  company,  vice  Scott,  promoted  ; 
ditto.  Lieut.  D.  Lyons  to  be  captain 
lieutenant,  vice  Royle,  promoted  ;do. 

Itth  do.' — Capt.  T.  Taylor  to  be  major, 
vice  Cunningham,  promoted;  ditto. 
Capt.  Lieut.  R.  Dee  to  be  captain  of 
a  company,  vice  Taylor,  promoted  ; 
ditto.  Lieut.  R.  Hodgfon  to  be  cap¬ 
tain  lieutenant,  vice  Dee,  promoted; 
ditto. 

32 th  do.—  Capt.  D.  Ochterlony  to  be 
major,  vice  Murray,  promoted ;  ditto. 
Capt.  Lieut.  J.Home  to  be  captain  of 
a  company,  vice  Ochterlony,  promot¬ 
ed  ;  do.  Lieut.  S.  Wood  to  be  cap¬ 
tain  lieutenant,  vice  Home,  promoted; 
do. 

J3/A  do. — Capt.  J.  Reid  to  be  major, 
vice  Grant,  promoted ;  do.  Captain 
Lieut.  C  Grant  to  be  captain  of  a 
company,  vice  Reid,  promoted ;  do. 
Lieut,  j.  Vanrennon  to  be  captain 
lieutenant,  vice  Grant,  promoted  ;  do; 

15th  do. — Capt.  T.  Willet  to  be  major, 
vice  Hutchinfon,  promoted  ;  ditto. 
Capt.  Lieut.  W.  Burton  to  be  captain 
of  a  company,  vice  Willet,  promoted  ; 
do.  Lieut.  H.  Cheap  to  be  captain 
lieutenant,  vice  Burton,  promoted; 
do 

3 6th  do  ■ — Capt.  A.  Grant  to  be  major, 
vice  Guthrie,  promoted;  do,  Capt. 


Lieut.  J.  Stewart  to  be  captain  of  a* 
company,  vice  Grant,  promoted ;  do, 
Lieut.  R.  Henry  to  be  captain  lieute¬ 
nant,  vice  Stewart,  promoted  ;  do. 

Infantry. 

if  European  Regt . — Lieut.  Col.  S.  Cox, 
vice  Denby. 

2 d  do. — Lieut.  Col.  E.  Lambert,  from 
the  lft  native  regiment,  vice  Roberts, 
Lieut.  Col.  Kirkpatrick,  from  the  14th 
native  regiment,  vice  Edwards. 

1 ft  Native  Regt. — Col.  J.  Dunn  to  be 
colonel,  vice  Jones. 
if  Bat. — Lieut.  Col.  Rayne,  from  the 
2d  bat.  vice  Lambert. 

2 d  do. — Lieut.  Col.  P.  Murray,  vice 
Rayne,  removed. 

3 d  Native  Regiment. 

2 d  Bat.— Lieut.  Col.  J.  Hutchinfon, 
vice  Dickfon,  promoted. 

6th  Native  Regiment. 

2 d Bat. — Lieut.  Col.  H.  Hyndman,  from 
the  loth,  vice  Dunn- 
loth  Native  Regt. — Col.  S.  Dyer  to  be 
colonel,  vice  Forbes.  Lieut.  Col.  D. 
Marfhall,  from  the  15th,  vice  Hynd¬ 
man. 

11  th  Native  Regiment, 
if  Bat. — Lieut.  Col.  D.  Conyngham, 
vice  Dyer.  Major  J.  Derby,  from 
the  2d  bat.  vice  Conyngham.  Capt. 
Lieut.  R.  Hodgfon. 

2 d  do. — Major  T.  Taylor,  vice  Derby, 
removed.  Capt.  R.  Dee. 

12 th  Native  Regt. —  Col.  J.  Dickfon  to 
be  colonel,  vice  Johnfton. 

2d  Bat. — Capt.  J.  Home,  vice  Ochter¬ 
lony. 

13 th  Native  Regiment, 
if  Bat. — Major  J.  Reid,  vice  Grant, 
promoted.  Captain  T.  Brougham, 
vice  Reid. 

2d  do. — Capt.  C.  Grant,  vice  Mouggach, 
deceafed.  Capt.  Lieut.  J.  Vanren¬ 
non,  vice  Grant. 

14 th  Native  Regiment, 
if  Bat. — Lieut.  Col.  L.  Grant,  vice 
Kirkpatrick,  removed. 

15 A  Native  Regiment, 
if  Bat—  Lieut.  Col.  R.  Hamilton,  from, 
the  16th,  vice  Marfhall,  removed. 
Major  T.  Willet,  vice  Hutchinfon, 
promoted.  Capt.  W.  Burton,  vice 
Willet.  Capt.  Lieut.  H.  Cheap,  vice 
Burton. 

16 th  Native  Regiment.  ' 
if  Bat. — Lieut.  Col,  j.  Guthrie,  vice 
Hamilton,  removed.  Major  A.  Grant, 
vice  Guthrie,  promoted. 

2 d  do.—  Captain  J.  Stuart,  vice  Grant, 
promoted.  Capt.  Lieut.  R.  Henry* 
vice  Stuart,  promoted. 


Cavalry , 
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Cavalry. 

To  be  Colonel — Lieut.  Col.  T.  Wcllh ; 
May  29,  1800. 

To  be  Lieut.  Colonels — Major  G.  Hardy- 
man,  Major  T.  Wharton,  Major  J.  J. 
Pigott ;  May  29. 

ljl  Regiment — Capt.  L.  Baillie  to  be 
major,  and  appointed  to  the  5th  regi¬ 
ment.  Capt.  Lieut.  P.  Black  to  be 
captain  ot  a  troop,  vice  Baillie,  pro¬ 
moted.  Lieut,  and  Brevet  Capt.  W. 
Mercer  to  be  captain  of  a  troop,  and 
appointed  to  the  5th  regiment.  Lieut, 
and  Brevet  Capt.  G.  Wclih  to  be 
captain-lieutenant,  vice  Black,  pro¬ 
moted  ;  Mav  29. 

To  be  L  ieutenants— Cornet  C.  M.  Ro¬ 
berts,  and  appointed  to  the  g h  regi¬ 
ment.  Cornet  }.  Tombs,  vice  Mer¬ 
cer,  promoted.  Cornet  T.  Shubricke, 
vice  We llh,  promoted.  Cornet  J. 
Kennedy,  and  appointed  to  the  /gh  re¬ 
giment.  Cornet  R.  Pepper,  vice 
Clarke  ;  May  29.  , 

2d  Regiment — Capt.  J.  Gordon  to  be 
major,  vice  Hardyman,  promoted. 
Capt.  W.  D.  Fawcett  to  be  major,  and 
appointed  to  the  6th  regiment.  Capt. 
Lieut.  W.  Toone  to  be  captain  of  a 
troop,  vice  Gordon,  promoted.  Lieut, 
and  Brevet  Capt.  A.  Knox  to  be  cap¬ 
tain  ofa  troop,  vice  Fawcett,  promo' eel. 
Lieut,  and  Brevet  Capt.  G.  Mounfey  to 
be  captain  ol  a  troop,  and  appointed  to 
the  6th  regiment.  Litut.  and  Brevet 
Capt.  M.  Firzgera-ld  to  be  captain- 
lieutenant,  vice  Toone,  promoted; 
May  29. 

To  be  Lieutenants — Cornet  F.  Latter, 
vjee  Knox,  promoted.  Cornet  A. 
Cummings,  and  appointed  to  the  6th 
regiment.  Cornet  F.  J.  T.  Johnfton, 
\uce  Mounfey,  promoted.  Cornet  R. 
Fry,  and  appointed  to  the  6th  regi¬ 
ment.  Cornet  J.  Mocklar,  vice  Fitz¬ 
gerald,  promoted.  Cornet  R.  Sweeten- 
ham,  vice  O'Brien,  removed  to  the 
,5th  regiment ;  May  29. 

3<r/  Regiment — Capt.  T.  S.  Bateman  to 
be  major,  vice  Wharton,  promoted. 
Capt.  Lieut.  C.  Frazer  to  be  captain  of 
a  troop,  and  appointed  to  the  5th  regi¬ 
ment.  Lieut,  and  Brevet  Capt.  R. 
Dovet  on  to  be  captain  of  a  troop, 
vice  Bateman,  promoted.  Lieut,  and 
Brevet  Capt.  W.  H.  D.  Knox  to  be 
captain-lieutenant,  vice  Frazer,  pio- 
moted.  Lieut,  and  Brevet  Capt.  C. 
Webber  to  be  captain-lieutenant,  and 
removed  to  the  5th  regiment;  May  29. 

To  be  Lieutenants — Cornet  C.  Stewart, 
vice  Doveton,  promoted.  Cornet  J. 
Graham,  vice  Knox,  promoted.  Cir- 
vgt..  3. 


net  J.  Beecher,  and  appointed  to  the 
5th  regiment.  Cornet  J.  H.  R.  Boi- 
leau,  vice  Webber,  promoted.  Cor¬ 
net  C.  Ryder,  vicq,  Sweetenham,  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  6th  regiment.  Cornet 
O.  Clarke,  and  appointed  to  the  5th 
regiment ;  May  29. 

4 th  Regiment — Capt.  J.  M‘Gregor  to 
be  major,  vice  Pigott,  promoted.  Capt. 
Lieut.  R.  Nairne  to  be  captain  of  a 
troop,  vice  M‘Grcgor,  promoted. 
Lieut,  and  Brevet  Capt.  R.  Arm  (Long 
to  be  captain-lieutenant,  vice  Nairne, 
promoted.  Lieut,  and  Brevet  Capt.  J. 
Smith  to  be  captain-lieutenant,  and  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  6th  regiment ;  May  29. 

To  be  Lieutenants — Cornet  H.  Shubriek, 
vice  Graham,  promoted.  Cornet  T. 
S.  Knox,  vice  Armilrong,  promoted. 
Cornet  T.  D.  White,  and  appointed 
to  the  6th  regiment.  Cornet  E.  J. 
Ri  dge,  vice  Smith,  promoted.  Cor¬ 
net  H.  Ramfav,  vice  Houlton,  re¬ 
moved  to  the  6  li  regiment.  Cornet 
Id.  Howardi ,  and  appointed  to  the  6th 
regiment ;  May  29. 

Infantry. 

To\be  Colonels — Lieut.  Col.  E.  Lambert, 
Lieut.  Col.  S.Watfon  ;  May  29,  1800. 

To  be  I.  lent.  Colonels — Major  and  Brevet 
Lieut.  Col.  S.  Bradfhaw.  Major  and 
Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  G.  Wood.  Major 
andBrevet  Lieut. Col.  H.  Skinner.  Ma¬ 
jor  and  Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  T.  W.  Clay¬ 
ton.  Major  andBrevet  Lieut.  Col.  J. 
Wood.  Major  and  Brevet  Lieut.  Col. 
J.  Haynes;  May  29. 

tjl  European  Reg. — Capt.  H.  F.  Cam¬ 
era  ft  to  be  major,  vice  Wood,  pro¬ 
moted.  Capt-  Lieut.  J. Cunningham  to 
be  captain  of  a  company  vice  Calcrait, 
promoted.  Lieut,  and  Brevet  Capt. 
S.  Kelly  to  be  captain  of  a  company, 
vice  Clancey,  removed  to  the  nth  re¬ 
giment.  Lieut,  and  Brevet  Capt.  T. 
M.  Weguelin  to  be  captain-lieutenant, 
vice  Cunningham  :  May  20. 

2 d  European  Reg. — Capt.  E.  S.  Brough¬ 
ton  to  be  major,  vice  Skinner,  pro¬ 
moted.  Capt.  Lieut.  H.  Huet  to  be 
captain  of  a  company,  vice  Broughton, 
promoted.  Lieut,  and  Brevet  Captain 
\V.  S.  Greene  to  be  captain  of  a  com¬ 
pany,  vice  Alcock,  removed  to  the  i8ih 
regiment.  Lieut,  and  Brevet  Capt.  R.  • 
Munro  to  be  captam-iieutenant,  vice 
Huet,  promoted;  May  29. 

lfl  Native  Reg. — Capt-  Ik  Shaw  to  be 
major,  vice  Clayton,  promoted.  Capet 
Lieut.  W.  H.  Cooper  to  be  captain 
of  a  company,  vice  Shaw,  promoted. 
Lieut,  anu  Brevet  Capt.  ‘W.  Cuppage 
to  be  captain  cl  a  company,  vice  Fal- 
i  F  '  vev, 
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vey,  removed  to  the  lgth  regiment. 
Lieut,  and  Brevet  Capt.  R.  Broughton 
to  be  captain-lieutenant,  vice  Cooper, 
promoted  ;  May  29. 

2 a  Native  Rep. —  Capt.  F.  Kyan  to  be 
major,  vice  AVood,  promoted.  Capt. 
Lieut,  J.  Davidfon  to  be  captain  ot  a 
company,  vice  Ryan,  promoted.  Lieut, 
and  Brevet  Capt.  C.  Chriftie  to  be 
captain-lieutenant,  vice  Davidlon,  pro¬ 
moted  ;  May  29. 

3 d  Native  Reg. — Capt.  J.  Hume  to  be 
major,  vice  Haynes,  promoted.  Capt. 
Lieut.  B.  Litton  to  be  captain  of  a 
company,  vice  Hume,  promoted. 
Lieut,  and  Brevet  Capt.  J.  Hamilton 
to  be  captain  of  a  company,  viceOrme, 
removed  to  the  9th  regiment.  I-ieut. 
and  Brevet  Capt.  VV.  Hill  to  be  captain- 
lieutenant,  vice  Litton,  promoted ; 
May  29. 

4 tb  Native  Reg. — Capt.  J.  Gafcoyne  to 
be  major,  vice  Davtdfon,  removed  to 
the  18th  regiment.  Capt.  Lieut.  H. 
Lennon  to  be  captain  of  a  company, 
and  appointed  to  the  18th  regiment. 
Lieut,  and  Brevet  Capt.  G.  Scott  to 
be  captain-lieutenant,  vice  Lennon,  pro¬ 
moted  and  removed  to  the  18th  regi¬ 
ment.  Lieut,  and  Brevet  Capt.  G. 
Foulis  to  be  captain  of  a  company, 
vice  Gafcoyne,  promoted.  May  29. 

6 tb  Native  Reg. — Capt.  M.  Hiffernan 
to  be  major,  vice  Hunter,  removed  to 
the  19th  regiment.  Capt.  Lieut.  J. 
Hodglon  to  be  captain  of  a  company, 
vice  Hiffernan,  promoted.  Lieutenant 
and  Brevet  Capt.  G.  Benfon  to  fcfe 
captain-lieutenant,  vice  Hodglon,  pro- 
.  moted  ;  May  29 . 

8 th  Native  Keg.— Capt.  P.  Don  to  be 
major,  and  appointed  to  the  18th  regi¬ 
ment.  Capt.  Lieut.  J.  Dawlon  to  be 
captain  of  a  company,  and  removed  to 
the  igth  regiment.  Lieut,  and  Brevet 
Capt.  J.  Burnet  to  be  captain  of  a 
company,  vice  Don,  promoted.  Lieut, 
and  Brevet  Capt.  P.  Bradfhaw  to  be 
captain-lieutenant,  vice  Dawlon,  pro¬ 
moted  ;  May  29. 

9 tb  Native  Reg. — Captain.  Lieut.  J. 
Maxwell  to  be  captain  of  a  .company, 
vice  Smith,  removed  to  the  1.8th  regi¬ 
ment.  Lieut,  and.  Brevet  Capt.  R. 
Frafer  to  be  captain-lieutenant,  vice 
Maxwell,  promoted  ;  May  29. 

jo  th  Native  Reg.—- Capt.  ,W.  M.  Ba¬ 
ker  to  be  major,  and  appointed  to  the 
19th  regiment.  Capt.  Lieut.  D.  Lyons 
to  be  captain  of  a  company,  vice  Ba¬ 
ker,  promoted;.  Lieut,  and  Brevetl. apt. 
D.  Gillies,  10.be  captain-lieutenant, 
v-ice  Lyons,  promoted;  May  29. 


11  th  Native  Reg. — C apt.  Lieut.  R. 
Hodglon  to  be  captain  of  a  company, 
vice  Ralph,  removed  to  the  18th  re¬ 
giment.  Lieut,  and  Brevet  Capt.  D. 
M‘Leod  to  be  captain-lieutenant,  vice 
Hodglon,  promoted  ;  May  29. 

12 th  Native  Reg- — Capt.  Lieut.  S. 
Wood  to  be  captain  of  a  company, 
vice  Powell,  removed  to  the  .19th  re¬ 
giment.  Lieut,  and  Brevet  Capt.  W. 
Raban  to  be  captain-lieutenant,  vice 
Wood,  promoted  ;  May  29. 

13 th  Native  Reg. — Capt.  Lieut.  J.  Van- 
renon  to  be  captain  ol  a  company,  and 
appointed  to  the  18th  regiment.  Lieut, 
and  Brevet  Capt.  W.  S.  Nangrave  to 
be  captain-lieutenant,  vice  Vanrenon, 
promoted;  May  29. 

14 tb  Native  Reg.— Capt.  Lieut.  T. 
Martin  to  be  captain  of  a  company, 
vice  J.  Duff,  removed  to  the  19th  re¬ 
giment.  Lieut,  and  Brevet  Capt.  W. 
Nicholls  to  be  captain  of  a  company, 
and  removed  to.,. the  19th  regiment. 
Lieut,  and  Breve  EG  apt.  H.  Imlack  to 
be  captain-lieutenant,  vice  Martin,  pro¬ 
moted  ;  May  29. 

lgth  Native  Reg. — Lieut,  and  Brevet 
Capt.  J.  N.  Smith  to  be  captain-lieu¬ 
tenant,  and  appointed  to  the  1 8th  re¬ 
giment;  May  29. 

16 th  Native  Reg. — Capt.  Lieut.  R. 
Henry  to  be  captain  of  a  company, 
vice  Marfden,  removed  to  the  19th  re¬ 
giment.  Lieut,  and  Brevet  Capt.  W. 
Yule  to  be  captain-lieutenant,  and  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  19th  regiment.  Lieut, 
and  Brevet  Capt.  P.  Grant  to  be  cap¬ 
tain-lieutenant,  vice  Henry,  oromoted  j 
May  29. 

1  yth  Native  Reg.—  Capt.  W.  Duff  to 
be  major,  vice  Bradlhaw,  promoted. 
Capt.  Lieut.  A.  Charron  to  be  cap¬ 
tain  of  a  company,  vice  Duff,  pro¬ 
moted.  Lieut,  and  Brevet  Capt.  C. 
White  to.be  captain  ol  a  company, 
vice  Rind,  removed  to  the  18th  regi¬ 
ment.  Lieut,  and  Brevet  Capt.  H.  R. 
Patton  to  be  captain-lieutenant,  vice 
Charron,  piomoted;  May  29. 

J  UNE. 

The  following  is  the  arrangements  of 
officers  in  the  3th  and  6th  regiments  of 
.native  cavalry,  and  appointment  of  half 
to  the  different  corps : 
gib  ,Regin*  nt — Lic-ut.  Col.  T.  Watfon, 
Capt.  C.  Frazer*  Capt.  W.  Metccr, 
Lieut.  J.  Kennedy.  Major  L.  Baiilyy 
C.’pt.  Lieut.  C.  Webber,  Lieut.  K. 

■  Clarke,  Lieut.  Otto  'Clarke,  Lieut. 
C-  M.  Roberts,  Lieut*  G.  Becher, 
Lieut.  L.  R,  O’Brien,  Adjutant  Lieut. 

C.  M. 
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C.  M.  Roberts,  Quarter  Mafter  Lieut. 
L.  M.  O’Brien. 

6tb  Regiment  —  Lieut.  Col.  J.  Pigotf, 
Capt.  G.  S.  Mounfev,  Lieut.  R. 
Llowfton,  Lieut.  R.  Fry,  Major  W. 

D.  Fawcett,  Capt.  Lieut.  J.  Smith, 
Lieut.  A.  Camming,  Lieut.  H. 
Howarth,  Capt.  R.  Nairne,  Lieut. 

,  R.  Swinton,  Lieut.  J.  R.  White,  Ad¬ 
jutant  Lieut.  R.  Howflon,  Quarter 
Mafter. Lieut.  R.  Swinton. 
i f  Regiment  of  Carnaby  —  Adjutant 
Lieut.  S.  Tombs,  vice  E.  Black,  pro¬ 
moted.  Quarter  Mafter  Lieut.  A. 
Watlon,  vice  Mercer,  promoted. 

2 d  Regiment  cf  Cavalry  ■ —  Adjutant 
Lieut.  R.  Jackfon,  vice  Swinton,  re¬ 
moved  to  the  6th  regiment.  Quarter 
Mafter  Lieut.  S.  Noble,  vice  Knox, 
promoted. 

3 d  Regiment  of  Cavalry — Adjutant 
Lieut.  C.  Stewart,  vice  O’Brien,  re¬ 
moved  to  the  5th  regiment.  Quarter 
Mafter  Lieut.  A.  Perron,  vice  Dove- 
ton,  promoted. 

4 tb  Regiment  of  Cavalry  —  Adjutant 
Lieut.  C.  J.,  Ridge,  vice  Nairne, 
promoted.  Quarter  Mafter  Lieut.  II. 
Shoebrick,  vice  Gahan,  do. 

The  officers  polled  to  the  ,5th  and  6th 
regiments  are  ordered  to  repair  to  Gha- 
zipore. 

The  foil  owing  removals  and  appoint¬ 
ments  to  corps  are  to  take  place  : 
Infantry. 

2 d  European  Regiment — Lieut.  Col. 
Douglas,  from  ihe  17th  regiment,  vice 
Lambert,  promoted. 

1 jl  Regiment  Native  Infantry, 
i f  Rat  — Capt.  W.  Cooper,  vice  Fal- 
vey,  removed  to  the  19th  regiment. 
Capt.  Licuc.  R.  Broughton,  vice 
Cooper,  promoted. 

*d  Rat. — Major  T-  Sbawe,  vice  Clay¬ 
ton,  promoted,  Capt.  Wm.  Hem- 
mings,  vice  Shawe,  promoted.  Lieut. 
J.  Sharpe  to  be  adjutant,  vice  Fagan, 
removed  to  the  19th  regiment. 

2 d  Regiment  Native  infantry, 
if  Rat. — Captain  j.  DAvidfon,  pro¬ 
moted. 

2 d  Rat. -  -Lieut.  Col-  J.  Wood,  vice 
Collins,  removed.  Major  F.  Kyan, 
vice  Wood,  promoted.  Capt.  Lieut. 
C.  Chriftie,  vice  Kyan,  promoted. 

3 d  Regiment  Native  Infantry, 
lji  Rat.— Capt.  B.  Litton,  promoted. 

Lieut.  H<  Carter,  to  b‘e  adjutant,  vice 
•  Luton. 

* d  Rat. — Lieut.  Col.  J.  Haynes,  vice 
Hatchmlau,  removed.  Major  J. 
Hume,  vice  Haynes,  promoted.  .  Capt. 
J./iiaouIron,  vice-  Hume,  promoted- 
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Capt.  Lieut.  W.  Hill,  vice  Onne, 
removed  to  the  19th  regiment. 

4 tb  Regiment  Native  Infantry, 
if  Rat. — Major  J.  Gafcoigne,  vice  Da- 
vidfon,  removed  to  the  19th  regiment. 
Capt.  Lieut.  G.  Scott,  vice  Lennon, 
removed  to  the  19th  regiment. 

2 d  Bat  -- Capt.  G.  Fowlis,  vice  Gaf- 
coigne,  promoted. 

6tb  Regiment  Native  Infantry. 
Lieut.  A.  Maxwell  to  be  adjutant  and 
quarter  mafter,  vice  Hodgforn 
if  Rat  Major  F.  Hefferman,  vice  Hun¬ 
ter,  removed.  Lieut.  A.  Adams  to 
be  adjutant,  vice  Maxwell. 
zd  Rat. — Capt.  J.  Iludfon,  vice  Heffer¬ 
man,  promoted.  Capt.  Lieut.  G. 
Benfon,  vice  Hodgfon,  promoted. 

8 tb  Regiment  Native  Infantry, 
if  Rat.  — -Capt.  Lieut.  P.  Bradfhaw, 

.  vice  Dawfon,  removed  to  the  19th 
regiment. 

2 d  Bat. — Capt.  J.  Burnet,  vice  Don, 
removed  to  the  18th  regiment. 

qtb  Regiment  Native  Infantry, 
if  Rat. — Capt.  R.  Frazer,  vice  Smith, 
removed  to  the  18th  regiment. 

2 d  Rat-  —  Capt.  J.  Maxwell,  pro¬ 
moted, 

loth  Regiment  Native  Infantry, 
if  Rat. — Capt.  D.  Lyons,  vice  Baker, 
removed  to  the  19th  regiment.  Capt. 
Lieut.  D.  Gillis,  vice  Lyons.  Lieut. 
G.  Macpherfon  to  be  adjutant. 

2  d  Bat.  —  Lieut.  Cummings  to  be  adjutant. 

1 1  tb  Regiment  Native  Infantry, 
if  Rat. — Capt.  Lieut.  R.  Iludfon,  pro¬ 
moted. 

2 d  Bat. — Capt.  Lieut.  D.  M‘Leod,  vice 
Ralph,  removed  to  the  iBib  regiment. 

12 tb  Regiment  Native  Infantry, 
if  Rat.  —  Major  J.  Chamming,  vice 
Ochterloney,  removed  to  the  2d  bat¬ 
talion.  Capt.  S.  Wood,  promoted. 
Lieut.  M.  Dunkin  to  be  adjutant,  vice 
Burk,  removed. 

2 d  Rat. — Lieut.  Col.  J.  Collins,  vice 
Watlon,  promoted.  Major  D.  Och¬ 
terloney,  vice  Chamming,  removed. 
Capt.  Lieut.  W.  Raban,  vice  Powell, 
removed. 

13 tb  Regiment  Native  Infantry, 
if  Bat. — Lieut.  J.  Irvin  to  be  adjutant, 
vice  Gram,  promoted. 

2 d  Bat.  —  Capt.  Lieut  S.  NangraVe, 
vice  Vanrenuon,  removed.  Lieut.  P. 
Gafcoigne  to  be  adjutant,  vice  Robert, 
removed  to  ihe  18th  regiment. 

I4 tb  Regiment  Native  Infantry. 
Lieut.  J.  Leathart  to  be  adjutant  and 
quarier  mafter,  vice  Howaid.  v 
if  Bat. — Capt.  }.  Martin,  promoted. 
Capt-  Lieut,  II.  I  muck,  vice  Martin, 
t  F  2  2  d 
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2-d  Bat. — Lieut.  Robert  Carrutbers  to  be 
adjutant,  vice  Nicholls,  removed, 
i  S(b  Regiment  Native  Infantry, 
ijl  Rat. — Lieut.  J.  Greenftreet  to  be  ad¬ 
jutant,  vice  Smith,  removed. 

1 6th  Regiment  Native  Infantry. 
Capt.  Lieut.  P.  Grant  to  be  adjutant 
and  quarter  matter,  vice  Leadbeatcr, 
removed. 

i/?  Bat. —  Capt.  R.  Plenrv,  promoted. 
Bat. — Capt.  Lieut.  P-  Grant,  vice 
Martin,  removed, 
l  jth  Regiment  Native  Infantry. 
Lieut.  A ttv  Hennefey  to  be  adjutant  and 
quarter  matter,  vice  Campbell,  re¬ 
moved  to  the  19th  regiment. 
ijl  Bat. — Lieut.  Col.  BradfhaW,  vice 
Douglas,  removed.  Major  W.  Duff, 
vice  Bradfbaw.  promoted.  Capt.  A. 
Chanon,  vice  Duff,  promoted-  Capt. 
Lieut.  H.  R.  Patton,  vice  Chanon. 
Lieut.  J.  Patton  to  be  adjutant,  vice 
Hennefey. 

2 d  Bat.  —  Capt.  Charles  White,  vice 
Rind,  removed  to  the  18th  regiment. 
8  th  Reg.  Native  Infantry ,  Col.  Waif  on. 
Lieut.  W.  A.  Leadbeater  to  be  adjutant 
and  quarter  mafter,  from  the  16th  rbgt. 
1 ft  Bat. — Lieut.  Col.  J.  Hutchinfon, 
from  the  3d  regiment.  Major  J.  Da- 
vidfon,  do.  4th  do.  Capt.  R.  Ralph, 
do.  nth  do.  Capt.  L.  J.  Smith,  re¬ 
moved  from  the  9th  do.  Capt.  T. 
Alcock,  do.  do.  2d  European  do. 
Capt.  Lieut.  A.  N  Smith,  from  the 

I. 5th  native  regiment.  Lieut.  J. 
O’Holloran,  do.  iff  do.  do.  Lieut. 

J.  Y.  Bradford,  do.  81  h  do.  Lieut. 
W.  E.  Leadbeater,  do.  i6rh  do. 
Lieut.  W.  M.  Watfon,  do.  itt  Eu¬ 
ropean  do.  Lieut.  E.  Clark,  do.  9th 
native  do.  Lieut.  Cock,  do.  7th  do. 
do.  Lieut.  Hair,  do.  1,5th  do.  do. 
Lieut.  Ilannev,  do.  loth  do.  do. 
Adjutant,  Capt.  Lieut.  J.  N.  Smith. 

9-d  Bat. — Lieut.  Col.  T-  W.  Clayton, 
promoted  from  the  5th  native  regiment. 
Major  P.  Don,  do.  do.  8th  do.  Capt. 
J.  N.  Kind,  removed  from  the  17th 
do.  Capt.  G.  Clancev,  do.  do.  iff 
European  do.  Capt.  II.  Lennon,  do. 
do.  4th  native  do.  Capt.  J.  Vanren- 
non,  do.  do.  15th  do.  do.  Lieut.  R. 
Lay,  do.  'do.  3d  do.  do.  Lieut.  J. 
M‘Grath,  do.  do.  yih  do.  do.  Lieut. 
D.  Robertfon,  do.  do.  15th  do.  do. 
Lieut.  W.  Hamilton,  do.  do.  3d  do. 
do.  Lieut.  T.  F.  Fagan,  do.  2d  do.  do. 
Lieut.  J.  Slade,  do.  do.  11th  do.  do. 
Lieut.  J.  Williams,  do.  do.  9th  do. 
do.  Adjutant,  Lieut.  D.  Robertfon. 
To  be  Colonel — Lieut.  Col.  Thomas 
Welfh ;  May  29,  1800. 


To  be  Lieut.  Colonels — Major  George 
Hardaman,  Thomas  Wharton,  John 
J.  Pigott ;  May  29,  1800. 

ijl  Regimciit  —  Capt.  L.  Baily  to  be 
major,  and  appointed  to  the  5th  regi¬ 
ment.  Capt.  Lieut.  P.  Black  to  be 
captain  of  a  troop,  vice  Baily,  pro¬ 
moted.  Lieut,,  and  Brevet  Capt.  Wil¬ 
liam  Mercer  to  be  captain  of  a  troop, 
and  appointed  to  the  5th  regiment. 
Lieut,  and  Brevet  Capt.  George 
Welfh  to  be  captain-lieutenant,  vice 
Black,  promoted;  May  29,  1800. 

To  be  Lieutenants — Cornet  Charles  M. 
Roberts,  and  appointed  to  the  ,5th  regi¬ 
ment.  Cornet  John  Tombs,  vice 
Mercer,  promoted.  Cornet  Thomas 
Sbubrick,  vice  Welfh,  promoted. 
Cornet  James  Kennedy,  and  appoint 
ed  to  the  5th  regiment.  Cornet 
Richard  Pepper,  vice  Clarke ;  May 
29,  1800. 

2 d  Regiment — Captain  John  Gordon  to 
be  major,  vice  Hardyman,  promoted. 
Captain  W.  D.  Fawcett  to  be  major, 
and  appointed  to  the  6th  regiment. 
Captain  Lieut.  W.  Toone  to  be  cap¬ 
tain  of  a  troop,  vice  Gordon,  pro¬ 
moted.  Lieut,  and  Brevet  Captain 
A.  Knox  to  be  captain  cf  a  -troop, 
vice  Fawcett,  promoted.  Lieut,  and 
Brevet  Capt.  George  Mounfey  to  be 
captain  of  a  troop,  and  appointed  to  the 
6ih  regiment.  Lieut,  and  Brevet  Capt. 
Martin  Fitzgerald  to  be  captain-lieute¬ 
nant,  vice  Toone,  promoted ;  May 
2Q,  1800. 

To  be  Lieutenants — Cornet  F.  Latter, 
vice  Knox,  promoted.  Cornet  A. 
Gumming,  and  appointed  to  the  6di 
regiment.  Cornet  F.  J.  T.  Johnflon, 
vice  Mountfey,  promoted.  Cornet 
R.  Fry,  and  appointed  to  the  6th  regi¬ 
ment.  Cornet  J.  Mocklan,  vice  Fitz¬ 
gerald,  piomoted.  Cornet  R.  Sweeten- 
ham,  vice  O'Brien,  removed  to  the 
,51  h  regiment;  from  May  29,  1800, 

2,d  Regiment — Capt.  T.  S.  Bateman  to  he 
major,  vice  Wharton,  promoted. 
Capt.  Lieut.  C.  Frazer  to  be  captain  cf 
a  troop,  and  appointed  to  the  5th 
regiment.  Lieut,  and  Brevet  Capt. 
Richard  Doveton  to  be  captain  of  a 
troop,  vice  Bateman,  promoted.  Lieut, 
and  Brevet  Capt.  W.  H.  D.  Knox  to 
be  captain-lieutenant,  vice  Frazer,  pro¬ 
moted.  Lieut,  and  Brevet  Capt.  C. 
Webber  to  be  captain-lieutenant,  and 
removed  to  the  5th  regiment ;  May  29, 
1800. 

To  be  Lieutenants — Cornet  C.  Stewart, 
vice  Doveton,  promoted.  Cornet  J. 
Graham,  vice  Knox,  promoted-  Cor¬ 
net 


MILITARY  PROMOTIONS. 


net  G.  Beecher,  and  appointed  to  the 
,5th  regiment.  Cornet  J.  H.  R.  B01- 
Jeau,  vice  Webber,  promoted.  Cornet 
Charles  Ryder,  vice  Sweetenham,  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  6th  regiment.  Cornet 
Otto  Clarke,  and  appointed  to  the  5th 
regiment;  May  29,  1800. 

4; tb  Regiment — Capt.  T.  M'Gregor  to 
be  major,  vice  Pigott,  promoted. 
Capt.  Lieut.  R.  Nairne  to  be  captain 
of  a  troop,  vice  M'Gregor,  promoted, 
Lieut,  and  Brevet  Capt.^R.  Arm  (Long 
to  be  captain-lieutenant,  vice  Nairne, 
promoted.  Lieut,  and  Brevet  Capt. 
John  Smith  to  be  captain-lieutenant, 
and  appointed  to  the  6th  regiment; 
May  29,  1800. 

To  be  Lieutenants —  Cornet  Henry  Shub- 
rick,  vice  Graham,  promoted.  Cor¬ 
net  Thomas  Knox,  vice  Armflrong, 
promoted.  Comet  Thomas  D.  White, 
and  appointed  to  the  6th  regiment. 
Cornet  E.  T.  Ridge,  vice  Smith, 
promoted.  Cornet  H.  Ramfay,  vice 
Houfion,  removed  to  the  6th  regi¬ 
ment.  Cornet  H.  Howarth,  and  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  5th  regiment. 

Infantry ,  to  be  Colonels  —  Lieut.  Col. 
Edmund  Lambert;  May  29,  1800. 
Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  Watfon;  do. 

To  be  Lieutenant  Colonels — Majors  and 
Brevet  Lieut.  Cols.  Samuel  Bradfhaw, 
George  Wood,  Hercules  Skinner, 
T.  W.  Clayton,  Jonathan  Wood, 
John  Haynes ;  do. 

1 ft  European  Regiment — Capt.  H.  F. 
Calcraft  to  be  major,  vice  Wood, 
promoted.  Capt.  Lieut.  J.  Cunning¬ 
ham  to  be  captain  of  a  company,  vice 
Calcraft,  promoted.  Lieut,  and  Brevet 
Capt.  S.  Kelly  to  be  captain  of  a  com¬ 
pany,  vice  Ciancev,  removed  to  the 
iitli  regiment.  Lieut,  and  Brevet 
Capt.  T-  M.  Wiguelin  to  be  captain- 
lieutenant,  vice  Cunningham  ;  do. 

I  JULY. 

Capt.  Thomas  Brown  to  be  major,  vice 
Burrell,  deceafed.  Capt.  Lieut.  G. 
Wei fii  to  be  captain  of  a  troop,  vice 
Brown,  promoted.  Lieut,  and  Brevet 
Capt.  Hugh  Role,  to  be  captain-lieu¬ 
tenant,  vice  Welfh,  promoted.  Cor¬ 
net  H.  J.  Pattle  to  be  lieutenant,  vice 
Role,  promoted  ;  Jan.  16,  1800. 

The  under-mentioned  cadets  of  ca¬ 
valry,  who  have  hitherto  done  duty 
in  the  infantry  as  enfigns,  are,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  recent  augmentation  of  the 
former  corps,  and  conformably  to  their 
original  appointments  for  the  cavalry 
branch  of  the  lervice,  appointed  cornets. 


The  date  of  their  ranks  as  cornets  will  be 
hereaiter  adjufted  :  — 

R.  Stirling,  J.  Vernon,  S.  Reid,  H.  T. 
Roberts,  W.  Sewright,  N.  Hodges, 

B.  Mather,  V/.  Barbey,  W  Tbomp- 
fon,  W.  B.  WeO on,  J.  Ralph,  J. 
Jones,  ?•  G.  Cornifh,  J.  Cauldfielri, 
\V.  T.  Sweetenham,  C.  B  Borlaie, 
P.  Dunbar,  P.  C: owe,  W.  Harper, 
T.  Martin,  A.  W.  Bureau,  H.  Hantrv, 
W.  C.  Swendall,  T.  D.  Stuart,  j. 
poke. 

I’he  following  enfigns  of  infantry  are 
promoted  to  the  rank  oF  lieutenants. 
The  date  of  their  ranks  will  be  fettled 
hereafter : — 

].  Stewart,  L.  Davidfon,  A.  Todd,  S. 
Frafer,  G.  Bridge,  T.  Clarke,  A. 
Mad  ton,  J.  Hunter,  W.  Forreft,  A. 
Stewart,  A.  Bilimgham,  W.  Turner, 
J.  Campbell,  J.  Cunningham,  P.  T. 
Curnyn,  J.  Delamaine,  R.  T  Meredith, 

G. T.  D.  Auglar,  J.M‘Inrics,  H.Todd, 
J.  Ramfey,  T.  P.  Smith,  J.  Todd, 
T.  Goodall,  J.  Pontor,  W.  Collier, 

C.  Sleigh,  FI.  S  Pepper,  W.  Bftck, 

S.  Arden,  G.  White,  C.  W.  Mur¬ 
ray,  H.  Hodfon,  G.  R.  Penny,  R. 
Hampton,  A.  Manners,  A.  Dixon, 

D.  Kvan,  T.  Biakeney,  Id.  Arbuth- 
not,  J.  Blanchard,  W.  Helme,  G. 
Birch,  J.  M'Farlane,  A.  Dougal,  A. 
Chatfield,  J.  H.Ken,  J.  Nefbitr,  C. 
FI.  Baynes,  R.  A.  C.  Watfon,  S. 
Patman,  J.  Delamaine,  J.  Alexander, 
J.  P.  Griffyn,  J.  N.  GrifFyn,  j. 
George,  R.  H.  Cornifh,  E.  Morris, 
P.  Begley,  C.  Brady,  W.  H.  Wood, 

H.  T-  [.  R.  Wdlfon,  J.  Fermi  (on, 
A.  M'Quinn,  J.  Falcott,  S.  Wil¬ 
liams,  J.  Swinton,  N.  Manley,  J. 
Lumfdaine,  W.  Swinton,  J.  M‘Cart- 
ney,  W.  H.  Carrington,  C.  F.  Stuart, 

T.  Audie,  T.  A.  Shadwell,  J.  Or- 
rock,  J.  Smith,  W.  Trower,  Id. 
Anderfon,  W.  Ball,  G.  Knight,  W. 
Short,  G.  Cooper,  L.  Landeg,  J. 
Oliphant,  J.  B.  Martin,  A.  R.  Me- 
lard,  A.  Id.  E.  Jackfon,  W.  C. 
Faith  Full,  J.  Patterlon,  A.  Hamilton, 
J.  Bryant,  Id.  W.  Frith,  C.  Whit¬ 
field,  A.  Owen,  L.  Wiggins,  J.  Bell, 
J.  M‘Naugluon,  W.  Menzies,  J. 
SimpFon,  W.  M‘Phcrfon,  W.  Han¬ 
ley,  H.  Sibley,  B.  Rooke,  J.  Siblev, 
J.  Jones,  J.  Murray,  J.  Scott,  P. 
Phipps,  Id.  Oake,  R.  U.  Hales,  j. 
R.  iiodgfon,  J.  Filcher,  A.  Stonard, 
J.  H.  AfhurfI,  W.  Staig,  J.  Turton, 
A.  Fortune,  C.  Martin,*  T.  M‘Gre- 
gor,  F.  C.  Ellifon,  W.M.  Fountain, 
G-  Warden. 

+  E  3  AUGUST. 
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AUGUST. 

tub  Reg  i  nent  Native  Infantry — Capt. 
R.  S.  Allen  to  be  major,  vice  Darby, 
deceafed.  Capt.  Lieut.  D.  M'Lcod 
to  be  cap  am  of  a  company,  vice  Al¬ 
len,  promoted.  Lieut-  and  Brevet 
Capt.  C.  W.  Larnbourne  to  be  cap¬ 
tain-lieutenant,  vice  M‘Leod,  pro¬ 
moted  ;  Auguft  23,  1800. 

8 th  Native  Infantry — -Brevet  Capt.  and 
and  Capt.  Lieut.  P.  Bradffiaw  to  be 
captain  of  a  company,  vice  Murray, 
retired  from  the  fervice.  Brevet  Capt. 
and  Lieut.  R.  Eaton  to  be  captain- 
lieutenant,  vice  Bradfhaw,  promoted  ; 
July  31,  iBeo. 

Engineer  Corps — Brevet  Capt.  and  Lieut. 
T.  Robinidu  to  be  captain-lieutenant, 

vice  ~ - — ,  retired  from  the  fer- 

vice  ;  July  31,  1800. 

se’pte  m  b  e  r  . 

2 d  Regiment  Native  Infantry — Brevet 
Capt.  and  Capt.  Lieut.  C.  Chriftie  to 
be  captain  of  a  company,  vice  Capt. 
A.  Davis,  retired.  Brevet  Capt.  and 
Lieut.  T.  Staunton  to  be  captain-lieu¬ 
tenant,  vice  Chriftie,  promoted ;  Sep¬ 
tember  4,  1800. 

gib  Regiment  Native  Infantry — Brevet 
Capt-  and  Capt.  Lieut.  R.  Frafer  to 
be  captain  of  a  company,  vice  Capt. 
T.H.  V.  Dubois,  retired.  Brevet  Capt. 
and  Lieut.  John  Bullock  to  be  cap¬ 
tain-lieutenant,  vice  Frafer,  promoted. 

Major  John  G&rrard,  deputy  adju¬ 
tant-general,  to  be  adjutant-general, 
with  the  official  rank  of  lieutenant- 
colonel,  vice  Lieut.  Col.  J.  Darby, 
deceafed.  C-apt.  George  Downic  to 
the  command  of  the  Calcutta  native 
militia,  Capt.  S almond  to  be  de¬ 
puty  military  auditor  general  in  the 
room  of  Capt.  Downie  ;  September  4, 
1800. 

OCTOBER. 

Major  and  Brevet  Lieut.  Col.  J.  Kcar- 
nan  to  be  lieutenant-colonel,  vice  Bou- 
iannier,  deceafed  ;  Align  ft  24,  i8co. 

4 fb  Native  Regiment-—  Capt.  J.  Ed¬ 
wards  to  be  major,  vice  J.  Kearnan, 
promoted.  Capt.  Lieut.  Lr.  Scott  to 
be  captain  of  a  company,  vice  Edwards, 
promoted.  Lieut,  and  Brevet  Capt. 
G-  Berkley  to  be  captain,  vice  Scott, 
promoted;  Aug-  24.  Capt.  Thos. 
Brougham  to  rank  as  captain  of  a  com¬ 
pany,  vice  Mouggach,  deceafed.  Capt. 
Lieut.  Charles  Grant,  vice  Brougham ; 
‘March  27. 

JLicfUt.  Pit. nan  is  removed  from  the 
iff  lq  the  2d  battalion  6ch  native 
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regiment;  and  Lieut,  Wright,  fiom 
the  2d  to  the  ift  battalion,  in  the 
room  of  Lieut.  Pitman.  Capt.  A. 
Morrifon,  aid-de-camp  to  Major  Ge¬ 
neral  Stuart,  in  the  100m  of  Major 
Duff.  Capt.  Lieut.  W.  Hill  to  be 
captain  of  a  companv,  vice  Jarret,  de¬ 
ceafed.  Lieut,  and  Brevet  Capt.  Tho¬ 
mas  Hickman  to  be  captain-lieutenant, 
vice  Hill,  promoted.  Lieut.  J.  Atkin- 
fon,  of  his  Majcfty’s  loth  reg.  of  foot, 
to  be  aid-de-camp  to  the  Governor- 
general.  Brevet  Capt.  William  Camp¬ 
bell  to  be  deputy  adjutant  general, 
with  the  official  rank  of  major,  in  the 
room  of  J.  Gerrard,  promoted.  James 
Wiiliamfori,  affiftant  furgeoD,  to  per¬ 
form  the  duties  of  civil  burgeon  at  the 
ftation  of  Juanpore  ;  Off.  2,  1800. 

3 d  Regiment  Native  Infantry ■ — Capt. 
Lieut.  T.  Hickman  to  be  captain  of  a 
company,  vice  Hill,  deceafed.  Lieut, 
and  Brevet  Capt.  R.  Francis  to  be 
captain-lieutenant,  vice  Hickman,  pro¬ 
moted  ;  Oef.  25,  1800. 

KOVE  M  BER. 

Cavalry — Major  J.  Gordon  to  be  lieu¬ 
tenant  colonel,  vice  Frith,  deceafed ; 
Oft.  5,  1800. 

2 d  Reg.  of  Cavalry — Capt.  W.  Toone 
to  be  major,  vice  Gordon,  promoted  ; 
Off.  5.  Capt.  Lieut.  M.  •  Fitzgerald 
to  be  captain  of  a  troop,  vice  Toone, 
promoted  ;  Off.  5  Lieutenant  and 
Brevet  Capt.  R.  C.  Jarkfon  to  be  cap¬ 
tain  lieutenant,  vice  Fitzgerald,  pro¬ 
moted  ;  Off.  5. 

Cavalry — Major  T.  Bateman  (in  Eu¬ 
rope,)  from  the  3d  regiment,  to  be 
lieutenant-colonel,  vice  Pigot,  deceaf¬ 
ed;  Nov.  13. 

oc J  Reg.  of  Cavalry — Captain  C.  Mid¬ 
dleton  to  he  major,  vice  Bateman,  pro¬ 
moted  ;  November  13.  Capt.  Lieut. 
W.  H.  D.  Knox  to  be  captain  of  a 
troop,  vice  Middleton,  promoted; 
Nov.  13.  Lieut.  J.  Nuthal  to  be  cap¬ 
tain-lieutenant,  vice  Knox,  promoted; 
Nov.  13. 

■Calcutta  European  Militia. 

Cavalry — Cornet  Ledlie  to  be  lieuten¬ 
ant,  vice  Macnaghten,  promoted;  Nov. 
12,  1799.  Lieut.  J.  T.  Browne  to  be 
captain  of  a  troop,  vice  Cockerell,  on 
furlough  ;  March  10,  1800.  Cornet 
M.  G.  Prendergaft  to  be  lieutenant, 
vice  Browne,  promoted ;  March  10. 
Mr.  C.  Roberfon  to  be  cornet,  vice 
Prendergaft,  promoted  ;  March  10. 
Mr.  S.  Davis  to  be  a  fupernumerary 
cornet;  Nov.  1. 

Infantry —  Capt.  R<  Bathurft  to  be  ma¬ 
jor, 
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jor,  vice  Belli,  on  furlough  ;  March 
lo.  Lieut  J-  Cotton  to  he  captain  of 
a  company,  vice  Bathurfl,  promot¬ 
ed  ;  March  to,  Enfign.  J.  Addifon  to 
be  lieutenant,  vice  Cotton,  promoted  ; 
March  to-  Enfign  J.  Lumfden  to  be 
lieutenant,  vice  DTmvood,  refigned  ; 
Nov.  1  Lieut.  R.  W.  Cox  to  be 
captain  of  a  company,  vice  H.  Bailer, 
deceafed;  Nov.  l.  Enfign  G.  Ud- 
ney  to  be  lieutenant,  vice  Cox,  pro¬ 
moted  ;  Nov.  1. 

DECEMBER. 

Mr.  J.  Fleming,  fecond  member  of 
the  medical  board,  to  be  firfi  member  of 
that  board,  from  the  qh  inftant;  and 
Dr.  F.  Balfour  to  be  fecond  member  of 
the  board,  front  this  date,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Fleming.  N 

Captain  j.  Salmond,  deputy  military 
auditor  general,  to  be  military  auditor  ge¬ 
neral,  from  the  9th  of  this  month,  in  the 
room  of  Capt.  G.  A.  Robinfon,  gone  to 
Europe  ;  and  Capt.  S.  Green  to  be  depu¬ 
ty  military  auditor  general,  from  this  date, 
in  the  room  of  Capt-  Salmond. 

Lieut,  Colonel  J.  Collins  to  be  colo- 
nel  of  a  regiment,  vice  Lambert,  retired  ; 
May  29. 

6 th  Native  Reg. — Major  R.  Walker 
to  be  lieutenant  colonel,  vice  Coiling 
promoted;  December  8.  Captain  J. 
Eales  to  be  major,  .vice  Walker,  pro¬ 
moted;  December  8.  Capt.  Lieut.  G. 
Benfon  to  be  captain  of  a  company,  vice 
Eales,  promoted;  DecemberS.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  and  Brevet  Capt.  S.  White  to 
be  captain-lieutenant,  vice  Benfon, 
promoted  ;  December  8. 

FEBRUARY. 

Major  T.  Polhill  to  be  lieutenant-colo¬ 
nel,  vice  Higgins,  deceafed ;  Jan.  4, 
1801 . 

ytb  Reg.  N.  /.--Captain  W.  Craggs  to 
be  major,  vice  Polhill,  promoted  ;  J  an. 
4,  1801.  Capt.  Lieut.  G.  Cruitten¬ 
den  to  be  captain  of  a  company,  vice 
Craiggs,  promoted ;  4th  do  Lieu¬ 
tenant  and  Brevet  C  apt.  B.  Kelly  to  be 
captain-lieutenant,  vice  Cruittenden  ; 
4th  do.  Lieut.  Col.  R.  Rayne  to  be 
colonel  of  a  regiment,  in  the  room  of 
Major  General  C.  Morgan,  retired; 
Jan.  8.  Major  J.  ClarkCon  to  be  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel,  vice  Rayne,  promoted  ; 
Jan.  8. 

8th  Reg.  N-  L — Captain  R.  Wether- 
Pone  to  be  major,  vice  Clavkfon,  pro¬ 
moted  ;  8th  do.  Capt.  L  R.  Eyton 
to  be  captain  of  a  company,  vice  We- 


therflone,  promoted  ;  8th  do.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  and  Brevet  Capt.  J.  Dewar  to 
be  captain-lieutenant,  vice  Eyton,  pro¬ 
moted  ;  8th  do. 

17 th  Reg.  N.  /.  —  Captain  R.  M.  Bag- 
fhaw  to  be  captain  ot  a  company,  vice 
D'Efierre,  deceafed;  Jan.  13.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  and  Brevet  Capt.  A.  Hennefy  to 
be  captain-lieutenant,  vice  Bagfhaw, 
promoted;  Jan.  13 

Capt.  H.  Cheape,  of  the  15th  regimen^ 
N.  I.  is  appointed  major  of  brigade,  in 
the  room  of  Capt.  N.  Rind  refigned. 

Major  W.  Griffiths  to  be  aid-du-camp 
to  the  governor  general,  in  the  room, 
of  Lieutenant  B.  Sydenham. 

Colonel  Watfon  is  appointed  to  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  1 1  th  native  regiment,  in 
the  room  ot  - - -  Morgan,  retired. 

Colonel  R.  Rayne  is  polled  to  the  1 8th 
native  regiment,  in  the  room  of  Wat¬ 
fon,  removed. 

Lieut.  Col.  Polhill  is  appointed  to  tjie 
ill  battalion  ill  native  regiment,  vice 
Rayne,  promoted. 

Major  Craggs  is  appointed  to  the  iff 
battalion,  Capt.  G.  Cruittenden  to  the 
2d  battalion,  and  Capt.  Lieut.  B.  Kelly 
to  the  iff  battalion  of  the  7th  native  re¬ 
giment. 

Major  Wetherffone  and  Capt.  Eyton 
are  pofled  to  the  2d  battalion,  and 
Capt.  Lieut.  Dewar  to  the  lid  batta¬ 
lion,  8th  native  regiment. 

Lieut.  J.  Kerr  is  appointed  adjutant  and 
quarter-mailer  ot  the  8th  native  regi 
merit,  in  the  room  of  Eyton,  promoted. 

MARCH. 

Calcutta  Militia ,  Cavalry — The  hon. 
Capt.  H.  Wellefley,  from  the  Calcutta 
militia  infantry,  to  be  major  comman¬ 
dant,  vice  Farquharfun,  on  furlough ; 
March  1. 

Injai try — Elaefl  Lieut.  G.  Dowdefwcll 
to  be  captain  of  a  company,  vice  the 
hon.  H.  Wellefley,  promoted  in  the 
cavalry.  Lieutenant  in  fecond,  R. 
Campbell  toTe  lieutenant,  vice  Dow- 
defwell,  promoted  ;  March  1. 

Capt.  Lieut.  C.  Wyatt  to  be  captain, 
vice  Pearfon,  deceafed;  December  to, 
t8co. 

Lieutenant  and  Brevet  Capt.  J.  Mowatt 
to  be  captain-lieutenant,  vice  Wyatt, 
promoted  ;  December  10. 

Enfign  J.  Gordon  to  be  lieufenant,  vice 
Mowatt,  promoted  ;  December  10. 

Enfign  PI.  W.  C.  Smith  to  he  lieutenant, 
\i  e  Stokoc,  dl  ccafed ;  Feb.  21,  i8cl. 

Enfign  H.  Wilfon  ro  be  lie’urenant,  vice 
M' Donald,  retired  ;  Lcb.  21. 

+  F  4  Mr.  J.  IL 
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Mr.  J.  H.  Jones,  cadet,  to  be  enfign, 
vice  Gordon,  promoted,  December 
to,  1800. 

Mr.  J.  Wilfon,  cadet,  to  be  enfign,  vice 
Smith,  promoted  ;  Jan.  13,  1801. 

Infantry — Major  H.  White  to  be  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel,  vice  Douglas,  retired  ; 
Feb.  21.  Major  G.  Marti rfdalc  to  be 
lieutenant-colonel,  vice  Cox,  retired; 
Feb.  21. 

lo tb  Native  Reg. — Capt.  J.  Burnett  to 
be  major,  vice  White,  promoted;  Feb. 
21.  Capt.  Lieut.  D.  Gillies  to  be 
captain  of  a  company,  vice  Burnett, 
promoted;  Feb.  21,  Lieutenant  and 
Brevet  Captain  G.  Mgcmeron  to  be 
captain-lieutenant,  vice  Gillies,  pro¬ 
moted  ;  Feb.  21 . 

3  2 th  Native  Reg.—- Capt.  A.  Hamilton 
to  be  major,  vice  Canning,  retired; 
Feb.  ei.  Capt.  Lieut.  W.  Raban  to 
be  captain  of  a  company,  vice  Hamil¬ 
ton,  promoted ;  Feb.  21.  Lieutenant 


and  Brevet  Capt-  J.  Kelly  to  be  cap¬ 
tain-lieutenant,  vice  Raban,  promoted  ; 
Feb.  21. 

13 th  Nat.  Reg- — Capt.  N.  Colebrooke 
to  be  major,  vice  Martindale,  promot¬ 
ed  ;  Feb.  21.  Captain  Lieut.  L.  W. 
Nangrave  to  be  captain  of  a  company, 
vice  Colebrooke1,  promoted;  Feb.  21. 
Lieutenant  and  Brevet  Capt.  C.  Grieg 
to  be  captain-lieutenant,  vice  Nangrave, 
promoted  ;  Feb.  2 1 . 

18 th  do. — Capt.  Lieut.  T.  S.  Smith  to 
be  captain  of  a  company,  vice  Clancey, 
deceafed;  Jan.  5.  Lieut,  and  Brevet 
Capt.  J.  O’ Ha  Horan  to  be  captain-lieu¬ 
tenant,  vice  Smith  promoted  ;  Jan.  5. 

Artillery — Lieutenant  and  Brevet  Capt. 
C.  Gale  to  be  captain-lieutenant,  vice 
Toppin,  retired  ;  Feb.  21.  Lieuten¬ 
ant-Fireworker  M.  W.  Browne  to  be 
lieutenant,  vice  Gale,  promoted  ;  Jan. 
21. 


MADRAS. 


In  the  Buk.Company’s  Troops. 


By  the  Right  Hon.  the  Governor  in 
Council. 

Fort  St.  George ,  April,  1800. 

ith  Reg.  Nat.  Infantry — Capt.  Lieut. 
A.  Marfhall  to  be  captain  of  a  compa¬ 
ny,  vice  Hoi  ford  invalid;  April  7, 
1800.  Capt.  Lieut.  J.  Ahier  to  be 
adjutant  and  quarter-mailer,  vice  A. 
Marfhall,  promoted;  do. 

3 d  Reg.  Native  Cavalry — Lieut.  P. 
McGill  to  be  quarter-mailer,  vice 
Dunn.  Lieut.  Dandridge  to  be  adju¬ 
tant,  vice  Ravvles,  on  furlough  to  Eu¬ 
rope  . 

Lieut.  D.  Foul  is  to  be  brigade  major  to 
the  fefcond  brigade  of  native  cavalry, 
vice  Walker,  refigned. 

MAY. 

Captain  T.  "Wilfon  to  be  mufler  mafler 
in  the  fouthern  divifion,  vice  Cunning¬ 
ham,  refigned. 

Captain  H.  Webber  to  be  adding  mufler 
mafter  in  the  centre  divifion,  vice 
Wynn,  on  leave  of  abfence. 

Mr.  Surgeon  Millar  to  return  to  his 
ibtion  at  Madura. 

6th  Reg.  Native  Cavalry — Cornet  John 
Smitn  to  be  lieutenant,  vice  Ralmer, 
deceafed  ;  May  1 2 , 


1 ft  Reg.  Native  Cavalry — Capt.  Wil¬ 
liam  Elliott  to  be  major,  vice  Watlon, 
deceafed.  Capt.  Lieut.  John  Dove- 
ton  to  be  captain  of  a  troop,  vice  El¬ 
liott.  Lieut.  G.  Neale  to  be  captam- 
lieutenanr,  vice  Doveton.  Cornet 
Richard  Otto  Bayer  to  be  lieutenant, 
vice  Neale  ;  May  8. 

if  Reg.  Native  Infantry — Lieut.  R.  E. 
Mamwanngto  be  adjutant  and  quarter- 
mafler,  vice  Marriot,  promoted.  Lieut. 
R  ichard  Barker  to  be  adjutant  to  the 
2d  battalion,  vice  Mainwaring. 

MefTrs.  AfTiflant  Surgeons  Dalton  and 
Steddyao  be  furgeons,  the  former  to 
the  i6ih  and  .the  latter  10  the  17th 
regt.  native  infantry. 

Mr.  Surgeon  Galloway  is  removed  from 
the  6th  to  the  15th  regt.  native  in¬ 
fantry. 

Mr.  AfLdant  Surgeon  Street  to  do  duty 
at  Tiagarand  Attore,  vice  Dalton. 

Mr.  AfTiflant  Surgeon  Scarman  to  do 
duty  at  Ramnad,  vice  Steddy. 

Cavalry ,  6th  Regiment  —  Lieut.  Tho¬ 
mas  Walcott  to  be  captain-lieutenant, 
vice  Grange,  retired.  Cornet  James 
Balrner  to  be  lieutenant,  vice  Wal¬ 
cott  ;  May  7. 

Infantry — Lieut.  Col.T.  Leighton  to  be 
colonel,  and  to  command  the  8th  regi¬ 
ment 
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merit  of  native  infantry,  vice  Cuppage, 
retired;  May  7.  Major  J.  Brunton, 
of  the  id  regiment  of  native  infantry, 
to  be  lieutenant-colonel,  vice  Leighton ; 
May  7, 

lj?  Reg. — Capt.  T.  Fenn  to  be  major, 
vice  Brunton  ;  May  7.  Capt.  Lieut. 
T.  Marriott  to  be  captain  of  a  company, 
vice  Fenn  ;  May  7.  Lieut.  R.  Brice 
to  be  captain-lieutenant,  vice  Marri¬ 
ott  ;  May  7. 

2 d  do. — Capt.  Lieut.  T.  Steele  to  be 
captain  of  a  company,  vice  Groce,  dc- 
ceafed  ;  May  1.  Lieut.  J.  Marfhall 
to  be  captain-lieutenant,  vice  Steele  ; 
May  1. 

8//j  do. — Captain  T.  Munrotobe  major, 
vice  Llome,  retired ;  May  7.  Capt. 
Lieut.  J.  Colebrooke  to  be  captain  of 
a  company,  vice  Munro ;  May  7. 
Lieut.  G.  Wahab  to  be  captain-lieu¬ 
tenant,  vice  Colebrooke  ;  May  7. 
gth  Reg.  Nat.  Infantry — Capt.  Lieut. 
A.  Macleod  to  be  captain  of  a  compa¬ 
ny,  vice  Butler,  invalided;  May  7. 
Lieut.  G.  Lauder  to  be  captain-lieu¬ 
tenant,  vice  Macleod  ;  May  7. 

JUNE. 

loth  Regt.  Native  Infantry — Lieut.  M. 
Hawes  to  be  captain-lieutenant,  vice 
Peacock,  deceafed ;  May  30,  1800. 
Mr.  Afliftant  Surgeon  Jones  is  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  2d  battalion  4th  native 
regiment,  vice  Scarman,  removed. 
The  right  horn  the  Governor  in  Coun¬ 
cil  having  relolved  to  augment  the  forces 
under  this  prefidency  by  one  regiment  of 
native  cavalry,  to  be  denominated  the 7th 
regiment,  and  by  two  regiments  of  na¬ 
tive  infantry,  to  be  denominated  the  18th 
and  19th  regiments,  direffs  that  fuch 
corps  be  railed  forthwith,  and  that  the 
necedfary  orders  towards  their  formation, 
as  welian  regard  to  drafts  being  furnifhed 
from  cftabhlhed  regiments,  asto the  molt 
convenient  ftations  at  which  thefe  new 
levies  can  be  railed,  and  to  the  requifite 
recruiting  taking  place,  be  iffued  by  the 
officer  commanding  the  army  in  chief. 

In  confequence  of  the  new  levies  or¬ 
dered  above,  the  following  promotions 
are  to  have  effect  from  this  date  : 

Cavalry  —  Eldeft  Major  \V.  Sheriff, 
from  the  2d,  to  be  lieutenant-colonel 
or  the  7th  regiment  native  cavalry. 

2 d  Regt. — Capt.  T.  Burrows  to  be  ma¬ 
jor,  vice.  Sheriff.  Captain-lieutenant 

H.  C.  Montgomery  to  be  captain  of  a 
troop,  vice  Burrows.  Lieut.  M.  Cofby 
to  be  captain-lieutenant,  vice  Mont¬ 
gomery.  Cornet  E.  Saunders  to  be 


lieutenant,  vice  Cofby.  Eldeft  Capt. 
J.  R.  Huddleftone,  from  the  3d,  to 
be  major  of  the  7th  native  cavalry. 

3 d  Regt. — Capt.  Lieut.  J.  Duna  to  be 
captain  of  a  troop,  vice  Huddleftone. 
Lieut.  C.  Dallas  to  be  captain-lieute¬ 
nant,  vice  Dunn.  Cornet  R.  Bell  to 
be  lieutenant,  vice  Dallas.  Captain 
J.  Hargrave,  from  the  5th,  to  be  cap¬ 
tain  of  a  troop  in  the  7th  regiment 
native  cavalry. 

5th  do.' — Capt.  Lieut.  G.  Kippen  to  be 
captain  of  a  troop,  vice  Hargrave. 
Lieut.  J.  Macleane  to  be  captain-lieu¬ 
tenant,  vice  Kippen.  Cornet  E.  L. 
Smyth  to  be  lieutenant,  vice  Macleane. 
Eldeft  Capt.  Lieut.  W.  Macgregor, 
from  the  4th,  to  be  captain  of  a  troop 
in  the  7th  regiment  or  native  cavalry. 

4  th  do. — Lieut.  H.  Mackay  to  be 
captain-lieutenant,  vice  Macgregor. 
Cornet  G.  Dade  to  be  lieutenant,  vice 
Mackay.  Eldeft  Lieut.  J.  Overend, 
from  the  4th,  to  be  captain-lieutenant 
of  the  71  h  regiment  native  cavalry. 

\th  do  — Cornet  R.  Palin  to  be  lieute¬ 
nant,  vice  Overend.  Lieut.  A.  D. 
Monteath,  from  the  fecond,  to  be  fenior 
lieutenant  of  the  7th  regiment  native 
cavalry. 

2 d  do. — Cornet  F.  Walker  to  be  lieu¬ 
tenant,  vice  Monteath.  Lieut.  J. 
Doveton,  from  the  3th,  to  be  lieutenant 
in  the  7th  regiment  native  cavalry. 

5th  do. — Cornet  1.  I.  1.  L.  Botiomi  to 
be  lieutenant,  vice  Doveton.  Lieut. 

I.  H.  Skinner,  from  the  3d,  to  be  lieu¬ 
tenant  m  the  7th  reg.  native  cavalry. 

3 d  do. — Cornet  M.  Weft  to  be  lieu 
tenant,  vice  Skinner.  Lieut.  C.  HamiC 
ton,  from  the  lft,  to  be  lieutenant  in 
the  7th  regiment  native  cavalry. 

\Jl  do. — Cornet  R.  Bryant  to  be  lieu¬ 
tenant,  vice  Hamilton.  Lieut.  }. 
Smith,  from  the6th,to  be  lieutenant  111 
the  7th  regiment  native  cavalry. 

6th  do. — Cornet  R.  Ormfby  to  be  lieu¬ 
tenant,  vice  Smith.  Eldeft  Cornet  A. 
Macleod,  from  the  5th,  to  be  lieuten¬ 
ant  in  the  7th  regiment  native  cavalry. 

tyhdo. — Cornet  P.  Anderfon,  from  the 
4th,  to  be  cornet. 

Infantry. 

To  be  Colonels — Lieut.  Colonels  F.  Tor¬ 
rens  and  C.  Lakmde  :  the  former  to 
be  colonel  of  the  18th, and  the  latter  to 
be  colonel  of  the  19th  regiment  of  na¬ 
tive  infantry. 

To  be  Lieut.  Colonels — Major  T.  Poole, 

J.  L.Banncrman,  F.  Capper,  J.  Cup- 
page,  R.  Lang,  and  A.  Lindfav. 

2  d  Reg . 


go 
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2 d  Reg. — Capt.  T.  Riddle  to  be  major, 
vice  Poole.  Capt.  Lieut.  J.  Marlhall 
to  be  captain  of  a  company,  vice  Rid¬ 
dle.  Lieut.  A.  M‘Intofh  to  be  cap¬ 
tain-lieutenant,  vice  Marlhall. 

"gd  do. — Capt.  W.  Sheppard  to  be  major, 
vice  Barmerman.  Captain  Lieut.  J. 
Welfh  to  be  captain  of  a  company,  vice 
Sheppard.  Lieut.  J.  L.  Jones  to  be 
cap  ain-lieutenant,  vice  Welfh. 

4 th  do. — Capt.  J.  Darley  to  be  major, 
vice  Capper.  Capt.  Lieut.  J.  Mait¬ 
land  to  be  captain  of  a  company,  vice 
Darley.  Lieut.  [•  Ceville  to  be  cap¬ 
tain-lieutenant,  vice  Maitland. 

5th  do .-  -Capt.  Irton  to  be  major,  vice 
Cuppage.  Capt.  Lieut.  G.  Lauder  to 
be  captain  of  a  company,  vice  Irton. 
Lieut.  H.  Frafer  to  be  captain-lieuten¬ 
ant,  vice  Lauder. 

6th  do — Capt.  A.  Robertfon  to  be  ma¬ 
jor,  vice  Lang.  Capt.  Lieut.  H.  Nail 
to  be  captain  of  a  company,  vice  Ro¬ 
bertfon.  Lieut.  J.  Lorani  to  be  cap¬ 
tain-lieutenant,  vice  Nail. 

Jth  do.— Capt.  R.  Harden  to  be  major, 
vice  Lindfay.  Capt.  Lieut-  J.  Aheir 
to  be  captain  of  a  company,  vice  Har¬ 
den.  Lieut.  A.  Browne  to  be  cap¬ 
tain-lieutenant,  vice  Aheir.  Second 
Maj  or  T.  Parkifon,  from  the  9th,  to 
be  lirit  major  in  the  lSth  regiment  na¬ 
tive  infantry. 

9 th  do. — Capt.  W-  Macleod  to  be  ma¬ 
jor,  vice  Parkifon.  Capt.  Lieut.  E. 
Boardman  to  be  captain  of  a  company, 
vice  Macleod.  Lieut.  T.  A.  Frafer 
to  be  captain-lieutenant,  vice  Board- 
man.  Second  Major  M.  Macgregor, 
from  the  loth,  to  be  firft  major  in  the 
19th  regiment  native  infantry. 

loth  do  —Capt.  P.  Dallas  to  be  major, 
vice  Macgregor.  Capt.  Lieut.  M. 
Hawes  to  be  captain  of  a  company, 
vice  Dallas.  Lieut.  W.  Shaw  to  be 
captain-lieutenant,  vice  Hawes.  Capt. 
R.  Mealey,  from  the  11th,  to  be 
major  in  the  18th  regiment  native  in¬ 
fantry. 

11  th  do. — Capt.  Lieut.  R.  Ogg  to  be 
captain  of  a  company,  vice  Mealey. 
Lieut.  J.  H  Delborough  to  be  cap¬ 
tain-lieutenant,  vice  Ogg.  Capt.  E. 
M.  Gepp,  from  the  12th,  to  be  major 
in  the  19th  regiment  native  infantry. 

12 th  do- — Capt.  Lieut.  J.  Spence  to  be 
captain  of  a  company,  vice  Gepp. 
Lieut.  T.  Younge  to  be  captain-lieu¬ 
tenant,  vice  Spence.  Capt.  A.  Mac- 
cally,  from  the  13th,  to  be  eldeft  capi¬ 
ta  in  in  the  18th  regiment  native  infan¬ 
try. 


1  ^th  Reg. — Capt.  Lieut.  G.  Hamiltonto 
be  captain  of  a  company,  vice  Maccal- 
3y.  Lieut.  J.  D.  Gordon  to  be  cap¬ 
tain-lieutenant,  vice  Hamilton.  Capt. 
P.  Maypother,  from  the  14th,  to  be 
eldeft  captain  in  the  19th  regiment  na¬ 
tive  infantry. 

14 lb  <r/5>.---Capt.  Lieut.  M.  M.  Smyth  to 
be  captain  of  a  company,  vice  Maypo¬ 
ther.  Lieut.  B.  Dodd  to  be  captain- 
lieutenant,  vice  Smyth.  Captain  A. 
Grant,  from  the  15th,  to  be  captain  in 
the  18th  regiment  native  infantry. 

1 5th  do. — Capt.  Lieut.  R.  W.  W\  Ma¬ 
thews  to  he  captain  of  a  company,  vice 
Grant.  Lieut.  J.  Campbell  to  be  cap¬ 
tain-lieutenant,  vice  Mathews.  Capt. 
J.  Malcolm,  from  the  17th,  to  be  cap¬ 
tain  in  the  19th  regiment  native  infan¬ 
try. 

ijth  do. — Capt.  Lieut.  M.  Stuart  to  be 
captain  of:  a  company,  vice  Malcolm. 
Lieut.  B.  Newlome  to  be  captain-lieu¬ 
tenant,  vice  Stuart.  Capt.  P.  Bruce, 
from  the  Madras  European  regiment, 
to  be  captain  in  the  18th  regiment  na¬ 
tive  regiment. 

Madras  European  Reg. — Capt.  Lieut. 
Sir-  j.  Cox,  Bart,  to  be  captain  of  a 
company,  vice  Bruce.  Lieut.  F. 
Thomlon  to  be  captain-lieutenant,  vice 
Cox.  Capt.  N.  Forbes,  from  the  lft, 
to  be  captain  in  the  19th  regiment  na¬ 
tive  infantry. 

j ft  do. — Capt.  Lieut.  R.  Brice  to  be  cap¬ 
tain  of  a  company,  vice  Forbes.  Lieut. 
J.  Hazlewoovd  to  be  captain-lieutenant, 
vice  Brice.  Capt.  C.  B.  Philipfon, 
from  the  3d,  to  be  captain  in  the  18th 
regiment  native  infantry. 

3 d  do. — Capt.  Lieut,  j.  L.  Jones  to  be 
captain  of  a  company,  vice  Philipfon. 
Lieut.  C.  Aldridge  to  t>e  captain-lieu¬ 
tenant,  vice  J  ones.  Capt.  J.  Walker, 
from  the  4th,  to  be  captain  in  the  19th 
regiment  native  infantry. 

4/16  do.— Capt.  Lieut.  L.  Ceville  to  be 
captain  of  a  company,  vice  Walker. 
Lieut.  N.  T.  Showers  to  be  captain- 
lieutenant,  vice  Ceville.  Capt.  A. 
Muirhead,  from  the  6th,  to  be  captain 
in  the  18th  regiment  native  infantry. 

6th  do. — Capt.  Lieut.  J.  Lorani  to-  be 
captain  of  a  company,  vice  Muirhead. 
Lieut.  W.  Chambers  to  be  captain- 
lieutenant,  vice  Lorani.  Captain  T. 
Whitlie,  from  the  8th,  to  be  captain 
in  the  19th  regiment  native  infantry. 

8 th  do. — Capt.  Lieut.  G.  Wahab  to  be 
captain  of  a  company,  vice  Whitlie. 
Lieut.  LI.  Maciniofli  to  be  captain-lieu- 
tenant,  vice  Wahab.  Capt.  E.  Board- 
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man,  from  the  9th,  to  be  captain  in  the 
18th  regiment  native  infantry. 

9 th  do. — Capt.  Lieut.  T.  A.  Frafer  to  be 
captain  of  a  company,  vice  Boardman. 
Lieut.  J.  P.  Keafeburry  to  be  captain- 
lieutenant,  vice  Frafer.  Captain  R. 
Ogg,  from  the  nth,  to  be  captain  in 
the  19th  regiment  native  infantry. 
litb  do. — Capt.  Lieut.  J.  H.  Defbo- 
rough  to  be  captain  of  a  company,  vice 
Ogg.  Lieut.  T.  Vaughan  to  be  cap¬ 
tain-lieutenant,  vice  Defborough.  Cap¬ 
tain  Lieut.  E.  P.  Long,  from  the 
16th,  to  be  captain  in  the  18th  regi¬ 
ment  native  infantry. 

1 6th  do. --Lieut.  D.  M'Donnell  to  be 
captain-lieutenant,  vice  Long.  Capt. 
Lieut.  J.  D.  Gordon,  from  the  13th, 
to  be  captain  in  the  19th  regiment  na¬ 
tive  infantry. 

13 tb  do. — Lieut.  G.  Lang  to  be  captain- 
lieutenant,  vice  Gordon.  Lieut.  T. 
Baynes,  from  the  14th,  to  be  captain- 
lieutenant  in  the  18th  regiment  native 
infantry.  Lieut.  T.  Coghlan,  from 
the  15L,  to  be  captain-lieutenant  in  the 
19th  regiment  native  infantry, 
lb  th  do.—- Lieutenants  R.  Sheppard  from 
the  17th.,  R.  Marriott  from  the  iff,  J. 
Prendergaft  from  the  5th,  R.  Heming 
from  the  8th,  E.  F.  Davis  from  the 
loth,  E.  Macleod  from  the  13th,  C. 
H.  Powell  from  the  16th,  S.  Mac- 
Do  wall  from  the  Madras  European 
regiment,  G.  Hilliard  from  the  2d, 
W.  I,  Jones  from  the  4th,  E.  Hay 
from  the  6th,  \V.  F.  Blakemore  from 
the  9th,  and  J.  D.  Compton  from  the 
12th,  10  be  lieutenants. 

1  gib  do. — Lieutenants  J.  Storey  from  the 
Madras  European  regiment,  D.  C. 
Kenny  from  the  2d,  S.  Taylor  from  the 
7th,  J.  Wdfet  from  the  9th,  J.  Tay¬ 
lor  from  the  12th,  R.  W.  Davis  from 
the  14th,  C.  T.  Bifhop  from  the  17th, 
C.  Burrow  from  the  id,  H.  M.  Kelly 
from  the  3d,  G.  Nare  from  the  5th, 
R.  Fofler  from  the  7th,  M.  Hope  from 
the  10th,  and  H.  Hurdisfrom  the  13th, 
to  be  lieutenants.  — 

16/6  do. — Lieutenants  J.  Edmonds, 
from  the  8th,  and  J.  Woulfe,  from 
the  11th,  to  be  lieutenants. 

JULY. 

5*b  Rrg.  Nat.  Cavalry — Capt.  Lieut.  J. 
Macleane  to  be  captain  of  a  tioop,  vice 
Geekie,  transferred  to  the  non-effec¬ 
tive  eftablifh mem.  Lieut.  J.  Cole- 
brooke  to  be  captain-lieutenant,  vice 
Macleane,  promoted.  Cornet  P.  An- 
{lerfon  to  be  lieutenant,  vice  Cole- 
brooke,  promoted;  June  28,  1800. 


The  Right  Hon.  the  Governor  in  Coun¬ 
cil  is  pleafed  to  appoint  Capt.  T.  Boles 
to  be  fecretary  to  Colonel  D.  Burn. 
Capt.  P.  Walker  to  be  fuborainate 
agent  for  cavalry  fupplies  to  the  4th 
regiment  native  cavalry.  Capt.  W. 
M‘Gregor  to  be  fubordinate  agent  for 
cavalry  fupplies,  to  the  7th  regiment 
native  cavalry.  Capt.  T.  Wilfon  to 
be  afting  deputy  quarter-mafter-gene- 
ral  to  the  army.  Major  R.  Turing  to 
be  honorary  aid-de-camp  to  the  gover¬ 
nor.  Lieut.  J.  Munro  to  be  deputy  fe¬ 
cretary  to  the  military  board,  vice  Grant. 
Capt.  R.  Shaw  to  be  mufter  mailer  in 
the  fouthern  divifion,  vice  Wilfon. 
Capt.  W.  Berkeley  to  be  pofl-mafter 
with  the  fubfidiary  force,  vice  Board- 
man,  removed  from  the  fubfidiary  force. 
Lieut.  J.  Colebrooke  to  be  fubordi¬ 
nate  agent  for  cavalry  fupplies  to  the 
5th  regiment  of  native  cavalry,  vice 
Geekie,  transferred  to  the  invalid  efla- 
bhfhment.  Lieut.  Col.  Campbell,  of 
his  Majefly’s  74th  regiment,  to  refume 
the  command  of  Pondicherry. 

The  following  perfons  are  appointed  con¬ 
ductors  of  ordnance,  at  the  recommen¬ 
dation  of  the  officer  commanding  the 
army  in  chief: — Weibeli,  flore  fer- 
jeant  at  Palamcotah ;  J.  Wilfon,  do. 
at  Trichinopoly;  W.  Mackay,  do. 
at  Kill  nagherry ;  T.  Robinfon,  fer- 
jeant  H.  M  33d  regiment ;  M.  Dunn, 
Artillery;  P.  .Smith,  do. 

gth  Rrg.  Nat.  Infantry — Capt.  Lieut. 
P.  Keafberry  to  he  captain  of  a  com¬ 
pany,  vice  NTCally,  deceafed.  Eldeft 
Lieut.  J.  Fitzpatrick  to  be  captain-lieu¬ 
tenant,  vice  Keafberry  ;  July  1,  i8co. 

Capt.  Leith  to  be  Peifian  interpreter  to 
head-quarters,  with  the  ufual  allow¬ 
ance. 

Capt.  Lieut.  Thomfon,  of  the  Madras 
European  regiment,  to  be  major  of  bri¬ 
gade  to  Colonel  Vigor,  vice  Munro. 

Major  General  D.  Campbell,  command¬ 
ant  of  cavalry;  Major  General  1'. 
Trent,  of  infantry;  and  Capt.  Lieut. 
T.  Walcot,  having  been  permitted  by 
the  Hon.  the  Couit  of  DireCWs  to  re¬ 
turn  to  their  flation  on  this  cflablifh- 
ment  without  prejudice  to  their  rank, 
are  accordingly  admitted  with  their 
rank  in  the  army. 

The  following  gentlemen  to  be  cadets  of 
infantry  on  thiseflablifhment : —  Meffrs. 
T.  Becket  and  J.  Kirwon,  of  the  fea- 
fon  1798;  Meffrs.  J.  Ford,  W.  Ben¬ 
nett,  H.  A.  P.  Williams,  W.  Pell, 
R.  Pa  mi  inter,  J.  Biufh,  D.  Caiffairs, 
R  Davis,  H.  Y.  Kent,  T.  Jenkins, 
L.  Poignand,  W.  Poiguand,  J.  W. 

H.  Howell, 
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H.  Howell,  E.  Conny,  R.  B.  Scott, 
A.  C.  Hamilton,  J.  B.  Greaves,  R. 
Peacock,  J.  Robinfon,  G.  Shepherd, 
W.  Barrett,  H.  J.  Clofe,  J.  Simons, 
T-  L.  Charlefworth,  J.  Y.  Porter,  B. 
Baker,  J.  T.  Trewman,  E.  Ormiby, 

A.  R.  Hughes,  H.  L.  Harrington, 
E.  Norris,  J.  Cantwell,  H.  Macken¬ 
zie,  A.  Stewart,  G.  Jeffreys,  B.  J. 
Pidding,  J.  C.  Williamfon,  H.  VtL 
Sale,  J.  Moore,  R.  Weft,  D.  Hay, 
R.M‘Creiih,  J.  Armftrong,  T.  Simp¬ 
lon,  B.  Woodward,  W.  H-  Loftie, 
J.  W.  Brown,  T.  Smithwaite,  J.  Lu¬ 
cas,  W.  Brown,  G.  Cade.ll,  FT.  E. 
Somerville,  G.  Hankin,  R.  Bye,  W. 
Scott,  R.  Wooldridge. 

Capt.  Holford,  of  the  invalid  eftabliffi- 
menr,  to  be  fort  adjutant  of  Vizaga- 
patain,  vice  Hamilton. 

Lieut.  Sheridan,  of  the  invalid  eftablifh- 
ment,  to  be  fort  adjutant  of  Mafulipa- 
sam,  vice  Reynolds. 

Lieut.  J.  Patterfon,  of  the  2d  battalion 
3  lth  regiment,  to  be  lort  adjutant  of 
Vellore,  vice  Jones. 

Artillery — Lieut.  W.  Blair  to  becaptain- 
lieutenant,  vice  Mackie,  permitted  to 
refign.  Lieut.  W.  Stone  to  be  cap¬ 
tain-lieutenant,  vice  Ruffed,  transferred 
to  the  penfion  lift  ;  July  12,  1800. 

SEPTEMBER. 

Meffrs.  G.  L.  Wahab,  and  J.  Wahab, 
to  be  cadets  of  infantry. 

Enfign  E.  Mahon,  from  the  engineer 
corps,  to  be  lieutenant  of  infantry. 

Serjeant  Major  Mills,  of  the  5th  native 
infantry,  to  be  condutdor  of  ordnance 
h  Reg.  Nat.  Cavalry— Captain  Lieut. 
J.  Colebrooke  to  be  captain  of  a  troop, 
vice  Kippen,  transferred  to  the  invalid 
lift  ;  Sept.  23,  1800.  Lieut.  H.  Ma- 
fon  to  be  captain-lieufenant,  vice  Cole¬ 
brooke,  promoted;  Sept.  13.  Major 
R.  Powis,  of  the  12th  regiment  native 
infantry,  has  permiffion  to  proceed  to 
Europe  on  lick  certificate. 

OCTOBER . 

10 tb  Reg.  Nat.  Infantry — Capt.  Lieut. 
V/.  Shaw  to  be  captain  of  a  cotnpanv, 
vice  Ormfby,  deceafed.  Lieut.  E, 

B.  Bagfhaw  to  be  captain-lit  utenanr, 
vice  Shaw,  promoted;  OR.  17,  1800. 

NOVEMBER. 

lfitk  Reg.  Nat.  Infantry -  -Capt.  Lieut. 
J.  Campbell  to  be  captain  of  a  compa¬ 
ny  vice  Matthews,  deceafed.  Lieut.  J. 
Stonard  to  be  captain-lieutenant,  vice 
Campbell,  promoted ;  Aug.  14,1800. 


Major  General  D.  Campbell  to  be  a  ge¬ 
neral  officer  on  the  ftaff  of  the  army 
under  this  prefidency,  and  to  command 
the  forces  ftationed  in  the  provinces 
recently  ceded  to  the  Hon.  Company 
by  ins  highnefs  the  Nizam. 

Lieut.  A.  Limond  to  be  adjutant  of  the 
2d  battalion  15th  regiment  native  infan¬ 
try,  vice  Stonard,  promoted. 

Mr.  G.  Kearns  having  been  appointed  to 
a  comtniffion  in  his  Majefty’s  19th  re¬ 
giment,  is  permitted  to  refign  his  fitua- 
tion  in  the  Hon.  Company’s  fervice. 

Serjeant  Major  Reddy,  of  the  2d  battalion 
7th  regiment  native  infantry,  is  appoint¬ 
ed  to  be  adjutant  to  the  lft  Madras 
battalion,  vice  Kearns. 

Mr.  Affiftant  Surgeon  D.  M'Gibbon  is 
appointed  medical  ft  ore- keeper  at  Ma- 
fuhpatam. 

Mr.  Surgeon  Steddy  is  removed  from  the 
17th  to  the  11th  regiment  of  native  in¬ 
fantry. 

Mr.  Wife,  fenior  affiftant  furgeon,  to 
be  full  furgeon,  vice  Haliburton,  de¬ 
ceafed,  and  is  polled  to  the  17th  regi¬ 
ment  native  infantry,  vice  Steddy,  re¬ 
moved. 

3 d  Reg.  Nat.  Cavalry — Cornet  S.  Chit- 
ty  to  be  lieutenant,  vice  Dandridge, 
deceafed;  Nov.  J 5,  1800.  Lieut.  R. 
Bell  to  be  adjutant,  vice  Dandridge. 

Agth  do. — Cornet  T.  Darke,  fenior  cornet 
of  cavalry,  is  removed  to  the  3th  regi¬ 
ment  of  native  cavalry. 

5th  do. — Cornet  T.  Darke  to  be  lieuten¬ 
ant,  to  complete  the  eftablilhment ; 
December  2. 

if  Bat.  18 th  Reg.  Native  Infantry.— 
Lieut.  E.  F.  Davis  to  be  adjutant,  vice 
Sheppard. 

The  medical  department  in  the  diftridds 
lately  ceded  by  his  highnefs  the  Nizam 
to  be  placed  under  the  luperintendance 
of  a  head  furgeon,  the  following  ar¬ 
rangements  are  to  take  place  in  confe- 
quence  : 

Mr.  Head  Surgeon  J.  Briggs,  on  fur¬ 
lough,  is  appointed  to  the  ceded  di- 
ftntts. 

Mr.  H.  Miller,  fenior  furgeon,  is  appoint¬ 
ed  an  adding  head  lurgeon,  and  to  do 
duty  in  the  ceded  diftridls  during  the 
abfenceofMr.  Briggs. 

Mr.  Tait,  late  lurgeon  of  Tanjore,  ar.d 
at  pvefent  fupernumerary,  to  do  duty 
in  the  garrilon  of  Madura,  vice  Miller. 

Mr.  J.  Street,  fenior  affiftant  lurgeon,  is 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  full  lurgeon, 
and  appointed  to  the  5th  regiment  of 
native  cavalry,  vice  Crilly,  deceafed. 

Mr.  Affiftant  Surgeon  T.  Owen  is  re¬ 
moved 
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moved  from  the  ift  battalion  13th  regi¬ 
ment,  and  appointed  to  do  duty  in  the 
gamlons  of  Attore  and  Tiagar,  vice 
Street,  promoted. 

Mr.  J.  Annefley  to  beanaffiftant  furgeon 
m  the  ift  battalion  13th  regiment  of 
native  infantry,  vice  Owen,  removed. 

DECEMBER. 

The  following  gentlemen  cadets  to  be 
lieutenants  on  the  eftablilhment 

Artillery—  Meffrs.  M.  H.  Court,  G.  W. 
Poignand,  and  R.  B.  Scott. 

Infantry— Melfrs.  T.  Becket,  cadet  of 
the  leafon  1798,  J.  Kirwan,  do.  J. 
Ford,  FI.  A.  P.  Williams,  J.  Bruffi, 
R.  Davis,  FI.  Y.  Kent,  T.  Jenkins, 
L.  Poignand,  E.  Conrv,  A.  Ck  Flamil- 
ton,  J.  P.  Greaves,  G.  Shepherd,  H. 
J.  Clofe,  J.  Simons,  J.  Y.  Porter,  B. 
Baker,  J.  T.  Trewinan,  E.  Ormffiy, 
A.  R.  Hughes,  E.  Nor  ns,  J.  Cant¬ 
well,  A.  Stewart,  G.  Jeffreys,  B.  J. 
Pidding,  J.  C.  Williamfon,  H.  W. 
Sale,  J.  Moore,  R.  Weft,  D.  Hay, 
W.  FI.  Loftie,  f.  W.  Brown,  Wk 
Brown,  G.  Cadell,  H.  E.  Somerville, 
J.  Pearfon,  J.  George,  M.  Blackifton, 
C.  Palk,  J.  Hall,  G.  Sandford,  H.  A. 
Purchas,  H.  Davie,  A.  Macleod,  P. 
Davie,  W.  Fernuhaugh,  J.  Cox,  T. 
Walker,  T.  Hodgfon,  T.  King,  I.  A. 
Kelly,  G.  L.  Wahab,  J.  Wahab,  Q. 
L.  Nixon. 

Colonel  U.  Vigors  to  command  the  fub- 
fidiary  force  ferving  with  his  highnefs 
the  Nizam,  vice  Dalrymple,  dcceafed. 

Colonel  F.  Gowdie  to  command  the 
Northern  divifion  of  the  army  until 
further  orders,  vice  Vigors. 

Major  E.  Cooke,  of  the  Bombay  efia- 
blifhment,  to  be  barrack  mafter  in  the 
province  of  Canara. 

Captain  Lewis,  of  the  Bombay  eftabliffi- 
nient,  to  be  barrack  mafter  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Malabar. 

Capt.  A.  Stratum  to  be  barrack  mafter  in 
the  territories  ceded  by  his  highnefs  the 
N  izam  to  the  Honourable  Company. 

Capt.  J.  WiHon,  of  the  ift  battalion  ^th 
regiment,  to  be  mufter-mafter  in  the 
ceded  Qiftricls. 

Corps  of  Artillery — Major  General  W. 
Sydenham  to  be  colonel  of  the  iftbat- 
talhon  of  artillery,  and  to  be  command¬ 
ant  of  the  corp;  of  artillery,  vice  Gcils, 
ftruck  oft.  Major  General  D.  Smith 
to  be  colonel  ol  the  2d  battalion  of  ar¬ 
tillery.  Major  C.  Carhfle  to  be  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel,  vice  Smith,  promoted. 
Capt.  R.Bell  to  be  major,  vice  Carlifle, 
promoted.  Capt.  Lieut.  Sir  J.  Sin¬ 


clair,  bart.  to  be  captain  of  a  company, 
vice  Bell,  promoted.  Lieutenant  G. 
Steele  to  be  captain-lieutenant,  vice 
Sinclair,  promoted ;  December  25. 
1800. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  Brunton  to  fuc- 
ceed  Major  General  Sydenham  in 
the  office  ol  military  auditor  general. 
Capt.  P.  Bruce  to  be  deputy  military 
auditor  general;  and  Idem.  J.  Prender- 
gaft  to  be  head  affiftant  to  the  military 
auditor  general. 

January,  1801. 

Lieut.  J.  Falconer,  now  fort  adjutant  at 
Pconamahe,  to  be  fort  adjutant  at 
Gooty. 

Lieut.  G.  FVilfon,  now  the  fort  adjutant 
at  Chittledroog,  to  be  fort  adjutant  at 
Poonamalie,  vice  Falconer,  removed. 

Serjeant  Major  J.  Clements  is  promoted 
to  be  adjutant  of  European  and  Native 
Invalids,  vice  Pippett,  deceafed. 

FE  B  RUARY. 

lyt/j  Reg .  Nat.  Infantry — Captain  W. 
Davifon  to  be  major,  vice  Gomonde, 
retired.  Capt.  Lieut.  B.  Newfome  to 
be  captain  of  a  company,  vice  Davifon, 
promoted.  Lieut.  P.  Grant  to  be  cap¬ 
tain-lieutenant,  vice  Newfome,  pro¬ 
moted  ;  Feb.  6,  1801.  LieutenantR. 
Mears  is  polled  to  the  17th  native  re¬ 
giment,  in  which  he  will  rank  next 
below  Lieut.  A.  Jones,  and  above 
Lieut.  J.  Falconar. 

Madras  European  Reg. — Captain  H. 
Webber  to  be  major,  vice  Munro,  de¬ 
ceafed.  Capt.  Lieut.  J.  Munro  to  be 
captain  of  a  company,  vice  Webber, 
promoted.  Lieut.  A.  Andrews  to  be 
captain-lieutenant,  vice  Munro,  pro¬ 
moted;  Dec.  24,  1800.  Lieut.  H. 
F  arde  to  be  quarter-mafter,  vice  An¬ 
drews,  promoted.  Capt.  J.  De  Mor¬ 
gan,  ox  the  2d  battalion  15th  regiment 
native  infantry,  to  be  mufter-mafter  in 
the  center  divifion  of  the  army,  vice 
Webber,  promoted. 

mar  c h. 

ft  he  following  gentlemen  cadets  to  be 
lieutenants  of  infantry  : — B.  B.  Parlby, 
(cadet  of  1798) ;  Aug.  7,  1799.  J. 
Hankins,  (cadet  of  1799, )  J.  B.  Fran¬ 
cis,  H.  Barlow,  J.  Sadlef,  R.  Mac- 
Crcith.H.  L.  Harington,  R.  Parmin- 
ter,  D.  Carftairs,  J.  Armftrong,  W. 
F.  Stewart,  R.  Peacock,  R.  Bye,  W. 
Barrett,  W.  Benett,  J.  S-  Frafer,  J. 
M.  Coombs,  B.  Woodward,  f.  Lucas, 
T.  Smith  waiie,,  J.  Brown,  W.  Pell, 
F.  Sampfon,  G.'Hankin,  H.  Downs, 
8  ft'.  Strange, 
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T.  Strange,  J.  W.  H.  Howell,  G. 
Collier,  H.  M‘Kinzie,  G.  Young,  J. 
Taggari ;  Julvi5,  1800. 

7 tb  Regt-  Native  Infantry — Capt.  A. 
Greenhill  to  be  major,  vice  Hardin, 
deceafed;  Feb.  21,  1801.  Captain 
Lieut.  A.  Brown  to  be  captain  of  a 
company,  vice  Greenhill,  promoted  ; 
do.  Lieut.  H.  S.  Scott  to  be  captain 
lieutenant,  vice  Brown,  promoted  ;  do. 
Lieut.  C.  Heath  to  be  adjutant  to  the 
2d  battalion  7th  regiment  native  infan¬ 
try,  vice  Scott,  promoted. 

£th  do-  —  Capt.  Lieut.  G.  M‘ Gregor  to 
be  captain  of  a  company,  vice  M‘Leod, 
ftruck  off;  March  3,  1801.  Lieut. 
J.  S.  Biofield  to  be  captain  lieutenant, 
vice  M‘Gregor,  promoted  ;  do. 

Lieut.  H.  W.  Wakefield  is  appointed  to 
lucceed  Lieut.  Harding  as  adjutant  to 
2d  battalion  14th  regiment;  and  Lieut. 
I.  C.  Stoke  to  fucceed  Lieut.  Price  as 
adjutant  to  the  2d  battalionpth  regiment 
native  infantry. 

Serjeant  Hunter,  of  the  2d  battalion  of  the 
lit  native  regiment,  is  appointed  acon- 
duftor  of  ordnance. 

The  Governor  in  Council  is  pleafed  to 
order  the  following  medical  promotions, 
removals,  and  appointments  to  take  place: 
Melfrs.  J.  White,  and  R.  Sherwood 
to  be  alfiftant  lurgeons,  (he  former  at 
the  prefidency  genera]  hofpital,  and  the 
latter  as  affidant  to  the  garrifon  lurgeon 
at  Fort  St.  George,  vice  Foljambe,  or¬ 
dered  on  field  fervice. 

Mr.  Senior  Surgeon  H.  Plarris  is  ap¬ 
pointed  an  aiding  head  furgeon,  and  to 
luperintend  the  medical  department  in 
the  fouthern  divifion  of  Malabar,  vice 
James,  on  furlough  to  Europe. 

Mr.  Surgeon  C.  Fleming  is  appointed  to 
the  Madras  European  regiment,  vice 
Harris,  promoted;  and  Mr.  Surgeon  G. 
Dunbar  to  the  garrifon  of  Ganjam,  vice 
Fleming,  removed. 

Mr.  Senior  Affiftant  Surgeon  R.  Addi- 


fen  is  promoted  td  the  rank  of  a  full 
furgeon,  and  appointed  to  the  3d  regi¬ 
ment  of  native  cavalry,  vice  Dunbar, 
removed. 

Mr.  Affiftant  Surgeon  J.  Grant  is  re¬ 
moved  from  the  iff  regiment  of  native 
cavalry  to  the  2d  battalion  18th  regi¬ 
ment  native  infantry.  Mr.  Affiftant 
Surgeon  J.  Beft  is  appointed  to  the  ill 
regiment  of  native  cavalry,  vice  Grant, 
removed  ;  and  Mr.  C.  Mackabe  to  do 
duty  under  the  ftaff  furgeon  with  the  de* 
tachment  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col. 
Innes,  vice  Palmer,  deceafed. 

Mr.  Affiftant  Surgeon  Cordincr  is  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  2d  battalion  4th  regiment 
native  infantry,  vice  Gilchrift,  deceafed. 

Mr.  Affiftant  Surgeon  T.  Evans  is  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  right  honourable  the  go¬ 
vernor’s  body  guard,  vice  Thomas,  di- 
refled  to  proceed  to  Europe. 

Mr.  Affiftant  Surgeon  Alves  is  appointed 
to  the  medical  charge  of  the  garrifon  of 
Sankerrydroog  and  Errode. 

Major  J.  Long,  from  the  loth  regiment, 
of  native  infantry,  to  be  lieutenant-co¬ 
lonel,  vice  Tolfrey,  deceafed ;  March 
7,  1801. 

loth  Regt.  Native  Infantry — Captain  J. 
Englith  to  be  major,  vice  Long,  pro¬ 
moted.  Capt.  Lieut.  E.  B-.  Baglhaw 
to  be  captain  of  a  company,  vice  Eng- 
lifh.  Lieut.  T.  Seton  to  be  captain 

lieutenant,  vice  Bagfftaw ;  do. 

\  < 

APR  lift 

Madras  European  Regt. —  Capt.  Lieut. 
A.  Andrews  to  be  captain  of  a  compa¬ 
ny,  vice  King,  deceafed ;  April  13, 
i8co.  Lieut.  G.  Cuftance  to  be  cap¬ 
tain  lieutenant,  vice  Andrews,  promot¬ 
ed  ;  do. 

Serjeant  Burby,  late  (lore  ferjeant  atTan- 
jore,  Serjeant  Gill,  arrack  ferjeant  at 
Fort  St.  George,  and  Serjeant-Major 
Thomfcn,  of  the  gariifon  of  Trichmo- 
poly,  to  be  condudtois  of  ordnance/ 


BOMBAY. 


In  the  Hon.  Com 
March,  1800 

By  the  Hon.  the  Governor  in  Council. 
Major-Gen.  Robert  Bowles  to  be  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  his  Majefty’s  and 
the  hon.  Company’s  troops  under  this 
prefidency,  in  the  room  of  Lieut.  Gen. 
J.  Stuart,  refigned;  Jan.  21,  1800. 

The  following  line  promotions  to  take 
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place  to  furnifh  the  7th  and  8th  native 
regiments  with  officers,  and  to  complete 
the  infantry  eftablifhment ;  The  date  of 
rank,  March  6,  1800  : — 

To  be  Colonels  of  Infantry — Lieutenant 
Colonels  J.  Kerr  and  R.  Gore. 

To  be  Lieutenant-Colonels  of  Infantry— ' 
Majors  M .  Grant,  J,  Paterfon,  j,  Tay¬ 
lor, 
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lor,  W.  Williamfon,  R.  A.  Heirn, 
A.  Difney. 

To  be  Majors  of  Infantry — Captains  R. 
Buchanan,  R.  Cook,  G.  Holmes,  W. 
Browne,  C.  Stuart,  R.  Kerr,  R. 
Seale,  W.  Lambert,  T.  Grummont, 
R.  T.  Heath. 

'To  be  Captains  of  Companies — Captain 
Lieutenants  J.  Harding,  R.  J.  Gor- 
mon,  G.  Llewellin,  W.  Powney,  R. 
Lewis,  R.  Wightman,  D.  Mahonv. 
Lieutenants  J.  Locke,  H.  Browne, 
W.  Boye,  F.  W.  Gifford,  C.  O. 
Stephenlon,  C.  B.  Burr,  W.  Young, 

H.  S.  Q (borne,  T.  C.  Harris,  W. 
Mealy,  W.  Roome,  C.  W.  Maxwell, 

I .  Hafweli,  A.  Johnfton,  R.  Webb, 
T.  Corfellis,  F.  Parry. 

To  be  Captain  Lieutenants — Lieutenants 
W.  Green,  J.  D.  A.  Watfon,  E. 
A  rmftrong,  C.  Mellingchamp,  J.  P. 
Dickinfon,  R.  Elliott,  J.  Smith,  D. 
Seton,  W.  Taylor,  J.  C.  Tudor, 
W.  P.  Tucker,  J.  Mackenzie,  E.  S. 
Faffed,  R.  Steward,  J.  Hunter,  W. 
Marfball,  A.  Glafs,  J.  B.  T.  j.  Pow¬ 
ell,  S.  Alleyn,  J.  H.  Fleming. 

Ca  ptam  L).  Price  to  be  (ecretary,  and 
Captain  C.  R.  Burr  to  be  aid-de-camp 
to  Major-General  Bowles. 

Capt.  A.  Bethune  to  command  the  Nair 
Subendy  corps,  vice  Kerr,  promoted; 
March  6,  1800. 

Mr.  Laurence  Shaw  to  be  rrmfter  mafter 
at  the  prelidency,  vice  Buchanan,  pro¬ 
moted. 

Affiftant  Surgeon  Collett,  now  at  Goa, 
to  be  deputy  medical  (lorekeeper  at 
that  place. 

Affiffant  Surgeon  Fildes  to  be  acling  fur- 
geon  of  the  Bombay  frigate. 

Lieut.  J.  Leighton,  of  the  battalion  of  ar¬ 
tillery,  to  be  adjutant,  vice  Smith,  who 
retires;  March  11,  1800. 

Major  B.  Forbes,  o(  his  Majefty’s  75th 
regiment,  to  be  honorary  aid-du-cajpp 
to  the  governor. 

Apr  1  l. 

Major  Gen.  R.  Nicholfon  to  be  a  gene¬ 
ral  officer  on  the  flaff  on  this  eftabliffi- 
ment  pro  tempore. 

The  following  officers  are  appointed  as 
General  N  cholfon’s  tiaff  : — Captain 
T.  Cape,  or  the  ad  battalion  71b  regi¬ 
ment,  major  of  brigade.  Captain  J. 
Dunfmurc,  of  his  Majefty’s  75; h  regi¬ 
ment,  aid-de-camp. 

Affiftant  Surgeons  Ogilvie  and  Dryfdale 
to  be  full  largeons,  to  complete  the  7th 
and  8th  regiments. 

Surgeon  J.  Short,  M.  D.  is  removed  from 


the  6th  to  the  7th  regiment  native  in¬ 
fantry. 

Surgeon  B.  Philipps  is  removed  from  the 
Bombay  frigate  to  the  6th  regiment 
native  infantry. 

Surgeon  S.  Meek  is  removed  from  the 
Mornington  to  the  5th  regiment  native 
infantry. 

Surgeon  T.  Ogilvie  is  appointed  to  the 
Bombay  frigate. 

Surgeon  J.  Dryfdale  is  appointed  to  the 
Mornington. 

Surgeon  Dryfdale  is  to  aft  as  furgeon  to 
the  8th  native  regiment. 

Affiftant  Surgeon  Fildes  to  aft  as  garrifon 
iurgeon. 

Affiftant  Surgeon  Twifs  to  aft  as  furgeon 
o(  the  Bombay  frigate. 

Affiftant  Surgeon  Skene  to  aft  as  furgeon 
of  the  Mornington. 

Affiftant  Surgeon  Inverarity  is  removed 
from  the  European  regiment  to  the  iff 
battalion  2d  native  regiment. 

Affiftant  -Surgeon  Cootes  is  pofted  to  the 
European  regiment,  vice  Inverarity. 

Affiftant  Surgeon  Wallace  is  pofted  to  the 
7th  native  regiment. 

Affiftant  Surgeons  Crufo  and  Robertfon 
are  pofted  to  the  8th  native  regiment. 

European  Regt. — Captain  LieutenantW. 
Green  to  be  captain  of  a  company,  vice 
Wightman,  deceafed  ;  April  3,  1800. 
Lieut.  H.  M.  Fitzgerald  to  be  captain 
lieutenant. 

Major  L.  Macquarrie,  of  his  Majefty’s 
77th  regiment,  to  be  military  fecretary 
to  the  governor,  vice  Capt.  Willon, 
resigned. 

European  Regt. — Cadet  A.  Brown  to  be 
eniign;  Sept.  21,  1800.  Euilign  A. 
Brown  to  be  lieutenant ;  March  6. 

The  <2.d,  or  Mabim  devijion  of  the 
Portuguese  Militia — Alvera  de  Saa 
Serrao  de  Azavedo,  captain,  to  be  fub- 
commandant,  vice  F.  Amador  de  Cruz 
Viegas,  fub-cornmandant,  refigned  the 
fervice.  Joaquim  Jofeph  des  Chagas, 
lieutenant,  to  be  captain,  vice  Alvera 
de  Saa  Serrao  de  Azavedo,  promoted  to 
fub-commandant.  Theotonia  de  Mel- 
lo.  enfign,  to  be  a  lieutenant,  vice  Joa¬ 
quim  Jofeph  des  Chagas,  promoted  to 
be  captain.  Jofeph  de  Silva  de  Mello, 
gent,  to  be  an  enfign,  vice  Theotonia 
tie  Mello,  promoted  to  be  lieutenant ; 
March  28,  1800.  Lieut.  Antonio  de 
Mello  to  be  captain,  vice  Joaquim 
foie  das  Chagas,  deceafed;  April  17. 
Manoel  Ferreira  Mello,  enf.gn,  to  be  a 
lieutenant,  vice  Antonio  Melio,  pro* 
moied  ;  do.  Manoel  Banetto,  gent, 
to  be  enfign,  vice  Manoel  Ferreira,  pro¬ 
moted  ;  do. 
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Lieut.  Spink  to  be  adjutant  and  quarter- 
mafter  of  the  European  companies  at 
Cannanore. 

JUNE. 

Lieutenant  J.  Lighton  to  be  removed  to 
the  coaft,  and  appointed  adjutant  and 
quarter-mafter  to  the  detachment  of 
artillery  under  the  command  of  Major 
Baillie. 

Lieut.  C.  {.  Bond  to  be  adjutant  to  the 
battalion  of  artillery,  vice  Lighton,  re¬ 
moved. 

The  following  cadets  are  promoted  to 
enfigns,  date  of  rank  May  26,  1800,  and 
are  polled  to  corps  as  follows  :  — 
European  Regt  — Id.  Hexter,  F.  D. 

Ballantyne,  and  G.  Strachan. 

1 ft,  or  Grenadier  Bat. — J.  Sykes  and  J. 
Allan. 

zd  Bat .  17?  Regt . — A.  B.  Baron. 

1 (l  Bat.  2 d  Regt. — S.  Wallis  and  V. 
Kennedy. 

e d  Bat.  2 d  Regt. — W.  Miles. 

3 Jl  Bat.  3 d  Regt. — W.  Vofs  and  Alex. 
Maxwell. 

2 d  Bat.  3 d  Regt.' — J.  Irving. 

3 Jl  Bat.  \th  Regt.' — H.  R.  Defchamps 
and  D.  Dumerfq. 

2 d  Bat.  tgth  Regt. — J.  F.  Salter. 

1 ft  Bat.  gth  Regt. — G.  Cauty  and  T. 

Pierce.  ' 

2 d  Bat.  fith  Regt. — T.  Poole. 
ijl  Bat.  6th  Regt. — C.  T.  Page. 

9,d  Bat.  6th  Regt. — H.  Crufo. 

1 ft  Bat.  yth  Regt. — C.  Armftrong. 

2 d  Bat.  jth  Regt. — T.  White. 

3 Jl  Bat.  8 thRegt. — R.  A.  Wdlhs. 

2 d  Bat.  8 th  Regt. — J.  Thomas. 

Marine  Bat. — I.  R.  Prefcot. 

3 Jl  Native  Regt.-- Elded  Captain  W. 
Mafon  to  be  maior,  vice  Fyfe,  deceaf- 
ed  ;  June  26,  i8co.  Capt.  Lieut.  J. 
D.  Watfon  to  be  captain  of  a  compa¬ 
ny,  vice  Mafon,  promoted  ;  do.  El- 
deft  Lieutenant  A.  Steele  to  be  cap¬ 
tain  lieutenant,  vice  Watfon,  promot¬ 
ed;  do. 

Mr.  J.  Skene,  now  afting  in  the  Morn- 
ington,  to  be  adding  lurgeon  of  the 
Bombay  frigate,  and  that  Mr.  Henry 
Robertfon  be  removed  as  adding  bur¬ 
geon  of  the  Mornington  until  further 
orders. 

JULY. 

The  under-mentioned  officers  who  are 
cadets  of  the  feafon  3782,  and  who  had 
not  attained  the  rank  of  captain  previous 
to  the  8th  January  3798,  are  to  have 


commiffions  as  fuch  by  brevet  with  rank 
in  the  army  on  the  above-mentioned  dale, 
viz.  Jan.  8,  1798. 

Captains  T.  Cape;  D.  Bruce,  G-  Wil¬ 
liams,  J.  Dufty,  J.  Douglas,  J.  Lloyd, 
J  Hardmg,  R.  J.  Gorman,  G.  Lle- 
wellin,  W.  Powncy,  R.  Lewis,  and 
J.  Turner. 

4 th  Native  Regt. — Capt-  Lieut.  J.  P. 
Dickenlon  to,  be  captain  of  a  company, 
vice  Marlhall,  deceafed  ;  July  7,  3800. 
Lieutenant  J.  Simplon  to  be  captain 
lieutenant,  vice  Dickenfon,  promoted; 
do.  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  George 
Brady,  of  the  2d  battalion,  to  be  adju¬ 
tant  and  quarter-mafter,  vice  Dicken¬ 
fon,  promoted;  do.  Lieutenant  D. 
Leighton  to  be  adjutant  of  the  2d  bat-* 
talion,  vice  Brady  ;  do. 

AUGUST. 

Mr.  R.  Montgomery  to  be  enfign  of  the 
marine  battalion ;  July  30,  3800. 

Mefirs.  Befnard  and  Wyburd  to  be  en¬ 
figns,  Auguft  6,  1800,  the  former  to 
the  European  infantry,  the  latter  to  the 
2d  bat.  ift  native  regt.  at  Surat. 

SEPTEMBER. 

The  following  cadets  are  appointed  en¬ 
figns  as  follows : — Enfign  Lacy  to  the 
2d  battalion  2d  regiment;  Enfign  Gor¬ 
don  to  the  2d  battalion  3d  regiment ; 
Enfign  Jennings  to  the  2d  battalion  4th 
regiment;  and  Enfign  Stokoe  to  the  2d 
battalion  5th  regiment  native  infantry. 

Lieutenant  G.  Warden,  quartet-mailer  of 
the  battalion  ol  artillery,  is  appointed  a 
member  of  the  committee  of  furvey, 
vice  Powell,  promoted. 

Affiftant  Surgeon  Wallace  to  aft  as  fur- 
geon  of  the  Mornington,  vice  Affiftant 
Surgeon  Tbomfon,  removed  to  the  2d 
battalion  7th  regiment  native  infantry. 

OCTOBER. 

Li<<ut.  G.  Warden,  of  the  battalion  of  ar¬ 
tillery,  to  fill  up  the  vacancy  in  the  com- 
miffariate  department  of  the  prefidency, 
occafioned  by  the  death  of  Capt.  Lieut. 
John  Comyn. 

Lieut.  C.  M'Lean  to  be  captain  lieute¬ 
nant,  vice  Comyn,  deceafedj  Aug.  3, 
38co. 

Capt.  Lieut.  W.  Smith  to  be  appointed 
quarter-mafter  of  the  battalion  of  artil¬ 
lery,  vacated  by  the  nomination  of 
Lieut.  Warden  to  be  deputy  commil- 
lary  ol  ftores. 

Doftor  Short,  of  the  6th  regiment  of  na¬ 
tive  infantry;  is  appointed  to  the  medical 
duties  at  Bagdad. 

Mr. 


/ 


MILITARY  BROMOTIONS;  gy 


Mr.  Wye,  the  fenior  aftiftant  furgeon  on 
this  ellablilhment,  to  be  promoted  to 
the  rank  oF  a  full  furgeon  Irom  the  date 
of  Dr.  Short’s  removal ;  and  alfo  that 
Aftiftant  Surgeon  Thompfon  be  ap¬ 
pointed  garrifon  furgeon’s  mate,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Wallace,  ordered  to  the 
Mornington. 

NOVEMBER* 

Lieut.  A.  G.  FiFher  to  be  captain  lieute¬ 
nant  of  artillery,  vice  Urquhart,  de¬ 
ceafed;  Nov.  10,  1800. 

DECEMBER. 

Mr.  Kehn  to  be  aftiftant  furgeon  to  the 
Portuguefe  militia,  in  the  room  of  Dr. 
Fildes. 

Doftor  Keir  to  be  furgeon  to  the  fencible 
corps. 

Eldeft  Major  H.  P.  Lawrence  to  be  lieu¬ 
tenant  colonel,  vice  Hierne,  ftruck  off 
the  lift  of  the  army  ;  Dec.  23,  1800. 

European  Regt. — Eldeft  Captain  J.  Baird  . 
to  be  major,  vice  Laurence,  promoted  ; 
do.  Capt.  Lieut.  H.  M.  Fitzgerald  to 
be  captain  of  a  company,  vice  Baird, 
promoted;  do.  Lieut.  R.  Mahon  to 
be  captain  lieutenant,  vice  Fitzgerald, 
promoted ;  do. 

vd  Native  Regt. — Capt.  Lieut.  E.  Arm- 
ftrong  to  be  captain  of  a  company,  vice 
Davis  ftruck  off  the  lift  of  the  army  ; 
do.  Lieut.  J.  Morley  to  be  captain 
lieutenant,  vice  Armftrong,  promoted; 
do. 

3 d  do. — Capt.  Lieut.  C.  Mellingchamp 
to  be  captain  of  a  company,  vice  Reed, 
ftruck  off  the  lift  of  the  army ;  ditto. 
Lieut.  M.  Kennedy  to  be  captain  lieu¬ 
tenant,  vice  Mellingchamp,  promoted ; 
do.  Lieut.  W.  Turner  to  be  adjutant 
and  quarter-mafter,vice  Mellingchamp, 
promoted  ;  do. 

%tb  do. — Capt.  Lieut.  W.  Taylor  to  be 
captain  of  a  company,  vice  Forman,  re¬ 
tired;  do.  Lieut.  R.  Barkley  to ‘he 
captain  lieutenant,  vice  Taylor,  pro¬ 
moted  ;  do. 

JANUARY,  180!. 

4 th  Native  Regt. — Captain-LieutenantJ. 
Sampfon  to  be  captain  of  a  company, 
vice  Maxwell,  deceafed ;  Dec.  17, 
1800.  Lieut.  G.  Brady  to  be  captain 
lieutenant,  vice  Sampfon,  promoted; 
do. 

The  following  cadets  are  promoted  to  be 
enfigns,  and  ported  as  follows: — E. 
Frederick  and  G.  Grant,  2d  battalion 
lft  regiment  infantry.  R.  Shaw,  J. 
Godfrey,  and  G.  A.'  Litchfield  to  the 
vol.  3. 


th  regiment;  the  two  fnft  to  the  lft: 
atralion,  and  the  laft  to  the  2d  bat. 
Captain  J.  Sampfon,  of  the  4  th  native  re¬ 
giment,  is  transferred  to  the  2d  batta¬ 
lion,  yiee  Maxwell,  deceafed ;  and 
Capt.  Lieut.  Brady  is  removed  to  lft 
battalion,  vice  Simpfon,  promoted. 
Lieut.  Col.  T.  Mirfhall  is  transferred  to 
the  regiment  of  European. infantry,  vice 
Little,  promoted;  and  Lieut.  Col.  J. 
Burrows  is  removed  to  the  2d  battalion 
2d  regiment,  vice  Marfhall. 

Capt.  Lieut.  E.  C.  S.  Waddington,  of  » 
th’e  2d  regt.  is  removed  to  the  iftbat. 

FEBRUARY. 

Cadets  of  the  year  1799,  promoted  to 
be  lieutenants  and  enfigns  of  infantry,  are 
permanently  ported  to  regiments  as  fol¬ 
lows  ;  the  date  of  rank  of  the  enfigns,  6th 
of  March  1800;  and  that  of  the  lieute¬ 
nants,  26th  May  1800. 

European  Regt. — Lieutenants  I.  R.  Pref- 
cot,  H.  Crufo,  J.  S.  Crofts,  J.  Al¬ 
lan,  R.  Ogilvie,  R.  A.  Wallis,  H. 

L.  Hexter,  vice  Cantilionj  deceafed ; 

T.  W.  Stoke,  vice  Hexter,  deceafed ; 
W.  Sandwich,  vice  Fitzgerald,  pro¬ 
moted  ;  E.  G.  Stannus,  vice  Mahon, 
promoted  ;  C.  Armftrong,  vice  Cart¬ 
wright,  deceafed ;  T.  White,  vice 
Willmott,  deceafed. 

1 ft  Native  Regt. — Lieutenants  C.  F. 
Gordon,  J.  Buchan,  G.  W.  Jen¬ 
nings,  F.  D.  Bailantyne,  T.  Poole, 
vice  Gordon,  deceafed;  G.  Grant, 
vice  Steele,  promoted ;  W.  Milles, 
vice  Smith,  deceafed  ;  J.  A.  Bradken- 
bury,  vice  Drummond,  removed  as  a 
cadet  to  the  engineer  corps. 

2 d  do. — Lieutenants  J.  Thomas,  V.  Ken- 
nedj,  N.  Belnard,  D.  Dumarefq,  J, 
Irving,  vice  Levingfton,  deceafed ;  W. 
Miles,  vice  White,  deceafed;  R.  Shaw, 
vice  Morley  promoted ;  T.  Collier, 
vice  Waddington,  promoted. 

3 d  do. — Lieutenants  C.  T.  Page,  H.  R. 
Defchamps,  D.  C.Weymfs,  T. Pierce, 

P.  Featon,  vice  Allen,  deceafed;  R. 
Jones,  vice  Kennedy,  promoted ;  En- 
ugn  G.  Strachan. 

4 th  do. — Lieutenants  E.  Frederick,  E. 

C.  Lord,  J.  Sykes,  W.  Vofs,  C. 
Swayne,  vice  Hammond,  difmiffed  by 
the  fentence  of  a  general  court  martial  ; 

W  Barnett,  vice  Sampfon,  promoted; 

J.  Lewis,  vice  Brady,  premoted;  En- 
fign  A.  Maxwell. 

tjtb  do. — Lieutenants  C.  Chriftie,  G.  A. 
Litchfield,  T.  Lacey,  R.  Montgome¬ 
ry,  Eufign  J.  Stewart. 

6th  do.  —Lieutenants  N.  P.  Powell,  H. 
f  G  Smith, 
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Smith,  S.  Wallis,  E.  Reynolds,  D. 
Campbell,  vice  Marriott,  penfioned ; 
Enfign  W.  T.  Mathias. 
rth  do.  — Lieutenants  J.  Godfrey,  T. 
Burford,  R.  Wyburd,  W.  Shermer, 
Enfign  [.  B.  Brooks. 

8th  do. — Lieutenants  J.  F.  Salter,  A. 

B.  Bacon,  F.  G.  Munt,  S  F.  Robert- 
fon,  R.  Lapvdle,  vice  Helm,  deceas¬ 
ed  ;  G.  Cauty,  vice  Fleming,  deceafed; 

C.  Garrawcy,  vice  Barclay,  promoted. 
Marine  Bat. — Lieutenants  P.  Lodwick, 

and  E.  J.  Mamnnant. 

Engineers — Enfigns  E.  H.  Bellafis-  and 
J  S.  R.  Drummond  to  be  lieutenants; 
March  26,  l8oo» 

Captain  W.  Powney  is  transferred  to  the 
charge  of  the  gd  company  of  native  in¬ 
valids,  and  to  the  command  oi  Mahirn 
Fort,  vice  Goodwin,  deceafed. 

Adjutant  R.  Pereira,  of  the  Bombay  divi- 
fion  of  Porfugueze  militia,  is  promoted 
to  he  captain  in  the  Mafaim  divifion  of 
Portugueze  militia. 

MAR  C  H. 

6th  Regt.-— Enfign  W.  T  Matthias  to  be 
lieutenant,  vice  Percival,  deceafed  ; 
March  11,  1801. 

8th  Regt. — Capt.  Lieut.  R.  Barclay  to 
be  captain  of  a  company,  vice  Powney, 
deceafed;  do.  Lieut.  W.  Burk  to  be 
captain  lieutenant,  vice  Barclay,  pro¬ 
moted ;  do,  Lieut.  H.  Rudland  to  be 
adjutant  and  quarter-mailer,  vice  Bar¬ 
clay,  promoted  ;  do. 

Affiftant  Surgeon  Donald  is  appointed  fe- 
cond  mate  ol  the  General  Plofpital  at 
the  Prehdency. 

6th  Regt.  of  Infantry — Cap#.  Lieut.  J. 
Smith  to  be  captain  of  a  company,  vice 
Johnflon,  penfionedon  hall  pay;  March 
28.  Lieut.  R.  Macdonald  to  be  cap¬ 
tain  lieutenant,  vice  Smith,  promoted  ; 
March  21. 

/ 

APRIL. 


jor-General  Bowles  for  Europe,.  Major* 
General  Nicholfon  is  appointed  to  the 
chief  command  of  his  Majelly’s  and  the 
Hon.  Company’s  troops  on  this  elta- 
blifhment;  Aprils,  1801. 

Captain  T.  Cape  is  alfo  appointed  mili¬ 
tary  fecretary  to  General  Nicholfon. 

Fencible  Regiment. 

To  he  Captains — H.  Fawcett,  J.  Fell,  J. 
Smith,  C.  Forbes,  W.  Dowdefwell, 
N.  H.  Smith,  J.  Law,  H.  S.  Pearfon, 
J.  Elphinftone,  E.  Atkins. 

To  be  Lieutenants — H.  Shank,  H.  Lec- 
kie,  j.  Hungerford,  W.  Kennedy,  H. 
F.  Conftable,  J.  Cumberledge,  A. 
Gray,  L.  Alhbarner,  R.  Hough,  J. 
Douglas. 

Li  cut.  J.  Edward  is  appointed  adjutant  of 
the  regiment  of  European  infantry,  vice 
Scobie,  promoted;  April  5,  1801. 

Lieut.  O.  Bond  to  be  adjutant  to  the  firft 
battalion  fixth  regiment,  vice  Smith, 
promoted  to  a  company  ;  March  2 1 . 

Lieut.  Re'beneck,  of  the  engineers,  to  be 
adjutant  to  that  corps,  vice  Crozier, 
gone  to  Europe. 

Mr.  W.  Crawford  to  be  a  lieutenant  in 
the  fencible  regiment,  vice  tHough, 
permitted  to  retire. 

European  Regt. — Captain  S.  Wallace  to 
be  major,  vice  Baird,  deceafed  ;  March 
28.  Capt.  Lieut.  R.  Mahon  to  be 
captain  of  a  company,  vice  Wallace, 
promoted;  do.  Lieut.  M.  J.  Scobie 
to  be  captain  lieutenant,  vice  Mahon, 
promoted  ;  do.  Lieut.  John  Spink  to 
be  captain  lieutenant,  vice  Scobie,  pro¬ 
moted  ;  April  4. 

Surgeon  Stewart  to  be  appointed  afling 
medical  (lore-keeper,  vice  Scott,  pro¬ 
moted;  and  that  AGiilant  Surgeon  Baird 
perforin  the  medical  duties  of  the  artil¬ 
lery  corps. 

Senior  Affiltant  Surgeon  Keir  to  be  pro¬ 
moted  to  full  (urgeon,  and  appointed 
garni  on  furgeon  at  the  Presidency. 


In  confequence  of  the  departure  of  Ma¬ 


\ 


births,  marriages,  and  deati  s 


BIRTHS. 

April  i,  1800,  at  Madras,  the  lady1  of 
Dr.  Thackeray,  of  a  foil ;  2,  at  ditto, 
the  lady  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Kerr,  of  a  fon  ; 
6,  at  Calcutta,  Mrs.  R.  Williams,  of  a 
daughter;  14,  at  Hyderabad,  Mrs. 
Goldl worthy,  of  a  daughter;  21,  at 
Bombay,  the  lady  of  R.  Anderfon,  efq. 
of  a  fon  ;  fame  day,  at  Madras,  Mrs. 
Blyth,  of  a  daughter;  22,  at  Calcutta, 
the  lady  of  Captain  Moore  of  the 
Lriendjhip ,  of  a  fon  ;  25,  at  Bombay, 
the  lady  of  Henry  Fawcett,  esq.  of  a 
fon  ;  fame  day,  at  Ambore,  the  lady  of 
Captain  William  King,  commanding 
that  garrifon,  of  a  daughter;  26,  at 
Calicut,  the  lady  of  Mr.  John  Smee,  of 
a  fon  ;  27,  at  Calcutta,  the  lady  of  J.  C. 
Pingel,  efq.  Daniffi  Commercial  Chief 
at  Serampore;  28,  at  Bombay,  the  lady 
df  Capt.  W.  Brookes  of  the  Engineer 
corps,  of  a  daughter;  30,  at  ditto,  the 
lady  of  James  Smith,  efq.  of  a  fon ; 
Lately,  at  Cannanore,  Mrs  Rebenack, 
of  a  fon  ;  at  Bombay,  the  lady  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Robert  Blackall,  of  a  daughter. 

May  i,  at  Bankipore,  the  lady  of  Jame» 
Barton,  efq.  of  a  fon ;  4,  at  Madras, 
Mrs.  Geifler,  of  a'ckiughter;  14,  at 
Hyderabad,  Mrs.  Goldiworthy,  of  a 
daughter;  15,  at  Madras,  the  wife  of 
James  Clare,  matrofs  of  the  2d  batta¬ 
lion  of  artillery,  was  fafely  delivered  of 
three  children ,  one  boy  and  two  girls, 
who,  with  their  mother,  are  likely  to 
do  well ;  17,  at  Calcutta,  Mr3.  Ken¬ 
nedy,  of  a  fon;  18,  at  ditto,  Mrs.  David 
Daniel,  of  a  fon  ;  fame  day,  at  Bombay, 
the  lady  of  J.  Cumberledge,  efq.  of  a 
fon  ;  23,  at  ditto,  the  lady  of  Lieut.  Col. 
Blair,  of  a  daughter ;  24,  at  Gya,  the 
lady  of  John  Patch,  efq.  of  a  fon  ;  26, 
at  Chuprah,  the  lady  of  T.  L.  N.  Sturt, 
efq.  of  a  fon;  at  Jaffnapatam,  the  hon. 
Mrs.  Tumour,  of  a  daughter;  30,  at 
Calcutta,  the  lady  of  Captain  John 
Cooke,  of  a  daughter  ;  Lately ,  at  Ma¬ 
dras,  the  lady  of  Mungo  Dick.  efq.  of 
a  fon  ;  fame  place,  the  lady  of  Lieut. 
Colonel  Dallas,  of  a  fon. 

Ju\e  4,  at  Calcutta,  the  lady  of  F.  Horf- 
ley,  efq.  ol  a  fen  ;  5,  at  Bombay,  the 
lady  of  Robert  Stewart,  efq.  of  a  daugh- 

,  ter;  6,  at  Cbingleput,  the  lady  of  W. 


Ainflie,  efq.  of  a  daughter;  7,  at  Cal¬ 
cutta,  Mrs.  W.  Bartlett,  of  a  daughter; 
9,  at  ditto,  the  lady  of  Capt.  C.  Wyatt, 
of  a  daughter  ;  12,  at  ditto,  the  lady  of 
W.  Farqhuarfon,  efq.  of  a  son  ;  13,  at 
Columbo,  the  lady  of  the  rev.  Mr. 
Meyer,  of  a  daughter:  16,  at  Seram¬ 
pore,  the  lady  of  S.  Kierulf,  efq.  of  twin 
fons ;  20,  at  Pondamallie,  the  hon. 
Mrs.  G.  St.  John,  of  a  daughter  ;  21,  at 
Guntoor,  the  lady  of  H.  Willon,  efq.  of 
a  fon  ;  fame  day,  at  Bombay,  the  lady 
of  John  Church,  efq.  of  a  fon;  24,  at 
Benares,  the  lady  of  S.  Davis,  esq.  of  a 
fon  ;  26,  at  Calcutta,  the  lady  of  Colo¬ 
nel  Dyer,  of  a  daughter;  27,  at  ditto, 
Mrs.  Debordeux,  of  a  fon  ;  29,  at  Bom¬ 
bay,  the  lady  of  J.  Patterfon,  efq.  of  a 
fon  ;  Lately,  at  ditto,  the  lady  of  Capt. 
Dowell,  of  a  fon  ;  at  Hoogly,  the  lady 
of  Thomas  Brooke,  efq.  of  a  daughter  ; 
at  Madras,  the  lady  of  W.  Harrington, 
efq.  of  a  daughter ;  fame  place,  the  lady 
of  George  Lys,  efq.  of  a  daughter; 
fame  place,  the  lady  of  Lieut.  Colonel 
Agnew,  of  a  fon  ;  fame  place,  the  lady 
of  James  Taylor,  efq.  of  a  fon;  ac 
Mugletore,  the  lady  of  Capt.  Bownefs4 
of  a  fon. 

July,  at  Calcutta,  the  lady  of  David  R.ofs, 
efq.  of  a  daughter  ;  fame  place,  the  lady 
of  Major  Hart,  of  a  daughter;  fame 
place,  Mrs.  A.  Fleming,  of  a  fon  ;  fame 
place,  Mrs.  T.  Betts,  of  a  fon  ;  fame 
place,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Frances,  of  a  fon ; 
fame  place,  the  lady  of  C.  Rothman, 
efq.  of  a  fon  ;  ditto,  the  lady  oi  W.  Hol¬ 
land,  efq.  of  a  daughter  ;  at  Gulferah, 
Mrs.  Ii.uton,  6f  a  daughter  ;  at  Bom¬ 
bay,  the  lady  of  Mr.  Weft,  ailiftam- 
furgeon,  of  a  fon  ;  at  Calicut,  the  lady 
G.  W.  Gillid,  efq.  of  a  fon  ;  at  Calcut¬ 
ta,  the  lady  of  Lawrence  Shaw,  efq.  of 
a  fon  ;  at  Allahabad,  the  lady  of  C. 
Corfield,  efq.  lurgeon,  76m  regiment,  of 
a  daughter;  at  Malacca,  the  lady  of 
Major  John  Deighton,  of  a  fon;  at 
Madras,  tire  lady  of  John  Underwood, 
efq.  of  a  fen  ;  ditto,  Mrs.  Griffiths,  of 
a  fon . 

August,  at  Bombay,  the  lady  of  Capt. 
Ed.  Moore,  of  a  daughter;  ditto  the 
lady  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Benjamin 
Edrbes,  of  a  daughter ;  at  Calcutta,  tjac 
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lady  of  Edward  Lloyd,  efq.  of  a  fon  ; 
ditto,  the  lady  of  Alexander  Binny, 
efq.  of  a  daughter ;  ditto,  the  lady 
Ruffel,  of  a  daughter ;  at  Madras,  the 
lady  of  Thomas  D’Souza,  efq.  of  a  fon  ; 
at  Kifhnagur,  the  lady  of  Charles  Old¬ 
field,  efq.  of  a  fon  ;  at  Calcutta,  Mrs. 
Sandford,  of  a  fon  ;  at  Buxar,  the  lady 
of  Capt.  William  Mercer,  of  a  fon  ;  at 
Madras,  the  lady  of  William  Waiters, 
efq.  of  a  fon  ;  ditto,  the  lady  of  Capt. 
Auguftus  Floyer,  of  a  fon. 

September,  at  Bombay,  the  lady  of 
Alexander  Bell,  efq.  of  a  fon  ;  at  Cal¬ 
cutta,  Mrs.  Barnfield,  of  a  fen ;  at 
Barrackpore,  the  lady  of  Capt.  Charles 
Brietzclce,  efq.  of  a  fon  ;  in  Fort  Wil¬ 
liam,  the  lady  cf  Capt.  O’Halloran,  of 
a  fon  ;  at  Patna,  the  lady  of  Lieut.  Col. 
G.  Gordon,  of  a  fon;  at  Calcutta,  Mrs. 
M,  Smith,  of  a  fon;  ditto,  Mrs.  Welt- 
fhire,  of  a  fon  ;  Lately  in  Camp ,  the 
lady  of  Capt.  Staunton,  of  a  daughter  ; 
at  Madras,  the  lady  of  Robert  Woolf, 
efq.  of  a  fon;  ditto,  the  lady  of  H. 
Brown,  efq.  of  a  fon  ;  ditto,  the  lady  of 
Thomas  Stephens,  efq.  of  a  fon  ;  ditto, 
the  lady  of  Charles  Walters,  efq.  of  a 
fon  ;  ditto,  the  lady  of  Capt.  Bofc,  of  a 
fon;  at  Calcutta,  the  lady  of  Thomas 
Raban,  efq.  of  a  daughter  ;  ditto,  Mrs. 
Huttemas,  of  a  fon ;  ditto,  Mrs.  Mof- 
~fat,  of  a  fon  ;  ditto,  the  lady  of  George 
Jackfon,  efq.  of  a  fon;  ditto,  Mrs. 
Barnfield,  of  a  fon;  at  Madras,  Mrs. 
Hope,  of  a  daughter. 

October,  at  Bombay,  the  lady  of  Lieut. 
Colonel  Jofeph  Bland,  of  a  daughter  ; 
at  Calcutta,  the  lady  of  William  Cum- 
rr.ing,  efq.  of  a  daughter ;  ditto,  Mrs. 
M- Arthur,  of  a  daughter ;  ditto,  Mrs. 
P.  Gore,  of  a  fen  ;  ditto,  the  lady  of 
E.  Fletcher,  efq.  of  a  fon  ;  ditto,  the 
lady  of  John  Lumfden,  efq.  of  a  fon ; 
at  Din  more,  the  lady  of  D.  Burgefs,  efq. 
of  a  fon  ;  at  Cawnpore,  the  lady  of 
Capt.  J.  Paton,  of  a  fon ;  at  Calcutta, 
the  lady  of  E.  Fletcher,  efq.  of  a  fon  ; 
ditto,  the  lady  of  James  Taylor,  efq.  of 
a  fon;  ditto,  the  lady  of  the  rev.  Mr. 
Brown,  of  a  daughter ;  at  Serampore, 
the  lady  of  G.  A.  V’Deurs,  efq.  of  a  fon ; 
at  Chittledroog,  the  lady  of  J.  Steven- 
fon,  of  a  fon;  at  Calcutta,  the  lady  of 
R.  Cardin,  efq.tof  a  fon  ;  at  Rung-pore, 
the  lady  of  A.  Wright,  efq,  of  a  fon  ;  at 
Calcutta,  the  lady  of  Major  Glafs,  of  a 
fon. 

November,  at  Bombay,  the  lady  of  Capt. 
John  Shaw,  of  a  daughter;  at  Inge- 
ram,  the  lady  of  William  Norman,  efq. 
of  a  daughter;  at  St.  Thome,  Mrs.  Da¬ 


vis,  of  a  fon  ;  at  Madras,  the  lady  of 
Herbert  Compton,  efq.  of  a  fon ;  at 
Bombay,  the  lady  of  William  Sand¬ 
wich,  efq.  of  a  fon  ;  at  Calcutta,  Mrs. 
Smith,  head  millrefs  of  the  free  fchool, 
of  a  fon  ;  at  Barrackpore,  the  lady  of 
Lieut.  Colonel  Marley,  of  a  fon ;  at 
Madras,  the  lady  of  J.  Goldingham, 
efq.  of  a  fon  ;  at  Jeffore,  the  lady  of  J. 
Win  tie,  efq.  of  a  fon  ;  at  Colombo,  Mrs. 
Holft,  of  a  daughter ;  at  Chuprah,  the 
lady  of  Charles  Boddam,  efq.  of  a 
daughter  ;  at  Bombay,  the  lady  of  He- 
lenius  Scott,  efq.  of  a  fon  ;  ditto,  the 
lady  of  Capt.  S.  Wilfon,  of  a  daughter-; 
at  Calcutta,  the  lady  of  G.  P.  Ricketts, 
efq.  of  a  daughter. 

D  ecember.  at  Calcutta,  the  lady  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Roxburgh,  efq.  of  a  fon;  at  Ma¬ 
dras,  the  lady  of  Major  Grey,  of  a  fon; 
ditto,  the  lady  of  Surgeon  Caudmont, 
of  the  regiment  de  Meuron,  of  a  fon; 
ditto,  the  lady  of  J.  Fombelle,  of  a 
daughter;  ditto,  the  lady  of  William 
Dring,  efq.  of  a  daughter  ;  ditto,  the 
lady  of  G.  French,  efq.  of  a  daughter  ; 
ditto,  Mrs.  W.  Smith,  of  a  daughter  j 
at  Rampore,  the  lady  of  Francis  Lau¬ 
rence.  efq.  of  a  daughter;  at  RulTa- 
puglah,  Mrs.  Manley,  of  a  daughter  ; 
at  Calcutta,  the  lady  of  James  Herriot, 
Affiflant  Surgeon,  of  a  daughter;  ditto* 
Mrs.  Ballon,  of  a  fon;  at  Serampore, 
the  lady  of  J.  C.  Kerfting,  of  a  fon  ; 
at  Calcutta,  the  lady  of  Sir  Alexander 
Seton,  bart.  of  a  daughter  ;  in  the  Ma¬ 
labar  province,  the  lady  of  Major  G, 
Holmes,  of  a  fon  ;  at  Madras,  the  lady 
of  A.  Macleod,efq.of  a  daughter  ;  ditto, 
the  lady  of  Major  Gen.  Conyngham, 
of  a  daughter;  in  the  Canara  province, 
the  lady  of  C.  Watkins,  efq.  of  a  fon; 
at  Madras,  the  lady  of  J.  N.  Watts,  efq. 
of  a  fon ;  ditto,  Mrs.  Connell,  of  a 
daughter. 

January,  igoi,  at  Madras,  the  lady  of 
Maurice  Fitzgerald,  efq.  of  a  fon ;  at 
St.  Thomas’s  Mount,  the  lady  of  Alex. 
Mackenzie,  efq.  of  a  daughter ;  at  Gan- 
jam,  the  lady  of  Capt,  Hall  of  the  ar¬ 
tillery,  of  a  fon  ;  at  Madras,  the  lady 
of  Alexander  Falconar,  efq.  of  a  fon  ;  at 
Poonamailie,  the  lady  of  William 
Mackintolh,  efq.  of  a  fon  ;  at  Arrah, 
the  lady  of  J.  Rawlins,  efq.  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter  ;  at  Calcutta,  the  lady  of  Capt. 
Hodgfon,  of  a  daughter  ;  ditto,  the  lady 
of  Sir  Frederick  Hamilton,  bart.  of  a 
daughter ;  ditto,  the  lady  of  W.  B. 
Gould,  efq.  of  a  fon ;  ditto,  Mrs. 
Defbrofl'es,  of  a  daughter ;  at  Chunar, 
the  lady  of  Capt,  J.  J.  Bird,  of  a 

daughter; 
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daughter  ;  at  Calcutta,  the  lady  of  A. 
John  (lone,  efq.  of  a  fon  ;  ditto,  the  lady 
of  Lieut.  Blunt,  of  the  engineers,  of  a 
fon  ;  ditto,  Mrs.  Hodges,  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter  ;  at  Calcutta,  the  lady  of  Capt.  R. 
H.  Colebrooke,  efq.  of  a  fon;  ditto, 
Mrs.  A.  Thompfon,  of  a  foil;  ditto,  the 
lady  of  Lieut.  Wilfon,  of  a  daughter ; 
at  Pinang,  Mrs.  Rattray,  of  a  fon  ;  at 
Surat,  the  lady  of  Capt.  J.  Smith,  of  a 
fon  ;  at  Soorool,  the  lady  of  j.  Cheap, 
efq.  of  a  fon  ;  at  Calcutta,  the  lady  of 
B.  Mafon,  efq.  of  a  fon. 

February,  at  Madras,  the  lady  of'E. 
Roebuck,  efq.  of  a  fon  ;  at  Bombay, 
the  lady  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  Tucker, 
of  a  daughter  ;  at  Calcutta,  Mrs.  Maf- 
ters,  of  a  daughter ;  ditto,  Mrs.  Con¬ 
yers,  of  a  fon  ;  at  Baugwongolah,  the 
lady  of  Lieut.  Col.  Pringle,  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter;  at  Calcutta,  the  iady  of  C.  P. 
Crommelin,  efq.  of  a  fon;  ditto,  the 
lady  of  the  rev.  Claudius  Buchannan, 
of  a  daughter  ;  at  Cawnpore,  the  lady 
of  Capt.  S.  Wood,  of  a  fon  ;  at  Seram- 
pore,  the  lady  of  J.  De  Verinne,  of  a 
daughter;  in  the  province  of  Malabar, 
the  lady  of  Capt.  D.  Bruce,  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

March,  at  Dinapore,  the  lady  of  Capt. 
Peter  Littlejohn,  of  a  daughter;  at 
Calcutta,  Mrs.  Hodgkinfon,  ofa  daugh¬ 
ter;  ditto,  the  lady  of  Majer  Black- 
well,  of  a  fon;  at  Negapatam,  lady 
Elizabeth  Richardfon,  of  a  fon ;  at 
Madras,  the  lady  of  James  Brodie,‘efq. 
of  a  daughter  ;  at  Calcutta,  the  lady  of 
John  Stoneheufe,  efq.  of  a  fon. 

April,  at  Kiknagerry,  the  lady  of  Ed. 
Mackay,  efq.  of  a  fon  ;  at  Bombay,  the 
lady  of  Capt.  John  Morley,  of  a  fon ; 
at  Bombay,  the  lady  of  Capt.  Robert 
Blackall,  of  a  daughter;  ditto,  the  lady 
of  J.  Elphinllone,  efq.  of  a  fon  ;  at 
Calcutta,  Mrs.  Stark,  of  a  daughter  ; 
ditto,  Mrs.  Woolakon,  of  a  fon;  ditto, 
the  lady  of  Capt.  Butler,  of  a  fon ; 
ditto,  Mrs.  P.  Huet,  of  a  daughter ; 
ditto,  Mrs.  Jones,  of  a  daughter;  at 
Dinagepore,  Mrs.  G.  Dacofca,  of  a 
daughter  ;  at  Calcutta,  the  lady  of  Mr. 
Davidfon.of  a  daughter. 

MARRIAGES. 

Atril,  15,  1800,  at  Dindigul,  by  the  rev. 
Mr.  Ball,  at  the  houfe  of  Lieut.  Colo¬ 
nel  Innes,  Major  Francis  Ailkell,  ad. 
battalion  13th  regiment  native  in¬ 
fantry,  to  Mifs  Mary  Luring,  daughter 
of  Sir  Robert  Turing,  bart.  late  of  the 
Madras  ekabliffiment ;  1 7,  at  Berham- 
pore,  James  Rattray,  efq.  of  the  civil 


fervice,  to  Mifs  Vaughan;  "Lately,  at 
Mangalore,  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Hill,  Capt. 
John  Griffiths,  of  the  hon.  Company’s 
artillery,  on  the  Bombay  ekabliffiment, 
to  Mifs  Lloyd  ;  at  Moorffiedabad,  Sa¬ 
muel  Swinton,  efq.  to  Mifs  Pmutledge. 

May  1,  at  Quilon,  Capt.  William  Boye, 
to  Mifs  Lorencine  la  Valliere;  a,  at 
Cawnpore,  Serjeant  Major  W.  S.  Dodd, 
of  the  hon.  Company’s  Native  dra¬ 
goons,  to  Mifs  Sarah  Crooks;  10,  at 
Cochin,  Lieut.  Charles  Bunyan,  to  Mifs 
Sheen;  at  Calcutta,  john  Stapleton, 
efq.  an  attorney  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
to  Mifs  Le  Gallais ;  13,  at  Bombay, 
Samuel  Humphrys,  efq.  to  Mifs  Pop- 
ham  ;  24,  at  Calcutta,  Mr.  Joieph 
Makers,  to  Mifs  Ann  Grofe ;  fame  day, 
at  Pondicherry,  Capt.  Dehita,  to  Ma~ 
demoifelle  Cornet ;  Lately ,  at  Madras, 
Capt.  jofeph  Holmes,  to  Mifs  Rebecca 
Chrikie ;  fame  place,  Mr.  William 
Hogg,  to  Mifs  Blacker;  ditto.  Dr. 
Pafcal,  to  Mifs  Elizabeth  Hathaway. 

June  i,  at  Calcutta,  Capt.  Matthew 
Smith,  to  Mifs  Alice  Hennes;  fame 
day  and  place,  Mr.  John  Fritz,  to  Mifs 
Sarah  Brothers;  2,  at  ditto,  Janies 
Rannie,  efq.  of  Madras  to  Mrs.  Chrif- 
tian  Pirie,  widow  of  the  late  Mr.  R. 
Pirie,  of  Calcutta ;  3,  at  Mahe,  J. 
Stevens,  efq.  fuperintendant  of  the  nor¬ 
thern  divikon  of  the  province  of  Mala¬ 
bar,  to  Mifs  Louifa  Whitehall ;  6,  at 
Cawnpore,  Lieut.  P.obert  Durie,  27th 
dragoons,  to  Mifs  Grant;  fame  day, 
at  Calcutta,  Mr.  DWerge,  to  Mifs 
Frances  Lherondell,  daughter  of  Mr. 
Lherondell,  attorney  at  law  ;  9,  at  fame 
place,  Allan  Maclean,  efq.  to  Mifs 
Jane  Frafer,  daughter  of  Capt.  R.  Fra- 
fer;  13,  at  Bombay,  W.  Hunter,  efq. 
to  Mifs  C.  Robertfon  ;  14,  at  ditto, 
James  Scott,  efq.  to  Mifs  Hunter  ^  18, 
lame  place,  Mr.  Edward  Effex  Capes, 
to  Mifs  Mary  Gilbert ;  21,  fame  place, 
Mr.  Thomas  Collin,  in  thepilot  fervice, 
to  Mifs  F.  Monthreau ;  fame  day  and 
place,  Captain  H.  C.  Montgomery, 
commanding  the  body  guard  of  the 
mok  Noble  the  Governor-general,  to 
Mifs  S.  M.  Grove ;  22 ,  at  Calcutta, 
Mr.  J.  J.  Looker,  to  Mifs  E.  Beck  ; 
Lately ,  at  Vizagapatam,  Lieut.  Henry 
Yarde,  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Giraud,  wi¬ 
dow  of  the  late  Capt.  W.  T.  Giraud. 

July,  at  Calcutta,  Mr.  Conkantine,  to 
Mifs  Marquard;  fame  place,  Mr.  John 
Teyen,  jun.  to  Mifs  D.  C.  Antonia; 
fame  place,  Mr.  Laurence  Johnfon,  to 
Mifs  Anne  Roberts ;  ditto,  Mr.  W.  D. 
S.  Smith,  to  Mifs  Peehee ;  ditto,  Mr. 
f  G  3  '  J.  Leafcr 
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J.  Leaf,  to  Mifs  Muflin ;  ditto,  Capt, 
C.  F.  Hill,  to  Mifs  Buckley  ;  at  Bom¬ 
bay,  Lieut.  Levi  Philips,  to  Mifs  Page; 
at  Mafulipatam,  Lieut.  A.  Limond,  to 
Mifs  Watfon;  at  Cawnpore,  Capt. 
Lieut.  W.  Burton,  Major  of  Brigade,  to 
Mifs  T  opham. 

August,  at  Calcutta,  Mr.  W.  H.  Mar- 
fhall,  to  Mifs  Turnbull ;  ditto,  Capt. 
H.  M.  D’Eflerre,  to  Mrs.  Eliza  Char¬ 
lotte  Bateman  ;  ditto,  James  Haig,  efq. 
to  Mrs.  Turley  ;  at  Madras,  William 
Abbot,  efq.  to  Mifs  Lee  ;  at  ditto,  Wil¬ 
liam  Pritchard,  affiflant  furgeon,  to 
Mifs  Watkins;  at  Madras,  Thomas 
Anfley,  efq.  to  Mifs  Frances  Mon- 
trefor;  at  Calcutta,  Captain  Richard 
Charlton,  of  the  Madras  eftablifhment, 
to  Mifs  S.  A.  Caulfield ;  at  ditto,  En- 
fign  Ed.  Lacey,  to  Mrs.  Burges ;  at 
Poonamallie,  Capt.  j.  W.  Freefe,  to 
Mifs  Stewart;  at  Madras,  Mr. Locke, 
of  the  fhip  Marquis  Wellejley ,  to  Mifs 
Cullen;  at  Santipore,  Alex.  Hair,  fur¬ 
geon,  to  Mifs  Woodcock;  at  Columbo, 
Mr.  Philip  Vanderfteraten,  to  Mifs 
Kreeckenbeck ;  at  Goa,  Captain  Sa¬ 
muel  Carter,  to  Mifs  Helena  Anna 
Memel’ngh;  at  Bombay,  Sir  William 
Syer,  knight,  recorder  of  Bombay,  to 
Mifs  Mary  Anne  Williamfon ;  at  Ma¬ 
dras,  Major  Woodall,  to  Mifs  Coch- 
rane ;  at  Dinapore,  Mr.  Lyons  Cane,  to 
Mifs  C.  Goodall. 

September,  at  Calcutta,  Mr.  Paul  Fer¬ 
ries,  to  Mifs  E fiber  Mullins  ;  at  Chan- 
dernagore,  Capt.  J.  S.  Graham,  to  Mrs. 
Hudfon ;  at  Monghyr,  Capt.  Philip 
D’Auvergne,  to  Mifs  Lowrie  ;  at  Cal¬ 
cutta,  Mr.  W.  Spencer,  to  Mifs  Rofette 
Landiman ;  at  Madras,  Mr.  John 
Stephens,  to  Mifs  Catherine  Satur ; 
at  ditto,  j  X.  D’Rozario,  to  Mifs 
R.  Huhn ;  at  Bombay,  Lieut.  Colonel 
Robert  Gordon,  Adjutant  General  at 
that  eftablifhment,  to  Mifs  King. 

October,  at  Calcutta,  Capt.  Green,  to 
Mifs  Corfon  ;  ditto,  Lieut.  Tanner,  to 
Mifs  Driver ;  ditto,  Lieut.  G.  Wig- 
gens,  to  Mifs  Caroline  Collins;  at 
Chunar,  Mr.  R.  Brumflrupt,  to  Mifs 
1.  J.  Robinfon  ;  at  Bhaughulpore,Capt. 
Stewart,  Bengal  eftablifhment,  to  Mifs 
Harriet  Wainwright ;  at  Ambore,  Mr. 
Yates,  to  Mifs  King  ;  at  Pondicherry, 
Lieut.  R.  Ormfby,  to  Madame  Welfh 
de  Chejmant ;  at  Madras,  Lieut.  Co¬ 
lonel  Carlifle,  to  Mifs  Glenholme ; 
ditto,  Capt.  J.  G.  Gradman,  to  Mrs.  S. 

I.  Ofdyk;  at  Columbo,  Mr.  Robert 
Smith,  to  Mifs  Chriftiana  Sheaub. 

November,  at  Calcutta,  C.  M.  Rick¬ 


etts,  efq.  to  Mrs.  Taylor;  ditto,  Tho& 
H.  Travers,  efq.  to  Mifs  Eliza  Finch; 
at  ditto,  George  Udny,  efq.  to  Mifs 
Fleming. 

December,  at  Calcutta,  W.  Higgs,  efq. 
to  Mifs  Sarah  Avery;  ditto,  Mr.  Geo. 
Auguflus  Farrell,  to  Mifs  Mary  Pot¬ 
ter  ;  ditto,  Mr.  Francis  Rennel,  to  Mifs 
Sarah  Roach. 

January,  1801,  at  Madras,  John  King 
Lane,  efq.  to  Mrs.  de  Diu;  at  Calcut¬ 
ta,  Lieut.  Wanner,  to  Mifs  S.  White  ; 
at  ditto,  Richard  Fitzgerald  Anfler,efq. 
to  Mifs  Meredyth ;  ditto,  Lieut.  Ed¬ 
ward  Hardwicke,  to  Mifs  M.  Barber  ; 
ditto,  Lieut.  Thomas  Bayley,  to  Mifs 
Hammond ;  ditto,  Capt.  John  Wil¬ 
liams,  of  Monghyr,  to  Mrs.  Sibbald  ; 
at  Dinapore,  Lieut.  John  Hilton,  to 
Mifs  E.  Rofs ;  at  Trimgur,  Lieut.  H. 
Sibley,  to  Mifs  Beddel;  at  Columbo, 
Mr.  Louis  Mitchel,  to  Mifs  Johanna 
Schaub ;  at  Vizagapatam,  Mr.  T.  J. 
Shafar,  to  Mifs  Groufe  ;  at  Sefingapa- 
tam,  Mr.  G.  Humpherflone,  to  Mifs 
Catherine  Tutt ;  at  Bombay,  W.  So¬ 
per,  efq.  to  Mifs  Harriet  Dempfler. 
February,  at  Patna,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel 
Bradfhaw,  to  Mifs  Polly  Keating ;  at 
Calcutta,  W.  Wilcocks,  efq.  to  Mifs 
Eliza  Douglas ;  ditto,  R.  Davies,  affiflant 
furgeon,  to  Mifs  Frances  Oehme;  ditto. 
Geo.  Ravenfcroft,  efq.  to  Mifs  Louifa 
Ramus;  ditto,  Mr.  H.  Ham,  to  Mifs 
Catherine  Johnflone ;  ditto,  Captain 
Thomas  Hawkins,  to  Mifs  Elizabeth 
Friel ;  ditto,  Mr.  Geo.  Walter,  to  Mifs 
A.  P.  LofTes  ;  at  Cannanore,  Lieut.  Ro- 
bertfon,  to  Mifs  Nancy  Bowler ;  at 
Calcutta,  Capt.  William  Francklyn,  to 
Mifs  Marian  Hafiings  Collie. 

March,  at  Mangalore,  John  Raven- 
fhaw,  efq.  to  Mifs  Hannah  Bond ;  at 
Calcutta,  Capt.  Thomas  Thomas,  of 
the  fhip  Cecilia ,  to  Mifs  Pratt ;  at  Tip- 
perah,  John  Patterfon,  efq.  to  Mifs 
Harris;  at  Fredrickfnagore,  Mr.  Jei-/ 
fon,  to  Mifs  Wendall ;  at  Calcutta, 
Lieut.  Thomas  Pollock,  to  Mifs  Ca¬ 
rolina  Augufla  Thomas;  ditto,  J.  W, 
Bailey,  efq.  to  Mifs  Smith. 

April,  at  Bombay,  Capt.  T.  Rofs,  of  the 
Hope  tranfport,  to  Mrs.  Hunter ;  at 
Serampore,  Charles  De  Verinne,  efq.  to 
Mifs  Queiros;  at  Calcutta,  Mr.  Sa¬ 
muel  Nichols,  to  Mifs  Mary  Irwin  ;  at 
Kiftnagherry,  Capt.  J.  G.  Graham,  to 
Mifs  Johnflone. 

DEATHS. 

March  9,  180®,  at  fort  Vidloria,  after  a 
long  and  painful  illnefs,  John  Carmi¬ 
chael,  efq.  of  the  hon.  Company’s  me¬ 
dical 
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dical  fervice ;  io,  at  Bombay,  Capt.  Ed. 
Legge  Hay,  late  of  the  navy  ;  16,  at 
Bombay,  Lieut.  Gerrard  Drummond, 
of  the  hon.  Company’s  marine ;  fame 
day  and  place,  Lieut.  J.  B.  Cantillon,of 
the  hon.  Company’s  military  eftablilh- 
ment;  fame  day,  at  Madras,  the  lady 
of  Thomas  Thackeray,  efq.  furgeon  of 
the  General  Hofpital  at  that  Preli- 
dency. 

^uis  tali  a fando 

- . .  -  tempered  a  lachrymis  ? 

Her  difpofition  was  mild,  her  manners 
amiable  and  engaging;  her  afFedlion 
as  a  wife  and  as  a  mother,  could  not  be 
furpaffed ;  Ihe  lived  beloved  in  fociety, 
and  has  died  univerfally  regretted ; 
fame  day  and  place,  fuddenly,  Thomas 
Wallace,  efq.  of  the  Civil  fervice  ;  .  29, 
at  Calcutta,  the  infant  fon  of  Captain 
Glegg ;  30,  at  fame  place,  the  eldelt 
daughter  of  Capt.  Anthony  Greene  ; 
Lately ,  at  Madras,  W.  Saxon,  efq.  much 
regretted  by  all  thofe  who  had  the 
pleafure  of  his  acquaintance ;  at  Co- 
lumbo,  Dr.  Ewart,  phyfician-general  of 
his  Majelly’s  forces  in  the  Eaft  Indies ; 
at  Poonah,  Nana  Furnavefe,  late  prime 
minifter  to  the  Pefnwa;  at  Calcutta, 
Mr.  John  Sealy;  at  ditto,  Ricardo  Pe- 
reiro  Pinto,  efq. ;  at  Chinfura,  B.  Dom- 
plingh,  efq.  furgeon  on  board  the  fhip 
Anjlruther ;  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar, 
Capt.  Mouggach,  Bengal  military  ef- 
tabiilhment;  Lately ,  at  fea,  William 
Cockell,  efq.  late  fherifF  of  Madras. 

April,  at  Chunar,  Alex.  Stewart  Aird, 
the  infant  fon  of  A.  Aird,  conductor  of 
ordnance;  and  the  morning  following, 
Mifs  Matilda  Dalrymple  Aird,  the 
daughter  of  Conductor  Aird,  aged  1^ 
years;  at  Calcutta,  Mr.  Evander  Mac- 
Iver ;  at  ditto,  Mifs  Anne  Shand, 
yourrgeft  daughter  of  Capt.  C.  Shand ; 
at  Barrackpore,  Mr.  William  Moore, 
sibilant  furgeon ;  at  St.  Thome,  Mr. 
Peter  Letang,  architect ;  Lately ,  on 
board  the  fhip  Orpheus ,  on  his  paflage 
to  the  Cape,  whither  he  was  proceed¬ 
ing  for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  Leo¬ 
nard  Celling^  efq.  a  fenior  merchant  on 
the  Bengal  ellablilhment,  and  pSymaf- 
ter  of  the  artillery  garrifons  and  ord¬ 
nance,  and  of  the  King’s  troops  ;  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  to  which  place  in- 
difpofition  had  obliged  him  to  repair, 
Henry  Buller,  efq.  a  fenior  merchant, 
and  third  judge  of  the  provincial  court 
of  appeal  for  the  divifion  of  Calcutta  ; 
at  Cundaproe,  the  lady  of  Lieut.  Col. 
Difney;  at  Surat,  Mr.  John  White, 
fccond  officer  of  the  fhip  Surprize ;  at 


ditto,  the  infant  fon  of  Captain  Tucker, 
of  the  marine;  at  Tachinore,  the  lady 
of  Major  A.  Blackader,  of  his  highriefs 
the  Nabob’s  fervice. 

May,  at  Calcutta,  Lieut.  Steward,  of  the 
Madras  ellablilhnient ;  at  ditto,  Mr. 
George  Carr,  mailer  in  the  pilot  fer¬ 
vice;  at  Calcutta,  after  a  long  and 
painful  illnefs,  Mr.  William  Murphey, 
conductor  of  ordnance;  at  Calcutta, 
after  a  Ihort  illnefs,  Lieut.  ,  Henry 
M‘Kenly,  proprietor  of  the  Telegraph 
prefs ;  fame  place,  William  Clark,  efq. 
at  Bombay,  William  Cleaver,  efq.  a 
barriller  in  the  court  of  the  recorder; 
fame  place,  Capt.  William  Relph,  of 
the  Company’s  marine;  at  Madras, 
Peter  Bodkin,  efq. ;  at  Serampore,  Ro¬ 
bert  Bruce,  efq.  furgeon  on  board  his 
Majelly’s  fhip  Daedalus;  at  fea,  Henry 
Sewell,  efq.  mayor  of  Madras  and  its 
dependencies  ;  at  Sera,  Major  Alexan¬ 
der  Watlbn,  ill  regiment  native  ca¬ 
valry  ;  at  Madras,  J.  C.  Fancourt,  efq. 
aflillant-furgeon  ;  Lately,  to  the  well- 
ward,  Capt.  Onflow  Groce,  of  the 
pioneers;  at  Vipery,  Capt.  John  Mer¬ 
cer,  late  commander  of  the  Adtive,  after 
a  lingering  illnefs ;  at  Madras,  fudden¬ 
ly,  James  Daly,  efq.  an  eminent  mer¬ 
chant  there ;  fame  place,  Major  James 
Rodgers,  military  auditor  general  on 
the  illand  of  Ceylon;  in  Fort  St. 
George,  captain  and  paymaller  De 
Meuron  de  Rochat,  of  the  regiment  de 
Meuron ;  at  Allahabad,  Lieut.  R. 
Frith,  of  his  Majelly’s  76th  regiment  of 
foot ;  at  Bombay,  Lieut.  Peter  Mac¬ 
kenzie,  of  75th  ditto;  at  Bombay,  Ste¬ 
phen  Whitehill,  efq.  chief  and  cullom- 
mailer  at  Mahim,  and  fenior  merchant 
at  Bombay  ;  at  Coiumbo,  Mr.  David 
Gardiner  ;  at  Buflbra,  Mr.  John  Skin¬ 
ner,  adling  lieutenant  in  the  Compa¬ 
ny’s  marine  ;  at  Bencoolen,  Mifs  Eliza 
Hartley,  daughter  of  B.  Hartley,  efq. 
furgeon,  an  amiable  young  lady. 

June,  at  Dinapore,  Cornelius  Bird,  efq. 
at  Madeira,  the  infant  fon  of  Lieut. 
Col.  Dyce  ;  at  Calcutta,  Mrs.  Darley  ; 
fame  place,  Mr.  Aaron  Upjohn,  firfc 
affillant  to  the  furveyor  general ;  in 
Fort  William,  Capt.  William  Arm- 
llrong,  8th  native  regiment ;  at  Futty- 
ghur,  Major  David  Birrell ;  at  Chunar, 
after  a  long  and  painful  illnefs,  Mrs. 
Mary  Brumllruph  ;  at  Bombay,  Major 
Thomas  Fvfe,  of  the  ill  regiment  na¬ 
tive  infantry ;  at  Madras,  Capt.  Ben¬ 
jamin  Brown,  of  die  lhip  Difpatcb  ;  near 
Hyderabad,  Jofeph  Vernon,  efq.  affif- 
tant  furgeo^ ;  at  fea,  Lieut.  Edmund 
f  G  4  Reynolds 
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Reynolds,  Madras  eftabliffiment ;  at 
Kiftnaghcrry,  Mr.  Alexander  Barrie ; 
at  Madras,  Capt.  Hood,  of  his  Majef- 
ty’s  51ft  regiment;  at  Poonah,  after  a 
ffiort  illnefs,  Mrs.  Yoon;  at  Point  de 
Galle,  Major  General  Baron  T.  Van 
Hug, el ;  at  Bombay,  Mr.  James  Forbes, 
of  the  Courier  printing-office. 

July,  at  Calcutta,  after  a  painful  illnefs, 
the  lady  of  Robert  Lediie,  efq.  bar- 
rifter' at  law;  fame  place,  Mr.  Jofeph 
Dickfon,  undertaker ;  fame  place,  C. 
G.  S.  Bainbridge,  youngeft  fon  of  Mr. 
A.  Bainbridge;  ditto,  Mrs.  Flarfts; 
ditto,  Lieut.  Peacock,  native  infantry  ; 
ditto,  William  Bcyd,  efq.  furgeon  to 
the  garrifpn  at  Buxar  ;  at  Chittledroog, 
Capt.  Lieut.  George  Pippard,  nativfe 
infantry  ;  at  Calcutta,  Lieut.  Grape,  of 
his  Majefty’s  12th  regiment  of  foot; 
at  Madras,  after  a  fhort  and  painful  ill¬ 
nefs,  Mrs.  Johanna  Mary  Bodkin,  re- 
lidt  of  the  late  Peter  .Bodkin,  efq.  ;  at 
Palamcottah,  Mr.  M.  Maxwell;  at 
Bombay,  the  infant  daughter  of  Capt. 
Ed.  Moor ;  fame  place,  Lieut.  De  Por- 
beck,  86th  regiment ;  at  Purneah,  Mr. 
Jofeph  Bloxam;  at  Columbo,  Mr.  M. 
Bomguard ;  on  the  Malabar  coaft,  Mr* 
S.  Walter,  writer,  Bombay  eftablifh- 
ment ;  Capt.  Walter  Marffial,  native 
infantry ;  at  Chandcolly,  (Sunder- 
bunds),  Mr.  John  Taylor;  at  Chuiiar, 
Lieut.  J.  Bell,  12th  native  regiment. 

August,  at  Chouringee,  Colonel  John 
Darby,  adjutant  general ;  at  Chitta¬ 
gong,  Capt.  Bone;  at  Calcutta,  Mr.  F. 
Dennegan;  fame  place,  Mr.  William 
Stephenfon,  conductor  of  ordnance  ;  at 
the  Naval  Hofpital,  Madras,  Ingram 
Bank,  efq.  purfer  of  his  Majefty’s  ffiip 
Intrepid ;  at  Calcutta,  Henry  Scaly,  efq. 
of  the  civil  eftabliffiment,  aged  x8  ;  dit¬ 
to,  Mr.  W.  Hare;  at  Patna,  Mr.  Bafft 
Alexander ;  at  Calcutta,  in  the22d  year 
of  his  age,  Lewis  Mackenzie,  efq.  of 
the  civil  fervice;  ditto,  Mrs.  Lawrence 
Pichachy;  on  his  paffage  to  England, 
on  board  the  Manjhip ,  Col.  John  Bou- 
jonnar ;  at  Prince  of  Wales’s  Iftand, 
James  Dent,  efq.  mafter  attendant  at 
Columbo ;  at  Bombay,  Lieut.  Henry 
Smith,  ift  native  regiment ;  at  Calcut-  ' 
ta,  Mr.  Robert  Lougher  ;  on  board 
|iis  Majefty’s  ffiip  Sujfolk ,  Mr.  Grif¬ 
fiths,  futgeon’s  mate ;  at  Arnee,  Capt. 
Wood,  oj  the  engineers;  at  Bombay, 
Lieut.  Col.  Rob  infan,  of  his  Majefty’s 
86th  regiment ;  at  Gauzipore,  the  21ft 
inft.  the  lady  of  Mr.  Conductor  Wood; 
and  on  the  25th,  at  Allahabad,  Mr. 
Condudtor  Wood;  at  Madras,  the  in¬ 
fant  fon  of  Thomas  Stevens,  efq.  and 


the  infant  Lon  of  Charles  Walters, 
efq.;  fame  place,  Lieutenant  Wil¬ 
liam  Henry  Potter,  14th  native  infan¬ 
try  ;  at  Chittledroog,  Capt.  R.  Robin- 
nett,  3d  native  infantry;  at  Allahabad, 
Mr.  William  Boyes,  fon  of  Capt. 
Boyes,  of  his  Majefty’s  76th  regiment; 
at  Bombay,  Mr.  Davies,  chief  officer  of 
the  ffiip  Candidate ;  ditto,  Lieut.  Hen¬ 
ry  Helm,  8th  native  regiment ;  on 
hoard  the  Intrepid. ,  at  Bombay,  Mr. 
Barber,  heir  to  the  greatell:  part  of  the 
imma,  fe  wealth  of  the  late  C.  Barber, 
efq.;  ditto,  Mr.  John  Lodge,  late  of 
Calcutta  ;  at  Rungpore,  the  infant  fon 
of  Bryant  Mafon ;  at  Pondicherry, 
Lieut.  T.  Spencer. 

September,  at  Calcutta,  Mrs.  Mary 
Moffat ;  ditto,  Mr.  Robert  Knelen ; 
ditto,  Mrs.  Maria  Mofi'at ;  at  Chan- 
dernagore,  Auguftus  Brun,  efq.  agent 
of  the  French  Company  of  the  port  of 
L’Qrient ;  at  Madras,  Cornet  Jones,  2d 
regiment  native  cavalry  ;  at  Bombay, 
Lieut.  Colonel  E.  Robinfon,  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  86th  regiment ;  at  Calcutta,  Mr 
Francis  Brown,  mafter  in  the  pilot  fer¬ 
vice  ;  on  board  the  Fox  frigate,  Mr. 
Garner,  purfer  of  that  ffiip  ;  on  board 
the  Princefs  Mary ,  Major  Gale,  of  his 
Majefty’s  29th  light  dragoons ;  at 
Bombay,  Erdign  J.  Stewart,  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  86th  regiment ;  at  Madras, 
Thomas  Ledfhani,  efq.  deputy  flieriff ; 
at  Amboy n a,  Capt.  Stratton,  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  bomb  Vulcan ;  ditto,  Lieut. 
Lufkin,  of  his  Majefty’s  ftnp  Virginic  ; 
at  ditto,  Capt.  Matthews,  paymafter  to 
the  troops  at  that  ifland  ;  at  ditto,  Mr. 
Trickett,  warehoufe-keeper. 

October, at  Chinfurah,Mr.  J.T.  Briggs; 
at  Goa,  Captain  P.obinfon,  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  84th  regiment,  univerfally  ef- 
teemed  and  regretted ;  at  Calcutta, 
John  Scawen,  efq.  late  military  auditor 
general,  univerfally  and  deeply  re¬ 
gretted  ;  ditto,  J.  C.  Bartholirue,  efq. 
fuperintendant  of  the  Company’s  fta- 
tionary  ;  at  Futtyghur,  Capt.  John  Jar- 
rett,  3d  regiment  native  infantry;  fame 
place,  Lieut.  Thomas  Shoulbred,  3d 
regiment  native  infantry;  at  Bombay, 
the  infant  daughter  of  Capt.  G.  Powell ; 
in  Fort  William,  Mr.  C.  Dailey,  cadet ; 
at  Barrackpqre,  Capt.  William  Hill,  3d 
native  regiment ;  at  Calcutta,  Mr.  R. 
B.  Wjnwood;  at  Vellore,  Capt.  Lowe, 
of  his  Majefty’s  33d  regiment ;  at  Bom¬ 
bay,  Lieut.  Colonel  Robert  Frith,  ift 
regiment  native  cavalry,  a  gallant,  ac¬ 
tive  and  zealous  officer. — Thofe  whole 
peculiar  liappinefs  it  was  to  live  with 
lamia  habitsof  intimacy,  have  to  de- 
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plore  a  friend,  whofe  warmth  of  af¬ 
fection  have  left  an  indelible  fenfa- 
tion  of  regret ;  fame  place,  Mr.  D. 
Drummond,  late  purfer  of  the  Compa¬ 
ny’s  cruizer  Mornington ;  at  Mufcat, 
H.  Bogle,  afliftant  lurgeon ;  at  Calcut¬ 
ta,  the  infant  fon  of  E.  Fletcher,  efq. ; 
at  Bombay,  Mrs.  Deare ;  in  camp,  in 
the  Ganjam  diftridt,  Capt.  Adam 
Ormfbv,  of  the  icth  regiment  native 
infantry ;  on  board  the  Princefs  Maria , 
extra  fiiip,  in  Bengal  river,  Major  Gale, 
of  his  Majefty’s  29th  dragoons;  at 
Hyderabad,  Mr.  Harncome,  formerly 
quarter-mafter  of  the  19th  dragoons ; 
at  Bombay,  the  lady  of  Luke  Afh- 
burner,  efq.;  at  Goa,  Capt.  Rcbinfon, 
of  his  Majefty’s  84th  regiment ;  at  fea, 
Lieut.  Col.  John  Barton,  of  the  Bengal 
artillery ;  at  Ganjam,  Edward  Hare, 
efq. ;  in  camp,  at  Polveram,  Lieut. 
John  Macdonald;  at  Allahabad,  Capt. 
Edward  Parry,  12th  regiment  native 
infantry  ;  at  Juanpore,  Lieut.  Davis. 
ovember,  at  Calcutta,  Ed.  Moroney, 
efq.  much  regretted;  ditto,  Lieut.  R.R. 
Sheppard,  of  the  Madras  eftablilhment ; 
at  ditto,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Frances ;  at  Cal¬ 
cutta,  the  infant  daughter  of  Major 
Clerkfon  ;  at  Malacca,  the  lady  of  W. 
Betty,  efq.  lurgeon  on  the  Madras  ef¬ 
tablilhment;  on  board  the  Company’s 
fhip  Lady  Burges ,  at  fea,  Mr.  James 
Neilfon,  lurgeon  of  that  veil'd ;  at  the 
General  Hofpital,  Calcutta,  Lieut. 
Spenaor,  2d  European  regiment ;  at 
Gazipore,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  Piggot,  6th 
regiment  native  cavalry  ;  at  Calcutta, 
Lieut.  H.  R.  Patton,  17  th  native  regi¬ 
ment  ;  at  Jaffnapatam,  Lieut.  Jafper 
Nixon,  of  his  Majefty’s  19th  regiment  ; 
at  Madras,  David  Haliburton,  efq.  fur- 
geon  on  that  eftablilhment;  at  Calcut¬ 
ta,  Capt.  Robert  Carruthers,  14th  re- 

fiment  native  infantry  ;  at  Gazipore, 
dr.  James  Grant,  of  Allahabad ;  at 
Chunar,  Lieut.  R.  Webfter,  i^th  na¬ 
tive  infantry  ;  at  Chunargur,  Nathaniel 
Hornby,  efq.  paymafter  at  that  Ration  ; 
at  Trincomailee,  Lieut.  Daniel  Mac- 
neile,  from  Bombay ;  at  Cawnpore, 
Mr.  Robert  Howe,  conductor  of  ord¬ 
nance;  at  Mangalore,  aged  84,  Briga¬ 
dier  General  John  Carnac,  a  man  high¬ 
ly  celebrated  in  the  hiftorical  annals  of 
India. — He  was  early  known  as  the 
friend  and  affociate  of  the  gallant  Lord 
Clive,  to  whofe  military  genius  and  po¬ 
litical  fagacity  his  country  was  indebted 
for  regaining  and  eftabliihing  our  pof- 
feffions  in  Bengal. 

ec ember,  at  Calcutta,  after  a  long  and 
painful  illnefs,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Rolt ; 


ditto,  the  infant  daughter  of  William 
Dring,  efq. ;  at  Monghier,  Mrs.  Jane 
Gore;  at  Pulicat,  the  lady  of  jacol> 
Eilbracht,  efq.  late  governor  of  that 
place;  at  Hyderabad,  Lieut.  Patruche 
MacGill,  3d  regiment  cavalry  ;  fame 
place,  Lieut.  Colonel  James  Dalrymple, 
commanding  the  fnbfidiary  force  at¬ 
tached  to  his  highnelsthe  Nizam,  uni- 
verfally  efteemed,  and  lincerely  regret¬ 
ted  ;  at  Bombay,  Charles  Colin  Elphin- 
ftoiie,  efq.  of  the  civil  fervice ;  at  Su¬ 
rat,  the  lady  of  Lieut.  Cowper  of  the 
engineers;  at  Calcutta,  Mr.  George 
Ferguffon,  a  mailer  in  the  pilot  fervice  ; 
at  Calcutta,  Capt.  Robert  Macfarlane, 
aged  74,  the  oldeft  European  inhabi¬ 
tant  of  that  place  ;  at  Bombay,  D.  Ro- 
bertfon,  efq.  furgeon  on  that  eftablilh- 
ment;  fame  place,  Enfign  H.  Hex- 
ter  ;  at  Ganjam,  Enfign  and  Adjutant 
Samuel  Pippet,  of  invalids;  at  Serin- 
gapatam,  Lieut.  J.  Hanham ;  at  Ghooty, 
l.ieut.  Jof.  Taylor  ;  at  Mafulipatam, 
the  lady  of  Flenry  Harris,  efq.  M.  D. 
at  Ganjam,  Capt.  Hodgf on,  of  invalids; 
at  Bauglepore,  the  lady  of  Capt.  H, 
M.  D’Efterre,  of  the  17th  regiment 
native  infantry ;  on  the  palfage  from 
the  Cape  to  the  illand  of  St.  Helena, 
Lieut.  Colonel  Thomas  Higgins;  on 
his  palfage  to  England,  William  Raine, 
efq.  late  chief  furgeon,  and  fecond  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  medical  board. 

January,  1801,  at  Calcutta,  William 
Mofcropp,  efq.;  fame  place,  Mr.  W. 
Croker,  mailer  in  the  pilot  fervice ; 
fame  place,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Collier ; 
fame  place,  Mr.  Edward  Burrowes  ;  at 
Madras,  Col.  Sir  W.  Lee,  bart.  25th 
light  dragoons;  fame  place,  Capt. 
George  Lauder,  of  the  native  infan¬ 
try  ;  to  the  eaftward,  Capt.  Turner,  of 
his  Majefty’s  fhip  Trident ;  at  Madras, 
Adam  Blackader,  efq. ;  at  Calcutta, 
Lieut.  Gordon,  12th  regiment ;  at  Pe¬ 
nang,  Capt.  Jof.  Stokoe,  of  engineers; 
at  Madras.  G.  Andrew  Ram,  efq.  of 
the  civil  fervice;  Lately ,  at  China, 
Major  J.  Munro,  fmcerely  regretted. 

February,  at  Calcutta,  the  infant  fon 
of  B.  W.  Gould,  efq. ;  at  Midnapore, 
Lieut.  P.  Begbie  ;  at  Jafthapatarn,  the 
infant  daughter  of  the  hon.  George 
Tumour;  at  Madras,  Charles  Keble 
Floyer,  the  youngeft  fon  of  Capt.  Au- 
guftus  Floyer,  native  cavalry  ;  at  Point 
de  Galle,  the  lady  of  Capt.  Beck ;  at 
Madras,  Mrs.  Pratt,  widow  ;  at  Prince 
of  Wales’s  Jlland,  Mr.  Rattray;  at 
Bombay,  Capt.  Wm.  Godwin  5  fame 
place,  Mr.  Thomas  Ruckley. 

March,  at  Bombay,  Capt.  Wm.  Pow- 

ney ; 
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ney  ;  fame  place,  Lieut.  M.  Percival; 
at  Calcutta,  the  daughter,  of  Mr.  Tho¬ 
mas  Jones ;  ditto,  Mrs.  Dolby ;  ditto, 
Mr.  Leifter  ;  fame  place,  Mr.  James 
Taylor,  afliftant  in  the  commilfary  of 
{lores’  office ;  at  Trincomallee,  after  a 
long  illnefs,  Major  Richard  Harding, 
7th  regiment  native  infantry;  at  Cal¬ 
cutta,  D.  Macalefter,  efq.;  fame  place, 
Mrs.  Brightman,  much  lamented;  at 
Cawnpore,  Mr.  John  Price,  feveral 
years  a  merchant  in  Calcutta ;  at  Ma¬ 
dras,  William  Roebuck,  efq.  much  and 
fincerely  regretted  by  all  to  whom  his 
amiable  qualities  were  known  ;  at  Cal¬ 
cutta,  Mrs. Carey;  ditto,  Mrs.  D’Abreu ; 
at  Mufcat,  Mr.  Thompfon,  affiftant- 
furgeon,  Bombay  eftablilhmen't ;  Jared 
Dixon,  efq.  furgeon  of  the  Company’s 
Ihip  Marquis  IV 'dlejley ;  at  Manund- 
waddy,  in  the  Wynaad  diftridl,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  R.  E.  Mainwaring;  Lieutenant 
Louis  de  Pury,  of  the  regiment  de 
Meuron  ;  at  Trincomallee,  Enfign  G. 
Kearns,  19th  regiment ;  in  the  Mala¬ 
bar  province,  Lieut.  Peter  Tait,  5th  na¬ 
tive  regiment;  at  Trincomallee,  Lieut. 
J.  P.  Le  Mefuripr,  7  th  native  regiment, 


who,  it  is  fuppofed,  was  carried  away  by 
an  alligator,  or  a  fhark,  while  bathing. 

April,  £t  Madras,  Capt.  ’  Bong,  of  engi¬ 
neers;  ditto,  Capt.  Young,  formerly 
commander  of  the  Travancore  fhip 
Camalanaban',  at  Cochin,  Capt.  Lieut. 

.  R.  Mahon,  European  infantry  ;  in  camp, 
at  Valand,  Lieut.  William  Monteath  ; 
in  qamp,  near  Hyderabad,  Ed.  Barry 
Beaumon,  iath  native  infantry;  at 
Calcutta,  Mrs.  Carey,  lafl  furvivor  of 
thoffc  unfortunate  perfons  who  were 
confined  in  the  Black-Hole  prifon,  on 
the  capture  of  Calcutta,  in  June  17 56, 
and  whofe  hufband,  mother  and  filler, 
perifhed  in  the  prifon  ;  Lately ,  at  Dac¬ 
ca,  Stephen  Bayard,  efq.  fecond  judge 
of  the  provincial  court  of  appeal;  at 
Calcutta,  H.  Tolfrey,  efq. ;  on  his  paf- 
fage  from  Madras  to  Europe,  Lieut. 
Colonel  Edward  Tolfrey;  at  Madras, 
Andrew  Barclay,  efq. ;  at  Bangalore, 
Mr.  Matthew  Price  ;  at  Calcutta,  T. 
Halkett,  efq. ;  ditto,  Mr.  Alex.  Sannel, 
penfioner  ;  at  Chunar,  Mifs  Emily  De- 
lamain ;  at  Dindigul,  J.  Barclay,  efq.  of 
the  civil  fervice,  and  affiftant  to  the 
col’ledtor  of  that  diftridl. 
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LONDON,  January  \ft,  1802. 

PROJECT  OF  AN  EXPEDITION  OVER  LAND  TO  INDIA.  . 

Submitted  to  the  Government  tf  France  in  the  Spring  of  1801- 

We  received  tMs  Scheme  in  the  form  of  a  Pamphlet  from  Paris,  of  which  the 

following  is  a  Tranflation. 


The  intent  of  the  expedition. 

To  drive  the  Englifh  from  Hin- 
duftan  for  ever ;  to  deliver  that 
beautiful  and  rich  country  from 
the  Britifh  yoke ;  to  open  new 
ways  to  the  induflry,  and  to  the 
commerce  of  all  the  civilized  na¬ 
tions  of  Europe,  and  to  France  in 
particular: — fuch  is  thedefign  of  an 
expedition  worthy  to  immortalize 
the  firil  year  of  the  nineteenth  cen¬ 
tury,  and  the  heads  of  thofe  go¬ 
vernments  who  will  carry  into  exe¬ 
cution  fo  ufeful  and  fo  glorious  an 
enterprize. 

Of  thofe  powers  who  are  to  co¬ 
operate  in  this  defgn. 

The  French  Republic  and  the 
Emperor  of  Ruffia  are  to  fend  a 
combined  army  of  70,000  men  to 
the  banks  of  the  Indus. 

The  Emperor  of  Germany  is  to 
give  a  paffage  to  the  French  troops, 
and  is  to  facilitate  the  mode  of 
their  defcent  down  the  Danube,  till 
they  enter  the  Black  Sea. 

Of  the  jundhon  of  the  Ruffian  army , 
compofed  of  S.'S, 000  men ,  at  Af- 
tracan ,  and  of  their  tranfporta- 
tion  to  AJlrabad. 

As  foon  as  the  projected  expedi¬ 
tion  fhall  have  been  concerted  and 
determined  on,  Paul  I.  will  give 
orders  that  an  army  may  be  af- 
fembied  at  Altracan,  which  fhall 
confiftof25,000  regular  troops,  per- 
fedly  equipped, and  !  0,90oCoflacks. 

This  armament  will  embark  im¬ 
mediately  on  the  Cafpian  fea,  and 


will  be  conduced  to  Aflrabad, 
there  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the 
French  forces. 

Aftrabad  will  be  the  head-quarters 
of  the  combined  armies  :  all  the 
magazines  of  war  and  of  provifions 
will  be  eftablifhed  there ;  and  it  will 
be  the  central  point  of  communi¬ 
cation  between  Hindultan,  France 
and  Ruffia. 

Of  the  route  of  the  French  army 

from  the  borders  of  the  Danube 

to  the  borders  of  the  Indus . 

Thirty-fi  ve  thoufand  men  ofevery 
denomination,  fhall  be  detached 
from  the  army  of  the  Rhine. 

Thefe  troops  fhall  be  embarked 
on  boats  in  the  Danube,  and  (hall 
defeend  that  river,  till  its  entrance 
into  the  Black  Sea. 

When  they  fhall  have  arrived  at 
the  Euxine,  they  fhall  be  fhipped 
on  tranfports  provided  by  Ruffia ; 
and  when  they  fhall  have  palled  the 
Black  Sea  and  the  Sea  of  Azof, 
they  fhall  difembark  under  Ta- 
janroc. 

This  force  will  afterwards  coaffi 
along  the  Don,  afeend  the  right 
bank  of  the  river  to  a  fmall  town 
of  the  Coffacks  called  Piati-Ifbi- 
anka. 

Arrived  at  that  point,  the  army 
will  pafs  the  Don,  and  travel  by 
land  as  far  as  the  environs  of  the 
town  of  Tfaritfin,  built  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Volga. 

There  to  embark,  and  to  defeend 
that  river  as  far  as  Aftracan. 
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The  troops  will  there  embark  on 
mercantile  veffels,  and  after  having 
failed  the  whole  length  of  the  Cas¬ 
pian  fea,  will  arrive  at  Akrabad,  a 
maritime  town  of  Perils. 

Then  the  French  and  Ruffian 
forces  being  united,  the  combined 
army  will  begin  its  march  3  pals 
the  towns  Of  Herat,  of  Ferah,  of 
Candahar,  and  will  foon  reach  the 
right  bank  of  the  Indus. 

Of  the  length  of  time  employed  in 
the  voyage,  and  in  the  march  of 
the  French  army . 

Days. 


In  thedefcent  of  the  Danube, 
till  its  entrance  into  the 
Black  Sea  -  -  20 

From  the  entrance  of  the  Da¬ 
nube  to  Taianroc  -  16 

i  a 

From  Tajanroc  to  Piati-  Ifbi- 
anka  -  -  -  -  20 

From  Piati  Ifbianka  to  Tfa- 
ritfin  -  -  4 

From  Tfaritfin  to  Akracan  -  5 

From  Akracan  to  Akrabab  -  10 

From  Akrabad  to  the  borders 
of  the  Indus  -  -  -  45 

Total  120 


N.B.  Thus  the  French  army 
will  take  four  months  in  going  from 
the  borders  of  the  Danube  to  the 
banks  of  the  Indus  ;  but  in  order 
to  allow  a  greater  period  of  time,  it 
may  be  fuppofed  that  the  journey 
will  lak  five  months  :  if  then,  the 
forces  take  their  departure  at  the 
beginning  of  May  (V.  S.*}  they 
will  arrive  at  the  place  of  their  def- 
tination  towards  the  end  of  Sep¬ 
tember. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  half  of 
^he  paffage  is  to  be  made  by  water, 
and  half  land. 

Of  the  means  of  its  execution . 

On  their  embarkation  on  the 


Danube,  the  French  forces  are  to 
carry  with  them  their  field  pieces, 
and  their  ammunition  waggons. 

They  will  have  no  occafion  for 
any  tent  equipage. 

The  cavalry,  the  light  horfe- 
men,  and  the  artillery,  are  not  to 
carry  their  horfes  ;  they  will  em¬ 
bark  only  their  faddles  and  bridles, 
pack  faddles,  harnefs  and  traces. 
Sec.  See.  Sec. 

The  forces  will  be  provifioned 
with  bifeuit  for  one  mouth. 

The  commiffaries  will  precede  the 
army,  to  prepare  kore-houfes  where- 
everthey  may  be  neceffiary.  Arriv¬ 
ed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Danube,  the 
army  will  embark  on  board  of  the 
tranfports  provided  by  Ruffia,  and 
vidualled  for  fifteen  or  twenty  days. 

During  the  embarkation  the  com- 
miffaries  and  the  officers  of  the  etat- 
major  will  travel  by  land  with  the 
utmok  difpatch,  and  difperfe  them- 
felves  between  Tajanroc,  Tfaritfin, 
and  Akracan.  The  R.uffian  cora- 
mikaries  will  regulate  the  march  of 
the  army  from  'Tajanroc  to  Piati- 
Ilbianca,  will  provide  the  kores, 
and  c.ondud  the  billeting  of  the 
troops  ;  colled  all  the  horfes  and 
the  waggons  neceffary  for  the  con¬ 
veyance  of  the  artillery  and  the 
baggage  of  the  army.  The  fame 
commiffaries  will  ad  in  concert  with 
thofe  kationed  at  Tfaritfin,  to  col¬ 
led  the  number  of  boats  neceffary 
for  the  paffage  of  the  Don,  which 
at  that  point  is  a  little  larger  than 
the  Seine  at  Paris. 

The  commiffaries  kationed  at 
Tfaritfin  will  be  attentive  to  be  pre- 
vioufly  prepared, 

lk,  To  colled,  at  three  or  four 
ftations,  between  the  Don  and  the 
Volga,  all  the  camp  equipage,  and 
the  vidualling  for  the  army  during 
its  march. 

2d, 
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•d,  To  colleft  a  fufficient  num¬ 
ber  of  boats  at  Tfaritfin  for  the  em¬ 
barkation  of  the  French  army  on  the 
Volga,  and  for  its  defcent  to  Aftra- 
can. 

The  commiffaries at  Aftracan  will 
have  their  veffels  ready  to  receive 
the  army,  and  will  have  fhipped  on 
board  of  them  provilions  for  fifteen 

days. 

* 

When  the  French  army  fhall 
have  difembarked  at  Aftrabad,  it 
will  find  the  following  articles, 
which  fhall  have  been  colledted  and 
prepared  by  the  commiffaries  of  the 
two  governments : — 

ift,  All  kinds  of  warlike  ftores 
and  of  heavy  artillery. 

N.  B.  Such  ftores  may  be  drawn 
from  the  arfenals  of  Aftracan,  Ca- 
fan,  and  Saratof,  with  which  they 
abound. 

2d,  Draft  horfes  for  the  convey¬ 
ance  of  the  artillery  and  the  ftores 

- 

ot  the  combined  army. 

3d,  Horfes  and  waggons  for  the 
conveyance  of  the  baggage  and  the 
pontons,  &c. 

4-th,  Saddle  horfes  for  the  French 
cavalry  and  the  light  horfemen. 

N.  B.  Thefe  horfes  (hall  have 
been  purchafed  from  the  Coffacks 
and  Calmucks  between  the  Don 
and  the  Volga ;  they  are  to  be  found 
in  great  numbers,  and  at  a  more 
moderate  expence  than  elfewhere  ; 
and  are  the  beft  adapted  for  fervice 
in  thofe  countries  which  are  to  be¬ 
come  the  theatre  of  military  opera¬ 
tions. 

5th,  All  the  neceffary  camp  equi¬ 
page  for  the  French  army,  during 
its  march  from  the  borders  of  the 
Indus  and  beyond  them. 

6th,  Magazines  of  linen  and 
woollen  cloth,  coats,  helmets, 
gloves,  dockings,  boots,  (hoes, 
See.  Sec.  8e c. 

N.  B.  All  thefe  articles  are 
found  in  great  abundance  in  Ruftia, 


and  cheaper  than  in  other  parts  of 
Europe.  The  French  government 
rnay  contraft  for  thefe  ftores  with 
the  directors  of  the  colony  of  Sa- 
repta,  which  is  at  fix  leagues  from 
Tfaritfin,  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Volga:  this  colony  of  evangelifts, 
which  paffes  for  the  richeft,  and  the 
moft  induftrious,  and  the  moft  exaft 
in  fulfilling  its  engagement,  has  its 
chief  feat  in  Saxony,  whence  orders 
are  to  be  obtained  that  the  colony 
at  Sarepta  fhould  furniih  the  above- 
mentioned  equipments. 

7  th,  The  hofpital  magazine  pro¬ 
vided  with  all  kinds  of  drugs. 

N.  B.  The  hofpital  may  be  fup- 
plied  with  drugs  by  the  colony  at 
Sarepta,  whofe  laboratory  rivals  the 
imperial  laboratory  at  Mofcow,  in 
the  quality  and  in  the  variety  of  its 
drugs. 

8th,  Magazines  of  rice,  peas, 
four,  meal,  fait  meat,  batter,  wines, 
brandy,  &c.  Sec. 

9  th,  Flocks  of  fheep  and  herds  of 
oxen. 

N.  B.  The  fait  meats,  the  but¬ 
ter,  the  peas,  the  flour,  and  the 
meal,  may  be  procured  in  Ruftia  ; 
every  other  article  is  found  in  abun¬ 
dance  in  Perfia. 

1  Oth,  Magazines  of  fodder,  oats, 
and  barley. 

N.  B.  The  oats  maybe  procured 
at  Aftracan  :  the  country  will  af¬ 
ford  fodder  and  barley. 

Of  the  march  of  the  combined  army 
from  Afrabad  to  the  borders  of 
the  Indus ,  and  of  the  means 
infurtngfuccefs  to  the  expedition. 
Previous  to  the  difembarkation 
of  the  Ruffians  at  Aftrabad,  com- 
miflaries  from  the  two  governments 
will  be  difpatched  with  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  fignifying  to  all  the  khans, 
and  other  little  defpots  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  countries  through  which  the 
combined  army  is  to  march,  “  that 
an  army  from  two  of  the  moft  power¬ 
ful 
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ful  nations  in  the  univerfe  is  to 
pafs  through  their  territories  on 
their  way  to  India  ;  that  the  only 
intention  of  the  expedition  is  to 
drive  the  Englilh  from  Hinduftan, 
who  have  enllaved  that  country, 
once  fo  celebrated,  and  fo  powerful, 
and  fo  rich  in  the  productions  both 
of  art  and  of  nature,  as  to  attract  the 
people  of  the  whole  world  to  parti¬ 
cipate  in  the  gifts  and  the  favours  of 
every  kind  with  which  it  had  pleafed 
heaven  to  endow  it ;  that  the  hor¬ 
rid  ftate  of  oppreffion,  of  mifery, 
and  fervitude,  under  which  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  that  country  at  prefen t  groan¬ 
ed,  had  excited  the  livelieft  intereft 
both  in  France  and  Ruffia  ;  that  the 
two  governments  had  refolved,  in 
confequence,  to  unite  their  power 
to  affranchife  India  from  the  barba¬ 
rous  and  tyrannical  yoke  of  the 
Englilh  nation ;  that  the  princes 
and  the  people  of  the  different  hates 
through  which  the  combined  army 
fhould  traverfe,  would  have  nothing 
to  fear  from  it  ;  that,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  they  are  invited  to  co-ope¬ 
rate,  by  every  means  in  their  power, 
to  the  accomplifhment  of  fo  ufeful 
and  fo  glorious  an  enterprize ;  that 
the  expedition  is  as  juft  in  its  de- 
fign,  as  it  was  unjuft  in  Alexander 
to  defire  the  conqueft  of  the  whole 
world  ;  that  the  combined  army 
would  levy  no  contributions ;  that 
it  would  purchafe  by  mutual  con- 
fent,  and  would  pay  in  ready  mo¬ 
ney  for  every  article  necefiary  for  its 
fubftftence  ;  that  the  feverelt  difei- 
pline  fhould  be  maintained ;  that 
the  worlhip,  the  laws,  the  cufcoms, 
the  manners  and  property,  and, 
above  all,  the  women  fhouid  be  re- 
fpe&ed/’  &c.  &c.  &c. 

After  a  ftmiiar  proclamation,  and 
on  the  evidence  of  an  indulgent, 
frank,  and  loyal  conduCt,  there  is 
no  reafon  to  doubt  but  the  khans 
and  the  other  petty  princes  will 


grant  a  free  paffage  through  thfcif 
refpediveftates  ;  otherwife,  divided 
as  they  are  among  themfelves,  they 
would  be  too  weak  to  make  any 
ferious  refiftance. 

The  French  and  Ruffian  commif- 
faries  will  be  accompanied  by  Ikil- 
ful  engineers,  who  will  take  topo¬ 
graphical  plans  of  the  countries 
through  which  the  combined  army 
is  to  pafs  :  they  will  indicate  on 
thefe  maps  the  different  points  of 
encampment,  the  rivers  to  be  paffed, 
and  the  towns  adjacent  to  the  march 
of  the  army  ;  they  will  take  care  to 
notice  the  different  paffes  where  the 
tranfportation  of  the  baggage,  of 
the  artillery,  and  of  the  provifions, 
may  meet  with  any  difficulty,  and 
the  means  of  furmounting  the  impe¬ 
diments  to  be  encountered. 

Thefe  comaiiffaries  will  treat 
with  the  khans,  the  princes,  and 
individuals,  for  the  fupply  of  provi¬ 
ftons,  baggage  waggons,  &c.  &c. 

They  will  be  empowered  to  afk 
for  and  attain  hoftages,  and  to  fign 
treaties. 

As  foon  as  the  firft  French  divi- 
fton  fhall  have  reached  Aftrabad, 
the  arft  Ruffian  diviiion  is  to  begin 
its  march;  the  other  divisions  of  the 
combined  army  are  to  follow  in  fuc- 
ceffion,  at  the  diftance  of  five  or  fix 
leagues,  and  will  keep  up  a  com¬ 
munication  with  each  other  by  fmali 
detachments  of  the  Coffacks. 

A  corps  compofedof  from  five  to 
fix  thotffand  Coffacks,  with  fome 
regular  light  horfemen,  will  form 
the  vanguard;  the  lighters  and  pon¬ 
tons  fhould  be  clofe  behind  it ;  the 
van  will  project  the  bridges  over 
the  rivers,  pro  ted:  them  from  being 
approached,  and  will  provide  for  the 
fafeiy  of  the  army  in  cafe  of  trea¬ 
chery  or  any  other  accident. 

The  French  government  will  in- 
truft  to  the,  commander  in-  chief  of 
the  expedition,  various  arms  from 
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the  manufactory  at  Verfailles,  fuch 
as  guns,  carbines,  piftols,  fabres, 
&c.  &c.  ;  vafes  and  other  articles 
of  porcelain  from  the  manufactory 
at  Seves  ;  watches  and  clocks  made 
by  the  molt  Ikilful  Parifian  artifts  ; 
handlbme  mirrors  ;  the  fined  cloths 
of  France  of  different  colours,  fuch 
as  fcarlet,  crimfon,  green,  and  blue, 
which  are  the  favourite  colours  of 
the  people  of  Afia  ;  Perfians  ;  vel¬ 
vets  ;  cloth  of  gold  and  filver  ;  laces 
of  gold  and  filver,  and  filks  from 
Lyons  ;  Goblin  tapeftry,  &c.  &c. 

All  thefe  articles,  wifely  diftri- 
buted  among  the  princes  of  the 
country,  and  prefented  with  that 
grace  and  elegance  of  manner  fo 
natural  to  the  French,  will  induce 
the  people  to  have  the  higheft  con- 
fideration  for  the  munificence,  the 
induftry,  and  the  power  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  and  ultimately  to  open  with  it 
a  commercial  correfpondence. 

A  feleCf  number  of  learned  men 
and  artifts  in  all  kinds  of  works  of 
ingenuity,  are  to  form  a  part  of  this 
glorious  expedition.  The  govern¬ 
ment  will  intruft  to  them  the  maps 
and  plans  at  prefen t  extant  of  the 
different  countries  which  the  com¬ 
bined  army  will  traverfe,  as  well  as 
the  memoirs  and  the  moft  efteemed 
works  which  treat  of  thofe  countries. 
Aeronauts  and  artificers  will  be  al- 
fo  very  neceffary.  To  infpire  thofe 
people  with  the  higheft  idea  both 
of  France  and  Ruftia,  it  may  be 
thought  fit,  before  the  army  and  the 
head-quarters  be  removed  from  Af- 
trabad,  to  give  them  forne  brilliant 
entertainment,  accompanied  by  fome 
military  evolutions  fiinilar  to  thofe 
celebrated  at  Paris  in  commemora¬ 
tion  of  fome  remarkable  event  or 
memorable  epoch. 

r]  hings  thus  difpofed  of,  there  is 
no  doubt  of  the  enterorize  taking;  a 
favourable  termination;  though  its 
fuccefs  will  depend  on  the  intelli¬ 


gence,  the  zeal,  the  bravery,  and 
the  fidelity  of  the  chiefs  to  whom 
the  government  will  intruft  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  projed. 

As  foon  as  the  combined  army 
fhall  have  reached  the  borders  of  the 
Indus,  it  fhould  comme?ice  its  mill - 
tary  operations. 

N.  B.  The  money  of  Europe 
which  is  of  the  greateft  currency, 
and  moft  efteemed  in  Perfia  and  in 
India,  is  the  fequin  of  Venice,  the 
ducat  of  Holland  and  Hungary,  the 
imperial  and  the  rouble  of  Ruftia. 

Objections  to  the  expedition 
answered. 

\Jl  Objection.  Are  there  a  fuf- 
iicient  number  of  boats  to  embark 
an  army  of  thirty-five  thoufand  men 
and  to  carry  it  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Danube  ? 

Anf<wer.  It  will  not  be  difficult  to 
colled  a  fufficient  number  of  boats  ; 
if  it  be,  the  army  will  go  over  land 
as  far  as  Ibrahilof,  a  pert  of  the  Da¬ 
nube  in  the  principality  of  Wala¬ 
chia,  and  as  far  as  Galatz,  another 
port  in  the  fame  river  in  the  princi¬ 
pality  of  Moldavia ;  then  the  French 
army  will  embark  on  veftels  previ- 
oufly  provided  and  fent  by  Ruftia, 
and  will  continue  its  voyage. 

2d  Objection.  The  grand  fignior 
will  not  confent  to  the  defeent  of  a 
French  army  down  the  Danube,  and 
he  will  oppofe  its  embarkation  from 
any  territory  belonging  to  the  Ot¬ 
toman  empire. 

An/kver.  Paul  Firft  will  oblige 
the  Porte  to  comply  with  his  de¬ 
fires  ;  and  his  fuperior  forces  will 
awe  the  divan  into  refped  for  his 
will. 

Qd  Objection.  Are  there  fuffi¬ 
cient  traniports  in  the  Black  Sea 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  army  ; 
has  Paul  hirft  a  fufficient  number  at 
his  difpofal  ? 

Anfnxer.  The  emperor  of  Ruftia 
7  can 
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can  colled!  eafily,  in  the  ports  of 
the  Black  Sea,  more  than  three 
hundred  fail  of  tranfports  and  vef- 
fels  of  all  fizes ;  the  whole  world  is 
acquainted  with  the  increafe  of  his 
merchantmen  in  the  Black  Sea. 

Ath  Objection.  Would  not  the 
convoy,  when  it  had  left  the  Da- 
nube,  be  in  danger  of  being1  an¬ 
noyed  or  difperfed  by  the  Engl i ill 
fleet  under  the  command  oF  Lord 
Keith,  who,  on  the  report  of  this 
expedition  palling  the  Dardanells, 
would  enter  the  Black  Sea,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  egrefs  of  the  French  army, 
and  to  deftroy  it  ? 

Anf<wer.  If  Lord  Keith  will 
pafs  the  ftreights,  and  the  Turks 
will  not  oppofe  him,  Paul  I.  will 
oppofe  him  ;  and  he  poffeffes  means 
for  his  oppofltion  more  efficacious 
than  are  fufpedted. 

hth  Objection.  The  combined 
army  being  united  at  Aftrabad, 
how  can  it  reach  India  through  a 
country  fo  uncultivated,  fo  diverted 
of  refources,  and  obliged  to  march 
from  Aftrabad  to  the  frontiers  of 
Hinduftan,  a  diftance  of  three  hun¬ 
dred  leagues  ? 

Anf<zver .  The  country  is  not 
wild  and  uncultivated  ;  the  route 
has  been  for  a  long  time  open  and 
practicable  ;  the  caravans  ufually 
travel  from  Aftrabad  to  the  fron¬ 
tiers  of  Hinduftan  in  thirty-five  or 
forty  days.  The  country  is  not 
inconvenienced  by  whirlwinds  of 
fand,  like  Arabia  and  Libya;  it  is 
continually  interfered  by  rivers  : 
there  is  fufficient  forage  ;  rice  is  in 
great  abundance,  and  is  the  chief 
food  of  the  inhabitants  ;  the  coun¬ 
try  is  ftored  with  oxen,  flieep,  and 
game  ;  and  there  is  great  variety 
of  delicious  fruit. 

The  only^  reafonable  objection 
that  can  be  made,  is  to  the  length 
of  the  march.  But  that  objection 
ought  not  to  prevent  the  project 
*  i> 


from  being  put  in  execution.  The 
French  army  is  defirous  of  glory, 
brave,  patient,  and  indefatigable ; 
its  courage  and  its  perfeverance, 
and  the  wifdom  of  its  officers,  will 
furmount  whatever  obftacles  they 
may  have  to  encounter. 

An  hiftorical  fad!  corroborates 
this  aflertion.  In  the  years  1739 
and  1740,  Nadir  Shah,  or  Tha- 
mas-Couli-Kban,  left  Delhi,  with 
a  numerous  army,  on  an  expedition 
againft  Perfia  and  the  borders  of 
the  Cafpian  Sea  ;  he  parted  by  Can- 
dahar,  Ferah,  Herat,  Mochehed, 
and  he  arrived  at  Aftrabad :  all 
thefe  cities  were  then  confiderable ; 
and,  though  they  have  fallen  from 
their  former  fplendor,  there  are  yet 
veftiges  of  their  former  opulence. 

That  which  was  accompiifhed  by 
an  Afiatic  army  in  the  years  1  73 g 
and  1740,  there  will  be  no  doubt 
of  the  poflibility  of  executing  with 
a  French  and  Ruffian  army  at  the 
prefen t  day  ! 

The  cities  above-mentioned  will 
form  the  principal  points  of  com¬ 
munication  between  Hinduftan, 
Pvuffia,  and  France  :  in  order  to 
facilitate  their  communication,  it 
will  be  neceflary  to  eftabiifh  an 
army  poft-office ;  and  to  employ 
the  Coflacks  in  that  department, 
who  are  the  fitteft  perfons  for  fuch 
fervice. 


*#*  This  magnificent  project  is 
much  better  adapted  to  cherifh  the 
fpirit  of  military  romance,  with 
which  the  French  people  are  fo 
ftrongly  infed!ed,  than  to  give  any 
juft  caufe  of  alarm  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  England.  Our  Indian  em¬ 
pire  is  naturally  an  objed!  of  jea- 
loufy  to  all  the  other  nations  of 
Europe,  and  particularly  fo  to 
France  ;  but  we  conceive  this  jea- 
loufy  has  not  yet  acquired  fufficient 
power  over  the  underftanding  and 
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common  prudence  of  any  intelligent 
ftatefman,  to  induce  him  to  adopt  a 
project,  the  execution  of  which  muft 
neceflarily  be  attended  with  fo 
much  certain  kjfs,  and  in  which 
there  is  only  a  bare  poflibility  of 
eltimate  faccefs.  The  author  of 
this  projcft  muft  be  as  ignorant  of 
the  policy  of  European  courts,  as 
he  is  of  the  geography  and  the  na- 
tions  of  that  part  of  Afia  through 
which  he  propofes  to  march,  if  he 
imagines  that  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia 
would  be  prevailed  on  to  join 
France  in  any  expedition,  of  which 
the  advantages  were  not  immediate 
and  evident.  Were  the  fuccefs  of 
the  project  as  probable  as  he  feems 
to  confider  it,  we  doubt  whether 
even  Paul  I.  would  have  been  in¬ 
duced  to  embark  in  it.  But  we 
have  no  doubt  that  if  he  had  formed 
an  alliance  with  France  for  fuch  an 
objetft,  Auftria,  as  well  as  the 
Porte,  would  have  oppofed  the 
march  of  the  French  army.  But 
thefe  are  difficulties  which  our  pro-* 
jeiftor  has  not  thought  it  necefiary 
to  confider.  He  takes  it  for  granted 
that  Rullia  will  join  France  in  this 
fcheme  for  the  conqueft  of  Hin- 
duftan ;  and  that  Auftria  and  the 
Porte,  awed  by  fo  formidable  an 
alliance,  will  permit  the  French 
army  to  proceed  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Danube.  Here  our  author  ad¬ 
mits  that  the  embarkation  of  the 
troops  on  board  the  tranfports  pre¬ 
pared  by  Ruffia  for  their  reception 
in  the  Euxine,  may  be  ogpofed  by 
the  Englifh  fleet ;  but  he  gets  over 
this  difficulty,  by  informing  us,  that 
the  Emperor  of  Ruffia  poflefles  more 
efficacious  means  than  are  fiifpefled, 
of  counteracting  the  operations  of  an 
Englifh  fleet !.  Wefufpeff  the  French 
army  would  not  overcome  the  diffi¬ 
culty  quite  fo  eaftiy.  Having  dif- 
comfited  the  Englifh  fleet,  our  au¬ 
thor  proceeds  up  the  Euxine  and 
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the  fea  of  Azof  to  Tajanroc,  which 
place,  he  thinks,  the  transports  ma^ 
reach  in  fixteen  days ;  though  it  is 
well  known  to  every  perfon  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  navigation  of 
thofe  feas,  that  three  weeks  would 
be  a  quick  paflage  for  a  Angle  fhip, 
and  that  consequently  a  fleet  of  that 
flze  would  probably  not  perform  it 
in  left  than  five  weeks.  From  Ta- 
janroc  to  Aftracan  he  allows  only 
2Q  days ;  and  the  Tame  length  of 
time  for  the  voyage  down  the  Caf- 
pian  to  Aftrabad.  But  had  he  been 
more  converfant  with  the  geogra¬ 
phy  of  thofe  countries,  the  navi¬ 
gation  of  the  Cafpian,  and  the 
embarkation  and  debarkation  of 
armies,  he  would  have  been  fatif- 
fied  that  an  army  of  30,000  men, 
with  baggage,  artillery,  &c.  could 
not  be  conveyed  in  double  that 
time  from  Tajanroc  to  Aftrabad. 
On  the  junction  of  the  French  and 
Ruffians  at  this  place,  the  combined 
army  is  to  be  provided  by  Ruffia 
with  every  necefiary  for  its  march 
from  thence  to  the  banks  of  the 
Indus,  which,  our  author  fuppofes, 
may  be  accornpliflled  in  forty-five 
days,  f without  meeting  any  oppofi - 
tion.  The  only  reafonable  objec¬ 
tion  which,  he  thinks ,  can  be  made 
to  this  part  of  the  pfojeft,  is  the 
length  of  the  march .  We  fhall 
point  out  to  him  home  other  objec« 
tions,  very  important  in  themfelves, 
and  calculated  to  give  great  addi¬ 
tional  force  to  the  one  he  has  men. 
tioned.  Of  the  phyfical,  but  ftill 
more  of  the  political  ftate  of  the 
countries  fituated.  between  the  Caf¬ 
pian  and  the  Indus,  our  author 
betrays  a  furprifing  degree  of  igno¬ 
rance.  Thefe  countries  are  not,  as 
he  imagines,  continually  interfered 
by  rivers ;  neither  are  they  in  a 
high  ftate  of  cultivation,  producing 
great  abundance  of  rice,  and  plen¬ 
tifully  flocked  with  oxen,  fiieep, 
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and  game.  On  the  contrary,  they 
are,  for  the  moft  part,  ill  watered, 
Herd,  and  unproductive.  The 
whole  of  that  part  of  Khorafan 
through  which  the  army  mud  pafs, 
from  the  Mufadcramiun  mountains 
to  the  city  of  Herat,  is  a  barren 
plain  of  230  miles  a  croft,  culti¬ 
vated  only  in  a  few  places,  and 
thinly  interfperfed  with  villages. 
The  inhabitants  of  thefe  are  fo 
fcantily  fupplied  with  water,  that 
at  one  or  two  of  them  Mr.  Fonder 
(the  moil  accurate  of  our  modern 
travellers,)  could  with  difficulty 
procure  for  himfelf  and  his  party 
a  fufficicnt  quantity  to  quench  their 
third.  The  greated  part  of  the 
way  from  Herat  to  Candahar,  pre¬ 
fen  ts  the  fame  ohdacles  to  the  march 
of  an  army.  “  Great  part  of  this 
country,”  fays  Mr.  Forder,  “ex¬ 
hibits  to  the  fatigued  eye  one  vad 
fteril  plain,  without  rivers,  wood, 
or  fcarcely  a  place  of  human  habi¬ 
tation.  It  is  therefore  evident, 
that  unlefs  the  French  and  Ruffians 
could  carry  their  water  and  provi- 
dons  along  with  them,  they  would 
lofe  two-thirds  of  their  numbers 
before  they  reached  Candahar  ;  and 
that  the  other  third  would  arrive 
there  in  a  condition  little  able  to 
fodain  the  attack  of  a  vigorous 
enemy  :  And  we  do  not  believe 
the  Ruffians  could  procure  at  Adra- 
bad,  and  in  the  neighbouring  dif- 
tftfts,  even  with  the  affidance  of 
Aga  Mahommed  Khan,  with  whom 
they  are  connected,  fuch  a  vad 
number  of  camels  and  bullocks  as 
would  be  requidte  to  convey  the 
baggage,  artillery,  providers,  and 
water,  for  an  army  of  70,000  men, 
from  the  fhores  of  the  Cafpian  to 
Candahar,  a  didance  of  6'00  miles. 

With  regard  to  the  oppodtion 
likely  to  be  made  to  the  march  of 
the  army  in  Khorafan  and  Candahar, 
rur  projector  imagines  that  “  the 


khans  and  petty  defpots  who  in¬ 
habit  the  country  between  the  Caf¬ 
pian  and  the  Indus,  may  eafiiv  be 
awed  or  bribed  into  friendfnip. 
It  {eems  itrange  his  not  knowing 
that  before  they  get  to  the  banks 
of  the  Indus,  they  mud  pafs- through 
the  centre  of  Afghanistan,  the  coun¬ 
try  of  Zemaun  Shah,  atprefent  the 
mod  powerful  and  warlike  prince 
in  Ada.  This  prince  has  always 
an  army  of  ]  00,000  foot,  and 
50,000  horfe,  ready  to  take  the 
field.  it  is  true  that  he  has 
threatened,  for  thefe  fome  years 
back,  to  march  with  this  army 
againd  the  Englifh  provinces  in 
Hindudan,  But  it  is  alfo  true  that, 
though  he  would  invade  Hindudan 
on  motives  of  perfonal  intereft,  and 
with  an  immediate  view  to  his  own 
aggrandizement,  he  would  certainly 
allow  no  European  power  to  fnare 
his  conqueds.  Fie  might,  perhaps* 
be  induced  to  receive  5000  or  0000 
Frenchmen  as  auxiliaries ;  but  a 
large  army  of  Europeans  would 
naturally  excite  his  jealoufy,  and 
he  would  oppofe  them,  as  if  they 
came  with  the  avowed  intention  of 
invading  his  own  country.  The 
cautious  policy  purfued  by  Hyder 
Ally  Khan,  in  the  alliances  which 
formed  with  the  French,  fhould 
teach  them  that  no  Mahommedan 
prince  of  any  fagaciry  will  ever  be 
induced  to  join  them  in  any  hodile 
fcheme  againd  the  Britifh  empire 
in  India,  unlefs  he  be  allowed  to 
poffefs  the  preponderating  influence 
in  the  alliance  :  Still  left  would 
he  admit  an  European  army  into 
his  dominions.  Hence,  then,  it  is 
manifed,  that  in  carrying  this  pro- 
jed  into  execution,  the  combined 
army,  after  encountering  the  natu¬ 
ral  obdacles  we  have  already  pointed 
out  in  the  march  from  Adrabad  to 
Candahar,  will,  upon  its  arrival 
there,  be  obliged  to  fubdue  the 
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rnoft  formidable  potentate  in  Afia 
before  it  can  pafs  into  Hinduftan. 
We  fhall,  however,  fiTppofe  that 
the  fkill  and  intrepidity  of  French 
officers  and  foldiers  may  reduce 
Zemaun  Shah  to  obedience  in  the 
courfe  of  one  campaign,  yet  they 
have  another  enemy,  through  whofe 
country  they  mud:  pafs,  before  they 
reach  the  Englifh.  dependencies. 
On  their  eroding  the  Indus,  they 
immediately  enter  the  Panjab,  the 
country  of  the  Seiks,  a  brave  and 
hardy  race,  whofe  buflnefs  is  war 
and  plunder,  and  whofe  mode  of 
warfare  precludes  the  poffibili  ty 
of  conquering  them.  This  people 
are,  for  feveral  reafons,  attached  to 
the  interefts  of  the  Englifh  ;  and 
their  having  repulfed  Zemaun  Shah, 
with  great  lofs,  in  two  attempts 
which  he  has  lately  made  to  invade 
their  country,  affords  fufficient  evi¬ 
dence  of  their  military  ftrength. 
Of  their  mode  of  warfare  the  French 
will  be  able  to  form  a  correct  idea, 
when  they  are  told  that  it  exactly 
refembles  that  at  prefent  carried  on 
by  Touffaint  and  his  negroes  in  St. 
Domingo.  If,  therefore,  the  French 
and  Pvuffians  entered  their  .country, 
they  would  avoid  a  general  action  ; 
but  they  would  cut  off  all  fupplies, 


hang  upon  their  flanks  and  rear, 
and,  by  keeping  up  a  continual  en¬ 
gagement,  fa  much  reduce  their 
numbers,  and  retard  their  progrefs, 
that  by  the  time  they  arrived  in 
the  Duab,  which  is  400  miles 
from  the  Indus,  a  well  difeiplined 
Englifh  army,  confifting  of  35, 000 
men,  prepared  to  receive  them, 
would,  we  apprehend,  without  any 
great  difficulty,  put.  a  period  to 
their  march. 

We  have  been-  thus  minute  and 
particular  in  commenting  on  this 
grand  project,  becaufe  we  know 
there  are  feveral  people  in  this 
country,  fo  ill  informed  as  to  be¬ 
lieve  it  to  be  p^adicable. — Ed. 

On  Wednefday,  Sept.  2,  1801, 
a  court  of  directors  was  held  at 
the  India  Houfe,  when  Charles 
Mills,  efq.  was  elected  ehairman, 
in  the  room  of  D.  Scott,  efq. 
who  reflgned  that  fituation.  John 
Roberts,  efq.  was  elected  deputy 
chairman.  This  gentleman  ferved 
the  office  of  chairman  in  the  year 
I7?b,  Meffrs.  Robert  Macure 
and  John  Hillman  were  fworn  in 
as  firft  and  fecond  affiftant  to  the 
Company’s  furveyor  of  {hipping. 


's' 


) 


I  t 


'  ‘J 


\ 


/ 


* 


\ 


I 


.  I 


/ 


f 


/ 


£ 


£  i  ] 


STATE  PAPERS. 


PAPERS  RESPECTING  THE  TRADE  BETWEEN  INDIA 

AND  EUROPE. 

PRINTED,  BY  ORDER  OF  THE  COURT  OF  DIRECTORS, 

FOR  THE  INFORMATION  OF  THE  PROPRIETORS. 


/  No.  1. 

Letter  from  the  Rt.  Hon,  Henry 
Dundas  to  /^Chairman. 

Somerset-place,  April  %,  1800. 

SIR, 

HE  fubjefl  of  this  letter  is  the 
queftion  of  Private-Trade  and 
India-built  Shipping,  on  which  I  am 
anxious  to  lay  my  fentiments  be¬ 
fore  the  Court,  in  order  to  attract 
their  early  attention  to  a  decifion 
upon  it ;  believing  that,  from  the 
Hate  in  which  the  queftion  is  now 
left,  much  mifchief  refults  to  the 
interefts  both  of  the  Eaft- India 
Company  and  of  the  Public  at  large. 
I  feel  the  more  anxious  to  come  for¬ 
ward  on  this  fubjedl,  becaufe  it  is 
impoflible  for  me  not  to  obferve  a 
Ihynefs  on  all  hands  to  come  to  the 
difcuffion  :  and  I  am  not  furprifed  at 
it ;  becaufe,  fo  far  as  my  reading  or 
obfervation  goes,  there  never  was 
any  queftion  where  thofe  who  differ 
upon  it  went  into  fuch  oppoffte  ex¬ 
tremes,  as  thofe  have  done  who  have 
taken  an  a<ftive  part  in  the  agitation 
of  it.  This  very  circumftance  em¬ 
boldens  me  to  ftep  forward  in  the 
manner  I  am  now  doing;  becaufe, 
it  being  my  lot  to  agree  in  the  ex¬ 
treme  of  none  of  the  opinions  which 
have  been  held  out  to  the  public 
confideration,  I  am  the  more  likely 
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to  fuggeft  fome  proper  medium  be¬ 
tween  thofe  extremes,  which  may 
bring  together  the  difcordant  fenti¬ 
ments  which  are  entertained  upon  it. 
In  the  firft  place,  I  fet  out  with 
difclaiming  being  a  party  to  thofe 
opinions  which  reft  upon  any  ge¬ 
neral  attack  of  the  monopoly  of  the 
Eaft  India  Company,  either  as  to 
the  government  or  commerce  of  In¬ 
dia.  My  fentiments,  in  that  re- 
fpeft,  remain  exadtly  the  fame  as 
they  were  when  I  moved  the  renew¬ 
al  of  the  charter  in  1793  ;  and,  if 
any  thing,  I  am  ftill  more  confirm¬ 
ed  in  the  principles  I  brought  for¬ 
ward  at  that  time.  That  a  direct 
interference  by  government  in  the, 
affairs  of  India  is  necelfary  for  their 
liability  and  uniformity,  I  am  more 
and  more  convinced ;  but  that  the 
oftenfible  form  of  government,  with 
all  its  confequent  extent  and  detail 
of  patronage,  muff:  remain  as  it  now 
is,  I  am  perfuaded  will  never  be 
called  in  queftion  by  any  but  thofe 
who  may  be  difpofed  to  facrifice  the 
freedom  and  fecurity  of  our  confti- 
tution  to  their  own  perfonal  ag¬ 
grandizement  and  ill-diredfed  am¬ 
bition.  I  remain  equally  fatisfied 
as  to  the  propriety  of  continuing  a 
monopoly  of  the  trade  in  the  hands 
of  the  Eaft-India  Company.  Thofe 
{  A  who 
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who  maintain  the  reverie,  appear  to 
me  to  be  milled  by  general  theories, 
without  attending  to  the  peculiar 
circumftances  of  the  trade  they  are 
treating  of.  Viewing  it  even  as  a 
mere  commercial  queftion,  I  believe 
this  proportion  to  be  a  found  one ; 
and  if  the  trade  were  laid  open,  the 
fuppofed  advantages  thence  arifing 
are  at  bed  very  problematical,  and 
would  certainly  be  very  precarious 
and  Ihort- lived.  It  is,  however, 
totally  to  forget  the  quedion,  to 
treat  it  as  a  mere  commercial  one. 
The  fame  principles  which  prove 
the  neceffity  of  the  prefent  form  and 
mode  of  Indian  government,  evince 
the  neceffity  of  the  monopoly  of 
trade.  The  government  and  the 
trade  are  interwoven  together ;  and 
we  have  only  to  recur  to  a  very  re¬ 
cent  experience,  to  learn  the  im- 
rnenfe  advantages  which  have  flowed 
from  that  connexion  of  government 
and  trade.  By  the  commercial  ca¬ 
pital  of  the  Company  at  home,  ad* 
ing  in  connection  with  the  public 
revenues  under  their  adminidration 
abroad,  they  have  mutually  aided 
and  adminidered  to  the  wants  of 
each  other ;  and  the  refult  has  been 
the  fortunate  achievement  of  thofe 
brilliant  events,  upon  the  fuccefs  of 
which  depended  the  evidence  of  the 
government,  the  territorial  wealth, 
and  the  trade  of  India. 

You  will  obferve,  Sir,  that  it  is 
not  my  intention  at  prefent  to  argue 
thofe  topics  at  large,  but  merely  to 
date  the  principles  I  hold  upon  fuch 
topics  as  may  appear  to  be  conned- 
ed  with  the  fubjed  I  wifh  to  bring 
more  particularly  under  your  con- 
ftderation. 

With  the  fame  view  it  is  that  I 
find  it  neceffary  to  fay  a  few  words 
upon  the  fubjed  of  what  is  called 
the  Shipping  Intereft  of  the  Eaft- 
India  Company.  Upon  that  fubjed 
there  feeras  to  be  a  greater  abufe  of 
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terms,  and  a  more  palpable  confufion 
of  ideas,  than  upon  almod  any  other 
part  of  this  complicated  quedion ; 
info  far  as  any  perfon  is  loud  in  de¬ 
claiming  againft  the  abufe  of  that 
great  intereft  being  confined  exclu¬ 
sively  to  a  few  hands,  who,  by  fuch 
a  monopoly,  might  have  it  in  their 
power  to  didate  fuch  terms  as  they 
pleafed  to  the  Eaft- India  Company. 
On  the  fubjed  of  freights,  I  am  as 
prepared  as  any  man  to  join  in  cry¬ 
ing  down  that  abufe :  But  I  am 
equally  adverfe  to  the  fentiments  of 
thofe  who  contend,  that  the  great 
intereft  of  the  Company’s  trade  is 
to  be  left  to  the  chance  of  the 
market  at  large;  and  that  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  freight  is,  either  wholly 
or  primarily,  to  be  the  excluftve 
objed  of  the  Company’s  attention. 
I  am  decifively  of  opinion,  that, 
both  on  views  of  public  policy  and 
commercial  fecurity,  the  fame  de- 
feription  of fnips  fhould  be  continued 
in  the  Company’s  fervice,  built  un» 
der  the  fame  infpedion  and  regu¬ 
lations,  fitted  and  found,  in  every 
circumftance,  in  the  fame  refpedabie 
way  they  have  hitherto  been  ;  and, 
though  every  partiality  and  lavifti 
extravagance  is  to  be  avoided,  a 
freight  fully  adequate  to  fecure 
thofe  advantages  ought  not  to  be 
churlifhly  withheld.  To  what  ex¬ 
tent  of  lhipping  of  this  defeription 
the  Company  ought  to  go,  will  be 
the  fubjed  of  more  minute  difeuffion 
in  a  fubfequent  part  of  this  letter. 

Having,  I  truft,  made  my  fell  dif= 
tindly  underftood  on  thofe  leading 
points,  I  proceed  next  toftate,  what 
I  hold  to  be  equally  uncontroverti¬ 
ble,  that  although  the  Legiftature 
has,  for  the  wifeft  purpofes,  given  a 
monopoly  of  trade  to  the  Eaft-India 
Company,  it  is  a  monopoly  attended 
with  thefe  two  material  circum- 
ftances :  1  ft,  That  the  exportable 
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prefent  the  capital  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company  is  capable  of  embracing  : 
2d,  That  the  monopoly  of  the  Eaft- 
India  Company  does  not  reft  on 
principles  of  colonial  exclufton  ;  for 
the  trade  to  and  from  India  is  open 
to  the  fubjeCts  of  other  countries  in 
amity  with  Great-Britain.  We 
muft  therefore  accurately  attend  to 
the  confiderations  which  naturally 
refult  from  tliofe  laft-mentioned  cir- 
cumftances. 

If  it  be  true  that  the  trade  to  be 
carried  on  by  the  Eaft-India  Com¬ 
pany  muft  of  neceffity  be  limited 
by  the  extent  of  their  capital,  the 
natural  queftion  is,  what  is  to  be¬ 
come  of  the  remainder  of  it  ?  Is  it 
to  be  left  exclufively  to  foreign 
nations  ?  or,  is  the  monopoly  of  the 
Company  to  be  fo  modified  in  the 
exercife  of  it,  as  to  open  this  fur- 
plus  market  to  the  capital  of  Britifh 
fubjeCts  ?  This  is  a  mere  queftion 
of  policy,  to  be  decided  on  princi¬ 
ples  of  expediency  and  found  dif- 
cretion,  upon  a  due  attention  to  all 
the  confiderations  which  enter  into 
the  difcuffion  of  it :  And  although 
nothing  could  be  more  invidious 
and  impolitic  than  to  attempt  to  ap¬ 
ply  the  principles  of  colonial  exelufi- 
on  to  other  independent  nations  ;  no¬ 
thing,  certainly,  can  be  more  juft  or 
natural  than  that  thofe  nations  who 
trade  to  India,  fliould  trade  there  on 
their  own  capitals  ;  and  that  the  capi¬ 
tal  of  tftieBritiih  fubjeCts  refident  in 
India  fhould  be  brought  home  to  this 
country  in  the  manner  moft  bene¬ 
ficial  to  their  own  interefts,  and  to 
that  of  the  mother  country,  where 
it  is  defirable  all  that  capital  fhould 
ultimately  fettle.  This  propofition, 
then,  clearly  points  out  the  true 
appropriation  of  the  furplus  produce 
of  India.  When  I  ftate  this,  I  am 
at  the  fame  time  free  to  declare, 
that  I  totally  difapprove  of  attempt¬ 
ing  to  accomplifh  this  by  penal  re- 


ftriCtive  ftatutes.  All  fuch  ever 
have  been,  and  ever  will  be,  nuga¬ 
tory,  when  reforted  to  for  fuch  a 
purpofe :  Trade  never  can  be  re¬ 
gulated  or  directed  by  any  other 
certain  rule  than  the  intereft  of  thofe 
concerned  in  it;  but  it  is  fo  much 
the  intereft  and  natural  bent  of  a 
Britifh  fubjeCt  to  fend  his  fortune 
to  that  country  which  gave  him 
birth,  and  where  he  means  to  clofe 
his  days,  that  nothing  but  the  moft 
unnatural  and  impolitic  reftraints 
can  fuggeft  to  him  a  defire  to  do 
otherwife. 

But,  obvious  as  this  principle 
may  appear  to  be,  it  requires  ac¬ 
curate  attention  in  the  application 
of  it  to  the  fubjeCt  in  queftion.  I£ 
I  am  afked,  whether,  in  (taring 
this  principle,  1  mean  that  the  trade 
to  and  from  India,  in  the  common 
ufe  of  the  terms,  ought  to  be  free 
and  ©pen  to  all  his  Majefty’s  fub¬ 
jeCts  in  India  ?  I  anfwer  diftinCtly 
in  the  negative.  The  nature  of 
the  Indian  manufacturer,  and  the 
immemorial  habits  of  the  manufac¬ 
turers,  exclude  the  practical  applica¬ 
tion  of  fo  indefinite  a  principle  to 
the  export  trade  from  India.  The 
manufacturer  of  the  finer  and  more 
valuable  fabrics  of  India,  have  al¬ 
ways  been  produced  by  advances 
from  the  government,  or  individuals, 
for  whofe  behoof  thofe  fabrics  are 
manufactured ;  and  if  the  dealing 
with  thofe  manufacturers  was  to  be 
laid  open  to  the  uncontrolled  com¬ 
petition  of  every  individual,  the 
confequence  would  be  a  boundlefs 
fcene  of  confufion  and  fraud,  and, 
ultimately,  the  ruin  of  the  manu¬ 
facturers  themfelves.  It  is  unnecef- 
fary  for  me  to  detail  this  part  of  the 
fubjeCt  at  any  length ;  becaufe  it  is 
fo  clearly  and  ably  explained  in  a 
letter  from  Lord  Cornwallis  to  the 
Court  of  Directors,  dated  lft  No¬ 
vember  I788j  that  I  have  only  to 
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refer  you  and  the  Court  to  the  care¬ 
ful  pertifal  of  it.  The  whole  of  it 
is  worthy  of  your  ferious  attention  ; 
but  paragraphs  24  to  3 1  inclufive, 
are  thofe  to  which  I  particularly  re¬ 
fer,  as  bearing  on  the  prefen t  que¬ 
ftion.  It  is  not  thepurpofe  of  the 
prefent  letter  to  point  out  what  the 
precife  regulations  ought  to  be  ;  but 
it  is  obvious,  that  thofe  employed 
in  the  agency  of  fuch  a  trade  fhould 
be  controlled  by  fuch  regulations  as 
may  be  requilite  to  fecure,  both  to 
the  Company  itfelf,  and  to  other  in¬ 
dividuals,  the  full  benefit  of  thofe 
advances  they  have  made  to  the 
manufadiurers  of  Indian  fabrics. 

It  is  immediately  connected  with 
the  obfervations  lad  offered  to  con- 
fider,  by  what  agency  is  the  trade  of 
individuals  in  India  to  be  carried 
on  ?  If  this  queftion  was  to  be  de¬ 
cided  on  the  principles  of  an  open 
and  free  trade,  the  anfwer  to  the 
queftion  would  be,  that  every  'indi¬ 
vidual  fhould  fend  out,  or  employ, 
any  agent  he  thought  beft  to  manage 
his  own  bufinefs  :  But,  from  what 
I  have  already  dated  on  the  former 
point,  you  will  anticipate  my  opi¬ 
nion  on  this,  namely,  that  no  agent 
fhould  be  employed  in  India,  or  per¬ 
mitted  to  refide  there,  except  with 
the  licenfe  of  the  Eaft- India  Com¬ 
pany,  and  fubje<5t  to  the  control 
of  fuch  regulations  as  the  habits, 
prejudices  and  trade  of  the  country 
may  render  expedient.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  every  other  confideration, 
arifing  out  of  the  peculiar  nature  of 
the  trade  and  manners  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  there  is  one  deciftve  circum- 
ftance  againft  the  tolerance  of  every 
imlicenfed  adventurer  in  India.  It 
would  rapidly,  though  infenfibly, 
lead  to  the  fettlement  and  coloniza¬ 
tion  of  the  worft  kind  of  adven¬ 
turers  taking  root  in  that  country, 
than  which  there  could  not  be  a 
more  fatal  blow  to  the  permanence 


of  the  Britifh  power  and  pre-emi¬ 
nence  in  I  ndia .  No  principle  ought 
ever  to  be  tolerated  or  aCted  upon, 
that  does  not  proceed  on  the  bafis 
of  India  being  conddered  as  the 
temporary  refidence  of  a  great  Bri- 
tifh  eftablilhment  for  the  good  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  country,  upon  fteady 
and  uniform  principles  ;  and  of  a 
large  Britifh  faiftory  for  the  bene¬ 
ficial  management  of  its  trade,  upon 
rules  applicable  to  the  date  and 
manners  of  the  country. 

From  thefe  premifes  the  con- 
clufion  I  draw  is,  that  the  furplus 
produce  of  India,  beyond  what  the 
appropriated  capital  of  the  Eaft- 
India  Company  can  bring  home, 
fhould  be  conddered  as  the  means 
of  transferring  the  fortunes  of  the 
fervants  in  India  to  Great- Britain  ; 
and  that  the  commerce  fhould  be 
managed  there,  either  by  the  par¬ 
ties  themfelves  interefted  in  it,  or 
by  their  agents  aiding  under  the 
licenfe,  and  fubjeft  to  the  control 
and  regulations  of  the  Eaft- India 
Company. 

The  queftion  which  naturally 
follows  is,  by  what  mode  of  con¬ 
veyance  is  that  trade  to  be  brought 
home  ?  I  anfwer,  by  the  India-built 
[hipping.  Upon  the  policy  and  be¬ 
neficial  tendency  of  this  meafure,  1 
have  only  to  refer  you  to  the  unani¬ 
mous  opinion  of  all  your  ableft  fer¬ 
vants  in  India,  who  have,  from  time 
to  time,  and  in  the  mod  explicit 
terms,  pointed  out  to  you  the  expedi¬ 
ency  of  this  indulgence,  both  with  a 
view  to  a  juft  attention  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  vour  fervants  in  India, 
and  with  a  view  to  make  Britain 
the  great  emporium  of  the  trade 
of  Ada.  Indeed  nothing  has  hin- 
dred  your  fervants  abroad,  fan&ion- 
ed  by  the  exprefs  advice  of  your 
Board  of  Trade,  from  afting  upon 
thefe  principles  at  different  times, 
but  the  great  quantity  of  unemployed 

fhipping 


STATE  PAPERS. 


a 


hipping  Tent  out  by  the  Eaft-India 
Company.  I  truft  henceforward  you 
vill  jfee  the  wifdom  of  defifting  from 
uch  a  wafteful  fyftem,  If  you  fix 
he  capital  you  mean  to  apply  to 
nveftment,  and  accurately  direCt 
•our  fervants  to  provide  that  in- 
/  eft  men  t,  there  can  be  no  occafion 
or  any  extra  ihipping  :  your  in- 
/eftment  and  {hipping  will  corre¬ 
spond  accurately  together,  and  your 
commerce  be  fyftematically  con- 
luCted.  I  mean,  in  a  feparate  let- 
:er,  to  treat  of  what  the  amount 
T  that  inveftment  ought  to  be,  and 
rvhat  are  the  means  by  which  it  is  to 
be  provided :  at  prefen 1 1  mean  only 
i:o  Hate,  that  whatever  the  regular 
inveftment  is,  it  ought  to  be  brought 
home  in  the  regular  home-built 
fliips,  to  which  I  have  referred  in 
the  beginning  of  this  letter.  If  any 
accident  fhall  befal  any  of  thofe 
fhips  in  their  outward  palfage,  or 
if  any  cijrcumftances  exift  to  render 
it  expedient  for  you  to  bring  home 
gruff  goods,  or  any  other  articles  of 
commerce  from  India,  a  difcretion 
fhould  be  left  with  your  Govern¬ 
ments  abroad  to  Supply  that  defici¬ 
ency  from  the  (hipping  to  be  found 
in  India  :  but  it  ought  to  be  adopt¬ 
ed  and  adhered  to  as  an  invariable 
rule,  that  the  regular  (hipping  to 
be  fent  from  this  country  fhould  be 
in  exaCt  proportion  to  rhe  amount 
of  the  inveftment  expected  home. 

When  I  am  thus  adding  the  con¬ 
currence  of  my  opinion  to  the 
weight  of  authority  which  the  pro¬ 
position  derives  from  the  unanimous 
{entiments  of  your  moft  intelligent 
fervants  in  India,  I  am  only  ad¬ 
hering  to  the  principles  I  detailed 
when  I  moved  the  renewal  of  your 
charter  in  1793.  It  was  upon  an 
application  of  thofe  principles  that 
the  provifion  was  made  in  the  aft  of 
Parliament,  directing  the  Eaft-India 
Company  to  appropriate  3000  tons 


annually  to  the  private- trade  to  and 
from  India.  Although  I  propofed 
that  meafure,  I  fhould  be  uhcandid 
if  I  did  not  fairly  acknowledge, 
that  experience  has  proved  it  to  be 
inadequate  to  the  purpofes  for 
which  it  was  intended.  If  the  ob- 
jeCt  had  been  only  to  try  an  ex¬ 
periment  how  far  individuals  were 
not  more  competent  to  the  export  of 
Britifh  produce  and  manufactures 
than  the.  Eaft-India  Company,  no 
other  objection  would  lie  againft 
the  meafure,  except  what  may  be 
fuppofed  to  arife  from  the  dearnefs 
of  freight  at  which  the  Eaft-India 
Company  could  afford  to  give  (hip¬ 
ping  of  that  defcription.  But  in 
fo  far  as  the  provifion  went  to  Secure 
the  transfer  of  the  capital  of  our 
fervants  in  India  to  this  country 
through  the  medium  of  trade,  it  is 
clearly  afcertained  that  the  meafure 
was  a  nugatory  one.  I  need  not 
enter  into  an  explanation  of  the 
reafons,  for  they  are  fo  diftinftly 
and  unanfwerably  ftated,  both  in 
the  correspondence  of  your  Board 
of  Trade  at  Bengal,  and  in  the 
memorials  prefented  by  the  Mer¬ 
chants  at  Calcutta  to  your  Supreme 
Government  in  India,  that  I  have 
only  to  refer  you  to  the  perufal  of 
thefe  documents,  in  proof  of  the 
inutility  of  that  provifion  in  the 
aft  of  1793.  I  am  therefore  clear 
that  claufe  in  the  aCt  ought  to  be 
repealed,  and  the  Company  relieved 
from  the  obligation  it  impofes  upon 
them ;  and,  in  place  thereof,  a  pow¬ 
er  given  to  your  Governments 
abroad  to  allow  the  Britifh  Subjects 
refident  in  India  to  bring  home  their 
funds  to  Britain  in  the  (hipping  of 
the  country.  I  fee,  in  the  records 
of  the  Company  abroad,  it  is  fug- 
gefted,  that  thofe  (hips  fhould  be 
contraded  for  by  the  Government, 
and  re-freighted  to  the  individuals. 
I  don’t  exa&ly  perceive  what  be- 
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nefit  arifes  from  the  Government 
having  that  kind  of  interference  in 
the  bufinefs ;  but  if  there  is  any 
good  reafon  for  it,  there  is  not  cer¬ 
tainly  any  material  objection  againft 
it :  but  it  is  material  to  attend  to; 
and  of  courfe  regulations  will  be 
made  as  to  the  time  of  failing,  and 
other  circumftances  of  detail,  con¬ 
nected  with  the  fafe  execution  of  the 
meafure. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  objected, 
that  this  proportion  is  injurious  to 
the  regular  fhipping  of  the  Eaft- 
India  Company,  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  which  fyftem  I  have  already 
given  fo  decided  an  opinion.  The 
anfwer  to  this  objection  is  two¬ 
fold- — Firit,  in  point  of  faCt  it  will 
not  diminifh  their  fhipping  a  fingle 
ton  ;  for  the  Eaft-India  Company 
would  not,  if  the  meafure  was  not 
adopted,  fend  out  a  fingle  fhip  more  : 
they  ought  and  will  fend  out  as 
much  of  the  regular  Britifh-built 
India  {hipping  as  is  necelfary  to 
bring  home  the  whole  of  their  in- 
veftment,  and  they  will  ad  impro- 
vidently  if  they  fend  out  one  ton 
more :  the  only  effeCt  of  this  mea¬ 
fure  not  being  adopted,  would  be 
to  extend  the  trade  and  {hipping  of 
cthef  nations,  but  in  no  refped  to 
add  to  the  regular  fhipping  of  the 
Eaft-lndia  Company.  In  the  next 
place,  thofe  interefted  in  the  regu¬ 
lar  {hipping  of  the  Eaft-India  Com¬ 
pany  would  do  well  to  confider  the 
benefits  they  already  enjoy,  in  place 
of  endeavouring  to  cramp  and  check 
the  juft  pretenfions  of  others :  they 
ought  to  recoiled  the  rapid  progrefs 
they  have  made  from  the  time  of 
the  Commutation  ACt;  and,  above 
all,  they  ought  to  recoiled,  that 
it  has  always  been  confidered  as  a 
very  problematical  queftion,  how 
far,  confident  with  the  national  in- 
terefts,  fo  much  of  the  fhip. timber 
of  the  country  ought  to  be  appro¬ 


priated  to  its  commercial  concerns, 
in  the  manner  praCtifed  by  the  build¬ 
ers  of  India  {hipping  ?  I  am  one 
of  thofe  who  think  there  are  rea- 
fons  of  public  expediency,  conneded 
with  the  very  intereft  on  which  the 
objedion  is  founded,  which  ought 
to  prevent  any  principle  of  that 
kind  being  inconfiderately  aded  up¬ 
on  :  but  one  of  the  material  grounds 
upon  which  I  am  difpofed  to  think 
that  the  objedion  I  have  referred 
to  ought  to  be  well  weighed  be¬ 
fore  it  is  given  way  to,  arifes 
from  the  refledion,  that  we  have  a 
national  refource  in  India,  which 
ought  to  lead  to  the  reverfe  of  any 
invidious  or  unjuft  difeouragement 
being  given  to  the  fhip- building  of 
India. 

In  forne  of  the  many  fpeculations 
I  have  heard,  and  the  publications 
I  have  pemfed,  on  this  fubjed,  it 
is  ufual  to  afk,  in  a  tone  of  com¬ 
plaint,  if  it  is  not  unjuft,  and  unfair, 
that  the  merchants  and  {hipping 
of  this  country,  other  than  the  fhip¬ 
ping  of  the  Eaft-India  Company, 
ihould  be  excluded  from  a  partici¬ 
pation  of  that  trade  which  is  allowed 
to  the  fubjeds  of  foreign  nations  ? 
The  ftatement,  at  firft  fight,  may 
appear  plaufible  ;  but  when  examin¬ 
ed  to  the  bottom,  it  has  no  foiidity  : 
in  truth,  it  is  only  another  mode  of 
objeding  to  the  monopoly  of  the  Eaft 
India  Company.  If  there  are  rea- 
fons  of  found  policy  why  the  Le- 
gifiature  has  decided  that  the  In¬ 
dian  trade  fnould  be  carried  on  by 
a  monopoly,  it  is  becaufe,  viewing 
the  interefts  of  the  public  as  one 
aggregate>  it  is  of  opinion,  that 
thofe  interefts  are  beft  cared  for 
by  that  mode  of  conduding  the 
trade.  Thofe,  therefore,  who  ftate 
this  objedion,  being  themfelves  part 
of  that  whole,  are,  in  common  with 
the  reft  of  his  Ma  jelly's  fubjeds, 
reaping  the  benefit  of  that. influx  of 
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national  wealth  and  capital  which 
the  Eaft- India  trade,  fo  conduced, 
brings  into  the  national  flock. 
They  cannot,  therefore,  more  than 
others,  becaufe  their  occupation 
happens  to  be  that  of  merchants  or 
fhip-owners,  complain  of  being  in¬ 
jured  by  the  means  which  the  wif- 
dom  of  Parliament  has  dev i fed  for 
introducing  that  flow  of  wealth 
into  the  kingdom. — The  cafe  is 
totally  different  with  regard  to  the 
fubjefts  of  foreign  nations  :  they 
are  not  the  objects  of  the  care  of 
the  Britifh  Legiflaturc  ;  neither  are 
their  interefts  at  all  in  the  view  of 
its  provifions :  they  reap  no  benefit, 
but  the  reverfe,  from  the  growing 
wealth  and  profperity  of  the  Britifh 
empire;  and  therefore  are  in  no  re- 
fpect  on  a  footing  of  comparifon 
with  any  of  the  fubje&s  of  this 
country,  to  whom  the  reftraints 
of  the  Company’s  charter,  for  the 
reafons  already  affigned,  do  with 
perfect  propriety  apply. 

It  is  quite  a  feparate  queftion, 
how  far  it  would  be  right  to  hold 
our  Indian  pofleftions  upon  princi¬ 
ples  of  colonial  monopoly ;  and  it 
would  be  deviating  from  the  Uriel 
matter  of  the  objection  to  enter  into 
that  difcufiion  in  this  place.  It  is 
fnfficient,  in  point  of  fad,  to  ob- 
ferve,  in  anfwer  to  the  merchants 
and  {hip  owners,  that  it  is  thought 
expedient  for  the  interefts  of  the 
empire  at  large,  that  the  Eaft- India 
polfeiTions  lhould  not  be  regulated 
on  the  principles  of  colonial  excln- 
fion  ;  and,  therefore,  no  part  of  the 
fubjefts  of  Great- Britain  can  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  fet  up  a  feparate  intereft 
of  their  own  againft  that  general 
policy.  If  the  colonial  principle 
was  to  be  applied  to  the  Indian  ter¬ 
ritories,  it  would  not  advance,  by 
one  ftep,  that  feparate  intereft  fet  up 
by  the  merchants  and  fhip-owners 
»to  whom  I  now  refer. 


Another  turn  is  given  to  this 
objection,  in  the  mouth  of  the  fame 
objectors  ;  and  it  is  allied,  why,  at 
leaft,  fhould  not  the  merchants  and 
fhip-owners,  fubjefts  of  his  Ma  jefty 
refident  in  Britain,  have  the  fame 
indulgences  which  are  contended  for 
by  his  Majefty ’s  fubjedfts  refident 
in  India  ?  The  anfwer  is  plain  and 
conclufive — that,  in  contending  for 
this  indulgence  to  the  Britifh  fub- 
jefts  refident  in  India,  I  am  con¬ 
tending  for  a  material  national  in- 
tereft,  which  is  no  other  than  this, 
that  their  fortunes,  capitals  created 
in  India,  fhould  be  transferred  from 
that  country  to  this,  in  a  manner 
moft  beneficial  for  themfelves  and 
the  kingdom  at  large,  in  place  of 
being  transferred  through  the  me¬ 
dium  of  commerce  by  foreigners, 
and  thereby  adding  to  the  wealth, 
capital,  and  navigation  of  foreign 
countries. — There  is  not  a  fingle 
circumftance  in  which  this  applies 
to  the  cafe  of  merchants  in  this 
country.  It  might  be  proved,  if 
neceflary,  that  the  only  effect  of 
giving  fuch  an  indulgence  to  the 
merchants  refident  in  this  country, 
would  be  a  temptation  to  withdraw 
a  part  of  the  capital  of  the  country 
from  a  more  profitable  trade,  and 
more  beneficial  application  of  it,  in 
order  to  di  vert  it  to  another  trade, 
lefs  profitable  to  themfelves,  and 
lefs  beneficial  to  the  public.  With¬ 
out,  therefore,  one  fingle  reafon, 
either  of  private  juftice  or  public 
policy,  it  would  be  introducing  a 
rival  capital  in  India  againft  the 
remittance- trade  of  the  Eaft- India 
Company,  and  in  competition  like- 
wife  with  thofe  individuals'  whofe 
capitals,  by  thepropofed  indulgence, 
it  is  wifhed  to  transfer  to  Great- 
JBritain. 

It  is  argued,  that  the  extenfion  of 
this  indulgence  to  the  Britifh  mer¬ 
chants  would  be  an  additional  en- 
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couragement  to  the  export  of  Britifh 
manufactures.  1  need  only  obferve, 
that  the  argument  proceeds  on  an  er¬ 
roneous  view  of  the  fubjeCl.  The  ex¬ 
port-trade  to  India  can  never  be  ex¬ 
tended  in  any  degree  proportionate 
to  the  wealth  and  population  of  the 
Indian  Empire  ;  neither  can  the  re¬ 
turns  upon  it  be  very  profitable  to 
individuals.  Thofe  who  attend  to 
the  manners,  the  manufactures,  the 
food,  the  raiment,  the  moral  and 
religious  prejudices  of  that  country, 
can  be  at  no  lofs  to  trace  the  caufes 
why  this  proportion  muft  be  a  true 
one.  The  importance  of  that  im- 
menfe  empire  to  this  country  is 
rather  to  be  eftimated  by  the  great 
annual  addition  it  makes  to  the 
wealth  and  capital  of  the  kingdom, 
than  by  any  eminent  advantages 
which  the  manufactures  of  the  coun¬ 
try  can  derive  from  the  confump- 
tion  of  the  natives  of  India.  I  do 
not  mean  to  fay,  that  the  exports 
from  this  country  to  India  have  not 
been  very  conliderably  increafed  of 
late  years ;  and  I  make  no  doubt, 
that,  from  recent  circumftances, 
they  may  he  ftiil  conliderably  in¬ 
creafed  ;  But  the  profpeft,  from 
the  caufes  I  have  already  referred 
to,  muft  always  be  a  limited  one  ; 
and  I  am  pofttivc  that  the  (hipping 
and  exertions  of  the  Eaft -India  Com¬ 
pany,  joined  to  the  returned  cargoes 
of  thofe  (hips  who  bring  home  the 
private-trade  of  India,  is  more  than 
adequate  to  any  prefent  or  future 
ancreafe  of  export-trade  that  this 
country  can  look  to  upon  any  ratio¬ 
nal  ground  of  hope.  In  this  view, 
therefore,  the  Britifli  merchants  are 
equally  miftaken  in  fuppofmg  that 
there  is  any  national  intereft  im¬ 
plicated  in  their  attempt  to  break 
in  upon  the  monopoly  of  the  Com¬ 
pany,  as  they  are  in  fuppofmg  that 
any  material  benefit  would  accrue 
to  themfelves  individually. 


In  fome  of  the  collections  of  papers 
I  have  read  upon  the  fubject  of  pri¬ 
vate  trade,  I  have  obferved  a  differ¬ 
ence  of  opinion  entertained,  to  what 
places  in  India  it  has  been  or  ought 
to  be  allowed-  I  am  at  a  lofs  to 
difcover  the  grounds  of  this  con- 
troverfy.  If  individuals  are  to  be 
allowed  to  bring  goods  from  India 
in  India  (flipping,  and  to  carry  back 
goods  to  India  in  the  fame  (hipping, 
I  cannot  fee  the  ground  for  reftrain- 
ing  them  in  coming  from  or  return¬ 
ing  to  any  part  in  India. 

In  like  manner,  with  regard  to 
agents,  provided  they  are  licenfed 
by  the  Company,  and  fubjeCt  them¬ 
felves  to  the  control  of  the  re¬ 
gulations  which  the  Company  may 
fee  caufe  to  eftablifh  for  the  conduCt 
of  agents  in  India,  I  fee  no  reafon 
why  thofe  agents  may  not  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  exercife  their  agency  for 
behoof  of  their  conftituents  in  any 
of  the  territories  of  India.  I  date 
this  with  regard  even  to  agency 
exerciftd  for  behoof  of  foreigners 
trading  to  India.  It  is  clearly  be¬ 
neficial  for  the  interefts  of  India, 
in  every  point  of  view,  that  fo¬ 
reigners  fhould  rather  employ  Britifh 
agents  redding  under  protection  of 
the  Company  in  India,  than  that 
thefe  foreign  nations  (liould  eftablifh 
agents  of  their  own  in  any  part  of 
India.  In  the  former  cafe,  they 
are  under  the  control  of  the  Com¬ 
pany,  and  bound  to  adhere  to  fuch 
rules  as  the  Company  may  think 
proper  to  lay  down  for  the  conduCt 
of  agency ;  but  there  can  exift  no 
fuch  control  or  reftraint  over  the 
agents  of  the  other  defcription. 

With  regard  to  the  agents  to  be 
employed  at  home  to  manage  the 
private  trade  of  individuals  from 
India,  and  to  take  care  of  their 
intereft  in  the  cargoes  of  the  re¬ 
turning  (hips,  I  do  not  fee  the  ufe 
of  any  interference  by  the  Com¬ 
pany. 
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pany.  The  great  intereft  to  be 
attended  to  on  the  part  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  is,  that  no  goods  come  from 
India  that  are  not  depofited  in  the 
Company’s  warehoufes,  and  that  the 
goods  fo  imported  are  expofed  at 
the  Company’s  Tales,  agreeable  to  the 
rules  prefcribed  for  that  purpofe. 

This  letter  has  extended  to  a 
length  far  beyond  what  I  intended 
or  expelled ;  but  I  was  delirous  to 
have  my  opinion,  on  all  the  points 
conneTed  with  the  fubjeft,  dif- 
ti nelly  underftood :  and  1  fhall  lefs 
regret  the  trouble  I  have  given  you 
in  the  perufalof  fo  long  a  letter,  if 
I  (hall  be  fuceefsful  in  calling  your 
attention  to  a  fpeedy  and  final  de- 
cifion  of  the  queftion,  which  has 
been  too  long  in  difeuffion,  from 
the  very  difeordant  opinions  and 
oppofite  extremes  which  have  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  agitation  of  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Y  our  mod  obedient 
humble  fervant, 

Henry  Dundas. 
^Chairman  oftheEaf - 
India  Company. 

No.  2. 

Report  of  the  Special  Com¬ 
mittee  to  njohofe  confiderat'ion 
the  Letter  from  Mr.  Dundas  nvas 
referred. 

I.  Your  committee  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  difeuffion  of  the  fub- 
jeft  referred  to  their  conlideration, 
under  a  deep  impreffion  of  its  great 
importance,  not  only  in  itfelf,  but  as 
involving  a  variety  of  important 
interefls  and  relations.  The  pre¬ 
ceding  agitation  of  it  had  led  the 
individuals,  now  forming  your  com¬ 
mittee,  in  common  with  the  other 
members  of  the  court,  to  regard  it 
with  very  ferious  attention  ;  and 
they  have  fince  endeavoured,  in  fome 
meafure,  to  qualify  themfelves  for 
the  performance  of  the  talk  affigned 


to  them,  by  diligent  inquiry  and 
reflexion  ;  feeking  to  obtain  from 
all  the  fources  of  information  with¬ 
in  their  reach,  a  comprehenfive 
knowledge  of  Fafts  and  opinions  re¬ 
lating  to  thia  fubjell,'  and  fairly  to 
appreciate  their  nature  and  import, 
that  thus  they  might  be  affiiled  in 
forming  intelligent  and  juft  con- 
clufiohs. 

With  this  defign,  your  commit¬ 
tee  have  perufed  a  great  variety  of 
writings,  which  they  will  beg  leave 
to  clafs  under  diliinft  heads,  refer- 
ing  to  the  margin  for  a  more  par¬ 
ticular  enumeration  of  them.  iff 
A  voluminous  collection  of  records 
of  the  government-general  of  Ben¬ 
gal  from  the  year  1780  to  the  year 
I799>  which  contain  numerous  ap¬ 
plications  and  propofals  from  the 
free  merchants  of  that  prefidency, 
and  the  other  Britifh  fettlements, 
for  indulgences  and  enlargements  in 
the  private- trade  between  India  and 
Britain;  with  the  fentiments  and 
proceedings  of  the  Company’s  com¬ 
mercial  fervants  and  the  fupreme 
board,  in  relation  to  that  and  other 
fubjeTs  of  commercial  policy.  2d. 
Applications  made  dlreflly  to  the 
court  here,  in  behalf  of  the  free 
merchants  of  India,  and  of  the  mer¬ 
chants  of  London,  for  fy ft ema tic 
admiffion,  With  fhips  of  their  own, 
into  the  commerce  and  navigation 
between  India  and  Great  Britain, 
and  for  the  indefinite  extenfion  of 
that  commerce  ;  under  which  head 
may  be  ranked  the  motion  brought 
forward  laft  year,  in  a  general  court 
of  proprietors,  on  this  fubjeft ; 
without  adverting  particularly  to 
works  not  immediately  addrefled 
to  the  court,  but  calculated  to  in¬ 
fluence  the  public  mind  refpefling 
the  conduft  of  the  Company,  and 
the  extent  and  appropriation  of  the 
Indian  commerce ;  points  which 
they  profefs  to  difeufs.  3d.  A 

letter 
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letter  from  the  Right  lion,  Henry 
Drmdas  to  the  court  of  diredfors, 
dated  2d  April  ]  800,  wherein  he 
delineates  the  leading  principles  and 
views,  by  which  the  trade  of  the 
Company  and  of  individuals  from 
India,  and  the  intercourfe  between 
that  country  and  Great  Britain, 
ought  to  be  regulated. 

Another  letter,  which  the  fame 
Right  Honourable  Gentleman  was 
pleafed  to  addrefs  to  one  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  court,  and  now  of  your 
committee,  in  confequence  of  fome 
obfervations  which  that  member  had 
made  on  the  queftion  of  enlarging 
the  private-trade  from  India. 

In  this  great  diverfityof  materi¬ 
als,  your  committee  have  before  them 
the  merchants  of  India  propofing 
their  own  objects,  and  the  argu¬ 
ments  which  fupport  them  :  they 
fee,  alfo,  how  far,  and  with  what 
views  for  the  public  advantage, 
thofe  objedfcs  were  favoured  by  the 
Company’s  governments  abroad. 
The  writings  with  which  the  caufe 
of  the  free  merchants  has  been  fe- 
conded  in  this  country,  and  the  pro- 
pofal  which  another  fetof  merchants 
in  London  have  grafted  upon  it, 
difplayed  the  vaft  confequences  to 
which  the  principles  and  reafonings, 
whereon  commercial  enlargements 
In  India  have  been  urged,  may 
be  pufhed,  both  in  theory  and  prac¬ 
tice  ;  the  obfervation  of  which  has 
fuggeded  to  your  committee  the  ne- 
ceiiity  of  previoufly  examining,  with 
care  and  forefight,  the  nature  and 
tendency  of  every  propofed  innova¬ 
tion  of  the  nature  in  queftion  ;  fince 
innovation  once  admitted  cannot 
eafily  be  fet  afide,  but  rather  has 
the  property  of  acquiring,  in  every 
ftep  it  proceeds,  an  increafed  im¬ 
pulse  towards  further  advancement. 

In  the  letters  from  the  prefident 
of  the  board  of  control,  your  com¬ 
mittee  have  the  Satisfaction  of  fee¬ 


ing  the  main  outlines  of  Indian 
policy,  traced  with  (as  they  con¬ 
ceive)  equal  energy  and  juftnefs, 
and  with  a  liberality  which  muft 
command  refpeet  and  applaufe.  The 
propositions  thefe  letters  contain, 
for  adj  lifting  the  objects  and  the 
limits  of  private-trade,  will,  both 
on  account  of  the  authority,  and 
the  public  views  from  which  they 
proceed,  eminently  engage  the  at¬ 
tention  of  your  committee  ;  though 
it  may  previoufly  be  neceffary  to 
review  diftindtly  the  principles 
and  opinions  maintained  in  other 
quarters,  refpedting  the  commerce 
and  connexion  between  India  and 
Britain. 

In  availing  themfelves  of  all  thefe 
materials  for  the  affiftance  of  their 
judgment,  it  .will  be  the  duty  of 
your  committee  to  aim  at  afcertain- 
ing  what,  on  the  whole,  will  be  for 
the  true  intereft  of  the  Company 
and  that  of  the  Nation,  which,  in 
their  opinion,  are  not  at  variance 
with  each  other,  but  indeed  the 
fame,  and  as  fuch  they,  will  be  re¬ 
garded  in  this  report. 

Befides  thefe  numerous  documents, 
your  committee  have  received  writ¬ 
ten  opinions  on  the  prefent  fubjedt 
from  feveral  of  their  own  members ; 
for  though  in  the  meetings  of  your 
committee  the  prominent  parts  of 
the  queftion  before  them  were  dif- 
cufted  H)i<va  ^vocey  and,  it  may  be 
hoped,  with  general  elucidation,  yet, 
as  in  a  fubjedf  of  fo  much  complexi¬ 
ty  it  was  not  eafy  thus  to  intro¬ 
duce  and  keep  in  view  every  per¬ 
tinent  topic,  with  its  due  relation 
to  the  whole,  it  was  agreed,  that 
thofe  gentlemen  who  might  be  dif- 
pofed  to  treat  of  the  queftion  at 
length,  with  its  bearings  and  de¬ 
pendencies,  fhould  deliver  their  Sen¬ 
timents  upon  it  in  writing.  The 
minutes,  noted  in  the  margin,  were 
in  confequence  brought  forward ; 
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and  your  committee  mud  beg  leave 
to  refer  to  them,  as  containing  much 
fupplementaty  detail,  and  larger  il- 
lbftradons  of  a  variety  of  relative 
topics,  than  will  well  confift  with 
the  proper  ftrudure  of  fuch  a  report 
as,  in  their  opinion,  they  ought  to 
fubmit  to  the  court. 

1  i.  'Vo  avoid  the  confufion  and  in- 
diftindnefs  that  might  enfue  from  a 
diffufive  treatment  of  particulars, 
your  committee  conceive  it  lhould  be 
their  bufinefs,  and  it  will  according¬ 
ly  be  their  endeavour,  to  prefen t, 
with  clearnels,  a  luccind  view  of  the 
great  points  on  which  iLe  juft  deci- 
lion  oi  the  prefen  t  queftion  depends, 
and  of  the  concluftons  which  refult 
from  a  fair  conftderation  of  them. 

In  order  to  execute  this  deftgn, 
it  will  be  expedient,  as  a  prelimina¬ 
ry,  to  take  a  Pnort  retrofped  of  the 
privileges  which  have  been  already 
conceded  to  individuals  in  the  trade 
oi  India,  with  the  reafons  for  which 
the  y  were  accorded ;  then  to  ftate 
the  claims  now  advanced,  and  the 
grounds  and  principles,  profeffed  or 
implied,  on  which  they  ftand  :  after 
which  your  committee  will  proceed 
to  examine  thofe  grounds  and  prin¬ 
ciples,  with  the  confequences  to 
which  they  lead  ;  and  under  this 
head,  will  contider,  among  other 
things,  what  relates  to  the  com¬ 
merce  of  Britifh  India  with  Eu¬ 
rope  and  America,  the  amount  of 
that  commerce,  and  its  diftribution 
to  different  countries  ;  the  Indian 
capital  applicable  to  it ;  the  fhare 
ot  it  which  Great  Britain  ought  to 
attrad  to  her  own  ports ;  the  nature 
of  the  ability  which  Britifti  India 
po defies  for  extending  its  produce 
and  exports,  and  the  policy  of  pro¬ 
moting,  indefinitely,  fuch  an  ex- 
tenfion  ;  which  laft  point  will  lead 
to  the  conftderation  of  the  true 
principles  of  policy,  by  which  the 
dependency  of  India  on  Great  Bri¬ 


tain  fliould  be  maintained,  and  the 
commerce  and  intercourfe  between 
the  two  countries  carried  on. 

The  fath  which,  it  is  hoped,  will 
thus  be  afeertained  refpeding  the 
aftual  ftate  of  the  foreign  commerce 
of  Britifh  India,  and  the  manner  in 
which  any  large  augmentation  of  it 
is  practicable,  with  the  principles , 
political  and  commercial,  which 
would  regulate  our  Indian  fyftem, 
will,  in  the  opinion  of  your  com. 
mittee,  conftitute  thofegreat  points 
by  which  the  extent  and  the  mode 
of  any  farther  enlargements  in  favour 
of  individuals  fhould  be  governed 
and  determined. 

III.  It  may  be  proper  to  recoiled, 
that  the  original  fource  of  the  in- 
tereft  which  Britifti  refidents  in 
India  have  obtained  in  the  trade  be¬ 
tween  that  country  and  Europe,  is 
to  be  traced  to  the  Company's  ac- 
quifition  of  territorial  dominion  in 
the  Eaft.  ,  Before  that  asra,  the 
number  of  thofe  refidents  was  fmall ; 
they  were  confined  foJely  to  com¬ 
mercial  purfuits  ;  and  the  few  mo¬ 
derate  fortunes,  which  in  a  flow 
courfe  of  years,  were  to  be  remitted 
home,  eafily  found  a  conveyance  by 
the  bills  of  the  Company.  The 
vaft  wealth  which  poured  into  the 
coffers  of  individuals  upon  the 
aicendancy  of  the  Englifh  power 
in  India,  at  the  fame  time  that 
their  number,  in  confequence  of  this 
great  change,  rapidly  increafed 
there,  foon  overflowed  the  ufuai 
channel  of  remittance  through  the 
Company,  who  not  having  imme¬ 
diately  adjufted  their  meafures  to 
the  policy  which  this  new  fituation 
of  things  ought  to  have  didated, 
had  it  been  regarded  as  permanent, 
nor  indeed  being  well  able,  at  firft, 
to  inveft  in  goods,  even  the  great 
revenues  which  came  into  their  own 
hands,  many  of  the  fortunes  ac¬ 
quired  by  individuals  found  their 

way 
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way  into  Europe  by  foreign  chan¬ 
nels  ;  and  thefe  channels  being  once 
opened  for  the  remittance  of  Britifh 
property,  have  ever  fince  continu¬ 
ed  to  ferve  in  a  greater  or  kfs  de¬ 
gree,  for  the  fame  end,  though  the 
modes  have  varied.  Foreigners,  at 
iirft,  gave  bills  on  Europe  for  the 
money  advanced  them  in  India, 
with  which  money  they  purcha fed 
the  inveftment  that  carried  on  their 
Indian  trade,  and  provided  the  funds 
for  the  payment  of  thofe  bills  ;  but 
in  procefs  of  time,  Britifh  refident 
merchants,  not  confining  themfelves 
folely  to  the  original  obj eft  of  paper 
remittance,  became,  clandeftinely 
and  unlawfully,  parties  in  the  trade 
carried  on  to  foreign  Europe,  and 
at  length,  as  is  fuppofed,  in  many 
adventures,  the  real  though  con¬ 
cealed  principals ;  in  which  cafes 
remittance  was  rather  the  medium 
of  trade  than  the  primary  motive  : 
io  that  they,  in  faft,  came  to  hand 
in  the  place  where  foreigners,  who 
firfl  received  the  fortunes  of  Britifh 
fubjefts  for  bills  on  Europe,  had 
Hood;  and  thus  was  the  monopoly 
of  the  Company  grofsly  invaded, 
and  the  trade  of  foreign  Europe 
from  India  greatly  carried  on  with 
Britifh  capital,  which  was  an  iffue 
fo  little  confonant  to  the  proteftion 
and  prosperity  enjoyed  by  Britifh 
refidents  through  the  government 
of  the  Company,  that,  to  trace  it  to 
its  remote  caufe,  is  certainly  not  to 
make  any  fufficient  apology  for  it. 
Prohibitions  were  enafted,  but  they 
did  not  prevent  the  continuance  of 
it ;  and  the  example  of  laws,  in¬ 
efficient  and  disregarded,  became  a 
new  evil.  To  remedy  both  thefe 
abufes,  wasoneprofeffedobjeft  of  the 
aft  of  1793,  which  renewed  the 
Company’s  charter;  and  it  pro- 
pofed  to  do  this  by  abrogating  the 
former  prohibitory  laws,  and  per¬ 
mitting  Britifh  refidents  in  India 


not  only  to  aft  for  foreigners,  but 
to  export  from  thence,  annually,  a 
certain  quantity  of  goods  in  the 
Company’s  (hips.  It  was  intended 
by  this  la  ft  new  privilege,  to  fur- 
nifh  a  legal  and  patriotic  channel 
for  the  trade  which  the  fortunes  of 
Britifh  refidents  carried  on  from 
India  to  foreign  Europe,  by  admit- 
ing  that  trade  directly  into  the 
Thames*  It,  is  true  that,  at  the 
period  here  fpoken  of,  large  chan¬ 
nels  of  remittance,  by  bills  on  the 
Company,  were  open  ;  and  it  was 
fufficientlv  obvious,  that  Britifh  re¬ 
dden  ts,  who  had  been  carrying 
on  a  t  raffic  in  violation  of  the  laws 
and  their  engagements  with  the 
Company,  had  not  thereby  merited 
new  privileges  ;  but  this  confidera- 
tion  was  abforbed  in  the  national 
objeft  of  bringing  a  trade,  which 
it  was  found  difficult  to  fupprefs, 
immediately  to  our  own  ports.  Yet 
even  in  the  way  of  efiablifhing  this 
privilege,  the  free  merchants  of  In¬ 
dia  were  regarded  rather  as  fe~ 
condary  than  as  principal  objefts ; 
for  it  was  primarily  conceded  to  the 
manufafturers  of  Britain,  who  were 
allowed  to  fend  their  produftions  in 
the  Company’s  fhips  to  India  for 
fale,  and  to  bring  back  the  proceeds 
in  Indian  goods  ;  and  the  permiffion 
to  lade  home  fuch  goods,  was  then 
alfo  extended  to  Britifh  fubjefts  re¬ 
ading  in  India.  But  the  manufac¬ 
turers  have  made  fo  little  ufe  of  it 
to  the  prefent  day,  that  they  need 
not  be  further  considered  in  this  pri¬ 
vilege,  which  refts,  therefore,  almofr 
wholly  with  the  refidents  abroad. 
The  extent  of  it  was  3000  tons  an¬ 
nually,  with  a  provifo  for  the  aug¬ 
mentation  of  this  quantity  if  fuch 
augmentation  fhouldbe  found  necef- 
fary.  Thus,  for  the  firfl:  time,  in¬ 
dividuals  were  admitted,  by  law,  in¬ 
to  a  participation  of  the  trading  pri¬ 
vileges  of  the  Company,  by  being  al¬ 
lowed 


STATE  PAPERS, 


IS 


lowed  to  fend  goods  for  falc  in  the 
Company’s  (hips. 

IV.  In  proceeding  to  an  account 
of  what  the  free  merchants  now 
demand,  it  is  fair  to  ftate,  that 
they  do  not  appear  ever  to  have 
been  Satisfied  with  the  conceffions  of 
the  ad  of  170S.  The  caufes  of 
their  difcontent  will  prefently  be 
feen ;  and  themeafures  they  require, 
in  the  way  of  remedy,  are,  that  they 
be  allowed  to  fend  their  own  goods, 
on  their  own  fnips,  from  India  to 
this  country,  and  in  like  manner  to 
carry  returns  from  this  country  to 
India ;  in  both  cafes  taking  a  li- 
cenfe  from  the  Company,  dealing  in 
the  alfortments  of  goods  permitted 
by  the  ad  of  1798,  and  palling  all 
their  imports  here  through  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  warehoufes,  to  be  fold  at 
their  Tales;  alfo  to  fubjed  their 
Blips  to  the  general  regulations  of 
the  Company,  in  refped  todifcipline 
on  board,  and  the  condud  of  the 
navigation  between  India  and  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  but  thofe  Ihips  to  be  dif- 
patched  at  the  periods  chofen  by 
the  owners,  without  let  or  hindrance; 
to  be  allowed  to  trade  from  port  to 
port  in  India  ;  and  even,  inftead  of 
being  freighted  to  the  Company,  and 
relet  on  the  fame  terms  to  the  indivi¬ 
duals  chooling  to  lade  goods  on  them, 
as  has  hitherto  been  ufual  in  any 
cafes  of  permiffion  to  private  Ihips, 
to  be  left  in  this  refped  entirely  be¬ 
tween  the  owners  and  the  fhippers. 

Some  advocates  here  for  the  free 
merchants  explicitly  advance  views 
of  enlargement,  which,  if  they  may 
be  faid  to  be  virtually  deducible  from 
the  propofitions  of  the  merchants,  are 
neverthelefs  not  avowed,  and  pro. 
bably  not  intended  by  them.  Thefe 
advocates  urge,  in  terms  that  feem 
to  have  no  limit  or  qualification, 
the  encouragement  of  Britifh  enter- 
prize  and  capital  in  the  trade  of  the 
call ;  and  that  Britifh  fubjeds,  as 


fuch,  and  the  natives  of  our  poffe'f. 
fions,  fhall  have  fuch  a  freedom  in 
the  trade  of  India,  as  foreign  Euro¬ 
peans  enjoy;  that  is,  be  permitted 
to  fend,  at  pleafure,  to  their  own 
country,  through  the  channel  of  the 
Company,  their  own  goods  and  their 
own  Ihips.  They  propofe,  more¬ 
over,  that  a  regular  conveyance, 
overland,  for  the  fpeedielt  tranfmif- 
fion  of  the  correfpondence  of  both, 
be  furnilhed ;  and  that  the  new  fyf- 
tem  of  enlargement,  with  every  fa¬ 
cility  and  encouragement  on  the 
part  of  the  Company  and  the  State, 
be  eftablifhed  by  law.  The  mer¬ 
chants  in  London  have  in  more  ge¬ 
neral  terms  propofed,  that  their  (hips 
fhall,  in  like  manner,  be  allowed  to 
navigate  to  and  from  Britilh  India, 
carrying  all  fuch  goods  as  the  Com¬ 
pany  do  not  exclufively  referve  for 
themfelves. 

V.  The  grounds  and  reafons  on 
which  the  free  merchants  prefer  the 
claims  which  have  now  been  Hated, 
are  in  fubftance  thefe ;  Firft,  in  re¬ 
fped  to  the  Company’s  fhips,  that 
the  tonnage  accorded  to  them  in 
thofe  fhips  do  not  anfwer  the  defignt 
of  the  Legiflature  in  granting  it, 
and  defeats  the  objed§  they  mull 
neceffarily  have  in  view  as  merchants, 
becaufe  the  rate  of  freight  in  the 
Company’s  (hips  is  fo  extremely  high 
that  many  fpecies  of  goods  cannot 
bear  it.  Thofe  fhips,  alfo,  are,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  warlike  and  politi¬ 
cal  operations,  which  make  a  part 
of  the  Company’s  ly Item,  fo  uncer¬ 
tain  in  the  times  of  their  arrival  and 
departure,  and  fubjed  to  fo  many 
deviations  in  their  voyages;  the 
times,  too,  at  which  private  goods 
are  required  to  be  ready  for  them  are 
fo  inconvenient,  and  thewhole  quan¬ 
tity  of  tonnage  fo  limited,  and  fo  lit¬ 
tle  adequate  to  the  wants  which  may 
occalionally  arife,  that  merchants 
are  exceedingly  difconcerted  and 
,r.  dlf- 
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difcotiraged  in  forming  their  fpecu- 
lations,  neither  knowing  what  quan¬ 
tity  of  tonnage  they  may  depend  on, 
nor  when  it  will  arrive,  nor  when 
the  fhips  that  do  arrive  may  again 
fail,  nor  whither  they  may  be  in¬ 
termediately  defined  ;  and  if  extra 
fhips  are  allotted  for  the  tranfport 
of  their  goods,  though  the  rate  of 
freight  be  lefs,  the  cod  of  infurance 
is  higher,  and  the  other  difadvantages 
nearly  the  fame :  from  all  which 
circumdances  they  are  rendered  quite 
uncertain  what  provifion  to  make 
of  goods,  or  how  to  form  their  ar¬ 
rangements  in  taking  up  money 
and  drawing  bills  on  Europe,  and 
regulating  their  infurances  with  the 
mod  fafety  and  advantage;  whence, 
in  concludon,  it  happens,  that  they 
are  frequently  left,  at  the  end  of  a 
feafon,  with  goods  on  their  hands, 
which  either  mu  ft  remain  in  their 
warehouses  till  another  feafon,  or 
be  fold  to  foreigners,  (at  lead  fhip- 
ed  to  foreign  ports,)  to  them  anifed 
lofs  of  this  country. 

Another  head  of  complaint  among 
them,  though  lefs  explicitly  dated, 
is,  that  foreign  Europeans  enjoy 
greater  privileges  in  Britifh  India 
than  they  do  who  are  natives  of  the 
governing  State  :  u  Foreigners/' 
fay  they,  <f  come  into  the  Britifh 
i(  territories  without  redraint,  and 
6i  they  export  fhips  and  goods  at 
((  pleafure  to  their  own  country, 
e(  and  even  to  all  the  dates  of 
“  foreign  Europe  and  America ; 

*s  whilft  we,  fubjefts  of  Britain, 
t(  are  deditute  of  fuch  privileges, 
t(  redrained  from  fending  our  fhips 
(i  to  our  own  country,  deprived  of 
(<  freedom  in  out  commercial  fpe- 
f(  culations,  and,  in  territories  be- 
<(  longing  to  that  country,  are  de- 
ic  graded  below  the  date  of  aliens." 

It  is  reprefented  by  the  free  mer¬ 
chants,  in  the  third  place,  That  the 
objefts  they  propofc  are  calculated 


direftly  and 'greatly  to  promote  the 
benefit  of  Britifh  India,  and  of  the 
Sovereign  date,  by  inefeadng  the 
produce  and  exports  of  the  one ; 
the  imports,  duties,  exports,  and 
profits  of  the  other;  the  (hipping 
and  navigation  of  both  :  That  the 
Company  cannot  take  off  all  the  ex¬ 
port  produce  of  their  territories, 
much  of  which  alfo  is  now  carried 
away  by  foreigners ;  whereas  nearly 
the  whole,  both  of  thefe  exports, 
and  of  the  furplus  not  wanted  by 
the  Company,  might  be  brought  by 
the  diips  of  Britith  refidents,  ifli- 
cenfed,  into  the  Thames,  to  the 
entire  extinction  of  thp  clandedine 
trade  :  That,  moreover,  the  pro¬ 
ductions  of  thofe  territories,  parti¬ 
cularly  indigo,  fugar,  cotton,  and 
other  bulky  articles,  are  capable  of 
being  exceedingly  extended  and  im¬ 
proved,  if  Sufficient  encouragement 
were  given  to  that  end :  And  in 
proof  of  thefe  pofitions,  the  mer¬ 
chants  adduce  the  rapid  increafe  in 
the  exports  from  India  to  this  coun- 

X 

try,  fince  the  liberty  given  by  the 
aft  of  1793,  notwithdanding  all  the 
difadvantages  which  have  cramped 
the  freedom  of  commercial  enter- 
prife ;  whence  it  is  inferred,  that 
the  trade  is,  in  its  own  nature,  pro- 
greffive,  and,  if  permitted  to  expand 
freely,  would  foon  become  highly 
important  to  the  nation. 

Some  of  the  advocates  for  the 
fame  caufe  on  this  fide  have  gone 
much  farther  in  their  reafoning,  as 
well  as  in  their  views,  than  the  free 
merchants  themfelves.  Thofe  advo¬ 
cates  charge  the  Company  with  hav¬ 
ing  dedgnedly  obdrufted  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  aft  of  1793  :  with  hav¬ 
ing  followed  a  narrow  jealous  policy, 
which,  by  preventing  the  capital  and 
enterprife  of  Britifh  refidents  from 
being  freely  employed  in  the  direft 
trade  of  England,  has  thrown  it  into 
foreign  channels,  whereby  a  fatal 

rival- 
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rivahhip  agninfl:  ourfelves  has  been 
nourifhed  ;  the  clandeftine  and  neu¬ 
tral  trade  from  India,  in  particular 
the  trade  of  America  with  that 
country,  has  been  moft  alarmingly 
increafed ;  and  even  the  Indian  trade 
of  our  enemies,  the  French  and 
Dutch,  which  a  contrary  conduct 
might  have  extinguifhed,  has  been 
upholden :  fo  that  Great  Britain  is 
thus,  by  the  prepofterous  policy  of 
the  Company,  in  danger  of  lofing 
the  carry  in  gitrade  of  India,  and  the 
maritime  afcendancy  fhe  has  obtained 
over  other  nations  ;  whereas,  fay 
thofe  advocates,  if  free  fcope  were 
given  to  the  enterprife  of  Britifh 
merchants,  if  they  were  allowed 
to  employ  their  refources  in  the  di- 
red  trade  from  India  to  Britain, 
nearly  the  whole  commerce  of  the 
Eafi  might  centre  in,  or  pafs  through, 
the  Thames ;  and  they  add,  that  it 
was  thefpirit  and  delign  of  the  pro- 
vifions  of  1793  to  produce  thefe 
effecls.  The  privileges  thus  pro- 
pofed,  are  faid  to  be  the  natural 
right  of  Britifh  fubjeds,  and  of  the 
natives  of  our  Indian  pofleflions. 
The  capital  which  may  be  employed 
in  the  export  trade  of  that  country 
is  aiferted  to  be  immenfe,  and  the 
capabilities  of  the  country  for  export¬ 
able  produce  of  many  valuable  forts 
unbounded . 

VI.  Your  committee  having  thus 
exhibited  what  they  conceive  to  be, 
in  fubftance,  the  requifitions  cf  the 
free  merchants,  with  the  arguments 
Urged  in  fupport  of  them,  and  alfo 
the  more  extenfive  fpeculations  with 
which  they  have  been  followed  up 
here,  will  proceed  to  make  their 
obfervations  on  the  whole. 

And  tirft,  with  refped  to  the 
Company’s  fhips. — During  war,  a 
Hate  in  which  we  have  been  ever 
fince  the  ad  of  1793  palfed,  the  re¬ 
gular  courfe  of  commercial  opera¬ 
tions  mull  every  where  be  more  or 


lefs  interrupted,  whild  the  expence 
of  freight  and  demurrage  will  be 
greatly  enhanced  ;  and  the  fafety  of 
the  Company’s  fleets,  as  well  as  the 
military  expeditions  and  political 
objeds  that  occur  in  fuch  a  period, 
doubtlefs  expofe  the  voyages  of 
their  ihips  to  delays,  changes,  and 
uncertainties.  The  commerce  of 
the  Company  has  greatly  buffered 
from  thefe  caufes,  and  individuals 
who  have  embarked  property  in 
their  Ihips,  have  no  doubt  (hared  in 
their  inconveniences  :  but  the  Com¬ 
pany  have  gone  upon  no  deflgn  of 
obftruding  the  fair  operation  of  the 
ad  of  1793,  as  their  proceedings 
will  teftify  ;  nor  could  they  make 
the  greater  objeds  of  their  complex 
fyflem  bend  to  private  intereffs  ; 
yet  in  the  article  of  freight  they 
have  generally  favoured  th«?fe  in- 
terefls,  charging  individuals  con  fi¬ 
de  rably  lefs  than  they  have  them- 
felves  fpecifically  paid  for  the  goods 
of  thofe  individuals  to  the  fhip- 
owners.  And  if  the  merchants  were, 
during  war,  to  lade  on  fhips  entirely 
in  their  own  management,  thofe 
fhips  muft  be  fubjed  to  detentions 
for  convoy  both  out  and  home,  or 
incur  a  proportionably  higher  charge 
for  infurance,  and  greater  hazard  of 
capture,  by  which  the  expeditions 
would  be  fruftrated. 

Neverthelefs,  after  making  thefe 
proper  diflindions,  your  committee 
are  ready  to  allow,  that  much  un¬ 
certainty,  in  the  times  of  arrival 
and  departure  of  fhips,  and  in  refped 
to  procuring  freight  on  them,  with 
long  detention  and  circuitous  routes, 
may  naturally  and  juft-ly  be  a  ground 
of  objedion  with  individuals,  who 
are  required  to  depend  on  them  for 
freight ;  and  that  it  is  fit  all  incon¬ 
veniences  of  this  kind  fhould  be  re¬ 
medied,  though  it  will  not  follow 
that  there  is  no  other  remedy  but 
that  whkh  the  merchants  propofe. 

And 
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And  here  your  committee  feel  them- 
felves  obliged,  in  juftice  to  the  fub- 
jeft  before  them,  to  Hate,  what  they 
find  from  the  proceedings  of  the 
Bengal  government,  that  the  propo¬ 
sal  of  the  merchants  to  employ  their 
own  fhips  in  the  tranfport  of  their 
goods  from  India,  did  not  originate 
merely  from  experience  of  the  in¬ 
conveniences  refultin^  from  their 
being  confined  to  the  Company’s 
fnips,  nor  had  for  its  foie  objed  a 
better  mode  of  conveying  their 
goods  ;  but  proceeded  in  part  from 
a  defire,  which  feems  to  have  been 
cheriflied.as  early  as  the  la  ft  renewal 
of  the  charter,  of  introducing  Indian 
{hips  into  the  navigation  to  Britain, 
with  a  diftind  view  to  the  profit  to 
be  obtained  by  employing  fuch  fhip- 
ing  in  that  new  channel :  for  vari¬ 
ous  applications  appear  on  the  Ben¬ 
gal  records,  from  owners  of  Indian 
ihips  therein  fpecified,  admitting 
that  thofe  {hips  were  built  on  the 
fpeculation  of  their  being  employed 
in  the  trade  to  Europe,  ftating  the 
lofs  to  which  difappointment  would 
expofe  the  owners*  and  requefting 
either  that  the  flips  may  be  taken 
up  by  the  Company,  or  that  indivi¬ 
duals  may  be  allowed  to  freight  goods 
on  them  to  Britain  ;  and  in  other 
places,  the  wifi  of  thofe  exporters 
of  goods,  who  are  alfo  flip-owners, 
to  prefer  their  own  flips,  although 
freight  might  be  had  on  the  Com¬ 
pany’s,  is  acknowledged,  and  ac¬ 
knowledged  to  arife  from  the  profit 
and  advantage  expeded  by  them  as 
owners.  Thus  the  fcheme  of  em¬ 
ploying  private  flips  is  not,  on  the 
part  of  the  merchants,  purely  an 
auxiliary  expedient  for  facilitating 
the  transfer  of  Britilli  property  in 
goods  to  this  country.  The  trans¬ 
fer  of  goods  is,  indeed,  the  objed 
originally  and  principally  infilled 
on  :  it  is  the  ftrongeft  ground  on 
which  the  court  could  be  required 


to  relinquifh  part  of  their  privileges1. 
But  the  merchants  of  London,  who 
have  lately  claimed  a  fiare  in  any 
new  enlargement  that  may  be  con¬ 
ceded  to  individuals,  do  not  even 
place  their  application  on  this 
ground  ;  and  though  the  merchants 
of  India  fo  often  urge  the  policy  of 
bringing  the  produce  of  the  eaft 
into  the  Thames,  this  transfer  is  not 
the  foie  end ,  and  the  employment  of 
Indian  flips  merely  the  means  ;  but 
in  part  the  transfer  is  the  means , 
and  the  (hips  the  end. 

VII.  With  refped  to  the  alleged 
inferiority  of  the  condition  of  Bri- 
tifh  fubjeds  in  our  territories,  com¬ 
pared  with  that  of  foreign  Europeans, 
it  is  an  objection  which  a  brief  ex¬ 
planation  will  anfwer  ;  but  the  im¬ 
plied  principle  on  which  it  reft3 
may  deferve  ferious  attention. 

The  rights  of  feveral  European 
nations  to  commercial  eftablifhments 
in  thofe  countries  of  Hinduftan  now 
fubjed  to  our  government,  exifted 
and  were  enjoyed  long  before  we 
acquired  territorial  power  there, 
and  have  ever  fince  been  exercifed 
by  the  fubjeds  and  the  fags  of  thofe' 
nations,  except  as  the  fate  of  war 
has,  in  particular  inftances,  fuf- 
pended  or  extinguifhed  them.  Our 
acquifition  of  territorial  power, 
though  we  did  not  employ  it  to  di¬ 
vert  foreigners  of  their  privileges, 
brought  them,  however,  gradually 
into  more  dependence  upon  us  for 
the  provifion  of  their  inveftments : 
fo  that  at  length,  finding,  in  Bengal 
particularly,  a  greater  facility  in 
tranfading  their  bufinefs  at  our  fet- 
tlements  than  at  their  own,  fome 
of  them  began  to  bring  their  flips 
di redly  to  our  ports ;  and  as  thus 
their  dependence  on  us  would  be  in- 
creafed,  and  the  duties  on  their 
goods,  with  their  expenditures  whilft 
in  harbour,  centre  with  us,  it  was 
evidently  good  policy  to  encourage 
6  ’  ‘  them 
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them  in  this  practice,  which  there¬ 
fore  received  the  function  of  the 
fupreme  government,  and  of  the 
authorities  at  home.  It  was  about 
that  time  (feme  years  after  the  peace 
of  1782)  that  the  fhips  of  feveral 
Hates  which  had  no  fettlemcnts  in 
India,  as  the  American,  Tujfcan,  and 
Genoefe,  began  to  refort  thither, 
particularly  to  Bengal ;  and  as  they 
might,  if  refufed  entrance  into  our 
ports,  have  proceeded  to  thofe  of 
the  French,  Dutch,  Danes,  or  Por~ 
tugueze,  it  was  but  an  extenflon  of 
the  fame  principle  of  policy,  which 
recommended  our  admitting  the 
flags  of  tliefe  powers,  to  admit  alfo 
flags  of  other  countries  in  amity 
with  us;  and  the  French  and  Dutch 
poiTeflions  on  the  continent  having 
flnee  fallen  into  our  hands,  befldes 
an  increafed  foreign  refort  at  cur 
other  ports,  Calcutta  has  become  the 
feat  of  almoft  the  whole  export 
trade  of  Bengal. 

Thefe  changes,  with  the  greater 
fecurity  derived  from  o'iir  govern- 

"  _  #  0  O 

ment,  have  indeed  increafed  the 
number  of  foreigners  in  the  trade  ; 
for  Angle  fhips,  of  countries  holding 
no  footing  of  their  own  in  India, 
now  viiit  its  fhores,  with  a  confi¬ 
dence  and  fafety  which  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  joint  companies  and  factories 
could  never  give  in  the  time  of  the 
Moguls.  But  Fill  thefe  changes 
are  only  other  forms  of  exe  roiling 
rights  which  exiited  under  the  native 
government ;  and  Britifh  merchants, 
far  from  fuffiering  injury  by  them, 
find  in  the  transfer  of  the  bufmefs 
of  foreigners  to  our  ports,  one  of  the 
eaufes  of  the  elevation  at  which 
they  have  arrived  fince  ouracceflion 
to  territorial  power  :  for  they  are 
the  main  agents  in  the  tranfaction 
of  all  that  buflnefs ;  and  inflead  of 
being  now,  in  any  refpedt,  worfc, 
their  condition  is,  in  every  refped, 
railed  :  they  po fiefs  far  the  greater 
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part  of  the  trade  of  the  Indian  feas» 
they  carry  on  extenflve  manufactures 
in  the  interior  of  our  provinces, 
they  have  in  their  hands  the  trada 
formed  by  the  remittance  of  Britifh 
fortunes  from  India.  Many  who 
were  in  that  country,  under  the  dis¬ 
credit  of  entering  into  it  irregularly, 
and  the  fufpicion  of  forwarding  an 
illicit  traffic,  have  been  relieved  from 
thofe  deprefling  circumftances  ,  by 
receiving  licenfes  of  refidence,  and 
by  the  indulgences  of  the  aft  of 
1793.  That  aft,  befldes  its  other 
benefits,  in  veiled  them  with  a  valu¬ 
able  privilege  in  the  trade  to  Eng¬ 
land,  through  the  Company’s  fhips, 
which  was  a  new  and  very  important 
conceffion.  They  now  deflre  to 
fend  their  own  fhips  and  their  own 
goods  to  England,  without  any 
other  material  limitation,  except 
that  of  palling  them  through  the 
channel  of  the  Company  :  and  this 
is,  in  eifeCt,  to  deflre  the  opening  of 
the  trade  altogether ;  for  it  is  not 
to  be  imagined,  that  if  fuck  a  con- 
ceffioii  were  made  in  favour  of  one 
clafs  of  fubje&s,  the  red  would  not 
claim  it  iikewife.  Nay,  the  advo¬ 
cates  of  the  free  merchants  already 
contend,  that  it  is  the  right,  of  Bri- 
tifh  fubjects  as  Cuch.  The  merchants 
of  London,  in  their  application  to 
participate  in  any  intended  enlarge¬ 
ments,  follow  up  this  argument 
practically  ;  and  the  queflion,  there¬ 
fore,  thus  brought  forward,  is  rot 
merely  whether  the  Company,  in  its 
commercial  capacity,  fhall,  though 
remaining  a  corpoiate  body,  be  di- 
veftedof  its  molt  valuable  exclufive 
privileges,  but  whether  this  country 
fhall  carry  on  its  trade  to  India  on 
the  fame  principle  it  trades  to  its 
American  colonies,  and,  by  multi¬ 
plying  communications  and  inrer- 
courfes,  open  the  way  to  the  gradual 
colonization  of  Europeans  in  its 
Eaftern  poffidflons,  contrary  to  the 
X  ^  policy 
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policy  hitherto  adopted  by  the 
legiflature  ? 

Of  the  wifdom  of  this  policy 
there  vvill  be  occafion  to  fay  fome- 
thing  hereafter  ;  but  it  will  be  pro¬ 
per  to  note  here,  why  the  danger 
apprehended  from,  the  un  reft  rained 
intercourfe  of  our  own  fubjcdls  is 
not  to  be  dreaded,  from  the  permif- 
fion  which  foreigners  have  to  viftt 
the  country.  It  is  becaufe  we  are 
the  governing  Power.  We  have 
already  great  eftablifhments  of  Eu¬ 
ropeans  there,  civil  and  military ; 
our  flourifhing  fettlements  at  trail 
multitudes  not  in  the  fervice ;  the 
connections,  public  and  individual, 
already  fubftfting  between  that 
country  and  this,  fend  continually 
frefh  fupplies  thither ;  the  number 
of  uncovenanted  Britifn  fubjecls  has 
very  considerably  increafed  there 
in  the  laft  twenty  years ;  new  en¬ 
largements  of  the  intercourfe,  it  is 
obvious,  would  exceedingly  aug¬ 
ment  their  number;  the  vaft  capital 
and  fhipping  of  this  country,  with 
the  natural  relations  fubftfting  be¬ 
tween  it  and  India,  all  peculiar  to 
itfelf,  could  at  once  pour  in  tides  of 
men  and  money  there  :  the  fanCtion 
of  any  public  a  els  at  home  would, 
of  courfe,  difpofe  the  governments 
abroad  to  afford  the  commercial  en¬ 
couragements  there,  which  would 
correfpond  with  the  fpirit  of  en¬ 
largement  adopted  here ;  the  public 
opinion  of  a  great  European  fociety, 
formed  in  this  fpirit,  would  have 
an  influence  on  the  fentimeots  of 
thole  governments,  through  the 
medium  of  natives  :  alfo  lands  might 
be  extenftvely  occupied  by  Euro¬ 
peans ;  and  the  genius  of  this  fy li¬ 
tem,  without  any  formed  plan, 
would  gradually  and  irifenfibly  anti- 
quate  the  prefen t  one,  and  become 
impatient  for  all  the  rights  of  B ri- 
tifh  colon ifts ;  to  give  or  to  refufe 
which  would  then  be  a  molt  mo¬ 


mentous  queftion.  With  refpecl  to 
all  thefe  points,  the  circumftances 
of  foreign  Europeans  are  very  dif¬ 
ferent.  In  the  territories  ruled  by 
us  they  have  only  circumfcribed 
factories  :  they  are  not  allowed  to 
fpread  themfelves  in  the  country ; 
they  can  have  none  of  its  honours 
or  internal  advantages  ;  the  num¬ 
bers,  capital,  and  influence  of  our 
own  people,  keep  them  from  much 
fliare  in  the  maritime  trade  of  India; 
their  numbers  and  their  adlions  are 
watched  with  jealoufy  by  our  go¬ 
vernments  ;  their  capitals  are  fmail ; 
they  are  not  one  body  moved  by 
one  mind,  but  detached  and  fludluat- 
ing  parties,  ifluing  from  nations 
diftant  and  difeordant  from  each 
other  ;  they  form  not  themfelves  in¬ 
to  diftindt  focieties,  but  come,  as 
already  obferved,  chiefly  to  our 
ports ;  and  in  a  word,  whilft  com¬ 
mon  care  is  obferved  on  our  part, 
they  can  have  neither  number,  nor 
concert,  nor  means,  nor,  above  all, 
any  growing  principle  of  fireiigthy 
that  can  become  formidable  to  us, 
VIII.  The  trade  of  foreigners 
to  our  Indian  pefteflions  is  a  topic 

naturally  connected  with  that  which 
* 

has  juft  been  difeuffed.  Some  late 
writings,  in  infilling  ftrongly  on  the 
dangerous  growth  and  tendency  of 
that  trade,  (a  point  which  will  be 
examined  hereafter,)  feem  to  imply, 
that  it  fhouldbe  the  policy  of  this 
country,  as  much  as  pofftble,  to 
draw  the  whole  commerce  of  India 
to  its  own  ports.  A  propofltion  of 
this  import,  loofely  taken  up,  may 
lead  to  very  erroneous  conclufions. 
Certainly  we  ought  to  obferve  the 
nature  and  progrefs  of  the  intercourfe 
of  foreigners  with  our  pofleftions 
with  vigilant  attention  ;  but  we 
cannot,  without  feme  adequate  pro¬ 
vocation  on  their  part,  in  juftice, 
feek  to  deprive  them  of  the  rights 
they  have  acquired  to  a  fiiare  in  the 

Indian 
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Indian  trade  1  and  if  we  had  the 
power  of  accompHfhing  fuch  an  ob¬ 
ject,  it  would  not  be  our  true  inte- 
reft  to  ufe  that  power  ;  for,  were  we 
to  exclude  them  from  the  fhores  of 
India,  it  is  obvious  that,  in  return, 
they  would  prohibit  the  entrance  of 
the  productions  of  that  country  into 
their  ports  ;  and  thus  the  trade 
which  we  had  fought  to  engrofs, 
would,  in  fact,  be  loft,  both  to  Bri¬ 
tain,  and  to  the  Britifh  poflfeffions. 
The  true  and  fair  line  of  policy, 
with  refpeCt  to  foreigners,  feems  to 
be,  to  allow  them  to  fupply  their 
own  wants  of  Indian  commodities, 
purchafing  them  with  their  own 
funds ;  but  to  prevent  them,  as  much 
as  poftible,  from  trading  upon  Bri¬ 
tifh  capital  ;  and  always  to  exaCt 
from  them  due  order  and  fubmiflion, 
in  the  countries  belonging  to  us, 
where  they  come  to  traffic. 

With  refpeCt  to  an  idea  lately 
advanced,  that  the  Company  might 
and  ought  to  have  attracted  the  pro¬ 
ductions  of  the  Indian  poffeffions, 
Hill  in  the  hands  of  our  enemies, 
into  the  channel  of  our  own  trade 
to  this  country  ;  it  is  lo  unfupported 
by  faCt,  probability,  or  policy,  that 
your  committee  deem  it  unneceffary 
to  go  into  any  ferious  difcuffion  of 
it.  There  appears  no  reafon  for 
believing  the  aftertion  on  which  this 
idea  proceeds,  that  the  trade  carried 
on  with  Europe,  from  the  Indian  fet- 
tlements  in  the  hands  of  the  French, 
Dutch,  and  Spaniards,  has  increafed 
during  the  war,  and  has  been  nou- 
rifhed  by  the  impolicy  of  the  Com¬ 
pany.  That  trade,  as  every  one 
knows,  flour iflied  long  before  the 
prefent  times :  it  ftourifhed  in  a 
greater  degree  than  it  does  now,  as 
it  naturally  would,  when  the  mother 
countries  were  far  more  commercial 
than  they  are  at  prefent,  and  when 
our  fleets  did  not  render  the  navica- 

•  »  j 

tion  of  the  world  nearly  impractica¬ 


ble  to  our  enemies.  No  conceiv¬ 
able  meafures  of  commercial  policy 
within  the  power  of  the  Company 
could  have  farther  deprefled  that 
trade  ;  and  to  bring  that  trade  to 
our  ports,  had  the  thing  been  prac¬ 
ticable,  would  indeed  have  been  to 
nourifn  it  moft  un wifely. 

Your  committee  will  next  proceed 
toftate  what  they  find  refpecting  the 
nature  and  amount  of  the  trade  of 
foreigners  with  Britifh  India,  con¬ 
cerning  which  fuch  alarming  repre- 
fentations  have  been  made.  And 
as,  in  order  to  judge  more  intelli¬ 
gently  of  this  article,  the  extent  of 
the  nrivate  trade  carried  on  direCtly 

i 

between  our  own  country  and  our 
Indian  pofleffions  fhould  alio  be 
known,  this,  which  is  feparately  a 
neceflfary  head  of  inquiry,  will  be 
introduced  at  the  fame  time.  Thefe 
together  will  furnifh,  as  far  as  in¬ 
formations  go,  a  view  of  the  whole 
trade  carried  on,  both  by  foreigners 
and  Britifh  individuals,  (that  is,  ex¬ 
cluding  the  Company’s  commerce,) 
between  Britifh  India  on  one  fide, 
and  Europe  and  America  on  the 
other  ;  and  the  view  to  be  thus 
given  will,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
committee,  form  a  very  material 
part  of  this  report. 

The  view  will  not,  indeed,  be 
complete,  becaufe  no  authenticated 
accounts  are  obtainable  of  the  pri¬ 
vate  and  foreign  trade  which  has 
been  carried  on  from  the  prefldencies 
of  Madras  and  Bombay  ;  but  in  Ben¬ 
gal,  on  the  contrary,  a  luminous  and 
correct  regifter  has  of  late  years  been 
kept,  by  order  of  government,  of  all 
the  exports  and  imports  of  Calcutta, 
the  great  emporium  of  that  country, 
and  indeed  (excepting  the  Danifti 
fottlement  of  Serampote,  where  fome 
bufinefs  is  ft  ill  done,  of  which  there 
are  alio  particulars  from  equal  autho¬ 
rity,)  the- foie  port:  and  as  Bengal, 
with  the  adjacent  allied  provinces, 
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far  tranfcend's  the  other  prefidencies 
in  population  and  wealth,  in  rich 
productions  for  commerce,  and  is 
the  attractive  centre  of. our  power  in 
the  Eaft,  it  may  be  concluded,  that 
an  accurate  account  of  its  foreign 
trade  will  go  far  to  furnifh  us  with 
all  the  grounds  of  reafoning  necef- 


fary  for  political  purpofes  in  the 
prefent  cafe.  In  this  opinion,  your 
committee,  without  reforting  to  any 
informations  of  inferior  authority, 
fubrnit  to  the  court  the  following 
collective  views,  formed  from  the 
public  reghder  above-mentioned. 
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Thefe  accounts  will  be  found,  on 
attentive  infpedlion.  to  afford  de- 
tailed  information  of  the  private 
and  foreign  exports  and  imports  in 
the  whole  and  in  refpeft  to  each  of 
the  heads,  namely,  the  ports  of  Lon¬ 
don,  Foreign  Europe,  and  America, 
diftinguifhing  their  feveral  propor¬ 
tions  ;  alfo  ihewing'  the  proportion 
of  imports  brought  in  bullion  by 
each,  the  excefs  of  the  exports  to 
each  place  above  its  imports,  and 
the  total  excefs  of  the  exports  above 
the  imports  ;  like  wife  the  variations 
in  exports  and  imports  in  each  cf  the 
four  years,  which  drew  their  annual 
mcreafe  or  d'ecreafe. 

From  all  thefe  particulars  the  fol¬ 
lowing  fads  are  derived  : 

The  total  medium  of  foreign  and  private 
exports  of  Bengal,  per  annum ,  to  Lon¬ 
don  direct,  is  -  -  -  -  6,100,000 

To  Foreign  Emope  and  Ame¬ 
rica,  whether  on  neutral  or 
clandd'une  account,  -  -  5,600,000 

11,700,000 

If  to  this  fum  of  private  and 
foreign  exports  be  added 
the  EnglHh  Eaft-  India 
Company’s,  which  is  about, 
per  annum,  -  -  -  10,000,000 

The  total  exports  of  Bengal, 
public  and  private,  will 
be  -  -  -  Rupees  21,700,000 

And  it  will  hence  refult, 

I.  That  the  Company’s  export 
trade  to  Europe  is  nearly  one-half 
of  all  the  foreign  exports  of  Bengal 
to  Britain,  Foreign  Europe,  and 
America. 

II.  That  the  direff  legal  trade 
of  individuals,  to  London  exceeds 
all  the  neutral  and  clandefine  trade 
taken  together. 

III.  That  Foreign  Europeans 
and  Americans,  whether  trading  on 
their  own  account,  or  covering  the 
clandeftine  tv  do  of  Britifh  fubjefts 
to  their  ports,  have  very  little  more 
than  one-fourth  of  the  foreign  export 
trade  of  Bengal,  the  other  three - 


fourths  centering,  as  juft  ftated, 
on  public  or  private  account  in 
London. 

IV.  The  exports  from  Bengal, 
on  private  and  foreign  account,  to 
Europe  and  America,  exceed  the 
imports  on  the  fame  accounts,  from 
thofe  places,  in  the  fum  of  6, 8 1  7, 5 1 9 
rupees. 

Of  this  excefs,  London  re¬ 
ceives,  on  private  account,  -  4,308,444 
Foreign  Europe  and  Ame- 
nca>  -------  2,509,075 

Rupees  6,817,519 

■  Thefe  fums,  which  Bengal  pays  on 
the  balance  to  individuals  and  fo¬ 
reigners,  muft  be  prefumed  to  be 
the  acquifitions  of  Britifh  refidents; 
becaufe  the  natives  neither  adven¬ 
ture  themfeives  in  foreign  trade, 
nor  lend  to  others  for  this  purpofe 
to  any  extent,  and  reftdent  fo¬ 
reigners  have  little  property  to  re¬ 
mit.  According  to  this  fair  con- 
clufion,  therefore,  the  fortunes  re¬ 
mitted  by  Britifh  refidents,  in 
goods,  diteftjy  ro  London,  on  an 
average  of  thefe  four  years,  amount 
in  round  numbers  to  4,300,000 
rupees ;  and  the  fortunes  they  have 
either  remitted  through  foreigners, 
or  lent  to  them,  appear  to  be,  per 
annum ,  2,5 00,000  rupees. 

V.  London  does  not  pay  a  third 
of  the  amount  it  receives  from 
Bengal  on  private  account,  by  the 
amount  it  carries  thither,  the  bullion 
included  in  which  does  not  exceed  a 
tenth  of  what  it  receives.  Fo¬ 
reigners  pay  to  Bengal  above  half 
oi  the  amount  they  carry  away, 
and  of  this  half  the  greater  part  is 
bullion  ;  that  is,  more  than  a  fourth 
of  their  exports  is  paid  in  bullion. 
London,  however,  carries  more 
goods  to  Bengal  than  all  Foreign 
Europe  and  America  ;  and  if  carries 
more  goods  than  fpecie:  Foreigners 
carry  more  fpecie  than  goods. 
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VI.  The  ancient  practice  of 
exporting  filver  from  the  Weft  to 
India,  appears  of  late  years  to  have 
confiderably  revived.  The  imports 
into  Bengal  in  the  laft  four  years, 
appear  to  have  been  about  eighty- 
nine  lacks  of  rupees,  ol  which  fe- 
venty-one  lacks  were  from  Foreign 
Europe  and  America. 

VII.  That  in  the  courfe  of  the 
four  years  of  which  the  accounts 
are  here  exhibited,  there  has  been 
a  progrcffive  decreafe  in  the  exports 
from  Bengal  to  Foreign  Europe  and 
America.  This  may  be  more  con- 
cifely  reprefented  in  the  following 
view  : 


Imports. 


Exports. 


London. 

•U 

H 

< 

& 

C 

3 

W 

Total. 

O 

"O 

c 

0 

u 

V 

s 

< 

& 

u 

a 

w 

n 

O 

£ 

V  95-6 

22 

3? 

55 

84 

66 

15°)  ,• 

i796-7 

18 

26 

44 

5° 

**r 

D  / 

108C  -5 

1797-8 

1 5 

20 

35 

6  9 

3^ 

1798-9 

»7 

24 

41 

41 

2  3 

64) 

VIII.  It  will  aifo  be  feen, 
from  the  larger  accounts  above 
abftraCted,  that  America,  and  the 
foreign  ports  of  Europe,  have  not 
maintained  the  fame  relative  pro¬ 
portion  of  this  trade  in  each  year  ; 
but  that  the  proportions  of  their 
exports  have  varied  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  manner : 


1795-6 

1796-7 

1797-s 

1 798-9 

The  American  ex¬ 
ports  were  -  Lacks 

19 

25 

20 

11 

Which  leaves  for 
Foreign  Europe  - 

47  ' 

32 

18 

12 

66 

57 

38 

23 
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— 

— 

Thefe  well  authenticated  fadfts 
difprove  and  diferedit  ali  the  aifer- 
tions  which  have  been  fo  long  and 
confidently  advanced,  of  the  great 
extent  of  the  foreign  and  clandefhnc 
trade  of  India >  and  of  the  progref - 


five  increafe  of  that  trade.  Both 
pofttions  appear  to  be  alike  ground- 
lefs,  fince  of  the  total  exports  of 
Bengal  to  Europe  and  America, 
amounting  to  Rs.  2  1,700, 000,  only 
5,600,000  go  to  foreign  parts. 
Of  that  fum,  the  realiv  neutral 
trade  appears  to  be  0,100,000,  and 
the  ciandeftine  trade  carried  on  un¬ 
der  foreign  colours,  2,500,000. 
This  is  upon  an  average  of  four  years, 
of  which  the  latter  years  are  in 
amount  of  exports  the  leaft. 

That  the  exports  of  Bengal  to 
foreign  Europe  and  America,  taken 
together,  have  nor,  on  the  whole, 
increafed  in  the  laft  thirty  years, 
there  is  alfo  reafon  to  believe,  from 
a  comparifon  of  its  former  trade  at 
the  prefent  and  at  former  periods : 
and  that  the  ciandeftine  trade  has 
greatly  decreafed,  there  is  pontive 
evidence,  both  from  the  vaft  in¬ 
creafe  of  remittances  in  bills  and 
goods  direcYly  to  this  country, 
whilft  the  ftandard  of  Britiih  acqui- 
fttions  in  India  has  had  no  increafe, 
but  rather  the  contrary  ;  and  from 
the  prefent  little  amount  of  that 
trade. 

Thus  the  main  argument,  on  which 
extenftve  enlargements  of  the  pri¬ 
vileges  of  Britifh  individuals  have 
been  preffed,  namely,  the  alarming 
increafe  of  foreign  and  ciandeftine 
trade,  completely  fails. 

IX.  Another  argument  urged  to 
the  fame  end  remains  now  to  be 
conftdered ;  the  improvement  of 
the  productive  powers,  and  the  ex¬ 
port  commerce  of  our  Indian  pof- 
feffions.  Thefe  objects,  the  free 
merchants  believe,  will  be  promot¬ 
ed  by  the  meafures  they  propofe. 
More  than  one  opinion  which  has 
come  before  your  committee,  repre¬ 
fen  ts  the  capabilities  of  thofe  terri¬ 
tories  as  prodigioufty  great,  and 
nothing  to  be  wanting  for  turning 
them  to  the  happieft  purpofes,  but 
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the  removal  of  reftraints.  This  is 
a  fubjeft  that  particularly  merits 
attention  ;  for  to  the  intereftsof  our 
Indian  dominions,  with  which  the 
interefts  of  the  fovereign  ftate  are 
now  fo  much  united,  hardly  any 
thing  can  be  more  important  than 
2  proper  fyftern  of  political  econo¬ 
my#  It  may,  however,  be  ohferv- 
ed,  in  proceeding  to  this  head,  that 
the  merchants,  in  referring  to  if, 
led  light  of  the  ground  upon  which 
the  privilege  of  fending  goods  to 
this  country  was  conceded  to  them  by 
the  aft  of  1703,  namely,  the  remit¬ 
tance  of  Britife  fortunes,  and  there¬ 
by  the  annihilation  of  the  clandef- 
tine  trade.  They  prepofe,  now,  ob- 
jefts  of  much  greater  magnitude® 
In  the  reafonings  ufed  by  feme  of 
the  free  merchants,  it  has  been  fa  id, 
that  the furplus  produce  of  Britijh 
India ,  which  the  Company’ s  com¬ 
merce  cannot  take  ojjr}  fhould  be  left 
to  the  mdiiftry  of  other  traders . 
Such  a  polition  may  be  underftood 
to  imply,  that  the  Company  wife  to 
prevent  the  exportation  of  what 
they  do  not  themfelves  require,  or 
that  the  produce  of  that  country  re¬ 
mains  on  hand  for  want  of  fale ; 
and  when  applied  more  particularly 
to  infer  that  the  furplus  produce 
fnould  be  brought  immediately  to 
Britain,  it  does  not  diferiminate  the 
bona  fide  foreign  trade  with  India, 
which  ought  to  be  permitted.  But 
as  the  produce  of  every  country 
riiuft,  in  the  courfe  of  things,  bear 
a  certain  proportion  or  relation  to 
the  demand  made  for  if,  fo  there 
appears  no  reafon  to  doubt,  that  the 
produftions  of  Britife  India,  fit  for 
the  European  market,  whether  raifed 
by  its  own  native  flock  of  capital, 
or  occasional)  Acker  rd  by  impor¬ 
tations  of  nuilion  fro;  1  Foreign 
Europe-  and  America,  (which  is  a 
precarious  thing,  and  quite  diftinft, 
ip  its  nature  and  confequcnccs,  front 


the  transfer  of  private  Capitals  from 
the  fovereign  Britife  ftate  to  the 
dependent  Aliatic  fate,)  haveufual- 
ly  had  a  current  vent  into  one  or 
other  of  the  channels  of  trade  now 
open  with  that  country ;  that  hence 
the  alleged  difficulties  of  conveying 
goods  by  the  Company’s  fbips,  have 
not  prevented  the  difpofa!  of  all  the 
produce  which  the  capital  of  the 
country  raifed. 

But  if  this  pof  tion  were  to  con¬ 
vey  any  fuch  idea  as  that  the  Com¬ 
pany  delired  to  limit  the  produc¬ 
tions  and  exports  of  their  poffeffions 
to  what  they  themfelves  can  inveff , 
it  would  be  molt  unjuft.  The  ad- 
miffion  of  feips  of  all  friendly  na¬ 
tions  to  their  ports,  the  indulgences 
given  to  Britife  fubjefts  before  the 
aft  of  1 79$,  the  privileges  of  that 
aft,  and  the  large  importations 
thefe  fob j  efts  have  made  here  ftnee^ 
all  ferve  to  confute  fuch  a  notion* 
It  is  the  principle  of  the  Company 
to  give  free  fcope  to  the  internal 
powers  of  their  territories,  in  agri¬ 
culture  and  manufaftures,  and  a  free 
vent,  by  exportation,  to  the  commo¬ 
dities  thus  raifed.  They,  therefore, 
long  before  the  aft  of  1798,  encou¬ 
raged  the  culture  of  indigo,  which, 
from  being  no  article  of  export,  is 
now  produced  in  fuch  quantity,  and 
of  fuch  excellence,  as  to  fupply  near¬ 
ly  the  demands  of  all  Europe.  They 
slfe  gave  various  encouragements  to 
the  culture  of  fugar,  and  other  ar¬ 
ticles,  new  as  imports  from  India 
into  this  country.  Indigo  is  become 
one  of  the  grand  ftaples  of  the  Indian 
trade,  and,  with  fugar,  has  been 
the  chief  caufe  of  the  increafe  in  the 
fale  amount  of  privileged  goods  for 
feme  late  years.  But  the  indefinite 

j 

terms  in  which  the  improvement  of 
Britife  India  is  now  urged  in  feme 
writings,  will  comprehend  princi¬ 
ples  of  a  very  different  kind  from 
that  which  has  juft  been  ftated  :: 
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and  a  clear  undemanding  on  this 
head,  as  well  as  refpecting  the 
means  which  Britifh  India  poflfefles 
for  foreign  commerce,  is  become 
neceflfary  :  for  the  whole  of  the  fyf- 
tem  by  which  the  commerce  and  the 
government  of  India  Ihould  be  re¬ 
gulated,  is  involved  in  this  inquiry* 
It  is  fufiiciently  known,  that 
India,  under  Alia  tic  fovereigns, 
never  had  any  capital  of  its  own 
applied  to  the  European  commerce. 
The  great  body  of  the  people  of 
that  country  have  always  been, 
and  Hill  continue,  averfe  to  diflant 
and  hazardous  enterprifes,  efpecially 
by  fea.  Their  genius  and  their 
means  have  ever  mainly  turned  into 
the  channels  of  domeftic  induftry, 
little  adventuring  even  upon  coaft- 
ing  voyages.  From  the  remote!! 
times  of  which  we  have  account, 
down  to  our  own  days,  the  manu¬ 
factures  of  India,  fit  for  the  Euro¬ 
pean  market,  were  fet  on  foot  by 
money  imported  into  that  country. 
Since  the  period  of  Britifh  acqui- 
iitions  there,  this  order  has  been 
reverfed.  The  tribute  of  India,  and 
the  gains  of  Britifh  individuals, 
have  fitrnifhed  the  capital  of  the 
exports  to  Europe,  from  at  leaf! 
all  the  territories  pofleffed  by  this 
country.;  but  befi'des  that  tribute  and 
thofe  gains,  there  is,  at  this  day, 
no  capital  in  thofe  territories  ap¬ 
plicable  to  an  extension  of  their  ex¬ 
ports  to  Europe  :  and  the  vent  of 
European  manufactures  there,  is 
limited  by  physical  and  moral 
caufes.  If  it  were  practicable  for 
us  to  take  off,  and  India  to  fupply, 
ten  times  the  quantity  of  produce  we 
now  receive  from  it,  that  country 
would  not  increale  its  confumption 
pt  our  manufactures  in  any  propor¬ 
tion.  After,  then,  India  has  paid 
by  her  commodities  for  her  limited 
purchafes  of  European  manufactures, 
there  remains  with  her  no  other 


means  of  an  export  trade  to  Europe, 
but  the  public  and  private  Britifn 
funds  above-mentioned ;  for  thofe 
which  refident  foreigners  may  ac¬ 
quire  by  trade  hardly  merit  any 
attention.  The  public  funds,  or 
the  tribute  by  which  chiefly  the 
Company’s  commerce  is  carried  on, 
need  not  be  further  noticed,  fince 
the  inquiry  is  about  enlarging  the 
trading  privileges  of  private  mer¬ 
chants.  It  is  evident,  that  there 
are  no  means  of  doing  this  upon 
any  great  fcale,  conibnant  to  the 
ideas  held  out  of  improving  our 
poflbffions,  but  by  capital  trans¬ 
ferred  thither  in  bullion  from  this 
country.  The  firit  queltion,  then, 
to  be  determined,  is,  whether  it 
would  be  good  policy  thus  to  em¬ 
ploy  any  large  portion  of  the  com¬ 
mercial  capital  of  Great  Britain, 
Cither  in  addition  to  all  that  it  has 
already  laid  out  in  its  plantations 
and  colonies  in  the  American  itates 
and  in  Europe,  or  by  withdrawing 
fuch  portion  from  fame  other  branch 
of  trade  nearer  home,  in  which  it 
mult  be  now  engaged  ?  for  it  can¬ 
not  be  fuppofed  that  any  confider- 
able  part  of  the  national  flock  lies 
dormant  and  ufelefs. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  with 
regard  to  old  flaple  articles  of  im¬ 
port  from  India,  fuch  as  piece  goods 
and  raw-fiik,  which  are  of  great 
value  in  proportion  to  their  bulk, 
the  prefen t  fcale  of  importation  into 
Europe  ieems  nearly  equal  to  the 
vent  for  them  ;  and  as,  from  the 
largenefs  of  that  importation,  and 
other  caufes,  the  profit  on  thefe  ar¬ 
ticles  is  very  moderate,  there  could 
be  no  encouragement,  on  that  fcore, 
to  increafe  the  importation  ;  nor,  as 
the  law  has  left  it  optional  with  the 
Company  to  permit  individuals  to 
trade  in  piece  goods  to  this  country, 
could  the  court  be  expected  to  ex¬ 
tend  the  participation  they  now 
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give  to  private  merchants  in  that 
article,  became  a  great  in'creafe  in 
the  importation  would  only  make 
it  a  lofing  one  to  both  parties. 
And  indeed  the  merchants  them- 
felves,  in  their  plans  of  enlarge¬ 
ment,  profefs  to  look  chiefly  to 
articles  new  or  lately  introduced 
in  the  imports  from  India,  moll  of 
which  are  generally  bulky  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  their  value.'  Thefe  ar¬ 
ticles  are  Indigo ,  Cotton ,  Sugar , 
and  Coffee. 

Upon  the  probability  of  advan¬ 
tage  from  largely  fpeculating  in 
any  of  thofe  articles,  your  commit¬ 
tee  will  beg  leave  to  make  feme 
remarks. 

Indigo ,  as  has  been  obferved  above, 
is  already  carried  to  an  extent,  that 
nearly  fuffices  for  the  confumption 
of  all  Europe.  The  Company,  after 
advancing  the  funds  to  give  a  folid 
eftabliftiment  to  this  manufacture, 
left  the  whole  trade  in  it  to  indivi¬ 
duals,  for  whom  it  is  brought 
home  in  the  Company’s  (hips,  ufual- 
ly  at  a  war  freight  of  only  22\.  1  Os. 
per  ton,  which  is  lefs  than  they  pay 
the  fhtp  owners ;  and  being  com¬ 
paratively  of  {mail  bulk  for  its  va¬ 
lue,  cm  no  great  way  enhance  the 
occafion  for  private  tonnage.  The 
undertakers  in  it  have  actually  fuf- 
fered  feverely  from  too  rapid  an 
increafe  in  the  manufacture,  and  too 
eager  a  competition  :  to  pufh  this 
article,  therefore,  further  at  prefent, 
by  encouraging  new  adventurers  in 
it,  would  be  unjuft  to  thofe  who  are 
yet  hardly  emerging  from  their 
difficulties  ;  and  on  the  general  prin¬ 
ciples  of  trade,  it  would  be  evi¬ 
dently  impolitic :  but  if,  on  fair 
inveftigation,  any  further  reafonable 
en  ouragement  (hall  be  found  ne- 
ceftary  for  the  culture  of  this  ar¬ 
ticle,  or  for  bringing  it  to  Europe, 
there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  accord¬ 
ing  to  it. 


The  article  of  Cotton  is  liable  to 
fuch  fudden  and  great  variations  in 
the  price,  that  it  is'  natural  the 
home  manufacturers  fhouid  turn 
their  thoughts  occaftonaiiy  towards 
India  for  a  fupply.  At  one  time, 
thefe  manufacturers  were  clamo¬ 
rous  with  the  Company  to  import 
the  raw  material  for  their  me  :  but 
the  court  of  directors  very  wifely 
declined  their  requeft  ;  at  the  fame 
time  they  manifefted  the  delire, 
which  has  always  diftinguifhed  the 
liberal  principles  of  the  Company, 
to  contribute  towards  the  profperity 
of  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  by 
offering  thofe  manufacturers  free 
permiffion  to  fend  Blips  to  India,  to 
import  cotton  from  thence  for  their 
account ;  but  this  they  declined. 
The  truth  is,  that,  In  eonfequer.ee  of 
the  aftonifhingly  rapid  increafe  of 
the  demand  for  cotton  goods,  there 
muft,  at  intervals,  be  a  want  of  the 
raw  material,  ariftng  from  particu¬ 
lar  circumftances  chiefly  occafioned 
by  the  war ;  but  as  the  produce  of 
the  raw  material  has  increafed,  and 
is  ftill  increafing,  in  the  foui  hern 
parts  of  the,  American  States,  in  the 
Weft- Indies,  in  Brafil,  and,  above 
all,  in  Dutch  Guyana,  now  fettled 
by  Britifli  planters,  the  cotton  of 
India  cannot  fucceed,  the  rate  of 
freight  being  always  too  high,  ex¬ 
cept  on  fome  very  extraordinary  oc- 
cafions.  Further,  the  cotton  which 
has  been  imported  here  from  the 
Eaft  is  not  the  produce  of  Bntiflr 
India.  A  conftderable  quantity  of 
that  cotton  is  required  to  give  em¬ 
ployment  to  the  manufacturers  in 
the  Company’s  provinces,  where 
enough  is  not  raifed  for  the  demand ; 
and  a  large  quantity  of  it,  alfo, 
is  every  year  fent  to  China,  as  a 
means  of  providing  the  Company’s 
inveftment  of  teas.  In  former  times 
the  cotton  was  imported  from  Bom¬ 
bay,  where  it  was  collected  from 
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the  various  diftritts  in  that  quarter, 
to  Bengal,  to  the  coaft  of  Coroman¬ 
del,  and  fome  part  to  China.’  At 
prefent,  and  for  fome  years,  none 
has  been  imported  into  Bengal  from 
the  Bombay  fide  of  India  by  fea  ; 
but  on  a  reference  to  the  Bengal 
regifter  of  exports,  before  quoted, 
your  committee  find  very  large  im¬ 
ports  into  the  Company’s  poffeffions 
in  Bengal  from  the  upper  provinces ; 
which  imports,  they  have  reafon 
to  believe,  may  have  been  produced 
in  thofe  diftrifts  that  furnifh  part 
of  the  large  export  of  cotton  from 
Bombay  :  and  your  committee  are 
more  confirmed'  in  this  opinion, 
from  the  very  advanced  price  to 
which  they  find  this  article  has  rifen 
in  Bengal.  On  the  other  hand,  if, 
from  the  vaft  importation  of  cotton 
from  fo  many  quarters,  part  of  it  is 
again  exported,  it  may  deferve  con- 
fideratlon,  whether  we  ought  thus 
to  minifter  to  the  fupport  of  foreign 
manufactures  which  affeft  our  own. 
On  the  whole,  therefore,  your 
committee  muft  fubmit,  whether  it 
would  be  proper,  on  the  part  of 
the  Company,  efpecially  with  the 
chance  of  aiding  a  foreign  rivalfhip, 
to  encourage  the  importation  here, 
of  an  article  not  the  produce  of 
Britifh  India,  efpecially  when  at¬ 
tended  with  injury  to  the  fubjefts 
of  the  Company,  depending  upon 
them  for  fupport  ;  and  materially 
interfering  with  their  China  trade, 
which,  whether  confidered  as  pro¬ 
fitable  to  the  Company,  or  yielding 
a  large  revenue  to  the  State,  muft 
be  regarded  as  of  the  firft  confe- 
quence. 

Sugar  is  an  article  which  the 
Company  have  been  at  pains  to 
encourage  ;  but  the  prices  here  are 
known  to  have  been  variable  and 
recarious ;  and  from  the  experience 
.itherto  acquired,  in  a  time  of  war, 
indeed,  when  high  freights  have 


prevailed,  it  does  not  appear  to 
be  a  commodity  which,  unlefs 
changes  are  fuppofed  in  other  parts 
of  the  world,  and  in  the  duties  on 
home  confumption  here,  promifes 
to  produce,  on  any  large  fcale  of 
importation,  a  fure  or  adequate  pro¬ 
fit.  On  the  finer  forts  which  the 
Company  have  imported  they  have 
gained  a  little,  on  the  coarfer  there 
has  been  a  lofs  ;  and  from  the  pre¬ 
fent  ftate  of  the  trade  in  this  arti¬ 
cle,  in  the  great  European  market 
and  in  India,  your  committee  do 
not  fee  the  inducements  which  the 
Indian  merchants  can  have  to  em¬ 
bark  largely  in  it,  unlefs  the  pro¬ 
curing  of  freight  for  their  fhips  be 
a  leading  confideration,  which  is  a 
very  diftinft  object,  that  has  yet 
no  title  to  the  attention  of  the 
court,  as  will  be  fhewn  here¬ 
after. 

Coffee .  The  trade  in  this  com¬ 
modity  has  been  very  great,  and 
not  much  underftood.  The  coffee 
imported  here  from  the  Eaft  is  al- 
moft  wholly  the  produce  of  Java  ; 
little,  if  any,  from  the  Britifh  do¬ 
minions.  In  confeauence  of  the 
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war,  the  produce  of  feveral  years 
had  accumulated.  The  Dutch  In¬ 
dia  Company,  therefore,  fenr  (hips 
under  the  Danifh  flag  for  a  confi- 
dcrable  part ;  but  the  larger  pro¬ 
portion  was  brought  to  Europe, 
circuitoufly,  by  Americans,  and  of 
courfe  fold  at  the  Company’s  fale. 
In  the  appendix  will  be  found  a  lift 
of  the  fhips,  with  their  cargoes, 
which  were  fold  by  the  Company 
in  the  preceding  feafon,  whereby  it 
will  appear,  that  a  very  (mall  part, 
if  any,  is  the  produce  of  Britifh 
India. 

Your  committee  have  obferved, 
among  the  articles  imported  by  in¬ 
dividuals,  that  of  falr-petre,  as 
forming  one  of  the  commodities, 
without  which  there  cannot  well 
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be  an  afforted  cargo.  This  being 
both  of  high  political  importance, 
and  efientially  neceffary  in  various 
manufactures  in  this  country,  the 
fupply  fhould,  in  no  degree,  be 
permitted  to  individuals.  The 
Company  have  always  taken  care 
to  provide  for  every  demand  ;  but 
if  the  private  traders  are  allowed 
to  deal  in  it,  as  an  article  which  is 
bulky,  and  of  little  value  ;  and 
they,  from  the  fall  of  price  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  or  other  caufes,  fhould  ceafe 
to  provide  the  requiiite  quantity 
for  properly  loading  their  fhips, 
the  Company  might  not  only  buf¬ 
fer  lofs  in  the  iirft  inftance,  but 
the  public  be  materially  disap¬ 
pointed. 

X.  Your  committee  having  made 
thefe  fpecihc  remarks  on  the  prin¬ 
cipal  articles,  which,  it  is  under¬ 
flood,  would  fupply  the  new  en¬ 
largements  propofed  in  the  Indian 
trade,  will  beg  leave  to  proceed  to 
fome  further  obfervations,  which 
have  relation  to  the  influence  thole 
enlargements,  though  they  fhould 
be  far  fhort  of  what  fanguine  fpe- 
: culation  has  conceived,  may  have 
on  the  inveftment  of  the  Company. 
And  ftrft,  with  refpeCl  to  the  fupply 
of  funds.  From  the  heavy  expences 
Incurred  by  the  Company  in  the 
courfe  of  the  prefent  war,  there 
remains,  in  effeT,  at  prefent,  little 
or  no  furplus  revenue  to  aid  the 
provision  of  inveftment ;  therefore 
the  requiiite  funds  muft  be  fur- 
nifhed  by  the  proceeds  of  the  ex¬ 
ports  from  this  country,  and  by 
money  received  for  bills  on  the 
court  of  directors.  Thofe  ex¬ 
ports,  it  is  fufticiently  known,  fup¬ 
ply  but  a  fmall  proportion  of  the 
advance  which  the  inveftment  de¬ 
mands  ;  efpecially  at  the  prefent 
juncture,  when  bullion  is  not  pro¬ 
curable  at  any  price,  and  a  bar  is 
put  to  tlye  exportation  of  copper 


beyond  a  fmall  limited  quantify. 
On  the  money,  therefore,  of  indivi¬ 
duals  abroad,  in  exchange  for  bills 
on  the  court,  the  Company  muft 
depend  for  the  provifion  of  the 
greateft  part  of  the  inveftment ;  and 
when  it  is  confidered,  that  the  for¬ 
tunes  of  moft  of  thofe  individuals 
have  been  accumulated  from  the 
very  ample  allowances  granted  by 
the  Company,  and  that  every  for¬ 
tune  has  been  acquired  under  their 
protection,  it  cannot  be  deemed  an 
unreafonable  hope,  that  they  fhould 
have  a  preference  over  other  perfons, 
who  now  come  forward  as  rivals  to 
that  very  body,  whofe  protection  and 
foftering  care  has  enabled  them  to 
become  what  they  are.  It  is  from 
their  competition  for  money  that 
the  Company’s  difficulties  to  bor¬ 
row  in  the  time  of  war,  and  the 
rate  of  intereft  on  their  loans,  have 
been  aggravated.  The  higher  terms, 
on  the  other  hand,  which  the  Com¬ 
pany  have  thus  been  obliged  to  give, 
have  raffed  the  price  of  money  to 
individuals,  v/ho  complain  hereof 
in  their  turn  ;  but  furely,  if  the 
preference  commercially  due  to  the 
Company  were  out  of  queftion,  the 
fafety  of  the  whole,  which  is  in¬ 
timately  connected  with  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  ability  to  raife  fupplies  for 
the  exigencies  of  neceffary  war,  has 
a  better  right  to  be  confidered  than 
the  conveniency  of  a  part. 

Secondly,  with  refpe£l  to  the 
freedom  and  extent  of  the  Compa¬ 
ny’s  purchafes.  It  feems  to  be  an 
idea  entertained  by  fome,  that  the 
exceflivc  freight  and  charges  of  the 
Company’s  commerce,  incapacitate 
them  from  attempting  any  prof  table 
fpeculations  on  mercantile  principles, 
efpecially  where  competition  is  to 
be  encountered  ;  that  they  lofe  on 
various  articles  of  the  Indian  trade, 
and  that  their  main  ufe,  in  a  com¬ 
mercial  view,  is  to  ferve  as  the 
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channel  of  the  Eaflern  tribute  ;  and 
therefore,  that  all  new  attempts 
will  be  bell;  conducted  by  the  enter- 
prife  and  economy  of  individuals. 
Thefe  ideas  go  to  deprive  the  Com¬ 
pany  of  all  commercial  freedom, 
and  may  even  be  extended  to  a 
formal  partition  of  the  Indian  trade ; 
the  old  flaples  to  be  left  to  the 
Company,  and  the  new  articles  to 
private  merchants :  but  your  com¬ 
mittee  feel  themfelves  warranted  to 
maintain,  that  the  Company  fhip 
thsir  goods  in  India  at  a  lefs  aggre¬ 
gate  of  coil  and  charges  than  indi¬ 
viduals  do,  and  realize  the-  proceeds 
here  at  a  lefs  expence,  faving  only 
in  the  article  of  freight  on  the  re¬ 
gular  fhips,  which  may  be  reduced, 
ttith  refpecl  to  coarfe  articles,  by 
hiring  fhips  of  inferior  equipment ; 
and  though,  amidft  the  fludiuations 
of  war,  the  Company  may  occa- 
fionally  lofe  by  fome  articles,  there 
are  various  reafons  why  they  fhould 
not  immediately  ftrike  fuch  articles 
out  of  their  invefiment :  and  it  will 
ftill  be  true,  that  by  their  re- 
fources  and  numerous  eflablifhments, 
they  have  great  advantages  over 
private  perfons,  in  all  attempts, 
either  to  introduce  new  articles,  or 
extend  the  provifion  of  them  ;  for 
they  have  only  to  avail  themfelves 
of  inftitutions  already  exifling  ; 
whereas  private  merchants  muft, 
for  thefe  ends,  in  many  cafes,  form 
new  eflablifhments.  It  is  without 
fufiicient  foundation,  therefore,  that 
the  fuperior  capabilities  of  indivi¬ 
duals  lor  fir  iking  out  new  branches 
of  trade  have  been  infilled  on  ;  and 
whilll  fo  many  arguments  have 
been  indufirioufly  ufed  to  obtain 
new  privileges  for  private  traders, 
that  there  has  been  fuch  a  tendency 
{hewn  to  reduce  the  Company  to  a 
mere  routine  of  bringing  home  the 
tribute  in  a  few  old  llaples.  It  is 
fit  they  fhould  poUefs  full  as  much 
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freedom  as  private  merchants  have, 
in  managing  and  ordering  their 
commercial  affairs,  to  the  extent  of 
the  funds  and  the  credit  which  they 
may  fairly  apply  to  commercial  pur¬ 
poses,  without  increafing  the  pre¬ 
sent  high  fcale  of  Indian  debt. 
And  if  it  fhould  be  oecafionally 
found  expedient  for  them,  either 
with  a  view  of  profit,  which  iia 
particular  junctures  may  accrue,  or 
to  furmfh  a  faving  tonnage  for  their 
fhips,  to  make  an  extraordinary 
provifion  of  new  articles,  it  will 
not  only  be  their  duty  to  do  fo, 
but  they  may  do  it  with  greater 
advantage  than  individuals  can ; 
for,  if  there  be  any  new  methods 
by  which  they  can  increafe  their 
commercial  gains,  the  vail  expences 
incurred  in  warlike  operations  re¬ 
quire  they  fhould  be  adopted  ;  and 
at  a  time  when  the  Company  have 
flraitened  themfelves  in  achiev¬ 
ing  conquefts  highly  beneficial  to 
the  nation,  they  have  lead  reafbft 
to  conclude,  that  they  (ball  be  ex¬ 
pelled  to  make  any  undue  facrifices 
ol  their  privileges. 

Thirdly,  with  regard  to  the  com¬ 
petition  which  a  great  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  private  trade  may  occafion 
in  the  Indian  commerce.  That 
the  law  of  every  market  fhould  be 
a  free  permifiion  for  thofe  who  en¬ 
ter  into  it  to  buy  and  fell,  need  not 
be  difputed ;  but  it  is  a  queftion 
not  of  commercial  principle,  but  t>f 
the  policy  of  ftates,  whether  their 
fubjefts  fhall  be  encouraged  to  enter 
into  competition  with  each  ether 
at  any  particular  foreign  market. 
There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  a  great 
increafe  of  demand  and  of  purchafes 
in  India,  would  enhance  the  coil  of 
commodities  there ;  and  that  a  like 
increafe  in  the  quantities  fold  here, 
though  this  mart  fhould  be  the 
largefl,  would,  on  the  whole,  lower 
the  proceeds.  The  confequence 
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from  both  branches  of  competition 
would,  therefore,  be  evident  and 
diresft  difad' vantage  to  this  country, 
and  difadvantage  not  to  be  com- 
penfated,  in  this  cafe,  by  the  extent 
of  the  trade. 

.  Upon  the  whole,  then,  of  this 
part  of  the  fubjeft,  there  is  not,  in 
the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
fuch  a  rational  certainty  of  mere 

j 

cantile  profit  to  individuals,  from 
largely  increafing  the  importation  of 
thefe  new  articles,  (for  the  hope  of 
profit  by  freight  is  not  an  admitted 
plea,)  as  ought  to  induce  them  to 
embark  in  fuch  fpeculations,  in  the 

i  J 

face  of  -  a  ftrong  rivalfhip  to  moil 
of  the  articles  from  the  produce  of 
other  countries :  and  where  there* 
Is  little  appearance  of  benefit,  the 
inconveniences  of  difturbing  the 
eftablifhed  order  of  things  fhould 
not  be  encountered. 

XI.  But  the  grand  objection,  of 
a  commercial  nature,  to  this  new 
trade  is,  that  a  confiderable  capital 
mull  be  transferred  from  Great-Bri- 
tain  to  carry  it  on.  In  one  of  the 
papers  from  Bengal  it  is  hypotheti¬ 
cally  ftated,  that  in  a  few  years 
the  export  of  fugar  from  that  coun¬ 
try  might  be  raifed  to  100,000 
tons.  Doubtlefs,  in  a  vafi  extent  of 
fertile  foil,  firetching  from  the  fea 
almoft  to  Delhi,  it  may  be  pofiible 
to  carry  the  culture  of  fugar,  and 
various  other  articles,  to  very  great 
length ;  and  perfons  unacquainted 
with  the  circumftances  of  that 
country,  might  imagine,  from  read¬ 
ing  fuch  a  ftatement,  that  the  main 
thing  to  be  done  was  only  to  open 
the  doors  wide  enough  for  expor¬ 
tation.  The  fadfi,  however,  is, 
that  four  or  five  millions  fterlinp; 

4  O 

from  this  country  mult  be  fur- 
nifhed,  to  pay  for  the  firft  cofi,  and 
the  tranfportation  of  that  quantity 
of  fugar,  for  Bengal  has  no  fuch 
fund  of  its  own  applicable  to  any 


purpofe  of  that  kind  ;  and  the  farild 
obfervation  mufi  be  applied  to  any 
large  extenfion  of  other  new  ar¬ 
ticles. 

The  firfi  point  to  be  decided 
here,  therefore,  is,  whether'  the 
nation  ought  to  embark  its  capital 
in  fuch  a  trade  ?  This  is  a  quefiion 
of  commercial  policy,  interefting 
to  the  public,  who  ought  to  know 
the  concern  they  have  in  it  ;  and 
a  quefiion  on  which  it  belongs  to 
the  legiflature  to  determine.  If 
there  are  reafons  for  withdrawing 
part  of  the  capital  employed  in  raid¬ 
ing  produce  in  fome  other  depend¬ 
ences  of  the  empire,  and  for  encou¬ 
raging  preferably  the  productions 
of  India,  thefe  reafons,  doubtlefs, 
ought  to  be  heard  ;  but  this  new 
bufinefs  fhould  not  be  plunged  into 
without  examining  and  underfiand- 
ing  its  nature  and  confequences ; 
and,  in  the  opinion  of  your  com¬ 
mittee,  Unlefs  there  are  fome  fpecial 
motives  for  the  preference  juft  men¬ 
tioned,  or  unlefs  where  fome  im¬ 
perious  exigency  arifes,  it  would 
be  utterly  impolitic  to  tranfplant 
much  of  the  capital  of  Great 
Britain  to  carry  on  the  agricul¬ 
ture  and  manufactures  of  that  re¬ 
mote  region. 

XII.  But  your  committee  mufi 
believe,  that  the  propofed  enlarge¬ 
ments  would  involve  a  confequence 
ftill  more  ferious,  on  which  they 
have  already  touched,  in  confider- 
ing  the  claim  of  Britiih  fubjeCts  to 
a  like  freedom  with  foreigners  in 
tge  Indian  trade.  This  claim  is,  in 
other  words,  the  prefent  quefiion. 
If,  inftead  of  carrying  on  the  inter- 
courfe,  commercial  and  political,  of 
this  country  and  its  Indian  depen¬ 
dences  through  one  great  channel, 
the  Eaft- India  Company,  which  has 
fo  much  contributed  to  preferve  a 
vafi  people  in  their  original  habits 
of  fubmiffion,  the  fhips  of  Britifh 
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individuals  were  permitted  to  go 
and.  come  a f  pleafure,  a  great  change 
in  the  political  circu  alliances  of 
Britifh  India  mull,  from  the  nature 
c1'  things,  be  expelled.  Hitherto 
the  want  of  an  expen  five  leo-al  chan- 
net  to  India,  and  the  difficulties  of 
getting  into  employment  in  our 
dominions,  (for  native  governments 
invite  only  defperate  military  ad¬ 
venturers,)  have  prevented  a  great 
influx  of  Britifh  fub  jells  into  them, 
though  foreign  fhips  have  been  open 
to  thofe  who  could  afford  to  pay 
them,  and  our  governments  have 
chofen  rather  to  licenfe  perfons  who 
had  found  means  to  fettle  themfelves 
there,  than  to  force  them  from  all 
their  concerns.  But  the  propofed 
fyftem  would,  at  once,  confer  both 
right  and  employment  on  multi¬ 
tudes;  and  it  is  from  an  inftitution 
communicating  thefe  encourage¬ 
ments,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
committee,  danger  is  to  be  appre¬ 
hended.  The  refidence  of  a-  limited 
number  of  Europeans  in  our  provin¬ 
ces,  as  things  at  prefen t  arc,  is  not 
a  ground  of  any  alarm,  provided 
that  number  can  be  kept  from  in- 
creafmg  ;  but  in  the  propofed  fyftem 
there  would  be  a  principle  of  pro- 
greffive  increafe,  and  this,  your  com¬ 
mittee  fear,  might  juftly  be  confider- 
ed  as  the  firft  principle  of  a  colonial 
fyftem. 

A  continual  courfe  of  detached 
commercial  adventurers  would  entail 
the  refidence  of  greater  numbers  of 
Europeans  abroad ;  many  others 
would  be  tempted  to  refort  thither, 
in  the  hope  of  eftablilhing  them¬ 
felves;  gradually,  in  confequencc  of 
thefe  changes,  they  would  be  enabled 
to  ftrike  out  new  modes  of  employ¬ 
ment,  and  fpread  themfelves  in  the 
country.  Even  now,  the  fociety  of 
merchants  in  India  difeover  a  wilh 
to  be  emancipated  from  every  ma¬ 
terial  reftraint ;  that  fpirit  would 


live,  and  be  more  powerful  in  the 
larger  fociety.  Governments,  then, 
would  find  it  a  new  and  arduous  talk 
to  maintain  order  and  fubordlna- 
tion.  Every  port  in  India  would  be 
aecuftorned  to  the  vifits  of  adven¬ 
turing  Europeans ;  connections  be¬ 
tween  them  and  the  country  powers 
could  hardly  be  prevented  ;  part 
might  go  into  the  fervice  of  thofe 
powers ;  all  could  not  expeCt  for¬ 
tunes  to  return  ;  and  thofe  who  faw 
no  profpelt  of  this  kind  would 
naturally  commence  colonization. 
That  the  rights  and  ufages  of  our 
native  fub jells  might  not  be  en¬ 
croached  upon  in  this  progrefs,  that 
thefe  people,  though  paffive,  might 
not  be  at  length  exafperated,  and 
that  they  might  not,  from  example, 
gradually  lofe  their  habits  of  fub- 
miffion  to  government,  no  man  can 
be  warranted  to  deny  :  nor  is  it  lefs 
probable,  that  a  vaft  mafs  of  native 
fubjells,  thus  put  into  a  new  ftate 
of  agitation,  a  numerous  European 
community  progreflively  enlarging 
its  views  with  its  importance,  and 
the  combinations  of  Indian  politics 
influenced  by,  and  influencing  thefe 
circumftances,  might  render  it  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  for  this  country  to 
maintain,  in  that  remote  quarter,  a 
government  Efficiently  ftrong  and 
energetic  to  contain  all  thefe  in- 
terefts  within  their  due  bounds. 

XIII,  For  thefe  reafons,  the  inquiry 
concerning  the  principle  by  which 
our  Indian  poflelfions  may  be*  bell 
preferved,  though  it  appertain  to 
the  prefent  fubjelt,  need  not  be  a 
long  one.  That  fyftem  cannot  be 
beft  which,  by  the  adoption  of  co¬ 
lonial  principles  of  free  ingrefs  and 
refidence,  would  expofe  us  to  all  the 
hazards  juft  deferi bed,  and,  through 
them,  to  the  lofs  of  the  Indian  em¬ 
pire.  T  he  legillature  has  already 
determined  to  maintain  the  depen¬ 
dency  of  that  empire,  not  on  co¬ 
lonial 
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lonial  principles,  but  through  the 
medium  of  that  body  by  which  it 
was  acquired,  the  Eaft- India  Com¬ 
pany,  who  are  therefore  conllituted 
the  foie  national  organ  for  its  local 
government,  and  its  communication 
with  this  country.  The  rights  of 
that  Company,  who,  through  a  long 
fucceffion  of  years,  fuftained  alone 
the  expences  and  perils  which  ended 
in  the  acquifition  of  territorial  do¬ 
minion,  have  nor  beenfacrinced  to  the 
unfounded  claims  fet  up  for  every 
Britifh  fubj  eel  as  fuch,  to  enter  into 
the  free  enjoyment  of  what  had 
colt  them  fo  much.  The  advan¬ 
tages  of  a  fare  and  great  commerce, 
of  a  large  tribute,  of  a  dominion 
maintained  by  its  own  refources, 
have  not  been  flaked,  in  following 
uncertain  theories,  which  could  only 
be  tried  at  the  rifk  of  lofing  what 
was  poffeffed :  and  experience,  as 
well  as  found  reafon,  demonflrates 
the  wifdom  of  this  fyftem. 

XIV.  If  then,  ih  refpeft  of  fadls, 
it  be  true,  that  the  foreign  trade  of 
India,  either  carried  on  by  our  ene¬ 
mies  or  by  neutral  nations,  or  clan- 
deftinely  under  their  colours  by  our 
own  fubjedls,  is  not  progreffively 
increaling;  that  nations  in  amity 
with  us,  and  already  trading  to  In¬ 
dia,  ought  to  be  allowed  to  continue 
to  trade  on  their  own  account  for 
the  fupply  of  their  own  wants  ;  and 
that  India  has  no  capital  within  it- 
felf,  for  effecting  ths  great  enlarge¬ 
ments  of  its  exports  now  propofed  : 
if  it  be  alfo  true,  in  refpecl  of  pn?i- 
ct  'ples,  that  it  would  be  impolitic  in 
this  country  to  tranfplant  any  con- 
fiderable  portion  of  its  capital  to 
India,  for  extending  the  agriculture 
and  manufactures  of  that  diftant  de¬ 
pendency,  and  yet  more  impolitic 
to  open  the  way  for  Britifh  coloni¬ 
zation  there :  theconclufion  refill  tin? 
from  the  whole  is,  that  the  only  ob¬ 
ject  for  which  the  Company,  cr  the 


Nation,  can  now  juflly  be  called  on 
to  make  new  provisions  in  favour  of 
individuals,  is  that  of  bringing  di- 
redlly  into  this  country  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  trade  yet  carried  on  clan- 
deflinely  by  Britifh  fubjedts,  with 
the  removal  of  any  inconveniences 
which  now  obftrud  the  ready  and 
eafy  tranfportation  of  the  whole 
trade,  which  can  be  carried  on  by 
the  fortunes  of  Britifn  relidents  in  In¬ 
dia,  diredlly  to  the  port  of  London. 

Thofe  individuals,  who,  thriving 
under  the  protection  of  the  Company, 
frill  abet  that  clandelline  trade,  cer¬ 
tainly  act  neither  worthily  nor 
gratefully,  nor  do  they  entitle  them- 
felves  to  new  privileges.  The  Com¬ 
pany,  however,  deiirous  to  fecure 
to  the  nation  all  the  trade  carried 
on  from  India  by  the  capital  of 
Britifh  refidents,  are  willing  to 
adopt  fuch  meafures  as  depend  on 
them  for  bringing  diredkly  to  the 
Thames  the  merchandize  which  that 
capital  yet  conveys,  in  any  form, 
to  foreign  ports;  but  as  the  com¬ 
parative  rates  of  duties  payable 
at  their  ports  and  in  our  own,  will 
always  be  regarded  by  the  proprie¬ 
tors  of  Indian  goods  in  the  direction 
of  their  confignmewts,  it  feems  re- 
quifite,  in  order  to  fecure  the  object 
in  queftion,  that  the  duties  on  the 
exports  of  goods  from  India,  or  the 
duties  on  Indian  goods  imported  Into 
this  country,  undergo  ftill  further 
modification. 

XV,  Your  committee  reflecting  on 
the  various  portions  which  have  of 
late  years  been  advanced,  to  impugn 
either  the  ccndudl  of  the  Company, 
or  the  eflablifhed  fyftem  of  Indian 
policy,  were  induced  to  take  the 
prefen t  occaf.on  to  point  out  the 
errors  by  which  thofe  portions,  had 
they  ftill  remained  uncontradidled, 
might  have  milled  the  public  mind. 

Of  this  labour,  which  they  hope 
will  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  court, 
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a  great  part  would  hare  been  need- 
lefs,  if  they  had  confined  themfelves 
to  the  letter  of  the  2d  April  laft, 
from  the  right  honourable  the  pre- 
fidentof  the  board  of  control,  which 
chiefly  fixed  the  attention  of  the  court 
in  relation  to  the  prefent  fubjeft,  as 
it  has  been  all  along  firft  in  theq>n- 
fideration  of  the  committee :  for 
between  the  opinions  which  are 
therein  delivered  and  thofe  they  en¬ 
tertained,  as  well  refpefting  the 
leading  principles  of  Indian  govern¬ 
ment  and  commerce,  as  the  conclu- 
ftons  to  be  formed  from  them,  they 
found,  on  the  whole,  fo  much  agree¬ 
ment,  as  greatly  limited  the  neceftity 
of  particular  difeuftion. 

On  thofe  leading  principles  your 
committee  have  reafoned ;  and  the 
fame  general  views  which  are  pre- 
fented  by  the  longer  inveftigation 
into  which  the  motive  juft  aftigned 
has  led  them,  are  with  brevity  and 
force  exhibited  in  that  letter.  It 
infers  from  the  whole  two  practical 
proportions  ;  one  concerning  the  ob¬ 
ject  and  meafure  of  the  privilege  to 
be  given  to  individuals  in  the  trade 
from  India,  the  other  concerning 
the  mode  in  which  that  trade  fhould 
be  brought  to  this  country. 

The  firft  is  fubftantially  the  fame 
which  your  committee  have  had  in 
view  through  the  whole  of  this  dif- 
-cuffion,  and  have,  they  truft,  here 
eftablifhed,  that  to  bring  the  for-, 
tunes  of  Britifh  refidents,  not  inveft- 
ed  in  the  bills  of  the  Company,  di- 
reftly  through  the  medium  of  mer¬ 
chandize  into  the  Thames,  fhould 
be  the  main  objeft  of  the  privilege 
to  be  conceded  to  individuals ;  and 
that  this  privilege  ought  not,  in 
reafon,  to  extend  beyond  the  total 
amount  of  thofe  fortunes,  allowance 
being  always  made  for  returns  of 
Britifh  manufactures  fent  from  hence, 
according  to  the  aft  of  1793. 

The  fecond  propofition  recom- 
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mends,  that  the  trade  thus  conflitut- 
ed  fliall  be  permitted  to  be  carried 
on  by  Indian  fhips. 

Your  committee  are  aware  of  the 
public  motives  which  difpofe  Mr. 
Dundas  to  make  the  refources  of  In¬ 
dia  ferviceable  to  the  naval  interefts 
of  this  country ;  and  are,  at  the 
fame  time,  perfuaded,  that  the  mea¬ 
fure  which  thofe  motives  may  have 
more  eafily  inclined  him  to  favour, 
he  means  to  be  perfcftlv  compatible 
with  hisown  principle  of  continuing 
the  Company  as  the  one  great  na¬ 
tional  organ  for  the  government  and 
commerce  of  India. 

Your  committee  regard  thofe  mo¬ 
tives  with  refpeft  ;  and  in  as  far  as 
the  court  can,  confiftently  with  the 
great  intereft  entrufted  to  them, 
fafely  afford  the  aid  of  the  Company 
to  well-  ^igefted  views  of  that  kind, 
the  difpofition  they  have  ever  mani- 
fefted  to  benefit  the  nation  may,  in 
fuch  a  cafe,  be  expefted  to  appear. 

Your  committee  are  further  ready 
to  grant,  that  if  the  occafional  ad- 
miflion  of  Indian  fhips  into  this 
country,  or  an  admiftion  continuing 
folely  in  the  diferetion,  and  change¬ 
able  at  the  option  of  the  Company, 
were  the  thing  here  in  queftion,  it 
would  be  a  matter  of  comparatively 
fmall  import,  in  refpeft  to  which  the 
indulgences  allowed  at  different 
times  by  the  Company,  in  the  courfe 
of.the  laft  feven  years,  fhew,  that 
they  can,  at  fit  feafons,  exercife 
with  liberality,  privileges  which 
ftill  remain  entire  to  them  ;  but  after 
a  very  mature  and  anxious  confider- 
ation  of  the  prefent  fubjeft,  your 
committee  are  conftrained  to  ftate, 
that  they  regard  the  admilfion  of 
Indian  fhips,  or  any  clafs  of  fhips, 
Britifh  or  foreign,  into  a  formal 
fyftematic  participation  in  the  com¬ 
merce  and  navigation  between  Bri¬ 
tain  and  India,  with  moft  ferious 
apprehenfion.  They  confider  it  as 
J  C  in- 
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involving  a  latent  principle,  that 
may  eventually  fuperfede  that  very 
fyftem  of  regulated  intercourfe  with 
India,  which  both  Mr.  Dundas  and 
the  court  are  felicitous  to  preferve. 
They  are  of  opinion,  moreover,  that 
for  the  ends  propofed,  the  meafure 
is  unneceffary,  and  that  the  Com¬ 
pany  can  themfeives  provide,  as 
your  committee  will  hereafter  (hew, 
all  the  (hipping  which  that  end  re¬ 
quires,  free  of  every  fair  objection 
hitherto  made  to  the  occupancy  of 
tonnage  provided  by  them.  Im- 
preffed  with  thefe  fentiments,  the 
duty  impofed  on  your  committee  re¬ 
quires  they  (hould  declare  them  ; 
but  in  doing  this,  and  in  proceed¬ 
ing  to  explain  farther  the  grounds 
on  which  they  entertain  thofe  fenti¬ 
ments,  they  delire  to  aft  in  the  fpirit 
of  men  looking  only  to  a  public  ob- 
jeft,  and  canvaffing  a  meafure  pro¬ 
pofed  in  a  like  fpirit. 

XVI.  A  fyftematic  admiffion  of 
any  clafs  'of  fhips  into  the  trade  be¬ 
tween  this  country  and  India,  would, 
in  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
virtually  form  a  new  fociety,  which 
having  one  intereft,  would,  in  effeft, 
„aft  with  much  of  the  Ipirit  and  unity 
of  a  joint  Company,  and  a  Company 
whofe  intereft  would  not  perfectly 
coalefce  with  thofe  of  the  prefent 
one  :  Handing  upon  a  legal  founda¬ 
tion,  and  pofi’efling  a  privilege  en¬ 
joyed  by  none  but  the  Eaft- India 
Company,  it  muft  at  once  be  invert¬ 
ed  with  a  certain  degree  of  import¬ 
ance.  The  principles  common  to 
individuals  and  focieties,  felf-pre- 
fervation  and  advancement,  would 
naturally  lead  the  members  of  this 
body  into  thofe  views  andmeafures, 
which  would  be  moft  likely  to  give 
it  permanence  and  power.  The 
continuance  of  its  exertions  would 
not  depend,  altogether,  nor  perhaps 
"chiefly,  on  the  gain  of  the  com¬ 
modities  carried  to  and  from  India. 

* 


If  commodities  brought  only  prirnt 
coft  and  charges,  and  yet  the  (hip. 
owners  could  make  out  a  profitable 
employment  for  their  fhips,  which 
is  avowed  to  be  a  leading  motive 
for  the  prefent  requiiitions  of  the 
merchants,  it  might  ftill  be  their  in¬ 
tereft  to  carry  on  the  trade ;  and  the 
private  commerce,  now  fupported  by 
a  remittance  capital,  would  thus 
owe  its  enlargement  to  a  flipping 
intereft,  though  a  trade  which  main¬ 
tained  only  the  fhips  engaged  in  it 
would  be  one  of  the  lead  beneficial ; 
and  if  thofe  fhips  were  Indian,  the 
benefit  of  it  to  this  country  would 
be  indeed  fmall.  In  bringing  to  Eu¬ 
rope  Indian  commodities,  in  which 
the  trade  mainly  conufts,  Indian 
fhips  would  have  a  clear  advantage 
over  others,  becaufe  the  equipment 
of  them  could  be  adjufted  with  cer¬ 
tainty  to  the  number  and  times  of 
the  cargoes  procurable,  and  there¬ 
fore  rhe  comparative  probability  of 
the  permanence  of  fuch  a  fet  of  ftiips 
is  the  greater. 

It  would  be  eafy  to  employ  capi¬ 
tal  belonging  to  the  mother  country 
in  building  and  repairing  thofe 
fhips:  thus  Englifn  merchants  might 
become  parties  in  the  concern,  and 
this  would,  in  a  certain  degree,  be 
the  fame  as  if  Britifh  fhips  were 
licenfed  direftly  from  this  country. 
The  neceffity  of  employing  fhips 
once  built  is  obvious.  The  chan¬ 
nels  of  trade  in  Europe,  in  a  time 
of  peace  efpecially,  would  not  be 
likely  to  afford  fpace  for  this  new 
clafs ;  the  owners  muft  therefore  con¬ 
tinue,  as  long  as  poflible,  in  a  line 
into  which  they  have  once  entered, 
even  if  difticukies  lhould  occur  in 
it ;  and  difficulties  would  be  likely 
to  put  the  adventurers  on  feeking 
whatever  further  indulgences  re¬ 
mained  to  be  granted  them.  To 
further  indulgences  the  recognized 
enjoyment  of  the  firft  privilege 
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Would  more  eafily  lead  ;  and  in  this 
and  other  views,  the  probable  effects 
of  ufage  deferve  to  be  considered. 
What  is  once  eftablifhed  obtains 
authority  in  the  public  mind ;  and 
new  claims  may,  with  lefs  danger 
of  Blocking  opinions,  be  raifed  up¬ 
on  it.  From  thefe  caufes,  the  exer- 
cife  of  this  new  privilege  would  be 
likely  to  be  durable,  and  its  opera¬ 
tion  progreffiye.  One  certain  effect 
hereof  would  be  to  force  a  trade 
from  India  with  a  capital  not  its 
own.  As  the  numbers  concerned  in 
this  complex  trade  of  {hips  and  goods 
increafed,  fo  would  their  power,  in¬ 
fluence,  and  connections,  in  both 
countries.  If  inconveniences  fhould 
be  found  to  refult  from  this  inftitu- 
tion,  great  interefls  formed  under 
the  fanction  of  i  t  would  plead  againft 
a  fupprefiion  of  it ;  and  it  feems  en¬ 
tirely  probable,  that  as  foon  as  the 
privilege  to  Indian  fhips  was 
thought  to  have  acquired  fuffieient 
folidity,  if  not  before,  the  merchants 
of  this  country  would  become  cla¬ 
morous  for  admidion  into  it  :  nor  is 
it  eafy  to  conceive  how,  after  pre- 
feription  had  fijioothed  the  way, 
and  Englifh  merchants  were  known 
to  have  become,  though  unallow- 
edly,  partners  in  the  Indian  fhips, 
their  claim  could  be  long  refilled ; 
for  it  could  never  be  maintained, 
that  one  Britifti  fubject  redding  in 
London  might  carry  on  a  trade  with 
India  becaufe  his  fhip  was  built 
there,  whilft  another  Britifh  fubjedl 
in  the  fame  place  fhould  be  interdift- 
ed  becaufe  his  fhip  was  built  in  the 
Thames.  And,  indeed,  whenever 
the  trade  from  India  came  to  be  any 
other  than  a  trade  of  remittance  for 
the  fortunes  of  Britifh  refidents,  the 
reafon  on  which  Indian  merchants 
only  were  permitted  to  carry  it  on 
would  ceafe.  In  a  commercial  view, 
the  fyffematic  introduftion  of  any 
clafs  of  private  fhips  appears,  from 
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what  has  been  already  faid,  to  be 
unneceffary.  As  the  .true  i  mere  ft 
of  the  country  does  not  require  that 
it  fhould  transfer  capita!  to  India  to 
raife  a  trade  there,  fo  it  is  fufficient- 
ly  obvious,  that  there  is  in  India 
no  great  capital  which  wants  to  ex¬ 
ert  itfelf  in  the  European  trade  ;  no 
luch  general  fwell  in  the  tide  of 
Indian  commerce  as  feeks  a  new 
channel.  Far  the  greater  part  of 
the  Europeans  there  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  export  trade,  which 
refts  chiefly  with  the  houfes  of 
agency,  in  whofe  hands  much  of  the 
remittable  property  of  Europeans 
centers,  by  which  means  they  are 
enabled  to  enter  into  great  fpecula- 
tions  ;  neither  is  there  any  furplus 
of  Britifh  property  there,  which  the 
Company  cannot  convey  in '  fhips 
furnifhed  by  themfelves,  as  cheaply 
and  expeditioufly  as  it  could  be  con¬ 
veyed  by  private  fhips :  therefore,  to 
privilege  a  clafs  of  fhips  for  the 
trade  of  individuals,  when  the  fcale 
of  that  trade  does  not  require  it, 
would  be  to  introduce  an  innova¬ 
tion  which  your  committee  cannot 
but  regard  as  a  hazardous  one,  with¬ 
out  any  adequate  caufe.  Confider- 
ing,  then,  that  there  is  no  neceffity 
for  the  propofed  meafure  ;  that  it 
would  be  the  genius  of  the  new 
trade,  as  of  all  others,  to  feek  its 
own  enlargement  ;  that  fo  many 
caufes  would,  probably,  concur  to 
render  it  permanent  and  progreffive  ; 
that,  above  all,  a  conftant  inter- 
courfe  by  private  detached  {hips, 
with  every  part  of  India,  familiariz¬ 
ing  European  adventurers  with  that 
country,  Indian  failors  with  this, 
would  gradually  and  indefinitely 
widen  the  channel  of  that  intercourfe, 
extremely  multiply  the  relations  be¬ 
tween  the  two  countries,  and  tend 
to  difturb  and  fhake  our  government 
there,  to  which  danger  is  more 
likely  to  arife  from  our  domeftic 
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commerce'than  from  the  foreign  one ; 
confidering  all  thefe  circumftances, 
your  committee  cannot  but  depre¬ 
cate  the  fy  Hematic  eftablifhment  of 
any  clafs  of  (hips  in  the  trade  be¬ 
tween  India  and  Britain,  as  what, 
in  their  moft  ferious  judgment, 
would,  in  its  nature  and  confe- 
quences,  tend,  however  the  contrary 
might  be  meant,  to  fuperfede  the 
Company’s  privileges,  and  open  the 
way  to  what  all  agree  ought  to  be 
prevented,  the  colonization  of  Eu¬ 
ropeans  in  our  Indian  territories,  and 
the  dangers  connected  with  that 
fyftem. 

XVII.  Befides  thefe  objections, 
which  apply  to  the  meafure  gene¬ 
rally,  there  is  one  that  lies  peculiarly 
againft  {hips  whofe  voyages  com¬ 
mence  from  India,  that  they  will 
ufually  be  manned,  in  great  part, 
with  lafears  or  Indian  failors.  Men 
of  that  race  are  not,  by  their  phy- 
fical  frame  and  conftitution,  fitted 
for  the  navigation  of  cold  and  boif- 
terous  latitudes  ;  their  nature  and 
habits  are  formed  to  a  warm  climate, 
and  fhort  and  eafy  voyages  perform¬ 
ed  within  the  fphere  of  the  period¬ 
ical  winds ;  they  have  not  ftrength 
enough  of  mind  or  body  to  en¬ 
counter  the  hardftiips  and  perils  to 
which  drips  are  liable  in  the  long 
and  various  navigation  between  In¬ 
dia  and  Europe,  efpecially  in  the 
winter  dorms  of  our  northern  feas ; 
nor  have  they  the  courage  which 
can  be  relied  on  for  fteady  defence 
againft  an  enemy.  To  have  any 
confiderable  portion  of  the  property 
and  trade  of  this  country,  therefore, 
dependent  on  the  energy  of  men  of 
this  ftamp,  unlefs  on  the  coafts  of 
India,  where  they  are  lefs  expofed 
to  dangers,  cannot  be  advifeable  : 
yet  on  the  employment  of  Indian 
failors  the  chief  freight  of  Indian 
(hips  feems  materially  to  turn ;  for 
if  thefe  (hips,,  rigged  and  fitted  out 


as  they  are  with  {lores  chiefly  brought 
from  Europe,  were  manned  with 
Europeans,  receiving  wages  far 
higher,  and  provifioned  at  much 
greater  coft  than  lafears,  it  does  not 
appear  how  they  could  be  afforded 
at  a  lower  rate  of  freight  than  Bri- 
tifli  bottoms.  But  this  is  not  all. 
The  native  failors  of  India,  who  are 
chiefly  Mahomedans,  are,  to  the  dif- 
grace  of  our  national  morals,  on  their 
arrival  here,  led  into  feenes  which 
foon  diveft  them  of  the  refpeCl  and 
awe  they  had  entertained  in  India 
for  the  European  character :  they 
are  robbed  of  their  little  property, 
and  left  to  wander,  ragged  and 
deftitute,  in  the  ftreets ;  a  fight  that, 
whilft  it  wounds  peculiarly  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  men  conne&ed  with  India 
and  the  Company,  raifes  both  the 
compaffion  and  indignation  of  the 
public ;  the  one  in  favour  of  thofe 
miferable  objedls,  the  other  againft 
the  Company,  as  if  they  had  drawn 
the  poor  creatures  into  filch  a  Hate 
of  fuffering,  or  neglected  them  in 
it;  when  in  facl,  though  indivi¬ 
duals  bring  them  home,  the  Com¬ 
pany  are  at  great  pains  and  expence 
to  collect,  maintain,  and  return 
them  ;  but  fuch  are  the  bad  habits 
they  acquire,  that  they  often  efcape 
from  the  houfes  where  the  Company 
have  them  lodged  and  provided  for, 
and  take  to  a  mendicant  {late,  for  the 
chance  of  obtaining  from  the  pity 
of  paflengers  new  means  of  vicious 
indulgence.  From  caufes  of  this 
nature,  and  from  expofure  to  the 
feverity  of  our  winters,  not  a  few 
have  loft  their  lives,  or  become  in¬ 
capable  of  further  fervice.  On  the 
continent  of  Europe,  and  even  in 
America,  where  fome  of  thefe  lafears 
are  alfo  now  carried,  they  have  no 
protestor  as  here,  and  their  cafe  muft 
be  {bill  more  deplorable  ;  fo  that, 
inftead  of  a  larger  introduction  into 
the  weftern  world  of  this  feeble  race, 
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it  is  very  ferioufly  to  be  wifhed, 
that  before  their  numbers  are  thin¬ 
ned  by  fatigue,  climate,  and  difeafe, 
fome  means  were  devifed  for  pre¬ 
venting  them  from  leaving  their 
own  feas. 

The  contemptuous  reports  which 
they  diffeminate  on  their  feturn, 
cannot  fail  to  have  a  very  unfa¬ 
vourable  influence  upon  the  minds 
of  our  Afiatic  fubjeCts,  whofe  reve¬ 
rence  for  our  character,  which  has 
hitherto  contributed  to  maintain  our 
afcendancy  in  the  Eaft,  (a  reverence, 
in  part,  infpired  by  what  they  have 
at  a  diftance  feen  among  a  compa¬ 
ratively  fmall  fociety,  moftly  of  the 
better  ranks  in  India,)  will  be  gra¬ 
dually  exchanged  for  the  molt  de¬ 
grading  conceptions ;  and  if  an  in¬ 
dignant  apprehenfion  of  having  hi¬ 
therto  rated  us  too  highly,  or  re- 
fpefted  us  too  much,  fhould  once 
poffefs  them,  the  effects  of  it  may 
prove  extremely  detrimental. 

From  the  wafte  of  life,  and  other 
Ioffes  attending  the  employing  of 
this  clafs  of  failors,  perhaps  it  may 
appear  at  length  neeeiTary  to  refort 
to  European  mariners :  thefe,  in 
fuch  cafe,  will  flock  in  greater  num¬ 
bers  to  India  ;  and  hence  it  may  be 
expedled,  that  colonization  will  be 
accelerated  there.  Indeed,  the  re¬ 
turn  of  peace  might  cali  for  this  fub- 
ftitution  of  Britifh  feamen,  many  of 
whom  muft  then  have  to  feek  em¬ 
ployment  in  the  merchants’  fervice  ; 
and  no  Britifh  heart  would  wifh, 
that  any  of  the  brave  men,  who  had 
merited  fo  much  of  their  country, 
fhould  be  without  bread,  whilft  the 
natives  of  the  Eaft  brought  fhips 
belonging  to  our  own  fubjeCts  into 
our  ports.  Confidered,  therefore,  in 
a  commercial,  physical,  moral,  and 
political  view,  the  apparent  confe- 
quences  of  admitting  thefe  Indian 
failors  largely  into  our  navigation, 
form  a  ftrong  additional  objection 


to  the  conceffion  of  the  propofed 
privilege  to  any  fhips  manned  by 
them. 

XVIII.  It  will, be  proper,  in  this 
place,  to  advert  to  the  reafons 
which  induced  the  Company’s  go¬ 
vernments  and  fervants  abroad  to 
countenance,  and,  in'fome  inftances, 
to  recommend  the  applications  of 
the  free  merchants  in  India  for  leave 
to  fend  goods  here  in  their  own 
fhips.  They  were  chiefly  thefe : 
to  direct  to  this  country,  in  pre¬ 
ference  to  foreign  ports,  all  the 
merchandife  which  could  be  fup'- 
pofed  to  be  in  the  difpofalof  Britifh 
individuals,  and  fo  to  prevent  the 
growth  of  foreign  trade  ;  to  affift  in 
reducing  the  freights  paid  by  the 
Company,  immediately  before  and 
after  the  commencement  of  the  ^re- 
fent  war,  for  their  regular  fhips, 
which  reduction,  it  was  hoped, 
would  be  forwarded  by  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  a  clafs  of  cheap  fhips  be¬ 
tween  India  and  Europe ;  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  induftry  and  export  trade 
of  India,  and  thereby  to  augment 
the  fources  of  its  revenue,  and  to  in- 
creafe  the  commerce  and  government 
cuftoms  of  this  country. 

Witn  regard  to  thefe  objeCts,  all, 
doubtlefs,  laudable  in  themfelves, 
and  fought  from  public  motives,  it 
may  be  obferved,  that  the  reduction 
of  the  Company’s  freights  has  been 
fome  time  aceomplifhed :  that  the 
court  have  been,  on  their  part,  alfo 
defirous  to  bring  all  the  property  of 
Britifn  refidents,  inverted  in  goods, 
diredfly  to  our  ports :  and  that  the 
meafures  now  to  be  propofed  will, 
in  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
amply  fuffice  for  this  end.  The  other 
objects,  of  preventing  the  growth  of 
foreign  trade,  and  promoting  the 
produce  of  our  Indian  pofTeffions, 
have  been  difcuffed  in  this  report, 
and  your  committee  have  endea¬ 
voured  to  difcriminate  the  true 
+  C  3  prin. 
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principles  on  which  they  ihould  be 
followed,  and  the  extent  to  which 
they  ihould  be  fought.  Into  thefe 
enquiries  the  fervants  abroad  do  not 
feem  to  have  felt  themfelves  called 
to  enter  deeply  and  fyftematically  ; 
nor  do  they  appear  to  have  looked 
forward  to  all  the  probable  remote 
effeffis,  commercial  and  political,  of 
a  progreffive  increafe  in  the  trade 
and  intercourfe  of  individuals  be¬ 
tween  India  and  Britain.  They 
rather  feem  to  have,  afted  on  the 
view  of  exifting  cireumftances,  and 
to  have  recommended  the  meafures 
which,  under  thofe  cireumftances, 
they  deemed  to  be,  both  for  public 
and  for  individual  interefts,  bene¬ 
ficial  and  convenient.  But  as  they 
did  not  profefs  to  inveftigate  remote 
confequences,  fo  they  certainly  do 
not  appear  to  have  propofed  or  ex¬ 
pected,  that  the  diferetion  of  the 
Company  fhould  be  taken  away  in 
the  admiffion  of  Indian  (hips,  or  that 
any  clafs  of  (hips  fhould  be  in  veiled 
with  a  permanent  fyftematic  parti¬ 
cipation  in  the  commerce  and  navi¬ 
gation  between  India  and  Britain  : 
and  this,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
committee,  is  the  great  point  ot 
importance  in  the  whole  of  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  fubjeCL 

If,  therefore,  the  reafons  which 
theyhave  thought  themfelves  obliged 
to  advance  againft  this  new  princi¬ 
ple  fhould  prove  fatisfaclory  to  the 
Court,  your  committee  take  the 
liberty'-  to  fuggeft,  that  they  may 
be  fubmitted  to  the  judgment  and 
candour  of  Mr.  Dundas,  who,  your 
committee  are  perfuaded,  will  not, 
when  he  fees  no  imperious  neceffity, 
wifti  for  the  adopt* on  of  any  mea- 
fure  which,  immediately,  or  in  its 
confequences,  (hall  be  found  mate¬ 
rially  to  trench  on  the  privileges  of 
the  Company. 

XIX.  \rour  committee  will  now 
proceed,  in  the  laft  place,  to  pro- 


pofe  the  means  by  which,  in  their 
opinion,  all  the  property  of  Britiih 
reiidents  in  India,  at  any  time  in- 
vefted  in  goods,  together  with  the 
returns  of  manufactures  fent  from 
hence,  may,  with  every  requifite 
convenience,  be  brought  direCtly  to 
this  country,  without  any  change  in 
the  principles  of  the  prefent  fyitem. 
It  may  be  difficult  to  afeertain  ex¬ 
actly  the  annual  remittable  amount 
of  that  property  ;  but  in  the  nature 
of  things  it  mult  have  a  moderate 
limit,  and  a  considerable  part  of  it 
is  fent  home  in  bills  upon  the  Com¬ 
pany.  From  a  general  retrofpeCtive 
view,  carried  back  for  fever al  of 
the  laft  years,  of  the  goods  conftgn- 
ed  from  India  direCtly  to  London, 
whether  on  account  of  Britiih  reii¬ 
dents,  or  in  return  for  Britiih  ma¬ 
nufactures,  and  of  thofe  coniignments 
to  foreign  ports  which  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  belonged  to  Britiih 
fubjeCts,  together  with  the  bills 
drawn  on  the  Company  in  the  fame 
period,  the  total  aggregate  of  thefe 
different -branches  will  probably  be 
rated  fully,  if  eftimated  about,  or 
fomewhat  beyond,  a  million  and  a 
half  fterling.  Of  this  amount 
6*50,000/.  may  have  come  in  bills; 
and  the  whole,  therefore,  of  what 
has  of  late  been  fent  from  India  in 
goods,  either  to  our  own  or  foreign 
ports,  on  account  of  Britiih.  refidents 
or  Britiih  manufactures,  on  an  ave¬ 
rage  of  feveral  paft  years,  ending 
with  April  1799,  may  be  taken 
at  a  little  more  than  850,000/. 
per  annum ;  and  of  this  fum  about 
6‘00,000/.  comes  already  into  the 
Thames;  the  reft,  as  fhewn  in  a 
former  part  of  this  report,  has  gone 
to  foreign  Europe  and  America.  To 
encourage  the  confignment  of  this 
remainder,  alfo,  to  our  own  ports, 
and  to  provide  for  the  more  conve¬ 
nient  tranfportation  of  what  already 
comes  here,  is,  in  reality,  as  your 
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committee  apprehend,  all  that  is 
now  to  be  performed  :  but  to  re¬ 
move  every  ground  for  complaint 
in  future,  your  committee  are  of 
opinion,  that  the  Company  may  at 
once  undertake  for  the  conveyance 
direCtly  to-cur  ports,  in  goods,  of 
the  whole  remittable  property  of 
Britifh  refidents  in  India,  and  the 
whole  returns  of  Britifh  manufac¬ 
tures,  fuppofing  that  no  part  of  either 
fhould  be  lent  home  in  bills  on  the 
Company,  which,  however,  is  at 
prefent,  and  likely  to  be  at  all  times 
hereafter,  utterly  improbable. 

For  this  end,  your  committee 
propofe,  that  the  Company  (hall 
themfelves  furnifh  whatever  amount 
of  tonnage  fhall  be  wanted  for  bring¬ 
ing  home  the  private  trade,  as  here 
deferibed ;  that  they  fhall  fupply 
this  tonnage,  in  (hips  either  wholly 
deftined  to  bring  home  that  private 
trade,  or  whether  fo  deftined  or  not, 
in  (hips  which  fhall  not  be  applied 
to  political  or  warlike purpofes,  but 
fail  from  India  dire&ly  for  the  port 
of  London,  at  fixed  periods,  and 
thofe  periods  moft  convenient  for 
the  fhippers  of  goods  within  the  fair 
weather  feafon. 

That  the  rate  of  freight  on  thefe 
fhips  fhall,  during  war,  be  as  low  as 
that  at  which  the  Indian  fhips  ar¬ 
rived  here  in  the  prefent  feafon  are 
chartered  to  the  Company  ;  and 
that,  in  time  of  peace,  the  rate  fhall 
be  proportionably  reduced. 

That  the  commodities  to  be  per¬ 
mitted  in  the  private  trade,  the 
manner  of  warehoufing  and  fhipping 
them  in  India,  and  receiving  and 
bringing  them  to  the  Company’s 
falcs  here,  fhall  be  fettled  in  the  fpi- 
rit  of  the  exifting  regulations,  and 
with  every  fair  attention  to  the  in. 
tereft  of  the  private  trader. 

That  a  particular  clafs  of  fhips 
fuitable  for  this  fervice  fhall  be  built 
by  the  Company,  to  be  manned  with 


Euroneans,  and  armed  fo  as  to  make 
them  equal,  in  point  of  defence,  to 
the  beft  of  the  Indian  fhips  which 
have  come  to  this  country ;  and 
until  thofe  are  built,  other  proper 
fhips  to  be  fupplied. 

That  if  at  any  time  the  tonnage 
provided  by  the  Company  for  pri¬ 
vate  exports  fhall  not  be  fufficient, 
it  fhall  be  allowable  for  the  govern¬ 
ments  abroad,  on  the  part  of  the 
Company,  to  freight  Indian  fhips, 
for  the  conveyance  of  fuch  goods  as 
cannot  be  otherwife  accommodated  ; 
care  being  taken  that  this  conccf- 
fion  be  not  ft  rained  into  an  indirect 
fanclion  to  the  ordinary  ftated  em¬ 
ployment  of  thofe  fhips,  nor  as  hold¬ 
ing  forth  any  expectation  of  con¬ 
nivance  at  fictitious  pleas  for  the 
introduction  of  them  ;  the  foie  ob- 
jeCt  of  the  Company  being  the  ready 
tranfportation  of  private  goods,  fur- 
nifhed  by  the  capital  of  Britifh  re¬ 
fidents,  as  before  mentioned,  and  the 
removal  of  every  pretence  for  com¬ 
plaint  on  this  fcore. 

That  no  perfon  fhall  be  permitted 
to  embark  in  this  trade,  in  any 
form,  who  has  not  the  licenfe  of  the 
Company  to  refide  in  India. 

Your  committee  truft,  that  thefe 
propofitions  make  full  provifion  for 
the  removal  of  all  the  defeCts  and 
inconveniences  hitherto  complained 
of,  in  refpeCt  to  the  conveyance  of 
private  goods;  they  provide  for 
the  certainty  of  a  fufficient  quantity 
of  proper  tonnage,  for  a  reafonable 
rate  of  freight,  for  the  failing  of  the 
fhips  at  the  feafons  moft  convenient 
for  the  merchants,  and  for  the  direCt 
performance  of  the  voyages,  without 
detention  or  deviation  on  account  of 
political  or  military  objects. 

If  thefe  outlines  fhall  be  adopted 
as  the  bafts  of  the  arrangement  to 
be  now  made,  it  will  then  remain 
to  fill  them  up  with  fuch  regulations 
of  detail  as  fhall  be  found  requifite, 
1  C  4  in 
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in  order  properly  to  aft  upon  them, 
of  which  a  few  particulars  will  be 
found  under  the  head  to  be  prefent- 
ly  mentioned. 

XX.  Your  committee  having 
now,  in  performance  of  the  duty 
with  which  they  were  charged, 
brought  the  talk  they  propofed  to 
themfelves  to  a  clofe,  will  beg  leave 
to  wind  up  the  whole  with  a  fet  of 
refolutions,  comprehending  the  prin. 
cipal  matters  of  this  report.  Thefe 
refolutions  have  been  agreed  upon 
and  palled  by  your  committee ;  and 
it  will  afford  them  great  fatis- 
faftion,  if,  by  the  means  here  pro¬ 
pofed,  or  any  means  proceeding  on 
the  fame  general  principles,  the 
momentous  queftion  which,  from  its 
intricacy  and  extent,  has  engaged 
their  attention  and  that  of  the 
court  fo  long,  fhall  be  fettled  once 
for  all. 

(Signed)  Hugh  Inglis, 

David  Scott, 

Francis. Baring, 
Stephen  Lushington, 
Abraham  Robarts, 
Jacob  Bosanquet, 
John  Roberts, 

Charles  Grant, 
Edward  Parry. 

Eaft-India  Houfe , 

&]th  January  1801. 


No.  s. 

Minutes  of  the  Court  of  Di¬ 
rectors,  of  the  Ath  February 
3  801,  containing  the  Refolutions 
of  the  Special  Committee ,  adopt¬ 
ed  by  the  Court . 

At  a  Court  of  Direftors,  held 
on  Wednefday,  the  4th  February 
1801, 

The  court  proceeding  to  com 
fder  further  the  report  from  the 
fpecial  committee  appointed  to  take 
into  confideration  the  letters  from 
the  right  hon,  Henry  Dunqas,  of 
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the  2d  of  April  and  28  th  of  June 
1800,  and  the  refolutions  founded 
thereon,  which  were  fubmitted.to 
the  court  on  the  27th  ultimo  ; 

The  report  was  read,  and,  on  the 
queftion,  unanimoufly  approved. 

The  faid  refolutions  were  then 
read  ;  and  the  court  approving 
thereof, 

It  was  on  the  queftion, 

I.  Refolved  unanimoufly,  that 
in  the  opinion  of  this  court,  the 
fyftem  by  which  the  Britifh  poffef- 
fions  in  the  Eaft  are  now  held  and 
governed,  is  the  fyftem  beft  adapted 
to  fecure  to  the  nation  the  benefits, 
political  and  commercial,  which 
are  derivable  from  thofe  poiTeftions ; 
and  that  the  eftablirhment  of  an 
open  trade  between  them  and  Great 
Britain  would  not  only  be  fubver- 
ftve  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  Eaft  India  Company,  but,  with, 
out  enfuring  to  this  country  com. 
mercial  advantages  equal  to  thofe 
it  now  enjoys  from  them,  pave  the 
way  for  European  colonization,  and 
ultimately  hazard  the  lofs  of  thofe 
invaluable  acquifitions, 

II.  That  it  is  therefore  equal-, 
ly  the  intereft  of  the  Nation,  and 
the  duty  of  the  Company,  to 
guard  againft  all  principles  and 
meafures  which,  by  an  indefinite 
enlargement  of  the  prefen  t  channel 
of  communication,  in  their  nature 
tend  to  the  introduction,  immediate 
or  gradual,  of  fuch  an  open  inters 
courfe,  and  its  probable  confequent 
colonization. 

III.  That  the  Eaft-India  Com. 
pany,  far  from  entertaining  the 
erroneous  policy  of  limiting  the 
induftry  and  trade  of  their  pro¬ 
vinces  to  the  demands  of  their 
own  commerce,  have  given  fuch 
encouragement  to  both,  as  they 
never  received  under  the  native 
government ;  fo  that  the  fhips  of 
all  nations  in  amity  with  this 
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country  have  free  admillion  there, 
and  the  maritime  exports  from  In¬ 
dia,  exclufiveof  thofe  for  the  Com¬ 
pany,  are  now  greater  than  they 
were  at  any  former  period. 

IV.  That  if  it  were  practi¬ 
cable,  it  would  not  be  expedient 
to  prevent  the  other  European  na¬ 
tions,  who,  by  privilege  or  concef- 
fion,  now  trade  with  Britifh  India, 
from  enjoying  fuch  a  {hare  of  that 
commerce  as  may  ferve  to  fupply 
their  own  confumption  of  Indian 
commodities,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  bring  bullion  into  our  Eaftern 
territories. 

V .  That  the  regulations  efta- 
bliihed  by  the  legiflature  in  1793, 
with  the  profeifed  view  of  extending 
the  exports  of  this  country  to  India, 
and  bringing  direftly  to  it  the  trade 
clandeltinely  carried  on  by  Britifti 
capital  from  India  to  foreign  ports 
in  Europe  and  America,  have  not 
been  mifapplied  or  evaded  by  the 
Company  •  but  that  the  Company 
have,  as  far  as  confifted  with  the 
neceffary  courfe  of  their  own  af¬ 
fairs,  political  and  commercial, 
given  effeCt  to  thofe  regulations, 
though  at  a  confiderable  expence 
to  themfelves  ;  and  that  all  allega¬ 
tions  of  the  growth  of  the  trade 
of  foreigners  with  India,  and  the 
extenficn  of  the  clandeftine  trade 
from  India,  by  means  of  any  fuch 
mifapjdication  on  the  part  of  the 
Company,  are  unfounded. 

VI.  That,  according  to  the 
molt  authentic  information  which 
has  appeared  on  the  fubjeCl  of  clan¬ 
deftine  trade,  particularly  the  pub¬ 
lic  regifter  of  exports  and  imports 
kept  in  Bengal,  that  trade  has  not, 
of  late  years,  increafed,  but  rather 
diminifhed ;  and  that  the  amount 
of  the  clandeftine  trade  of  Bengal, 
the  centre  of  our  eaftern  power  and 
commerce,  whether  the  faid  trade 
has  been  fed  by  that  part  of  the 


capital  of  Britifh  refidents  which 
was  not  fentdireClly  to  this  country, 
or  by  any  other  fource,  cannot,  on 
an  average  of  four  years  ending 
with  1798.9,  reafonably  be  efti- 
mated  to  have  exceeded  twenty-five 
lacks  of  rupees  per  annum. 

VII.  That  from  this  impor¬ 
tant  fad;,  as  well  as  from  a  variety 
of  other  evidence,  exifting  in  the 
recent  proceedings  of  the  Company’s 
governments  abroad,  it  may  fafely 
be  concluded,  that  any  increafe 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  courfe 
of  the  war5  in  the  trade  of  fo¬ 
reigners  with  our  fettlements,  is 
the  increafe  of  a  trade  carried  on, 
bona  fide ,  for  their  own  account, 
and,  in  a  great  degree,  with  fpecie 
which  they  import  into  India,  and 
pay  for  the  goods  they  export ;  and 
that  this  is  a  trade  which,  in  found 
policy,  ought  to  be  permitted. 

VIII.  That  the  trade  carried 
on  with  Europe  from  the  Indian 
fettlements  of  our  enemies,  the 
French,  Dutch,  and  Spaniards, 
which  is  faid  to  have  greatly  in¬ 
creafed  through  the  late  mifma- 
nagement  of  the  Company,  fiou-. 
rifhed,  long  before  theprefent  times, 
in  a  greater  degree  than  it  does 
now,  and  could  not  have  been  de- 
preffed  by  any  meafures  within  the 
Company’s  power  ;  nor  would  it 
be  a  wife  policy,  under  the  notion 
of  bringing  that  trade  to  our  ports, 
to  nourifh,  as  in  fact  we  thus 
fnould,  the  fource  whence  it  pro¬ 
ceeds. 

IX.  That  as  it  is  the  wifh 
of  the  Company  to  give  free  fcope 
to  the  native  powers  of  their  Indian 
fubjedts  in  agriculture  and  manufac¬ 
tures,  fo  it  is  alfo  their  with  to  ex- 
ercife  the  rights  and  privileges  they 
poflefs  in  the  government  and  com¬ 
merce  of  India,  not  in  the  narrow 
fpirit  of  rigid  monopoly,  but  liber¬ 
ally  to  the  benefit  of  the  nation  at 
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large.  They  thus,  before  the  laft 
renewal  of  their  charter,  occasional¬ 
ly  permitted  the  importation  of  pri¬ 
vate  goods  on  their  Ships,  and  encou¬ 
raged  the  culture  and  importation 
of  feveral  valuable  articles  on  pri¬ 
vate  account,  particularly  fugar  and 
indigo,  the  latter  of  which  has  be¬ 
come  one  of  the  grand  Staples  of  the 
Indian  trade,  as  both  together  con- 
fiitute  the  chief  caufes  of  the  in¬ 
crease  in  the  Me  amount  of  privi¬ 
leged  goods  for  forne  late  years : 
and  the  Company  are  ftill  defirous 
to  fecure  to  the  nation  all  the  trade 
which  the  capital  of  Britifh  refi- 
dents  in  India  yet  carries  on  from 
that  country  to  foreign  Europe  and 
America. 

X.  That  the  only  certain  con¬ 
siderable  capital,  which  at  pre¬ 
sent  exifls  in  Britifh  India,  for  an 
export  trade  from  that  country  to 
Europe,  is  formed  by  fuch  part  of 
the  favings  of  Britifh  refidents  in 
India  as  is  not  remitted  to  Eng¬ 
land  by  bills  of  exchange,  of  one 
defcription  or  another,  on  the  Com¬ 
pany,  who  now  provide  fo  amply 
in  this  way  for  thepurpofe  of  trans¬ 
ferring  the  fortunes  of  individuals ; 
and  that  the  amount  of  fuch  portion 
of  the  favings  of  Britifh  refidents 
as  is  not  fent  home  by  bills  on  the 
Company,  can  never,  in  the  nature 
of  things,  exceed  a  certain  moderate 
limit,  which  will  probably  be  efti- 
mated  largely  if  taken  at  half  a 
million  Sterling  per  annum.  Should, 
indeed,  the  natives  of  Britifh  India 
defire  to  in  veil  any  money,  bona 
Jide ,  on  their  own  account,  in  ex¬ 
ports  from  India  to  Britain,  (to 
which  it  does  not  appear  that  they 
Show  much  difpofition  at  prcfent,) 
this  may  be  admitted,  under  proper 
regulations,  as  an  addition  to  the 
capital  of  Indian  export  to  Europe  ; 
and  thefe  two  fources,  with  any 
circulating  property  poileffed  by 


Britifh  traders  and  manufacturers  in 
India,  not  in  the  fervice  of  the 
Company,  which  circulating  pro¬ 
perty,  in  the  whole,  after  allowing 
for  the  part  of  it  that  ought  to  be 
employed  in  the  coafiing  trade  of 
India,  can  hardly  be  imagined  to 
amount  to  any  confiderable  fum, 
fupply  the  whole  aggregate  of  the 
capital  of  Britifh  India  applicable 
to  an  export  trade  in  articles,  either 
new  or  old,  from  that  country  to 
Europe. 

XI.  That  if  to  this  ag¬ 
gregate  capital,  which  may  be 
termed  the  prefent  maximum  of 
the  native  flock  of  Britifh  India 
for  a  trade  to  Europe,  it  became  a 
pradice  to  add  capital  belonging  to 
private  refidents  in  Great  Britain, 
and  train  (planted  to  India  for  the 
purpofe  of  forcing  the  productions 
of  that  country  beyond  the  ability 
of  its  own  means,  this  would  be 
the  introduction  of  one  of  the  firft 
principles  of  the  Colonial  or  Weft. 
Indian  fy Item ;  and  if  it  were  fanc- 
tioned,  diredly  or  impliedly,  by 
any  public  regulation,  it  would  tend 
greatly^  to  extend  the  relations  and 
intercourfes  between  thofe  countries 
and  this,  as  well  as  to  fuperfede, 
covertly,  if  not  openly,  the  prohi¬ 
bition  to  Europeans  not  to  occupy 
lands  there,  which  prohibition  is 
already,  in  a  variety  of  inftances, 
difpenfed  with ;  and  thus,  without 
any  certainty  of  ultimate  commer¬ 
cial  benefit  to  the  Britifh  empire  at 
large,  a  change  would  be  com¬ 
menced  in  the  prefent  fyftem  of  In¬ 
dian  policy,  which  is  allowed  to 
be  the  belt  for  the  maintenance  of 
thofe  diftant  poffeflions. 

XII.  That  as  the  produce  of 
every  country  rnuft,  in  the  courfe 
of  things,  bear  a  certain  proportion 
or  relation  to  the  demand  made  for 
it,  fo  there  appears  no  reafon  to 
doubt,  that  the  productions  of  Bru 
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tifh.  India,  fit  for  the  European 
market,  whether  railed  by  its  own 
native  flock  of  capital,  as  above 
defcribed,  or  occafionally  quick¬ 
ened  by  importations  of  bullion 
from  foreign  Europe  and  America, 
have  ufually  had  a  current  vent 
into  one  or  other  of  the  channels  of 
trade  now  open  with  that  country  ; 
that  hence  the  alleged  difficulties 
of  conveying  goods  by  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  fhips  have  not  prevented  the 
difpofal  ot  all  the  produce  which 
the  capital  of  the  country  raifed ; 
and  therefore  the  plea  fo  often  urged 
by  perfons  interested  in  the  private 
trade,  that  the  Company  fhould  per¬ 
mit  the  furplus  produce  of  the  coun¬ 
try  to  be  exported,  proceeds  upon 
loofe  erroneous  implications ;  becaufe 
when  ufed  in  thefe  general  terms, 
it  feems  to  convey  what  is  not  the 
iadl,  either  that  the  Company  wifh 
to  prevent  the  exportation  of  what 
they  do  not  themfelves  require,  or 
that  the  produce  of  the  country  re¬ 
mains  on  hand  for  want  of  fale  ; 
and  when  applied,  more  particularly, 
to  infer  that  the  furplus  produce 
fhould  be  brought  immediately  to 
Britain,  it  does  not  diferiminate 
the  bona  fide  foreign  trade  to  India 
which  ought  to  be  permitted. 

XIII.  That  as  from  an  early- 
period  of  the  Company’s  terri¬ 
torial  adminiftration,  the  acqui- 
fi  cions  of  Britifh  fubjefts  in  India 
have,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree, 
unhappily  fupported  the  trade  of 
foreign  Europe  from  the  Eaft,  and 
notwithftanding  the  means  which 
the  Company  have  ufed,  by  opening 
channels  for  the  remittance  of  pri¬ 
vate  fortunes,  both  in  bills  and  in 
goods,  direCtly  to  this  country, 
that  medium  of  conveyance  through 
foreigners  appears  to  be,  in  fome 
meafure,  {till  employed  ;  this  court, 
following  the  principles  before  laid 


down,  agree  in  opinion  with  the 
right  hon.  Henry  Dundas,  as  to 
the  expediency  of  affording  to  Bri- 
tifh  refidents,  who  may  choofe  to 
convey  their  property  to  Europe 
in  goods,  whatever  means,  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  thofe  already  fubfifling, 
may  be  fairly  fufficient  <o  induce 
them  to  configh  thofe  goods  imme¬ 
diately  to  the  mother  country. 
And  though  the  court  confider  the 
fortunes  of  Britifh  individuals  not 
remitted  by  bills  on  the  Company, 
(in  which  a  very  large  fum  is  fent 
home  annually,)  together  with  fuch 
confignments  as  European  manufac¬ 
turers  and  the  natives  of  India  may 
furnifh  from  their  own  flock,  to 
conftitute  the  total  capital  of  Bri¬ 
tifh  India,  at  prefent  applicable  to 
a  trade  with  Europe,  (that  is,  of 
capital  originating  in  India,  con- 
tradiftinguifhed  from  capital  trans¬ 
ferred  thither  from  Europe,)  yet 
being  of  opinion,  that  to  remove  all 
colour  for  complaint  on  this  fcore, 
the  Company  may  afford  ample 
means  for  conveying  in  goods  even 
the  total  remittable  property  of 
Britifh  refidents,  they  offer  the  fol¬ 
lowing  propofitions  for  bringing 
accordingly  the  whole  trade  formed 
by  that  aggregate  capital,  as  well 
as  the  confignments  of  European 
manufactures,  direCtly  to  the  port  of 
London. 

1.  That,  in  addition  to  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  three  thoufand  tons  of  {hip¬ 
ping,  now  annually  allotted  to  the 
exports  of  individuals  from  India, 
three,  four,  or  five  thoufand  tons 
more,  or  as  much  as  may  be  want¬ 
ing,  fhall  be  affigned. 

2.  That  the  {hipping  to  be  thus 
annually  employed  fhall  be  wholly 
applied  to  the  ufe  of  private  traders, 
and  fhall  neither  be  deftined  nor 
detained,  for  political  or  warlike 
Services,  in  India,  but  fail  from 
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thence  dire&ly  for  the  port  of  Lon- 
den,  at  fixed  periods,  within  the 
fair  weather  feafon. 

3.  That  the  rate  of  freight  from 
India  on  thofe  fhips  (hall,  during 
war,  be  as  low  as  that  at  which 
the  Indian  fhips,  arrived  here  in  the 
prefent  feafon,  are  chartered  to  the 
Company ;  and  in  time  of  peace, 
the  rate  of  freight  fhall  be  propor- 
tionably  reduced. 

4 .  That  all  commodities  of  the 
produce  of  the  continent,  or  of  the 
jbritifh  territories  in  India,  fhall 
be  permitted  to  be  laden  on  thofe 
fhips,  excepting  only  piece  goods, 
raw-filk,  and  falt-petre,  which 
fhall  not  be  laden  unlefs  by  fpecial 
iicenfe  from  the  Company,  or  their 
governments  abroad. 

5.  That  the  goods  to  be  exported 
on  private  account,  be,  as  now,  re¬ 
ceived  into  the  Company’s  ware- 
houfes  in  India ;  and  that  the  fame 
care  be  taken  in  aiTorting  them  into 
cargoes,  in  due  proportions  of  light 
and  heavy  goods,  according  to  the 
deliveries  into  the  warehoufes,  as 
is  obferved  in  forming  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  own  cargoes. 

(j.  That  thefe  o-oods  fhall  be 

O 

brought  to  the  Company’s  ware¬ 
houfes  in  London,  and  thence  to 
their  Tales,  in  the  regular  order, 
fubjeCt  to  the  charge  of  three  per 
cent,  now  allowed  to  the  Company 
for  landing,  warehoufmg,  and  fell¬ 
ing  private  goods. 

7.  That  the  fhips  to  be  employed 
in  this  fervice  fhall  be  built  for  the 
purpofe  by  the  Company,  and  fnall 
be  of  the  defcription  beft  calculated 
for  the  propofed  trade.  In  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  this  court,  they  may  be  of 
the  burthen  of  five  hundred  tons 
builder’s  meafurement,  or  there¬ 
about,  and  equipped  on  what  is 
called  the  difmantled  plan  ;  but  be 
manned  with  Europeans,  and  armed 


fo  as  to  make  them  equal,  in  point 
of  fafety  and  defence,  to  the  beft  of 
the  Indian  fhips  which  have  come 
to  this  country.  The  fize  and 
equipment,  however,  of  thefe  fhips, 
may  be  more  minutely  confidered 
hereafter  ;  and  until  they  are  built, 
other  ftout  and  proper  fhips,  or  the 
regular  fhips  of  the  Company^,  as 
far  as  they  fhall  be  wanted,  (hall  be 
employed  in  this  fervice,  on  the 
terms  before  mentioned. 

8.  That  when  the  private  goods 
provided  for  exportation  from  India 
fhall  not  ferve  ta  fill  all  the  fhips 
fent  out  for  them,  the  Company 
fhall  put  gruff  goods  into  thofe 
fhips  on  theirown  account. 

g.  That  if,  at  anv  time,  the  ton¬ 
nage  provided  by  the  Company  for 
private  exports  fhould  not  be  fuf- 
ficient  for  all  the  goods  prepared 
for  exportation,  it  fhall  be  allow¬ 
able  for  the  governments  abroad, 
on  the  part  of  the  Company,  to 
freight  Indian  fhips,  for  the  con¬ 
veyance  of  fuch  goods  as  cannot  be 
otherwife  accommodated  ;  care  be¬ 
ing  taken  that  this  conceffion  be  not 
drained  beyond  its  juft  objeCt,  the 
ready  and  convenient  tranfportation 
of  private  goods  furnifhed  by  the 
capitals  of  Britifh  refidents,  or 
fent  as  the  returns  of  Britifh  manu¬ 
factures. 

10.  That  no  perfon  fhall  be 
admitted  to  embark  in  this  trade, 
as  principal  or  agent,  who  is  not 
Jjcenfed  by  the  Company  to  refide 
in  India. 

XIV.  That  although  this  court 
is  well  convinced  of  the  public 
views  with  which  the  right  hop*' 
Henry  Dundas  has  countenanced 
the  idea  of  bringing  the  produce 
of  India,  exported  thence  on  ac¬ 
count  of  Britifh  refidents,  to  this 
country,  on  private  Indian  fnips, 
yet  the  propofals  which  have  beep 
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"brought  forward  by  certain  de- 
fcriptions  of  men,  both  in  India 
and  in  England,  for  the  admiihon 
of  their  fhips  into  the  trade  and  na¬ 
vigation  between  India  and  Europe, 
propofals  which  extend  to  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  a  regular  fyftematic 
privilege  in  favour  of  fuch  fhips, 
appear  to  this  court,  when  maturely 
weighed,  and  followed  into  all 
their  operations,  to  involve  prin¬ 
ciples  and  effects  dangerous  to  the 
interefts  both  of  the  Company  and 
of  the  Nation.  In  the  opinion  of 
this  court,  the  adoption  of  thofe 
propofals  would  immediately  and 
elfentially  affeCt  both  the  fyftem 
of  policy  which  the  legillature  has 
eftablifhed,  for  maintaining  the 
connection  and  communication  be¬ 
tween  this  country  and  Britifh 
India,  and  the  chartered  privileges 
©f  the  Eaft  India  Company  ;  and 
the  introduction  of  any  practice  of 
this  nature  would  tend  to  widen, 
gradually  and  indefinitely,  the  chan¬ 
nel  of  intercourfe  between  India 
and  Britain  ;  to  multiply  the  rela¬ 
tions  jaetween  individuals  in  the 
two  countries ;  to  pour  Europeans 
of  the  lower  fort  into  India,  and 
Indian  failors  into  this  country  ;  to 
lefien,  by  both  thefe  means,  the 
refpeCt  for  the  European  character, 
which  has  hitherto  contributed  to 
maintain  our  afcendancy  in  the  Eaft  ; 
to  difturb  and  fhake  our  govern¬ 
ment  there ;  and,  in  a  word,  to 
lead  progreffively,  but  furely,  to 
colonization. 

With  refpedt  to  the  Eaft  India 
Company,  the  introduction  of  this 
practice  would  fet  up  a  certain  clafs 
of  perfons,  with  peculiar  privileges, 
who  would,  in  effeCt,  conftitute 
another  Company,  having  a  com¬ 
mon  intereft,  and  that  intereft  very 
likely  to  be  underftood  as  oppoftd 
to  the  intereft  of  the  old  Company, 
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and  hence  to  generate  difputes  and 
hoftilities. 

With  refpeCt  to  Britifh  fub- 
jeCts  in  general,  new  rights  would 
thus  be  eftablifhed  in  favour  of  a 
few,  to  which  all  might  think 
themfelves  entitled,  which  many 
would  endeavour  openly  or  clan- 
deftinely  to  fhare,  (invited  by  the 
expeCted  profits  of  freight  as  well 
as  of  trade,)  and  in  the  end  would 
unavoidably  fucceed  in  lharing;  all 
which,  this  court  fear,  would  tend, 
more  and  more,  to  throw  the  com¬ 
munication  between  the  two  coun¬ 
tries  quite  open,  and  to  remove  that 
great  and  effectual  medium,  the 
Eaft-India  Company,  by  whom  the 
connection  has  hitherto  been  pre¬ 
fer  ved,  fo  much  to  the  benefit  of 
both.  And  in  a  commercial  view, 
the  introduction  of  a  privilege  of 
this  kind  is  unneceffary,  fince  the 
true  intereft  of  this  country  does 
not  require  that  it  fhould  transfer 
capital  to  India  to  raife  a  trade 
there,  fince  it  is  fufficiently  evi¬ 
dent  that  there  is  in  India  itfelf 
no  great  capital  which  wants  to 
exert  itfelf  in  the  European  trade  ; 
and  fince,  for  the  conveyance  to 
this  country  of  the  property  of  Bri¬ 
tifh  refidents  inverted  in  merchan¬ 
dize,  the  Company  are  willing  to 
make,  and  this  court  now  propofe 
ample  provision.  The  objeCt  of 
acquiring  profit  by  the  freight  of 
fhips  propofed  to  be  thus  intro¬ 
duced,  inftead  of  being  an  argument 
for  their  admiffion,  is  a  ftropo-  ?r- 
gument  agamft  it ;  becaufe  that  ob¬ 
ject  would  excite  the  employment 
of  private  fhips  to  and  from  India, 
independent  of  any  previous  occa- 
fion  for  them,  for  the  tranfportation 
of  goods,  and  thus  force  a  trade,  in 
which,  fooner  or  later,  merchants 
in  Europe  would  become  parties, 
and  fuch  various  competition  be 
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Introduced,  as  would  neceflarilv 

'  j 

tend  to  antiquate  the  prefent  fyftem 
of  regulated  monopoly,  without  any 
affurance  of  equal  advantage  and 
fafety  to  the  political,  financial, 
and  commercial  interefts  of  this 
country.  And  for  all  thefe  reafons 
this  court  cannot  but  earneftly  de¬ 
precate  the  fyftematic  admiftion  of 
any  fuch  privilege  as  is  now  re¬ 
quired  by  the  above  defcription  of 
perfons. 

XV.  That  this  court,  perfuaded 
the  view  ofven  in  thefe  refolutions 

o 

of  the  important  fubjedf  referred  to 
their  coniideration,  will  be  juftified 
by  the  documents  that  have  been 
before  them,  fome  of  which,  mate¬ 
rial  in  themfeives,  and  others  only 
lately  arrived  from  India,  they 
fuppofe  have  not  yet  been  perufed 
by  the  right  hon.  Mr.  Dundas ; 
and  perfuaded,  alfo,  that  it  is  the 
principle  of  that  right  hon.  gentle¬ 
man,  fairly  to  maintain  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company,  as  therein  confulting  the 
true  intereft  of  the  Nation,  beg  to 
propofe  a  full  difcufilon  of  this  im¬ 
portant  fubjedl  with  Mr.  Dundas, 
in  the  deliberate  manner  obferved 
at  the  late  renewal  of  the  charter, 
and  do  accordinglv  lay  before  him 
the  judgment  of  this  court,  with  all 
the  reafons  and  authorities  on  which 
it  is  founded. 


No.  4. 

Letter  from  the  Right  Honourable 
Henry  Dundas  to  the  Chair¬ 
man,  dated  2 1 ft  March  1801. 

Wimbledon,  aid  March  1801. 

SIR, 

I  have  attentively  perufed  and 
confidered  the  refolutions  which  the 
court  of  directors  unanimoufiy  came 
to  on  the  4th  of  February  left,  re- 
fpefting  the  correfpondence  I  have 
had  with  them  on  the  fubjedt  of  the 


private  trade  between  India  and 
Europe  ;  and  it  will  not  be  neceflary 
to  trouble  you  with  many  additional 
obfervations  on  that  fubjedl.  The 
refolutions  are  diftindlly  and  clearly 
Hated,  and  the  propofition  in  the  laft 
of  them,  exprefiing  a  defire  for  a 
free  and  full  difcufiion  of  this  impor¬ 
tant  fubjedt,  is  perfedlly  fair  and  can¬ 
did  ;  and  the  court  of  diredtors  may 
refi  afiured,  that  upon  this,  and  every 
other  fubjedt  connedted  with  their 
interefts,  I  fhall  be  ready  and  happy, 
in  every  fttuation,  public  or  private, 
to  give  every  aid  to  their  delibera¬ 
tions  which  they  may  defire  to  obtain 
from  me. 

Upon  the  firft,  fecond,  third, 
fourth,  ninth,  tenth,  eleventh  and 
twelfth  refolutions,  I  have  only  to 
obferve,  that  my  opinions  entirely 
accord  with  the  general  principles 
detailed  therein. 

With  regard  to  the  fifth,  fixth* 
feventh  and  eighth,  I  only  paufe  in 
giving  any  opinion,  from  not  having 
before  me  the  particular  documents 
and  materials,  eftablifhing  the  fadls 
upon  which  thofe  refolutions  are 
founded. 

The  thirteenth  refolution  contains 
the  principles  and  details  of  the 
meafure,  upon  which  the  court  of 
diredtors  are  difpofed  to  adt ;  and  if 
the  bafis  upon  which  the  refolution 
proceeds  is  admitted  to  be  the  beft 
which  is  applicable  to  the  fubjedl, 
the  details  feem  aptly  devifed  for 
the  due  execution  of  thofe  principles. 
But  it  is  upon  the  principle  and  bafis 
of  the  meafure  which  I  ftill  have  the 
mortifica  tion  to  find  myfelf  in  a  dif- 
ference  of  opinion  from  thofe  whofe 
integrity  and  talents  I  am  equally 
bound  to  acknowledge ;  and  this 
radical  difference  is  the  more  to  be 
regretted,  becaufe  the  great  objddl 
of  folicitude  which  both  parties  en¬ 
tertain  is  precifely  the  fame.  We 
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a,re  both  ftrenuoiifiy 
that  the  prefervation  of  the  monopoly 
of  the  Eaft- India  Company  is  effen- 
tially  requifite  for  the  fecurity  of 
every  important  intereil  conneded 
with  our  Indian  empire ;  and  fo 
deeply  am  I  impreffed  with  the  truth 
of  that  proportion,  I  am  prepared 
explicitly  to  declare,  that  although 
the  firft  formation  of  an  Eaft- India 
Company  proceeded  upon  purely 
commercial  conliderations,  the  mag¬ 
nitude  and  importance  to  which  the 
Eaft- India  Company  has  progref- 
fively  advanced,  is  now  fo  inter¬ 
woven  with  the  political  interefts  of 
the  empire,  as  to  create  upon  my 
mind  a  firm  conviction,  that  the 
maintenance  of  the  monopoly  of  the 
Eaft-India  Company  is  even  more 
important  to  the  political  interefts  of 
the  State,  than  it  is  to  the  commercial 
interefts  of  the  Company. 

With  this  conviction  fo  ftrongly 
impreffed  upon  my  mind,  you  will 
give  me  credit,  when  I  allure  you, 
that  I  have  reviewed  my  own 
opinions  with  the  moft  jealous  at¬ 
tention,  and  that  I  have  weighed, 
with  the  moft  anxious  care,  the  argu¬ 
ments  of  thofe  who  fuppofe  that 
the  fyftem  which  I  have  recommend¬ 
ed  is  likely  to  produce  any  incon¬ 
venience  or  danger  to  the  rights, 
privileges,  and  exclufive  interefts  of 
the  Eaft-India  Company  ;  but  it  is 
my  misfortune  to  view  the  fubjed 
in  an  oppofite  light.  If  any  thing 
can  endanger  that  monopoly,  it  is 
an  unnecelfary  adherence  to  points 
not  eifential  for  its  exiftence  ;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  if  it  is  fee n  and 
felt  by  fober,  thinking,  and  wife 
men,  that  every  facility  is  given 
fpontaneoufly  by  the  Company, 
which  can  be  given  confidently  with 
their  commercial  interefts,  and  the 
political  welfare  of  the  State,  that 
confideration  will  prefent  an  im¬ 


pregnable  rampart  againft  any  at¬ 
tack,  which  at  any  time  either  the 
fecret  or  the  avowed  enemies  of  the 
Company  may  be  difpofed  to  make, 
againft  the  fyftem  of  Indian  govern¬ 
ment  now  eftablifhed,  in  connection 
with  the  exclufive  charter  of  the 
Eaft-India  Company. 

It  was  my  in  tent  ion  to  have  en¬ 
tered  more  at  large  into  a  detailed 
confideration  of  this  view  of  the  fub¬ 
jed;  but  fince  I  began  to  write,  I 
have  received,  and  carefully  perufed, 
the  letter  of  the  30th  September  laft, 
recently  tranfmitted  from  the  go¬ 
vernment-general  of  India  ;  and  as 
that  letter  has,  with  clearnefs  and 
perfpicuity,  ably  detailed,  and  in  my 
opinion  demonftrated  the  grounds 
ot  thofe  opinions  which  I  have  from 
time  to  time  taken  the  liberty  of 
laying  before  the  court  of  directors 
upon  the  fubjed  of  Indian  trade,  I 
fhould  confider  it  as  an  unnecelfary 
wafte  of  time,  if  I  was  to  trouble 
you  with  a  repetition  of  the  topics 
therein  ftated. 

It  is  fcarcely  necelfary  for  me  to 
obferve,  that  in  all  the  difeuftions  I 
have  had  on  the  fubjed  with  the 
court  of  directors,  I  have  not  been 
entitled  to  exercife  any  authority  in 
the  determination  of  the  fubjed.  It 
is  a  fubjed  over  which  the  commif- 
fioners  for  the  affairs  of  India  have 
no  controul ;  and  whatever  I  have 
ftated,  or  now  ftate,  or  may  here¬ 
after  ftate,  muft  be  received  from 
me  in  my  individual  capacity  ;  and 
therefore,  if  either  my  reafoning  and 
judgment,  or  the  reafoning  of  your 
government  abroad,  has  not  the  ef- 
fed  of  varying  the  opinion  of  the 
court  of  directors,  I  truft  you  will 
not  delay  ading  upon  the  principles 
detailed  in  the  refolutions  you  have 
done  me  the  honour  to  communicate 
to  me ;  for  the  worft  refult  that  can 
arife  from  the  difeufilon  is,  any  fur¬ 
ther 
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ther  delay  in  coming  to  a  decifion 
upon  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  mod  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 
Henry  Dundas. 

*The  Chairman  of  the  Eaf- 
India  Company. 

No.  5. 

better  from  the  Governor-General  to 
the  Court  of  Directors,  dated  Fort 
William ,  the  SO  th  September 
1  800,  and  received  over-land  the 
2d  March  1801. 

Fort  William,  30th  Sept.  1800. 

HONOURABLE  SIRS, 

1 .  Having  deemed  it .  to  be  my 
duty  to  revert,  during  the  prefent 
feafon,  to  my  plan  of  the  5  th  of  Oc¬ 
tober  1798,  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  private-trade  between  India 
and  the  port  of  London,  I  now  have 
the  honour  to  fubmit  to  your  ho¬ 
nourable  court,  a  view  of  the  urgent 
confiderations  which  have  determin¬ 
ed  me  to  adopt  this  temporary  ar¬ 
rangement  for  the  current  year  ;  and 
to  add  the  reafons  which  induce  me 
to  hope,  that  your  honourable  court 
will  fpeedily  confirm  my  proceed¬ 
ings,  by  a  permanent  fyftem  of  regu¬ 
lar  ion  founded  on  fimiiar  principles. 

2.  Your  orders  of  the  25  th  of 
May  1798  were  not  received  by 
the  governor  -  general  in  council 
until  the  29th  of  OCtober  in  that 
year,  when  the  arrangement  for  the 
private  tonnage  of  the  feafon  of 
\  798-9  had  already  been  published, 
and  feveral  (hips  and  cargoes  had 
been  already  provided,  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  advertifement  of 
the  5th  of  October  1798.  Under 
fuch  circumftances,  it  would  neither 
have  been  juft  nor  expedient  to 
have  difturbed  that  arrangement; 
but  my  dilpatches  in  council  of  the 


lft  of  March,  and  my  feparate  let¬ 
ter  of  the  9th  of  March  1800, 
will  have  apprized  your  honourable 
court,  that  I  had  confidered  it  to 
be  my  duty  to  adhere  ftri&iy,  in 
the  year  1799- 1800,  to  your  orders 
of  the  25  th  of  May  17-98  ;  and  that, 
in  deference  to  your  authority,  I 
had  fufpended  for  the  feafon  1799- 
1800,  the  operation  of  the  plan- 
contained  in  the  advertifement  of 
the  5th  of  Oftober  1798,  although, 
my  conviction  remained  unaltered 
with  regard  to  the  expediency  and 
j office  of  that  plan. 

3.  I  entertained  a  confident  ex¬ 
pectation,  that  I  (hould  have  re¬ 
ceived,  ^at  an  early  period  of  the 
feafon,  the  fanCtion  of  your  honour¬ 
able  court,  for- reverting  to  the 
plan  of  October  1798,  or  for  adopt¬ 
ing  feme  arrangement  equally  cal¬ 
culated  to  facilitate  and  encourage 
the  private  trade  between  India  and 
England;  and  my  letter  in  council 
of  the  iff  of  March,  as  well  as  my 
feparate  letter  to  your  honourable 
court,  of  the  gth  of  March  1800, 
will  have  fatisfied  you  of  my  difpo* 
fit-ion  to  await  your  final  determi¬ 
nation  on  this  important  fubjeCf, 
and  to  avoid  even  a  temporary  de¬ 
parture,  without  your  direCf  autho¬ 
rity,  from  your  orders  of  the  25  th  of 
May  1798, 

4.  But  I  have  been  difappointed 
in  my  expectation  of  receiving  an 
early  and  feafonable  notification  of 
your  final  commands  ;  and  the  ufual 
feafon  for  exportation  from  this  port 
to  Europe  is  already  opening,  under 
iuch  circumftances  as  abfolutely 
compel  me  to  adopt  a  refolution, 
which  my  duty  and  inclination 
would  have  induced  me  to  delay. 

5.  In  the  difpatch  *  from  the 
governor-general  in  council  to  your 
honourable  court,  dated  the  13th 

inftant, 
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snftant,  I  had  the  honour  to  fubmit 
to  you  a  ftatement  of  the  intended 
diftribution  in  India  of  the  tonnage 
provided  by  you,  for  conveying  the 
Company’s  inveftments  of  Bengal, 
Fort  St.  George,  and  Bombay,  and 
thefe  of  Ceylon  and  Fort  Marlbo¬ 
rough,  to  England,  in  the  feafon  of 
1800-1. 

6.  From  that  ftatement,  your 
honourable  court  will  cbferve,  that 
the  expected  amount  of  the  tonnage 
of  l  800-1  is  inadequate  to  the  de¬ 
mand  in  India,  and  that  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  gruff  goods  belonging 
to  the  Company  at  this  prefidency, 
and  nearly  *  the  whole  of  the  pri¬ 
vate  goods,  for  which  the  Company 
is  bound  by  law  to  furnifh  tonnage, 
cannot  be  (hipped  during  the  feafon 
1800-1  for  England,  unlefs  (hips 
built  in  India  (hall  be  employed  be¬ 
tween  this  port  and  that  of  London. 

7.  The  employment  of  (hips  built 
in  India  between  this  port  and  that 
of  London,  is  therefore  no  longer 
merely  a  queftio-n  of  expediency,  or 
of  liberal  commercial  policy.  The 
deficiency  of  the  tonnage  expected 
from  Europe  reduces  me  to  the  ab- 
folute  neceffity  of  providing  a  large 
proportion  of  Indian  tonnage  for  the 
fervice  of  the  prefent  feafon,  in  or¬ 
der  to  fecure  the  conveyance  of  the 
heavy  articles  of  your  inveftment, 
and  to  fulfil  your  legal  obligations. 
The  only  queftion  on  which  I  re¬ 
tain  the  power  of  exercifing  a  free 
judgment  with  relation  to  this  fub- 
jetft,  is  confined  to  the  mode  of  ob¬ 
taining  the  neceflary  tonnage  for 
thefe  indifpenfable  purpofes, 

8.  In  forming  my  decifion  on 
this  queftion,  it  was  alfo  neceif^y  to 
confider  what  provifion  fhould  be 
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made  for  the  conveyance  to  the  port 
of  London  of  fuch  goods  as  might 
be  provided  during  the  current  fea¬ 
fon,  by  private  Britilh  merchants 
refident  in  India,  beyond  the  amount 
of  the  ftatutable  tonnap-e  of  3000 
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tons,  and  by  what  regulation  the  ex¬ 
portation  of  fuch  goods  (hould  be 
governed.  The  importance  and  ur¬ 
gency  of  both  thefe  confiderations 
were  greatly  enhanced  by  the  actual 
(late  of  the  foreign  trade  of  this  port. 

g.  The  nature  of  the  cafe  appear¬ 
ed  to  me  to  limit  my  decifion  to  an 
option  between  the  regulation  ob- 
ferved  in  the  feafon  1799- 1800 
(conformably  to  the  orders  of  your 
honourable  court  of  the  25th  May 
1798),  and  the  plan  contained  in  the 
advertifement  publiftied  by  the  board 
of  trade,  under  my  orders,  on  the 
5  th  of  October  1798. 

10.  I  have  carefully  compared 
the  principles,  objects,  policy,  and 
practical  operation  of  both  fyftems  ; 
and  I  have  now  the  honour  to  lay 
before  your  honourable  court  the 
refult  of  that  comparifon. 

1 1 .  The  orders  of  your  honour¬ 
able  court  of  the  25th  of  May  1798, 
wrere  framed  with  a  view  of  facili¬ 
tating  and  encouraging  the  private 
.trade  between  India  and  England. 
The  primary  objects  of  thofe  orders 
were,  to  protect  the  merchants,  not 
being  proprietors  of  (hips,  aga’nft 
any  undue  enhancement  of  the  price 
of  freight  by  the  proprietors  of  (hips, 
and  to  prevent  perfons,  being  pro¬ 
prietors  of  (hips,  and  alfo  merchants, 
from  trading  to  greater  advantage 
than  fuch  merchants  as  might  not 
unite  both  capacities. 

12.  From  the  difpatches  of  the 
governor-general  in  council,  dated 

±  D  the 


*  1  he  whole  of  the  private  goods  of  this  feafon  muft  be  (hipped  in  Indian  (hipping, 
with  the  exception  of  a  fniall  proportion  oi  light  goods,  which  may  be  employed  to 
afi'ort  the  cargoes  of  the  extra  (hips. 

N.  B.  This  and  the  following  notes  totals  letter  (except  the  fiiftnote  in  page  31) 
ate  mlerted  by  the  governor-general  himfelf  in  the  original. 
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the  lft  March  1800,  and  from  the 
correfpondence  to  which  thofe  dif- 
patches  refer,  your  honourable  court 
will  have  obferved,  that  your  order 
of  the  25th  May  1798,  was  con- 
fidered  by  the  merchants,  for  whofe 
benefit  it  was  intended,  (particular¬ 
ly  by  the  proprietors  of  heavy  goods) 
to  be  extremely  prejudicial  to  their 
intereft. 

IS.  Thofe  orders  were  received 
with  equal  dififatisfadtion  by  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  fhips,  who  manifefted  the 
greateft  reluctance  to  let  their  fhips 
unconditionally  to  the  Company, 
although  the  rate  of  freight  allowed 
for  the  (hips  was  comparatively 
high. 

o 

14.  The  fame  correfpondence  af¬ 
fords  abundant  evidence  that  the 
proprietors  of  fhips,  and  the  freigh¬ 
ters  (poffeffing  no  property  in  fhips) 
confidered  it  to  be  for  their  mutual 
advantage,  that  they  fhould  be  left 
to  make  their  arrangements  with 
each  other ;  both  parties  appearing 
equally  adverfe  to  the  intervention 
©f  the  Company’s  agency.  * 

15.  Under  the  plan  contained  in 
the  advertifement  of  the  5  th  Qdlo- 
ber  1798,  the  proprietors  of  fhips 
were  enabled  to  make  a  more  perfedt 
affortment  of  the  cargoes,  to  load 
their  fhips  in  the  moll;  advantageous 
and  expeditious  manner,  to  difpatch 
them  at  the  moft  favourable  periods 
of  the  feafon,  and  to  prevent  the  lofs 
which  (under  the  plan  adopted  in 
conformity  to  your  orders  of  the 
25th  ef  May  1798,)  the  proprietors 
of  fill  ps  fuftain,  by  unavoidable  de¬ 
lays  in  the  adjuftment  of  accounts, 
and  in  the  payment  of  the  freight 
by  the  Company  in  England. 

16'.  The  proprietors  of  fhips 
were  enabled,  under  the  plan  of  Oc¬ 
tober  1798,  to  afford  the  freight  at 
a  reduced  rate,  at  the  fame  time  that 
they  derived  a  greater  profit  on  that 
ra  t£,  than  on  the  higher  rates  of 

3  .  ,  ,V.  -T: '  V  s; 


freight  fixed  by  the  governor-ge¬ 
neral  in  council  in  1799-I8OO,  in 
conformity  to  your  orders  of  the 
25th  May  1 798. 

17.  To  the  merchant  who  is  not 
proprietor  of  a  fhip,  the  plan  con¬ 
tained  in  the  advertifement  of  the 
5th  of  October  1798,  affords  the 
moft  important  advantages :  he  ob¬ 
tains  a  confiderable  reduction  in  the 
rate  of  freight ;  he  is  enabled  to  fet¬ 
tle  his  engagements  with  the  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  fhip,  previoufiy  to  the 
pur  chafe  of  goods ;  to  purchafe  fuch 
goods  as  may  be  advantageoufly 
invefted  under  the  exifting  rates  of 
freight ;  and  to  regulate  every  con- 
fignment  and  draft  according  to  the 
quantity  of  the  tonnage  engaged,  to 
the  period  of  difpa telling  the  goods 
from  India,,  and  to  that  of  their  ex¬ 
pelled  arrival  in  England. 

1 8.  The  merchant  is  embarraffed, 
if  compelled,  under  any  modification, 
to  depend  on  the  Company  for  ton. 
nage,  for  the  arrangement  of  the 
rates  of  freight,  or  for  the  diftribu- 
tion  of  the  cargo :  he  can  neither  be 
fecure  of  the  requifite  quantity  of 
tonnage,  nor  of  the  time  of  -difpa  tch- 
ing  his  goods  from  India,  nor  of  the 
fhip  on  which  they  may  be  laden, 
nor  of  the  mode  in  which  they  may 
be  diftributed;  and  his  trade  is  bur- 
thened  with  an  expenfive  rate  of 
freight,  which  deprives  him  of  all 
reafonable  expectation  of  profit. 

19.  The  quantity  of  tonnage 
(exclufive  of  the  goods  fent  in  the 
privileges  of  the  commanders  and 
officers  of  fhips)  annually  occupied 
by  private  goods  (hipped  from  this 
presidency  alone,  in  the  feveral  years 
elapfed  fubfequent  to  the  adt  of  par¬ 
liament  in  1793,  is  ftated  in  the 
following  account : 

Tons. 

1794- 5  ...  2,473 

1795- @  -  -  -  6,840 

1706-7  -  -  -  4,659’ 

1797' 
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Tons. 

1797-8  -  - 

-  3,787 

1798-9  -  - 

-  6,223 

1799-1800  - 

-  7,748 

20.  The  correfpondence  *  of  the 
board  of  trade  with  the  governor- 
general  in  council,  on  the  fubjeft  of 
the  provifion  of  tonnage,  has  been 
fubmitted  to  the  confideration  of 
your  honourable  court.  The  re¬ 
ports  of  that  board,  with  the  docu¬ 
ments  annexed  to  them,  afford  abund¬ 
ant  proof,  that  a  much  larger  quan¬ 
tity  of  private  goods  would  have 
been  fhipped  for  England  during  the 
feafons  enumerated  in  the  preceding 
account,  (particularly  during  the 
year  1799-1 8©0,)  if  adequate  en¬ 
couragement  had  been  extended  to 
the  navigation  and  commerce  of 
your  dominions,  in  fhips  built  in  the 
ports  of  India ;  and  if  the  Britilh 
merchants  refident  in  India  had  been 
allured  of  permanent  indulgence  to 
their  trade  with  the  port  of  London. 

21.  Upon  an  average  of  the  fix 
years  fpecified  in  the  preceding  ac¬ 
count,  about  5000  tons  of  private 
goods  from  Bengal  alone  were  an¬ 
nually  exported  to  England ;  the 
amount,  therefore,  of  the  private 
goods  exported  from  Bengal  alone, 
during  that  period  of  time,  has  ex¬ 
ceeded,  by  2000  tons  annually, 
the  amount  of  the  tonnage  allotted 
by  law  for  all  India.  It  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  a  confiderable  por¬ 
tion  of  the  total  amount  of  thefe 
5000  tons  was  annually  furniihed 
by  fhips  built  in  India. 

22.  Exclulively  of  two  fhips  re¬ 
cently  engaged  and  provided  with 
cargoes,  to  the  amount  of  15  00  tons, 
the  port  of  Calcutta  now  contains 
above  1 0,000  tons  of  fhipping,  built 
in  India,  of  a  defcription  calculated 
for  the  conveyance  of  cargoes  to 

*  Not  received. 


England.  This  tonnage  has  already 
been  tendered,  and  is  actually  at 
command  for  that  purpofe. 

28.  From  the  preceding  flate- 
ment,  and  from  the  correfpondence 
of  the  governor-general  in  council 
with  the  board  ol  trade,  it  Is  evi¬ 
dent,  that  the  wife  policy  which 
dictated  the  claufes  of  the  aft  of 
parliament  paffed  in  1793,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  trade  of  private  mer¬ 
chants  between  India  and  England, 
has  been  to  a  great  degree  fruftrated 
by  the  infufficiency  of  the  tonnage 
furnifhed  from  England,  and  by  the 
unavoidable  expence  and  incon¬ 
venience  attending  the  terms  and 
manner  of  its  provifion. 

24.  From  the  quantity  of  pri¬ 
vate  tonnage  now  at  command  in 
the  port  of  Calcutta,  from  the  Hate 
of  perfeftion  which  the  aft  of  fh ip- 
building  has  already  attained  in 
Bengal  (promifing  a  ftill  more 
rapid  progrefs,  and  fupported  by 
abundant  and  increasing  fuppiies  of 
timber!),  it  is  certain,  that  this  port 
will  always  be  able  to  furnifh  ton¬ 
nage,  to  whatever  extent  may  be 
required,  for  conveying  to  the  port 
of  London  the  trade  of  the  private 
Britilh  merchants  of  Bengal. 

25.  The  confi durable  amount  of 
tonnage  occupied  by  private  goods 
from  Bengal  in  the  years  1795-6, 

1 798-9,  and  1799-I8OO,  compared 
with  the  amount  occupied  by  goods 
of  a  fimilar  defcription  in  the  years 
1794-5,  1796-7,  and  1797-8,  af¬ 
fords  a  fatisfaftory  proof,  that  the 
penniffion  granted  to  individuals  of 
providing  their  own  tonnage,  was 
equally  favourable  to  the  intereft  of 
the  proprietors,  and  to  that  of  the 
freighters  of  the  fhips. 

26’.  This  conclusion  is  not  affeft- 
ed  by  the  large  quantity  of  goods 
|  D  2  flipped 


+  Large  and  thriving  plantations  of  teek  have  been  made  in  Bengal,  and  tfoe  culti¬ 
vation  of  that  timbe*  is  ipreading  over  the  whole  province. 
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Ihipped  in  1790-1800,  under  the 
arrangement  made  in  conformity  to 
your  orders  of  the  25th  of  May 
1798  ;  for  it  is  well  known,  that 
under  a  confident  expectation  of  en¬ 
joying  the  continued  advantages  of 
the  plan  of  1 798,  the  merchants  had 
confiderably  extended  their  provi¬ 
sion  of  goods  for  the  European  mar¬ 
kets.  Many  from  neceffity,  others 
from  motives  of  refpect  to  the  laws, 
fhipped  their  goods  on  the  tonnage 
provided  by  the  government,  while 
others  difpofed  of  their  goods  to  the 
numerous  foreign  agents  then  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  port  of  Calcutta. 

27.  The  quantity  of  private 
goods  fnipped  for  England  in  1799- 
1800,  affords,  therefore,  an  incon¬ 
trovertible  proof  of  the  eager nefs 
and  alacrity  with  which  the  Britifh 
merchants,  refident  in  Bengal,  pro¬ 
vided  goods,  with  a  view  to  embrace 
the  expeiffed  opportunity  of  convey¬ 
ing  their  trade  to  London  on  terms 
of  advantage;  but  no  argument  can 
jurtly  be  drawn  from  the  fame  cir- 
cumftance,  to  prove  that  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  regulations  adopted  in 
1799-I8OO,  would  afford  adequate 
encouragement  to  the  private  trade 
between  India  and  England. 

28.  The  preceding  confiderations 
fatisfied  me,  that  the  plan  of  hiring 
fhips  on  the  part  of  the  Company, 
and  of  re-letting  them  to  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  fhips,  leaving  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  fhips  and  the  merchants 
at  liberty  to  fettle  the  terms  of 
freight,  is  more  advantageous  both 
to  the  proprietors  and  freighters  of 
fhips,  than  the  arrangement  adopted 
under  your  orders  of  the  25  th  of 
May  1798. 

29.  In  your  letter  of  the  25th 
May  1798,  your  honourable  court 
appears  to  have  intimated  an  opi¬ 
nion,  that  perfons  uniting  the  ca¬ 
pacities  of  proprietors  and  freighters 
©f  fhips,  may  trade  from  Bengal 


to  the  port  of  London,  to  greater 
advantage  than  merchants  poffeffmg 
no  property  in  fhips.  It  appears 
to  me,  that  the  difference  between 
the  aCtual  charge  incurred  by  mer¬ 
chants,  being  proprietors  of  fhips, 
on  account  of  the  freight  of  their 
goods  fent  to  England  in  their  own 
fhips,  and  the  rate  of  freight  paid 
by  merchants  not  being  proprietors 
of  fhips,  cannot  be  deemed  a  profit 
derived  by  the  proprietor  of  a  fhip 
on  his  goojis.  No  perfon  will  em¬ 
ploy  any  part  of  his  capital  in  the 
purchafe  of  property  in  fhips,  with¬ 
out  the  profpeCt  of  deriving  an 
adequate  profit  on  the  capital  fo 
in  veiled.  I  arn  fatisfied,  that  it 
would  not  be  practicable  for  the 
proprietors  of  fhips  in  this  port  to 
maintain  an  effectual  combination 
for  the  eftabliihment  of  enhanced 
rates  of  freight.  Unlefs  fuch  a 
combination  fhould  be  maintained, 
it  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  the  pro¬ 
fits  of  the  proprietors  of  fhips  on 
their  capitals  inverted  in  fhips,  will 
never  exceed,  on  an  average,  a 
reafonable  advantage  on  the  amount 
of  thofe  capitals,  after  defraying 
all  the  expences  of  their  fhips. 
This  profit  murt,  therefore,  be 
deemed  entirely  diftinCl  from  the 
profit  which  the  proprietors  of  fhips 
may  derive  on  their  goods  conveyed 
to  England  in  their  own  fhips,  and 
confequently,  the  proprietors  of  fhips 
cannot  be  fuppofed  to  poffefs,  in  the 
general  courfe  and  conduCt  of  their 
trade,  in  the  purchafe,  tranfporta- 
tion,  or  fale  of  their  goods,  any 
material  advantage  over  merchants 
who  are  not  proprietors  of  fhips. 

SO.  Various  additional  argu¬ 
ments,  involving  confequences  of  a 
more  complicated  and  comprehen¬ 
sive  defcription,  appeared  to  me  to 
demand,  not  only  that  I  fhould 
recur,  without  delay,  to  the  plan 
of  the  5th  of  OClober  1798,  but 

that 
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that  I  fhould  refpe&fully  reprefent 
to  your  honourable  court,  in  the 
moft  diftindt  terms,  my  decided  and 
confcientious  convittion,  that  the 
permanent  eftablifhment  of  a  fyfte- 
matic  intercourfe  between  the  ports 
of  India  and  that  of  London,  regu¬ 
lated  by  principles  fimilar  to  thofe 
adopted  by  this  government  in 
Oftober  1798,  is  become  indifpenfi- 
ble  to  the  united  and  infeparable  in- 
terefts  of  the  Company  and  of  the 
Nation  in  India. 

31.  Under  the  beneficial  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  Britilh  government  in 
India,  combined  with  the  increafed 
demand,  both  in  Europe  and  in 
America,  for  Indian  commodities, 
the  produce  and  manufactures  of  the 
Britilh  territories  in  India  have  in~ 
creafed  to  an  extent  far  exceeding 
the  amount  which  the  capital  appli¬ 
cable  to  the  purchafe  of  the  Com¬ 
pany's  inveftment  can  embrace. 

32.  The  wife  policy,  the  juft 
pretenfions,  and  the  increafing  com¬ 
mercial  refources  and  political  power 
of  Great  Britain  in  India,  claim  for 
her  fubjedfs  the  largeft  attainable 
fhare  in  the  valuable  and  extenfive 
commerce  of  fuch  articles  of  Indian 
produce  and  manufacture,  as  are 
neceflarily  excluded  from  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  inveftment. 

33.  A  large  proportion  of  this 
valuable  trade  is  already  in  thepof- 
feffion  of  foreign  nations;  and  un- 
lefs  means  be  immediately  adopted 
for  depriving  thofe  nations  of  the 
undue  (hare  which  they  have  ob¬ 
tained  in  that  trade,  the  moft  fe- 
rious  confequences  are  to  be  appre¬ 
hended  to  the  combined  interefts 
of  the  Englilh  Eaft- India  Company, 
and  of  the  Britilh  Nation. 

34.  In  the  letter  of  the  governor- 
general  in  council  of  the  lft  March 
1800,  1  ftated  to  your  honourable 
court,  that  the  Britilh  merchants 
at  this  prefidency,  not  having  ob¬ 


tained  the  expelled  permiiTion  to 
freight  their  (hips  to  the  port  of 
London  in  the  laft  year,  agreeably 
to  the  plan  adopted  in  Odlober 
1798,  goods  to  a  large  amount, 
originally  intended  for  the  port  of 
London,  had  been  fold  to  foreigners 
in  the  port  of  Calcutta,  and  thus  di¬ 
verted  to  the  channel  of  the  foreign 
trade.  At  the  fame  time  I  tranf- 
mitted  a  lift  of  the  foreign  fhips, 
which  either  had  failed,  or  were 
preparing  to  fail  from  the  port  of 
Calcutta  to  Europe  and  America, 
in  the  feafon  1799-1800. 

3  5.  The  nature  and  extent  of 
that  trade  have  ftnee  undergone  a 
particular  inveftigation.  From  the 
accompanying  ftatements,  your  ho¬ 
nourable  court  will  obferve,  that 
the  trade  of  America  and  Portugal 
with  the  port  of  Calcutta  alone,  in 
1799- 1800,  amounted, 


In  imports  -  Sicca  Rupees  8,181,005 
In  exports  -----  7, 130,372 


being  an  increafe  in  1 799- 1800,  of 
the  trade  carried  on  in  fhips  bearing 
American  and  Portuguefe  colours, 
compared  with  the  average  of 
that  trade  in  the  three  preceding 
years, 

In  imports  -  Sicca  Rupees  6,398,678 

In  exports  -  -  -  -  4,392,768 

36.  On  the  other  hand,  the  im¬ 
ports  of  the  Britilh  lubjecbs  in  the 
year  1799- 1800,  amounted  only  to 
4,787,101  Sicca  rupees,  and  the 
exports  to  6,76'6,6>49. 

37.  Of  the  trade  carried  on  in 
foreign  bottoms  with  the  other 
ports  in  India  from  Europe  and 
America,  I  poflefs  no  fufficiently 
accurate  information.  It  is,  how¬ 
ever,  known  to  be  conduced  on  a 
very  extenfive  feale. 

38.  In  the  prefent  feafon,  the 
trade  conveyed  in  foreign  bottoms, 
if  left  unreftrained,  promifes  to  in¬ 
creafe  beyond  even  the  rapid  pro- 
grefs  of  laft  year.  From  the  ac¬ 
companying  ftatemenr,  your  ho- 

|D  3  nourable 
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nourable  court  will  obferve,  that 
the  port  of  Calcutta,  at  this  early 
period  of  the  feafon,  contains  about 
8,500  tons  of  (hipping,  under 
American,  Portuguefe,  and  Danilh 
colours. 

3().  I  poffefs  no  means  of  forming 
an  accurate  eftimateof  that  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  foreign  trade  from  India 
to  Europe  and  to  America,  which 
Is  fupported  by  capital  a&ually  be¬ 
longing  to  the  nations  under  whofe 
flags  the  Chips  are  navigated. 

40.  It  appears,  however,  from 
the  ftatemenfs  prepared  by  the  re¬ 
porter  of  external  commerce,  that 
lefs  than  one-fourth  of  the  funds 
imported  by  the  Americans  in  1 799- 
1800,  for  the  purchafe  of  their  in- 
veftments,  was  brought  from  Ame¬ 
rica.  Of  the  bullion,  200,0001. 
was  imported  from  London,  and 
the  remainder  from  other  parts  of 
Europe,  and  from  the  idand  of  Ma¬ 
deira.  I  have  not  been  able  to 
afeertain  the  proportion  of  Britilh 
capital  employed  in  the  trade  be¬ 
tween  India  and  Portugal .  Admit¬ 
ting  the  whole  capi  ai  employed  in 
the  foreign  trade  with  India  to  be¬ 
long  to  die.  nations  under  whofe 
flags  the  Blips  are  navigated,  the 
undue  proportion  which  they  have 
obtained  of  that  trade,  to  the  in¬ 
jury  of  the  Britifh  merchants,  de¬ 
mands  the  moll  ferious  attention. 

41.  The  trade  conveyed  in  the 
foreign  fhips  is  conduced  with  all 
the  advantages  of  a  comparatively 
low  rate  of  freight,  of  ftrief  eco¬ 
nomy  in  the  management  of  the 
concern,  and  of  voyages  and  returns 
o t  extraordinary  expedition  and  ce¬ 
lerity.  The  voyage  from  America 


to  Calcutta  is  frequently  performed 
in  lefs  than  four  months.  In  the 
laft  feafon  feveral  American  fhips 
difpofed  of  their  imports,  pur- 
chafed  their  cargo  for  exportation, 
and  left  the  port  within  twenty-five, 
and  fome  within  twenty  days  from 
the  date  of  their  arrival. 

42.  Under  all  the  exifting  im¬ 
pediments,  and  under  the  uncer¬ 
tainty  which  has  hitherto  embar- 
raffed  the  trade  of  the  Britifh  mer¬ 
chants  in  India,  it  is  impollible  that 
his  goods  can  reach  the  markets  of 
the  continent  of  Europe,  through 
the  channel  of  the  public  fales  in 
England,  at  fo  low  a  price  as  the 
goods  conveyed  direftly  from  India 
to  the  fame  markets  in  foreign  bot¬ 
toms.  The  Company's  fales  in 
England  rauft  neceffarily  be  affected 
by  the  quantity  of  Indian  goods 
palling  into  the  markets  of  the 
continent  of  Europe,  through  the 
channel  of  the  foreign  trade  ;  and 
the  profits  of  the  private  Britifn 
merchant,  whofe  goods  are  difpofed 
of  at  the  Company’s  fales,  muft  be 
proportionably  diminifhed. 

43.  Although  the  voyage  by 
which  the  produce  of  India  is  con¬ 
veyed  in  foreign  fhips  to  Europe 
may  occafionally  be  circuitous,  the 
fuperior  advantages  enumerated  in 
the  preceding  paragraphs,  enable 
the  proprietors  of  the  goods  to  dif- 
pofe  of  them  at  a  lower  price  than 
that  for  which  the  fame  deferiptions 
of  goods  can  be  brought  to  the 
continental  markets  of  Europe,  if 
exported  from  India  by  Britifh 
merchants  under  the  heavy  freight, 
and  *  other  incumbrances  to  which 
their  trade  is  at  prefent  fubje£i. 

44.  It 


*  The  Portuguefe  Americans  pay  only  one  per  cent,  on  Indian  produce  imported 
and  re-exported,  hy  the  ware-houlemg  att  lately  palled  in  Great  Britain.  Calhcoes 
pay  2^,  mullin  per  cent,  on  the  fales,  if  fold  for  exportation ;  all  other  goods  (ex¬ 
cepting  cotton,  lpices,  bullion,  See.  diamonds,  precious- Hones,  which  pay  no  duties) 
pay  two  per  cent,  exclufive  ot  the  convoy  duty,  payable  by  the  importers.  A  reduc¬ 
tion  01  thofe  duties  in  England  is  abfolutely  necelfary  to  complete  the  fyllemof  draw¬ 
ing  the  private  trade  of  India  to  the  port  of  London. 
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44.  Itmuft  everbeimpra&icable, 
if  it  were  juftifiable  or  politic,  by 
any  reftriftions  or  penalties  on  the 
trade  of  the  Britifh  fubje&s,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  increaling  produce  and 
manufactures  of  India  from  being 
conveyed  to  the  markets  in  Europe, 
where  a  demand  for  fuch  articles 
fhall  exift.  Such  reftri&ions  tend 
to  throw  the  trade  into  the  hands 
of  foreign  nations,  and  to  enable 
them  to  fupply  the  markets  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  on  terms  which  muft  equally 
affeft  the  Company’s  fales  in  Eng¬ 
land.  If  the  fame  goods  which 
now  pafs  to  the  continent  of  Europe 
through  foreign  hands  were  brought 
to  the  Company’s  fales  in  England, 
the  effect  on  the  general  price  of 
articles  expofed  to  fale  at  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  warehoufes  would  be  lefs 
prejudicial  than  that  now  experi¬ 
enced  from  the  fale  of  thofe  goods 
in  the  markets  on  the  continent  of 
Europe.  The  Company  and  the 
private  Britifh  merchants  would 
equally  feel  the  advantage  in  the 
improvement  of  the  general  fales 
in  England,  and  the  private  trade  of 
India  would  become  a  fertile  fource 
of  wealth  and  ftrength  to  the  Britifh 
nation,  inftead  of  contributing  to 
the  opulence  and  aggrandifement  of 
foreign  powers. 

45.  The  interells  of  the  Company 
and  of  the  Britifh  Nation  are  undi¬ 
vided  and  infeparable  with  relation 
to  this  important  queftion.  Every 
principle  of  juftice  and  policy  de¬ 
mands  the  extenfion  of  the  utmoft 
practicable  facility  to  the  Britifh 
merchants  in  India,  for  the  export 
from  India  to  the  port  of  London 


of  the  larged  poffible  proportion  of 
the  manufactures  and  produce  of 
India,  not  required  for  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  inveftment.  Such  advan¬ 
tageous  terms  of  freight,  and  fuch 
other  benefits  fhould  be  opened  to 
the  Britifh  merchants  in  India,  as 
fhould  not  only  remove  every 
inducement  to  conduCt  the  trade 
through  foreign  channels,  but  fhould 
enable  the  Britifh  merchants  in 
India  to  enter  into  a  competition  in 
the  markets  of  Europe  with  mer¬ 
chants  trading  in  goods  of  fimilar 
produce  or  manufacture,  provided 
by  foreign  capital. 

46.  To  foreigners  the  indul¬ 
gence  may  fafely  be  extended,  of 
purchafing  with  their  own  capital 
fuch  part  of  the  manufactures  or 
produce  of  India,  calculated  for  the 
European  or  American  markets,  as 
may  not  be  embraced  by  the  capital 
employed  in  the  purchafe  of  the 
Company’s  inveftment,  and  of  the 
cargoes  of  the  Britifh  merchants 
refident  in  India. 

47.  It  is,  however,  doubtful, 
whether  *  foreign  nations  would  be 
able  to  retain  any  confiderable  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  trade  from  India  to 
Europe,  were  the  Britifh  merchants 
in  India  permitted  to  avail  them- 
felves  of  their  fuperior  means  of 
drawing  the  whole  of  the  trade  to 
England.  Their  local  knowledge, 
added  to  all  the  advantages  necef- 
farily  derived  from  a  conftant  re- 
fidence  on  the  fpot,  mud  always 
enable  them  to  command  a  fupply 
of  goods,  of  a  better  qualit}',  and 
at  a  cheaper  rate  than  foreign  mer¬ 
chants  can  obtain.  In  the  convey- 

{  D4  ance 


*  The  Americans  obtain  Indian  goods  To  much  cheaper,  by  a  direfl  intercourfe 
with  India,  than  they  could  through  the  circuitous  route  of  Europe,  that  they  will 
probably  continue  to  deal  largely,  even  on  their  own  capital,  with  India.  It  is  now 
the  ordinary  practice  of  the  Americans;  under  the  lad  treaty  of  commerce,  to  fhip 
cargoes  in  India  lor  America,  to  touch  at  fome  port  in  America,  and  without 
trans-fhipping  or  unloading  the  goods  in  America,  to  proceed  direttly  to  Europe,  and 
to  difpofe  of  their  Indian  cargoes  in  an  European  port.  This  pra&icc  is,  unqueftioH1" 
ably,  contrary  to  the  treaty  of  commerce  with  America, 
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ance  of  Indian  goods  to  Europe 
refts  the  foreign  merchants  foie  ad¬ 
vantage  over  the  Rritlfh.  The 
fuperior  facility  which  the  foreign 
merchant  enjoys,  in  this  refpeft, 
gives  him  fo  decided  a  command 
over  the  trade,  that  he  is  enabled 
not  only  to  outbid  the  Britifh.  mer¬ 
chant  in  India,  but  alfo  to  underfell 
him  in  the  markets  of  Europe. 

48.  Were  the  Britifh  merchants 
in  India  permitted  to  provide  their 
own  tonnage,  as  occafion  might  re¬ 
quire,  every  reafon  exifts  to  juftify 
a  belief,  that  they  would  foon  pof- 
fefs  themfelves  of  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  private  export  trade  from  In¬ 
dia  to  Europe,  and  would  render 
London  the  univerfal  mart  for  the 
manufactures  and  produce  of  Alia. 

49.  If  the  capital  of  the  mer¬ 
chants  in  India,  and  the  remittance 
of  the  fortunes  of  individuals,  ihould 
not  fupply  funds  fufficient  for  the 
conduct  of  the  whole  private  export 
trade  from  India  to  Europe,  no 
dangerous  confequences  could  refult 
from  applying  to  this  branch  of 
commerce,  capital  drawn  direCtly 
from  the  Britifh  empire  in  Europe. 

50.  Beneficial  confequences  of  the 
etmoft  importance  would  certainly 
refult  to  the  Britifh.  empire  im  In¬ 
dia,  from  any  confiderable  increafe 
of  its  aftive  capital,  which  is  known 
not  to  bear  a  juft  proportion  to 
the  productive  powers  of  the 
country. 

5  1.  The  neceffary  effeCt  of  fuch 
an  increafe  of  aCtive  capital  in  India, 
would  be  to  augment  the  produce 
and  manufactures  of  your  dominions, 
to  the  full  extent  of  any  pofiible 
demand.  The  high  rate  of  intereft 
on  money  applied  to  mercantile  pur- 
poles,  and  the  charge  of  the  public 
debt,  would  confequently  be  dimi- 
rshhed  in  India;  while  every  fource, 
both  of  public  and  private  credit, 
would  be  proportionably  improved. 


No  poflibility  appears  of  any  in¬ 
jurious  confequences  refulting  to  the 
Britifh  empire  in  Europe,  from  an 
event  fo  advantageous  to  India.  It 
cannot  be  fuppofed  that  the  private 
trade  of  India  will  ever  abforb  any 
portion  of  Britifh  capital,  which  can 
find  more  advantageous  employment 
at  home.  If  any  portion  of  Britifh 
capital  be  now  employed  in  the 
American,  or  Portuguefe,  or  Danifh 
trade  with  India,  the  general  in- 
terefts  of  Great  Britain  will  un- 
queftionably  be  promoted,  by  in¬ 
viting,  under  increafed  advantages, 
the  application  of  the  fame  funds  to 
the  trade  of  the  private  Britifh  mer¬ 
chants,  refident  within  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  dominions. 

52 o  From  whatever  fource  the 
capital  of  the  private  Britifh  trade 
in  India  might  be  derived,  the  goods 
would  be  obtained  in  India  under 
the  fame  wife,  humane,  and  falutary 
regulations,  now  enforced,  with  re- 
fpeCI  to  the  provifion  of  every 
article  of  produce  or  manufaChire  in 

JL 

this  country,  either  by  the  Com¬ 
pany  or  by  private  merchants :  Great 
Britain  would  enjoy  all  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  that  trade,  which  is  now 
a  fource  of  increafing  wealth  and 
ftrength  to  foreign  nations,  and 
which  tends  ultimately  to  introduce 
foreign  intrigue,  to  eftablifh  foreign 
influence,  and  to  aggrandize  foreign 
power  in  India. 

53.  It  would  be  equally  unjuft 
and  impolitic,  to  extend  any  facility 
to  the  trade  of  the  Britifh  merchants 
in  India,  by  facrificing  or  hazard¬ 
ing  the  Company’s,  rights  and  pri¬ 
vileges,  by  injuring  its  commercial 
interefts,  by  admitting  an  indis¬ 
criminate  and  unreftrained  com¬ 
mercial  intercourfe  between  England 
and  India,  or  by  departing  from 
any  of  the  fundamental  principles 
of  policy,  which  now  govern  the 
Britifh  eftablilhments  in  India. 

54.  It 


STATE  PAPERS. 


57 


54.  It  may  be  urged,  that  if  a 
confiderable  proportion  of  the  goods 
now  exported  from  India  to  the 
continent  of  Europe  by  foreigners, 
were  to  be  imported  into  England 
by  the  British  merchants  in  India, 
under  rates  of  freight  more  advan¬ 
tageous  than  thofe  now  paid  by  the 
Company,  the  demand  for  the  Com¬ 
pany's  goods  would  be  reduced,  and 
the  value  of  the  Company’s  goods 
would  be  impaired. 

55.  It  has  already  been  obferved, 
that  the  public  fales  of  Eaft- Indian 
goods  in  England  mull  necellarily 
be  affetted  by  the  aggregate  quan¬ 
tity  of  thofe  goods  fold  in  the  con¬ 
tinental  markets  of  Europe ;  and  that 
the  effect  on  the  fales  in  England 
would  probably  be  lefs  prejudicial, 
and  could  not  be  more  fo,  if  a  larger 
proportion  of  the  goods  provided 
in  India  for  the  European  markets, 
fhould  be  imported  into  England, 
and  fold,  in  the  ftrft  inftance,  at  the 
Company’s  fales. 

50.  The  long  eftablifhment  of  the 
Company’s  factories  in  India,  the 
Ikill  of  its  fervants,  regularly  edu¬ 
cated  for  the  conduct  of  thofe  fac¬ 
tories,  the  habitual  confidence  of  the 
manufacturers  in  the  good  faith  and 
integrity  ol  ther  Company,  have 
fecured  to  the  Company  fo  decided 
a  fuperiority  in  the  provifion  of  the 
moil  valuanle  articles  of  piece  goods 
and  raw  fiik,  that  no  private  mer¬ 
chant,  by  any  practicable  reduction 
of  freight,  can  be  enabled  to  rival 
the  Company  in  thofe  important 
articles  of  its  inveftment. 

57.  In  the  firft  purchafe  of  fugar 
and  other  gruff  goods,  the  trade  of 
the  private  Britifh  merchant  has 
more  nearly  reached  that  of  the 
Company  ;  nor  will  the  Company 
ever  be  able  to  trade  advantageoufly 
in  thefe  articles,  unlefs  the  govern- 

* 

*  The  probable  faring  to  tbe  Company 
their  gruif  goods  in  Blips  built  in  India,  mt 


ment  in  India  (hall  refort  to  (hips 
built  in  India,  for  the  conveyance 
of  fuch  goods.  The  valuable  bran¬ 
ches  of  your  inveftment  will,  it  is 
fuppofed,  be  always  conveyed  with 
more  advantage  in  your  regular  (hips. 

58.  If  the  Britilh  merchants 
fhould  be  permitted  to  employ  fhips 
built  in  India -under  the  plan  of  Oc¬ 
tober  1798,  the  Company’s  gruff 
goods  may  alio  be  conveyed  to  Eng¬ 
land  in  (hips  of  a  fimiiar  defcrip- 
tion,  at  rates  of  freight  equally  ad¬ 
vantageous  with  thofe  paid  by  the 
private  merchants.  *  The  Company 
will  therefore  derive  a  confiderable 
benefit  in  this  branch  of  trade,  from 
encouraging  the  trade  of  the  private 
Britifh  merchants  in  India.  At 
prefent,  neither  the  Company  nor 
the  private  Britilh  merchant  can 
rival  foreigners  in  the  markets  of 
Europe,  in  the  lefs  valuable  articles 
of  Indian  produce  and  manufa&ures. 

59.  It  is  now  evident  that  the 
extra  tonnage  engaged  in  England 
by  the  Company  for  the  fervice  of 
India,  can  never  be  rendered  a  prac¬ 
ticable  channel,  through  which  the 
Britifh  private  trade  of  India  can 
contend  with  foreign  adventure. 
This  obfervation  neceflarily  applies 
with  more  force  to  the  regular  (hips 
of  the  Company ;  although  experi¬ 
ence  has  proved  thofe  fhips  to  be 
admirably  calculated  for  the  con¬ 
veyance  of  the  Company’s  valuable 
inyeftment. 

(30.  The  plan  contained  in  the 
advertifement  of  the  5  th  of  OClober 
1798*  affords  to  the  Britilh  mer¬ 
chants  every  neceftary  facility  for 
the  conduct  of  the  private  trade 
from  India  to  England,  while  the 
important  principles  of  the  trade  and 
government  of  India  are  preferved 
from  hazard,  and  fufficient  precau¬ 
tions  are  provided  againft  all  the 

dangers 

in  the  prefent  feafon,  by  the  conveyance  of 
y  amount  to  £.20,000. 
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the  ports  of  India.  Other  interefts, 
connected  with  the  building  of  (hips 
in  England,  will  alfo  derive  the 
profit  refulting  from  the  great  de¬ 
mand  for  the  articles  necelfary  in  the 
conft  ruCtion  and  outfit  of  the  fhips 
built  in  the  ports  of  India  ;  the  faCt 
being  eftablifned,  that  many  of  thofe 
articles  mull  neceffarily  be  brought 
from  England. 

72.  On  their  return  to  India, 
thefe  Ihips,  from  the  moderation  of 
their  rates  of  freight,  will  afford  a 
moft  advantageous  mode  of  convey¬ 
ance,  for  fuch  of  the  manufactures 
of  the  Britifh  empire  in  Europe  as 
may  be  demanded  in  India ;  confe- 
quently  the  facilities  granted  to  the 
private  trade,  and  to  the  fhips  built 
in  India,  will  ferve  to  encourage  the 
exportation  of  Britifh  manufactures 
to  Afia,  to  whatever  extent  the  de¬ 
mand  may  be  enlarged. 

73.  I  have  thus  carefully  revifed 
the  plan  contained  in  the  advertife- 
ment  of  October  1798,  for  the  en¬ 
couragement  of  the  trade  of  the 
Britifh  merchants  refident  in  India 
with  England :  I  have  compared 
that  plan  with  the  arrangement 
adopted  under  the  orders  of  your  ho¬ 
nourable  court,  of  the  25th  of  May 
17982  I  have  confidered  the  pro¬ 
bable  effects  of  any  future  attempt 
to  provide  for  the  conveyance  of  the 
private  trade  of  India  to  the  port 
of  London,  either  in  the  Company’s 
regular  Ihips,  or  in  extra  fhips  hired 
in  England;  and  I  have  adverted  to 
the  comparative  practical  operation 
of  the  fyftems  adopted  by  this  go¬ 
vernment,  in  the  years  1798-9  and 
1  799-  1 800,  as  it  appears  on  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  exports  and  imports  of 
the  port  of  Calcutta  in  each  of  thofe 
years.  I  have  alfo  fubmitted  to 
your  examination,  a  combined  view 
of  the  motives  which  induce  me  to 
revert  to  the  plan  of  October  1798, 
for  the  prefent  feafon  ;  and  to  form 


an  anxious  expectation,  that  my  con¬ 
duct  in  this  proceeding  may  meet 
with  your  approbation  and  counte¬ 
nance,  and  may  become  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  an  improved  and  durable 
fyftem  of  intercourfe  between  India 
and  England,  under  the  fandlion  of 
your  authority. 

74.  The  rapid  growth  of  the 
foreign  trade,  during  the  lafb  feafon, 
urgently  demanded  the  immediate 
interference  of  your  government  on 
the  fpot :  The  number  of  foreign 
fhips  actually  in  the  port  of  Calcutta ; 
the  alacrity,  enterprife,  and  fkill  of 
the  foreign  agents,  now  affiduoufiy 
employed  in  providing  cargoes,  and 
the  necelfary  inaCtion  and  languor 
of  the  Britifti  private  trade,  em. 
barraffed  by  the  reftraints  of  the  ex- 
ifting  law,  created  a  ferious  appre- 
henfion  in  my  mind,  that  any  further 
delay  in  the  decifion  of  this  moment¬ 
ous  queftion  might  occafion  evils, 
of  which  the  remedy  might  hereafter 
become  confiderably  difficult,  if  not 
abfolutely  impracticable.  The  un» 
reftrained  progrefs  of  the  foreign 
trade  in  the  prefent  feafon,  added  to 
its  great  increafe  during  the  laft, 
might  have  eftablilhed  its  predomi¬ 
nance  over  the  private  trade  of 
Britifh  fubjeCts,  to  an  extent  which 
no  future  regulation  might  have 
proved  fufficient  to  limit  or  reftrain. 
The  difficulty  of  diverting  this  lu¬ 
crative  commerce  from  the  channel 
into  which  it  had  been  forced,  would 
naturally  be  aggravated,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  length  of  time  during 
which  the  trade  fhould  continue  to 
flow  in  that  courfe. 

75.  Under  thefe  ferious  impref- 
fions,  and  convinced  that  a  prompt 
decifion  was  demanded,  with  a  de¬ 
gree  of  exigency  equal  to  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  queftion  at  iffue,  I 
direded  the  accompanying  notice  to 
be  publifhed  at  Fort  William,  on 
the  19th  inftant ;  and  I  ordered  the 

govern- 
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governments  of  Fort  St.  George  and 
Bombay  to  publifti  correfpondent 
advertifements  at  thofe  prefidencies, 
with  fuch  modifications  as  local  cir- 
cumftances  may  render  indifpenfibly 
neceflary. 

76.  It  will  reft:  with  your  ho¬ 
nourable  court  to  determine  whether 
this  plan  {hall  be  rendered  perma¬ 
nent.  A  temporary  reftraint  is  now 
applied  to  the  progrefs  of  the  foreign 
trade  in  India  during  the  prefent 
feafon  ;  and  a  temporary  encourage¬ 
ment  is  granted,  for  the  fame  period 
of  time,  to  that  of  Britilh  fubjeds 
refident  within  your  dominions. 
Ample  time  is  thus  afforded  for  the 
deliberate  formation  of  your  final 
judgment ;  therefult  of  which  I  {hall 
await  with  a  refpedful,  but  con¬ 
fident  hope,  that  your  wifdom  may 
approve  and  perpetuate  the  policy 
which  didated  my  orders  of  the  5  th 
of  Odober  1 798»  and  of  the  1  gth  of 
September  1800  ;  and  that  your 
liberality  may  confirm  to  all  the  in- 
terefts  affeded  by  this  important 
meafure,  the  lafting  enjoyment  of 
thofe  commercial  and  political  ad¬ 
vantages,  which  it  has  been  my  con- 
ftant  endeavour,  under  your  counte¬ 
nance  and  favour,  to  cultivate,  to 
improve,  and  to  extend. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Honourable  Sirs, 

With  the  greateft  refped, 
Your  moft  obedient, 

And  faithful  fervant, 

WELLESLEY. 

The  Hon.  Court  of  Directors. 


Second  Report  of  the  Special 
Committee  appointed  to  take  in¬ 
to  confederation  the  Letters  from 
the  Right  Hen.  Henry  Dundas. 

Your  committee  have  confidered, 
with  due  attention,  the  two  letters, 
on  which  the  court  were  pleafed,  by 
their  reference  of  the  24th  inftant. 


to  require  the  opinion  of  your  corn- 
mittee,  namely ; 

One  from  the  Right  Honourable 
Henry  Dundas  to  the  chairman, 
dated  the  2 lit  March  1801  ;  and 

Another  from  Marquis  Wellefley, 
governor-general  of  Bengal,  to  the 
court  of  diredors,  dated  the  30th 
September  IS 00 ; 

Both  on  the  important  queftion 
of  enlarging  the  trade  of  Britilh. 
fubjeds  between  India  and  this 
country. 

The  firft  of  thefe  letters  is  an  an- 
fwer  to  the  report  of  your  com¬ 
mittee,  dated  the  27  th  of  January 
laft,  which  the  court  fubmitted  to 
the  confideration  of  Mr.  Dundas. 

In  that  report,  your  committee 
endeavoured  to  take  a  comprehen- 
five  view  of  the  nature,  the  grounds, 
the  confequences  of  the  enlargement 
which  has  been  contended  for,  of  the 
extent  to  which  it  might  be  fafe 
and  expedient  to  carry  it,  and  of  the 
limits  which,  not  merely  the  rights 
of  the  Company,  but  with  more  com¬ 
manding  energy,  the  interefts  of  the 
empire,  required  to  be  preferibed  to 
it. 

Upon  a  fubjed  fo  momentous, 
your  committee  could  not  but  at¬ 
tend,  with  folicitude,  to  the  opinion 
of  fo  high  an  authority  as  Mr, 
Dundas  ;  and  it  is,  in  the  firft  place, 
with  fincere  fatisfadion  that  they 
fee  from  him,  a  declaration  fo  well 
becoming  his  candour,  that  the  dif- 
cuffion  which  has  been  maintained 
between  him  and  the  court  of  direc¬ 
tors,  on  the  fubjed  in  queftion,  has 
not  been  a  controverfy  about  the  re- 
fpedive  powers  of  the  department 
of  control  and  of  the  Company, 
but  rather  an  argumentative  enquiry 
into  the  meafures  which  the  prefent 
fituation  and  claims  of  the  private 
trade  between  India  and  Europe 
rendered  proper  for  the  court  to 
adopt.  As  he  intended  to  argue, 
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the  ports  of  India.  Other  interefts, 
conneded  with  the  building  of  {hips 
in  England,  will  alfo  derive  the 
profit  refulting  from  the  great  de¬ 
mand  for  the  articles  neceffary  in  the 
conftrudion  and  outfit  of  the  {hips 
built  in  the  ports  of  India  ;  the  fad: 
being  eftablilhed,  that  many  of  thofe 
articles  muft  neceffarily  be  brought 
from  England. 

72.  On  their  return  to  India, 
thefe  {hips,  from  the  moderation  of 
their  rates  of  freight,  will  afford  a 
moft  advantageous  mode  of  convey¬ 
ance,  for  fuch  of  the  manufadures 
of  the  Britifi  empire  in  Europe  as 
may  be  demanded  in  India ;  confe- 
quen tly  the  facilities  granted  to  the 
private  trade,  and  to  the  flips  built 
in  India,  will  ferve  to  encourage  the 
exportation  of  Britifh  manufadures 
to  Afia,  to  whatever  extent  the  de¬ 
mand  may  be  enlarged. 

73.  I  have  thus  carefully  revifed 
the  plan  contained  in  the  advertife- 
ment  of  Odober  1798,  for  the  en¬ 
couragement  of  the  trade  of  the 
JBritifh  merchants  refident  in  India 
with  England:  I  have  compared 
that  plan  with  the  arrangement 
adopted  under  the  orders  of  your  ho¬ 
nourable  court,  of  the  25th  of  May 
1798  ;  I  have  confidered  the  pro¬ 
bable  efreds  of  any  future  attempt 
to  provide  for  the  conveyance  of  the 
private  trade  of  India  to  the  port 
of  London,  either  in  the  Company's 
regular  flips,  or  in  extra  flips  hired 
in  England;  and  I  have  adverted  to 
the  comparative  pradicai  operation 
of  the  fyft ems  adopted  by  this  go¬ 
vernment,  in  the  years  1798-9  and 
1  799- 1  800,  as  it  appears  on  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  exports  and  imports  of 
the  port  of  Calcutta  in  each  of  thofe 
years.  I  have  alfo  fubmitted  to 
your  examination,  a  combined  view 
of  the  motives  which  induce  me  to 
revert  to  the  plan  of  Odober  17Q8, 
for  the  prefent  feafon  ;  and  to  form 


an  anxious  expedation,  that  my  con- 
dud  in  this  proceeding  may  meet 
with  your  approbation  and  counte¬ 
nance,  and  may  become  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  an  improved  and  durable 
fyftem  of  intercourfe  between  India 
and  England,  under  the  fandion  of 
your  authority. 

74.  The  rapid  growth  of  the 
foreign  trade,  during  the  laft  feafon, 
urgently  demanded  the  immediate 
interference  of  your  government  on 
the  fpot:  The  number  of  foreign 
flips  adually  in  the  portofCaleutta ; 
the  alacrity,  enterprife,  and  (kill  of 
the  foreign  agents,  now  affiduoufly 
employed  in  providing  cargoes,  and 
the  neceffary  inadion  and  languor 
of  the  Britifi  private  trade,  em- 
barralfed  by  the  reftraints  of  the  ex- 
ifting  law,  created  a  ferious  appre- 
henfon  in  my  mind,  that  any  further 
delay  in  the  decifion  of  this  moment¬ 
ous  queftion  might  occafion  evils, 
of  which  the  remedy  might  hereafter 
become  confiderably  difficult,  if  not 
abfolutely  inipradicable.  The  un- 
r  eft  rained  progrefs  of  the  foreign 
trade  in  the  prefent  feafon,  added  to 
its  great  increafe  during  the  laft, 
might  have  eftablified  its  predomi¬ 
nance  over  the  private  trade  of 
Britifi  fubjeds,  to  an  extent  which 
no  future  regulation  might  have 
proved  fufficient  to  limit  or  reftrain. 
The  difficulty  of  diverting  this  lu¬ 
crative  commerce  from  the  channel 
into  which  it  had  been  forced,  would 
naturally  be  aggravated,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  length  of  time  during 
which  the  trade  fiould  continue  to 
flow  in  that  courfe. 

75.  Under  thefe  ferious  impref- 
fions,  and  convinced  that  a  prompt 
decifton  was  demanded,  with  a  de¬ 
gree  of  exigency  equal  to  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  queftion  at  ifliie,  I 
direded  the  accompanying  notice  to 
be  publifhed  at  Fort  William,  on 
the  19th  inftant ;  and  I  ordered  the 

govern- 
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governments  of  Fort  St.  George  and 
Bombay  to  publifh  correfpondent 
advertifements  at  thofe  prefidencies, 
with  fuch  modifications  as  local  cir- 
cumftances  may  render  indifpenfibly 
neceflary. 

76.  It  will  reft  with  your  ho¬ 
nourable  court  to  determine  whether 
this  plan  {hall  be  rendered  perma¬ 
nent.  A  temporary  reftraint  is  now 
applied  to  the  progrefs  of  the  foreign 
trade  in  India  during  the  prefent 
feafon  ;  and  a  temporary  encourage¬ 
ment  is  granted,  for  the  fame  period 
of  time,  to  that  of  Britifti  fubjefts 
refident  within  your  dominions. 
Ample  time  is  thus  afforded  for  the 
deliberate  formation  of  your  final 
judgment ;  therefult  of  which  I  (hall 
await  with  a  refpedful,  but  con¬ 
fident  hope,  that  your  wifdom  may 
approve  and  perpetuate  the  policy 
which  dictated  my  orders  of  the  5  th 
of  O&ober  1 798,  and  of  the  1 9th  of 
September  1800  ;  and  that  your 
liberality  may  confirm  to  all  the  in- 
terefts  afte&ed  by  this  important 
meafure,  the  lafting  enjoyment  of 
thofe  commercial  and  political  ad¬ 
vantages,  which  it  has  been  my  con- 
ftant  endeavour,  under  your  counte¬ 
nance  and  favour,  to  cultivate,  to 
improve,  and  to  extend. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Honourable  Sirs, 

With  the  greateft  refpecl, 
Your  moft  obedient, 

And  faithful  fervant, 
WELLESLEY. 

The  Hon.  Court  of  Directors. 


Second  Report  of  the  Special 
Committee  appointed  to  take  in¬ 
to  confederation  the  Letters  from 
the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 

Your  committee  have  confidered, 
with  due  attention,  the  two  letters, 
on  which  the  court  were  pleafed,  by 
their  reference  of  the  24th  inftant. 


to  require  the  opinion  of  your  com- 
mittee,  namely ; 

One  from  the  Right  Honourable 
Henry  Dundas  to  the  chairman, 
dated  the  21  ft  March  1801  ;  and 

Another  from  Marquis  Wellefley, 
governor-general  of  Bengal,  to  the 
court  of  directors,  dated  the  30th 
September  1S00; 

Both  on  the  important  queftion 
of  enlarging  the  trade  of  Britifti 
fubjedls  between  India  and  this 
country. 

The  firft  of  thefe  letters  is  an  an- 
fwer  to  the  report  of  your  com¬ 
mittee,  dated  the  27  th  of  January 
laft,  which  the  court  fubmitted  to 
the  confideration  of  Mr.  Dundas. 

In  that  report,  your  committee 
endeavoured  to  take  a  comprehen- 
five  view  of  the  nature,  the  grounds, 
the  confequences  of  the  enlargement 
which  has  been  contended  for,  of  the 
extent  to  which  it  might  be  fafe 
and  expedient  to  carry  it,  and  of  the 
limits  which,  not  merely  the  rights 
of  the  Company,  but  with  more  com¬ 
manding  energy,  the  interefts  of  the 
empire,  required  to  be  prefcribed  to 
it. 

Upon  a  fubjeft  fo  momentous, 
your  committee  could  not  but  at¬ 
tend,  with  folicitude,  to  the  opinion 
of  fo  high  an  authority  as  Mr. 
Dundas  ;  and  it  is,  in  the  firft  place, 
with  fincere  fatisfadlion  that  they 
fee  from  him,  a  declaration  fo  well 
becoming  his  candour,  that  the  dif- 
cuffion  w'hich  has  been  maintained 
between  him  and  the  court  of  direc¬ 
tors,  on  the  fubjedt  in  queftion,  has 
not  been  a  controverfy  about  the  re- 
fpedlive  powers  of  the  department 
of  control  and  of  the  Company, 
but  rather  an  argumentative  enquiry 
into  the  meafures  which  the  prefent 
fituation  and  claims  of  the  private 
trade  between  India  and  Europe 
rendered  proper  for  the  court  to 
adopt.  As  he  intended  to  argue. 
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not  lefs  for  the  intereft  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  than  of  the  Nation,  in  which 
your  committee  truth  the  court  have 
imitated  him,  by  viewing  the  pub¬ 
lic  good  equally  with  that  of  their 
condiments,  fo  he  explicitly  affirms, 
that  this  is  a  fubjeft  over  which  the 
commiffioners  for  the  affairs  of  India 
have  no  control ;  and  it  is  therefore 
his  conclufion,  that  if  the  court  of 
directors  are  not  convinced,  by  the 
xeafonings  oppofed  by  him  and  others 
to  the  opinion  they  have  formed,  it 
rertiains  only  that  they  immediately 
aft  upon  that  opinion.  This  inftance 
of  cerreft  regard  to  the  rights  of  the 
Company,  your  committee  hope 
may  hereafter  be  inftruftive  to  thofe 
who,  diffatisfied  with  the  exercife  of 
the  Company’s  commercial  powers, 
might  naturally  be  difpofed  to  pre¬ 
fume  upon  their  uncertainty  or  in¬ 
efficiency. 

Your  committee  alfo  cannot  but 
teftify  the  pleafure  they  receive, 
from  finding  all  the  great  principles 
afferted  in  their  refolutions  of  the 
27th  of  January  laft,  as  the  fitteft 
for  the  government  and  preferva- 
tion  of  Britifh  India,  ftrenuoufly  pro¬ 
filed  by  Mr.  Dundas  ;  particularly 
that  the  adminiftration  of  our  In¬ 
dian  empire,  and  the  intercomffe 
between  it  and  this  country,  Ihould 
be  maintained  by  the  great  national 
organ,  the  Eaft- India  Company  ; 
that  the  colonization  of  Europeans 
in  Britilh  India,  and  all  meafures 
leading  to  it,  Ihould  be  prevented ; 
that  the  transfer  of  capital  from 
Great  Britain  to  the  Eafi,  in  the 
manner  capital  has  been  fent  to  our 
American  colonies,  in  order  to 
raife  produce  there,  would  be  the 
introduction  of  one  of  the  firft  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  colonial  fyftem ;  and 
that  the  bond  fide  trade  of  foreigners 
with  our  Indian  fettlements,  Ihould, 
under  due  regulations,  be  permitted. 

On  the  views  exhibited  in  the 


fame  report,  of  the  aftual  Bate  of 
the  trade  of  foreigners  and  Britifh 
refiaents  in  India,  and  of  the  con- 
duft  of  the  Company  in  refpeft  to 
the  latter,  Mr.  Dundas  only  paufes 
in  giving  any  opinion,  becaufe  he 
has  not  before  him  the  documents 
and  materials  on  which  thofe  views 
were  founded. 

In  a  word,  none  of  the  principles 
or  fafts,  advanced  in  the  report  of 
your  committee  of  the  27th  Janua¬ 
ry,  are  controverted  by  Mr.  Dundas. 
He  differs  from  your  committee  only 
in  a  fingle  point,  refpefting  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  thofe  principles,  in  a 
point  of  praftice ;  but  that,  to  be 
fure,  a  point  of  very  great  moment; 
Whether  the  fyftematic  eftablifh- 
ment  of  any  clafs  of  private  fhips, 
in  the  commerce  and  navigation  be¬ 
tween  Great  Britain  and  India  would 
trench  upon  thofe  principles,  would 
tend  to  introduce  European  coloniza¬ 
tion  in  India,  and  finally  endanger 
the  fyftem  by  which  that  country  is 
now  held  to  this  ?  Being  ftill  an  ad¬ 
vocate  for  the  ftated  admiffion  of  In¬ 
dian  fhips  into  that  commerce  and 
navigation,  he  is  of  courfe  perfuaded 
that  none  of  the  confequences  now 
mentioned,  and  before  more  fully 
ftated,  would  follow  from  it. 

Your  committee  have  given,  in 
their  former  report,  their  reafons  at 
large  for  very  ftrongly  apprehend¬ 
ing  that  fueh  confequences  would 
enfue.  Thofe  reafons  have  not  been 
particularly  examined,  and  they  re¬ 
main  unrefuted;  nor  has  any  other 
matter  come  under  the  notice  of 
your  committee,  which  at  all  affefts 
the  conclufion  they,  after  mature 
deliberation,  deduced  from  therm 

Hence  your  committee  are  unable 
to  alter  the  opinion  they  have  al¬ 
ready  delivered  to  the  court.  In 
this  momentous  cafe,  they  conceive 
that  the  probability  only  of  great 
danger  is  a  Efficient  objeftion  to 
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the  propofed  innovations ;  and  that, 
in  order  to  render  thofe  innovations 
admiffible,  it  ought  to  be  fatisfac- 
torily  fhewn,  that  no  fuch  danger  is 
at  all  probable. 

Mr.  Dundas  has  referred  to  the 
letter  of  the  governor-general  of 
the  30th  of  September  laft,  as  ably 
detailing  and  demonft rating  the 
grounds  of  thofe  opinions  which 
he  has  ftated  to  the  court  on  the 
fubjed  of  the  Indian  trade.  Your 
committee  have  thus  had  an  addi¬ 
tional  motive  for  perufing  with  care 
a  document  which  the  order  of 
court,  as  well  as  the  authority  from 
which  it  comes,  pointed  out  to  their 
particular  attention;  and  this  at¬ 
tention  they  have  bellowed  upon  it. 
Its  profelfed  delign  is,  firft,  to  give 
a  view  of  the  urgent  conliderations 
which  have  determined  the  gover¬ 
nor-general  to  revert,  in  the  way 
of  temporary  arrangement,  to  his 
plan  of  October  1798,  cs  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  private  trade 
between  India  and  London, ”  rather 
than  to  iollow  the  court’s  orders  on 
that  fubjed  of  May  1798;  and  fe- 
condly,  toftate  the  reafons  which  in¬ 
duce  him  to  hope  that  the  court  will 
fpeedily  confirm  his  proceedings,  by 
a  “  permanent  fyftem  of  regulation, 
founded  on  limilar  principles.” 

The  court’s  order  of  the  5  th 
May  1798^  which  the  governor- 
general  treats  as  a  fyftem,  and  un¬ 
der  that  notion  of  it,  confiders  “  its 
principles,  objects,  policy,  and 
practical  operation,”  was  merely 
incidental  and  occafonal,  arifing 
from  a  particular  fad  which  came 
before  the  court. 

The  Bengal  government  had,  in 
the  year  1797,  allowed  two  country 
Blips  to  come  to  London,  laden  on 
account  of  the  owners.  The  court 
were  of  opinion,  that  if  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  fending  home  private  fhips 
with  cargoes  were  at  all  conceded, 


it  ought  to  have  a  general  operation ; 
that  thofe  who  poflefs  fhips  fnould 
not  be  entitled  to  load  them  entirely 
with  their  own  goods,  to  the  ex, 
clufion  of  other  exporters,  who  had 
merchandize  but  not  fhips  :  they 
therefore  di reded,  that  when  the 
Bengal  government  fhould  grant  per- 
million  to  export  goods  on  country 
veffels,  thofe  veflels  fhould  be  hired 
by  the  Company,  and  freight  on 
them  given  to  all  qualified  perfons 
applying  for  it. 

This  was  merely  a  temporary 
provifo,  looking  to  one  objed— the 
equal  participation  among  all  the 
merchants,  in  oppofition  to  a  mono¬ 
poly  by  a  few  of  greater  capitals, 
who  were  fhip-owners,  of  whatever 
privilege  of  private  exportation, 
beyond  the  ftatute  tonnage,  might, 
at  any  time,  be  conceded.  It  muft 
be  well  underftood,  that  the  court, 
in  giving  that  temporary  order  up¬ 
on  a  fingle  point,  did  not  mean  it 
as  any  decifion  on  the  whole  of  this 
great  fubjed  of  enlarging  the  pri¬ 
vate-trade,  but  looked  forward  to 
a  general  difcuffion  and  ad j  Liftmen t 
of  that  fubjed,  which  the  agitations 
of  it,  then  commenced,  were  ren¬ 
dering  unavoidable. 

Before  this  order  of  the  court 
reached  Bengal,  the  governor-gene¬ 
ral,  on  the  5th  of  Odober  1798, 
complying  with  the  requeft  of  the 
merchants,  permitted  them  general¬ 
ly  to  fend  home  private  fhips  and 
cargoes,  as  had  been  done  in  1  797  ; 
the  fhips  being  hired  to  the  Com¬ 
pany,  and  relet  to  the  owners.  In 
tne  following  year,  having  received 
the  court’s  order,  he,  in  obedience 
to  it,  obferved  the  mode  of  freight¬ 
ing  therein  preferibed ;  but  againft 
this  mode  reprefen tations  were  made 
by  the  merchants  there;  and  the 
reafons  urged  by  them,  which  the 
governor-general  fully  adopts,  with 
other  conliderations,  which,  he 

Bates, 
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ftat£§,  appeared  to  him  to  en¬ 
force  a  recurrence  to  his  plan  of 
1798. 

Into  this  firft  part  of  the  fubjeCt, 
however,  either  as  it  may  refpeCt 
the  merchants,  or  as  it  relates  to 
the  temporary  meafure  of  the  go¬ 
vernor-general,  your  committee  do 
not  think  themfelves,  at  this  time, 
particularly  called  to  enter.  Their 
immediate  concern  is  with  the  other 
and  more  important  part  of  his 
letter,  which  is  ftrenuoufty  to  re¬ 
commend  and  to  urge  (i  the  perma- 
f(  nent  eftablilhment  of  a  fy  ft  ema- 
<f  tic  intercourfe  between  the  ports 
((  of  India  and  that  of  London, 
((  regulated  by  principles  fimilar  to 
<(  thofe  adopted  by  the  Bengal  go- 
(t  vernment  in  October  1798  ;” 
that  is,  not  only  that  the  mode 
of  hiring  and  reletting  to  the 
owners,  private  Blips  for  private 
cargoes,  {hall  be  eftablifhed,  inftead 
of  the  one  enjoined  by  the  Com¬ 
pany  ;  but  that  the  permiftion  to 
fend  home  fuch  Blips  and  cargoes, 
which  had  been  formerly  given  oc- 
caiionally,  at  the  difcretion  of  the 
Company  or  their  governments,  and 
was  always  fubjeCi  to  any  limitation 
they  might  prefcribe,  {hall  no  longer 
reft  on  this  footing,  but  be  rendered 
permanent,  or,  in  other  words,  be¬ 
come  a  right,  and  this  without  any 
propofed  limitation  whatever,  as 
to  the  extent  of  the  trade. 

The  court  will  fee  at  once,  that 
this  is  the  main  queftion  difcuffed 
through  the  whole  of  your  com¬ 
mittee's  report  of  the  27th  January 
laft ;  a  queftion  upon  which  your 
committee  and  the  court  have  come 
to  a  refolution,  confiderably  differ¬ 
ing  from  the  conclufion  which  the 
governor-gerieral  deduces  from  his 
reafoning,  and  differing,  aifo, 
though  far  lefs,  from  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  Dundas,  between  whofe  views 
and  thofe  of  the  governor-general. 


there  appear  to  be  fome  very  mate* 
rial  difcordancies. 

The  governor-general  argues,  in 
fupport  of  his  propofal,  from  the 
inconveniences  of  the  reftraints,  li¬ 
mitations,  and  uncertainties,  under 
which  the  private  merchants  have 
hitherto  been  placed  ;  from  the  in- 
creafe  of  the  trade  of  Calcutta ; 
from  the  great  advantages  which 
would  refult  to  BritiOi  India  and 
the  fovereign  ftate,  by  encouraging 
the  produce,  {hipping,  and  expor¬ 
tation  of  the  former,  and  making 
the  latter  the  grand  mart  for  all  the 
exports  of  our  Eaftern  territories. 
He  next  reprefents  the  trade  of  fo¬ 
reign  nations  with  our  Eaftern  pof- 
feffions,  as  alarmingly  increaftng  ; 
thofe  nations  as  becoming  very  for¬ 
midable  commercial  rivals  to  us ; 
the  peace  andfecurity  of  our  Indian 
empire  as  likely  to  be  affeCted  by 
the  intrigues  of  numerous  foreigners 
reforting  thither ;  and  the  practi¬ 
cability  of  reducing  foreigners  to 
an  inability  of  doing  much  in  the 
trade  of  India,  by  giving  the  utraoft 
facility  and  encouragement  to  our 
own  merchants. 

All  thefe  topics  have  been  re¬ 
peatedly  brought  before  the  court, 
either  through  the  medium  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  governments 
abroad,  or  of  the  advocates  at  home 
for  the  free  merchants ;  and  they 
are  confidered  at  large  in  the  former 
report  of  your  committee,  who, 
after  a  deliberate  review  of  the  let¬ 
ter  from  the  governor -general,  are 
unable  to  difcover  in  it  any  branch 
of  the  fubjeCt  to  which  they  have 
not  already  adverted.  Some  of  the 
governor-general's  arguments  are 
accompanied  by  new  circumftances 
which  demand  attention,  and  all  of 
them  are  ftrongly  ftated  ;  but  the 
objections  to  the  propofed  enlarge¬ 
ments  ’which  he  has  alfo  noticed, 
are  not,  in  the  opinion  of  your  com¬ 
mittee. 
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mhtecj  fufficiently  weighed,  nor 
duly  followed  into  their  confe- 
quences.  Such  being  the  general 
matter  and  feope  of  the  governor- 
general’s  letter,  and  your  committee 
having,  in  their  former  report,  al¬ 
ready  mentioned)  likewife  entered 
fully  into  the  condderation  of  thofe 
objections  to  which  they  have  now 
alluded,  it  cannot  be  riece-ffary,  did 
the  limited  time  of  the  committee 
permit,  to  go  into  a  minute  dif- 
cudion  of  the  various  reafoning-s 

O 

which  the  governor-general  has 
employed,  ft  nee  that  would  un¬ 
avoidably  lead  your  committee  over 
the  fame  ground  they  have  already 
trodden ;  and  therefore,  without 
intending  the  fmalleft  failure  of 
refpeCt  towards  the  noble  writer  of 
the  letter,  or  any  elution  of  his 
arguments,  they  will  confine  them- 
felves  to  a  few  of  thofe  points 
brought  forward  by  him,  which 
either  mark  the  more  material  dif¬ 
ferences  between  his  opinions  and 
thofe  entertained  by  your  com¬ 
mittee,  or  contain  fuch  new  cir- 
cumdances  as  require  obferva- 
tion. 

I.  The  opinion  of  the  governor- 
general  appears  to  differ  from  the 
opinion  of  your  committee,  in  re¬ 
fpeCt  to  the  nature  of  that  trade 
from  Britifh  India,  which  it  is  now 
in  quedion  to  encourage  ;  and  aifo 
concerning  its  proper  extent. 

Your  committee  have  held,  that 
behdes  auowing  for  the  returns  of 
exported  Britilh  manufactures,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  aCt  of  1793,  a  pri¬ 
vilege  now  hardly  claimed,  the 
legitimate  and  the  only  confiderable 
object,  in  enlarging  the  private 
trade,  ought  to  be  the  remittance 
of  the  fortunes  of  Britilh  refidents. 
Mr.  Dundas  has  gone  upon  the  fame 
principle  in  his  letter  of  April  1800. 
This  was  the  main  objcCt  of  the  aCt 
of  1793  ;  and  in  the  eleventh  refo- 

vol.  3. 


lution,  fubmitted  by  your  com¬ 
mutes  on  the  07  th  of  January  lad* 
which  has  been  approved  by  the 
court,  it  is  formally  dated,  that, 
“  if  it  became  a  practice  to  add  to 
t(  the  native  dock  of  India,  caoi- 

3  x 

“  fal  belonging  to  refidents  in 
{S  Great  Britain,  and  tranfplanted 
(f  for  the.purpofe  of  forcing  the 
i(  produdlions  of  that  country  be- 
(i  yond  the  ability  of  its  own  means, 
(s  this  would  be  the  introduction 
(i  of  one  of  the  drd  principles  of 
(t  the  Colonial  or  Wed  Indian 
(C  fydem,  which  it  is  faid,  in 
(C  the  drft  refblution,  would  ulti* 
((  mately  hazard  the  lofs  of  our 
u  poffefiioris.” 

Mr.  Dundas,  in  his  letter  of  the 
2  lfc  ultimo,  fully  accedes  to  this 
doctrine.  The  eleventh  refolution, 
and  alfo  the  drd,  are  among  thofe, 
of  which  he  fays,  “  that  his  opini- 
i(  ons  entirely  accord  with  the 
(<  general  principles  contained  in 
“  them.”  The  governor-general, 
on  the  other  hand,  in  the  forty- 
ninth  paragraph  of  the  letter  now 
under  confideration,  didinCtly  af- 
ferts,  “  that  if  the  capital  of  the 
<(  merchants  in  India,  and  the  re~ 
iS  mittance  of  the  fortunes  of  indi- 
(i  vid-uals,  fhould  not  fupply  funds 
<€  fufdcient  for  the  conduct  of  the 
<s  whole  private  export  trade  from 
“  India  to  Europe,  no  dangerous 
t(  confequence  could  refult  from 
“  applying  to  this  branch  of  com- 
(<  merce,  capital  drawn  direCtly 

from  the  Britifh,  empire  in 
((  Europe.” 

His  Lordfhip  goes  on,  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  paragraphs,  to  date  what 
beneficial  confequcnces  would  refulc 
to  Britifh  India  from  fuch  anincreafe 
of  its  aCiive  capital,  as  would  aug¬ 
ment  its  produce  and  manufactures  5 
and  certainly  where  it  is  argued 
that  there  could  be  no  dangerous 
confequence  on  the  one  fide,  and 
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that  there  would  be  great  benefits 
on  the  other,  the  admiffion  of  this 
fpecies  of  trade  mud  be  underftood 
to  be  clear  ;  nor  can  it  be  denied 
that  it  feems  naturally  to  flow  from 
the  do<ftrines  frequently  held  from 
the  advocates  for  enlargement.  In 
another  part,  alfo,  of  the  letter,  the 
governor-general  argues,  “  for  the 
a<  extenfion  of  the  utmoft  praftica- 
ble  facility  to  the  Britifh  mer- 
**  chants  in  India  for  export  to 
London  and  to  fhew  that  it 
is  not  probable  any  increafe  of  pri¬ 
vate  Britifh  trade  in  India  would 
mecefiarily  produce  a  proportionate 
augmentation  in  the  number  of 
JBritifh  agents  reforting  thither,  he 
obferves,  that  Britifh  merchants 
there  would  be  t(  likely  to  be  e m- 
ployed  by  perfons  engaged  in  com- 
((  rnercial  concerns  at  homey  <who 
e£  might  eafily  conduct  their  ope- 
<(  rations  avith  India ,  through 
g(  the  Britifh  fubjefts  eftablifhed 
gt  there which  expreflion,  if  it 
has  not  reference  to  the  provifion 
of  1793,  in  favour  of  Britifh  ex¬ 
porting  manufacturers,  who  have 
hardly  ever  ufed  their  privilege, 
will  imply,  that  other  refidents  in 
Britain  might  become  parties  in 
the  Indian  trade. 

Now  here  is  a  grand,  and  even 
an  effential  difference  in  judgment 
and  principle,  between  the  governor- 
general  on  the  one  fide,  and  the 
court  and  Mr.  Dundas  on  the  other. 
It  muft  be  ufelefs  to  debate  about 
fubordinate  details,  if  this  great 
point  be  not  fettled. 

This,  therefore,  is  the  firft  quef- 
tion  :  Whether  we  may  authorife 
the  transfer  of  Britifli  capital,  for 
the  purpofe  of  raiftng  produce  in 
our  Eaftern  pof&ffions  ?  This  is,  in 
the  apprehenfion  of  the  court  and 
of  Mr.  Dundas,  it  is  ftill  in  the 
apprehenfion  of  your  committee  alfo, 
•ne  of  the  ufual  leading  principles 


of  our  colonial  fyftem.  It  would, 
in  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
tend  to  introduce  a  colonial  fyftem 
into  India  :  the  confequences  of  it 
cannot  fail  to  be  important  :  it 
ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  preci¬ 
pitately  acquiefced  in  ;  but  before  it 
is  aCted  upon  or  admitted,  both  the 
Company  and  the  Nation  ought  fo- 
lemnly  to  try  and  determine  it, 
with  a  deliberate  view  of  all  the 
bearings  and  probable  effedts  of  it. 
What  the  effects  of  it,  combined 
with  the  other  meafures  of  the 
fame  fyftem,  would  be,  your  com¬ 
mittee  have  in  their  former  re¬ 
port  endeavoured  to  inveftigate  at 
large. 

II.  The  fyftematic  eftablifhment 
of  any  clafs  of  private  fhips  in  the 
trade  and  navigation  between  India 
and  Britain,  which,  in  refpecl  to 
Indian  fhips,  the  plan  of  the-  go¬ 
vernor-general  involves,  is  another 
great  principle,  in  which  his  opinion 
is  at  variance  with  that  of  the 
court.  Upon  a  lefs  extenfive  fcale 
of  enlargement  than  that  for  which 
the  governor-general  pleads,  the 
court  have  feen  infuperabie  obftacles 
to  the  admiffion  of  this  article,  as 
has  been  at  length  explained  by  your 
committee  in  their  former  report. 

Of  the  reafons  therein  ftated 
againft  it,  your  committee  will,  at 
prefen t,  refer  to  one  only,-— the  high 
improbability  of  excluding,  for  any 
length  of  time,  Britifh  fhips  and 
owners,  and  merchants  refident  in 
Britain,  from  the  privilege  at  firft 
conceded  only  to  Indian  fhips  and 
refidents  in  India.  If  this  exclufion 
would  be  difficult,  as  your  com¬ 
mittee  have  maintained,  on  the 
more  limited  plan  of  enlargement, 
which  they  conceived  to  be  in 
queftion,  they  muft  be  of  opinion, 
that  if  fo  great  an  innovation  as  is 
now  propofed  in  our  fyftem  of  Indian 
policy  (a  change  certainly  not  with- 
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in  the  fcope  of  the  aft  of  1793), 
were  admitted,  that  exclulion  would 
be  impoflible  ;  and  indeed  it  would 
be  ufelefs  to  contend  for  it ;  becaufe, 
if  merchants  refident  in  Britain 
might  embark,  according  to  their 
difcreticn,  in  Indian  adventures, 
thro’  Indian  lhips,  to  the  indefinite 
multiplication  of  fuch  lhips  (whe¬ 
ther  ultimately  the  nation  might, 
cn  the  whole,  be  benefited  or  not 
by  fuch  a  new  (late  of  things,  and 
all  its  concomitants,)  they  might 
then  as  well  be  permitted  to  em¬ 
ploy  Englifh  lhips  at  once  ;  for  it 
is  not  the  country  of  the  (hips,  but 
the  enlargement  of  the  channels  of 
communication,  with  the  other  con- 
fiderations,  which  would  follow  a 
fyftematic  efiablifhment  of  any  clafs 
of  lhips  that  conftitutes  the  elfence 
of  the  objeftion  to  fuch  an  eftablifh- 
ment» 

III.  On  the  fubjeft  of  the  trade 
and  interco.urfe  of  foreigners  with 
our  Indian  poflfeflions,  your  com¬ 
mittee  are  concerned  to  find,  that 
the  fentiments  they  entertain  do  not 
in  all  things  correfpond  with  thofe 
of  the  governor-general.  It  is  to 
this  head,  that  the  circumftances 
new  to  them  in  his  letter,  chiefly 
belong;  for  he  has  fhewn  a  very 
large  increafe  to  have  taken  place, 
in  the  year  1799-1800,  in  the  im¬ 
ports  of  foreigners,  efpecially  the 
Americans  and  Portuguefe,  into 
Bengal,  and  in  their  exports  from 
thence.  This  is,  undoubtedly,  a 
matter  which  well  merits  attention  ; 
but  your  committee  are  by  no 
means  convinced,  that  it  affords  any 
ceriain  conclufion  in  favour  of  the 
argument  which  it  is  brought  to 
fupport,  namely,  that  the  transfer 
of  Britifh  capital  to  India,  and  the 
employment  of  private  Indian  lhips 
from  thence  to  England,  . Ihould  be 


fyftematically  permitted*  It  will 
be  proper  to  enter  a  little  into  this 
matter.  The  merchants  in  India, 
and  their  advocates  here,  have,  for 
feveral  pall:  pears,  infilled,  in  terms 
very  alarming,  on  the  increafe  of  the 
trade  of  foreigners.  They  repre¬ 
fen  ted  it  as  vafl:  and  as  progtelfive. 
Your  committee  have,  iii  their 
former  report,  from  the  moll  recent 
authentic  llaternents  of  the  external 
commerce  of  Bengal,  fhewn,  that 
from  the  year  1795-6  to  the  year 
1798-9  inclulive,  the  exports  of  fo¬ 
reigners  from  Bengal  uniformly  de¬ 
er  ea  fed,  and  that  their  imports  there 
alrnolf  uniformly  decreafed  alfo. 
From  the  fame  accounts  it  like  wife 
appeared,  that  the  amount  of  the 
trade  ol  America,  which  was  re¬ 
garded  as  the  moll  formidable  rival, 
varied  from  lefs  to  more,  and  again 
from  more  to  lefs  *  and  your  com¬ 
mittee  were  warranted  in  obferving 
further,  that  the  foreign  export  trade 
of  Bengal  did  not,  in  the  year  1 798, 
exceed  in  value  what  it  had  been 
thirty  years  before.  The  natural 
inferences  from  thefe  fafts  were, 
that  the  amount  of  the  foreign  trade 
was  hot  fuch  as  to  occaflon  any 
alarm,  that  it.  was  not  increaling, 
and  that  it  fluftuated  from  year  to 
year  ;  whence,  alfo,  it  was  fair  to 
fuppofe,  that  it  was  ftill,  in  fome 
meafure,  a  trade  of  contingencies, 
arifing  in  part,  no  doubt,  from  the 
belligerent  Hate  of  Europe.  So  far, 
therefore,  the  argument  from  the 
increafe  of  foreign  trade  was  inva¬ 
lid.  But  in  the  year  1  799- 1  800, 
there  appears  to  have  been  a  real 
and  confiderable  increafe  in  the  trade 
of  America  and  Portugal.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  governor-general’s  ftate- 
ment,  their  trade,  in  that  year,  and 
the  average  ol  it  for  three  preceding 
years,  will  Hand  thus  ; 
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Average  of  the  Years  1796-7,  1797-8,  and  1798-9, 

1799-1800, 

Excels  in  1799-1800, 


S1 


Hamburgh 

Copenhagen 

Lifbon 

America 


*795-6. 
657,431 
770,136 
1,024,943 
843,118 


Importe. 

1799-1800. 
72,333 


Rs  5,295,628 


00 

1,016,474 

4,636,391 

3,524,644 

9,269,812 


Imports. 

1,782,327 

8,181,005 

Export*. 

2,737,604 

7,130,372 

6,398,678 

4,392,768 

{rate  of  that  trade  in 

55-6  and  J  799- 1 800. 

of  external 

commerce 

0  t 

Exports. 

1795-6. 

1799-1800. 

1,737,342 

61,582 

813,832 

956,145 

2,181,371 

3,344,435 

i,949,3i9 

3, 785,937 

6,681,864 

8,148,029 

This  view,  with  forne  lights 
thrown  on  the  fubjeCt  by  the  reports 
of  external  commerce,  affords  ieveral 
ufeful  obfer  vat  ions. 

Firfi.  The  foreign  exports  of 
1799-1800  exceed  thofe  of  1795-6 
in  nearly  fifteen  lacks  of  rupees. 
This  is  the  total  increafe  cf  the 
trade,  compared  with  its  date  five 
years  preceding. 

Second.  The  foreign  exports  of 
1795-0  nearly  doubled  the  foreign 
imports,  confequently  Bengal  paid 
fo  much  more  than  it  received,  and 
the  greater  part  of  the  difference 
was  probably  Britifn  property,  fent 
out  of  that  country  by  cla  ideftine 
channels.  In  1799- 1800,  the  im¬ 
ports  exceeded  the  exports  in  about 
eleven  lacks,  and  this  was  perhaps 
the  firft  year  in  which  the  balance 
of  foreign  trade  was  thus  really  in 
favour  of  Bengal,  or  the  imports 
even  equal  to  the  exports,  fince  our 
acquisition  of  the  country. 

Third.  The  excefs  of  imports  in 
1 799- 1 800,  compared  with  1 795-6, 
is  about  fixty  lacks  of  rupees  ;  and 
it  appears,  that  a  very  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  this  fum,  probably  about 
three-fourths,  was  brought  into  the 
country  in  fpecie,  the  moil  advan¬ 
tageous  kind  of  import. 


Fourth.  It  is  to  be  collected  from 
the  reports  of  external  commerce, 
that  the  increafed  trade  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe  in  1799-1800,  arifes  from 
the  increafed  demand  for  India  goods 
in  the  Brazils,  Spain,  and  Spanifii 
America  ;  and  the  fubjeCts  of  the 
United  States  appear  to  augment 
their  trade,  partly  from  the  in- 
creating  confumption  of  Indian  com¬ 
modities  by  the  large  population  of 
that  portion  of  the  American  con¬ 
tinent,  and  partly  from  their  fup- 
plying  fome  of  the  Weft -India 
illands,  and  the  Spanifn  fettlements 
in  South  America,  with  thofe  com¬ 
modities.  This,  therefore,  may  be 
prefumed  to  be  a  bona  fide  trade ; 
and  in  our  prefen t  circumftances,  or 
whilft  war  continues,  it  is  not  likely 
that,  if  we  immediately  checked 
this  trade,  our  importations  to  Lon¬ 
don  would  reach  thofe  diltant  places 
of  conlumption.  The  conveyance 
from  India  direCt  would  have  fo 
many  advantages,  as  probably  to 
incite  a  new  activity  in  the  clan- 
deftine  trade  from  our  fettlements. 

Fifith.  It  has  appeared,  from  what 
your  committee  has  ftated  in  their 
preceding  and  prefent  reports,  that 
the  trade  of  foreigners  with  India 
has  been  liable  to  great  fluctuations 
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in  the  courfe  of  this  war ;  and  on 
the  whole,  therefore,  of  the  view 
and  expofition  here  given,  your 
committee  fubmit,  whether  the  in- 
creafe  in  the  foreign  trade  in  one 
year  be  of  fuch  a  nature  and  amount 
as  to  urge  to  any  indant  meafure  of 
extraordinary  magnitude. 

Cut  your  committee  fee  great’ 
reafon  to  doubt,  whether,  if  even 
the  meafure  now  propofed  were  a- 
dopted,  the  bs7wf.de  commerce  of 
foreigners  with  India  would  thereby 
be  greatly  diminidred.  The  advan¬ 
tages  with  which  neutral  nations  at 
prefent  carry  on  that  commerce, 
clearly  a  rife  in  part  from  their  neu¬ 
tral  character.  In  the  expence  of 
(hipping,  navigating,  and  infurance, 
they  fail  cheaper  ;  and  needing  no 
convovs,  they  perform  their  voyages 
more  expeditioudy.  To  this  is  to 
be  added,  that  the  import  duties  on 
Indian  goods  in  Portugal,  Den¬ 
mark,  and  Hamburgh,  and,  as  your 
committee  apprehend,  in  America 
alfo,  are  more  favourable  than  they 
are  in  London.  Whilft  thefe  cir- 
cumdances  continue,  it  feems  in 
vain  to  expert  that  the  home  con. 
fumption  of  thofe  countries  can  be 
fupplied  through  the  medium  of  Lon¬ 
don.  For  what  if,  bv  new  enlarge- 
ments,  an  amount  as  great  as  fo¬ 
reigners  now  carry  from  India  to 
their  own  ports  were  added  to 
the  private  exports  from  India  to 
London  ?  It  is  continually  faid, 
that  the  exportable  produce  of  India 
may  be  indefinitely  increafed  ;  is  it 
not  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  therefore, 
that  the  bullion  of  the  Americans 
and  Portuguefe  would  dill  find  the 
returns  they  needed  of  the  commo¬ 
dities  of  that  quarter  \  But  this 
] uncture,  when,  from  the  extraordi- 
narv  turn  of  the  war,  it  has  been 
even  reared  that  all  the  ports  of  the 
continent  might  be  fnut  againft  the 
(hips  of  this  country,  feems  parti¬ 


cularly  unprepitious  to  attempts  to 
attraCl  hither  any  large  portion  of 
the  Indian  trade  carried  on  by  neu¬ 
tral  nations.  As  it  is  the  war  which 
has  given  the.  chief  advantage  to 
foreigners  in  that  trade,  fo  the  re¬ 
turn  of  peace  will  afford  the  bed  op¬ 
portunity  for  rectifying  whatever 
may  dill  require  regulation. 

Although  your  committee  cannot 
allow  the  prefent  date  of  the  foreign 
trade  to  be  of  preponderating  im¬ 
portance  in  the  vad  quedion  now 
under  condderation,  yet  they  are 
forward  to  obferve,  that  befides  re. 
quiring  general  attention  to  its  pro- 
g refs  and  variations,  feveral  things 
in  it  call  for  the  interposition,  at  a 
feafonable  moment,  both  of  the  Go¬ 
vernment  and  of  the  Company,  The 
circuitous  trade  of  the  Americans 
with  foreign  Europe  is  a  violation 
of  the  treaty  of  commerce,  little 
merited  by  the  great  privileges  given 
them  in  that  quarter ;  the  Indian 
duties  alfo  on  exports  and  imports, 
feem  to  require  new  modifications 
in  favour  of  the  London  trade  ;  and 
if  thefe  things  were  duly  regulated, 
and  the  London  import  duties  on 
Indian  goods  brought  nearly  to  the 
level  of  the  moderate  impofts  at  fo¬ 
reign  ports,  it  appears  probable  that, 
with  the  advantages  of  peace,  the 
trade  of  foreigners  would  be  limited 
to  what  could  be  carried  on  with 
their  own  capital ;  and  this,  it  has 
been  agreed,  they  fhould  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  enjoy. 

But  your  committee  have  before 
obferved,  and  cannot  avoid  repeat¬ 
ing,  that  if  all  practical  meliora¬ 
tions  were  effected  in  favour  of  Bri- 
tilh  traders  in  India,  and  even  per- 
miffion  given  them  to  fend  their  own 
(hips  to  England,  it  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  that,  after  all,  thefe  conceffions 
would  infallibly  fecure  to  this  coun¬ 
try  the  trade  of  thofe  Britifh  re- 
lidenrs.  The  principle  relied  on  for 
E  -  obtain- 
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obtaining  that  fecurity,  is  to  make 
it  the  intereft  of  the  merchants  to 
confign  their  goods  hither  ;  but  fup- 
pofe  that  after  every  thing  practi¬ 
cable  is  done  by  the  Company  and 
the  Government  for  this  end,  it 
ihould  dill  prove,  at  times,  their 
intereft  to  addrefs  their  goods  to  fo¬ 
reign  ports  ?  Notwithftanding  what 
lias  been  faid  of  the  fuperior  advan¬ 
tage  of  fending  commodities  to  the 
largeih  market,  and  to  one's  native 
country,  conjunctures  may  arife, 
especially  in  the  deranged  date  into 
which  Europe  is  now  brought,  when 
this  may  not  be  the  moft  profitable 
courfe.  What,  then,  would  prefer ve 
to  the  Company  and  the  State  the 
expeCted  benefit  of  all  the  facrifices 
they  (hould  have  made  ?  Your  com¬ 
mittee  are  at  a  Jofs  to  pdve  a  fatis- 
factory  folution  to  this  interefting 
enquiry.  They  believe  the  com- 
inercial  hiftory  of  the  American  co¬ 
lonies,  now  independent,  will  fnew, 
that  no  privileges  conceded  by  the 
mother  country  to  the  trade  of  thofe 
colonies,  were  fufficient  to  prevent 
them  from  often  following  their  own 
interefi,  when  it  led  them  to  for¬ 
bidden  ports.  The  governor-gene., 
ral  has  ftated  in  the  letter  now  be¬ 
fore  your  committee,  that  “  it  ne- 
ver  can  be  practicable,  if  it  were 
i(  juftifiable  or  politic,  by  any  re- 
firiCtions  or  penalties  on  the  trade 
?£  of  the  Britifh  fubjeCts,  to  prevent 
sc  the  Increafing  produce  and  manu- 
<f  failures  of  India  from  being  con- 
?£  veyed  to  the  markets  in  Europe, 
sc  where  a  demand  for  fuch  articles 
-  ‘  fhall  exiftC*  The  objeCt  of  any 
reftriCtions  that  now  exift,  is  not 
to  prevent  the  exportation  of  Indian 
produce  tp  foreign  Europe,  but  to 
prevent  ..Britifh  refidents  from  car¬ 
rying  on  that  trade  for  their  own 
account.  From  the  iaft  report,  how¬ 
ever,  for  the  year  1799-1*00,  of 
the  external  commerce  of  Bengal,  (in 
which  are  feveral  pa  Cages  that  cal] 


for  obfervation,)  it  would  appear, 
that  fuch  reftriCtions  are  little  re¬ 
garded;  for  repeated  mention  is  made 
of  the  trade  of  Anglo- Danes,  or 
Bnt'tjb  JubjeBs ,  from  Bengal  to 
Copenhagen  and  Hamburgh.  The 
fubjedt  is  mentioned  openly  and  fa¬ 
miliarly,  it  would  almoft  feem  in- 
duflrioufly,  in  order  to  bear  upon 
the  queft ion  of  the  required  enlarge¬ 
ments  in  the  trade  to  London ;  for, 
it  is  faid  in  one  place,  ££  that  in 
(S  1798-9,  when  Britifh  merchants 
“  in  Calcutta  were  permitted  to  load 
(t  their  own  fhips,  or  to  make  their 
£-  own  arrangements  for  the  freight 
if  to  London,  there  was  not  a  fingle 
“  bag  of  fugar  or  bale  of  cloth 
f£  flipped  by  them  to  any  foreign 
££  port  •  whereas,  if  fuch  permifiion 
£*  had  not  been  granted,  the  fhip, 
f<  ments  in  Anglo- Danijh  veffels 
((  would  have  continued ;  as  mer- 
chants  in  every  part  of  the  world 
fC  will  run  many  riiks,  fooner  than 
<f  allow  their  {hips  to  rot  in  har- 
(i  boor,  if  employment  can  be  ob» 
<(  tained  for  them.1’  Though  it 
belonged  to  the  office  of  the  reporter 
to  bring  the  foreign  trade,  of  what¬ 
ever  defeription,  into  notice,  yet, 
as  in  the  palfage  now  quoted,  (whence 
by  the  way,  it  would  feem  that  to 
become  poffefied  of  fhips,  may  be 
ufed  as  an  apology  for  carrying  on 
the  clandeftipe  trade,)  and  in  other 
firpilar  paffages,  breaches  of  the  law 
are  brought  under  the  eye  of  go¬ 
vernment  and  of  the  court,  in  a 
manner  that  feems  to  imply  no  ex¬ 
pectation  of  pcciting  furprize  or 
animadverfion  ;  and  as  a  paftive  ac- 
quiefcence  under  publicities  of  this 
kind  may  yet  further  encourage  dif- 
regard  pf  the  pxifting  laws,  which 
cannot  but  he  inexpedient  in  any 
government,  your  committee  fub- 
mit,  whether  this  matter,  and  in¬ 
deed  the  whole  ftate  of  the  clan- 
deftine  trade,  does  not  require  fome 
attention  on  the  part  of  the  court  ? 
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In  the  former  report  of  your  com¬ 
mittee,  the  amount  of  the  clandef- 
tine  trade  of  Bengal  is  ftated  to 
have  been,  on  an  average  of  fome 
preceding  years,  about  twenty-five 
lacs  of  rupees  per  annum.  This,  as 
the  ftatements  exhibited  in  that  re¬ 
port  may  (hew,  is  to  be  underftood 
as  the  annual  amount  of  Brit ilh  for¬ 
tunes  fent  home  from  Bengal  by 
foreign  channels,  or,  in  other  words, 
the  fupply  which  the  remittance  of 
thofe  fortunes  gave  to  the  clandeftine 
trade. 

But  from  the  laft  report  of  external 
commerce,  and  from  other  circum¬ 
ftances,  it  now  appears  probable 
that,  of  the  remaining  thirty-one 
lacs  per  annum,  which  your  com¬ 
mittee  ftated  as  the  really  neutral 
trade  of  Bengal,  a  part  may  hare 
been  carried  on  with  capital  fur- 
nifhed  by  Britifh  refidents  there,  or 
by  merchants  in  London.  In  as 
far  as  this  adds  to  the  argument 
drawn  from  the  amount  of  the 
clandeftine  trade,  it  fubtra&s  from 
that  which  has  been  urged  from  the 
increafe  of  the  real  trade  of  fo¬ 
reigners. 

In  one  other  point  which  belongs 
to  this  head,  your  committee  feel 
themfelves  unable  to  adopt  the 
fentiments  of  the  governor-general ; 
it  is  the  apprehenfton  he  feems  to 
entertain  of  foreign  intrigue  and 
foreign  influence,  in  confequence  of 
the  prefent  refort  of  the  (hips  and 
adventurers  of  foreign  nations  to 
India.  That  this  is  a  matter  which, 
in  all  times,  and  under  all  circum- 
ftances,  fhould  engage  the  vigilant 
attention  of  the  Company’s  govern¬ 
ments,  is  a  very  clear  propofttion. 
To  remit  watchfulnefs  would  be  to 
invite  danger,  and  to  maintain  it 
is  the  only  way  to  keep  dan¬ 
ger  at  a  diftance.  But  your 
committee  are  at  a  lofs  to  con¬ 
ceive  how,  in  the  prefent  ftate  and 
circumftances  of  the  Britilh  Nation, 


and  of  foreign  nations  in  India, 
there  can  be  fo  much  room  for  the  in¬ 
trigues  of  their  agents,  or  fo  much 
to  be  apprehended  from  them,  as  in 
former  periods,  when  they  pofleflfed 
refpe&able  national  fettlements  and 
governments  in  India,  when  they 
had  national  reprefentatives,  who 
were  owned  by  the  princes  of  the 
country,  and  maintained  a  political 
intercourfe  with  them.  Now,  ex¬ 
cepting  the  fpots  ftill  occupied  by 
the  fmall  ftates  of  Portugal  and 
Denmark,  the  foreign  nations  of 
Europe  do  not  poflefs  a  foot  of  land 
on  the  continent  of  Hindoftan,  Our 
dominion,  on  the  other  hand,  is 
confolidated  and  extended  ■;  and  fo¬ 
reigners,  in  general,  are  obliged  to 
refort  for  their  commodities  to  our 
fettlements,  and  to  have  their  wants 
fupplied  through  the  medium  of  our 
fubjeds.  Without  national  fettle¬ 
ments  or  reprefentation,  your  com¬ 
mittee  cannot  apprehend  that,  if 
due  circumfpeftion  be  obferved  on 
our  part,  political  danger  is  to  be 
feared  from  them ;  efpecially  from 
fuch  nations  as  the  Americans, 
Danes,  and  Portuguefe,  whofe  do- 
meftic  circumftances  do  not  favour 
fchemes  of  obtaining  political  power 
in  the  eaft.  The  French  alone 
feem,  at  prefent,  to  be,  in  this  re- 
fpeft,  formidable  to  us ;  and  if  they 
again  obtain  footing  in  that  country, 
it  will  remain  for  us  to  employ 
thofe  precautions  which  the  cafe 
(hall  require. 

The  refort  of  foreign  military 
adventurers  to  India  is,  unqueftion- 
ably,  a  matter  of  very  ferious  con¬ 
fide  ration  ;  and  the  Company  and 
the  Nation  are  highly  obliged  to 
Marquis  Welleflcy  for  the  energy 
with  which  he  has  applied  himfelf 
to  the  corre&ion  of  that  evil :  but 
as  foreign  flags  always  have  had, 
and  muft  have,  accefs  to  India,  fo 
it  does  not  appear  that  it  can  be 
more  eafy  now  for  adventurers  of 
±  E  4  that 
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that  defcription  to  introduce  them- 
felves  into  Hindoftan,  than  it  was 
when  the  French  and  Dutch  poffe  fifed 
there  large  eftablifhments,  forts, 
and  military  of  their  own. 

IV.  In  the  laft  place,  your  com¬ 
mittee  muft  believe,  that  there  is  a 
Very  material  difference  between  the 
views  of  the  governoivgeneral  and 
thofe  of  your  committee,  refpedting 
the  confequences  which  would  fol¬ 
low  from  the  propofed  fyftem  of  en¬ 
largements. 

This  is  an  effential  part  of  the 
fubjeft,  on  which  your  committee 
have  already  given  their  fentiments 
at  large.  Unquestionably,  the  go¬ 
vernor-general  does  not  feel  thofe 
appreheniions  they  entertain  ;  if  he 
did,  his  principles,  yet  more  than 
the  flake  he  has  in  the  welfare  of 
the  empire,  would  with-hold  him 
from  fupporting  the  projected  inno¬ 
vations. 

Fie  desires  to  promote  the  profpe- 
j'ity  of  the  provinces  over  which  he 
prefides,  and  is  impreffed  by  what 
fippegrs  to  be  immediately  fuited  to 
to  this  end ;  but,  from  the  various 
important  events  which  have  oc¬ 
curred  in  the  fhort  period  of  his  go¬ 
vernment,  and  the  application  of 
his  mind  to  other  ftudies,  he,  though 
acquainted  with  the  general  prin¬ 
ciples  of  commercial  policy,  for 
which  the  court  alfo  maintain  a  li¬ 
beral  regard,  has  not  perhaps  been 
able  to  contemplate  the  effefls  of 
the  propofed  changes  in  a  commer¬ 
cial  country  like  this,  with  the 
lights  which  the  pofition,  mercan¬ 
tile  experience,  and  habits  of  the 
members  of  the  court  of  directors, 
reflect  upon  it. 

Your  committee  have  not  a  doubt, 
that  the  effects  of  the  privileges 
which  are  required,  would  be  very 
'great  upon  the  exifting  fyftem  of 
Indian  imerconrfe  and  connection, 
and  gradually  change  the  character 


of  that  intercourfe.  If  the  required 
privileges  are  given  to  one  clafs  of 
fhips,  and  one  clafs  of  Britifh  fub- 
jeCts,  it  will  be,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  committee,  even  impoftible  to 
with-hold  them  long  from  other 
claffes :  or,  if  thefe  are  denied  a  for¬ 
mal  participation,  they  will  foon 
infufe  thernfelves  into  the  hr  ft 
mafs ;  the  keen  fpirit  of  commercial 
enterprize  will  every  way  feek  to 
enlarge  its  liberty,  and  become  im¬ 
patient  under  remaining  reftraints ; 
in  which  view  it  is  not  unimportant 
to  remark,  that  “  to  avoid  the 
forms  of  office  at  the  India  Houfe,5* 
( the  bufmefs  of  which  it  is  impoffible 
to  tranfa£t  without  forms,)  is  already 
aftigned  publicly  by  the  reporter  of 
Bengal  commerce,  as  one  caufe  of 
fome  late  illicit  practices.  Many 
things  would  confpire  to  antiquate 
the  prefent  eftablifhment ;  and  the 
genius,  in  a  word,  of  the  commerce 
thus  carried  on,  rauft  progreffively 
tend,  more  and  more,  towards  an 
up  reft  rained  and  a  colonial  fyftem, 
If  it  were  now  propofed  to  ereCI 
another  commercial  company,  the 
propofal  would  probably  ftartle 
every  body  :  but  in  faCi  the  privi¬ 
lege  which  is  in  queftion  would 
eftablifft  an  in  te reft  of  a  niore  for¬ 
midable  nature,  and  containing  a 
ftronger  principle  of  growth  than 
could  be  involved  in  the  ftritt 
conftitution  of  an  incorporated  fo- 
ciety.  The  gradual  increafe  in 
numbers,  influence,  and  connec¬ 
tions  of  thofe  who  fhould  em¬ 
bark  in  the  trade  of  India,  under 
the  new  privileges,  has  been  ad¬ 
verted  to  in  the  former  report  of 
your  committee.  Moderate  as  is, 
in  truth,  the  whole  capital  yet  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  private  trade  of  Britifh 
India,  we  fee  that  thofe  concerned 
m  it,  who,  a  few  years  ago, 
had  hardly  any  often  Ability ,  are 
now  able  to  make  con  fider  able 
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movements,  both  In  India  and  in 
England.  It  is  obvious  that  the 
(lock  of  the  Eafl  India  Company, 
being  open  to  all  purchafers,  may 
in  time  be  largely  poflefled  by  per- 
fons  of  this  defcription  ;  and  that 
the  very  complexion  and  character 
of  the  Company,  from  whom  com¬ 
mercial  laws  for  India  emanate,  may 
at  length  be  changed.  It  is  not 
enough,  therefore,  in  treating  of 
this  fubjeft,  to  make  a  due  referva- 
tion  for  the  principles  of  the  pre¬ 
fect  India  fyftem,  and  for  the  rights 
of  the  Company  ;  the  great  point  of 
all  is,  feduloofly  to  examine  how 
the  meafures  profeflfed  to  be  adopted, 
with  proper  regard  to  thofe  prin¬ 
ciples  and  rights,  will  operate  :  nor 
is  it  enough  to  fay,  that  the  Com¬ 
pany  may  prevent  the  perverfion  of 
the  propofed  privileges,  or  reftrain 
them  if  they  are  found  inconvenient. 
It  is  not,  after  arming  the  prefent 
fpirit  of  innovation  with  new 
powers,  that  we  could  expeCt  to  be 
fuccefsful  againft  its  progrefs.  After 
men  had  embarked  largely  in  the 
new  fyflem,  and  fet  capitals,  (hips, 
and  adventures  in  motion,  then 
would  not  be  the  beft  time  to  tell 
them  to  hop.  They  would  plead 
the  interefts  they  had  engaged,  and 
engaged  under  the  fanCtion  of  autho¬ 
rity.  It  would  be  difputed  by  one 
part  of  the  Company,  whether 
thofe  things  which  another  part 
might  call  inconveniences,  were  fo 
or  not  ;  and,  in  fhort,  this  kind  of 
reafoning  puts  ail  to  hazard  in 
making  the  experiment. 

In  concluding  this  momentous 
fubjedf,  your  committee  are  induced 
to  offer  a  few  words  on  the  fituation 
in  which  they  find  themfelves  placed, 
with  refpedt  to  if,  as  directors  of 
the  Company  :  and,  in  exprefiing 
their  own  fentiments,  they  may  ven¬ 
ture  to  afifume,  that  they  deferibe 
thole  of  the  court  at  large. 
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No  part  of  the  duty  of  a  director 
is  more  trying  than  that  which  calls 
him  to  refill  private  and  perfonal 
interefts.  Thefe  are  always  aftive 
and  urgent,  and  apt  to  combine 
cenfure  with  difappointment.  Ia 
fupport  of  fuch  interefts,  thofe  to 
whom  they  appertain,  perhaps  many 
in  number,  and  united  together,  a<il 
immediately  in  their  own  perfons  ; 
whilft  the  public  intereft  is  managed 
by  reprefentation ;  and  the  eager 
affaults  of  numerous  individuals 
muft  be  chiefly  oppofed  by  an  in¬ 
ternal  principle.  Prejudices  have 
always  exifted  againft  the  Company, 
partly  from  its  power  or  manage¬ 
ment,  and  partly,  of  late  years 
efpecially,  from  doftrines  of  com¬ 
mercial  policy,  imperfeftly  under- 
ftood,  or  unfuitablv  applied.  The 
directors  have  been  held  to  main¬ 
tain  a  narrow  jealoufy  of  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  monopoly,  and  in  that  fpirit 
to  have  oppofed  the  liberal  ex  ten  - 
fions  which  the  public  interefts  re¬ 
quired  ;  but  they  are  not  confcious 
of  deferving  this  imputation.  They 
feel,  indeed,  that  it  is  incumbent  on 
them  not  to  furrender  the  rights  of 
their  conftituents,  without  being 
convinced  that  the  furrender  ought 
to  be  made  ;  but  they  have  examined 
the  prefent  queftion,  and  have  been 
very  much  guided,  in  the  determina¬ 
tion  of  it,  by  conflderations  of  na¬ 
tional  policy.  Such  conflderations 
muft  evidently  enter  now  into  all 
great  meafures  refpe&ing  the  export 
commerce  of  Britifh  India.  It  is 
painful  to  the  direClors  to  paufe 
upon  any  fchernes  that  feem  to 
have  the  profperity  of  that  coun¬ 
try  for  their  objeCl  ;  they  flneerely 
wifh  it  to  be  flouriihing  and  happy, 
but  alfo  to  be  fafe.  The  Britifh 
refldents  in  it,  not  only  thofe  who 
are  actually  concerned  in  its  manu¬ 
factures  and  commerce,  but  the  fer- 
vants  of  the  Company,  employed  as 

public 
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public  functionaries,  all  defire  to  fee 
Its  induftry  promoted.  It  Is  natu¬ 
ral  they  fhould  become  Interefted  in 
the  fcene  immediately  before  them  ; 
it  is  alfo  laudable  :  and  as  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  court  of  directors.  In  the 
prefen t  cafe,  greatly  refults  from 
confederations  lefs  within  the  fpbere 
of  the  ohfervation  of  their  fervants, 
it  is  not  impoffible  that,  charged  as 
it  will  be  by  others  with  narrow, 
timid  views,  it  may  appear  to  them 
to  wear  too  much  of  that  com¬ 
plexion. 

Confcibus  as  thofe  fervants  are  of 
loyal  and  affectionate  attachment  to 
the  mother  country,  an  attachment 
which  the  directors  are  allured  is 
warmly  felt,  they  may  think  the 
fears  of  diftant  evils  vifionary,  and 
partake  of  that  fentiment  which 
perfons  out  of  the  fervice  m an i fell, 
for  what  they  may  conceive  to  be  a 
more  expanded  and  magnanimous 
policy.  If  this  way  of  thinking 
fhould  fo  far  infufe  itfelf  as  to 
IciTen  the  regard  due  to  the  prefent 
fyftem  of  Indian  government,  of 
which  the  court  of  directors  is  the 
fnpreme  executive  head,  it  would 
be  every  way  unhappy.  No  mate¬ 
rial  change  in  that  fyftem,  if  fpe- 
culation  could  be  carried  forward  to 
one,  would  place  the  European  in¬ 
habitants  of  Britifh  India  on  fo  de¬ 
niable  a  footing,  as  they  live  at 
iwefent  under  a  government  of  va¬ 
rious  parts,  which  operate  as  checks 
upon  each  other,'  All,  indeed,  who 
argue  upon  public  principles,  are  for 
the  continuance  of  the  prefent  Indian 
fyftem  ;  the  court  of  directors,  how¬ 
ever,  forms  an  integral  and  even 
eftential  part  of  that  fyftem.  If 
their  a  dm  migration  is  difcredited, 
the  fyftem  itfelf  is  affeCted  :  and 
though  they  muft  be  far,  either  per¬ 
sonally  or  collectively,  from  pre¬ 
tending  to  be  exempt  from  errors; 
vet  the  conflderation  iuft  mentioned 


may  entitle  them  to  be  folicitons 
that  their  condud  fhould  not  be 
fubjeded  to  unneceffary  cenfure,  and 
thence  the  authority  of  the  court 
expofed  to  derogation ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  although  ail  juft  freedom  of 
communication  is  to  be  encouraged 
in  their  fervants  and  governments 
abroad,  it  muft  be  extremely  inex¬ 
pedient  to  have  differences  of  opi¬ 
nion  between  them  and  the  court, 
made  unneceffarily  oftenfible,  either 
in  India  or  in  England.  Oppofition 
to  the  court,  in  both  countries, 
muft  thus  be  {Lengthened  :  In  pub¬ 
lic  difeuffions,  which  arife  at  home, 
perhaps  the  great  weight  of  the  In¬ 
dian  adminiftration  may  be  forced 
into  the  fcale  of  thofe  with  whom 
the  court  has  to  contend  ;  and  the 
delegated  and  fuperior  authorities, 
which  ought  to  appear,  as  much  as 
poffible,  one  power,  be  placed  in 
oppofition  to  each  other ;  which 
will  manifeftly  tend  to  weaken  the 
credit  of  the  latter,  and  thence  the 
fyftem  of  which  it  is  a  conftituent 
part.  Your  committee  hope  to  be 
forgiven  if  thefe  obfervations  (hall 
appear  to  be  any  digreffion  from  the 
queftion  under  confideration  ;  they 
feemed  to  be  connected  with  that 
queftion,  of  which  your  committee 
will  only  further  fay,  that,  in  their 
opinion,  it  involves  in  it  ultimately 
the  permanence  or  the  gradual  fu. 
perceffion  of  the  prefent  fyftem  of 
Indian  policy, 
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MR.  DUNDAS’S  PLAN  FOR  THE  LIQUIDATION  OF  THE  DEBT  OF  THE 


EAST-INDIA 


Letter  from  the  Right  Hon.  Henry 
Dun  das,  to  the  Chairman ,  De¬ 
puty  Ch airman ,  and  Court  of 
Directors,  of  the  Eaft-  India 
Company ,  on  the  Indian  Debt . 

Clargesftreet ,  30 th  June  1801, 
GENTLEMEN, 

In  the  explanation  cf  the  affairs 
of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  which 
I  lately  ftated  to  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion,  that 
within  a  very  few  years  after  the 
return  of  peace,  the  Indian  debt 
might  be  reduced  within  proper  li¬ 
mits,  by  a  due  combination  of  the 
revenues  and  commerce  of  the  Eaft 
India  Company  ;  that  before  the 
expiration  of  their  charter,  the  fum 
neceffary  for  the  guaranty  of  their 
capital  will  be  accumulated ;  that 
the  additional  dividend  may  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  the  proprietors,  as  pro¬ 
vided  for  by  the  aft  renewing  their 
charter ;  and  that  a  due  attention 
will,  at  the  fame  time,  be  paid  to 
the  claims  of  the  public  for  partici¬ 
pation,  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  agreement  at  the  time  the  char¬ 
ter  of  the  Company  was  renewed ; 
and  the  more  clearly  to  elucidate 
my  ideas,  I  exhibited  them  in  the 
form  of  an  account,  founded  on  the  > 
data  pointed  out,  and  ftating  the  con- 
clulions  refulting  from  thofe  data. 

Although  it  was  my  intention,  as 
ufual,  to  publifh  the  detailed  ex¬ 
planations  I  have  been  accuftomed 
to  ftate  in  the  committee  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  day 
generally  appropriated  for  what  is 
called  the  India  Budget ,  I  have 
been  induced  to  give  this  feparate 
ftatement,  becaufe  it  has  been  fug- 
geited  to  me,  that  a  publication  of 
this  nature,  not  complicated  with 
minute  details,  but  embracing  a 
general  view  of  the  profpeft  of  your 
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affairs,  during  the  continuance  of 
the  prefen  t  charter,  may  lead  to  a 
more  fpeedy  and  accurate  confidera- 
tion  of  this  important  fubjeft. 

It  is  fcarcely  neceffary  for  me  to 
explain  why  there  is  a  peculiar  pro¬ 
priety  in  my  addreffing  the  following 
fheets  to  you.  Independent  of  the 
refpeft  and  attention  I  owe  to  the 
direftors  and  proprietors  of  the  Eaft 
India  Company,  and  of  the  deep 
intereft  I  muft  at  all  times  take 
in  their  concerns,  it  is  obvious, 
that  if  my  plans  are  fit  to  be  adopt¬ 
ed,  or  are  likely  to  be  attended 
with  the  wifhed-for  fuccefs,  the  ex¬ 
ertions  for  that  purpofe  muft  ori¬ 
ginate  with  the  Eaft  India  Com¬ 
pany,  and  thofe  exertions  muft  be 
continued  with  a  fteady  and  unremit¬ 
ting  attention. 

The  account  to  which  I  have  iuft 
referred  is  No.  I.  in  the  Appendix, 
The  refult  of  the  account  depends 
only  on  its  arithmetical  accuracy, 
if  the  data  on  which  it  proceeds  are 
not  liable  to  fome  fundamental  er¬ 
ror  ;  it  is  therefore  my  firft  wifh  to 
direft  your  attention  to  an  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  leading  features  of  the  plan. 

They  are,  lft.  An  arrangement 
abroad,  fo  that  a  full  million  from 
the  furplus  of  the  revenues  fhall,  at 
the  commencement,  be  applicable  ta 
the  purchafe  of  inveftments. 

2d.  That  the  inveftments  from 
India  and  China  fhall  amount,  at 
prime-coft,  to  four  millions  an¬ 
nually,  in  equal  proportions. 

Sd.  That  during  the  firft  four  years 
from  this  time,  the  Company  (hall 
avail  themfelves  of  the  power  they 
already  have,  under  the  aft,  for  aug¬ 
menting  their  capital  ftock  to  the 
extent  of  two  millions,  at  the  rate 
of  half  a  million  annually,  which  it 
is  fuppofed  will  realize  one  million 
fterling. 

4  th, 
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4th.  That  the  additional  money 
fo  railed  {hall  be  applied,  exclufive- 
ly,  to  the  liquidation  of  the  prefent 
Indian  debt  at  intereft,  either  by 
increafing  remittances  in  bullion  or 
export  to  India  to  that  amount,  or 
by  defraying  additional  bills  drawn 
from  India  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

5  th.  That  the  extinction  of  this 
debt,  now  calculated  to  amount  to 
fourteen  millions  flerling,  (hall  be 
carried  on  at  the  rate  of  one  million 
annually,  till  the  part  of  it  called 
the  decennial  loan  {hall  become  pay¬ 
able,  which  is  expended  to  take 
place  on  or  about  the  1807-8  ;  and 
that  the  fum  then  payable  on  ac¬ 
count  of  Indian  debt,  which  is 
Hated  at  35,000/.  {hall  bedifcharged 
in  that  year  :  on  which  fuppofitions 
the  debts  at  intereft  abroad  will 
then  be  reduced  to  4,500,000/. 

I  ftiall  be  under  the  neceffity  of 
troubling  you  withfome  explanation 
on  each  of  thefe  points. 

The  firft  requifite  is,  tc  an  ar- 
u  rangement  abroad,  fo  that  a  full 
“  million  from  the  furplus  of  the 
f(  revenues  ftiall,  at  the  commence- 
((  ment,  be  applicable  to  the  pur- 
((  chafe  of  inveftments.55  , 

The  neceffity  of  this  requifite  be¬ 
ing  accomplifhed,  will  appear  from 
the  account  I  have  already  referred 
to,  in  which,  in  the  fecond  year, 
credit  is  taken  for  the  fupplying 
4,000,000/.  prime-coft  of  inveft- 
ment,  with  a  charge  on  that  account 
on  the  '  trcafury  at  home  of  only 
3,000,000/.  This,  of  courfe,  pro¬ 
ceeds  on  the  fuppofition  of  the  re¬ 
maining  1,000,000/.  being,  in  that 
year,  fupplied  from  the  revenues  in 
India.  In  the  fubfequent  years, 
the  charge  at  home  for  inveftment  is 
fuppofed  gradually  to  be  decreafed 
below  3,000,000/.  in  proportion  as 
the  applicable  furplus  of  revenue  in 
India  is  increafed  by  favings  of  the 
intereft  of  debt  difeharged  ;  and  the 
progrefs  of  this  latter  operation  is 


pointed  out  in  the  two  accounts, 
No.  II.  and  III.  in  the  Appendix. 
I  am  well  aware  of  the  difficulty 
which  occurs  in  the  outlet  of  this 
whole  operation,  from  the  prefent 
burthened  ftate  of  your  finances  in 
India,  and  the  very  large  amount 
of  the  revenues  which  are  abforbed 
in  the  difeharge  of  intereft  at  fo 
high  a  rate  ;  but  this  very  circum- 
ftance  is  fo  deciftve  as  to  the  fuccefs 
of  the  meafure,  when  once  fet  in 
motion,  that  no  difficulty  is  fo 
great  that  it  ought  not  to  be  fur- 
mounted. 

The  eftimates  of  the  revenues  and 
charges,  which  I  ftated  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  were  drawn  up  from 
thofe  tranfmitted  by  your  govern¬ 
ments  in  India  ;  but  in  order  that  I 
might  proceed  with  as  much  cer¬ 
tainty  as  poffible  on  this  important 
article  of  the  plan,  in  addition  to 
the  exertions  of  the  accountant  of 
the  Board  of  Commiffioners  for  the 
Affairs  of  India,  I  requefted  the 
affiftance  of  your  very  accurate  and 
able  officer,  Mr.  Wright,  in  order 
that  they  might  jointly  examine 
and  correct  the  eftimates  tranfmitted 
from  abroad,  fo  as  to  enable  me  to 
form  the  beft  opinion  poffible,  to 
what  amount  you  might  rely  on  a 
furplus  In  India,  as  available  to  the 
purpofes  of  inveftment. 

The  eftimate,  No.  IV.  in  the 
Appendix,  will  exhibit  the  refult  of 
the  inveftigation.  It  is  prepared 
with  great  care,  and  certainly  abun¬ 
dant  caution  ;  but  it  is  the  fafeft 
fide  on  which  to  err  :  and  it  would 
be  imprudent,  in  a  matter  of  fo 
much  importance,  to  build  on  any 
furplus  that  does  not  appear  to  be 
clearly  warranted. 

The  amount  is  taken  at  8  00,000/. 
which  is  deficient  for  the  objeft  in 
view  to  the  amount  of  200,000/.  : 
but,  in  truth,  this  deficiency  ought 
not  to  be  ftated  at  fo  fmall  a  fum  as 
200,000/.  ;  for  “when  you  confider 

that 
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that  part  of  the  commercial  charges 
defrayed  in  India,  amounting  to 
about  180,000/.  have  not  been 
ufually  included  in  the  eftimates,  and 
likewife  confider,  that  other  unfore- 
feen  circunrftances  may  occur,  I  do 
not  think  that,  if  you  mean  to  en- 
fure  the  actual  receipt  of  the  fum 
required,  you  can  fafely  deiift  from 
your  exertions,  till  you  have  fecured 
in  India,  for  commercial  purpofes,  a 
fum  of  not  lei's  than  1,200,000/. 

There  are  feveral  circumftances 
which  lead  me  to  be  confident  in  my 
hopes  that  a  fum  to  that  amount 
will,  without  any  real  difficulty,  be 
obtained  in  India,  for  the  purpofe 
of  realizing  the  profpe&s  which  are 
detailed  in  the  account  before  you. 

In  the  firft  place,  I  can  have  no 
doubt,  that  if  you  fend  out  pofitive 
inil  ructions  to  your  governments 
abroad,  listing  the  importance  of 
the  object  in  view,  confiderable  ad¬ 
ditions  will  be  made  to  the  favingrs 
pointed  cut  in  the  corrected  eftimate 
of  Mr.  Wright.  This  can  only  be 
effectually  done  on  the  fpot :  but  it 
will  be  done,  if  your  fervants 
abroad  are  impreffed  with  a  full  con- 
yi&ion  that  the  objeCt  you  have  in 
view  is  fo  far  paramount  to  every 
other,  in  the  prefent  moment,  as  to 
claim  their  firft  attention.  In  this 
obfervation  I  point  chiefly  at  the 
army  extraordinaries,  which,  from 
the  preffure  of  the  war,  and  the  ex- 
penfive  contefts  in  which  you  have 
been  engaged,  have  necefiarily 
amounted  to  a  very  large  fum,  aud 
cannot  fail  to  admit  of  great  reduc¬ 
tions,  of  the  details  of  which  at 
home  we  cannot  be  competent 
judges,  but  which  a  vigilant,  eco¬ 
nomical,  and  firm  government  on 
the  fpot  cannot  fail  to  difeover  and 
to  enforce. 

In  the  fecond  place,  it  is  not  im- 
poffible  that  feme  of  thofe  expenees, 
which  arc,  with  great  propriety, 
intended  to  be  of  a  permanent  na¬ 


ture,  may,  without  rifle,  be  poft- 
poned,  till  it  is  finally  afeertained 
that  they  can  be  defrayed,  without 
interfering  with  the  fum  requifitef  or 
inveftment,  according  to  the  plan 
detailed  in  the  fubjoined  accounts. 
No.  I,  II,  and  III.  In  this  ob¬ 
fervation  I  particularly  allude  to 
your  military  *eftablifhments,  as 
la  ft  reviled.  In  the  orders  youfent 
out  fome  months  ago,  confiderable 
reductions  were  made  in  your  mili¬ 
tary  expenditure  ;  and  I  obferve,  in 
the  correCled  eftimate,  No.  IV.  that 
the  faving  in  confequence  is  com¬ 
puted  at  270,000 /.  Thefe  reduc¬ 
tions  were  ordered  upon  a  very 
accurate  examination,  and,  to  the 
beft  of  my  judgment,  it  would  not 
be  proper,  in  a  future  permanent 
arrangement,  to  make  them  to  a 
greater  extent :  but  when  fo  great 
an  object  is  at  flake,  I  fhouid  be 
clearly  of  opinion,  for  confidering 
how  far  any  parts  of  the  propofed 
eftablifhment  might  be  poftponed. 
In  the  notandum  fubjoined  to  the 
corrected  eftimate,  No.  IV.  Mr. 
Wright  obferves,  that  if  the  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  artillery  could  be  poft¬ 
poned,  it  would  fave  54,000/.  ; 
but  I  confider  the  addition  ordered 
to  your  artillery  eftablifhment  to  be 
of  fuch  deep  importance  to  the  fe- 
curity  of  your  extended  Indian  em¬ 
pire,  that  I  do  not  think  the  faving 
fuggefted  ought  to  be  adopted.  Rut 
I  think  differently  with  regard  to 
the  other  notandum ;  and  when  fo 
great  a  faving  can  be  made  as 
153,000 /.  by  keeping  the  native 
regiments  at  1400  privates,  in  place 
of  iC'OOor  1800,  I  cannot  doubt  in 
adviftng  you  to  make  that  reduc¬ 
tion.  In  truth,  there  is  no  rifk  ; 
for,  in  the  cafe  of  emergency,  the 
native  troops  could  be  recruited 
with  the  utmoft  expedition,  to  the 
ultimate  propofed  eftablilhment,  or 
indeed  to  any  amount. 

In  thefe  obfervations  you  will 
,  obferve, 
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obferve,  that  I  have  confined  my- 
felf  folely  to  the  confideration  of 
military  retrenchments.  I  have 
done  fo,  becaufe  l  am  convinced 
that  any  attempt  to  make  any  con¬ 
fide  rable  reduction  in  your  civil 
eftablifh  ments  would  be  productive 
of  all  the  inconveniences  attending 
inadequate  allowances  to  your  civil 
fervants*  Such  a  fyftem  would  lead 
to  all  the, fatal  confequences  refulting 
from  the  exaction  of  private  unwar¬ 
ranted  allowances,  which  it  has 
been  the  great  objeCt  of  the  prefent 
fyftem  of  Indian  adminiftration  to 
annihilate.  At  the  fame  time,  this 
is  no  reafon  why  even  your  civil 
expences  may  not  merit  your  atten¬ 
tion,  to  the  effeCt  of  inftruCting  your 
governments  to  refrain  from  any 
expenditure  of  a  contingent  nature, 
which  would  lead  to  any  confiderable 
expence,  and  refpeCting  which  there 
is  no  immediate  urgency,  why  it 
fhould  be  executed  at  the  prefent 
rather  than  any  future  moment. 
Although,  at  this  diftance,  I  cannot 
take  it  upon  me  to  fpecify  all  the 
particular  items  of  expenditure,  on 
which  retrenchments  may  be  made, 

I  cannot  permit  myfelf  to  entertain 
any  unreasonable  diffidence  on  the 
fubjeCt,  when  1  look  to  the  ftate  of 
your  expences  in  India  at  a  former 
period.  I  do  not  carry  that  refe. 
rence  to  an  early  period,  becaufe  I 
am  aware  that,  within  thefe  very 
few  years,  a  large  permanent  ex¬ 
pence  was  moft  properly  incurred, 
by  the  arrangement  which  took 
place  for  rendering  the  condition  of 
your  military  fervants  more  com¬ 
fortable,  in  a  variety  of  refpe&s. 

I  refer,  however,  to  the  charges  of 
all  kinds,  as  they  flood  in  the  year 
1  797-8,  and  the  amount  of  them 
was  7,65  0,654 /.  a  fum  far  inferior 
to  that  contained  in  the  eftimate 
now  exhibited  by  your  auditor, 
amounting  to  8,851,200/.  It  is 


true,  that  fince  that  period  gfeat 
additions  have  been  made  to  your 
territorial  pofteffions,  and  very  con¬ 
fiderable  additions  to  your  military 
expenditure  are  created,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  very  beneficial  alli¬ 
ances  you  have  formed  with  the  na¬ 
tive  powers  in  India.  Thefe  con¬ 
siderations,  however,  do  not  operate 
again#  the  probability  of  what  I  am 
endeavouring  to  eftablifh  ;  for  as  to 
addition  of  territories,  it  cannot 
efcape  obfervation,  that  the  events 
which  produced  thofe  additions  have 
at  the  fame  time  tended  to  increafe 
the  fecurity  of  your  own  pofteffions, 
by  narrowing  their  frontier,  and 
annihilating  your  moft  powerful  and 
inveterate  enemy ;  and  wherever 
you  are  obliged  to  increafe  your  mi¬ 
litary  eftablifhments  in  confequence 
of  alliances,  you  have  received  a 
fubfidy  fully  adequate  to  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  thofe  fubfidiary  engage¬ 
ments. 

It  is  proper  here  to  remind  you, 
that,  in  the  obfervations  I  have 
made,  to  eftablifh  the  probability  of 
the  requifite  aid  to  be  derived  from 
a  furplus  revenue  in  India,  I  have 
taken  no  credit  for  the  expectations 
I  am  entitled  to  entertain  from  the 
increafing  profperity,  cultivation, 
and  confequent  population,  of  our 
Indian  territories.  Our  revenues, 
for  feme  years,  have  been  in  a  ftat$ 
of  progreffive  increafe,  and  the  fame 
caufe  muft  continue  to  operate  in 
producing  the  fame  effeCts.  I  thall 
not  indulge  myfelf,  at  prefent,  in 
difquifitions  of  that  nature,  as  it 
would  lead  me  far  beyond  the  bounds 
I  have  preferibed  to  myfelf  in  this 
addrefs.  I  ftate  the  circumftance, 
without  meaning  to  draw  any  other 
conclufton  than  what  muft  occur  to 
every  body,  viz.  that  the  happy 
change  which  recent  events  have 
produced  on  our  affairs  in  India, 
muft  ftrengthen  and  invigorate  every 
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hope  and  expectation  founded  on 
their  prefent  Hate.  Every  fyHem 
of  beneficial  finance, ■  commerce,  and 
economical  adminiHration,  can  now 
be  adopted  and  purfued,  with  more 
Headinefs  and  certainty  of  fuccefs, 
than  it  could  be  under  circumHances 
of  precarious  fecurity  and  unremit¬ 
ting  anxiety. 

Having  now  Hated  to  you  a 
faving  upon  your  eftimates  to  an 
amount  producing  near  a  million 
furplus  in  India,  and  having  like- 
wife  Hated  the  profped  of  a  larger 
furplus,  both  from  the  probability 
of  further  retrenchments,  and  from 
the  almoH  certainty  of  a  progreffive 
increasing  revenue,  I  might  fafely 
leave  this  part  of  the  propofition, 
upon  what  I  have  already  obferved  : 
but,  to  remove  all  ambiguity  on  the 
fubjed,  I  think  it  proper  to  re¬ 
mind  you,  that  in  the  end  of  the 
year  1803,  or  beginning  of  the 
year  1804,  the  debt  due  to  the  con- 
folidated  creditors  of  the  late  Nabob 
of  Arcot  will  be  liquidated,  fo  as  to 
fetfreeafum'of  not  lefs  than  6,2  1,000 
pagodas,  amounting,  in  pounds  Her- 
ling,  to  the  fum  of  248,400/. 
This  fum  will,  of  courfe,  be  appli¬ 
cable  to  thedifeharge  offuch  further 
debts  of  the  late  and  prefent  Na¬ 
bob  as  are  not  included  in  the  for¬ 
mer  arrangement.  The  Eafl- India 
Company  itfelf  is  a  creditor  to 
a  large  amount,  and,  according 
to  the  arrangement  fuggeHed  by 
Marquis  Wellefley,  in  his  letter  to 
the  Nabob,  of  24th  of  April  l  799, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  at  leaH 
one  half  of  the  fum  fo  fet  free  will 
be  appropriated  to  the  extinction  of 
the  debt  due  to  the  Company,  and 
will,  of  courfe,  to  that  amount,  add 
to  the  furplus  of  the  revenues  appli¬ 
cable  to  inveftment.  But  this  is 
not  all  ;  for,  according  to  the  letter 
I  have  wrote  to  you  this,  day,  on 
the  fubjed  of  the  private  unconfoli- 


dated  debts  of  the  late  and  prefent 
Nabob,  there  feems  no  doubt  that 
the  whole  of  the  6,21,000  pagodas, 
already  referred  to,  will  be  at  your 
difpofal,  for  the  purpofes  of  in  veil - 
ment.  My  letter,  with  its  en- 
clofures,  points  out  to  you  the  ob¬ 
vious  mode  in  which  this  is  to  be 
aecomplifhed ;  and  the  efFed  of  the 
tranfadion,  if  agreed  to  by  you, 
will  be  to  give  an  immediate  com¬ 
mercial  refource,  to  the  amount  of 
the  whole  6,21,000  pagodas,  pay¬ 
ing  to  the  creditors  their  debts  at 

home,  by  fuch  diftant  inHalments  as 
•> 

can  never  prove  any  inconvenience 
to  your  treafury  at  home,  or  tend, 
in  any  degree,  to  difturb  the  fnb- 
fiantial  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
the  meafure  which  I  am  now  en¬ 
deavouring,  with  great  earneftnefs, 
to  imprefs  upon  your  attention.  It 
is  fcarcely  necefiary  toobferve,  that 
the  efFed  of  the  plan  will  be  to  put 
into  your  pockets  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  amount  of  intereH  payable 
to  you  by  the  Nabob,  and  the  four 
per  cent,  payable  by  you  at  home  to 
the  creditors,  according  to  the 
agreement  you  may  make  with  them 
in  confequence  of  their  propofals ; 
and  the  only  effed  it  will  have 
upon  the  whole  refill t  of  the  account 
is,  a  diminution  on  the  balances  at 
home,  from  the  period  when  the  in¬ 
Halments  agreed  upon  with  the  cre¬ 
ditors  fhall  become  payable  ;  and 
the  aggregate  of  thefe  payments 
will,  pro  tanto ,  create  a  diminution 
of  the  balance  Hated  to  accrue  at 
the  expiration  01  the  charter. 

As  I  confider  this  laH  head  to  be 
of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the 
whole  fuccefs  of  the  propofition  in 
quefiion,  and  as  fo  many  mifappre- 
henfions  have  appeared,  and  fo  many 
mifreprefen rations  have  been  held 
out  refpeding  it,  I  have  thought  it 
my  duty  to  ltate  my  ideas  upon  it 
at  greater  length  than  I  at  firfi  in¬ 
tended  ; 
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tended  ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  I  trull 
1  may,  with  confidence,  relb  affured 
in  the  conviction,  that  one  million 
Iterling  will  be  attainable  from  the 
furplus.  revenues  of  India,  to  co¬ 
operate  with  the  other  commercial 
refources  of  the  Company,  in  pro¬ 
ducing  the  beneficial  refults,  ftated 
to  proceed  from  thofe  refources  of 
revenue  and  commerce,  judicioufly 
combined  together  ;  and  it  only  re¬ 
mains  to  remark,  that  if,  after  every 
exertion,  and  contrary  to  every  ra¬ 
tional  probability,  there  fliould  be 
any  deficiency,  the  inconvenience 
arifing  from  it  to  the  general  objedt 
in  view,  will  be  obviated  by  your 
ordering  your  government  abroad, 
for  the  fhort  period  that  may  be  ne- 
ceffary,  to  pay  as  much  of  the  inte¬ 
rest  of  the  debt  in  India,  by  bills 
on  the  court  of  Directors,  as  may 
be  required  to  fecure  the  objedi  of  a 
million  furplus  in  India,  applicable 
to  the  purpofes  of  inveftment.  The 
only  confequence  of  doing  fo  would 
he,  to  a  very  fmall  amount,  to  di- 
mi  nifn  the  progreffive  accruing  ba¬ 
lance  of  your  cafh  at  home  ;  but 
your  profpedt  of  abundant  affluence, 
in  that  refpedt,  feems  to  be  fo  une¬ 
quivocal,  as  to  admit  of  no  dif- 
couragement,  in  the  profecution  of 
every  expedient  calculated  to  enfure 
the  fuccefs  of  this  very  falutary  mea- 
fure. 

I'he  fecond  requifite  is,  iS  that 
S(  the  inveftments  from  India  and 
C(  China  (hall  amount,  at  prime- 
u  coft,  to  four  millions  annually,  in 
“  equal  proportions.55 

This  does  not  require  any  minute 
explanation,  beyond  what  appears 
on  the  face  of  the  accounts  in  the' 
Appendix.  The  difficulty  of  find¬ 
ing  a  fufficient  fum  for  the  prime- 
coil  of  fuch  an  inveftment  will  chiefly 
occur  in  the  fir  ft  year  of  the  opera¬ 
tion,  when  it  is  requifite,  by  ex¬ 
ports,  by  bills  from  India,  and  by 


bullion,  to  find  an  aid  to  your  India 
cortcerns,  to  the  amount  of  five 
millions  fterling.  The  difficulty 
does  not  confift  in  any  inadequacy  of 
refources  at  home  to  make  thofe  ex¬ 
ertions,  but  in  the  means  of  fending 
fo  large  a  fum  ;  and  particularly  in 
the  means  of  finding  bullion  to  fo 
great  an  amount  as  b, 000,000/.  to 
which  amount  it  mult  be  found,  if 
the  full  five  millions  requifite  for 
the  firft  year  cannot  be  got  through 
the  medium  of  the  other  refources 
to  which  I  have  referred.  The  im¬ 
portance  of  the  objeCt  is  fo  great, 
no  exertions  ought  to  be  omitted 
that  can  furmount  the  difficulty  j 
and  there  is  fcarcely  any  expence 
that  ought  not  to  be  incurred,  ra¬ 
ther  than  endanger  a  failure  of  ad- 
miniftering  the  requifite  aid  to  your 
neceffities  in  India.  It  would  be 
improper  in  me,  for  obvious  reafons, 
to  derail  what  may  have  occurred  to 
me  on  the  fubjedt.  It  is,  indeed,  un- 
neceiTary,  for  I  know  you  will  find 
moft  able  advice  on  the  fubjeft  from 
fome  of  your  own  number.  Y ou  will, 
of  ccurfe,  feel  it  to  be  your  duty  to 
reprefent  the  importance  of  it,  in 
the  moft  forcible  manner,  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  mimfters,  who,  upon  an  ex¬ 
amination  of  the  particulars  I  have 
ftated,  and  fully  weighing  the  very 
brilliant  effects  it  will  produce  on  the 
commerce  and  revenues  of  the  king- 
dom,  cannot  fail  to  be  impreffed 
with  a  lull  conviction  of  its  being 
their  duty  to  contribute  every  aid  in 
their  power  to  fet  this  operation  in 
motion  on  its  firft  outlet,  which  is, 
in  truth,  the  period  when  the  chief 
difficulty  will  occur. 

I  now  proceed  to  obferve,  on  the 
fuggeftion  contained  in  the  two 
next  requifttes  l  have  before  ftated, 
and  I  trull  I  fhali  have  little  diffi¬ 
culty  in  obtaining  your  concurrence 
in  the  two  propofitions  to  which  I 
refer  :  lit.  That  it  is  your  duty  and. 
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Vour  intereft  now  to  make  life  of 
the  power  you  poflefs,  under  the 
aft  of  parliament,  3  7  Geo.  Ill* 
cap.  31,  of  augmenting  your  capi¬ 
tal  dock,  by  two  millions  fterling  ; 
and,  2dly,  That  the  money  fo 
raifed  fhouldbe  invariably  applied  to 
the  extinftion  of  your  debt  in  India. 

The  wifdom  of  this  policy  is  in- 
difputable,  both  on  commercial  and 
political  principles*  I  need  not  ob¬ 
serve  to  you,  who  have  been  fharers 
with  me  in  the  cohdud  of  thofe 
tranfadicns  which  have  taken  place 
for  fome  years  paft,  that  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  our  Indian  adminiftration 
has  been,  fo  to  combine  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  finance  and  commerce,  as 
that  they  may  be  mutually  fubfer- 
vient  to  each  other,  by  the  revenues 
of  India  adminiftering  to  the  wants 
of  Leadenhall-flreet,  and  on  the 
other  hand,  tire  treafury  of  Leaden- 
hall-ftreet  adminiftering  to  the  ne- 
cefftties  of  India,  when  the  fur  pi  us 
of  the  revenues  of  India  has  be¬ 
come,  either  partially  or  totally, 
inadequate  to  the  demands  created 
by  the  enormous  expences  of  an  ex- 
tenftve  and  complicated  war,  joined 
to  the  deftre  of  remitting  a  large 
and  valuable  inveftment  from  India 
to  Europe. 

I  have  had  occafion,  more  than 
once,  to  obferve,  that  although  I 
could,  without  apprehenfion,  ac- 
qttiefce  in  the  extension  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  ’s  credit  itt  India,  to  an  amount 
unknown  before,  for  the  purpofes  of 
war  and  inveftment ;  ftiil  that  ope¬ 
ration  muft  have  its  bounds,  and  the 
debt  muft  not  be  permitted  to  be¬ 
come  fo  unwieldy,  as  not  to  be  re- 
duceable  to  its  proper  fcale,  within 
a  moderate  period  after  the  return 
of  peace.  It  is  impoflible,  perhaps, 
with  perfeft  accuracy,  to  decide  the 
precife  point  at  which  the  borrow¬ 
ing  for  the  combined  purpofes  of 
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war  and  commerce  ought  to  ceafe ; 
but  I  believe  I  do  not  take  a  very 
unfafe  criterion,  when  I '  contend, 
that  the  ufe  of  the  Company’s  credit 
abroad,  for  the  purpofe  of  corn* 
merce,  ought  to  ceafe,  when  indi¬ 
viduals  find  it  for  their  advantage 
not  to  lend,  at  a  moderate  intereft, 
and  the  public  cannot,  of  courfe,  be 
accommodated,  but  at  a  very  extra¬ 
vagant  rate  of  intereft*  I  confidered 
the  ftate  of  the  Company’s  credit  In 
India  to  have  arrived  at  that  point, 
when  I  faw  the  debt  growing  to  a 
rate  of  intereft  at  ten  or  twelve  per 
cent*  in  place  of  fix  or  eight,  and  in 
addition  to  that,  the  creditor  ftipu- 
lating  for  himfelf  a  continuance  of 
that  loan,  for  a  defined  length  of 
time,  and  at  a  high  rate  of  intereft, 
not  lefs  than  ten  per  cent* 

When,  therefore,  I  faw  the 
amount  of  debt  iaft  year  rife  to 
above  ten  millions,  bearing  intereft, 
and  likely  ftiil  further  to  increafe, 
unlefs  put  a  flop  to,  I  thought  it 
my  duty  to  ftate  to  you  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  reftoring  to  India,  from 
your  treafury  at  home,  a  part  of 
that  balance,  which  had  found  its 
way  into  your  treafury  in  England, 
in  confequence  of  the  unprecedented 
ufe  of  your  credit  in  India.  It 
could  not  be  done  abruptly ;  and 
this  led  me  to  ftate,  laft  year,  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  I  was 
ready  to  meet  the  Indian  debt,  even 
at  the  large  amount  of  fourteen 
millions. 

From  what  I  have  above  ftated, 
it  will  not  be  underftood  that  I 
mean  to  pledge  myfelf  to  an  opi¬ 
nion,  that  in  any  cafe  it  is  proper 
for  the  Eaft-India  Company  to  bur¬ 
then  their  revenues  in  India  by  the 
contraction  of  debt  for  the  purpofe 
of  inveftment.  That  commerce  is 
the  only  proper  medium  by  which 
the  excrefcent  revenues  of  India  can 
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be  Conveyed  to  Britain,  admits  of 
no  doubt ;  but  it  is  by  no  means 
io  clear,  that  creating  a  commercial 
capital,  by  borrowing  at  high  inte- 
reft  in  India,  is  an  expedient  mea- 
fure.  It  is,  however,-  unneceflary 
to  follow  that  difquifition  further  at 
prefent,  becaufe  the  eftimute  you 
have  produced  this  year  is  a  proof 
of  your  acquiefcence  in  the  plan  of 
providing  the  prime-coft  for  your 
inveftment,  without  creating,  at 
prefent,  any  further  burthen  on  the 
revenues  of  India. 

From  what  I  have  already  hated, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  of  my  hearty 
approbation  to  that  meafure,  fo  far 
as  it  goes  ;  but  when  it  is  of  fuch 
infinite  importance  to  all  your  fu¬ 
ture  commercial  profpedts,  to  re¬ 
cover,  as  fpeedily  as  poffible,  the 
great  commercial  refource  you  have 
derived  from  the  furplus  revenues  of 
India,  from  the  time  of  the  acqui- 
fition  of  the  Dewannee,  it  furely 
cannot  admit  of  a  doubt,  that  hav¬ 
ing  fo  obvious  and  eafy  a  refource 
in  your  hands  as  that  in  quefison, 
you  ought,  without  delay,  to  ufe 
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it  for  that  purpofe. 

I  could  expatiate  much  at  large 
on  this  propofition,  with  all  its 
bearings  on  the  commercial  profpe- 
rity  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  ; 
but  when  I  confidcr  to  whom  this 
letter  is  addrefied,  it  would  be  un- 
neeeffarv  wafte  of  your  time  to  en- 
large  farther  on  this  topic. 

The  advantages  of  adopting  the 
fuggeftion  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
of  fubmitting  to  you,  are  not  lefs 
confpicuous  in  a  political,  than  they 
are  in  a  commercial  view.  Your 
debts  in  England  are  already  re¬ 
duced  below  their  level,  with  a 
great  balance  of  aflets  in  your  fa¬ 
vour  :  judge  then,  to  what  a  pitch 
of  fecurity  your  territories  in  India 
would  be  railed,  if  your  revenues 
were  difencumbered,  within  a  fhort 


period,  of  the  burthens  which  lay 
upon  them.  If,  before  this  is  done, 
you  were  to'  be  engaged  in  new 
ftruggles  for  the  maintenance  of  that 
pre-eminence  which  you  have  pro- 
greflively  attained,  you  would  be 
obliged  to  engage  in  them  with 
your  whole  furplus  revenues  ab- 
forbed  in  the  payment  of  an  extra¬ 
vagant  rate  of  intereft,  and  you 
could  not  trufi  to  the  meafure  of  a 
farther  extenfion  of  your  credit,  al¬ 
ready  firetched  to  an  unprecedented 
amount  ;  whereas,  by  extinguishing 
your  Indian  debt,  you  would,  in  a 
few  years,  have  the  command  of  a 
clear  furplus  of  2,000,000/.  appli¬ 
cable  to  the  purpofes,  either  of 
commerce  or  defence,  as  might  be 
expedient  at  the  moment;  and  you 
would,  at  the  fame  time,  be  in 
pofleffion  of  your  credit  entire,, 
which  experience  has  proved  may r 
without  danger  of  being  over- 
ftretched,  be  carried  to  the  amount 
of  fourteen  millions  fterling.  In 
fuch  circumftances  you  would  be  in 
a  fituation  fo  bid  defiance  to  the 
aflaulf  of  every  enemy;  for  you 
would  be  enabled,  on  the  refources 
of  India  alone,  to  maintain  a  war 
beyond  any  term  of  years  that  the 
rnofi  gloomy  imagination  may  choofe 
to  figure  to  itfelf. 

With  fuch  a  ftatement  before  you, 
I  am  pofitive,  from  my  long  know¬ 
ledge  of  you,  I  would  do  vou  much 
injufiice,  if  I  was  to  entertain  any 
fuch  diffidence,  as  to  think  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  dwell  longer  on  the  eluci¬ 
dation  of  the  propofitions  which  I 
have  thus  briefly  endeavoured  to  en¬ 
force. 

The  lafi  of  the  data  I  have  ftated 
above,  and  which  follows  as  a  re- 
ult  of  the  others,  is,  ((  That  the 
i(  extinction'  of  the  debt  lhall  be 
u  carried  on  at  the  rate  of  one  miE 
u '  lion  annually,  till  the  part  of 
M  it  termed  the  decennial  loan 
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ii  (hall  become  payable,  which  is 
t(  expected  to  take  place  on  or 
t(  about  the  1 807-8.  The  fum  then 
t(  payable  is  ftated  at  3,500,000/. 
“  when  the  debts  at  intereft  abroad 
“  will  be  reduced  to  4,500,000/.'' 

Upon  examining  the  progr chive 
operation  of  the  account,  No.  I.  you 
will  perceive  that,  from  the  balance 
accruing-  at  home,  there  would  be 
the  means  of  extinguilhing  the  debt 
at  an  earlier  period  than  that  I  have 
alluded  to  ;  and,  in  this  refpetft,  the 
plan  is  open  to  fuch  alterations  and 
modifications  as  circumflances  may 
fuggeft.  I  have  preferred  this 
mode  of  hating  it,  as  appearing  to 
me  the  moil  likely  to  fuit  the  means 
of  transferring  home  the  debt,  in  the 
manner  moft  convenient  for  the  ar¬ 
rangements  of  government  in  India, 
and  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
Company’s  treafuryat  heme.  The 
only  part  fixed  at  prefent,.  and 
which  cannot  be  altered  without 
the  confent  of  the  creditors  intereft- 
ed,  is,  that  the  decennial  loan, 
amounting  to  about  3,500,00«/. 
cannot  be  paid  off  fooner  than  the 
year  1807-8,  confidently  with  the 
conditions  under  which  it  was  bor¬ 
rowed. 

In  like  manner,  when  I  mention 
the  debt  in  India  being-  reduced  to 
4,500,000/.  1  do  not  hate  that  as 
a  circumftance  effential  to  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  the  plan  itfelf.  By  the 
appropriation  claufes  in  the  ad 
1793  (Appendix,  No.  V.)  which  I 
fubjoin,  to  prevent  the  trouble  of 
reference,  you  will  perceive  that, 
at  the  renewal  of  the  charter,  the 
idea  was  to  reduce  the  debt  in  India 
to  2,000.000/.  That  idea  was 
fuggefted  and  adopted,  upon  the 
ground  that  a  certain  proportion  of 
the  debt  might,  with  utility,  be 
left  in  India,  on  transferable  go¬ 
vernment  fecurities,  at  an  intereft 
of  about  fix  per  cent,  rcfembling 


India  bonds  or  exchequer  bills  in 
this  country,  and  that  fuch  a  men- 
fare  would  be  not  only  convenient 
for  the  circulation  of  the  country, 
but,  in  as  far  as  thofe  fecurities 
might  find  their  way  into  the  hands 
of  the  natives,  it  'would  tend  to 
conned!  their  interdls  more  clofely 
with  the  credit  and  ft  ability  of  the 
Britifh  government  in  India.  If 
thofe  ideas  are  well-founded,  it 
occurred  to  me  that,  in  the  prefent 
extended  ftate  of  your  empire,  and 
pecuniary  relations  at  your  different 
fettlements,  a  fum  of  4,500,000/. 
was  more  proportionate  to  the  ob¬ 
jects  in  view,  than  the  fum  of 
2,000,000/.  pointed  out  in  the  adt 
1793. 

Indeed  I  may  here  in  general  ob~ 
ferve,  that  in  the  frame  of  the  ac¬ 
count  I  have  prefented,  I  have  been 
guided  folely  by  the  principle  of 
elucidating  what  the  progreftive 
balance  would  be  upon  the  data 
affumed  $  but  I  do  not  mean  to  an¬ 
ticipate  what  may  be  the  moll  eli¬ 
gible  mode  of  its  appropriation,  if 
the  meafure  fhall  be  found  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  refults  I  have  ftated. 
Some  think  that  no  debt  at  all  fhould 
be  left  in  India  :  others  are  of  opi¬ 
nion,  (and  in  which  there  is  much 
found  policy,)  that  when  your  affairs 
are  brought  into  a  fituation  to  en- 
able  you  to  do  fo,  ir  would  be 
wife,  after  the  example  of  other 
Indian  powers,  to  have  always 
depot  of  treafure  in  your  coffers  in 
India,  to  the  amount  of  three  or 
four  millions  fterling,  to  meet  any 
fudden  emergency,  and  to  fave  you 
the  neceflity  of  having  immediate 
recourfe  to  large  loans,  in  the  event 
of  your  being  compelled  to  hoftili- 
ties,  by  the  reftlefs  ambition  and 
jealoufy  of  your  enemies,  either 
native  or  European. 

But  I  deftft  from  purfuing,  in  de¬ 
tail,  thefe  or  other  fpeculations  of  a 
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finular  nature.  They  are  foreign  to 
the  object  of  this  addrefs,  and  mud 
be  refer.ved  for  the  wifdom  of  others, 
at  a  future  moment,  to  decide  upon. 
I  am  of  opinion,  that  if  our  Indian 
concerns  proceed  fuccefsfully  on  the 
principles  and  to  the  refults  I  have 
detailed,  a  new  arrangement  be¬ 
tween  the  Public  and  the  Eaft-India 
Company  will  be  proper,  with  a 
view  to  the  mtereft  of  both  parties. 
It  is  obvious  thatfome  arrangement 
mull  be  neceffary,  in  confequence  of 
the  contingent  appropriations  point¬ 
ed  out  in  the  1 1 1  th  claufe  of  the 
aft  1793  ;  for  if  the  balance  fhould 
accumulate  in  any  one  year,  to  fo 
large  an  amount  as  to  exceed  what 
can  be  ufed  in  that  year,  foi  the 
purpofes  which  the  aft  direfts,  it 
could  not  be  allowed  to  remain  as  a 
dead  fund ;  but  it  would,  in  my 
judgment,  be  wife  to  apply  to  par¬ 
liament,  for  the  power  of  carrying 
fuch  furplus  as  cannot  be  appropri¬ 
ated  to  the  purpofes  fpecihed  in  the 
aft,  to  an  earlier  commencement  of 
the  accumulation  for  the  guarantee 
fund,  fubjeft  to  the  condition  of  be¬ 
ing  at  any  time  applicable  to  the 
reduftion  of  the  Indian  debt,  within 
the  limit  intended,  as  rapidly  as  the 
means  of  remitting  to  India  for  that 
purpofe  can  be  found.  It  is  obvi¬ 
ous,  that  under  the  circumftances  I 
have  fuppofed,  fuch  an  enabling 
power  to  the  Direftors  of  the  Eaft- 
India  Company  would  be  equally 
beneficial  to  the  public  and  to  the 
proprietors  of  India  ftock. 

Having  thus  explained,  as  far  as 
appears  neceffary,  the  principles  of 
the  plan  I  have  prefented  for  your 
confederation,  it  ftill  remains  that  I 
fhould  take  notice  of  the  objections 
which  have  been  ftated,  or  may  oc¬ 
cur,  agairift  the  probable  fuccefs  of 
it. 

In  the  explanations  I  have  already- 
given,  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of 


obviating  fome  of  thofe  difficulties ; 
and  it  does  not  appear  to  be  necef¬ 
fary,  in  add  refling  you,  to  enter 
upon  any  juftiftcationof  the  accuracy 
of  the  account,  fo  far  as  concern’s 
the  annual  expenditure  of  each  year. 
That  is  a  fubjeft  familiar  to  you  by- 
daily  obfervation,  and  I  make  no 
doubt  you  will  concur  with  me  in 
thinking,  that  in  the  different  items 
of  charge  I  have  made  ample  al¬ 
lowance  for  every  article  of  ex¬ 
penditure. 

Neither  does  it  occur  to  me,  that 
an  objeftion  can  be  made  to  any  of 
the  items  of  receipt  in  &ach  year, 
unlefs  (as  indeed  has  been  ftated)  it 
fhall  be  fuppofed  that  the  fales  may 
not  remain  at  the  amount  I  have 
eftimated.  1  have  taken  them  at 
the  amount  they  now  are  ;  and  I 
confefs,  if  proper  attention  be  paid 
to  your  trade,  and  no  means  omit¬ 
ted  to  enfure  and  encourage,  perma¬ 
nently  and  on  a  folid  foundation, 
the  commercial  intercourfe  between 
India  and  Great-Britain,  I  can  fee 
no  reafonable  ground  of  doubt  that 
the  fales,  on  the  return  of  peace, 
will  continue  at  an  amount  not  be¬ 
low  their  prefent  level.  Many  cir¬ 
cumftances,  both  in  the  internal 
ftate  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  many  confiderations  arifing  from 
a  view  of  the  probable  ftate  of  the 
commerce  of  the  world,  lead  me  to 
believe,  that  at  a  general  peace,  any 
apprehenfions  on  this  head  will 
prove  unfounded.  It  is,  however, 
my  earned  wifh,  on  the  prefent  oc- 
caflon,  to  wave  every  circumftance 
which  may  be  fuppofed  of  doubtful 
{peculation,  and  therefore,  fince  I 
heard  the  obfervation  made,  I  have:: 
prepared  an  account,  fimilar  to  then 
other,  proceeding  on  an  amount  of; 
fales,  fo  much  reduced  as  to* leave: 
no  room  for  doubt.  Inftead  ofi 
taking  the  fales  throughout  at: 
7 >400,000/.  as  ie  the  account,, 
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No.  I.  I  take  them  from  the  fup- 
pofed  return  of  peace  at  only 
5,550,000 /.  But  then,  if  youfup- 
pofe  a  reduced  amount  of  fales,  you 
mull,  at  the  fame  time,  fuppofe  a 
proportionable  redu&ion  of  the  fum 
neceffary  to  be  provided  for  prime- 
coft  of  the  goods,  which,  in  that 
refpedt,  and  in  the  amount  of  com¬ 
mercial  charges  of  every  defcription, 
adds  facility  to  the  execution  of  the 
plan  ;  and  although  it  takes  fome- 
thing  from  the  rapidity  of  fuccefs, 
does  not  take  from  its  ultimate  cer¬ 
tainty  or  importance.  The  refults 
of  thofe  data  are  pointed  out  in  the 
account  fubjoined,  No.  VI. 

It  may,  probably,  be  obferved, 
that  the  account.  No.  I.  proceeds 
on  the  fuppofition  of  a  continuance 
of  peace,  during  the  whole  term  of 
your  charter,  a  period  of  not  lefs 
than  thirteen  years.  The  ohferva- 
tion  is  juft,  in  point  of  fat'd  ;  but  I 
am  not  apprehend ve  of  having  the 
merits  of  my  propofition  tried  on 
other  data,  and  the  utility  of  car¬ 
rying  it  into  execution  will  ftill  re¬ 
main  indifputable.  No  one,  how¬ 
ever  anxious  in  his  difpofition,  how¬ 
ever  unfavourably  inclined  he  may 
be  to  contemplate  future  profpetds, 
will  conceive  me  fanguine,  in  fup- 
pofing  that,  if  fortunately  the  war 
fhould  be  terminated  in  the  prefent 
year,  by  an  honourable  and  ade¬ 
quate  peace,  after  a  conteft  fo  long 
and  fo  exhaufting  to  all  the  bellige¬ 
rent  powers  with  whom  we  are  en¬ 
gaged,  there  may  be  a  ceffation 
from  hoftilities  for  the  fhort  period 
of  feven  years  ;  and  if  that  takes 
place,  it  gives  time  for  the  extinc¬ 
tion  of  the  Indian  debt,  which  is 
the  great  and  primary  objetd  of  my 
fnggeftions  :  and  if,  at  the  end  of 
that  period,  there  fhould  be  a  re¬ 
newal  of  hoftilities,  that  fhould  con¬ 
tinue  even  for  the  whole  period  of 
the  charter,  it  would  not  annihilate, 


and  very  little  impair,  the  refult  of 
the  calculations  I  have  fubmitted  to 
your  attention.  Even  if  there  are 
five  years  war  in  Europe,  experi¬ 
ence  teaches  (and  indeed  the  nature 
of  a  continental  war  in  India  is  fuch) 
that  you  eftimate  largely,  if  you 
fuppofe,  that  out  of  five  years  of 
general  war,  more  than  three  of  it 
operates  to  the  effetd  of  increafing 
the  military  expenditure  in  India. 
While  it  does  fo  operate,  it  of  courfe 
leads  to  the  confequence  of  your 
not  being-  warranted  to  truft  to  the 
full  amount  of  the  calculated  fupply 
from  the  revenues  of  India  3  but 
when  the  war  ceafes  in  India  itfelf 
(notwithftanding  its  continuance  in 
Europe),  the  refource  from  the  ter¬ 
ritorial  revenues  revives.  It  is 
true,  that  while  the  war  continues 
in  Europe,  although  it  may  have 
ceafed  in  India,  the  expences  of 
commerce  are  greatly  fweiled  by  the 
increafe  of  freight,  and  other  cir- 
cumftances,  and  therefore  they  muft, 
in  that  cafe,  be  eftimated  at  the 
war  amount. 

Thefe  propositions  will  be  bed 
underftood  by  putting  them  into  fi¬ 
gures,  as  I  have  done  the  others  ; 
and  I  have  therefore  prepared  two 
accounts,  No.  VII.  and  VIII.  of 
the  Appendix,  one  upon  the  fup¬ 
pofition  of  an  in veft merit  of  four 
millions  of  prime-coft,  and  feven 
millions  four  hundred  thoufand  of 
fales  ;  the  other,  on  the  fuppofition 
of  three  millions  of  prime-coft,  and 
five  millions  five  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  of  fales  ;  and  upon  the  ex¬ 
amination  of  thefe  accounts,  you 
will  perceive  how  little  ground 
there  is  for  your  being  difeouraged 
from  eagerly  adopting  the  propofi¬ 
tion  I  am  enforcing,  even  in  the 
worft  view  of  the  refult  that  the 
moft  timid  imagination  can  fnggeft. 

I  will  not  trefpafs  longer  on  your 
patience.  After  the  molt  mature  con- 
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^deration  I  can  give  the  fubjefl 
in  all  its  bearings  and  relations, 
1  have  a  deep-rooted  convic¬ 
tion,  that  your  Indian  debt  is 
the  only  formidable  enemy 
your  Indian  profperity  has  to 
encounter.  Subdue  it,  and  you 
have  fubdued  every  thing  that 
ought  rationally  to  be  dreaded. 
If  lean  infpireyour  minds  with 
the  fameenthufiafm  on  this  fub- 
jett  with  which  my  own  is  ani¬ 
mated.  I  final  1  red  in  confidence, 
that  you  will  not  difiegard  my 
parting  advice;  but,  by  adopt¬ 
ing  the  means  which  are  in  your 
hands,  fp°edily  overcome  your 
Indian  debt,  and  thereby  exalt 
your  own  cbnrafters,  bv  con- 
fulting  the  heft  intereds  of  your 
condiments,  and  the  general 
profperity  of  your  country,  Bv 
fuch  an  operation,  you  will 
pratlically  eftablifh  the  expe¬ 
diency  of  the  fydem  under 
which  we  have  been  afling  to¬ 
gether  for  thefe  feyenteen  years 
pad,  and  you  will  prove  to  the 
legidature  #.id  to  the  public, 
the  wifdom  of  leaving  in  the 
hands  of  the  Ead-India  Com¬ 
pany,  the  fhare  they  hold  in  the 
executive  adminidration  of  our 
Indian  empire.  # 

I  have  only  further  to  add, 
that  I  fhould  not  have  troubled 
you  with  thisaddrefs,  if  I  had 
not  felt  myfelf  warranted  to  af- 
fure  you,  that  in  this  and  every 
other  meature,  calculated  to 
promote  the  good  of  the  pub¬ 
lic,  and  the  real  intereds  of  the 
Ead-India  Company,  you  will 
meet  with  the  mod  cordial  co¬ 
operation  of  the  board  over 
which  I  lately  prefided,  and  at 
which  I  have  been  lucceeded 
by  a  perfon,  whofe  amiable 
manners,  and  refpedtable  ta¬ 
lents,  will  enfure  your  confi¬ 
dence  and  refpeft,  in  propor¬ 
tion  as  they  become  habitually 
known  to  you. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Ge  ntlemen, 

with  great  regard, 

Your  mod  obedient  and 
obliged  humble  fervant, 

HENRY  DUNDAS. 

To  the  Chairman,  &c. 
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APPENDIX,  No.  V.  — EXTRACT 
of  ACT  of  33  Geo.  If I.  Cap.  52,  Sec - 
tions  toy  to  123. 

107.  And  be  it  further  enafted,  That 
for  and  during  so  long  time  as  the  faid 
company  {hall  be  entitled  to  the  whole, 
foie  and  exclufive  trade  and  traffic,  in,  to 
and  from  the  Eaft-Indies,  and  other  places 
within  the  limits  of  their  charter,  subjeft 
to  the  provifions,  regulations  and  limita¬ 
tions  in  this  aft  contained,  the  clear  pro¬ 
fits  arifing  from  the  faid  territorial  acqui- 
fitions  and  revenues  in  India,  after  de¬ 
fraying  the  charges  and  expences  of  col- 
lefting  the  fame,  (hall  be  applied  and  dif- 
ofed  of,  to  and  for  the  ufes  and  purpofes 
ereinafter  expreffed,  in  the  following 
order  of  preference,  and  to  or  for  no 
other  ufe  or  purpofe,  or  in  any  other 
manner  whatever,  any  aft  or  afts  of  Par¬ 
liament  now  in  force  to  the  contrary  not- 
withffanding  ;  (that  is  to  fay),  Inth zfirft 
place,  in  defraying  all  the  charges  andex- 
penfesof  raifing  and  maintaining  the  for¬ 
ces,  as  well  European  as  native,  military 
and  marine,  on  the  eftabliffiments  in  In¬ 
dia,  and  of  maintaining  the  forts  and  gar- 
rifons  there,  and  providing  warlike  and 
naval  (lores  :  2 dly,  In  payment  of  the  m- 
tereft  accruing  on  the  debts  owing,  or 
which  may  be  hereafter  incurred  by  the 
faid  company  in  India  :  3 dly.  In  defray¬ 
ing  the  civil  and  commercial  eftablifh- 
ments  of  the  fsid  company  at  their  feveral 
fettlements  there :  4 thfy ,  That  there 

(hall  be  iffued  to  the  relpeftive  commer¬ 
cial  boards  of  the  faid  company,  at  their 
feveral  prefidencies  in  India,  in  luch  pro¬ 
portions  as  the  court  of  direftors  of  the 
faid  company,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
board  of  cormniffioners  tor  the  affairs  of 
India,  ffiall  from  time  to  time  direft,  a 
fum  of  not  less  than  one  crore  of  current 
rupees  in  every  year,  to  be  applied  in  the 
provifion  o(  the  company’s  inveftment  of 
goods  in  India,  and  in  remittances  to 
China  for  the  provifion  of  inveftment  of 
goods  there  :  And,  ^tbly,  That  as  often 
as  any  part  of  the  laid  debts  (hall  be  re¬ 
deemed  or  difeharged  in  India,  or  trans¬ 
ferred  from  thence  to  Great  Britain,  it 
ffiall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the 
faid  court  of  direftors,  with  the  confent 
of  the  laid  board  of  cormniffioners,  to  in- 
creafe  the  annual  advancement  to  the  faid 
commercial  boards,  for  the  provifion  of 
inveftments  in  India  and  China,  in  the 
fame  extent  to  which  the  intereft  of  the 
debts  in  India  ffiall  be  reduced  by  fuch 
extinction  and  transfers  refpeftively,  if  the 
trade  of  the  faid  company  from  India, 


and  their  remittances  to  China,  ffiall  ad¬ 
mit  of  or  require  fuch  increafe  :  And, 
that  after  the  appropriations  aforefaid,  or 
fums  fet  apart  fufficient  to  anfwer  and 
make  good  the  fame,  the  furplus  of  the 
faid  revenues  ffiall  be  applied  to  the  liquir 
dation  of  the  debts  of  the  faid  company  in 
India,  or  to  fuch  other  ufes  and  purpofe3 
as  the  court  of  direftors,  with  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  board  of  commiffioners  for 
the  affairs  of  India,  ffiall  from  time  to 
time  direft  ;  any  aft  or  afts  of  Parliament 
to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithftanding. 

108.  And  whereas  fundry  debts  incur¬ 
red  in  the  defence  and  proteftion  of  the 
Britiffi  pofleffions  in  India,  bearing  in¬ 
tereft,  are  now  due  and  owing  by  the  faid 
company,  there,  amounting  to  feven 
crores  of  current  rupees,  or  feven  mil¬ 
lions  of  pounds  fterhng,  or  thereabouts : 
And  whereas  it  may  be  convenient  and 
beneficial  to  the  company’s  affairs,  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  faid  debts  ffiould 
be  transferred  or  remitted  to,  and  paid  in 
Great  Britain  ;  and  it  is  therefore  expe¬ 
dient,  that  proper  encouragement  ffiould 
be  given  to  the  creditors  of  the  faid  com¬ 
pany  in  India,  to  transfer  and  remit  the 
fame  accordingly  :  Be  it  further  enafted, 
That  it  ffiall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
feveral  governments  and  prefidencies  in 
India,  from  time  to  time,  to  grant  bills 
of  exchange  upon  the  court  of  direftors 
of  the  faid  company,  payable  in  Great 
Britain,  at  fuch  equitable  rates  of  ex¬ 
change  as  ffiall  be,  from  time  to  time,  di- 
refted  or  authorized  by  the  faid  court  of 
direftors,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
faid  hoard  of  commiffioners  for  the  affairs 
of  India,  for  the  purpofes  of  transferring 
and  remitting  the  faid  debts,  in  manner 
aforefaid,  incurred  by  the  faid  company, 
and  now  due  and  owing  by  them  in  India, 
to  Great  Britain,  until  the  faid  debts  in 
Ind  ia  ffiall  be  reduced  to  a  fum  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  two  crores  of  current  rupees,  or 
two  millions  of  pounds  fterling  ;  and  that 
the  faid  court  ot  direftors  fnall  be,  and 
are,  by  force  and  virtue  of  this  aft,  fully 
authorized  and  impowered  to  accept  and 
difeharge  iuch  bills  of  exchange  accord¬ 
ingly,  over  and  befides  fuch  other  bills 
of  exchange  as  the  faid  company  could  or 
might  lawfully  accept  and  pay,  if  this 
aft  had  not  been  made,  and  not  other- 
v/ife,  or  in  any  other  manner,  any  law 
or  ftatute  to  the  contrary  notwithftand- 
ing. 

109.  Provided  alfo,  and  be  it  further 
enafted,  That  if  the  creditors  of  the  faid 
company  in  India  ffiall  decline  to  accept 
of  and  receive  fuch  bills  of  exchange  as 

aforefaid, 
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aforefaid,  in  payment  or  discharge  of  their 
faid  refpeftive  debts,  or  (hall  not  accept 
the  fame,  to  the  amount  of  500,000/.  in 
any  year,  it  (hall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  governor-general  in  council  of  Fort 
William  and  Bengal,  or  for  the  governors 
in  council  of  the  feveral  prefidencies  of 
Fort  St.  George  and  Bombay,  refpeftive- 
ly,  by  the  order  and  authority  of  the  faid 
governor-general  in  council,  to  raife  a 
fufficient  fum  or  fums,  whereby  to  make 
up  a  remittance  for  fuch  year,  to  the 
amount  by  which  the  total  of  bills  of  ex¬ 
change,  fo  accepted  by  the  faid  creditors, 
{hall  fall  (hort  of  the  faid  fum  of  500,000 /. 
by  loans  of  and  from  f  any  other  per- 
fons  willing  to  advance  the  fame,  upon 
the  credit  of  bills  of  exchange  to  be 
drawn  by  them  upon  the  faid  court  of 
direftors,  at  fuch  equitable  rates  of  ex¬ 
change  as  (hall  be  authorized  and  directed 
in  the  manner  before-mentioned  j  and 
that  the  money  fo  raifed  in  India  fhall 
forthwith,  upon  payment  thereof  into  the 
proper  trealury  there,  be  lffued  and  ap¬ 
plied  towards  the  liquidation  and  discharge 
of  the  faid  debts  of  the  faid  company  in 
India,  and  to  or  for  no  other  ufe  or  pur- 
pofe  whatever. 

110.  Provided  alfo,  and  be  it  further 
enafted,  That  nothing  in  this  aft  con¬ 
tained  fhall  extend,  or  be  conftrued  to  ex¬ 
tend,  to  authorize  any  of  the  governments 
in  India  to  grant  bills  of  exchange,  for  the 
purpofe  of  transferring  or  remitting  the 
faid  debts  from  India  to  Great  Britain,  to 
become  due  and  payable  within  any  one 
year,  to  be  computed  from  the  firft  day 
of  January  in  the  fame  year,  exceeding  in 
amount  the  fum  of  500,000/.  unlefs  by 
the  fpecial  order  and  authority  of  the 
court  of  direftors  of  the  faid  company, 
for  that  purpofe  firft  had  and  obtained, 
any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary 
notwithftanding. 

111.  And  be  it  further  enafted,  That 
during  the  continuance  of  the  exclufive 
trade  to  the  faid  company,  the  net  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  their  {ales  of  goods  at  home,  with 
the  duties  and  allowances  arifing  by  pri¬ 
vate  trade,  and  all  other  profits  of  the 
laid  company  in  Great  Britain,  after  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  payment  of  bills  of  ex¬ 
change  already  accepted  by  the  faid  com¬ 
pany,  as  the  lame  mall  become  due,  and 
ior  the  current  payments  of  other  debts, 
intereft,  and  other  outgoings,  charges  and 
expenses  of  the  faid  company,  (their  bond- 
debt  always  excepted),  {half  be  applied 
and  difpofed  of  in  the  following  manner  ; 
(that  is  to  fay),  1 Jl,  In  payment  of  a  di¬ 
vidend  after  the  rate  of  10I.  per  cent,  per 


annum,  on  the  prefent  or  any  future 
amount  of  the  capital  ftock  of  the  faid 
company,  the  firft  half-year’s  payment 
thereof  to  commence  and  be  made  at 
Midsummer  1793  :  2*//y,  In  payment  of 
500,0001.  per  annum,  the  fame  to  be  fet 
apart  on  the  firft  day  of  March  and  the 
firft  day  of  September,  half-yearly,  in 
equal  portions,  and  applied  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  bills  of  exchange  drawn  or  to 
be  drawn  in  India,  for  the  transfer  or  re¬ 
mittance  of  the  debts  oF  the  faid  company 
from  thence  to  Great  Britain,  for  the  di¬ 
minution  of  fuch  debts,  until  the  fame 
{hall  be  reduced  to  two  crores  of  current 
rupees,  or  two  millions  of  pounds  fter- 
ling  :  3 r//y,  In  payment  of  a  fum  not 
exceeding  500,000 /.  in  every  year,  into 
the  receipt  of  his  Majefty’s  exchequer,  to 
be  applied  as  Parliament  fhall  direft,  the 
fame  to  be  fet  apart  for  that  purpofe  on 
the  firft  day  of  July  and  the  firft  day  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  in  every  year,  by  equal  poitions, 
and  the  firft  half-yearly  payment  thereof 
to  be  made  or  accounted  due  on  the  firft 
day  of  July  1793  :  And,  if  the  faid  funds 
{haft  prove  infufficient  in  any  year  to  fa- 
tjftV  fuch  laft-mentioned  payments  into 
his  Majefty’s  exchequer,  that  then  and  in 
every  fuch  cafe  the  fame  {hall  he  made 
good,  except  as  in  this  aft  is  otherwife 
fpecially  provided,  out  of  any  furplus 
which  may  remain  from  the  faid  net  pro¬ 
ceeds  in  any  fubsequent  year,  after  the 
payment'  of  the  annual  fum  of  500,000 /. 
into  the  receipt  of  his  Majefty’s  exche¬ 
quer,  becoming  due  in  each  year  refpec- 
tively  :  And  that,  until  the  laid  debts  in 
India  ihall  be  reduced  to  the  faid  amount 
of  two  crores  of  current  rupees,  or  two 
millions  of  pounds  fterling,  the  ultimate 
furplus  which  fhall  remain  of  the  faid  net 
proceeds,  after  fuch  payments  thereout 
made  as  aforefaid,  {hall  and  may  be,  from 
time  to  time,  fet  apart  and  applied  in  aug¬ 
mentation  of  the  faid  fund  or  annual  fum 
of  500,000 /.  a  year,  hereby  appropriated 
for  the  redudtion  of  the  faid  debts  in  India, 
in  and  for  the  reduftion  thereof,  by  the 
difeharge  of  any  further  bills  of  exchange 
to  be  drawn  from  thence,  either  for  the 
transfer  and  remittance  thereof  to  Great 
Britain,  or  for  loans  of  money  to  be  bor¬ 
rowed  on  the  credit  of  any  bills  of  ex¬ 
change  which  fhall  be  granted  by  the  or¬ 
der  of  the  court  of  direftors,  to  any  greater 
amount  than  is  herein-before  limited  or 
direfted  in  that  behalf ;  or  otherwife  it 
fhall  be  lawful  for  the  {aid  court  of  di- 
reftors  to  apply  any  part  of  the  faid  ulti¬ 
mate  furplus  of  the  faid  net  proceeds  in 
the  payment  of  any  debts  of  the  faid  com¬ 
pany 
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pany  in  Great  Britain  (the. laid  bond-debt 
of  1,500,000/.  only  excepted),  or  to  the 
purchafe  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  other 
merchandize,  to  be  difpofcd  of  in  India  or 
China,  and  to  appropriate  the  produce 
thereof  in  and  towards  the  more  lpeedy 
diminution  of  the  faid  debts  in  India  : 
And  that,  when  and  fo  loon  as  the  faid 
debts  in  India  fhall  have  been  reduced  to 
the  amount  herein- before  limited  in  re- 
fpeft  thereof,  and  the  bond-debt  in 
Great  Britain  to  1,500,000/.,  the  furplus 
ot  the  laid  net  proceeds,  after  providing 
for  the  current  payments  of  interefl,  and 
other  outgoings,  charges  and  expenses  of 
the  faid  company,  and  of  a  dividend  after 
the  faid  rate  of  10 /.  per  cent,  per  annum, 
on  the  faid  capital  hock,  and  the  faid  an¬ 
imal  lum  of  500,000/.  to  be  paid  into  the 
exchequer,  and  alter  making  good  all 
former  deficiencies  in  the  faid  annual  pay¬ 
ments,  otherwife  than  as  is  provided  by 
this  aft,  {hall  be  applied  and  difpofed  of 
in  manner  following:  (that  is  to  lay,) 
One  fixth  part  of  the  laid  lurplus,  com¬ 
puted  and  adjufted  to  the  firft  day  of 
March  in  every  year,  {hall  be  referred 
and  retained  byr  the  faid  company  for 
their  own  ufe,  and  applied  in  augmenta¬ 
tion  of  the  dividends  on  their  laid  capital 
flock ;  and  that  the  refidue  of  the  faid 
furplus  fhall  be  fet  apart,  and  from  time 
to  time  paid  by  the  faid  company  into  the 
Bank  of  England,  within  the  full  week 
in  April  in  each  year,  to  be  there  placed 
to  the  account  of  the  commiffioners  ap¬ 
pointed  by  an  aft  of  the  e6th  year  of  his 
Majefty’s  reign,  intituled,  “  An  aft  for 
veiling  certain  fums  in  cominiflioners,  at 
the  end  of  every  quarter  of  a  year,  to  be 
by  them  applied  in  the  reduction  of  the 
national  debt,’’  until  the  monies  fo  paid, 
together  with  the  fums  arifing  by  the 
growing  interefl  thereof,  fhall  "  have 
apiounted  to  12,000,000/.  flerling;  and 
that,  from  and  after  fuch  payments,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  money  fo  arifing  by  the 
laid  growing  interefl,  fhall  have  amounted 
to  the  faid  fum  of  12,000,000/.  flerling, 
the  faid  furplus  fhall  be,  from  time  to 
time,  paid  into  the  receipt  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  exchequer,  and  be  there  placed  to 
the  account  of  the  conlolidated  fund, 
as  the  property  of  the  public  in  full 
right. 

112.  Provided  alio,  and  be  it  further 
enabled,  That  if  the  debts  of  the  laid 
company  in  India,  after  the  fame  {hall 
have  been  reduced  to  two  crores  of  cur¬ 
rent  rupees,  or  2, ©00, 000/.  fieri ing,  fhall 
be  again  increafed  beyond  that  amount ; 
or  if  their  bond-debt  in  Great  Britain, 


after  the  fame  fhall  have  been  reduced  tes 
500,000b  fhall  be  again  increafed  beyond 
that  fum  ;  then,  and  fo  often  as  either  of 
thole  cales  fhall  happen,  the  like  appro¬ 
priations  as  are  herem-before  direfted  or 
authorized  to  he  made  for  the  reduftion 
of  the  laid  prefent  debts,  fhall  agam  take, 
place  and  be  made  for  the  reduftion  of  the 
faid  new  debis  refpeftivelv,  until  the 
whole  of  the  debts  of  the  faid  company 
in  India  lhall  be  again  reduced  to  two 
crores  of  current  rupees,  and  their  bond- 
debt  in  Great  Britain  to  1,500,000/.  ; 
any  thing  in  this  act  contained  to  the  con¬ 
trary  notwith  Handing. 

143.  And  be  it  further  enabled,  That 
the  governor  and  company  of  the  bank  of 
England  fhall  raife  and  keep  an  account 
with  the  hid  commilfioneis  in  their 
books,  to  be  intituled,  ‘‘  The  account  of 
the  guarantee  fund  of  the  united  company 
of  merchants  of  England  trading  to  the 
Eaft  Indies;”  and  that  as  well  as  fuch 
monies  as  fhall  be  fo  paid  by  the  faid 
united  company  to  the  laid  governor  and 
company  by  virtue  of  this  aft,  as  alio  the 
annual  dividends  or  interefl  to  arife  there¬ 
from,  in  manner  by  this  aft  provided, 
fhall  be  placed  to  the  faid  account,  and 
fhall  be  teverally  and  refpeftively,  under 
the  order  and  direftion  of  the  laid  go¬ 
vernor  ar.d  company  of  the  Bank  of  Eng¬ 
land,  laid  out  and  mvefted  in  the  names 
of  the  laid  comrniffioneis,  in  the  purchafe 
of  capital  flock  in  any  of  the  redeemable 
public  annuities  transferrable  at  the  Bank 
oi  England,  the  fame  to  be  transferred 
to  the  faid  commiffioners,  on  account  of 
the  laid  guarantee  fund,  in  the  books  of 
the  faid  governor  and  company  of  the 
Bank  of  England  ;  and  that  the  dividends 
payable  thereon  fhall,  from  time  to  time, 
be  received  by  the  faid  governor  and 
company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and 
be  placed  to  the  account  of  the  faid  com- 
millioners. 

114.  And  be  it  further  enabled,  That 
when  and  after  the  monies  paid  by  the 
faid  united  company  to  the  faid  governor 
and  company  of  the  Bank,  together  with 
the  monies  received  for  dividends  on  the 
capital  fiock  of  annuities  purchafed  there¬ 
with,  and  with  the  proceeds  thereof,  fhall 
have  amounted  to  12,000,000/.  dividends 
of  the  faid  capital  fiock  of  annuities  fliall, 
in  preference  to  any  other  diipolition 
thereof,  be  fubjeft  and  liable  to  make 
good  to  the  faid  united  company,  for  and 
during  all  luch  time  as  they  fhall  continue 
to  trade  with  a  joint  flock,  any  deficiency 
or  deficiences  in  their  own  funds,  appli¬ 
cable  to  the  payment  of  the  faid  dividend 

of 
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*{  lo/.  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  capi- 
al  Rock  of  the  laid  united  company,  if 
my  fuch  deficiency  (hall  happen  in  fueh 
payment  or  payments ;  and  that,  when 
:here  fhall  be  no  iuefi  deficiency,  or  be¬ 
ing  fuch,  after  the  fame  fhall  be  made 
good  out  of  the  faid  dividends,  fuch  divi¬ 
dends,  or  the  furplus  thereof,  lhall  be 
deemed  to  be  the  property  ol  the  public, 
and  fhall  be  paid,  when  and  as  often  as 
the  fame  fhall  arife,  bv  the  faid  governor 
and  company  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
into  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer,  and  be 
there  carried  to  the  account  of  the  con- 
lolidated  fund. 

1 15.  And  be  it  further  enafted,  That 
the  capital  flock  of  annuities,  wherein, 
or  in  the  purchafe  whereof,  the  faid  fum 
of  12,000,00c/.  flerling  lhall  beinvefled, 
purfuant  to  the  dtreftionsof  this  aft,  fhall 
be  deemed  and  confidered  as  a  guarantee 
fund,  for  the  better  fecuring  to  the  faid 
united  company  their  laid  capital  flock, 
or  the  value  thereof,  fuch  value  being 
always  computed  for  that  purpofe,  after 
the  rate  of  200/.  for  every  100/.  of  fuch 
capital  flock  ;  and  that  if,  at  the  time  of 
the  right  and  title  of  the  faid  united  com¬ 
pany  to  the  faid  whole,  foie  and  exclufivc 
trade  (limited  as  aforefatd),  becoming  de¬ 
termined,  their  own  funds  and  abets, 
real  and  perfonal,  fhall  be  infufficient  to 
pay  and  latisfy  all  their  juft  debts,  and  to 
make  good  to  the  faid  company  their  faid 
capital  flock,  or  the  value  thereof,  com¬ 
puting  the  fame  after  the  faid  rate  of  200/. 
for  every  ico /.  of  the  faid  flock,  that 
then  the  faid  capital  flock  of  annuities,  or 
guarantee  fund,  fhall  be  deemed  and  con¬ 
fidered,  as  far  as  the  fame  fhall  or  may 
extend  for  that  purpofe,  to  be  in  the  firfl 
place,  and  before  any  other  application 
thereof,  iubje£l  and  liable  to  make  good 
to  the  faid  company,  and  their  creditors, 
the  deficiency  fo  arifing  in  their  own 
funds  and  effefts  for  the  purpofe  arore- 
faid  ;  and  that  the  laid  capital  flock  of 
annuities,  or  the  furplus  thereof,  after 
making  good  fuch  deficiency  (if  any  fuch 
there  fhall  be)  fhall  remain  and  continue 
as  a  guarantee  fund,  for  the  better  fecuring 
the  capital  flock  of  the  laid  united  com¬ 
pany,  or  the  value  thereof,  rating  the 
lame  as  aforefaid,  after  fuch  determina¬ 
tion  of  their  whole,  foie  and  exclufive 
trade,  for  fo  long  time  as  they  fhall  con¬ 
tinue  to  trade  with  a  joint  flock,  and  fub- 
jeft  thereto ;  and  after  making  good  all 
fuch  deficiencies,  that  the  faid  capital 
flock  of  annuities,  or  fo  much  thereof  as 
fhall  then  remain,  fhall  be  and  be  deemed 
the  property  of  the  public. 


116.  And  be  it  further  enafted,  That 
from  and  after  any  money  fhall  be  paid 
by  the  faid  united  company  to  the  laid 
governor  and  company  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  by  virtue  of  this  aft,  an  account 
fhall  he  made  to  the  lafl  day  of  January 
in  every  year,  by  the  governor  and  com¬ 
pany  ol  the  Bank  of  England,  of  all  firms 
which  fhall  have  been  paid  to  them  by 
the  laid  united  company,  or  carried  into 
their  books  on  account  of  the  faid  com- 
miffioners,  under  or  by  virtue  of  this  aft, 
and  alfo  of  all  funis  of  capital  flock  of  an¬ 
nuities,  which,  in  purfuance  hereof,  fliall 
have  been  purchaled  in  the  names  of  the; 
faid  commillionevs,  with  the  mtereft  ac¬ 
cruing  thereupon,  and  of  the  application 
of  the  fame,  refpeftively;  which  account 
the  faid  governor  and  company  of  the 
Bank  of  England  are  hereby  required  to 
lav  before  both  houfes  of  Parliament,  on 
or  before  the  15th  day  of  February  im¬ 
mediately  following,  if  Parliament  fhall 
be  then  fitting ;  and  if  Parliament  fhall 
not  then  be  fitting,  then  within  14  days 
after  the  commencement  of  the  then  next 
feflion  of  Parliament. 

117.  And  be  it  further  enafted,  That 
the  fecurity  or  fecurities  given,  or  here¬ 
after  to  be  given,  by  the  cafhier  or 
cafhiers  of  the  governor  and  company  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  for  the  due  per¬ 
formance  of  their  truft,  in  purfuance  of  2 
claufe  for  that  purpofe  contained  in  ihe 
faid  aft  of  the  26th  year  of  his  Majefty’s 
reign,  fhall  extend,  and  be  deemed  in 
law  to  extend,  to  their  due  performance 
of  the  trull  by  this  aft  repofed  in  the  faid 
cafhier  or  cafniers,  refpeftively. 

118.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  fur¬ 
ther  enafted,  That  fuch  reafonable  allow¬ 
ances  lhall  be  made  to  the  laid  governor 
and  company  of  the  Bank  of  England 
and  their  cafhier  or  cafhiers,  in  refpeft 
of  their  fervices,  labour,  and  expenfes, 
in  the  performance  of  the  trufts  hereby 
repofed  in  them,  as  the  commiflioners  of 
his  Majefty’s  treafury,  or  the  high  trea- 
furer  for  the  time  being,  fhall  in  that  be¬ 
half  direft,  the  fame  to  be  paid  or  re¬ 
tained  out  of  the  annual  dividends  or  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  the  capital  flock  of  annuities  to 
be  purchafed  under  the  authority  of  this 
aft,  any  thing  herein-contained  to  the 
contrary  notwithftanding, 

119.  And  be  it  further  enafted.  That 
the  laid  united  company  and  their  fuc- 
ceffors  fliall,  and  they  are  hereby  dtrefted 
and  required  to  pay  into  the  receipt  of  his 
Majefty’s  exchequer,  and  into  the  Bank 
of  England,  the  feveral  and  refpeft ive 
fums  of  money  by  this  aft  direfted  to  be 
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paid  by  them,  at  or  within  the  times,  and 
m  the  manner  and  form  aforefaid,  and 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
©f  this  aft ;  and  if  the  faid  united  com¬ 
pany  or  their  fucceffors  fhall  make  failure 
in  any  payment  hereby  appointed  to  be 
made  by  them  into  the  laid  receipt  of  the 
exchequer,  or  into  the  Bank  of  England, 
according  to  the  tenor  and  true  meaning 
hereof,  that  then  and  in  any  fuch  cafe  the 
money  whereof  fuch  failure  in  payment 
fhall  be  made,  fhall  and  may  be  recovered 
from  the  faid  united  company  4nd  their 
fucceffors  to  his  Majefty’s  ufe,  by  aftion 
of  debt,  or  upon  the  cafe,  bill,  fuit,  or 
information,  in  any  of  his  Majefty’s 
courts  of  record  at  Weftminfter,  wherein 
noeffoign,  proteftion,  or  wager  of  law 
fhall  be  allowed,  or  any  more  than  one 
imparlance  ;  in  which  aftion,  bill,  fuit, 
or  information,  it  fhall  be  lawful  to  de¬ 
clare,  that  the  united  company  of  mer¬ 
chants  of  England  trading  to  the  Eaft- 
Indies,  are  indebted  to  his  Majefly  in  the 
monies  of  which  they  fhall  have  made 
default  in  payment,  according  to  the  form 
of  this  aft,  and  have  not  paid  the  fame  ; 
which  declaration  (hall  be  fufficient,  and 
in  or  upon  fuch  aftion,  bill,  plaint  or  in¬ 
formation,  there  fhall  be  further  reco¬ 
vered  for  his  Majefty’s  ufe,  againft  the 
faid  company  and  their  fucceffors,  damages 
after  the  rate  of  15/.  per  cent,  per  annum, 
for  the  refpeftive  monies  fo  unpaid  con¬ 
trary  to  this  aft,  together  with  full  cofts 
of  fuit ;  and  the  faid  united  company  and 
their  fucceffors,  and  all  their  (lock  and 
funds,  and  all  other  their  real  and  per- 
fonal  property  and  eftate,  lands  and  tene¬ 
ments,  whatever  and  wherever,  fhall  be 
and  are  hereby  made  fubjeft  and  liable  to 
the  payment  of  the  faid  monies  and  da¬ 
mages,  with  the  full  colls  of  fuit. 

120.  And  be  it  further  enafted,  That 
the  faid  united  company  and  their  fuc¬ 
ceffors  (hall,  upon  payment  of  the  feveral 
fums  by  this  aft  direfted  to  be  made  into 
the  receipt  of  his  Majefty’s  exchequer, 
and  into  the  Bank  of  England  relpeftive- 
lv,  be  fully  exonerated,  acquitted,  and 
difcharged,  as  againft  his  Majefly,  his 
heirs  and  fucceffors,  from  all  writs,  aftions, 
fuits,  damages,  and  proceedings,  for  or 
on  account  of  the  refpeftive  fums  which 
fhall  be  lo  paid  by  the  faid  company  ; 
and  in  order  that  no  difficulty  or  dilpute 
may  arife  in  refpeft  thereof,  a  certificate 
fhall  be  made,  without  fee  or  reward,  for 
the  afcertaiwing  the  amount  of  every 
chftinft  fum  by  the  faid  company  paid  in¬ 
to  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer,  and  into 
the  Bank  of  England  rclpeftiveiy,  by 


virtue  of  this  aft,  at  the  time  of  the  pa y« 
ment  thereof,  fpecifying  the  amount  of? 
the  fum  or  fums  fo  paid,  and  the  day  of 
payment  of  the  fame ;  which  certificate 
in  refpeft  of  monies  paid  into  the  receipt 
of  the  exchequer,  (hall  be  figned  by  the 
auditor  of  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer, 
the  clerk  of  the  pells,  and  one  of  the 
tellers,  or  in  their  abfence,  by  their 
refpeftive  deputies  attending  at  the 
faid  receipt;  and  for  monies  paid  into 
the  Bank  of  England,  fuch  certificate 
fhall  be  figned  by  one  of  the  chief 
cafhiers  of  the  faid  Bank  of  England, 
ftverally  and  refpeftively,  at  the  time 
of  payment  of  fuch  money;  and  the 
feveral  certificates,  fo  figned,  fhall  be  de¬ 
livered  to  the  faid  company,  cr  their  chief 
treafurer  or  cafhier,  and  fhall  be  good 
and  fufficient  evidence  in  law,  as  againft 
his  Majefly,  his  heirs,  and  fucceffors,  for 
the  payment  of  the  fum  or  fums  therein 
expreffed  and  fpecified. 

121.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  fur¬ 
ther  enafted,  That  if  the  making  payment 
of  any  fum  or  fums  into  the  receipt  of  the 
exchequer,  or  into  the  Bank  of  England, 
refpeftively,  at  or  within  the  time  or 
times  appointed  by  this  aft  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  will  be  attended  with  material  incon¬ 
venience  or  embarraflment  to  the  affairs 
tof  the  faid  company,  then  and  in  every 
fuch  cafe  the  court  of  direftors  of  the  faid 
company  fhall  and  are  hereby  required  to 
prefent  the  fame,  and  the  circumftances 
thereof,  to  the  high  treafurer  or  com- 
miffioners  of  the  treafury  for  the  time  be¬ 
ing,  who  fhall  forthwith  examine  into 
and  confider  of  fuch  reprefentation  ;  and 
thereupon  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  faid  high  trealurer  or  coinmiftioners 
of  the  treafury,  if  he  or  they  fhall  fee 
caufe,  to  poftpone  or  fufpend  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  fum  or  fums,  fo  accruing  or 
accrued  due  as  aforefaid,  for  fuch  rea- 
fonable  time,  and  upon  fuch  terms  and 
conditions,  as  to  him  or  them  {hall  ap¬ 
pear  reafonable  and  expedient ;  and  that 
the  payment  of  the  faid  fum  or  fums  fhall 
accordingly  be  poftponed  or  fufpended, 
and  no  penalty  or  damages  fhall  be  in¬ 
curred  or  incurrable  in  the  mean  time,  by 
reafon  of  the  non-payment  thereof,  any 
thing  herein  contained  to  the  Contrary 
notwuhftanding  ;  provided  always,  That 
there  be  laid  before  both  houfes  of  Par¬ 
liament,  within  14  days  after  the  making 
fuch  order,  if  Parliament  fhall  be  then 
fitting,  or  otherwife  within  the  firft  14 
fitting  days  of  the  then  next  fefiion  of 
Parliament,  a  copy  of  the  faid  order,  and 
of  the  reprefentation  of  the  faid  court  of 

direftors, 
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direffors,  whereon  the  fame  (hall  have 
been  granted. 

122.  Provided  alfo,  and  be  it  further 
enaffed,  That  if  it  fhall  happen  that,  by 
any  extraordinary  expences  incurred  in 
time  of  war,  or  preparations  for  war,  or 
from  circumftances  incidental  to  war,  the 
aforefaid  net  proceeds  fhall  fall  fhort  (af¬ 
ter  payment  or  provifion  made  for  the  faid 
dividend  of  lo/.  .per  cent,  and  the  faid 
500,000/.  per  annum,  for  the  redufhon 
of  the  faid  debt  in  India),  of  making  pay¬ 
ment  to  1  he  exchequer  of  the  faid 
500,000/.  per  annum,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
public,  then  and  fo  often  as  the  fame  fhall 
happen,  the  deficiency  or  deficiencies  in 
the  faid  lafi-mentioned  payments  fhall  not 
be  made  good  out  of  the  furplus  of  any 
future  year  or  years,  to  impede  the  accu¬ 
mulation  ot  the  faid  guarantee  fund,  not 
exceeding  12,000,000/.  payable  into  the 
exchequer;  but  that  the  amount  of  all 
deficiencies  fo  happening  and  occafioned, 
fhall  he  deemed  as  a  debt  to  be  made 
good  to  the  public  upon  the  determination 
of  the  exclufive  trade  of  the  faid  com¬ 
pany,  in  the  event  only  of  their  general 
affets,  confifting  of  monies  in  their  trea- 
furies,  fecurities  for  money,  {hips,  goods, 


wares,  and  merchandize,  and  other  their 
live  and  dead  flock,  producing  or  amount¬ 
ing  in  value  to  more  than  Efficient  for  the 
payment  of  all  the  juft  debts  of  the  faid 
company,  and  of  making  good  to  the  faid 
company  the  value  of  therr  capital  ftock, 
rated  at  200/.  for  every  100/.  of  fuch 
ftock ;  but  that  after  payment  or  provifion 
made  for  the  faid  debts  and  capital  ftock 
as  aforefaid,  the  furplus  or  excefs  of  the 
faid  general  affets  fhall  be  applied  in  the 
making  good  the  amount  of  the  faid  defi¬ 
ciencies,  as  far  as  the  fame  will  extend, 
in  preference  to  any  other  application 
thereof ;  any  thing  herein  contained  to 
the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

123.  Provided  alfo,  and  be  it  further 
enacted,  ’That  the  appropriation  made  by 
this  aft  of  the  clear  profits  of  the  faid  ter¬ 
ritorial  acquifitions  and  revenues  in  India 
fhall  not  extend,  or  be  conftrued  to  ex¬ 
tend,  to  prejudice  or  affeft  the  rights  of 
the  public,  or  of  the  faid  united  com¬ 
pany,  refpefting  the  faid  territorial  acqui¬ 
fitions  and  revenues,  beyond  the  further 
term  by  this  aft  granted  to  the  faid  united 
company,  under  the  limitations  thereof, 
in  the  foie  and  exclufive  trade  to  the  EaDU 
Indies  and  parts  aforefaid. 
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partly  in  the  Year  1807-8,  and  partly  in  1808-9. 
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FURTHER  PAPERS  RESPECTING  THE  TRADE  BETWEEN  INDIA 

AND  EUROPE. 


Tne  following  papers  contain  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  commif- 
fioners,  and  the  court  of  diredlors,  down  to  the  end  of  the  year  1801,  refpedling 
the  important  queftion  under  difcuffion,  Whether  or  not  the  Englilh  merchants  re- 
lident  in  India  lhall  be  allowed  to  fend  their  goods  to  the  port  of  London  in  their 
own  fhips  ?  The  remainder  of  the  papers  which  the  court  of  directors  have  publilhed 
for  the  ufe  of  the  proprietors  of  India  flock,  being  written  fubfequent  to  the  xft  of 
January  1802,  we  inufl  neceffarily  referve  for  our  Regifler  for  that  year.  * 


At  a  court  of  directors,  held  on 
Thurfday  the  21ft  of  May  1801  t 
The  chairman  from  the  fpecial 
committee  appointed  to  confider  fe- 
veral  letters  from  the  right  hon. 
Henry  Dundas,  &c.  laying  before 
the  court  the  draft  of  a  letter  for 
Bengal,  in  the  commercial  depart¬ 
ment,  prepared  in  confequence  of 
the  court’s  refolutions  of  the  4th 
February  laft,  refpeding  the  trade 
between  India  and  Europe  ; 

The  fame  was  read,  and  unani- 
moufly  approved. 

At  a  general  court  of  the  united 
Company  of  merchants  of  England 
trading  to  the  Eaft- Indies,  held  at 
their  houfe,  in  Leadenhall-ftfeet,  on 
Thurfday,  28th  May  1 801,  at 
twelve  o’clock  at  noon  : 

The  chairman  acquainted  the 
court,  that  it  was  fummoned  on 
fpecial  affairs,  in  confequence  of  a 
letter  figned  by  forty- three  pro¬ 
prietors  :  and  proposing  that  the  faid 
letter  fhould  be  read. 

The  fame  was  read  accordingly, 
being  as  follows,  viz. 

To  the  Hon .  the  Court  of  Direc- 
<(  tors  for  jiff  airs  of  the  United 
s(  Eaji. India  Company . 

“  GENTLEMEN, 

u  We,  being  proprietors  of  Eaft- 
gi  India  flock,  duly  qualified  ac- 
ic  'cording  to  law,  requell  that  a 
“  general  court  may  be  fummoned 
on  fpecial  affairs,  at  which  we 
“  (hall  fubmit  to  the  confideration 
ff  of  the  court,  whether  it  is  not 
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expedient  to  obtain  further  in¬ 
formation  refpedting  the  trade  be¬ 
tween  India  and  Europe,  in  order 
to  form  an  intelligent,  juft,  and 
final  conelufion  on  that  fubjedl. 

“  We  remain, 

“  With  refpedl, 

(f  Gentlemen, 

“  Your  very  obedient, 

“  humble  fervants, 

W.  M.  Maland,  “  Thos.  Henchman, 
Thomas  Jones,  “  A.  E.  Impey, 

J  A.  Clarke,  “  Geo.  Johnfon, 

P.  Craufurd  Bruce, “  Edm.  Boehm, 

J.  Prinfep,  “  Dan.  Nantes, 

James  Amos,  “  Arch.  Paxton, 
Chas.  Cockerell,  “  John  Tayler, 
William  Lennox,  “  Geo.  Durant, 

Gab.  Gillett,  *£  J.  Spalding, 

Geo.  Powney,  “  G.  Hartwell, 

Chas.  Morris,  <l  Arth.  Shakfpear, 

J.  H.  Cafamaijor,  “  W.  Remington, 

“  Thos.  C.  Warner, 

“  Thos.  Burne,  jun. 

“  Edw.  Warner,  jun, 
“  A.  F.  Haldiman, 

“  James  Arthur, 

“  John  Lubbock, 

“  Rich.  Tuckwell, 

“  William  Pulteney. 


Philip  Barton, 
C.  Lambert, 
Thos.  Gordon, 
P-  Johnfton, 

P.  Moore, 

J.  Stephenfon, 
R.  Stuart, 

R.  Williamfon, 
Kinnaird, 


It  was  then  moved, — “  That 
this  court  is  highly  fenfible  of  the 
very  great  importance  of  the  general 
trade  between  India  and  Europe  to 
the  political  and  commercial  in- 
terefts  of  Great-Britain,  as  well  as 
Of  the  Eaft-India  Company  :  that 
they  lament  the  wide  difference  of 
the  opinions  entertained  on  this  fub- 
jebl,  by  the  court  of  directors  on  the 
one  fide,  and  the  late  prefident  of 
the  board  of  commiftioners  and  the 
governor-general  of  India  on  the 

other  j 
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Other  ;  and,  anxious  that  the  mea- 
fure  finally  to  be  adopted  may  be 
formed  on  the  fulled  information 
and  matured  deliberation,  and  think¬ 
ing  it  may  edentially  conduce  to 
that  defirable  end,  if  the  court  were 
afiifted  by  the  wifdom  and  expe¬ 
rience  of  the  late  governors -general 
of  India,  they  recommend  to  the 
court  of  direftors  to  tranfmit  a  copy 
of  the  printed  papers  to  Marquis 
Cornwallis,  Earl  Macartney,  Lord 
Teignmouth,  Sir  John  Macpherfon, 
and  Warren  Hadings,  efq.  with  a 
requed  that  they  will  feverally  fa¬ 
vour  the  Company  with  a  communi¬ 
cation  of  their  advice  and  opinion 
on  the  fubjeft  of  them.’’ 

An  amendment  to  the  foregoing 
motion  being  made,  by  omitting 
all  the  words  after  the  word  That , 
in  order  to  introduce  the  following 
viz.  “  This  court  do  confirm  the 
unanimous  refolutions  of  the  court 
of  directors  of  the  4  th  February 
lad  ;  and  that  the  court  of  direc¬ 
tors  do,  without  delay,  aft  upon 
the  principles  detailed  in  thofe  re¬ 
folutions.  ” 

And  the  quedion  being  put, 
“  That  the  words  propofed  to  be 
left  out  dand  part  of  the  quedion,' ’ 
the  fame  was  declared  from  the  chair 
to  have  pafled  in  the  negative. 

Whereupon  a  divifion  being  de¬ 
manded,  and  tellers  appointed,  the 
court  divided  accordingly,  and  the 
tellers  reported  the  number  to  be, 
for  the  quedion,  80  ;  againft  it, 
185. 

Then  the  fame  was  declared  from 
the  chair  to  have  palled  in  the  ne¬ 
gative. 

It  was  then  moved,  “  That  the 
amendment  dand  part  of  the  quef- 
tion  — And  the  queftion  thereon 
being  put,  the  fame  was  carried  in 
the  affirmative. 

A  ballot  on  the  quedion,  as 
amended,  being  then  demanded  by 


the  under-mentioned  proprietors, 

VIZ. 

James  Law,  Thomas  Henchman, 

George  Johndone,  Arthur  E.  Impey, 
Robert  Macfarlane,  Samuel  P.  Cockerell, 
Edward  Maxwell,  Peter  Lawrie,  and 
George  Durant,  Peter  Moore, 

It  was  refolved,  that  the  faid 
quedion,  danding  as  follows,  viz. 
(i  That  this  court  do  confirm  the 
unanimous  refolutions  of  the  court 
of  direftors  of  the  4th  of  February 
lad  ;  and  that  the  court  of  direftors 
do,  without  delay,  aft  upon  the 
principles  detailed  in  thofe  refolu¬ 
tions,’*  be  put  by  the  ballot  at  this 
houfe,  on  Friday  the  5th  of  June 
next,  from  eleven  o’clock  in  the 
forenoon  until  fix  in  the  evening. 

The  court  then  on  the  quedion 
adjourned. 

At  a  court  of  directors,  held  on 
Wednefday  the  28th  May  1801  : 

Draft  of  an  advertifement,  giving 
notice  that  a  general  court  will  be 
held  at  this  houfe  on  Friday  the 
5th  June  next,  from  eleven  o’clock 
in  the  forenoon  till  fix  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  to  ballot  on  the  following 
quedion,  viz.  “  That  this  court  do 
confirm  unanimous  refolutions  of  the 
court  of  directors  of  the  4th  Febru¬ 
ary  lad  ;  and  that  the  court  of  di¬ 
reftors  do,  without  delay,  aft  upon 
the  principles  detailed  in  thefe  re¬ 
folutions,’’  was  read  and  approved. 

At  a  court  of  direftors,  held  on 
Friday,  2Qth  May  180  1  : 

An  addrefs  to  the  proprietors,  on 
the  fubjeft  ol  the  proceedings  of  the 
general  court  held  the  28th  indant, 
was  read,  unanimoufly  approved, 
and  figived. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  newfpapers,  and  printed, 
and  fent  to  the  proprietors. 

At  a  court  of  direftors,  held  on 
Monday,  id  June  1801  : 


The 
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The  chairman  acquainting  the 
court,  that,  at  the  defire  of  fever al 
c&ve&ors,  he  had  been  induced  to 
withhold  from  publication  the  ad- 
clrefs  to  the  proprietors  approved 
at  the  lad  court,  and  had  fummoned 
a)  meeting  of  the  directors  this  day, 
f’peeially  for  the  purpofe  of  taking 
the  fame  into  further  confideration  ; 

It  was  agreed  to  withdraw  the 
laid  addrefs : 

And  draft  of  an  addrefs  to  the 
proprietors,  propofed  to  be  fubfti- 
tnted  in  lieu  thereof,  was  read,  ap¬ 
proved,.  and  figned,  being  as  fol¬ 
lows,  iz. 

'f  3  the  Proprietors  of  Raft -India 
Stock. 

((  LADIES  and  GENTLEMEN, 

6i  An  appeal  has  been  made  to  a 
general  court  by  forty-three  pro¬ 
prietors,  againft  the  decifion  of  the 
court  of  directors,  when  the  conduct 
of  your  executive  body  was  ap¬ 
proved  by  a  very  con  fide rable  ma¬ 
jority*,  We  fhould  have  been  fatif- 
hed  if  the  bufinefs  had  reded  there ; 
but  a  ballot  has  been  demanded, 
which  makes  it  our  indifpen fable 
duty,  not  only  to  date  briefly  the 
nature  of  the  queftion,  but  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  motives  of  fome  of  thofe 
who  have  been  concerned  in  bring¬ 
ing  it  forward. 

44  On  a  former  occafion,  when 
the  Company  applied  for  a  renewal 
of  their  charter,  they  experienced 
fome  difficulty,  and  even  oppofition, 
from  the  public  at  large;  but  after 
a  full  difeuffion  and  mature  deli¬ 
beration,  every  wife  and  impartial 
perfon  was  fatisfied,  that  India 
ought  not  to  become  a  colony,  and 
that  it  could  only  be  adminidered 
in  a  fa fe  and  beneficial  manner,  po¬ 
litically  as  well  as  commercially, 
through  the  medium  of  an  exclufive 
Company.  After  various  contend¬ 
ing,  and  even  oppofite  intereds,  had 
thus  acquiefced  in  this  general  prin- 
6 


ciple,  judge  of  our  furprize,  to  find 
forty- three  proprietors  come  for¬ 
ward,  to  contend  for  what  had  been 
yielded  by  the  public  at  large  ;  and 
dill  more,  to  find  that  a  confider- 
able  part  of  them,  agent's  to  the 
merchants  in  India,  were  perfonaliy 
intereded  in  the  decifion  of  the 
queftion . 

6(  The  demand  for  a  general  court 
was  after  we  had  produced  a  report, 
in  defence  of  the  rights,  and  even 
theexiftenceof  the  Company,  which 
all  the  ingenuity  of  the  gentlemen 
who  called  the  court,  ftimulated  by 
the  perfona!  intereft  in  the  queftion 
which  many  of  them  po defied,  has 
not  been  able  to  impeach,  they 
therefore  attempted  a  very  extraor¬ 
dinary  meafure,  namely,  that  of 
calling  for  the  opinions  of  the  High 
and  refpeCtable  characters  now  re¬ 
nd  ent  in  Europe,  who  have  for¬ 
merly  been  governors- general  in 
India.  This  propofal  was,  how¬ 
ever,  negati  ved  in- the  general  coaFt 
of  proprietors. 

((  Such  a  reference  would,  in  fact, 
have  been  an  arbitration  between 
the  condiment  and  the  executive 
bodies,  extremely  invidious  to  the 
great  and  refpeCtable  characters 
whole  names  were  mentioned  on  the 
occafion,  unconftkutional  in  itfelf, 
and  would  have  degraded  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  the  proprietors,  who  alone 
pofiefs  the  power  of  deciding,  at 
the  fame  time  that  it  would  have 
proved  humiliating  to  oorfelves, 
after  we,  had  fought  for  information 
from  every  competent  fource. 

“  The  pretence  was,  to  bring 
home  the  furplus  produce  of  India, 
in  order  to  conceal,  if  not  its  real 
objeCt,  at  lead  its  prominent  fea¬ 
ture.  But  this  veil  is  completely 
drawn  afide,  in  a  letter  from  the 
firft  merchant  at  Calcutta  to  the 
board  of  trade,  at  a  time  when  the 
merchants  were  not  only  encouraged 

*  to 
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to  fend  their  goods  to  Europe,  but 
[hips  were  offered  to  convey  the 
fame.  He  fays :  f  It  is  true,  that 
the  Company  offer  us  tonnage  for 
goods  at  this  time  ;  but  the  great 
fubjefft  is,  being  permitted  to  fend 
them  on  our  own  fhips,  by  which 
means  we  obtain  the  profit  of 
freight,  and  have  an  opportunity  of 
being  othervvife  ferviceable  to  our 
friends. — 

<f  Shall  Britifh  fhips,  hired  by 
the  Company,  and  fent  to  India  for 
the  exprefs  purpofe  of  bringing 
home  the  private  trade,  return  with 
fhort  cargoes,  in  order  to  gratify 
the  interefts  and  the  patronage  of 
individuals  ?  Experience  induces  us 
to  believe,  that  the  owners  of  Bri¬ 
tifh  fliips  need  not  fear  a  con  tell; 
with  thofe  of  India  in  regular 
times.  —  Whilft  our  feamen  are 
chiefly  employed  againfl  the  enemies 
of  the  country,  their  wages  are 
high,  and  Lafcars  will  be  found  at 
a  much  cheaper  rate ;  but  will  you 
fuffer  Britifh  feamen  to  be  deprived 
ot  their  bread  for  this  reafon,  and 
for  the  emolument  of  perfons  re- 
fident  in  India  ?  On  the  other  hand, 
will  it  be  eadured,  to  fee  thofe 
wretched  objects,  who  perifh  every 
winter  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
climate,  and  other  caufes,  increafe 
to  an  indefinite  number  ?  Their 
place  mult  be  fupplied,  on  the  re¬ 
turning  voyage,  by  Europeans,  who 
may  quit  their  fhips,  and  fill  India 
with  the  word  kind  of  adventurers, 
when  Lafcars  will  again  be  fubfti- 
tuted  at  a  lower  rate  of  wages.  A 
moment’s  reflection  is  fufficient  to 
perceive,  that  the  return  of  the  few 
remaining  Lafcars  to  India,  ema¬ 
ciated  in  their  health,  and  depraved 
in  their  minds,  muff  prejudice  the 
Britifh  name  and  character  in  the 
eyes  of  the  natives;  and  this  pre¬ 
judice,  the  manner,  and  conduct  of 
the  European  feamen,  carried  out  in 


Indian  fhips,  and  left  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  muft  greatly  increafe. 

ii  Every  confideration,  therefore, 
of  humanity,  as  well  as  policy,  com¬ 
bine  to  prevent  the  progrefs  of  evils, 
which  will  gradually  introduce  the 
colonial  fyftem,  and  thereby  fap  the 
foundation  of  our  Indian  empire.  „ 
“  The  views  of  Mr.  Dundas,  on 
the  renewal  of  the  charter,  were  to 
furnifh  the  means  of  exporting  Bri¬ 
tifh  manufactures  to  the  fulleft  ex¬ 
tent,  to  bring  raw  materials  from 
India,  to  open  full  fcope  to  the  re¬ 
mittance  of  fortunes  from  India, 
and  finally,  to  crufh  or  bring  to  the 
river  Thames,  the  dandeftine  trade. 
The  Company  now  offer,  without 
any  limit  as  to  the  extent,  Britifh 
fhips  to  convey  manufactures  to  In¬ 
dia,  and  to  bring  raw  materials 
from  thence.  If  the  fortunes  to  be 
remitted  home  were  double  or  treble 
the  amount,  the  Company  would 
gladly  receive  the  fame  in  India,  to 
be  paid  for  in  Europe  ;  fo  that  there 
only  remains  the  dandeftine  trade 
as  to  which  the  leaft  doubt  can 
exift.  On  this  fubjeCt,  the  court, 
in  their  report,  truft  they  have  de- 
monft rated,  beyond  the  poffibility 
of  contradiction,  the  veryfmallin- 
fignificant  amount  employed  in  this 
manner,  compared  with  the  vaft 
trade  which  has  grown  up  under  the 
aufpices  of  the  Company,  and  even 
with  the  private  or  privileged  trade 
of  individuals  to  and  from  India. 
It  is  on  this  point,  however,  the 
parties  interefted  have  railed  a  cla¬ 
mour  ;  and  having  accefs  to  perfons 
in  power,  an  imprefiion  has  been 
made,  and  opinions  produced,  on 
which  they  found’ their  pretenfions. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  amongft  all 
the  voluminous  papers  which  have 
appeared  previous  to  the  labours  of 
the  committee,  not  a  complete  do- 
cument  can  be  found,  and  very 
rarely  the  flighteft  argument,  in  de¬ 
fence 
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fence  of  the  rights  of  the  Company, 
or  dating  the  dangerous  confe- 
quences  which  mull  refult  from  the 
indulgences,  for  which  the  mer¬ 
chants  in  India  and  their  agents  at 
home  contend. 

fi  We  may,  therefore,  venture  to 
affert,  that  the  Company  have  fcru- 
puloufiy  fulfilled  their  part  of  the 
engagement  on  the  renewal  of  the 
charter ;  that  they  have  been  for¬ 
ward,  on  every  occafion,  to  extend, 
in  the  moll  liberal  manner,  every 
eonceflion  and  facility  confident  with 
a  regulated  monopoly ,  which  either 
government  or  the  public  can  defire : 
they  therefore  truft,  that  as  they 
have  drained  indulgence  to  fo  large 
an  extent,  thofe  rights  and  privi¬ 
leges,  which  have  been  granted  for 
the  prefervation  of  their  remaining 
exclufive  trade,  will  not  be  wrefted 
from  them  to  gratify  a  very  few 
individuals  in  fhort,  that  the  rights 
of  the  Company,  fanftioned  by  the 
Legiflatare  for  the  advantage  of  the 
Nation,  {hall  ferve  for  more  exten¬ 
sive  purpofes  than  to  cover  an  ac¬ 
tual  monopoly  cf  the  trade  to  India, 
for  the  benefit  of  Indian  agents  and 
Indian  fhips,  which  are  the  real 
objects  of  the  parties. 

On  the  whole,  we  trud  the 
views  of  the  diredors  will  be  found 
to  red,  not  upon  partial  grounds 
and  exciufive  rights  alone,  but  upon 
great  national  foundations.  We 
cannot,  however,  attempt  to  con¬ 
vey  to  you,  in  a  fhort  addrefs,  all 
the  fadts  and  arguments  which  at¬ 
tach  to  this  momentous  quedion, 
dill  iels  to  explain  the  extenfive 
and  dangerous  confeauences  which 
would  flow  from  the  pretenfions  of 
the  merchants  in  India,  their  agents 
and  friends,  and  which,  we  are  per- 
fuaded,  will,  by  degrees  (if  admit¬ 
ted),  prove  fatal  to  the  Britifh  em¬ 
pire  there,  and  terminate  in  the 
dedrudtion  of  the  Company.  We 


mud  therefore  refer  to  our  report 
on  the  occafion;  and  trud  that  your 
votes  for  the  quejhony  on  the  bal¬ 
lot,  will  enable  us  to  defend  the 
rights  and  exidence  of  the  Com¬ 
pany,  againd  a  mod  powerful  and 
dangerous  combination. 

“  We  have  the  honour  to  be, 

<(  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  / 

“  Your  mod  faithful,  and 
(C  obliged  humble  fervants, 
“  P.  Le  Mefurier,  D.  Scott,  Chairman , 
“  John  Manfhip,  C.  Mills,  Dep.  Chair . 
“  T.  Theo.  Metcalf, F.  Baring, 

“  Thomas  Parry,  W.  Benfley, 

“  Edward  Parry,  Jacob  Bofanquet,, 

“  Abraham  Roberts, J.  Smith  Burges, 

“  John  Roberts,  Jofeph  Cotton, 

“  George  Tatem,  Lionel  Darell, 
t£  G.  W.  ThellulTon,  W.  Elphinftone, 

“  R.  Thornton,  Simon  Frafer, 

“  John  Travers,  John  Hunter, 

“  S.  Williams,  Hugh  Inglis.’* 

Ordered ,  That  the  foregoing  ad¬ 
drefs  be  publifhed  in  the  newfpapers, 
and  printed,  and  fent  to  the  pro¬ 
prietors. 

At  a  court  of  directors,  held  on 
Wednefday,  3d  June  1801  : 

On  reading  a  letter  from  the  right 
hon.  the  board  of  commiffioners  for 
the  affairs  of  India,  fVlde  Appendix 
No.  I.)  dated  the  2d  indant,  dating 
the  reafons  for  their  opinion,  that 
the  paragraphs  relative  to  the  pri¬ 
vate  trade  propofed  by  the  court 
to  be  fent  to  Bengal,  fhould  not 
make  a  part  of  the  difpatches  now 
about  to  be  tranfmitted  to  India, 
that  the  commiffioners  may  be  ena¬ 
bled  to  confider  the  fubjeft  more 
maturely,  and  to  apply  to  it  that 
degree  of  invedigation  which  its 
importance  evidently  demands; 

It  was  moved,  and  on  the  quedion, 

R.efol-vedy  That  a  deputation  from 
this  court,  confiding  of  the  chair¬ 
man,  deputy  chairman,  Sir  Francis 
Baring,  bart.  Jacob  Bofanquet,  efq. 
and  Hugh  Inglis,  cfq.  be  requeded 
to  wait  upon  the  right  hon.  the 
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prefident  of  the  board  of  eommif- 
fioners  for  the  affairs  of  India,  and 
to  communicate  with  him  upon  the 
fubjeft  of  the  letter  above-men¬ 
tioned. 

A  note  from  the  hon.  William 
Brodrick,  dated  the  2d  inftant, 
being  read,  requefting  to  be  fur- 
mifhed  with  the  accounts  under¬ 
mentioned,  for  the  information  of 
the  board  of  commiffioners,  <viz. 


An  account  of  the  amount  of  bills  drawn 
from  India  and  China,  from  30th  April 
1795,  to  30th  April  1800,  diftinguilhing 
each  year,  and  the  amount  of  bills  from' 
China  and  from  India,  either  on  account 
of  the  bond-debts  or  other  purpofes; 

An  eftimate  of  the  coft  of  private  trade 
and  privilege  goods  imported  from  India, 
and  fold  in  the  fales  of  March  and  Sep¬ 
tember  1796,  to  September  fale  1800, 
diftinguilhing  each  year ; 

An  eftimate  of  the  coft  of  private  goods 
ihipped  for  India  in  the  feafon  of  1 794  to 
the  feafon  1798  incluftve,  diftinguilhing 
each  year ; 

An  account  of  the  fale  amount  of  goods 
from  India,  fold  on  the  Company’s  ac¬ 
count,  and  on  private  account^  in  the  fales 
of  March  and  September  1793,  to  March 
and  September  1800,  diftinguilhing  each 
year ; 

An  account  of  the  prime  coft,  fale 
amount,  profit  and  lofs  per  cent,  on  the 
company’s  goods  from  India,  fold  in  the 
March  and  September  fales  1787,  to 
March  and  September  1800,  diftinguiih- 
ing  each  year: 


Ordered ,  That  the  laid  lifts  of 
accounts  be  referred  to  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  committee  of  ac¬ 
counts. 


At  a  court  of  directors,  held  on 
Friday,  5th  June  1801  : 

The  following  letter  was  read, 
<viz. 

From  the  right  hon.  lord  Lewif- 
ham,  prefident  of  the  board  of  com- 
milfioners  for  the  affairs  of  India, 
dated  the  - ,  Hating,  in  re¬ 

ply  to  the  chairman’s  letter,  ( Vide 
Appendix ,  No.  II.)  of  the  3d  in¬ 
fant,  that  he  is  at  prefent  confined 


to  his  houfe  at  Blackheath  by  ill- 
nefs,  which  prevents  him  receiving 
in  town,  on  Friday  next,  the  de¬ 
putation  appointed  by  the  court  on 
the  3d  inftant  to  wait  on  his  lord- 
fhip. 

At  a  general  court,  held  on  Fri¬ 
day,  5th  June  I  801  : 

The  court  being  met  to  receive 
the  votes  that  may  be  brought  in 
this  day,  for  the  determination  of 
the  queftion  refolved  on  the  28th 
lilt,  to  be  this  day  put  by  the  ballot ; 

The  under-mentioned  proprietors 
were  appointed  fcrutioeers,  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  faid  votes,  and  to  report 
the  determination  of  the  queftion, 
‘viz.  Alexander  Champion,  George 
Durant,  John  Prinfep,  and  Richard 
Twining,  efquires. 

At  fix  o’clock,  the  glaffes  being 
finally  clofed,  were  delivered  to  t  he 
fcrutineers ;  and  about  eight  the 
fame  evening,  the  hon.  W.  Elphin- 
ftone  in  the  chair,  George  Durant, 
efq.  chairman  of  the  fcrutineers, 
delivered  in  their  report,  which 
was  read,  being  as  follows,  <viz. 

“  Eaft-India  Houfe,  5th  June  1801. 

i(  We,  whofe  names  are  hereunto 
fubfcribed,  being  appointed  by  the 
general  court  of  the  united  Company 
of  merchants  of  England  trading  to 
the  Eaft- Indies,  to  examine  the  votes 
delivered  in  this  day,  for  the  deter¬ 
mination  by  ballot  of  the  following 
queftion,  ‘viz.  That  this  court  do 
confirm  the  unanimous  refolutions 
of  the  court  of  directors  of  the  4th 
of  February  laft,  and  that  the  court 
of  directors  do,  without  delay,  aft 
upon  the  principles  detailed  in  thofe 
refolutions.” 

if  And  being  alfo  appointed  to 
report  the  number  of  votes  for  and 
againft  the  faid  queftion,  have  ac¬ 
cordingly  examined  the  fame,  and 
find 
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“  For  the  queftion  .  .  8  09 

“  Againft  it . 2$4 

iC  Majority  .  .  - - -575 

t(  George  Durant, 
t£  Richard  Twining, 

“  Alexander  Champion-, 
“  j OHN  Pr  INSEP.” 

Whereupon  the  fame  was  de¬ 
clared  from  the  chair ;  and  the 
court  then,  on  the  qtieftion,  ad¬ 
journed. 


At  a  court  of  aireftors,  held  on 
Wednefday,  10th  June  1801  : 

A  note  from  Mr.  Brodrick,  dated 
the  5  th  inftant,  requefting,  by  di¬ 
rection  of  the  board,  to  be  furnifh- 
ed  with  copies  of  the  written  opi¬ 
nions  given  by  fome  members  of  the 
fpecial  committee,  relative  to  the 
trade  between  India  and  Europe, 
was  read. 

Draft  ©f  the  fecretary’s  letter  to 
Mr.  Fredrick  in  reply,  (Vide  ap¬ 
pendix,  No.  V.)  was  read  and  ap¬ 
proved. 

The  chairman  acquainted  the 
court,  that  the  deputy.  Sir  Francis 
Baring,  Sir  Plugh  Inglis,  Mr.  Bo- 
fanquet,  and  himfeif,  had  waited  on 
the  right  hon.  lord  Lewifham, 
agreeably  to  the  court’s  refolution 
of  the  3d  inftant  ;  and  that  the  re- 
fult  was,  that  his  iordfhip  had  not 
been  able  to  make  up  his  mind  on 
the  fubjeCt,  but  that  it  fhould  have 
his  earlieft  consideration. 


At  a  court  of  directors,  held  on 
Wednefday,  17th  June  1801  : 

The  following  note  was  read 
from  Mr.  Brodrick,  (Vide  Appen¬ 
dix,  No.  III.)  dated  the  10th  in¬ 
ftant,  requefting  that  thefeveral  ac¬ 
counts  and  eftiinates,  applied  for  by 
him  on  the  2d  inftant,  may,  if  pof- 
fible,  be  lent  to  the  board  on  the 
following  day  at  one  o’clock,  as 
fome  of  the  cornmiffioners,  who 
have  exprefled  a  with  to  fee  them, 


will  be  at  the  office  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

Draft  of  the  fecretary’s  note  to 
Mr.  Brodrick  in  reply,  (Vide  Ap¬ 
pendix,  No.  IV.)  dated  the  fame 
day,  was  read  and  approved. 

The  following  orders  from  the 
hon.  houfe  of  commons  being  laid 
before  the  court,  viz. 

“  Veneris,  12°  Die  Junii  i8or. 

(C  Ordered,  That  there  be  laid 
before  this  houfe,  a  copy  of  the 
papers  concerning  the  trade  between 
India  and  Europe,  printed  by  order 
of  the  court  of  directors  of  the  India 
Company,  and  laid  before  the  court 
of  proprietors  of  India  ftock  on  the 
28  th  of  May  laft. 

(<  Ordered,  That  there  be  laid 
before  this  houfe  a  copy  of  the  pa¬ 
ragraphs  lately  tranfmitted  by  the 
dire&ors  of  the  Eaft- India  Company 
to  the  cornmiffioners  for  the  affairs 
of  India,  as  intended  to  be  fent  out 
to  the  governor  and  council  of  Fort 
William,  on  the  fubjeCt  of  the  trade 
by  Britifh  fubjeCts  between  India 
and  Europe,  together  with  the  an- 
fwer  returned  by  the  faid  commif- 
fioners. 

“  Ordered,  That  there  be  laid 
before  this  houfe  a  copy  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  a  general  court  of  pro¬ 
prietors  of  India  ftock,  held  on  the 
28  th  of  May  laft,  together  with 
the  refult  of  the  bailor  on  a  queftion 
then  adopted. 

“  Ordered,  That  there  be  laid 
before  this  houfe  a  copy  of  a  me¬ 
morial  of  certain  merchants  and 
agents  in  London,  delivered  to  the 
cornmiffioners  for  the  affairs  of  India, 
dated  8th  June  1801,  concerning 
the  trade  between  India  and  Europe. 

<(  Ordered,  That  there  be  laid 
before  this  houfe  a  copy  of  a  me¬ 
morial  from  the  dire&ors  of  the 
Eaft.  India  Company  to  the  trea- 
fury,  dated  7th  May  1797,  on  the 
of  regulating  the  duties  on 

Eaft- 
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Eaft-India  goods,  together  with 
copies  of  the  papers  thereunto  an¬ 
nexed. 

“  J.  Ley,  CL  D+  Dorn.  Com.” 

The  chairman  acquainted  the 
court,  that  the  above  orders  had 
been  complied  with,  except  the 
fourth*  no  ftich  papers  as  the  me¬ 
morial  therein  mentioned  having 
ever  been  in  the  Company’s  poftef- 
iion,  and  which  has  accordingly 
been  Hated  to  the  houfe. 


At  a  general  court,  helcf  on 
Wednefday/-24th  June  1801  : 

The  under-mentioned  papers  hav¬ 
ing  been  prefen  ted  to  the  houfe  of 
commons,  the  fame  were,  in  con¬ 
formity  to  the  5  th  feCfion  of  the 
ift  chapter  of  the  bye-laws,  laid 
before  the  court,  and  the  titles 
thereof  were  read,  <viz. 

A  paper  entitled  e(  Particular 
items  of  thegrofsfumof  2,672,440/. 
fet  forth  in  the  account  (No.  24) 
prefented  to  the  honourable  houfe 
•of  commons  on  the  8th  day  of  May 
laft,  from  the  Eaft-India  Company, 
as  a  debt  due  from  Government  to 
the  faid  Company/’ 

iS  Copy  of  the  papers  concerning 
■dhe  trade  between  India  and  Europe, 
printed  by  order  of  the  court  of  di- 
retftors  of  the  Eaft-India  Company, 
and  laid  before  the  court  of  pro¬ 
prietors  of  India  (lock  on  the  28th 
May  1801/’ 

“  Copy  of  the  paragraphs  lately 
iranfmitted  by  the  directors  of  the 
Eaft-India  Company  to  the  com- 
miftioners  for  the  affairs  of  India,  as 
intended  to  be  fent  out  to  the  go¬ 
vernor  in  council  of  Fort  William, 
on  the  fuhjeft  of  the  trade  by  Britifti 
fubjefts  between  India  and  Europe, 
together  with  the  anfwer  returned 
by  the  faid  commilfioners.” 

“  Copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a 
general  court  of  proprietors  of  India 
Hock,  held  on  the  28th  May  18017 


together  with  the  refult  of  fche  bal¬ 
lot  on  a  queftion  then  adopted/-’ 

“  Copy  of  a  memorial  from  the 
directors  of  the  Eaft-India  Company 
to  the  lords  of  the  treafury,  dated 
the  7th  May  17 (s  7,  on  the  fubj eft 
of  regulating  the  duties  on  Eaft- 
India  goods,  together  with  copies 
of  the  papers,  thereunto  annexed/* 

The  chairman  then  declared  it  to 
be  a  quarterly  court,  fummoned  am 
purfuance  of  the  Company’s  char¬ 
ter  ;  and  no  further  bufmefs  offer¬ 
ing,  the  court  on  the  queftion  ad¬ 
journed. 

At  a  court  of  directors,  held  or. 
Wednefday,  24  th  June  180  I  t 

A  letter  from  the  hon.  William 
Brodrick,  ( Vide  Appendix ,  No. 
VII.)  dated  the  20  th  in  ft  ant,  was 
read,  ftating  that  the  board  of  corai- 
miffioners  for  the  affairs  of  India* 
fin.ce  their  letter  of  the  2d  inftant, 
have  had  draft,  No.  15  9,  under 
their  consideration  :  but  as  various 
papers  refpefting  the  private  trade 
with  India  have  been  laid  before 
the  houfe  of  commons,  preparatory 
to  an  inveftigation  of  the  fubiecft, 
which  it  is  the  obvious  intention  of 
parliament  to  enter  upon  early  im 
the  en fifing  feffion,  they  feel  it  in- 
confiftent  with  their  fence  of  public 
duty,  by  any  intermediate  ftep,  >t© 
anticipate  the  decifion  of  the  iegif- 
lature  on  a  queftion  of  fuch  magni¬ 
tude,  and  fo  clofely  connected  with 
the  maritime  ftren^th  of  the  conn- 
try  ;  and  that  they  therefore  have 
dire/led  him  to  fignify  to  the  court, 
that  they  withhold  their  approba¬ 
tion  from  the  draft  propofecL 

The  letter  to  Bengal  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  department,  dated  the  25  th 
May  1798,  was  read;  alfo 

A  letter  from  the  late  deputy 
chairman,  David  Scott,  efq.  (Fide 
Appendix ,  No,  VIII.)  dated  the 
27th  January  Laft,  to  the  fpe.cial 
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committee  to  whole  consideration 
Several  letters  from  the  right  hon. 
Henry  Dundas  were  referred. 

Ordered ,  That  the.  letter  from 
the  hon.  William  Brodrick,  now 
read,  be  referred  to  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  Said  Special  committee. 

On  a  motion.  Refolded ,  That 
Jofeph  Cotton,  efq.  be  a  member 
of  the  faid  Special  committee. 

At  a  court  of  directors,  held  on 
ThurSday,  25th  June  1801  : 

The  chairman  acquainted  the 
court,  that  the  Special  committee 
to  whoSe  consideration  the  letter 
from  the  hon.  William  Brodrick, 
dated  the  20th  inftant,  was  referred, 
have  deliberated  thereon  ;  and  the 
committee  being  unanimoully  of 
opinion,  that  the  bufinefs  is  of  So 
much  importance  as  to  require  fur¬ 
ther  consideration,  they  have  agreed 
to  adjourn  the  further  confederation 
thereof  till  Wednefday  next. 

At  a  court  of  direftors,  held  on 
Wednefday,  l ft  July  1801  : 

The  chairman  from  the  Special 
committee  Submitting  to  the  court 
draft  of  a  letter  ( Vide  Appendix, 
No.  IX.)  to  the  hon.  William 
Brodrick,  in  reply  to  his  letter  of 
the  20th  of  laft  month  ;  the  fame  was 
read,  and  unanimoully  approved. 

l 

At  a  court  of  directors,  held  on 
Wednefday,  15th  July  1801  : 

A  letter  from  the  hon.  William 
Brodrick,  ( Vide  Appendix ,  No.  X.) 
dated  the  14th  inftant,  being  read, 
ftating  the  reafons  which  induce  the 
board  of  commiflioners  for  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  India  to  perfevere  in  with¬ 
holding  their  approbation  from  the 
paragraphs  refpefting  private  trade, 
contained  in  the  draft,  No.  159  S 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  letter  be 
referred  to  the  confideration  of  the 
fpecial  committee  appointed  to  con- 


f  der  feveral  letters  from  the  right 
hon.  Henry  Dundas. 

The  chairman  from  the  fpecial 
committee  appointed  to  take  into 
confideration  feveral  letters  from  the 
right  hon.  Henry  Dundas,  laying 
before  the  court  draft  of  a  letter 
to  the  hon.  William  Brodrick, 
(Vide  Appendix ,  No.  XL)  in  re¬ 
ply  to  his  letter  of  the  14th  inftant  ; 
alfo. 

Circular  claufes  in  the  commer¬ 
cial  department  ( Vide  Appendixy 
No.  XII.)  referred  to  therein  ; 

The  fame  were  read  and  ap- 


At  a  court  of  directors,  held  on 
Wednefday,  22d  July  1801  : 

A  letter  from  the  hon.  William 
Brodrick,  ( Vide  Appendix ,  No. 
XIII.)  dated  the  2lft  inftant,  re¬ 
turning  the  draft  No.  159,  (Vide 
Appendix ,  No.  XIV.)  approved 
by  order  of  the  board  of  commiflioners 
for  the  affairs  of  India,  with  the 
exception  of  the  fecond  and  fourth 
paragraphs,  and  ftating  the  grounds 
upon  which  the  board  difapproved 
thofe  paragraphs,  was  alfo  read  ; 

And  draft  of  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Brodrick,  (Vide  Appendix ,  No. 
XV.)  in  reply,  tranfmitting  amend¬ 
ed  paragraphs,  was  read  and  ap¬ 
proved. 

At  a  court  of  direftors,  held  on 
Wednefday,  5th  Auguft  1801  : 

A  letter  from  the  right  hon. 
Henry  Addington,  ( Vide  Appendix , 
No.  XVI.)  dated  the  Sift  ultimo, 
was  read,  ftating,  having  learnt, 
from  a  printed  advertifement,  that 
the  court  propofe  to  con  t  raft  for  the 
building  of  fhips  in  this  country, 
for  the  fervice  of  the  Company,  to 
an  extent  far  beyond  what,  can  be 
deemed  neceflary  for  the  purpofes  of 
their  regular  trade,  he  .  is  induced, 
by  a  ftrong  fenfe  of  public  duty,  to 
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reprefent  to  the  court  the  inexpedi¬ 
ency  of  entering  into  filch  contrads, 
until  the  very  important  fubjed, 
which  has  recently  occafioned  a 
correfpondence  between  the  com- 
miftioners  for  the  affairs  of  India  and 
the  court  of  directors,  has  under¬ 
gone  the  inveftigation  and  difcuffion 
which  it  may  be  prefumed  will  take 
place  in  the  enfuing  felfion  of  parlia¬ 
ment. 

A  letter  from  the  hon,  William 
Brodrick,  ( Vide  Appendix ,  No. 
XVII.)  dated  the  4th  inftant,  was 
alfb  read,  Hating,  that  the  board  of 
commiffioners  for  the  affairs  of  India 
think  it  neceflary  that  the  court  of 
directors  fhould  explicitly  under- 
ftand,  that,  however  much  it  may 
be  their  wifh  that  their  ideas  of  the 
interefts  of  the  Eaff-India  Company 
and  of  the  public  (interefts,  in  their 
opinion,  infeparable)  ihould  coin¬ 
cide  with  thofe  of  the  court,  they 
are  by  no  means  difpofed,  for  the 
fake  of  fecuring  that  coincidence,  to 
relinquifh  any  points  by  which  they 
think  thofe  interefts  may  be  mate¬ 
rially  promoted  :  that  they  dare  not 
fnew  a  marked  contempt  for  what 
may  be  the  opinion  of  the  legifta- 
ture  :  that  they  dare  not  rilk  the 
adoption  of  meafures  which  may 
counteract  the  regulations  of  par¬ 
liament  in  a  matter  of  great  public 
importance,  where  they  have  the 
power  of  refilling  them  :  that  they 
have  too  much  regard  for  what  they 
conceive  to  be  the  real  interefts  of 
the  Eaft-India  Company,  to  give 
their  approbation  to  any  meafures 
which  may  expofe  the  Company  to 
public  obloquy,  and  awaken  preju¬ 
dices,  now  perhaps  dormant  in  the 
breafts  of  a  few  individuals,  but 
which  may  eventually,  if  revived, 
extend  themfelves  even  within  the 
walls  of  parliament  :  that  they  are 
aware  that  paragraphs  may  be 
worded  in  fuch  a  manner,  as,  bv 
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bringing  them  within  the  letter  of 
the  ad  of  1793,  may  prevent,  their 
giving  them  a  decided  rejection, 
even  where  they  cannot  approve  ; 
and  that  they  are  ready  to  con¬ 
cur  where  the  law  points  out  to 
them  the  path  of  their  duty,  but 
that  no  law  can  oblige  them  to  ap¬ 
prove  ;  and  that  they  do  not  heli. 
tate  to  declare,  that  it  is  their 
opinion  that,  in  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  it  is  not  expedient  that  any 
paragraphs  whatever,  refpeding  the 
private  trade,  fhould  be  fent  out  to 
India :  that  as,  however,  it  is  pof- 
ffble  that,  in  this  refped,  they  may 
not  obtain  the  concurrence  of  the 
court  of  diredors,  they  return  them 
the  paragraphs  fo  correded  as  to 
leave  the  queftion  entirely  open  for 
future  arrangement  and  difcuffion  ; 
and  that  they  are  determined  that  no 
powers  which  the  legiflature  has 
veiled  in  them  fhail  remain  unex¬ 
erted,  to  prevent  any  attempts  to 
fetter  fuch  future  difcuffion. 

The  paragraphs  amended  by  the 
board  of  commiffioners,  ( Vide  Ap¬ 
pendix,  No.  XVIII.)  and  inclofed 
in  Mr.  Brodrick’s  letter,  were  alfo 
read. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  letters 
and  paragraphs  be  taken  into  con- 
fideration  on  Friday  the  14th  inff. 

At  a  court  of  diredors,  held  on 
Friday,  14th  Auguft  1801  : 

The  court,  purfuant  to  order  of 
the  5  th  inftant,  proceeding  to  take 
into  conlideration  the  letter  from 
the  right  hon.  Henry  Addington, 

( Vide  Appendix,  No.  XVI.)  dated 
the  3  ill  ultimo,  and  the  letter  from 
the  hon.  William  Brodrick,  ( Vide 
Appendix,  No.  XVII.)  dated  the 
4th  inftant  ; 

The  chairman  laid  before  the 
court  the  under-mentioned  cor- 
refpcwidence  upon  thefubjeds,  ftated 
in  the  faid  letters,  *viz, 
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Letter  from  Lord  Lewifham, 
(now  Earl  of  Dartmouth),  (Vide 
Appendix ,  No.  XIX.)  to  the  chair¬ 
man,  dated  the  2  ift  July  Lift. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  chair¬ 
man  (Vide  Appendix ,  No.  XX.)  to 
the  right  hon.  Henry  Addington, 
dated  the  1  lth  inftant. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  chair¬ 
man  ( Vide  Appendix,  No.  XXI.) 
to  Lord  Dartmouth,  dated  the  12th 
inftant. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Addington 
(Vide  Appendix ,  No.  XXII.)  to 
the  chairman,  dated  the  13  th  in¬ 
ftant  ;  and 

A  letter  from  Lord  Dartmouth 
( Vide  Appendix ,  No.  XXIII.)  to 
the  chairman,  dated  this  day. 

On  a  motion,  Ordered That  the 
letters  from  the  right  hon.  Henry 
Addington  and  the  Hon.  William 
Brodrick,  read  in  court  on  the  5th 
inftant,  be  referred  to  the  fpecial 
committee  appointed  to  conftder  fe¬ 
deral  letters  from  Mr.  Dundas. 


At  a  court  of  directors,  held  on 
Thurfday,  24th  Septemper  1801  : 

The  court,  proceeding  to  take 
into  confi deration  the  report  from 
the  committee  of  {hipping  which 
was  read  the  1 6th  inftant,  recom¬ 
mending  that  the  (hips  therein  men¬ 
tioned  Joe  taken  up  for  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  fervice. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Meheux,  (Vide 
Appendix ,  No.  XXfV.)  dated  the 
1 8th  inftant,  requefting,  by  order 
of  the  board  of  commifiioners  for  the 
affairs  of  India,  tobefurnifhed  with 
a  copy  of  the  above  report,  and  all 
papers  immediately  codheCted  with 
the  fubjeCl,  was  read ;  alfo,  draft 
of  the  fecretary’s  reply  thereto, 
(Vide  Appendix ,  No.  XXV.)  and 
the  court’s  advertifement  for  en- 
gaging  fiiips  for  the  Company’s 
fervice,  dated  the  2 2d  of  July  lall. 

It  was  moved,  and,  on  the  quef- 


tion,  Refolded,  That  the  above, 
mentioned  report  of  the  committee 
of  {hipping  be  recommitted,  and 
that  the  further  number  of  {hips  to 
be  taken  up  for  five  or  fix  voyages 
do  not  exceed  fix. 


At  a  court  of  directors,  held  on 
Wednefday,  30th  Sept.  1801  : 

On  reading  a  letter  from  the 
Earl  of  Dartmouth,  dated  the  29th 
inftant,  referring  to  the  court’s 
confideration,  previoufly  to  their 
coming  to  a  decifion  upon  the  fub- 
jeCt  of  the  {hipping  which  it  is  now 
in  their  contemplation  to  engage, 
two  papers  contained  in  his  lord- 
fhip’s  letter,  viz. 

Copy  of  a  memorial  prefented  to 
the  prefident  and  commifiioners  for 
the  affairs  of  India,  on  the  part  of 
the  merchants  whofe  names  are 
thereunto  annexed,  .  being  agents 
for  perfons  refiding  in  the  Eaft-In- 
dies,  dated  the  25th  inftant,  ftating 
their  apprehenfions,  that  the  Ihips 
of  an  inferior  clafs,  tendered  in 
confequence  of  the  court’s  adver¬ 
tifement  of  the  2 2d  of  July  laft,  are 
intended  to  be  appropriated  ulti¬ 
mately  to  the  conveyance  of  the 
goods  cf  individuals,  and  ftating 
live  grounds  upon  which  they  pray 
the  board’s  interference  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  adoption  of  that  fyftem  1 
alfo. 

Copy  of  a  letter  to  Lord  Dart¬ 
mouth  from  the  managing  owrieri 
of  feveral  ihips  of  800  tons  and  un¬ 
der,  in  the  regular  fervice  of  the 
Eaft- India  Company,  dated  the  25  th 
inftant,  contending  that  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  a  new  clafs  of  fhips  for 
the  Company’s  conftant  fervice, 
under  the  head  of  extra  fhips,  is  in 
exprefs  contradiction  to  the  provL 
fions  of  the  act  of  the  3Qth  of  his 
Majelty’s  reign  ;  and  that  the  late 
contracts  of  the  court  of  directors 
for  five  fiiips  fo.r  eight  voyages  are 
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illegal,  of  courfe  void,  and  that 
they  ought  to  be  annulled. 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  letter 
from  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  and 
the  memorial  and  letter  enclofed 
therein,  be  referred  to  the  fpecial 
committee  appointed  to  confider  fe- 
veral  letters  from  the  right  hon. 
Henry  Dundas,  to  examine  and  re¬ 
port. 

At  a  court  of  dire&ors,  held  on 
Friday,  2d  Odober  1801  : 

The  chairman  from  the  commit¬ 
tee  of  fhipping  laid  before  the  court 
the  opinion  of  the  company’s  Hand¬ 
ing  counfel,  (Vide  Appendix,  No. 
XXVI.)  dated  this  day,  upon 
a  cafe  prepared  by  the  Company’s 
folieitor,  as  to  the  defer iption  of 
drips  upon  which  tonnage  is  to  be 
allotted  fcfr  the  private  trade  to  be 
carried  out  under  the  ad  of  the  S3d 
Geo.  III.  cap.  5  2,  and  as  to  the 
manner  regulated  by  the  ad  of  the 
39th  Geo.  III.  cap.  89,  for  hiring 
and  taking  up  fhips  for  the  Compa¬ 
ny’s  fervice,  and  the  fame  was  read. 

And  it  being  agreed  to  omit  the 
'Juliana  in  the  lilt  of  (hips  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  committee  of  drip¬ 
ping,  in  the  report  above-mentioned, 
to  be  taken  up  for  the  Company’s 
fervice ;  it  was,  on  the  queftion, 
Refolded  by  the  ballot  unanimoufy , 
That  the  under-mentioned  drips  be 
taken  up  for  the  Company’s  fervice, 
at  the  freights  under-mentioned, 
and  in  every  refped  agreeably  to 
the  terms  and  conditions  preferibed 
for  this  defeription  of  drips,  and 
dated  the  29th  of  July  lad,  <viz. 
New  flilp,  building  at  Ipfwich  by  Mr. 
Woolmore,  550  tons,  ill.  19 j.  per  ton 
for  fix  voyages, 

.  J  #  O 

New  fhip,  ditto  Liverpool,  by  Mr.  Clay, 
600  tons,  13/.  15s.  ditto. 

New  fhip  ‘Tottenham,  building  at  Stockton 
by  Mr.  Wi'gram,  520  tons,  14/.  ditto. 
Fame ,  52 O  tons,  14/.  ditto. 

New  Ibip,  building  by  Mr.  Temple,  560 
•  tons,  14/.  ditto. 


i  15- 

Ordered,  That  the  cafe,  with 
the  above-mentioned  opinion  of  the 
Company’s  Handing  counfel,  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  confideratlon  of  the 
fpecial  committee  appointed  to  con¬ 
fider  feveral  letters  from  the  right 
hon.  Henry  Dundas. 

At  a  coilrt  of  directors,  held  on 
Wednefday,  7th  Odober  1801  : 

The  chairman  from  the  fpecial 
committee  laying  before  the  court 
draft  of  a  letter  to  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth,  ( Vide  Appendix,  No. 
XXVII.)  in  reply  to  his  Lord- 
drip’s  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  the 
fame  was  read  and  approved. 

At  a  fecret  court  of  diredors, 
held  on  Monday,  9th  November 
1801  : 

The  chairman  acquainted  the 
court,  that  himfelf  and  the  deputy- 
had  waited  upon  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  on  Friday  laH  the  6th 
inHant,  under  the  idea  of  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Pulteney’s  immediately  intro¬ 
ducing  the  fubjed  of  the  private 
trade  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

The  chairman,  after  relating  the 
fubHance  ol  what  palfed  on  the  oc- 
cafion,  acquainted  the  court,  that 
after  the  above  conference  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  letter  from  Sir  William 
Fulteney,  (Vide  Appendix,  No. 
XXVIII.)  fignifying  his  intention 
of  giving  notice  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  this  day,  of  a  motion  he 
diould  make  on  Wednefday,  con¬ 
cerning  the  EaH- India  Company, 
the  faid  letter  was  read  ;  likewife, 
a  letter  from  the  chairmain  (  Vide 
Appendix,  No.  XXIX.)  to  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  dated 
the  7tb  inHant,  in  confeauence  of 
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the  above  letter  from  Sir  William 
Fulteney. 

The  chairman  then  acquainted  the 
court,  that  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  Nicholas  Vanfittart,  Efq. 
t  H  2  (Vide 
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(Vide  Appendix ,  No.  XXX.)  dated 
at  the  Treafury,  this  morning,  in¬ 
forming  him  that  Mr.  Addington 
had  prevailed  on  Sir  William  Pulte- 
ney  to  defer  his  notice  of  a  motion 
relative  to  Indian  affairs. 

Draft  of  a  letter  from  the  chair¬ 
man,  (Vide  Appendix,  No.  XXXI.) 
in  reply,  was  read,  and  unanimoufly 
approved. 

At  a  fecret  court  of  directors, 
held  on  Tuefday,  17  th  November 
1801  : 

The  chairman  acquainted  the 
court,  that  the  committee  had  pre¬ 
pared  certain  propofitions  to  ferve 
as  the  balls  of  an  arrangement  re- 
fpefting  the  trade  of  individuals 
with  India,  which  were  now  fub- 
mitted  to  the  court. 

The  faid  propofitions  were  then 
read  and  unanimoufly  approved. 

And  the  chairman  was  requeued 
to  tranfmit  copies  of  the  fame  to 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  and 
to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  the  faid 
propofitions  being  as  follows,  <viz, 

1.  That  in  addition  to  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  3000  tons  of  (hipping,  now 
annually  allotted  to  the  exports  of 
individuals  from  India,  three,  four, 
or  five  thoufand  tons  more,  or  as 
much  as  may  be  wanted,  fhall  be 
affigned. 

2.  That  the  fhipping  to  be  thus 
annually  employed  (hall  be  wholly 
applied  to  the  ufe  of  private  traders, 
and  fhall  neither  be  deftined  nor 
detained  for  political  or  warlike 
fervices  in  India,  but  fail  from 
thence  direftly  for  the  port  of  Lon¬ 
don,  at  fixed  periods  within  the 
fair  weather  feafon. 

3.  That  all  commodities  of  the 
produce  of  the  continent  or  of  thfe 
Britifh  territories  in  India,  (hall  be 
permitted  to  be  laden  on  thofe  (hips ; 
excepting  only  piece  goods,  which 
fhall  not  be  laden,  unlefs  by  fpecial 


licenfe  from  the  Company  or  their 
governments  abroad,  and  faltpetre, 
which  any  of  the  governments  in 
India  fhall  have  the  power  to  pro¬ 
hibit  or  reftrain. 

4.  That  the  goods  to  be  exported 
on  private  account  be,  as  now,  re¬ 
ceived  into  the  Company’s  ware- 
houfes  in  India  ;  and  that  the  fame 
care  be  taken  in  afforting  them  into 
cargoes,  in  due  proportions  of  light 
and  heavy  goods,  according  to  the 
deliveries  into  the  warehoufes,  as  is 
obferved  in  forming  the  Company'* 
own  cargoes. 

5.  That  thefe  goods  (hall  be 
brought  to  the  Company’s  ware¬ 
houfes  in  London,  and  thence  to 
their  fales,  in  the  regular  order, 
fubjeft  to  the  charge  of  three  per 
cent,  now  allowed  to  the  Company, 
for  landing,  warehoufing,  and  felling 
private  goods. 

6.  That  when  the  private  goods 
provided  for  exportation  from  India 
(hall  not  ferve  to  fill  all  the  (hips 
fent  out  for  them,  the  Company 
fhall  put  gruff  goods  into  thofe  (hips 
on  their  own  account. 

7.  That  no  perfon  fhall  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  embark  in  this  trade,  as 
principal  or  agent,  except  fuch  as 
may  lawfully  engage  therein,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  provifions  of  the  aft 
of  the  33d  Geo.  III.  chap.  52. 

8.  That  the  (hips  to  be  employed 
in  this  fervice  fhall  be  built  for  the 
purpofe,  either  in  Great-Britain  or 
India,  the  Company  contrafting 
with  thofe  who  may  undertake  to 
build  or  be  the  owners  of  them  for 
their  fervice  eight  voyages  ;  and 
that  the  conftruftion  of  them  fhall 
be  agreeable  to  a  plan  alretldy 
adopted  by  the  Company  in  Eng¬ 
land  for  (hips  intended  to  carry 
their  own  gruff  goods. 

9.  That  in  order  to  afcertain  the 
rates  at  which  (hips  of  this  con¬ 
ftruftion,  built  of  teak,  can  be  ob¬ 
tained 
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tained  for  eight  voyages  certain  in 
India,  the  court  will  authorize  their 
governments  there  immediately  to 
advertife  for  fuch  a  number  of  fhips 
of  the  above  defcription  as  are  likely 
to  be  required,  and  to  engage  them 
for  the  Company,  provided  the 
freight  demanded  fhall  not  exceed 
the  rate  of  thofe  lately  contra&ed 
for  in  England. 

10.  Or  fhips  already  built  in 
India  may  be  tendered  to  the  go. 
vernments  in  India  for  two  or  more 
voyages,  for  the  purpofe  of  carry¬ 
ing  the  private  trade,  if  they  fhall 
not  exceed  the  rate  of  peace  freight 
a&ually  paid  by  the  Company  for 
fhips  of  the  like  defcription  this 
feafon,  and  provided  they  are  in  all 
refpecls  approved  by  their  mailer 
attendants,  or  other  proper  officers 
in  India  ;  provided  that  nothing 
herein  contained  fhall  be  conflrued 
to  make  void  any  contrail  or  agree¬ 
ment,  into  which  the  Company  may 
have  already  entered,  or  to  prevent 
the  Company  from  taking  up  here¬ 
after,  or  contracting  to  build  fhips 
in  Great-Britain,  on  equal  or  more 
advantageous  terms  than  thofe  of 
India, 

1 1 .  That  the  above  fhips  fhall 
be  relet  by  the  Company,  without 
profit,  to  fuch  merchants  as  may  be 
difpofed  to  export  goods  to  India, 
or  to  import  goods  from  India,  as 
above  deferibed,  charging  to  the 
exporter  and  importer,  refpeCtively, 
fuch  proportion  only  of  the  total 
freight  for  the  voyage  as  fhall  be 
due,  according  to  the  proportion 
eflablifhed  by  the  aCt  of  the  3Sd 
Geo.  III.  chap.  5  2. 

At  a  fecret  court  of  dire&ors, 
held  on  Tuefday,  24th  November 
1801  : 

The  chairman  acquainted  the 

i 

court,  that  a  further  communication 
had  taken  place  between  the  fpecial 
committee  and  Mr.  Vanfittart,  who 
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had  very  obligingly  attended  the 
committee  at  this  houfe,  upon  the 
fubjeCt  of  the  arrangemenr  to  be 
formed  refpeCting  the  trade  of  in¬ 
dividuals  with  India,  and  that,  in 
confequence  thereof,  the  chairman 
and  deputy  are  to  wait  upon  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  to¬ 
morrow. 

The  chairman  laid  before  the 
court  a  letter  from  lord  Dartmouth, 
(Vide  Appendix ,  No.  XXXII. ) 
dated  the  20th  inflant,  acknow¬ 
ledging  the  receipt  of  the  propofi- 
tions  agreed  to  by  the  court  on  the 
17  th  inflant,  and  expreffing  his  lord- 
fhip’s  earnefl  with,  that  they  may 
tend  to  fuch  an  accommodation  as 
fhall  be  to  the  mutual  advantage  of 
the  Eafl- India  Company  and  the 
Public. 


At  a  fecret  court  of  dire&ors, 
held  on  Wednefday,  25th  Novem¬ 
ber  1801  : 

The  chairman  acquainted  the 
court,  that  the  deputy  and  himfelf 
waited  on  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  this  morning,  and  that  at 
the  conference  fome  amendments 
were  propofed  to  be  made  to  a 
paper,  containing  the  fentiments  of 
the  fpecial  committee,  which  the 
Chairs  were  yeflerday  defired  to  flate 
to  Mr.  Addington. 

The  faid  paper,  as  amended,  was 
then  read  and  approved,  being  as 
follows,  ‘viz. 

“  The  committee  conceive,  that 
the  propofitions  herewith  enclofed, 
are  calculated  to  meet  the  wifhes  of 
his  majefly’s  miniflers,  and  to  form 
the  balls  of  a  final  and  fatisfa&ory 
arrangement.  But  as  much  depends 
on  the  manner  in  which  this  ar¬ 
rangement  fhall  be  made  known  in 
India,  the  committee  prefume  that 
the  befl  mode  in  which  it  can  be 
done  will  be  by  paragraphs  to  India, 
to  be  approved  by  the  board  of 
commiffionen.  In.  thefe  the  court 
i  H  3  will 
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will  acquaint  marquis  Welle  (ley, 
that  they  confirm  the  agreement 
which  he  has  made  with  the  owners 
pf  Indian  fhips  taken  up  for  the  Red 
!Sea,  for  one  voyage  to  Europe, 
and  that  the  fajme,  at  the  diferetion 
of  marquis  Welleflev,  be  extended 
to  all  the  thips  engaged  in  that  fer- 
vice,  provided  they,  or  the  drips 
built  to  replace  fuch  as  may  have 
been  loft  or  difabled,  leave  India 
before  the  lfl  April  1803.  But 
as  his  lordfhip  cannot  have  received 
in  India  the  whole  of  the  informa¬ 
tion  neceiTary  to  enable  him  to  form 
a  correT  judgment  on  the  fubjedt, 
which  is  of  a  mod  extend  ve  nature, 
the  committee,  in  confenting  to  con- 
firm  the  contracts  entered  into,  can- 
not  agree  to  extend  the  principle 
in  the  manner  before  propofed  by 
his  lorddiiD ;  and  the  court  will 
therefore  direct,  that  no  "other  teak 
or  Indian-built  drips  drail  be  em¬ 
ployed  on  a  voyage  for  Europe, 
except  under  and  in  conformity 
with  the  eleven  refolutioris,  fanc- 
tioned  by  the  court  of  directors  on 
the  1 7th  inftant.5' 

And  the  chairman  and  deputy 
were  requeued  to  t .ran limit  a  copy 
of  the  above  paper  to  the  right  Iron, 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 

At  a  court  of  directors,  held  on 
Thurfday,  20th  November  1801  : 

The  chairman  acquainted  the 
court,  that  fir  William  Pulteney 
having  yederday  made  a  motion  in 
the  houfe  of  commons,  for  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  committee  to  take 
into  consideration  the  papers  laid 
before  parliament,  refpedting  the 
trade  between  Great- Britain  and 
the  Eaft-Indies,  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  had  moved  the  pre¬ 
vious  queidon  thereon,  and  that 
the  previous  queilion  was  carried 
in  the  negative  without  a  divi- 
fion. 


At  a  court  of  directors,  held  on 
WTednefday,  2d  December  1801  : 

The  chairman  laid  before  the 
court  the  proceedings  of  the  fecret 
courts  of  directors  of  the  under¬ 
mentioned  dates,  and  the  fame  were 
approved,  viz.  the  qth,  17th,  24th, 
and  25  th  November,  already  en¬ 
tered  from  page  25  to  28. 

At  a  court  of  directors,  held  on 
Tuefday,  22d  December  1801  : 

The  court  referring  to  their  pro¬ 
ceedings  refpeTing  the  propofed 
arrangement  for  the  privilege  trade 
with  India,  as  ftatedon  the  minutes 
of  court  of  the  2d  inftant, 

Refolvedj  That  the  laid  minutes, 
together  with  the  feveral  papers 
therein  referred  to,  lie  for  the  in- 
fpeTion  of  the  proprietors  of  EafL 
India  dock,  and  alfo  luch  papers  as 
were  laid  before  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  under  their  order  qi  the  12tk 
June  laft. 

APPENDIX. 

No.  I -Letter  from  the  Board  oj f 
C  &m  rn  iff  one  rs . 

Whitehall,  2d  June  i8ci. 

GENTLEMEN, 

We  have  read  with  attention  the 
accompanying  paragraphs  relative 
to  the  private  trade,  propofed  by 
the  court  of  directors  to  be  fent  to 
their  prefidency  at  Fort  William. 

Though  the  paragraphs  are  deno¬ 
minated  commercial,  and  may  be 
therefore  fuppofed  not  to  be  within 
the  exercife  of  the  powers  of  the 
commiilioners  for  the  affairs  of  In¬ 
dia,  yet  the  proportion,  extended 
as  it  is,  fixing  permanently  and 
finally  the  condition  of  the  private 
trade,  and  confining  it  folely  to 
Britilh  fhips,  appears  to  us  to  in¬ 
volve  in  it  much  more  than  merely 
commercial  confiderations,  and  to 
embrace  points  of  great  political 

import- 
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importance,  which  may,  in  their 
confequences,  deeply  affeCt  the  in- 
tereds  of  the  date. 

Upon  the  general  quedion  great 
difference  of  opinion  has  exifted 
among  thofe  who  cannot  be  re¬ 
garded  but  as  of  the  mod  unques¬ 
tionable  authority,  and  whofe  minds 
had  been  long  turned  to  confider 
the  fubjeCt  with  the  attention  it 
deferved.  The  prefen t  governor- 
general,  as  well  as  the  late  pre- 
iident  of  the  board  of  control,  to 
whofe  ability  and  experience  the 
greated  deference  is  due,  have  im- 
preded  a  conviction  entirely  adverfe 
to  that  of  the  court. 

Under  thefe  circumdances,  and 
the  obvious  necefiitv  of  confultine 

■  "  O 

the  fentiments  of  other  departments 
of  his  majedy's  government,  we 
mud  decline  giving,  on  the  indent, 
any  definitive  judgment  on  a  quef¬ 
tion  of  fuch  magnitude  ;  and  we 
are  of  opinion,  that  thefe  para¬ 
graphs  fhould  not  make  a  part  of 
the  difpatches  now  about  to  be 
tranfmitted  to  India,  that  we  may 
be  enabled  to  confider  the  fubjeCl 
more  maturely,  and  to  apply  to  it 
that  degree  of  invedigation  which 
its  importance  evidently  demands. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Gentlemen, 

Your  mod  obedient, 
humble  fervants, 

( Signed ,  by  order  of  the  board  of  com  miff oners 
for  the  affairs  of  India J 

W.  Brodrick. 

The  Hon.  Court  of  Directors  of 
the  Eaf- India  Company. 

No.  II. — Letter  from  the  Chairman 
to  Lord  Lewisham. 

Eaft-India  Houfc,  3d  June  r8oi, 
MY  LORD, 

In  confequence  of  a  letter  which 
the  court  of  directors  have  received 
of  yederday’s  date,  refpeCting  the 
private  trade  between  Great-  Britain 
9J)d  India,  they  have  deputed  the 
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following  gentlemen  to  wait  upon 
your  lordfhip :  Mr.  Mills  the  de¬ 
puty  chairman,  fir  Francis  Baring, 
Mr.  Bofanquet,  Mr.  Inglis,  and 
mvfelf.  If  Friday,  at  any  hour 
after  twelve,  would  fuit  your  lord¬ 
fhip,  it  would  be  particularly  con¬ 
venient  to  us.  Your  lordfhip  will 
be  kind  enough  to  favour  us  with 
an  interview  as  foon  as  agreeable 
to  you. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c: 

D. Scott. 

The  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Vfc.  L:rzvifjami  life. 

No.  III. — Note  from  Mr.  Brod- 
RICK  to  the  Secretary , 

Mr.  Brodrick  prefents  his  com¬ 
pliments  to  Mr.  Ramfay,  and  re¬ 
minds  him  of  the  fcveral  accounts 
and  edimates  applied  for  on  the 
2d  indant,  and  requeds  that  he 
will,  if  poflible,  caufe  them  to  be 
fent  to  the  board  by  one  o’clock 
to-morrow,  as  fome  of  the  com- 
mifiioners,  who  have  expreded  a 
with  to  fee  them,  will  be  at  the 
office  for  that  purpofe. 

Whitehall,  10th  June  1801. 

No.  IV. — Note  from  the  Secretary 
to  Mr .  Brodrick. 

Mr.  Ramfay  prefents  his  com¬ 
pliments  to  Mr.  Brodrick,  and  begs 
to  acquaint  him,  that  his  letter,, 
applying  for  feveral  accounts  and 
edimates,  is  referred  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  accounts,  who  have  not 
yet  reported  on  it  ;  Mr.  Brodrick 
will  therefore  perceive,  that  it  is 
not  in  Mr.  Ramfay’s  power  to  fur- 
nifh  him  with  the  papers  as  defired. 

Ead-India  Houfe,  10th  June  1801. 

No,  V .—Letter  from  the  Secretary 
to  Mr.  Brodrick. 

Ead-India  Houfe,  10th  June  l8or, 

SIR, 

I  am  ordered  by  the  court  of  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  Ead-India  Company 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 

;  a  4  note 
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note  of  the  5th  inftant,  and  to  in¬ 
form  you,  in  anfwer  thereto,  that 
the  papers  therein  mentioned  had 
only  for  their  objedl  a  free  and  full 
interchange  of  Tentiments  amongft 
the  members*  of  the  fpecial  com¬ 
mittee,  preparatory  to  their  lay¬ 
ing  their  opinions  upon  the  im¬ 
portant  matters  referred  to  them 
before  the  court  at  large ;  that 
they  made  no  part  of  their  re¬ 
port  to  the  court  of  the  27th  Janu¬ 
ary  laft,  and  have~never  been  made 
life  of  to  influence  the  deciflon  of 
the  court  upon  that  fubjeft.  The 
papers,  therefore,  are  confldered  by 
the  members,  whofe  flgnatures  they 
bear,  as  well  as  by  the  court  at 
large,  as  private  papers, 

I  have  the  honour  to.be,  &c. 

Wm.  Ramsay,  Sec. 

Hon.  William  Brodrick. 

No.  VI.—  Letter  from  the  Secretary 
to  Mr.  Brodrick. 

Eaft-India  Houfe,  12th  June  1801. 

SIR, 

In  confequence  of  your  note  to 
me  of  the  2d  inftant,  requefting  to 
be  furnifhed  with  feveral  accounts 
for  the  information  of  the  right 
hon.  the  commiflioners  for  the  affairs 
of  India,  I  am  ordered  to  tranfmit 
to  you, 

.An  account  of  the  amount  of  bills  drawn 
from  India  and  China,  from  the  30th 
April  1795  to  the  30th  April  1800 ; 

An  account  of  the  fale  amount  of  goods 
from  India,  fold  on  the  company’s  ac¬ 
count  and  on  private  account,  in  the 
fales  of  March  and  September  1793  to 
March  and  September  1800,  difliu- 
guifhing  each  year  ;  and 
An  account  of  the  prime-coft,  fale  amount, 
and  profit  per  cent,  on  the  company’s 
goods  from  India,  fold  in  the  March 
and  September  fales  1787,  and  March 
and  September  fales  1800,  diftinguifh- 
ing  each  year. 

I  am  further  ordered  to  acquaint 
you,  that  there  are  no  documents  in 
this  houfe,  trom  which  the  coft  of 


private  imports  or  exports  can  be  af- 
certained. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  See . 

Wm.  Ramsay,  Sec . 

‘The  Hon.  William  Brodrick. 

No.  VII. — Letter  fromMr .  Brod¬ 
rick. 

Whitehall,  20th  June  i8ot. 

GENTLEMEN", 

The  board  of  commiflioners  for 
the  affairs  of  India,  fince  their  let¬ 
ter  to  you  of  the  2d  of  June,  have 
had  your  draft.  No.  139,  under 
their  conflderation  ;  but  as  various 
papers  refpedling  the  private  trade 
with  India  have  been  laid  before 
the  houfe  of  commons,  preparatory 
to  an  inveftigation  of  the  fubjedf, 
which  it  is  the  obvious  intention  of 
parliament  to  enter  upon  early  in 
the  enfuing  feffion,  they  feel  it  in- 
conftftent  with  their  fenfe  of  public 
duty,  by  any  intermediate  ftep,  to 
anticipate  the  deciflon  of  the  legifla- 
ture,  on  a  queftion  of  fuch  magni¬ 
tude,  and  fo  clofely  connected  with 
the  maritime  ftrength  of  the  coun¬ 
try  ;  and  they  therefore  have  di¬ 
rected  ine  to  fignify  to  you,  that 
they  withhold  their  approbation 
from  the  draft  propofed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Wm.  Brodrick. 

The  Hon.  Court  of  Directors  of 
the  Raf -India  Company. 

No.  VIII. — Letter  from  the  late 
Deputy  Chairman  (D.  Scott, 
Lfp)  addrejfed  to  the  Special 
Committee 

Eaft-India  Houfe,  Jan.  27, 1801. 

GENTLEMEN, 

As  the  report  and  refolutions  on 
the  fubjedl  of  private  trade,  which 
are  now  before  the  committee,  dif¬ 
fer  materially,  in  forne  points,  from 
opinions  which  I  have  more  than 
once  given  in  writing,  I  hope,  for 
the  purpofe  of  preventing  my  being 

hereafter 
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hereafter  accufcd  of  inconfiftency, 
owing  to  mifapprehenfion,  I  (hall 
be  forgiven  if  I  ftate  the  reafon  for 
my  putting  my  name  to  them  this 

day. 

Independent  of  my  opinions 
having  ever  coincided  with  the  great 
outlines  of  thofe  very  able  papers, 
as  touching  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  I  have 
figned  them,  not  only  from  con¬ 
ceiving  it  my  duty  as  deputy  chair¬ 
man,  but  alio  from  that  deference 
to  the  better  judgment  of  this  com¬ 
mittee,  which  I  trull  I  (hall  always 
obferve. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

D. Scott. 

No.  IX. — Letter  from  the  Secretary 
to  Mr.  Brodrick. 

Eaft-India  Houfe,  ad  July  1801. 

SIR, 

The  court  of  directors  have  re¬ 
ceived  your  letter  of  the  20th  of 
June,  by  which  they  obferve  that 
the  board  of  commiftioners  for  the 
affairs  of  India  are  pleafed  to  with¬ 
hold  their  approbation  of  the  para¬ 
graphs  refpefting  the  private  trade 
of  individuals. 

If  by  thefe  terms  the  board  mean 
to  prohibit  the  tranfmiffion  of  the 
paragraphs  to  India,  the  court  take 
the  liberty  of  reprefenting,  that 
fuch  prohibition  appears  to  them 
not  to  be  within  the  legal  exercife 
of  the  powers  delegated  to  the  board 
by  the  aft  of  1  793,  and  the  acqui- 
cfcence  of  the  court  would,  in  its 
confequences,  fweep  away  all  the 
exclusive  privileges  of  the  Eafi- In¬ 
dia  Company.  It  was  for  the  foie 
purpofe  of  protefting  thofe  privi- 
leg  es  that  the  authority  of  the  board 
of  commiffioners  was  limited  to  the 
control  over  the  civil  and  military 
government  of  India,  and  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  its  revenues. 

The  aft  of  1793,  which  paffed 
*fter  the  fuilelt  and  mod  deliberate 
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difculfion,  has  defined,  with  great 
accuracy,  the  rights  which  were  re- 
ferved  to  private  traders.  Subjeft 
to  fuch  exprefs  refervations,  the  ex- 
clufive  right  of  trading  to  and  from 
India  is  granted  for  a  limited  time 
to  the  Company,  and  to  fuch  per- 
fons  as  {hall  be  licenfed  by  them. 
It  is  impolfible,  therefore,  that  the 
legislature  could  mean  to  veil  in  the 
board  of  commifiioners  a  power, 
which,  by  prohibiting  the  orders 
neceffary  to  vindicate  the  rights  of 
the  Company  on  fubjefts  purely 
commercial,  may  at  pleafure  anni¬ 
hilate  the  exclufive  commerce  fo 
granted.  The  paragraphs  in  ques¬ 
tion  are  not  only,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  court  of  directors,  purely  com¬ 
mercial,  and  do  not  relate  to  the 
civil  and  military  government  or 
revenues  of  India,  but  they  are 
moreover  wholly  confined  to  a  vo¬ 
luntary,  temporary,  and  conditional 
dereliftion  of  the  legal  commercial 
rights  of  the  Company  in  favour  of 
private  traders,  which  rights  fecured 
by  law,  and  by  the  plighted  faith 
of  parliament,  cannot  be  exercifed 
by  individuals,  except  under  the 
exprefs  voluntary  licenje  of  the 
Company. 

The  court  mull  therefore  infill 
mod  ftrenuoufly,  in  behalf  of  their 
conftituents,  on  the  right  of  fending 
thefe  paragraphs  to  India.  At  the 
fame  time  they  would  feel  great 
concern  to  trefpafs,  even  inadver¬ 
tently,  on  the  juft  authority  veiled 
in  the  board  of  commifiioners  ;  for 
which  reafon,  the  court  requeft 
that  the  board  will  be  pleafed  to 
point  out  what  parts  of  the  para¬ 
graphs  they  deem  not  commercial, 
and  which  may  therefore  be  con- 
fidered  as  falling  within  the  legal 
exercife  of  their  power,  in  order 
that  the  court  may  be  enabled  to  re¬ 
move  every  reafonable  objeftion,  for 
the  purpofe  of  tranfmitting  to  India, 

without 
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without  further  delay,  their  orders 
on  the  fubjeft  above-mentioned. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  See. 

W.  Ramsay,  Sec. 
The  Hon.  IVllllam  Brcdrich. 

No,  X. — Letter  from  Mr.  Brod¬ 
rick. 

Whitehall,  14th  July  1S01. 

GENTLEMEN, 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  board 
in  their  former  letters,  without  en¬ 
tering  into  the  queflion  of  right,  to 
exprefs  the  opinion  which  they  had 
entertained,  that,  in  the  prefent 
circumftances,  it  would  be  neither 
xieceffary  nor  expedient  to  adopt  the 
regulations  propofed  with  regard  to 
the  private  trade  of  individuals, 
and  they  cenfequently  thought 
themfelves  called  upon,  by  the  duty 
■they  owe  the  public,  to  withhold 
their  approbation  from  the  para¬ 
graphs  which  had,  for  their  objedl, 
finally  and  decifively  to  regulate  the 
manner  in  which  that  trade  fhould 
in  future  be  conduced.  The  board 
are  fully  convinced  of  the  neceffity 
of  maintaining  unimpaired  the  ex¬ 
clufive  commerce  of  India  in  the 
hands  of  the  Company.  They 
do  not  pretend  to,  nor  would  they 
accept  any  powers,  which  might 
enable  them  to  annihilate,  or  even 
infringe  the  exclufive  right  of  trad¬ 
ing  to  and  from  India,  which  the 
wifdom  of  the  legiilature  has  veiled 
in  the  India  Company.  The  board 
do  not  think  themfelves  called  upon 
to  enter  minutely  into  the  fubjecl 
of  the  different  paragraphs  of  the 
difpatch  propofed  to  be  fent  to  In¬ 
dia.  Confidering  the  weighty  opi¬ 
nions  which  have  been  Bated  upon 
this  fubjeft,  they  think  it  funicient 
to  exorefs  a  flronn  doubt  how  far 
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paragraphs  can  be  confidered  as 
limply  and  purely  commercial,  the 
immediate  effect  of  which  may  be  to 
prevent  the  public  enjoying  the  full 


advantages  of  the  immenfe  refource 
which  it  is  contended  the  forefts  of 
India  may  afford  to  the  maritime 
flrength  and  commerce  of  Great- 
Britain,  at  a  time  when  the  great 
and  increafin'g  fcarcity  and  dearnefs 
of  the  materials  for  fhip-building 
threaten  the  moft  ferious  detriment 
to  both.  As  it  is,  however,  the 
underflood  intention  of  parliament 
fully  to  inveftigate  the  fubjefl,  and 
certain  fteps  preparatory  thereto 
having  already  been  taken  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  the  board  are 
induced  to  perfevere  in  withholding 
their  approbation  from  paragraphs, 
by  which  the  manner  of  carrying  on 
the  private  trade  of  individuals  may 
be  affeffed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Wm.  Brodrick. 
The  Hon .  Court  of  Directors . 

No,  XI.  — Letter  from  the  Secretary 
to  Mr.  Brodrick. 

Eaft-India  Houfe,  16th  July  1801. 

SIR, 

The  court  of  diredors  obferve, 
with  great  regret, .rthat- the  board  of 
commiflioners  perfift  in  withholding 
their  approbation  from  the  para¬ 
graphs  which  relate  to  the  private 
trade,  and  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  court  of  directors,  are  purely 
commercial. 

As  much  time  has  elapfed,  and  as 
the  condudl  of  the  governor- general 
in  India  operates  in  a  manner  hoftile 
to  the  rights  of  the  Company,  in  re¬ 
gard  to  its  exclufive  trade,  the  court 
of  directors  think  it  abfolutely  ne¬ 
ceffary  that  feme  inflrudtions  fhould 
be  tranfmitted  to  India  forthwith, 
in  order  to  preferve  thofe  rights, 
which  cannot  be  impaired  without  a 
violation  of  the  exclufive  commerce 
of  India  in  the  hands  of  the  Com¬ 
pany,  which  the  board  of  c«mmif- 
fioners  difclaim  any  attempt  to  an¬ 
nihilate,  or  even  to  infringe. 

With 
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With  this  view  the  court  of  di¬ 
rectors  have  prepared  the  enclofed 
paragraphs,  which  they  conceive 
cannot  be  objected  to. 

The  court  think  it  will  be  clearly 
proved,  by  the  accounts  drawing 
out  for  the  infpeCtion  of  parliament, 
that  the  opinion  which  the  com- 
mifiioners  have  formed  upon  the 
fubjeCt  of  India  (hipping  is  totally 
unfounded  ;  but  they  beg  leave  to 
add,  that  if  government  (hall  not¬ 
withstanding  be  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  expedient  to  build  in  In¬ 
dia  for  the  public  fervice,  the  court 
of  directors  will  contribute  their 
beft  affiftance  thereto,  under  proper 
regulations,  which  may  be  fettled 
hereafter. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  See. 

W.  Ramsay,  Sec. 

1 Th t  Hon.  Will1  am  Brodrick. 

No.  XII. — Propofed  Paragraphs 
for  India ,  approved  in  Court , 

15  th  July  1801. 

No.  159. — Bengal. — Commercial.  ( Circu¬ 
lar .) 

1.  For  fome  time  pad  we  have 
had  under  our  ferious  confideration 
the  letter  from  our  governor-gene¬ 
ral,  dated  the  80th  September  1 800, 
as  well  as  the  fubjeCt  at  large  of  the 
private  trade  with  India.  1 

2.  It  was  our  intention  to  have 
conveyed  to  you  by  this  difpatch 
the  reafons,  very  amply  detailed, 
which  induce  us  to  difapprove  of 
the  plan  fuggefted  by  the  governor- 
general  for  the  future  conduCt  of 
this  trade ;  thofe  reafons,  together 
with  the  opinions  we  entertain  on 
the  fubjeCt,  have  been  fubmitted  to 
our  condiments,  and  received  their 
approbation  in  a  mod  decifive,  un¬ 
equivocal  manner. 

3.  In  confequence  of  a  motion  in 
parliament,  papers  have  been  de¬ 
livered  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
and  we  are  informed  that  it  is  in¬ 
tended  to  bring  the  fubjeCt  before 


the  Houfe  in  the  enfuing  feffion. 
We  (hall  therefore  forbear,  for  the 
prefent,  to  enter  into  the  conlidera- 
tion  of  the  quedion  in  the  manner 
we  had  propofed  ;  but  deeming  it 
effential,  under  fuch  circumdances, 
to  be  watchful  over  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  Company,  we  di¬ 
rect  our  different  preddencies  in  In¬ 
dia  not  to  fuffer  any  part  of  the  ex- 
cludve  trade,  to  which  the  Com¬ 
pany  are  entitled  by  the  aCt  of 
1793,  to  be  infringed;  and  we 
likewife  direCt,  that  until  they  re¬ 
ceive  further  inftruCtions  from  us, 
they  ffriCtly  confine  the  trade  and 
intercourfe  of  individuals  with  this 
country,  to  the  privileges  conceded 
to  them  by  thefaid  aCt  of  1703. 

4.  To  thefe  plain  and  ffmple  di¬ 
rections  we  require  and  expeCl  the 
mod  implicit  obedience  to  be  paid. 

No.  XIII. — Letter  from  Mr . 

Brodrick. 

Whitehall,  aid  July  1801. 

GENTLEMEN, 

It  is  certainly  very  far  from  the 
intention  of  the  board  to  arrogate  to 
themfelves  any  right  of  interference 
with  the  court  of  direClors,  in  mat¬ 
ters  that  are  purely  commercial ;  and 
it  is  their  decided  opinion,  that  the 
regulation  of  all  fuch  matters  cannot 
be  better  placed  than  in  the  hands  to 
which  it  has  been  committed  by  the 
wifdom  of  the  legiflature.  If  it  had 
been  clear  to  the  board  that  the  im¬ 
portant  bufinefs  in  agitation  between 
the  court  of  directors  and  the  board 
had  been  fimply  of  a  commercial 
nature,  no  difference  of  opinion 
could  poffibly  have  fubfifted  between 
them  on  this  point. 

The  board  think  it  neceffary  to 
obferve,  that  though  in  their  laft 
letter  they  exprefl'ed  a  ftrong  doubt, 
and  referred  to  weighty  opinions, 
they  have  never  given  a  decided 
opinion  of  their  own  upon  the  fub¬ 
jeCt  in  difcuffion. 

Under 
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Under  the  prefent  circumftances, 
they  conceive  that  it  would  be 
imneceffary  to  fend  out  any  para¬ 
graphs,  the  tendency  of  which 
might  be  to  occafion  uneafinefs  in 
the  mind  of  the  governor-general, 
who  has  no  doubt  adled,  upon 
this  occafion,  in  the  manner  which 
he  conceived  would  be  moll  to  the 
advantage  of  his  employers*  It  is 
on  this  account  that  they  o’bjedl  to 
the  fecond  and  fourth  of  the  pro- 
pofed  paragraphs.  With  regard  to 
the  others,  as  they  leave  the  private 
trade  of  individuals  to  and  from 
India  open  to  the  future  difculfion 
of  parliament,  and  have  limply  for 
their  object  to  direct  the  govern¬ 
ments  in  India  to  adhere  to  the  re¬ 
gulations  of  the  ait  of  1793,  the 
board  are  very  happy  not  to  find 
theralelves  reft  rained,  by  their  fenfe 
of  public  duty,  from  giving  their 
content  to  the  tranfmiftion  of  them. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

W.  Brodrick. 

*Xbe  Hon .  Court  of  Directors. 

No.  XIV,  —  Draft  Paragraphs 
proofed  by  the  Court  of  Direc¬ 
tors  to  be  fent  to  their  Presidencies 
of  Fort  William  in  Bengal,  Fort 
St.  George ,  and  Bombay . 

No.  ij-9.—  Commercial  Department. 

1.  For  fome  time  paft  we  have 
had  under  our  ferious  confidera- 
tion  the  letter  from  our  gover¬ 
nor-  general,  dated  the  8 0th  Sep¬ 
tember  1800,  as  well  as  the  fub- 
at  large  of  the  private  trade 
with  India. 

*?.  It  was  our  intention  to  have 
tonwyed  to  you,  by  this  dif patch, 
the  reef ons,  very  amply  detailed , 
which  induce  us  to  df approve  of 
the  plan  fuggejied  by  the  governor- 
general  for  the  future  conduct  of 
this  trade,  fhoje  redfons,  together 
with  the  opinions  we  entertain  on 
the  fubjeft,  have  been  fub fruited  to 
mr  cauf  it  units,  dud  received  their 


approbation  in  a  mofl  decifve ,  nn* 
equivocal  manner. 

3.  But  in  confequence  of  a  mo¬ 
tion  in  parliament,  gapers  have  been 
delivered  to  the  houfe  of  commons, 
and  we  are  informed  that  it  is  in¬ 
tended  to  bring  the  fubjeil  before 
the  houfe  in  the  enfuing  feffion  ; 
we  fhall  therefore  forbear,  for  the 
prefent,  to  enter  into  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  queftion  in  the  manner 
we  had  propofed  :  but  deeming  it 
elfential,  under  fuch  circumftances, 
to  be  watchful  over  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  Company,  we  di¬ 
rect  our  different  prefidencies  in 
India  not  to  fuifer  any  part  of  the 
exclufive  trade,  to  which  the  Com¬ 
pany  are  entitled  by  the  aft  of 
1793,  to  be  infringed;  and  we 
like  wife  direft,  that,  until  they  re¬ 
ceive  further  inftruciions  from  us, 
they  ftriftly  confine  the  trade  and 
intercourfe  of  individuals  with  this 
country,  to  the  privileges  conceded 
to  them  by  the  laid  aft  of  1793. 

4.  T 0  thefe  plain  and  Jhnple 
dnefiions  we  require  and  dt  reel 
the  mojl  implicit  obedience  to  be 
paid. 

W.  Ramsay,  Sec. 
Eaft-India  Houfe,  16th  July  1801. 

Whitehall,  21ft  July  1801. 

Approved  by  order  of  the  board 
of  commiiTioners  for  the  affairs  of 
India,  with  the  exception  of  the 
fecond  and  fourth  paragraphs. 

W.  B  ROD  RICK. 


No.  XV. — Letter  from  the  Secre¬ 
tary  to  Mr.  Brodrick. 

£  aft- Indfe  Houfe,  23d  July  1801. 

Si  R, 

The  court  of  directors,  whilft 
they  exprefs  their  great  concern  that 
any  circumftance  Ihould  arife  to  oc¬ 
cafion  a  difference  of  opinion  be¬ 
tween  the  right  honourable  the  board 
of  comrhiffioners  and  the  court,  re¬ 
ceive  with  much  fatisfaftion  the 

board’s 


STATE  PAPERS. 


125 


board’s  affurance,  that  they  do  not 
wifh  to  interfere  in  matters  that 
are  purely  commercial,  and  that  it 
is  their  decided  opinion,  that  the 
regulation  of  all  fuch  matters  can¬ 
not  be  better  placed  than  in  the 
hands  to  which  it  has  been  com¬ 
mitted  by  the  wifdom  of  the  legis¬ 
lature. 

On  this  ground,  it  was  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  court  of  directors  to 
convey  to  the  governor-general  their 
marked  difapprobation  of  his  con- 
dud:  as  a  fubjed  purely  commer¬ 
cial,  and  which  condud,  if  per¬ 
illed  in,  the  court  think  would 
operate  to  the  deftrudion  of  the 
Company’s  exclufive  trade.  They 
now  fend  an  amended  draft  of  pa¬ 
ragraphs  propofed  to  be  tranfmitted, 
and  which  the  court  hope  the  board 
of  commiftioners  will  not  hefitate 
to  approve  :  the  more  fo,  as  this 
part  of  the  queftion  is  perfonal, 
and  attaches  folely  to  the  commer¬ 
cial,  and  not  to  the  political  con¬ 
dud  of  marquis  Wellefiey. 

If,  however,  the  board  are  dill 
'defirous  that  the  paragraph  which 
relates  to  the  governor-general  fhall 
be  omitted,  the  court  of  dirdors  are 
ready  to  acquiefce,  under  a  referva- 
tion,  that  fuch  acquiefcence  (hall 
not  be  conftrued  to  impeach  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  Com¬ 
pany,  and  alfo  under  a  firm  per- 
fuafion  that  the  presidencies  in  In¬ 
dia  will  manifeft  a  flrid  obedience 
to  the  orders  intended  to  be  tranf¬ 
mitted,  not  to  fuffer  any  part  of 
the  exclufive  trade,  to  which  the 
Company  are  entitled  by  the  ad  of 
1793,  to  be  infringed,  and  ftridly 
to  confine  the  trade  and  intcrcourfe 
of  individuals  with  this  country  to 
the  privileges  extended  to  them  by 
the  faid  ad  of  1  793. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  See. 

Wm,  Ramsay,  Sec. 

Hon.  Wm.  Bredriok. 


Part  of  the  fecond paragraph  pro - 
pofed  to  he  ref  ore  d. 

It  was  our  intention  to  have  con¬ 
veyed  to  you  by  this  difpatch  the 
reafons,  very  amply  detailed,  which 
induce  us  to  difapprove  of  the  plan 
fuggefled  by  the  governor-general, 
for  the  future  condud  of  this  trade. 

No.  XVI. — Letter  fro?n  Mr. 

Addington. 

D owning- ilreet,  31ft  July  1S01. 

GENTLEMEN, 

Having  learnt  from  a  printed  ad- 
vertifement,  that  the  court  of  di~ 
redors  propofe  to  contrad  for  the 
building  of  (hips  in  this  country, 
for  the  fervice  of  the  Eaft- India 
Company,  to  an  extent  far  beyond 
what  can  be  deemed  neceffary  for 
the  purpofes  of  their  regular  trade, 

I  am  induced,  by  a  ftrong  fenfe  of 
public  duty,  to  reprefent  to  you  the 
inexpediency  of  entering  into  fuch 
conrrads,  until  the  very  important 
fubjed,  which  has  recently  occa- 
fioned  a  correfpondence  between  the 
commilhoners  fox  the  affairs  of  In¬ 
dia  and  your  court,  has  undergone 
the  inveftigation  and  difeuhion, 
which,  it  may  be  prefumed,  will 
take  place  in  the  enfuing  feffion  of 
parliament. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  See. 

Henry  Addington. 

T’/'f  Hon.  Court  of  Directors. 

No.  XVII.  —  Letter  from  Mr. 

B  R  ©  D  R  i  C  K,  includi  ng  D  raft , 

]So.  l65,  a?nevded  by  the  Board. 

Whitehall,  4th  Auguft  1801. 

GENTLEMEN, 

The  board  think  it  neceffary, 
that  the  court  of  diredors  fhouid 
explicitly  underhand,  that  however 
much  it  may  be  their  wifh,  that 
their  ideas  of  the  interefts  of  the 
Eaft- India  Company  and  of  the 
public  (interefts,  in  their  opinion, 
infepa ruble,)  fhouid  coincide  with 

thofe 
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thofe  of  the  court  of  direftors, 
they  are  by  no  means  difpofed,  for 
the  fake  of  fecuring  that  coinci¬ 
dence,  to  relinquifh  any  points,  by 
which  they  think  thofe  interefts 
may  be  materially  promoted.  They 
dare  not  (hew  a  marked  contempt 
for  what  may  be  the  opinion  of  the 
legiflature  ;  they  dare  not  rilk  the 
adoption  of  meafures  which  may 
counteract  the  regulations  of  par¬ 
liament  in  a  matter  of  great  public 
importance,  where  they  have  the 
power  of  refilling  them.  They  have 
too  much  regard  for  what  thev  con- 
ceive  to  be  the  real  interefts  of  the 
Eall-India  Company,  to  give  their 
approbation  to  any  meafures  which 
may  expofe  the  Company  to  public 
obloquy,  and  awaken  prejudices, 
now  perhaps  dormant,  in  the  breaks 
of  a  few  individuals,  but  which 
may  eventually,  if  revived,  extend 
themfelves  even  within  the  walls 
of  parliament.  They  are  aware 
that  paragraphs  may  be  worded  in 
fu'ch  a  manner  as,  by  bringing  them 
within  the  letter  of  the  act  of  1 793, 


may  prevent  their  giving  them  & 
decided  re]  eft  ion,  even  where  they 
cannot  approve  ;  and  they  are  ready 
to  concur  where  the  law  points  out 
to  them  the  path  of  their  duty, 
but  no  law  can  oblige  them  to  ap¬ 
prove.  And  they  do  not  hefitate 
to  declare,  that  it  is  their  opinion, 
that,  in  the  prefent  circumftances,  it 
is  not  expedient  that  any  para¬ 
graphs  whatever,  refpefting  the  pri¬ 
vate  trade,  fhould  be  fent  out  to 
India :  as,  however,  it  is  pofiible, 
that  in  this  refpeft  they  may  not 
obtain  the  concurrence  of  the  court 
of  direftors,  they  return  them  the 
paragraphs  fo  correfted  as  to  leave 
the  queftion  entirely  open  for  fu¬ 
ture  arrangement  and  difeuffign  ;  and 
they  are  determined  that  no  powers 
which  the  legiflature  has  veiled  in 
them,  lhall  remain  unexerted,  to 
prevent  any  attempts  to  fetter  fuch 
future  difeuftion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &e. 

W.  Brodrick* 

The  Hon.  Court  of  DireSlors  of 

the  Baji- India  Company. 


No.  XVIII.- — Draft  Paragraphs  propofed  by  the  Court  of  Directors  to  he 
fait  to  their  Prefdency  at  Pori  William  in  Bengal ,  Fort  St.  George, 
and  Bombay. 


No.  lG5 .—Commercial  Department. 

II.  B.  The  paragraphs  propofed  by  the  Court  are  in  Italicks — thofe  fubftituted  by  the 

Board  are  in  Roman  type. 

No.  1 .  For  fame  time  p  of ,  we  have  had  under  our  ferious  conf deration, 
the  letter  from  our  governor- general,  dated  SO th  September  1800,  as 
well  as  the  fubjeft  at  iarpe  of  the  private  trade  voith  India. 


2.  It  was  our  intention  to  have 
conveyed  to  you  by  this  difpatch, 
our  fentiments  at  large  upon  this 
important  fubjeft  •  but  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  motion  in  parliament, 
papers  have  been  delivered  to  the 
houfe  or  commons,  and  we  are  in¬ 
formed,  that  it  is  intended  to  bring 
the  fubjeft  before  the  houfe  in  the 
enfuing  fefilon.  We  likewife  un- 
derftand,  that  there  are  parts  of 
this  fubjeft  which  hjs  maj dry’s 

mini  tiers 


2.  It  was  our  intention  to  have 
conveyed  to.  you  by  this  difpatch 
the  reafons ,  very  amply  detailed , 
which  induce  us  ta  dijapprove  of 
the  plan  fuggefed  by  the  governor- 
general,  for  the  future  conduct  of 
this  trade. 

3.  But  in  confequence  of  a  motion 
in  parliament,  papers  have  been 
delivered  to  the  houfe  of  commons  p 
and  we  are  informed  that  it  is  in¬ 
tended  to  bring  the  fubjeft  before 
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mimfters  conceive  to  be  materially 
connected  with  the  naval  intereft  of 
the  kingdom,  and  that  probably 
confiderations  of  that  nature  may 
lead  to  fome  arrangements  with  the 
Eaft-India  Company.  Under  thefe 
circumftances,  we  forbear,  for  the 
prefent,  from  fending  any  detailed 
directions  upon  the  fubjeCt  of  pri¬ 
vate  trade ;  but  fhall  not  fail,  at 
the  earlieft  poflible  moment,  to  fur- 
nifh  you  with  our  opinions,  and 
explicit  directions  for  your  conduCt, 
to  which  of  courfe  we  fhall  expeCt 
your  implicit  obedience. 


Xaft-India  Houfe,  23d  July  1801. 

Whitehall,  4th  Auguft  1801. 
Approved,  after  cancelling  the 
fecond  and  third  paragraphs,  and 
fubftituting  one  in  their  place,  by 
order  o.f  the  board  of  commiilioners 
for  the  affairs  of  India. 

W.  Brodrick. 

No.  XIX.  —  Letter  from  Lord 
Lewisham  to  the  Chairman, 
read  in  Court  \^th  Augnji  1801. 

Whitehall,  21ft  July  1801. 

SIR, 

I  cannot  return  the  paragraphs 
Upon  the  private  trade,  without  ex- 
preffing  my  individual  happinefs 
in  having  it  in  my  power  to  concur 
with  the  court  of  directors  in  the 
objeCt  of  thofe  paragraphs. 

It  has  been,  I  affine  you,  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  great  regret  to  myfelf,  to 
have  felt  myfelf  called  upon  to  dif¬ 
fer  in  opinion  with  the  court  upon 
the  fubjeCt.  The  proceedings  in- 
flituted  by  the  houfe  of  commons 
to  bring  the  bufinefs  of  the  private 
trade  before  them,  were  nearly  co¬ 
eval  with  my  appointment  to  the 
office  I  have  now  the  honour  tohold; 


the  houfe  m  the  enfu'ing  fefjlon 4 
Wi e  Jhall  therefore  forbear ,  for  the 
prefent,  to  enter  into  the  confi der¬ 
ation  of  the  quefhon ,  in  the  manner 
we  had  propofed ;  but  deeming  it 
ejfential ,  under  fuch  circumftances , 
to  be  watchful  over  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  Company ,  we  di¬ 
rect  our  different  prejidencies  in  In¬ 
dia,  not  to  fuffer  any  part  of  the 
exclufive  trade ,  to  which  the  Com¬ 
pany  are  entitled  by  the  ali  of 
1 79-3,  to  be  infringed ;  and  we 
like  wife  dir  eft ,  that,  until  they  re¬ 
ceive  further  injlruflions  from  us, 
they  Jiriftly  confine  the  trade  and 
in  ter  courfe  of  individuals  with  this 
country,  to  the  privileges  conceded 
to  them  by  the  faid  aft  of  17 Q3. 

W.  Ramsay,  Sec, 

and  in  all  the  fteps  I  have  been 
compelled  to  take,  I  have  ever  had 
it  in  my  view,  and  have  found 
myfelf  retrained  by  the  confidera- 
tion,  that  the  fubjeCt  is  to  undergo 
a  difeuffion  before  a  higher  and 
more  powerful  tribunal  than  the 
board  at  which  I  prefide.  Allow 
me  now  to  exprefs  my  ftrong  con¬ 
viction,  that  the  diferetion  of  the 
court  will  induce  them  not  to  adopt 
any  further  meafures  upon  this  fub¬ 
jeCt,  which  may  anticipate  the  fu¬ 
ture  proceedings  of  parliament.  I 
am  the  more  grounded  in  this  ex¬ 
pectation,  from  a  thorough  perfua- 
fiqn  that  the  legiflature  will  never 
be  induced  to  adopt  any  meafures 
which  may  have  a  tendency  to  in¬ 
vade  the  charter  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company,  or  to  difturb  that  gene¬ 
ral  fyftem  upon  which  the  affairs 
of  India  have  been  fo  profperouiiy 
conducted. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Lewisham. 

The  Hon.  Chairmen  of  the 
Map- India  Company. 

No. 
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No,  X X.-'- L ette r  from  the  Chair¬ 
man  to  the  Right  Hon.  Henry 

Addington,  dated,  1  )th  Auguji 

1801 — Read  in  Court  \Ath  Au¬ 
guji  1801. 

The  difference  in  opinion  be¬ 
tween  the  cornmiffioners  for  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  India  and  the  court  of  di- 
Te&ors,  refpefting  the  tranfmiffion 
of  paragraphs  to  Bengal,  on  the 
fubjedt  of  private  trade,  has  lately 
affirmed  fuch  an  appearance,  as, 
when  taken  into  view  with  your 
letter  of  the  Sift  ultimo,  gives  me 
real  uneafmefs. 

To  the  harmony  which  has  hither¬ 
to  fublifted  between  thefe  two  boards 
may  be  afcribed,  in  a  great  degree, 
theprofperity  which  has  attended  the 
affairs  of  the  Eaft-lndia  Company, 
and  without  fuch  harmony  between 
them  I  fear  there  cannot  be  ex¬ 
pected  long  that  degree  of  cordiali¬ 
ty  which  at  prefent  fubfifts  within 
the  court  of  directors,  or  as  is  necef- 
fary  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  on 
the  bufmefs  well. 

Situated,  fir,  as  you  know  the 
Company  to  have  been  for  fome 
years,  with  an  immenfe  increafing 
debt  abroad,  owing  to  an  expendi¬ 
ture  far  beyond  their  revenue  ;  and 
if  even  (as  is  the  faCt),  fince  the  de- 
ftruCtion  of  our  moft  formidable 
enemy  in  India,  and  our  acquire¬ 
ment  of  fuch  rich  andextenfive  pof- 
feffions,  the  increafed  revenue  falls 
fhort  of  our  difburfements,  you  may 
believe  that  the  united  efforts  of 
the  court  mull  be  neceffary  to  find 
out  and  apply  a  proper  remedy. 
In  confequence  of  the  above  Harm¬ 
ing  fituation,  and  feeing  the  pfof- 
peCl  of  an  actual  failure  of  refources 
for  furnilhing  the  ufual  inveftments, 
unlefs  immediate  relief  could  be 
given,  my  attention  has  been  for 
fome  months  alrnofi  continually  en- 
groffed  on  planning  radical  improve¬ 
ments  in  our  expenditure  abroad. 


So  far  has  this  been  fuccefsful,  that 
I  can  already  fee  within  our  reach 
at  leaft  half  a  million  fterling  per 
annum  of  practicable  and  proper  re¬ 
duction.  Of  this  I  flatter  myfeif 
with  laying  before  the  court  to¬ 
morrow  to  the  amount  of  about 
250,000/.  and  which,  I  am  confi¬ 
dent,  if  nothing  elfe  fnall  occur  to 
divert  their  attention,  will,  asfoon 
as  it  has  had  their  confideration, 
be  carried  into  immediate  execu¬ 
tion. 

Upon  this  part  of  the  retrench¬ 
ments  I  have  now  before  me  the 
decided  approval  of  the  firft  opinions 
in  the  kingdom.  As  foon  as  opi¬ 
nions  of  fimilar  high  authority  can 
be  obtained  upon  the  other  25  0,00  o/. 
the  accounts  of  which  are  more  com¬ 
plex,  I  cannot  doubt  but  they  will 
be  equally  favourable ;  and,  after 
the  court  has  had  them  under  their 
confideration,  that  they  will  alfo 
be  put  into  immediate  execution. 
The  fteps  that  are  about  to  be 
taken  for  rendering;  our  native 
cavalry  and  European  artillery  in 
India,  (which  have  lately  been  con- 
fiderably  increafed,)  more  efficient 
than  they  have  ever  been,  and  this 
without  in  future  weakening  our 
European  infantry,  as  has  been  un¬ 
til  now  the  cafe,  by  fele&ing  all 
the  belt  men  therefrom  for  thefe 
particular  corps,  are  leading  on  faft 
to  this  defirable  objett. 

A  variety  of  other  matters  moft 
important  forgiving  permanent  fecu- 
rity  to  our  now  extenfive  poffeffions, 
are  at  prefent  in  fuch  a  favourable 
train,  that  I  am  fure,  fir,  you  would 
make  great  facrifices,  fooner  than 
allow  any  difficulty  to  impede  their 
progrefs,  which  you  could  with 
propriety  prevent. 

In  regard  to  your  letter  of  the 
Sift  ultimo,  if  the  court  (hall  agree 
to  take  up  no  more  (hips  of  800 
tons,  in  thefirlt  inftance,  than  are  re- 
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quired  to  keep  up  their  regular 
cftabliffiment,  and  no  more  extra 
fhips,  in  the  fecond  inftance,  than 
may  be  immediately  neceffary  for 
bringing  home  their  own  gruff  car¬ 
goes,  I  truft  you  will  agree  to  the 
expediency  of  their  entering  into 
fuch  contra&s.  The  idea  of  adver- 
tifing  for  a  fmaller  defcription  of 
(hips  than  is  ufual  for  the  Company’s 
regular  trade,  of  a  different  cori- 
ftruftion,  and  for  eight  voyages, 
is  certainly  novel ;  but  although, 
under  the  prefent  circumftances,  you 
may  deem  it  inexpedient  for  the 
Company  to  take  up  fuch  (hips, 
yet  as  the  advertifement  has  gone 
abroad,  I  fubmit  to  you,  whether 
it  might  not  be  proper  to  aft  upon 
it  to  the  extent  of  one  or  two  {hips, 
if  only  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining 
a  knowledge  of  the  rate  of  freight 
at  which  fuch  fhips  can  be  pro¬ 
cured,  in  cafe  of  their  being  wanted 
in  future  ?  The  difficulty  in  which 
the  court  was  involved  on  Wednef- 
day  laft  in  confequence,  and  the 
anxiety  I  felt  to  get  the  above- 
mentioned  reductions  matured  for 
their  con  fide  rat  ion,  before  their  at¬ 
tention  could  be  arrefted  by  other 
fubjefts,  made  me  requeft  them  to 
put  off  the  difcuffion  of  your  letter 
of  the  3  lft  of  July,  and  that  of  the 
commiffioners,  until  Friday  next. 
If  you  acquiefce  in  what  I  have 
propofed  as  to  the  advertifement, 
it  might  probably,  as  far  as  it  went, 
fatisfy  the  court  on  that  point ;  but 
1  find  from  lord  Dartmouth,  there 
can  be  no  alteration  expefted  in  the 
opinion  of  the  commiffioners,  on 
the  fubjett  of  fending  out  the  pa¬ 
ragraphs. 

Under  all  circumftances,  as  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  that  this  mifunder- 
ftanding,  refpe&ing  the  advertife¬ 
ment  and  the  paragraphs,  grows 
merely  out  of  the  queftion  of  pri¬ 
vate  trade,  I  can  myfelf  fee  no 
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profpeft  of  being  able  to  difchargf 
my  duty*  either  with  that  benefit 
to  the  public,  which,  from  the  ftation 
I  have  the  honour  of  holding,  they 
have  a  right  to  expeft,  or  in  any 
manner  fatisfa&ory  to  the  court, 
unlefs  the  extent  of  your  wifhes, 
in  regard  to  this  fubjert,  fhali  be 
made  known  to  them,  and  that  at 
as  early  a  period  as  poffible.  If 
adminiftration  have  determined  on 
the  extent  of  the  conceffion  required, 
it  certainly  would  be  gratifying  to 
the  court  to  know  what  that  extent 
is ;  becaufe,  if  the  difference  could 
be  accommodated  without  the  quef¬ 
tion  going  into  parliament,  it  would 
fave  much  unneceffary  trouble.  If 
this  would  be  gratifying  to  the 
court,  it  certainly  would  be  more 
particularly  fo  to  me,  owing  to  the 
prefent  fingularity  of  my  fituation 
as  chairman.  In  that  quality,  as 
organ  of  the  court,  I  have,  accords 
in'g  to  ufage,  appeared  to  profefs 
the  fame  opinions  as  the  court ; 
and  indeed,  in  the  general  court  of 
proprietors,  upon  the  fame  prin¬ 
ciple,  have  fupported  them,  al¬ 
though  I  have  differed  from  the 
majority  of  the  court  of  dire&ors 
on  fome  material  points  in  this 
queftion  ;  and  of  courfe,  if  it  comes 
into  parliament,  from  my  duty 
there  being  paramount  to  all  others, 
it  may  be  impoffible  for  me  to 
withhold  my  real  fentiments  on  the 
occafion. 

Under  this  view  of  the  fubject, 
I  fhould  feel  it  proper,  previous  to 
the  meeting  of  parliament,  to  fub¬ 
mit  to  the  difcretion  of  the  court  of 
directors,  whether  it  might  not  be 
more  defirable  for  them  to  ele£l  an¬ 
other  chairman  in  my  room,  who, 
from  being  of  the  fame  opinion  with 
the  majority  on  this  queftion,  might 
manage  it  more  to  their  fatisfa&ion 
than  I  could  pretend  to  do  ;  and  if 
they  did  think  fo,  I  fhould  from 

X  I  choice 
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choice  reftgn  the  chair,  as  foon  as 
the  very  important  matters  ftated 
iri  this  letter  are  accomplifhed. 
The  queftion  of  private  trade  feems 
to  have  been,  though  without  in¬ 
tention,  a  legacy  from  the  former 
board  of  commiffioners  to  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  board  ;  for  though  the  late 
preiident  had  repeatedly  given  his 
opinion  upon  it,  yet,  until  fir  Wil¬ 
liam  Pulteney’s  motion  in  the  houfe 
of  commons,  it  never  can  be  faid  to 
have  come  fairly  into  difcuffion  be¬ 
tween  the  two  boards.  I  have 
made  this  latter  remark,  in  cafe  of 
its  being  fuppofed  that  it  was  pof- 
fible  for  me  to  mean  any  refledfion 
on  the  noble  lord  who  now  prefides 
at  that  board,  and  who,  from  the 
official  intercourfe  which  I  have 
already  had  with  his  lordfnip,  I 
without  hefitation  fay,  will,  in  ray 
humble  opinion,  do  great  credit  to 
that  high  ftation.  In  the  confe¬ 
rences  at  which  I  have  been  pre- 
fent,  he  has  fhewn  every  inclination 
to  accommodate,  and,  indeed,  in  a 
private  letter  to  me  as  chairman  of 

the - - ,  which  in  juft  ice 

to  him  I  took  the  liberty  of  com¬ 
municating  to  a  fecret  court,  he 
certainly  gave  fuch  unequivocal 
proofs  of  his  earneft  defire  to  pre¬ 
serve  harmony  as  could  not  be  mif- 
underftood.  When  I  look  to  fo 
ihort  an  acquaintance  in  public 
bofinefs  having  convinced  me  of  this 
difpofition  in  Lord  Dartmouth,  and 
when  I  look  to  thefe  difpofttions  in 
you,  Sir,  which  your  long  fervices 
in  a  public  life  muft  have  brought 
home  to  the  conviction  of  every 
man  who  has  had  the  honour  of  ferv- 
ing  in  the  different  parliaments,  in 
which,  with  fo  much  benefit  to  the 
public  and  credit  to  yourfelf,  you 
fo  ably  prefided,  I  am  confident  that 
you  will  not  be  furprifed  if  I  flatter 
mvfelf  with  every  good  and  con¬ 
ciliatory  effect  arifmg  from  this  let- 
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ter  which  exifting  circumftances 
will  admit  of.  At  all  events,  if  his 
lordfhip  and  you  could  fo  far  favour 
me,  as  to  give  me,  for  the  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  court,  the  clear  outline- 
of  the  conceffton  which  is  required 
from  them,  it  could  have  no  bad 
effeft ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  it 
is  fuch  as  may  lead  the  court  to 
propofc  opening  a  conference,  re¬ 
conciliation  might  be  effected,  and, 
in  confequence,  the  adjuftment  of 
this  ereat  queftion  be  amicably  ad- 
jufted. 

The  deputy,  Mr.  Mills,  at  pre- 
fent  abfent,  is  as  anxious  as  myfelf 
on  the  fubjefts  of  reduction  and  re¬ 
form. 

No.  XXI.- — Letter  from  the  Chair¬ 
man  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  dated 

1.2  th  Auguji  1801. 

my  Lord, 

It  is  impoffible  for  me  to  exprefs 
the  uneafinefs  which  the  late  appear¬ 
ance  of  mifunderftanding  between 
the  board  of  commiffioners  and  the 
court  of  directors  has  brought  upon 
my  mind. 

The  interviews  which  I  have 
had  with  your  lordfhip  (few  as  they 
have  been),  have  convinced  me  of 
your  ftrong  defire  to  prefer ve  har¬ 
mony,  and  on  the  part  of  the  court 
a  fimilar  defire,  I  hope,  cannot  be 
doubted.  As  your  lordfnip,  how¬ 
ever,  is  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
there  can  be  no  reafonable  expecta¬ 
tion  of  the  commiffioners  altering 
their  fentiments  as  to  the  para¬ 
graphs  for  India,  and  as  it  appears 
to  me  that  further  correfpondence, 
inftead  of  drawing  the  boards  clofer 
together,  may  have  a  contrary  ten¬ 
dency,  unlefs  fome  fatisfaftory  ex¬ 
planation  takes  place  upon  the  fub- 
je<ft  of  thofe  paragraphs,  I  truft  your 
lordfhip  will  forgive  me,  if  1  exprefs- 
a  hope  that  the  queftion  of  private 
trade  may  be  brought  out  of  its 
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prefent  obfcurity,  and  that  the 
court  may  have  the  fatisfaftion  of 
knowing  the  extent  of  the  conceflion 
which  your  lordfhip  conceives  it 
neceflary  for  the  court  to  make. 
As  no  bad  confequence  can  be  pro¬ 
duced  from  fuch  an  eclairciflfement, 
but  on  the  contrary,  if  the  court, 
upon  being  put  in  pofleflion  of  the 
clear  outline  and  extent  of  the  pro- 
pofed  conceiTion,  fee  an  opening  for 
conferences  on  the  fubjeCt,  the  molt 
happy  anticipation  of  the  extinction 
of  all  difference  may  follow  the  ad- 
juft  ment  of  this  great  queftion,  and 
this  without  the  difagreeable  necef- 
fity  of  its  being  brought  into  par¬ 
liament. 

As  the  fuhjeCt  of  this  letter  is 
equally  applicable  to  Mr.  Adding¬ 
ton,  and  I  have  written  him  fully 
thereon,  and  as  I  wifh  that  not  only 
the  fituation  of  the  court,  but  alio 
t-he  very  Angular  one  in  which  I 
(land  as  chairman,  fhould  be  like- 
wife  perfectly  known  to  you,  I  hope 
you  will  forgive  me  for  enclofing  a 
copy  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  A. 

I  do  it,  my  lord,  with  at  leaft 
this  fatisfaCtion  to  myfelf,  that 
after  having  revolved  the  fubjeCt  in 
my  mind  ever  fince  Wednefday  laft, 
and  after  having  viewed  it  in  all  its 
different  bearings,  I  propofe  the 
only  pofuble  mode  by  which  ac* 
commodation  feems  to  me  attain¬ 
able. 

bio.  XXII. — Letter  from  Mr.  Ad¬ 
ding  ton  to  the  C h airman. 

Wimbledon,  13th  Auguft  1801. 

SIR, 

Prom  the  prefltire  of  other  bufi- 
nefs,  I  am  induced  to  confine  my¬ 
felf,  at  prefent,  to  thofe  parts  of 
your  letter,  received  laft  night, 
which  appear  to  require  immediate 
attention. 

I  had  good  rcafon  to  believe  that 
the  additional  (hipping,  for  which 
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the  court  of  directors  had  offered  to 
contrad,  were  not  intended  folely 
for  the  purpofes  which  you  have 
now  deferibed  ;  and  accordingly  I 
thought  it  incumbent  upon  me  to 
represent  to  the  court  the  inexpe¬ 
diency,  as  it  appeared  to  me,  of  a 
meafure,  which  I  feared  might 
have  the  effeCl  of  embarrafling  the 
proceedings  of  parliament,  and  of 
eventually  laying  the  foundation  of 
a  claim  upon  the  public.  If,  how¬ 
ever,  it  fhould  be  agreed  that  the 
additional  (hipping  is  only  to  be 
made  ufe  of  in  the  manner  mentioned 
in.  your  laft  letter,  my  objections 
will  be  removed. 

With  refpeet  to  the  main  queftiofy 
I  am  really  not  yet  fufSciently  ini 
formed  to  have  made  up  my  mind 
to  any  other  opinion,  than  that 
timber  produced  in  India  may  be  fo 
applied  to  the  purpofe  of  fhip-build- 
ing  in  that  country,  as  to  lead  to 
confequences  highly  important  and 
advantageous  to  the  commercial  and 
political  interefts  of  the  united 
kingdom. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  See. 

Henry  Addington. 

The  Hon.  Chairman  of  the 

Eaf- India  Company. 

No.  XXIII. — Letter  from  Lord 

D  ARTMOUTH  to  the  Chairman . 
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SIR, 

That  any  appearance  of  a  mif- 
underftanding  fhould  fubfift  between 
the  court  of  directors  and  the  board 
of  commiffioners  cannot  poftibly  be 
a  fubjeCt  of  greater  uneafinefs  to 
you  than  it  is  to  me.  It  has  ever 
been  my  opinion,  that  the  important 
interefts  feverally  committed  to  our 
charge  can  alone  be  adminiftered  to 
the  advantage  of  the  Company  and  of 
the  Public,  by  an  amicable  co-opera¬ 
tion  between  the  two  boards.  And 
I  flatter  myfelf  that  I  (hall  obtain 
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from  you  full  credit,  when  I  allure 
you,  that  it  is  not  the  moft  agree¬ 
able  circumftance  attending  my  fi- 
tuation,  to  have  inherited  (together 
with  the  office  I  hold),  any  thing 
like  a  difagreement  with  the  court 
of  directors.  Believe  me,  Sir,  it  is 
perfectly  adverfe  to  my  habits  and 
inclinations  to  be  engaged  in  fuch  a 
conteft  as  that  in  which  I  find  my- 
f’elf  involved  :  a  conteft  which  no¬ 
thing  but  the  moft  decided  convic¬ 
tion  that  the  time  I  have  adopted  is 
clearly  marked  out  to  me  by  the 
duty  I  owe  the  Public  and  the  Com¬ 
pany  would  induce  me  to  maintain, 
but  from  which,  whilft  under  the 
influence  of  that  conviction,  I  can¬ 
not  fhrink. 

It  is  moft  fincerely  my  wifh  that 
it  were  in  my  power,  at  the  prefen t 
moment,  to  bring  forward  any  pro- 
pofal,  which,  by  ferving  as  a  bafis 
for  conferences  on  the  fubjeCt, 
might  have  a  tendency  to  extinguifh 
all  difference,  by  the  adjuftment  of 
this  great  queftion  ;  but  1  confefs 
that  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that 
that  can  now  be  done.  The  bufincfs 
(I  think)  muft  be  brought  on  in 
parliament ;  and  I  have  no  hefita- 
tion  in  declaring  it  to  be  my  opi¬ 
nion,  that  parliament  and  the  pub¬ 
lic  will  not  now  be  fatisfied,  with¬ 
out  fuch  a  participation  in  the 
trade  of  India,  as  can  only  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  allowing  that  portion  of 
it,  which  the  Company’s  inveft- 
ments  cannot  embrace,  to  be  fent 
home  by  the  Britifh  merchants  re¬ 
fluent  in  India,  upon  fhips  built  in 
that  country. 

Though  it  form  no  part  of  the 
letter  I  had  the  honour  to  receive 
from  you  (and  to  which  this  is  an 
anfwer),  there  is  another  fubjeCl  to 
which,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  I 
cannot  but  advert,  in  a  letter  from 


you  to  Mr.  Addington  (the  fub- 
ftance  of  which  has  been  communi¬ 
cated  to  me.J  You  hint  at  an  in¬ 
tention  of  refigning  the  honourable 
fituation  which  (with  fo  much  cre¬ 
dit  to  yourfelf  and  advantage  to  the 
Company)  you  now  hold.  Allow 
me,  Sir,  to  fay,  that  I  fhould,  on 
every  account,  and  at  any  time, 
moft  finCerely  regret  that  you  fhould 
find  yourfelf  under  the  neceflity  of 
taking  fuch  a  ftep,  but  more  parti¬ 
cularly  fo  at  the  prefent  moment. 
I  have  often  expreffed  to  you  mv 
anxiety  that  fuch  a  fyftem  of  radical 
reform  fhould  be  introduced,  as,  by 
reducing  the  enormous  expenditure 
in  India,  fhould  put  the  difburfe- 
ments  of  the  Company  in  that  coun¬ 
try  upon  a  par  with  their  revenues. 
It  is  a  matter  of  the  higheft  fatis- 
fa&ion  to  myfelf  to  obferve,  that 
your  affiduous  and  patriotic  exer¬ 
tions  have  already  provided  and 
laid  before  the  court  a  fyftem  of  re¬ 
duction,  to  the  annual  amount  of 
2.5  0,000/.  one  half  only  of  what 
you  intend  to  propofe.  I  own  I 
cannot  but  think  it  material  to  the 
interefts  of  the  public  and  your 
conftituents,  that  you  fhould  remain 
in  your  prefent  fituation,  till  the 
court  fhould  have  given  the  finifh- 
ing  ftroke  to  what  you  have  fo 
happily  begun,  and  the  work  of  re¬ 
duction  fhall  be  completed, 

I  propofe  accompanying  my  fa¬ 
mily  to  Ramfgate  on  Monday;  but 
fhould  I  receive  information  from 
you  that  it  could  in  any  degree  ac¬ 
commodate  the  court,  I  fhall,  with 
the  utmoft  readinefs,  fufpend  my  i»- 
tention. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c, 

Dartmouth. 

'The  Hon.  Chairman  of  the 
Eaf -India  Ctmfeny. 


No. 
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No.  XXIV. — Letter  from  Mr. 
Meheux. 

Whitehall,  Sept.  18,  1801. 

SIR, 

I  am  directed  by  the  board  of 
:ommifiioners  for  the  affairs  of  India 
t6  requeft  that  you  will  be  pleafed, 
as  foon  as  pofhble,  to  fend  to  me, 
for  their  information,  copies  of  the 
whole  proceedings  of  the  committee 
d{  (hipping,  held  on  or  about  Wed- 
nefday  laft,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking 
into  confideration  the  tender  of 
[hips  of  five  and  fix  hundred  tons, 
to  bring  home  gruff  goods  and  the 
tonnage  of  individuals,  with  their 
decifton  thereon,  and  all  papers  im¬ 
mediately  eonneded  with  the  fub- 
jed.  I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

John  Meheux. 

William  Ratnfay ,  £/f> 

No.  XXV. — Letter  from  the  Secre¬ 
tary  to  Mr.  Meheux. 
Eafl-India  Houfe,  Sept.  19,  1801. 
SIR, 

In  confequence  of  your  letter  of 
yefterday’s  date,  requeft ing,  by  di- 
redion  of  the  board  of  commiftioners 
for  the  affairs  of  India,  to  be  fur- 
nifhed  with  copies  of  the  papers 
therein  mentioned,  I  herewith  tranf- 
mit  you  the  following,  vi%. 

Copy  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
warehoufes,  dated  8th  July  1801. 

Copy  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
flipping,  dated  the  fame  day. 

Extrad:  of  the  minutes  of  the  court  of  di¬ 
rectors,  of  the  fame  date. 

Copy  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
{hipping,  dated  28th  Auguft  1801. 
Extrad  of  the  minutes  of  the  court  of  di- 
redors,  of  the  fame  date. 

Copy  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
correfpondence,  dated  9th  September 
1801. 

Extrad  of  the  minutes  of  the  court  of  di- 
redors,  of  the  fame  date. 

Copy  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
(hipping,  of  the  16th  September  1801. 
Extrad  of  the  minutes  of  the  court  of  di- 
redors,  of  the  fame  date. 

I  am.  Sir,  dec. 
William  Ramsay,  Sec. 

John  RIcheux7  Efy, 


No.  XXVI. — Opinion  of  the  Com¬ 
pany's  Standing  Counfel  as  to  the 
Description  of  Ships  to  be  allotted 
for  Private  Trade  Tonnage. 

CASE 

For  the  Eajl- India  Company. 

Pleafe  to  refer  to  fuch  parts  of 
the  ad  of  33  Geo.  III.  cap.  5  2,  as 
relate  to  private  trade,  to  be  carried 
on  to  and  from  India  on  board  the 
Company’s  (hips ;  alfo  to  the  ad  ot 
39  Geo.  III.  cap.  89,  regulating 
the  manner  in  which  the  Company 
are  to  hire  and  take  up  (hips  for 
their  fervice. 

Your  opinion  is  requefted, 
ift.  Whether  the  Company  are 
obliged  to  allot  tonnage  on  board 
their  fully  equipped  (hips  for  the 
private  trade  to  be  carried  on  under 
the  ad  of  33  Geo.  III.  ;  or  whe¬ 
ther  they  may  allot  any  (it  tonnage, 
fuch  as  they  ufe  for  their  own 
goods,  of  a  defcription  fimilar  to 
what  private  traders  may  tender 
for  conveyance  ? 

2d.  Whether  the  Company  may 

enter  into  contrads  for  (hips  for 

their  fervice  for  eight  voyages  ? 

3d.  Whether  the  Company  may 

enter  into  contrads  for  ready-built 

* 

(hips  for  their  fervice  for  fix  or 
more  voyages ;  or  whether  they 
can  only  contrad  for  (hips  to 
be  built  fpecially  for  their  fer¬ 
vice  ? 

4th.  Whether,  in  cafes  of  un- 
forefeen  exigency,  the  Company 
may  hire  (hips  for  lefs  than  fix 
voyages  ? 

The  ad  of  the  33d  Geo.  III.  re¬ 
quires  the  Company  to  furnifh  a  cer¬ 
tain  quantity  of  (hipping  for  the 
ufe  of  private  traders,  but  does  not 
prefcribe  the  qualify  of  the  (hips,  or 
the  manner*  in  which  thefe  (hips 
(hall  be  equipped.  In  every  unde¬ 
fined  obligation,  juftice  requires 
that  the  duty  (hall  be  fulfilled  with 
integrity,  according  to  its  nature. 
t  l  3  The 
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The  fhips  allotted  to  individuals 
muft  be  fuch  as,  in  the  belt  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  Company,  appear  well 
adapted  to  the  particular  fervice.  It 
is  impoffible  to  do  more  than  (late 
the  general  rule  ;  but  it  feems  to 
me,  the  fair  and  belt  rule  which  can 
be  prefcribed  is  for  the  Company  to 
aft  towards  individuals  as  they  ait 
for  themfelves,  and  to  appropriate 
for  the  trade  of  individuals  the 
fame  fhips  on  which  they  lade  goods 
of  the  like  nature  and  quality,  for 
the  lame  voyages,  on  the  account 
and  rifk  of  the  Company.  The 
fubfequent  aft,  made  for  a  different 
purpofe,  appears  to  me  to  make  no 
change  in  the  obligation  of  the 
Company  towards  private  traders, 
but  was  intended  to  render  perma¬ 
nent  the  principles  of  economy, 
which  the  Company  had  embraced, 
to  prevent  unneceffary  expenditure 
In  contrails  for  their  {flipping. 

To  render  intelligible  the  opinion 
I  have  formed  on  this  fubjeit,  un¬ 
der  the  ait  39  Geo.  III.  it  may  be 
ufeful  to  premife,  that  the  Company, 
like  every  individual,  have  a  right 
to  form  contrails  for  fhips  of  the 
fixe,  quality,  and  equipped  in  fuch 
a  manner,  and  during  fuch  a  period, 
as  to  them  may  appear  belt  adapted 
to  their  own  purpofes,  except  lo  far 
as  they  are  retrained  by  pofitive 
law.  The  pofitive  law  reflrains  the 
Companyfrom  employing  in  their  re¬ 
gular  fervice  fhips,  unlefs  contracted 
for  to  ferve  in  trade  and  warfare,  or 
In  any  other  fervice,  for  fix  voyages. 
Regular  fervice  is  here  ufed,  1  ap¬ 
prehend,  as  contradiftinguifhed  from 
occafional  fervice  j  the  objeit  of 
the  provifion  being  to  require  the 
contrail:  fhould  extend  to  fix  voy¬ 
ages,  from  an  apprehenfion  that  the 
perfons  contrail ing  with  the  Com¬ 
pany  would  furnifh  fhips  on  lower 
jfreighr^  if  allured  that  their  Ihips 


would  remain  in  the  fervice  of  the 
Company,  as  long  as  the  fhips 
might  probably  continue  in  a  ftate 
fit  to  be  fo  employed.  I  think, 
therefore,  that  the  Company  may 
contrail  for  eight  voyages,  which  is 
only  extending  the  principle  further 
than  the  law  requires. 

I  am  of  opinion,  alfo,  that  this 
ait  does  not  reilrain  the  Company 
from  con  trailing  for  ready  built 
fhips  for  fix  or  more  voyages  ;  and 
in  proof  that  fuch  reftraint  was  not 
in  contemplation  of  the  legiflature, 
I  (hall  only  obferve,  that  the  con¬ 
trary  conftruition  of  the  ait  would 
have  excluded  many  fhips,  at  the 
time  underftood  to  be,  or  actually 
engaged  in  the  fgrvice  of  the  Com¬ 
pany,  few  of  which  were,  at  that 
time,  contrailed  for  or  hired  for  a 
longer  period  than  one  voyage. 

I  am  of  opinion,  likewife,  that 
the  Company  may,  in  cafes  of  un- 
forefeen  exigency,  hire  fhips  for 
lefs  than  fix  voyages.  The  cafe  of 
unforefeen  exigency  is  exprefsly  ex¬ 
cepted  in  the  ait  ;  becaufe,  to  have 
extended  the  reftraint  to  fuch  a 
cafe,  would  not  only  have  often 
impeded  the  public  fervice,  but  have 
defeated  the  objeit  of  this  law,  the 
principle  of  which  is  to  leffen  the 
expenditure  in  fhipping,  as  it  would 
have  obliged  the  Company  to  ex¬ 
tend  their  contrails  beyond  what 
their  fervice  required,  and  increafed, 
confequently,  the  expenditure  in 
this  article,  by  engaging  an  unne- 
ceffary  number  of  Ihips  in  the  fer¬ 
vice.  The  cafe  of  unforefeen  exi¬ 
gency,  as  I  underftand  it,  means  an 
occafional,  or  temporary,  as  op- 
pofed  to  a  permanent  want  of  fhip¬ 
ping,  which  can  be  provided  for  in 
the  manner  prefcribed  by  law. 

Geq&qe  Rous. 

Oitcber  2,  1801, 

N o¥ 
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No.  XXVII.  —  L  stter  from  the 
Chairman  to  Lord  Dartmouth, 

Eaft  India  Houfe,  7th  0<5t.  1801. 

MY  LORD, 

I  have  laid  before  the  court  of 
directors  your  lordfhip’s  letter, 
dated  the  29th  ultimo,  enclofing  a 
copy  of  a  memorial  prefented  to  the 
prelident  and  commiffioners  for  the 
affairs  of  India,  on  the  part  of  the 
merchants,  whofe  names  are  there¬ 
unto  annexed,  being  agents  for  per- 
fons  refiding  in  the  Eaft- Indies  ;  and 
likewife  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  fe- 
veral  fhip-owners,  who  conceive 
themfelves  aggrieved  by  the  court’s 
intention  to  take  up  fhips  of  the  bur¬ 
then  of  from  500  to  600  tons,  to 
carry  out  the  exports  of  the  pre- 
fent  feafon,  and  to  bring  from  In¬ 
dia  fuch  gruff  goods  as  may  offer 
there. 

As  the  fubjeCt  is  purely  commer¬ 
cial,  the  court  are  at  a  lofs  to  guefs 
why  thofe  perfons  fhould  addrefs 
the  prefident  of  the  board  of  com- 
miffioners  upon  this  occafion.  At 
the  fame  time,  I  am  directed  to  ex- 
prefs  to  your  lordfhip  the  high  fenfe 
which  the  court  of  directors  enter¬ 
tain  of  the  obliging  manner  in 
which  you  have  been  pleafed  to 
make  the  communication,  and  the 
defire  of  the  court  to  manifeft  their 
refpeCt  for  your  lordfhip,  by  fur- 
nifti  ing  every  information  which 
may  be  defired  relative  to  the  affairs 
of  the  Eaft-India  Company. 

After  what  has  lately  occurred, 
it  cannot  be  furprifing  that  expec¬ 
tations  and  imaginary  claims  fhould 
be  converted  into  rights,  in  the 
opinion  of  thefe  parties.  Encou¬ 
ragement  to  encroach  upon  the  ex- 
clufive  trade  of  the  Company  will 
naturally  excite  further  attempts  for 
thatpurpofe.  Nearly  all  the  parties 
who  have  figned  the  letter  in 
queftion,  and  who  arc  very  few  in 
number,  compared  with  the  large 


mafs  of  owners  of  fhips  of  800  tons, 
were  competitors  themfelves  for 
building  fhips  of  5  00  or  600  tons  ; 
but  when  their  offers  were  refufed 
by  the  court,  as  being  too  dear, 
then,  and  not  before,  they  came 
forward  to  remonftrate  againft  the 
prefent  plan.  Some  of  thefe  per¬ 
fons  are  alfo  owners  of  fmall  fhips, 
actually  employed  in  the  fervice  of 
the  Company  ;  fo  that  their  con¬ 
duct,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  muft 
appear  ftill  more  extraordinary. 

On  the  renewal  of  the  charter  in 
1793,  ftipulations  were  made  to 
encourage  the  export  of  the  manu¬ 
factures  and  produce  of  Great- Bri¬ 
tain,  and  the  court  of  directors  have 
exerted  their  utmoft  endeavours  to 
promote  and  increafe  that  objeCt. 
After  employing  every  fhip  of  800 
tons,  and  every  other  fhip  that  has 
any  claim  on  the  Company,  they 
have  not  room  or  tonnage  for  the 
exports  to  India.  In  this  predica¬ 
ment,  after  employing  every  fhip 
of  800  tons  that  is  at  home,  the 
court  have  advertifed  for  fhips  to 
carry  out  the  remainder  of  the  ex¬ 
ports  for  India.  The  perfons  who 
have  figned  the  letter  to  your  lord¬ 
fhip  refill  this  proceeding,  under 
the  eircumftances  I  have  deferibed. 
It  is  evident  they  are  fupported  by 
the  Indian  agents,  who,  by  check¬ 
ing  the  Company’s  exports,  would 
experience  a  greater  increafe  of 
their  own. 

But  the  refources  of  the  Company 
in  India  require  every  aid,  and  the 
produce  of  the  exports  from  Eu¬ 
rope  is  indifpenfable  to  enable  the 
Company  to  purchafe  in  India  the 
homeward  cargoes. 

The  objeCls  of  the  Company,  in 
introducing  fmall  fnips,  were  to 
obviate  an  objection,  on  the  part  of 
government,  to  the  confumption  of 
timber  of  a  large  fize,  to  furnifh 
tonnage  to  private  traders  at  the 
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loweft  rate  of  freight,  and  to  enable 
the  Company  to  export  fome  arti¬ 
cles  of  Britilh  manufacture  and  pro¬ 
duce  which  will  not  bear  a  high 
rate  of  freight,  It  fhould  feem, 
from  the  papers  now  before  the 
court,  that  private  traders  claim  a 
right  to  tonnage  in  the  fhips  of 
800  tons,  although  contrary  to 
their  own  intereft,  and  to  their 
conftant  arguments  in  favour  of  a 
pheap  rate  of  freight. 

It  cannot  efcape  your  lordfhip-s 
obfervation,  that  attempts  are  now 
made  by  the  private  traders  to  ob- 
itruft  the  Company  in  their  en¬ 
deavours  to  fulfill  the  objeCt  which 
they  themfelves  profefs  to  have  in 
view,  and  by  the  very  mode  which 
they  propofe  for  accomplifhing  it, 
namely,  that  of  bringing,  by  re¬ 
duced  freights,  to  this  country,  the 
largeft  pollible  (hare  of  the  trade 
pf  India. 

The  court,  however,  not  ad¬ 
mitting  the  legal  obligation,  have 
no  objection  to  give  private  traders 
their  choice  of  the  two  defcriptions 
pf  fhips,  if  fignified  in  proper  time, 
as  the  Company  will  find  no  diffi¬ 
culty  to  occupy  the  fmall  fhips  with 
gruff  goods,  and  thereby  to  avail 
themfelves  of  the  cheapeft  rate  of 
freight. 

I  haye  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Charles  Mills. 

Ebe  Rt.  lion,  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth^  Ifc. 

No.  XXVIII.— Letter  from  Sir 

Wi  LLIAM  PULTENEY  to  the 

Chairman* 

London,  6th  November  1801. 

SIR, 

I  intended  this  day  to  give  no¬ 
tice  in  the  houfe  of  commons  of  my 
Intention  to  make  the  motion  con¬ 
cerning  the  Eaft-India  Company, 
which  the  latenefs  of  the  feafon 
pbliged  me  laft  feffion  to  poftpone. 
The  houfe,  however,  adjourned  be¬ 
fore  I  went  down,  and  was  not  to 


return,  as  had  been  intended,  after 
prefen  ting  the  addrefs  to  day  to  his 
majefty.  I  cannot  therefore  give 
notice  before  Monday ;  and  as  I 
intend  to  propofe  Wednefday  next 
for  my  motion,  I  think  it  right  to 
acquaint  you,  for  the  information 
of  the  directors,  that  no  inconve¬ 
nience  may  arife  from  my  being 
prevented  to  day  from  giving  the 
notice  I  intended. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

William  Pulteney, 

Charles  Mills,  EJq. 

Chairman  of  the  E.  I.  Company. 

No.  XXIX.  —  Letter  fro7?i  the 
Chairman  to  Mr.  Addington. 
Mansfield-ftreet,  7th  November  1801. 

SIR, 

I  yefierday  evening  received  an 
intimation  from  fir  William  Pul¬ 
teney,  of  his  intention  to  give  no¬ 
tice  in  the  houfe  of  commons  on 
Monday,  that  he  fhould,  on  the 
Wednefday  following,  make  a  mo¬ 
tion  on  the  fubjeCl  of  Eaft-India 
affairs. 

Were  I  to  confult  my  own  per- 
fonal  eafe,  I  fhould  rejoice  that  the 
very  complicated  fubjeCt,  the  claims 
of  private  traders  to  and  from  In¬ 
dia,  were  to  be  difeuffed  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  of  which  I  have 
not  the  honour  to  be  a  member ; 
but  as  chairman  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company,  J  have  felt  it  my  duty 
to  prefs  on  your  attention  how  im- 
poffible  it  appears,  that  any  fatifr 
faiftory  refult  can  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  a  mode  of  proceed¬ 
ing.  To  undefined  claims,  urged 
before  the  Iegiilature,  on  the  ground 
of  political  expediency,  the  Eaft- 
India  Company,  I  apprehend,  are 
compelled  to  oppofe  their  rights, 
founded  on  a  deliberate  compact 
with  the  public,  after  a  laborious 
arid  minute  difeuffion  confirmed  by 
parliament.  The  rights  of  private 
traders,  and  alfo  the  mode  in  which 
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thefe  rights  {hall  be  enjoyed,  form 
a  part  of  this  compact,  and  thefe 
ftipulations  are  minutely  detailed 
and  ratified  by  the  a£l  of  1793. 
If  thefe  (hould  be  violated  without 
the  confent  or  concurrence  of  the 
Eaft-India  Company,  I  profefs  my- 
felf  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  how  any 
rights  can  remain  to  them,  or  to 
other  bodies  of  men  dependent  upon 
the  public  faith.  The  exclufive 
trade  to  and  from  India  has  been 
fecured  to  the  Company  for  a  li¬ 
mited  period  by  the  plighted  faith 
of  parliament,  fubjeft  to  limitations 
and  reftridtions  minutely  fpecified 
in  the  adl  of  1793.  Thefe  were 
adopted  under  the  impreflions  of 
public  interefts  and  private  rights, 
which  minifters  and  parliament  re¬ 
ceived  at  that  period,  the  term  is 
not  at  prefen t  half  expired  ;  and  if, 
from  a  different  view  of  public 
or  private  interefts,  the  rights  of 
the  Company  may  be  narrowed, 
they  may  alfo  be  overturned  ; 
and  it  rauft  be  underftood  in  fu¬ 
ture,  that  thofe  who  form  com¬ 
pacts  with  the  ftate,  hold  what 
they  have  underftood  to  be  rights 
during  the  go©d  pleafure  of  par¬ 
liament. 

You,  fir,  who  muft  be  ftrongly 
impreflcd  with  the  great  exertions 
made  by  the  Company,  and  a  large 
expenditure  of  their  property  in¬ 
curred  during  the  arduous  conteft 
in  which  this  nation  has  been  en¬ 
gaged,  will,  I  flatter  myfelf,  con¬ 
cur  in  thinking  that  the  firft  dawn 
of  peace  and  of  opening  profpedt  of 
re-eftablifhment  to  their  affairs,  ne- 
ceffarily  deranged  by  their  efforts 
in  the  public  fervice,  is  a  time 
rather  ungracioufly  chofen  for  this 
attempt.  I  need  not  fuggeft  to 
your  enlightened  mind  the  danger 
which  may  refult  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  India,  now  become  fo  im¬ 
portant  a  part  of  the  empire,  by  a 


too  curious  inquifition  into  the  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  their  affairs,  juft  emer¬ 
ging  from  the  di  ft  refs  of  an  eight 
years  war. 

At  the  fame  time  I  am  fen fi hie 
that  the  Eaft-India  Company  are 
ftrongly  implicated  with  the  public 
government  of  the  country,  and 
that  it  may  appear  equally  ungra¬ 
cious  on  their  part  to  oppofe  legal 
rights  in  the  rigid  letter  of  their 
compact  to  any  reafonable  change 
vvhich  the  public  intereft  may  feem 
to  require;  but  it  cannot  efcape 
your  obfervation,  that  the  changes 
made  on  fuch  a  principle  muft  be 
the  refult  of  mutual  and  friendly 
difcuftion  ;  and  I  believe  I  fpeak 
the  fentiments  of  the  court  of  di¬ 
rectors,  in  profeffing  myfelf  ready 
to  concur  in  any  meafure  which 
may,  after  difcuftion,  appear  con¬ 
fident  with  the  higher  and  more 
important  public  intereft,  the  fafety 
and  fecurity  of  the  Britifh  poffef- 
fions  in  India,  while  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  thefe  pofteflions  ftiall  be 
conduced  on  the  prefent  plan,  which 
I  prefume  to  think  wifely  chofen 
by  the  legislature,  the  financial 
property  of  the  Company  muft  be 
eflential  to  their  fafety  ;  and  this 
cannot  exift,  if  the  beneficial  com¬ 
merce  fhall  be  transferred  to  others, 
and  the  burthens  only  thrown  upon 
the  Company. 

I  cannot  clofe  this  letter,  with¬ 
out  returning  you  my  thanks  for 
the  candid  and  even  friendly  man¬ 
ner  in  which  you  have  been  pleafed 
to  receive  my  obfervations,  in  the 
various  converfations  with  which  I 
have  been  honoured  ;  if,  therefore, 
I  again  prefume  to  trouble  you,  I 
requeft  it  may  be  attributed  to  its 
true  caufe,  the  anxiety  which  my 
public  fituation  infpires,  and  to  a 
fincere  defire  that  any  arrangements 
which  the  public  intereft  may  really 
require,  (hould  not  be  impeded  by 

the 


138 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  fsoi. 


the  manner  in  which  the  bufinefs 
fhall  be  conduced. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  See. 

Charles  Mills. 

rLh:  Rt.  Hon .  Henry  Addington ,  &c. 

No.  XXX.  —  Letter  from.  Mr. 
Vansittart  to  the  Chair¬ 
man.  (Secret.) 

Treafury,  Monday  morn.  9th  Nov.  1801. 
DEAR  SIR, 

I  am  defired  by  Mr.  Addington 
to  inform  you  that  he  has  prevailed 
on  fir  Win,  Pulteney  to  defer  his 
notice  of  a  motion  relative  to  Indian 
affairs  ;  and  to  add,  that  he  is  very 
ferioufly  engaged  in  the  confidera- 
tion  of  this  important  fiibjedt,  and 
hopes  to  find  both  parties  difpofed 
to  fuch  an  arrangement  as  may  pre¬ 
vent  the  neceffity  of  any  public  dif- 
cuflion. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

N.  Vansittart. 

Charles  Mills ,  Efq. 

No.  XXXI.  —  Letter  from  the 
Chairman  to  Mr.  Vansittart. 
(Secret.) 

Eafl-India  Houfe.  9th  Nov.  1801. 
DEAR  SIR, 

I  have  received  the  favour  of  your 
letter  which  has  been  communicated 
to  a  fecret  court  of  directors.  And 
I  muft  beg  you  to  return  my  thanks 
to  Mr.  Addington,  for  the  part  he 
has  taken  in  prevailing  upon  fir 
Wm,  Pulteney  to  poffpone  his  mo¬ 


tion  relative  to  India  affairs,  as 
every  view  of  the  fubjeff  carries 
conviftion  to  my  mind,  that  no 
fatisfa&ory  refult  can  be  the  effeft 
of  an  adverfe  proceeding.  It  is 
impofiible  not  to  feel  great  fatisfac- 
tion  in  the  affurance,  that  Mr. 
Addington  is  himfelf  ferioufiy  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  confideration  of  this 
important  fubjedl ;  and  I  think  I 
may  venture  to  affure  him,  that  the 
court  of  directors  feel  difpofed,  as 
they  always  have  been,  to  fuch  a 
reasonable  arrangement  as  may  pre¬ 
vent  a  public  difeuffion. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

Charles  Mills. 

Nicholas  V anjittart , 

No.  XXXII. — Letter  from  Lori 
Dartmouth  to  the  Chairman. 

Biackheath,  20th  Nov.  1801. 

SIR, 

I  received  yefterday  the  favour 
of  your  letter  accompanying  the 
propofitions  agreed  to  as  the  bafis 
of  an  arrangement  for  the  private 
trade  ;  and  I  allure  you  that  it  is 
my  moll  earneft  wilh  that  they  may 
lead  to  fuch  an  accommodation  as 
fhall  be  to  the  mutual  advantage  of 
the  Eaft-India  Company  and  the 
public  parties,  whofeinterefts,  right¬ 
ly  considered,  I  conceive  to  be  in- 
feparable. 

I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Dartmouth. 

Charles  Mills ,  Efq. 
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PROCEEDINGS  IN  PARLIAMENT 

'  RELATIVE  TO  THE 

AFFAIRS  OF  INDIA, 

DURING  THE  FIFTH  SESSION  OF  THE  EIGHTEENTH  PARLIAMENT 

OF  GREAT  BRITAIN,  1801. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday,  ‘June  12 
Sir  W.  Pulteney  xofe,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  his  notice,  to  move  for 
the  production  of  certain  papers  re¬ 
lative  to  the  trade  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company.  He  made  fome  obfer- 
vations  on  the  rife  and  progrefs  of 
that  trade,  and  of  the  different  re¬ 
gulations  under  which  it  had  been 
placed,  from  the  earliell  period  of 
our  eftablifhment  in  that  country. 
The  trade,  he  remarked,  was  now 
open  to  all  foreigners  ;  he  did  not 
difapprove  of  the  permiflion  thus 
granted  to  them,  becaufe  it  tended 
to  increafe  and  encourage  the  com¬ 
merce  of  the  Company.  He  was 
only  at  a  lofs  to  fee  why  it  was  not 
extended  to  the  fubjedis  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  government  as  well  as  to  fo¬ 
reigners.  The  latter  were,  by  that 
privilege,  enabled  to  come  into 
competition  with  the  Company  it- 
felf,  and  to  injure  it  in  the  market 
in  the  fale  of  feveral  articles.  In 
the  objection  urged  againft  extend¬ 
ing  this  privilege  to  Britifh.  fub- 
jecls  at  large,  namely,  that  it  would 
tend  to  the  accumulation  of  Britifh 
capital  in  India,  from  whence  it 
would  not  return,  and  that  it  would 
tend  to  ereCt  India  into  a  colony  fo 
great  as  to  endanger  its  connec¬ 
tion  with  and  dependence  upon 
Great  Britain,  he  confcfled  that  he 
could  not  difcover  any  very  great 
weight.  The  arguments,  however, 
it  was  not  in  his  contemplation  at 


prefent  to  difcufs.  They  embraced 
much  matter  both  of  political  and 
commercial  controverfy.  At  pre¬ 
fent  he  fhould  confine  himfelf  to 
move  for  certain  papers,  which  con¬ 
tained  information  of  a  nature  to 
enlighten  and  to  regulate  that  dif- 
cuffion  which  he  trufted  would  fe- 
rioufly  take  place  in  the  enfuing* 
felfion  of  parliament.  The  hon. 
baronet  concluded  by  moving, 
((  That  there  be  laid  before  the 
houfe  copies  of  the  feveral  papers 
relative  to  the  trade  between  India 
and  Europe,  which  had  been  printed 
by  order  of  the  Eaft-India  Com¬ 
pany  for  the  ufe  and  information  of 
the  proprietors  of  India  flock.” 

Some  verbal  amendments  were 
afterwards  made  in  this  motion. 

Sir  F.  Baring  then  rofe  in  de¬ 
fence  of  the  directors.  The  allow¬ 
ing  of  fhips  built  in  India  to  im¬ 
port  goods  into  this  country,  he 
contended,  would  be  ruinous  to  the 
Company,  and  detrimental  to  the 
Empire  at  large.  He  urged  the  dis¬ 
couragement  which  would  be  given 
to  Britifh  (hipping,  the  danger  of 
colonization,  and  the  injuftice  of 
invading  the  Company's  charter. 
[We  are  brief  in  our  notice  of  the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  baronet,  as 
his  arguments  are  all  to  be  found 
in  the  addrefs  of  the  diredors  on 
this  fubjeft  to  their  conftituents.] 

Mr.  Dundas  fpoke  in  reply, 
and  with  uncommon  animation. 
He  declared  himfelf  as  much  alive 

to 
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to  the  intcreds  of  the  Ead-India 
Company  as  was  the  hon.  baronet. 
If  by  fuch  a  meafure  he  thought 
that  they  were  to  fuffer,  he  would 
refiflp  it  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power. 
He  was  formerly  convinced  that 
the  monopoly  of  the  Company  was 
necedary,  and  that  on  the  perma¬ 
nence  of  the  prefent  form  of  go¬ 
vernment  in  India,  depended  all  the 
advantages  which  we  might  reafon- 
ably  expetd  from  that  valuable  coun¬ 
try.  He  now  thought  that  thofe 
were  not  the  true  friends  of  the 
Company  who  held  the  language  of 
the  hon*  baronet,  which  mult  tend 
to  render  it  univerfally  odious. 
There  was  not  a  man  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  he  wras  convinced,  fo  bold  as 
to  alk  upon  fuch  ground  for  a  re¬ 
newal  of  the  Company's  charter. 
The  (hipping  of  this  country,  he 
was  equally  certain,  could  not  be 
injured  by  the  meafure  propofed. 
It  was  not  againd  the  navigation 
aft,  as  that  allowed  every  country 
to  import  into  Great  Britain  its 
own  produce  in  its  own  (hipping. 
Why  then  (hould  this  privilege  be 
withheld  from  India  ?  Was  it  be- 
caufe  it  was  a  province  of  our 
mighty  empire,  and  that  whatever 
increafes  its  profperity  ferves  to 
add  to,  and  fortify  our  own  ?  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  here  dated 
the  fubdance.  of  the  difpatch  of  the 
directors,  which  the  board  of  con- 
troul  had  forbidden  to  be  fent  to 
India,  with  the  ground  of  that  pro¬ 
hibition.  He  was  fo  far  from  feel¬ 
ing  any  jealoufy  with  refpeft  to  the 
admidion  of  India  drips  into  our 
ports,  that  he  dill  hoped  to  fee  our 
dock-yards  filled  with  Jbtps  of  <w a r 
built  in  that  country.  Since  our 
commerce  had  increafed  beyond  the 
means  of  carrying  it  on,  he,  for 
one,  could  not  fee  the  policy  of  di~ 
minifhing  thofe  means.  He  had 
thought  long  and  deliberately  on 


this  fubjedt,  and  was  now  riveted 
to  the  opinions  which  he  expreded. 
He  was  extremely  forry  that  he  had 
differed  with  the  directors ;  but  he 
had  the  fatisfa&ion  to  know,  that 
though  all  their  names  dood  upon 
the  report,  yet  fome  of  the  mod 
intelligent  of  them  agreed  in  fenti- 
ment  with  him.  But  if  all  had 
been  unanimous  on  a  policy  fo  il¬ 
liberal,  it  dill  (hould  have  had  his 
refidance.  There  were  others  fully 
as  able  as  himfelf  to  form  an  im¬ 
partial  and  a  difintereded  opinion 
on  the  affairs  of  India.  All  the 
mod  enlightened  and  bed  informed 
fervants  of  the  Company  were  for 
the  trade  being  laid  open.  The 
late  and  the  prefent  governors-ge- 
neral,  amongd  others,  were  ot  this 
opinion.  He  threw  out  fome  hints 
as  to  fome  of  the  diradors  oppofmg 
the  meafure,  merely  as  Jhip-o<vjnersy 
and  cenfured  their  efforts  to  raife  a 
clamour  againd  it,  amongd  men 
who  were  fimilarly  concerned. 
The  fear  of  aggrandizing  our  co¬ 
lony,  and  the  other  arguments  of 
the  hon.  baronet,  he  treated  as  un¬ 
worthy  of  notice.  It  gave  him 
pain,  he  faid,  to  fee  the  Company 
thus  deluded,  and  thus  to  (land 
upon  the  tiptoe  of  their  privileges. 
The  proprietors  fhould  recoiled, 
that  over- zealous  friends  often  prove 
to  be  the  mod  dangerous  ot  ene¬ 
mies. 

Mr.  Thornton  was  apprehen- 
five  lead  a  door  (hould  be  opened  to 
an  invafion  on  the  rights  of  the 
Company,  as  it  might  never  again 
be  (hut  whild  any  thing  remained 
to  the  Company  worth  taking.  He 
obferved,  that  nearly  an  equal  num¬ 
ber  of  the  court  of  directors  was 
decidedly  againd  the  meafure. 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  that  in  his  judg¬ 
ment  there  could  not  be  the  dighteh 
objection  to  the  motion  before  the 
houfe.  The  public  had  a  right  to 
(»  be 
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be  minutely  informed  of  every  thing 
relating  to  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft- 
India  Company.  The  queflion  in¬ 
volved  points  of  the  utmob  impor¬ 
tance,  and  that  gentlemen  fhould  be 
enabled  todifcufs  it  in  the  next  feilion 
of  parliament,  they  fhould  of  courfe 
be  put  in  poffeffion  of  every  necef- 
fary  document.  T  he  hon.  baronet 
had  Did,  that  he  himfelf  fhould  be  a 
gainer  by  the  meafure.  Ke  did  not 
fee  how  this  could  be,  unlefs  the 
meafure  was  beneficial  to  the  Britifh 
merchant  and  to  Britifh  commerce. 
The  hon.  baronet  then  confeffed  that 
his  interefl  as  a  merchant,  and  his 
duty  as  dire&or,  flood  completely 
at  variance ! 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr. 
Lushington,  Mr.  Johnson,  and 
Dr.  Laurence,  the  motion  was 
put  and  carried. 

It  was  afterwards  ordered,  that 
there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  a 
copy  of  the  difpatch  tranfmitted  by 
the  court  of  directors  to  the  board  of 
control,  and  intended  to  have 
been  fent  out  to  India — a  copy  of 
the  proceedings  at  a  general  court 
of  proprietors,  held  May  28  ” — and 
feveral  other  papers  of  a  fimilar  na¬ 
ture. 

INDIA  BUDGET. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on 
the  accounts  lately  prefented  re- 
fpeTing  the  finances  of  the  Eafl-In- 
dia  Company.  Mr.  Dundas,  on 
this  occafion,  refumed  his  ufual  feat, 
and  addreffed  the  chairman.  He  had 
annually  laid,  for  the  laft  feven 
years,  he  faid,  a  flatement  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Eafl-India  Company. 
Upon  this  talk  he  was  now  to  en¬ 
ter,  and  he  fhould  purfue  the  line 
which  he  had  traced  out  on  former 
occafions.  It  was  his  duty,  there¬ 
fore,  to  give  firft  a  flatement  of  the 
affairs  of  each  fettlement,  and  then 


combining  thefe  together,  to  fhew 
the  whole  amount  of  the  debts, 
abets,  &c.  of  the  Company  in  In¬ 
dia.  He  fhould  afterwards  advert 
to  the  bate  of  their  affairs  at  home, 
and  leave  it  to  be  feen,  from  the  re- 
fult  of  the  whole,  whether  the  fit u- 
tion  of  the  Company  was  improving 
or  becoming  worfe.  The  minu  re¬ 
liefs  of  detail  which  was  neceffary 

✓ 

upon  former  occafions  would  not 
now  be  required,  as  the  accounts 
were  perfectly  accurate,  and  not 
liable  to  any  comment  whatever. 
He  felt  fome  fatisfaftion  in  obferving 
the  thinnefs  of  the  Houfes  to  which 
he  had  of  late  years  addreffed  him¬ 
felf  on  this  fubjedl.  In  1783  and 
1784  the  word  (t  India”  could  not 
be  mentioned  without  crowding  the 
Houfe,  and  filling  every  bench. 
This  fpirit  of  party  was  of  long 
continuance.  Of  late,  however, 
the  profperous  bate  of  the  Company's 
affairs  had  left  no  doubt  of  the 
wifdom  of  its  government,  and  his 
batements  had  met  with  no  opposi¬ 
tion.  He  had  reafon  therefore  to 
congratulate  himfelf  on  the  manner 
in  which  he  was  now  attended  to. 
[There  were  about  bxty  members 
prefent.] 

The  accounts  which  he  had  to 
prefent  were  under  three  different 
heads. 

In  the  firji  inbance,  they  bated 
the  average  amount  of  the  revenue 
and  expenditure  of  the  Company  for 
the  lab  three  years. 

Secondly ,  The  ebimates  of  the 
lab  compared  with  the  refult  of  the 
prefent  year. 

And,  thirdly ,  The  ebimates  of 
the  prefent  year,  which  were  at  a 
future  day  to  be  compared  with  the 
refult. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  then 
proceeded  to  read  the  feveral  ac¬ 
counts  as  follows  : 


ABSTRACT 


142 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  isdi* 


ABSTRACT  OF  STATEMENTS  RE¬ 
LATIVE  TO  THE  ACCOUNTS  OF 
THI  EAST-INDIA  COMPANY. 

BENGAL  l8oi. 

Current  rupee  at  is. 
RevenuesNo,  1.  Aver.  1797-8 

t°i799-i8°o  -  -  ^£.6, 147,031 

More  than  average  laft  drawn  266,944 
No.  3.  Eftimated  for  1799- 

1800  -  -----  6,196,733 

Adlual  amount  -  -  -  6,5 04,738 

More  than  eftimate  -  -  -  308,005 

Charges  No**).  Eftimated  for 

1790-1800  -  -  -  -  4,157,553 

Actual  amount  -  -  -  4,332,991 

More  than  eftimate  -  -  -  175,438 

Dedudf  excels  of  charge  from 
excels  of  revenue,  the  net  re¬ 
venue  is  more  than  eftimated  132,567 

Eftimates  1800-1  Sot. 

And  the  net  revenue  for  1799-. 

18001s  -----  2,171,747 


And  the  net  charge  of  the  year 
179S_18°o  is  •  -  -  -  3t©,3% 

Eftimates  1800-1801. 

Revenues  No.  4  -  3,273,071 

Charges  No.  5  -  -  -  -  2,723,112 

Net  charge  *  -  -  450,041 

Revenues  eftimated  more  than 
adlual  1799-1800  -  -  -  45°)535 

Charges  ditto  more  than  ditto  590, 193 

Net  charge  for  1800-1801,  efti¬ 
mated  more  than  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year  -  -  139,658 

BOMBAY. 

Rupee  at  is.  ift. 

Revenues  No.  7.  Average 

1797-8  to  1799-1800  -  -  376,146 

More  than  average  laft  drawn  33,342 

Eftimated  for  1799-1800  -  368,366 

Actual  amount  -  415,663 

More  than  eftimate  -  47,279 


Revenues  No.  l  -  6,399,204 

Charges  No.  2  -  -  -  -  4,422,048 


Net  revenue  -  -  -  -  1,917,156 


Revenues  eftimated  lefs  than 

1799-1800  -  -  -  -  -  165,534 

Cnarges  ditto  more  than  ditto  89,057 
Net  revenue  eftimated  for  1800- 
1,801  lefs  thap  preceding 
year  -------  254,591 


Charges.  Eftimated  for  1799- 


1800  -  -  - 

- 

1,450,476 

Aflual  amount  -  - 

- 

M95>27° 

More  than  eftimate 

Deduct  the  excefs  of  charge 
from  the  excefs  of  revenue, 
and  the  net  charge  is  lefs 

■  44.794 

than  eftimated 

And  the  net  charge 

of  the 

-  2,503 

year  1799-1800  is 

- 

1,079,607 

MADRAS. 

Pagodas  at  8r. 

Revenues  No.  4.  Average 
1797-8  to  1799-1800,  exclu- 
five  of  Ceylon  generally,  and 
Myfore  in  the  laft  year  -  1,968,815 

More  than  average  laft  drawn  -  97,363 

No-  6,  eftimated  for  1799- 

1800  2,507,594 

Actual  amount  -  -  -  2,822,536 

More  than  eftimate  -  -  -  314,942 

Charges.  Eftimated  for  1790- 

1800 . 2,739,230 

Actual  amount  -  -  _  _  3,132,919 

More  than  eftimate  -  -  -  393,689 

Deducting  excefs  of  revenue 
from  excels  of  charge,  the 
net  charge  is  more  than  efti¬ 
mated  ------  78,  "47 


Eftimates  1800-1801. 

Revenues  No.  7  -  -  -  -  300,475 

Charges  ‘No.  8  -  -  -  -  1,051,693 

%■-  ■  ■w^T-w— — 

Net  charge  -----  751,218 

Revenues  eftimated  lefs  than 

1799-1800  -----  115,188 

Charges  ditto  ditto  ditto  -  448^577 

Net  charge  eftimated  for  18001 
lefs  than  preceding  ytar  -  328.389 

BENCOOLFN  AND  OTHER  SET¬ 
TLEMENTS. 

Spanijh  dollars  at  51. 

Revenues  or  f  ort  Mailbro’,  on 
average  of  three  years, 

1756-7  to  1798-9,  the  fame 

as  itated  laft  year  -  ,5,  ,53*5 

Charges  ditto  ditto  ditto,  -  113,214 

Net  charge  -----  107.675 

Supplies 
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Supplies  from  Bengal  to  Fort 
Marlbro’,  to  Penang,  See. 
eftimated  for  1799-1800,  -  100,920 

Aflual  amount  -  171,363 

More  than  eftimated  -  -  70,443 

Supplies  eftimated  for  1800-1  -  82,360 


GENERAL  VIEW. 

Refult  of  the  vear  1799-1800  collectively. 
Revenues.  Bengal  6.504,738 
Madras  2,822,536 
Bombay  415,603 

Total  revenues  -  -  -  -  9,742,93 7 
Charges.  Bengal  4,332,991 
Madras  3,132,919 
Bombay  1,495,270 

Total  charges  -  -  -  8,961,180 

Net  revenue  of  the  three  pre- 

fidencies  -----  781,757 
Deduft  fupplies  to  Bencoolen, 

Sec- . -  171»3^3 

The  remainder  is  -  -  -  -  610,394 

Wr„, |  1^,^ 

And  deduced  from  intereft 
paid  on  the  debts  at 

Bengal  -  642,818 
Madras  -  253,667 
Bombay  -  82,371 

-  978,856 

The  deficit  of  revenue  from  the 

territories,  &c.  is  368,462 

And  dedu&ed  from  the  amount 
of  fales  of  imports  -  706, 495 

The  remainder  -----  338,033 
Is  the  amount  applicable  to  the 
purpofes  of  commerce- 
Amount  advanced  for  the  purchafe  of  in- 
veftments,  payments  of  commercial 
charges,  and  in  aid  of  China  inveft- 
ment. 

At  Bengal  -  1,197,764 
Madras  -  851,483 

Bombay  -  315,993 
Bencoolen  -  30,504 

Total  adv  ance  for  inveftment  2,395,744 
Cargoes  invoiced  from  India  to 
Europe  in  1799-1800,  with 
charges . 2.168302 


C  E  N  E  R  A  L  VI  E  W . 

Refult  of  the  eft’ mates  1800-1  c  olletlively. 
Revenues.  Bengal  6,339,204 
Madras  3,273,071 
Bombay  300,475 


Charges .  Bengal  4,422,048 
v  Madras  3,723,112 
Bombay  1,051,693 

Total  charges  -  -  -  -  9,196,853 

Net  eftimated  revenue  of  the 

three  prefidencies  -  7 1 5, 897 

Deduct  lupplies  to  Bencoolen  -  82,360 

Remainder  -  -  -  -  -  -  633,537 
Dedufted  from  intereft  on  debts 

No.  16  -  -  -  -  -  1,082,042 

Shews  the  net  deficiency  of  the 
revenues  from  the  territories 

to.be . 448,505 

Which  dedufted  from  the 
eftimated  account  of  fales  of 
imports  No.  15  -  -  -  591,975 

The  remainder  is  -  -  -  -  143,47® 

And  is  the  amount  eftimated  to 
be  applicable  in  the  year 
1800-1  to  purchafe  of  inveft- 
ments,  payments  of  commer¬ 
cial  charges,  &c. 


HOME  ACCOUNTS. 
Aggregate  amount  of  fales 

1800:1  "  -  "  -  ;  10,323,452 

More  than  lalt  year  162,842 
Excefs  on  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  goods  alone  234,314 
Excels  on  private 

trade  goods  -  45,112 

Deficiency  on  neutral 

property  -  -  116,584 

The  fale  of  the  Company’s 
goods  eftimated  at  -  6,675,000 

A  dually  amounted  to  -  -  7,382,849 

Being  more  than  eftimated  -  927,041 

1  he  receipts  of  the  fales  of  the 
Company’s  goods  eftimated  at  6,201 ,000 
Actually  amounted  to  -  7,382,849 

Being  more  than  eftimated  -  1,181,849 

Charges  and  profit  on  private 

trade  eftimated  at  -  loo,cco 

Actually  amounted  to  -  -  -  133,429 

Being  more  than  eftimated  -  33*429 


GENERAL  RESULT. 

Although  the  adiual  receipts 
have  fallen  ftiort  of  the  efti- 
10  a  ted  upwards  of  8oo,ocol. 
from  a  difappointment  in  an 
expected  payment  fiom  go- 
verimieni,  and  from  defer¬ 
ring  the  difpofal  of  the  loy¬ 
alty  loan;  and  although  the 


Total  revenues 


payments 
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payments  have  been  exceeded 
by  an  enlarged  fupply  to  In¬ 
dia,  yet  the  very  favourable 
produce  from  the  fales  of 
goods,  and  the  extenfion  of 
time  for  liquidation  of  the 
debts  to  the  Bank,  have  fo 
operated,  that  the  balance  of 
cafh  eftimated  to  be,  on  the 
1  ft  March  1801,  againft  the 
Company  in  -  -  -  -  _  -  368,013 

Actually  proved  to  be  in  their 

favour  to  the  amount  of  -  930,590 

Being  more  favourable  than 

eftimated  by  -  -  -  1,298,603 


DEBTS  IN  INDIA. 

Amount  ftated  laft  year  -  12,995,526 

Amount  this  year  by  No.  16  14,640,402 

Increafe  -  -  -  -  -  1,644,876 

Debts  transferred  in  the  year 

No.  17  -  -  -  -  345>3°7 

Debts  bearing  mtereft. 

Amount  laft  year  -  -  10,190,528 

Amount  this  year  -  -  -  12,301,570 


Increafe  of  debts  bearing  in- 

tereft  -  -  -  -  -  -  2,111,042 


Amount  of  intereft  payable  by 

the  accounts  of  laft  year  -  915,687 

Amount  qf  intereft  payable  this 
year  by  No.  16  -  1,082,042 

Increafe  of  intereft  payable  an¬ 
nually  - . 166,355 


ASSETS  IN  INDIA, 
Confiftingof cafh, goods,  (lores, 

&c.  laft  year  -  -  -  -  10,259,107 

Do.  do.  do.  by  the.  prefent 

ftatements  No.  21  -  -  H,569>553 


Bank,  without  reckoning  in 
any  extraordinary  aids  to  the 
receipts,  the  balance  on  lft 
March  1802  is  expedled  to 
be  in  favour  of  the  Company  486,731 


DEBTS  AT  HOME. 

On  lft  of  March  1800  -  -  5,830,222 
On  lft  of  March  1801  -  -  5,393,989 

Decreafe  -  -  -  -  -  436,233 


VSSETS  AT  home  AND  AFLOAT. 

On  lft  March  1800  -  -  16,185,950 

On  lft  March  1801  -  -  15,404,736 

Decreafe  -  -  -  -  -  -  781,214 

.  y  *  .  - 

Deducing  decreafe  of  debts 
from  decreafe  of  affets,  the 
ftate  of  the  concern  at  home 
is  worfe  in  this  year  by  -  344,981 


CHINA  AND  ST.  HELENA. 

Balance  at  China  laft  year 
againft  -  220,022 

Balance  in  China,  by 
the  prefent  ac¬ 

counts,  in  favour  1,226,079 

Better  this  year  at 

China  -  -  -  1,446,101 

Balance  at  St. Helena 
in  favour,.  Sept.  30 
1798  .  -  -  *  *  62,235 

Ditto,  ditto,  Sept. 

30,  1799  -  "  “ 

Worfe  at  St.  Helena 
by  the  prefent  ac¬ 
counts  -  -  -  -  3^69 

Net  improvements  at  China 
and  St.  Helena  -  -  -  1,442,232 


58,366 


Increafe  of  affets  *  -  ~  i,31o,446 

Dedu6i  increafe  of  affets  from 
increafe  of  debts,  the  ftate 
of  the  Company’s  affairs  will 
appear  worfe  by  -  -  -  -  334:43° 


GENERAL  COMPARISON  OF  DEBTS 
AND  ASSETS. 

Increafe  of  debts  in  India  -  1,644,876 

Decreafe  of  debts  at  home  -  436>233 

Net  increafe  of  debts  -  -  1,208,643 


Eftimatr  i8ot-2. 

Receipt  for  fale  of  Company’s 

goods  -  -  -  -  -  -  7,16i,91^ 

RESU  LT. 

The  effimated  refult  of  the  cafh 
tranfa&ions  of  this  year  is, 
after  calculating  on  payments 
on  account  of  India  and 
China,  in  an  amount  exceed¬ 
ing  four  millions,  and  for 
the  difeharge  of  debts  to  the 


Increafe  of  affets  in 

India  -  -  -  1,310,446 

Decreafe  of  affets  at 
home  -  -  -  781,214 


Increafe  - 
Add  net  improved 
balance  at  China 
and  St.  Helena  as 
follows — 


529,232 


China 
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China  *  -  r  -  1,446  lol 

Dedud  St.  Helena  -  3)869 


1,442,832 

/  ■  - 

Total  increafe  of  affets  -  -  1,971,464 

Deducing  the  above  increafe  - 

of  debts  from  the  increafe  of 
aflets,  an  improvement  would 
appear  to  have  been  made  in 
the  ftate  of  the  Company’s 
affairs  in  the  courfe  of  the 
year  to  the  amount  of  -  -  762,821 

But  the  following  fusns  remain 
to  be  deducted  for  bills  on 
account  of  India,  adjufted  in 
No.  24,  but  not  included  by 
No.  16,  or  in  that  at  home 

by  No  23  -  -  31 9>9J5 

For  the  value  of  car¬ 
goes  to  India  in- 
clnded  in  the  home 
affets,  but  arrived 
fo  as  to  form  part 
of  the  flock  there 
on  the  30th  April 
1800  -  -  -  -  280,441 

-  672,356 

The  remaining  total  -  90,465 

is  the  amount  in  which  the 
general  ftate  of  the  whole 
concern  has  amended  during 
the  laft  year,  fubjed,  how¬ 
ever,  to  fuch  adjuftments  as 
raay  refult  from  the  fettle-  . 
ment  of  the  accounts  between 
Government  and  the  Com¬ 
pany. 

Mr,  Dundas,  after  concluding 
this  perfpicuous  and  fatisfadory 
ftatement,  faid,  that  he  at  one  time 
intended  to  have  founded  on  it  cer¬ 
tain  jrefolutions,  but,  on  a  nearer 
conftderation,  it  had  ftruck  him 
that  he  fhould  not  be  ading  in  a 
candid  or  manly  manner,  were  he 
not  to  explain  the  means  by  which 
he  propofed,  that  the  flattering 
views  which  he  had  held  forth  in 
the  laft  felfton  of  parliament,  fhould 
be  realized.  He  ftiould  firft  remind 
the  houfe  of  what  he  had  then  faid. 
[Here  the  right  hon.  gentleman  read 
a  long  extract  from  his  fpeech  of  laft 
year.]  1  he  expectations  which  he 
then  held  our,  he  now  felt  no  doubt, 
VOL.  3. 


would  be  accompliftied ;  and  he 
owed  it  to  the  public,  to  the  go¬ 
vernment,  and  to  his  fucceffors,  to 
ftate  explicitly  in  what  manner  he 
thought  they  would  be  fulfilled. 
He  defired  to  be  indulged,  in  the 
firft  inftance,  whilft  making  a  few 
general  obfervations.  Tn  the  year* 
1 793-4,  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company  were  in  fuch  a  ftate  of 
diforder  and  embarraflment,  that 
many  were  of  opinion  that  the 
Company  muft  be  abfolutely  dif- 
folved.  Others  were  inclined  to 
believe,  that,  by  introducing  a  clear- 
nefs  into  the  concerns  of  the  Com¬ 
pany,  by  laying  a  ftate  of  its  af¬ 
fairs  regularly  before  the  public, 
and  by  adhering  to  a  ftrid  economy, 
it  might  be  refcued  from  its  diffi¬ 
culties,  and  in  time  eftablifhed  in 
independence  and  profperity.  Thofe 
that  were  of  the  latter  opinion  pro¬ 
cured  their  plan  to  be  adopted ;  fun- 
fhinefoon  fucceeded  chaos,  and  from 
that  time  to  the  prefent,  the  politics 
and  commerce  of  the  Company  had 
flourished  even  beyond  the  hope  of 
its  moft  fanguine  well-wifhers. 
From  the  wife  councils  and  brilliant 
exploits  of  the  Marquis  Cornwallis, 
and  of  the  prefent  governor  general, 
all  our  enemies  in  that  quarter  had 
been  fubdued,  and  our  poffeffions  in 
India  placed  upon  the  bafts  of  pen. 
fed  fecurity.  The  event,  no  doubt, 
moft  to  be  rejoiced  at,  was  the  fall 
of  Tippoo  Sultaun.  Whilft  that 
reftlefs  tyrant  was  alive,  confidence 
could  not  have  exifted,  and  all  that 
could  have  been  expeded  was  an- 
armed  truce.  He  had  even  checked 
the  agriculture  of  the  Company’s 
poffeflions,  and  in  every  way  ob- 
ftruded  their  improvement.  Every 
feditious  Polygar  and  Circar  was 
led  to  revolt,  relying  on  Tippoo 
for  afliftance.  The  Nizam  of  the 
Decan,  from  a  dangerous  enemy, 
had  lately  been  converted  into  an 
X  K  ufehq 
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nfeful  ally,  and  now  paid  a  large 
body  of  British  troops  employed  to 
defend  him.  The  profperity  of  the 
country,  in  confequence  of  t'hefe 
changes,  had  advanced  with  the 
greateft  rapidity,  and  the  hope  of 
its  continuance  was  built  on  the 
fureft  foundation.  Vigilance  might 
ffcill  beneceflary,but  vigilance  would 
not  be  fufficient.  He  advifed  his 
fucceffors  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  on 
our  great  rival  in  Europe,  and  on 
the  events  which  may  take  place  in 
Perfia,  and  towards  the  fource  of 
the  Indus,  and,  if  they  did  this,  he 
could  a  flu  re  them  that  they  had  no¬ 
thing  more  to  apprehend.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  then  proceeded  to 
give  the  outline  of  his  plan.  Not¬ 
withstanding  the  many  difad  van¬ 
tages,  he  obferved,  with  which  the 
Company  had  to  encounter  for  the 
laft  eleven  years,  the  fate  of  its  af¬ 
fairs  had  been  greatly  meliorated. 
He  did  not  think,  therefore,  that 
he  fpoke  too  fanguinely,  when  he 
faid,  that  he  was  not  afraid  to  meet 
an  Indian  debt  of  fourteen  millions 
Sterling.  He  did  not  hefitate  now 
to  declare,  that,  within  the  term  of 
its  charter,  it  had  the  means  of  dif- 
charging  the  whole  of  this  debt,  to 
accumulate  the  fum  which  it  was 
required  by  ad  of  parliament  to 
have  as  a  guaranty  for  the  fulfilment 
of  its  engagements,  and  to  pay  to 
the  public  the  fum  which  it  had  en¬ 
gaged  to  pay  in  confideration  of  the 
renewal  of  its  charter.  It  was  his 
purpofe  to  recommend  to  the  Com¬ 
pany  to  borrow,  on  the  conclufion 
of  peace,  the  fum  of  ten  millions, 
for  the  purpofe  ofliquidating  its  In¬ 
dian  debt.  He  knew  that  there 
Were  objections  to  this  plan,  but 
there  were  none,  in  his  opinion, 
which  could  not  eafily  be  obviated. 
He  then  Stated  the  following  heads 
of  the  plan,  on  which,  he  faid,  he 
founded  his  reliance.  In  the  firjl 


place,  by  arrangements  to  be  made 
abroad,  one  million  annually  is  to 
be  faved  from  the  revenues  of  the 
Company,  and  applied  to  the  pur¬ 
pofe  of  investments.  Secondly ,  in, 
veftments  are  to  be  made  every  year 
to  the  amount  of  four  millions  in 
India  and  China,  in  equal  propor¬ 
tions.  In  the  third  place,  the 
Company  is  to  avail  itfelf,  within 
the  fpace  of  four  years,  of  the 
power  which  it  has  by  its  charter 
to  encreafe  its  capital  Stock  by 
2,5 00,000./.  to  be  advanced  annu¬ 
ally.  Fourthly ,  the  proceeds  of  the 
fales  at  Leadenhall  Street  are  to  be 
employed  to  reduce  the  debt  in 
India  :  and  lajUy>  this  plan  is  to 
go  on  until  the  debt  is  reduced  to 
4,5  00,000/.  a  fum  as  low  as  it  can 
be  reduced  to  with  fafety.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  then  entered 
into  the  confideration  of  each  of 
thefe  particulars,  Shewing  the  prac¬ 
ticability  of  each  of  them,  and  the 
certainty  of  their  joint  operation. 
By  the  year  I8O9,  he  Stated,  the 
whole  of  this  plan  might  be  accom¬ 
plished.  He  dwelt  with  great  force 
on  the  advantages  which  would  be 

O 

derived  from  the  reduction  of  the 
Company’s  debts.  The  great,  and 
the  only  enemy  we  had  to  fear  in 
India,  was  the  Indian  debt.  After 
this  was  difcharged,  empire  in 
the  Eaft  would  be  foUfcded  on  an 
immoveable  bafis,  and  no  enemy 
could  contend  with  us  in  that  quar¬ 
ter  of  the  world.  We  could  there 
keep  on  foot  an  immenfe  army  for 
five  or  fix  years,  without  being 
more  embarraSTed  than  we  are  at 
prefent ;  and  even  then  we  Should 
have  an  unlimited  credit  arifing 
from  the  good  faith  which  we  had 
previously  Shewn.  It  gave  him  no 
Small  confolation,  on  his  retiring 
from  office,  to  be  able  to  give  fuch 
an  account  of  his  administration, 
and  to  hold  out  fuch  pleafing  pro- 

fpe&s. 
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fpeCts.  Having  concluded  this  ftate- 
ment  of  his  plan  for  meliorating  the 
finances  of  India,  he  proceeded  to 
obferve,  that  apian,  which  was  cal¬ 
culated  to  produce  fo  great  a  revo¬ 
lution  within  the  fpace  of  a  few 
years,  would  be  likely  to  excite 
not  merely  furprife,  but  incredulity. 
But  when  the  data  on  which  it  was 
founded  were  fairly  laid  before  the 
public,  he  was  convinced  that  they 
would  do  away  every  poflible  ob¬ 
jection  to  the  accuracy  of  the  ftate- 
ment.  He  had  fondly  looked  for¬ 
ward  to  a  period  of  peace  for  giving 
effeCt  to  his  fcheme ;  but  though, 
from  various  circumflances,  he  was 
not  himfelf  to  carry  it  into  execu¬ 
tion,  he  rejoiced  in  the  profpeCt 
which  offered  itfelf  to  his  fucceffors 
in  office.  He  would  rejoice  in  their 
joy,  and  participate  in  the  pleafure 


of  their  fuccefs.  He  knew  not  whe¬ 
ther  he  lbould  live  to  fee  the  plan 
carried  to  perfection,  but  he  fhould 
never  ceafe  to  reflect  with  fatisfac- 
tion  on  eighteen  years  of  his  life, 
employed  in  contributing  to  fo  great 
a  national  objeCt,  and  in  exerting 
every  means  in  his  power  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  national  profperity.  He 
would  lay  his  head  down  in  tran¬ 
quillity  on  the  pillow  of  death,  in 
the  profpeCt  of  leaving  this  fcheme 
in  the  hands  of  thofe  upright  and 
able  perfons  who  were  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  to  the  fame  important  public 
end. 

Some  converfation  on  the  price 
of  freight  took  place  acrofs  the 
table  between  Mr.  Dundas  and 
Sir  F.  Baring. 

The  refolutions  were  then  put, 
and  agreed  to* 
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From  the  28 th  May  1801,  to  the  end  of  December 

following. 


Thursday,  May  28,  1801. 
This  day  a  general  court  was 
held,  when  the  chairman  explained, 
that  the  proprietors  were  called  to¬ 
gether  in  confequence  of  a  letter 
fubfcribed  by  forty. three  proprie¬ 
tors,  requiring  a  general  court  to 
be  convened  for  fpecial  purpofes. 

The  letter  was  read  by  the  clerk, 
and  was  as  follows : 

“  We,  being  proprietors  of  Eaft-India 
flock,  duly  qualified  according  to  law, 
requeft  that  a  general  court  may  be 
iummoned  on  fpecial  affairs,  at  which 
we  Ihall  fubmit  to  the  confideration  of 
the  court,  whether  it  is  not  expedient 
to  obtain  further  information  refpe^ting 
the  trade  between  India  and  Europe, 
in  order  to  form  an  intelligent,  juft,  and 
final  conclufion  on  that  fubjedi.” 
(Signed  by  Mr.  Henchman,  Mr.  Im- 
pey,  Mr.  Durant,  and  forty  other 
Proprietors.) 

Mr.  Henchman  rofe  and  faid, 
before  he  entered  into  the  bufinefs 
of  the  day  he  muft  alk  a  queftion 
of  the  chairman,  which  was  very 
important  in  its  nature,  and  that 
was,  Whether  the  court  of  direc¬ 
tors  had  held  any  further  proceed¬ 
ings  on  this  fubjedl  fince  the  papers 
were  printed  ?  and  if  fo,  what  thole 
proceedings  were  ? 

The  Chairman  anfwered,  that  a 
letter  was  prepared  to  be  fent  out 
to  the  governor-general  of  India  to 
carry  the  refolutions  of  the  diredlors 
into  efFedl. 

Mr.  Henchman  then  afked, 
whether  that  letter  had  palled  as 
imanimoully  as  the  refolutions  had 
done  ? 

Mr.  Inglis  (late  chairman)  faid, 
the  chairman  was  not  to  be  cate- 


chifed  in  that  manner,  nor  was  it 
very  refpedtful  to  the  executive 
body  for  one  individual  proprietor 
to  put  queftions  of  that  nature. 

Mr.  Henchman  faid,  he  was 
not  in  the  habit  of  doing  any  thing 
in  that  court  or  elfewhere,  that 
violated  the  rules  of  decorum,  or 
could  be  deemed  difrefpedlful  to  any 
man  or  fet  of  men;  but  that  it  was 
material  to  know,  whether  the  let¬ 
ter  was  voted  unanimoully  or  not. 
But  notwithftanding  the  obferva- 
tion  juft  made  by  the  honourable 
diredtor,  he  muft  take  the  liberty 
of  alking  one  queftion  more,  and 
that  \yas,  whether  the  letter  was 
agreed  to,  and  tranfmitted  to  the 
board  fince  the  application  was  made 
to  the  general  court  ? 

The  Chairman  faid,  it  had.  The 
letter  having  only  been  fent  to  the 
board  of  commiffioners  on  Thurf- 
day  or  Friday  laft, 

Mr.  Henchman  then  faid,  he 
begged  the  proprietors  would  take 
notice,  that  after  a  general  court 
had  been  fummoned  upon  the  fub- 
jedV,  the  diredtors  had  met  and 
agreed  to  carry  their  owq  refolu¬ 
tions  into  eftedi,  figned  a  letter  to 
the  governor- general,  and  tranf¬ 
mitted  it  to  the  India  board  for 
their  approbation. 

Mr.  Elphinstone  faid,  the  pa¬ 
ragraphs  were  not  fent  to  the  India 
board  for  their  approbation,  but 
merely  for  their  information. 

The  Chairman  faid,  all  letters 
intended  to  be  fent  out  to  India  by 
the  diredlors  were  ufuallv  tranf¬ 
mitted  to  the  India  board,  in  order 

that 
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that  they  might  fee  whether  their 
contents  referred  only  to  matters 
that  were  purely  commercial,  or 
whether  they  contained  any  thing 
of  a  political  nature. 

Mr.  Henchman  went  on  and 
laid,  he  begged  the  proprietors*  at¬ 
tention  to  this  matter,  becaufe  he 
wilhed  the  proprietors  to  obferve, 
that  the  directors,  who  were  fo 
anxious  about  the  prefer vation  of 
their  own  privileges,  had,  in  this 
inftance,  actually  infringed  the  pri¬ 
vileges  of  the  proprietors,  by  doing 
all  in  their  power  to  conclude  a 
matter,  which  the  proprietors  had 
expreffed  a  wifh  to  difcufs,  and  a 
general  court  had  been  pofitively 
determined  to  be  held  for  that  ex- 
prefs  purpofe.  At  prefen  t,  Mr. 
Henchman  faid,  he  would  not  de¬ 
tain  the  court  longer  on  the  fubjed, 
but  proceed  to  the  buftnefs  for 
which  the  general  court  was  fum- 
moned. 

Mr.  Henchman  began  with  ob- 
ferving,  that  the  fubjed  he  had  to 
bring  forward  was  a  fubjed  of  the 
higheft  importance,  not  only  to 
the  immediate  interefts  of  the  Eaft- 
India  Company,  but  the  great  po¬ 
litical  interefts  of  the  nation.  He 
faid,  he  was  always  forry  when  he 
found  it  neceffary  to  appear  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  court  of  directors, 
as  no  man  entertained  a  greater  re- 
fped  for  them  than  lie  did,  but  on 
the  prefen t  occafion  he  had  the  mif- 
fortune  to  differ  totally  from  them. 
The  fpecial  committee,  in  the  firft 
fedlion  of  their  report,  admit  the 
great  importance  of  the  fubjed,  and 
fay,  “  they  have  endeavoured  to 
qualify  themfelves  for  the  talk  af- 
figned  them  by  diligent  enquiry,  &c. 
feek.ing  to  obtain  from  all  the  fources 
of  information  within  their  reach  a 
comprehenfive  knowledge  of  fads 
and  opinions  relating  to  the  fub¬ 
jed.’*  Would  any  maa  who  read 


thofe  words  imag’ne  that  the  fen- 
timents  of  thofe  who  had  ferved  in 
the  higheft  ftations  in  India,  and 
were  likely  to  be  beft  acquainted 
with  the  fubjed,  and  moft  capable 
of  forming  a  judgment  upon  it,  had 
not  been  ftudioufly  taken  ;  inftead 
of  which  it  did  not  appear  from  the 
face  of  the  report  that  they  had 
ever  once  been  confulted.  In  the 
houfe  of  commons,  enquiries  were 
profecuted  in  a  different  manner  ; 
after  a  committee,  confiding  of  the 
moft  able  and  competent  men,  was 
formed,  they  fent  for  all  perfons 
conftdered  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  fubjed,  to  attend  and  be  ex¬ 
amined,  in  order  that  the  committee 
might  make  themfelves  as  com¬ 
pletely  mafters  of  the  matter  under 
inveftigation  as  the  nature  of  the 
cafe  would  admit. 

After  commenting  pointedly  upoq 
this,  Mr.  Henchman  faid,  it  ap¬ 
peared  to  him,  from  as  full  a  con- 
fideration  of  the  fubjed  as  he  had 
been  able  to  give  it,  and  an  atten¬ 
tive  perufal  of  the  report,  every 
paragraph  of  which  he  had  again 
and  again  referred  to  and  deliberated 
upon,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  be¬ 
fore  the  court  of  proprietors  could 
be  competent  to  decide,  whether  the 
refolutions  of  the  court  of  diredors, 
come  to  on  the  4th  of  February, 
ought  or  ought  not  to  be  fent  out 
to  India,  in  order  to  be  aded  upon, 
more  information  ought  to  be  ob¬ 
tained  upon  it,  than  the  diredors 
feemed  to  have  had  before  them. 
The  true  interefts  of  the  Company 
would  probably  be  beft  confulted 
in  granting  what  the  merchants  de- 
fired,  their  being  allowed  to  bring 
home  a  greater  portion  of  the  fur- 
plus  produce,  which  the  Company 
either  did  not  or  could  not  conve¬ 
niently  take  into  their  own  hands, 
viz.  the  gruff  goods  and  raw  ma¬ 
terials.  This  would  at  once  in. 
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creafe  the  trade  and  revenue  of  In¬ 
dia,  becaufe  it  would  fecure  the 
bringing  the  greateft  part  of  that 
trade  into  the  river  Thames ;  and 
no  man  would  deny  the  good  policy 
of  bringing  all  the  trade  carried  on 
with  Britifh  capital  and  credit  to 
London.  It  had  been  often  faid, 
that  although  a  conliderable  fhare  of 
the  trade  was  fhipped  on  foreign 
bottoms  for  Europe,  Britifh  capital 
was  neverthelefs  employed  in  that 
trade  to  a  great  amount.  If  fo, 
how  much  better  would  it  be  for 
the  Company  and  for  the  public,  if 
the  whole  of  the  Britifh  capital 
were  ufed  in  freighting  fhips  with 
goods  that  would  come  to  fale  in 
Leadenhall-flreet  ?  At  the  fame 
time  he  was  willing  to  admit  that 
foreigners  ought  to  be  encouraged 
as  far  as  their  own  capital  extended, 
and  that  was  the  proper  divifion  of 
the  trade  2greed  on  by  all  parties. 
One  great  objeft  of  the  aft  of  1  793 
was  to  effeft  this ;  but  that  aft  being 
novel  in  its  provifions,  could  only 
be  confidered  as  an  experiment ;  and, 
after  the  experience  already  had  of 
its  operation,  it  was  found  to  re¬ 
quire  correction,  and  to  call  for 
amendment,  Mr.  Dundas  fays  ex- 
prefsly  in  his  letter,  dated  April  2, 
1800,  that  the  aft  has  failed,  and 
that  i£  experience  has  proved  that 
the  provision  made  in  the  aft,  di- 
refting  the  Ead- India  Company  to 
appropriate  3000  tons  to  the  pri¬ 
vate  trade  to  and  from  India,  has 
proved  inadequate  to  the  purpofes 
for  which  it  was  intended.”  The 
direftors  themfelves  fay,  that  there 
are  objections  which  ought  to  be 
remedied.  This  being  the  cafe,  it 
was  natural  to  look  for  a  remedy ; 
and,  in  every  point  of  view,  the 
pmplqying  of  India-built  fhips  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  the  bell  and  moft  ef¬ 
fectual  remedy.  This  remedy  the 
direftors  deprecate^  and  fay  it  will 


ruin  the  Company,  open  the  trade, 
and  lofe  India.  On  the  other  hand, 
Mr.  Dundas  and  Lord  Welleiley 
fay,  there  is  no  fuch  danger  ;  but 
that,  on  the  contrary,  many  ad¬ 
vantages  are  to  be  expected  from  it, 
and  that  the  Company’s  rights 
would  ftill  be  fecured.  But  in  order 
fully  to  comprehend  the  conteft  con¬ 
cerning  the  private  trade,  it  was 
neceffary  to  underfland  what  the 
merchants  really  defired ;  and  that 
was  nothing  more  than  the  fair  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  aft  of  1793,  accord¬ 
ing  to  its  fpirit  and  meaning.  He 
had  often  heard  it  faid,  within  thofe 
walls  and  elfewhere,  that  the  al¬ 
lowing  the  3000  tons  of  freight 
was  folely  with  a  view  to  enable 
the  Company’s  fejrvants  in  India  to 
remit  home  the  amount  of  their 
private  acquifitions  ;  but  whoever 
would  take  the  trouble  to  refer  to 
the  aft,  would  find,  that  the  intent 
and  purpofe  of  the  aft  was  not  only 
the  remitting  the  private  fortunes 
of  individuals,  but  the  more  im¬ 
portant  objeft  of  the  advancement 
of  the  trade  and  navigation  of  thefe 
kingdoms,  and  alfo  the  encouraging 
individuals  to  engage  in  the  im¬ 
portation  of  raw  materials  for  the 
ufe  of  our  home  manufaftures.  Mr. 
Henchman  read  the  words  of  two 
diflinft  claufes  of  the  aft  (87  and 
10  ! ),  which  exprefshy  fupported  his 
affertion.  He  added,  that  it  was 
true  that  private  acquifitions  were 
thought  equal  to  this  trade ;  but 
contended,  that  there  was  no  in¬ 
tention  of  confining  it  to  that  alone, 
but  that  that  was  underflood  to 
forrq  part  of  the  capital,  as  far  as  it 
would  go,  and  fo  were  the  returns 
for  the  manufaftures  and  produce  of 
Great  Britain,  as  well  as  the  bul¬ 
lion  that  might  be  exported.  The 
next  queftion  was,  how  had  the 
objefts  above  mentioned  been  en¬ 
couraged  and  promoted  ?  The  com- 
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plaints  of  the  merchants  clearly 
fevinced  that  they  had  met  with 
difficulties  and  difcouragements,  as 
well  on  account  of  the  high  price  of 
freight  in  the  Company’s  fhips, 
which  would  not  allow  them  to  im¬ 
port  the  fpecies  of  goods  in  ques¬ 
tion,  as  on  account  of  the  regula¬ 
tions  of  the  Company.  It  was, 
however,  generally  agreed,  that 
fome  alteration  or  other  was  necef- 
fary.  The  late  prefident  of  the 
India  board,  and  their  governor- 
general,  both  concurred  in  recom¬ 
mending  the  allowing  of  India- 
built  fhips  to  be  employed  to  bring 
home  the  India  trade.  This  was 
ns  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  by  the  direc¬ 
tors,  and  therefore,  as  they  were  at 
iffiie  upon  that  point,  it  was  the 
main  queftion  to  be  decided  on. 
In  order  to  come  at  poffeffion  of  the 
means  to  enable  either  the  directors 
or  the  general  court  to  form  a  cor¬ 
rect  judgment,  it  was  neceflary  to 
have  more  advice  and  fuller  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  fubjeft,  and  that  was  at 
prefent  requeued.  He  fhould  not, 
therefore,  go  into  a  general  review 
of  the  whole  report  and  all  the 
papers,  but  confine  himfelf  to  a  few 
remarks  on  the  leading  points. 

Firft,  Mr.  Henchman  faid,  he 
muft  remark,  that  Mr.  Dundas,  in 
his  letter  of  April  2,  1800,  takes 
a  clear  view  of  the  fubjeft  in  its 
various  relations,  gives  his  opinions 
diftinftly,  Hates  the  principles  on 
which  they  are  founded,  and  ftrongly 
recommends  the  giving  a  power, 
by  a  legillative  aft,  to  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  government  abroad,  to  allow 
the  Britifh  fubjefts  refident  in  India 
to  bring  home  the  furplus  produce 
of  India  in  India-built  fhips.  The 
objections  capable  of  being  made  to 
which  propofition,  he  anfwers  com¬ 
pletely,  though  he,  all  through  his 
letter,  uniformly  contends  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  monopoly  of  the 


trade  to  and  from  India  in  the  hands 
of  the  Eaft- India  Company.  With 
refpeft  to  the  report  of  the  fpecial 
committee  of  directors,  he  could 
not  but  lament  that  no  marks  of 
reference  were  given,  which  would 
have  rendered  it  more  explicit  and 
intelligible.  The  directors,  in  that 
paper,  charge  the  merchants  with 
wifhiflg  to  annihilate  the  Company  ; 
a  charge  for  which  there  is  not  the 
fmalleft  foundation.  All  that  the 
merchants  contend  for  was  a  regu- 
la  ted  trade,  which  the  Company 
confented  to  in  1793,  as  a  part  of 
the  price  of  their  charter. 

It  was  not  eafy,  he  obferved,  to 
follow  the  directors  through  their 
ftatement  of  imports  and  exports, 
and  the  conclufions  with  which  they 
are  followed  up.  At  firft  fight, 
however,  it  is  evident  that  their 
account  is  imperfeft  ;  for  they  make 
no  allowance  whatever  for  the  fo¬ 
reign  trade  of  the  coafls  of  Malabar 
and  Coromandel,  although  they  are 
both  considerable,  and  in  value 
amounting  poffibly  on  the  fale  to 
half  a  million  fterling.  It  was  not 
candid  to  determine  the  balance  of 
this  trade  at  2  5  lacks,  when  in¬ 
formation  might  have  eafily  been 
collefted  of  the  annual  amount  of, 
the  trade  of  other  parts  of  India, 
which  would  have  made  it  amount 
to  a  much  larger  fum  ;  nor  is  it  fo 
very  invaluable  a  document,  that 
the  direftors  have  had  for  their 
guidance  in  the  Bengal  trade.  This 
luminous  and  correff  regijfer ,  as  it 
is  called,  is  a  modern  inflitution, 
and  fubjeft,  as  ajl  inftitutions  are, 
efpecially  at  their  outfet,  to  many 
impofitions  and  inaccuracies. 

Inftead  of  being  accurate,  Mr. 
Henchman  faid,  lie  was,  upon  ex¬ 
amination,  completely  fatisfied  that 
it  was  the  very  reverfe ;  and  he 
would  proceed  to  fhew  the  grounds 
of  his  conviftion.  In  doing  fo, 

x  K  4  he 
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he  laid,  he  premifed  that  he  did 
not  mean  any  reflexion  on  the  abi¬ 
lity  or  the  integrity  of  Mr.  Browne. 
He  made  no  doubt  that  his  calcula¬ 
tions  and  figures  were  correct,  but 
the  materials  he  had  to  work  upon 
were  not  fo.  Mr.  Browne  is,  by 
appointment,  the  reporter  of  in¬ 
ternal  and  external  commerce,  and 
the  documents  he  had  to  work  upon 
were  the  returns  of  imports  and 
exports  at  the  cuilom-houfe.  By 
thofe  returns  it  fhould  appear  that 
the  amount  of  exports,  &c.  to  fo¬ 
reign  Europe  and  America  is  ftated 
at 

1 795-6  1796-7  1797-8  1798-9 

Lack*.  66  .  57  38  23. 

Upon  examining  further,  Mr. 
Henchman  faid,  he  adverted  to  the 
account  of  the  number  of  foreign 
fhips  that  had  departed  from  Cal¬ 
cutta  in  thofe  feafons,  ftrongly  fuf- 
pe&ing  the  accuracy  of  this  report, 
which  is  declared  to  be  fo  luminous 
and  correft ;  he  found  that  the 

number  of  thefe  veffels  were,  in 

y  ‘ 794-5  *79 6-7  1797-8  1789-9 

Lacks.  44  62  65  38. 

So  that  the  lading  of  44  fhips  was 
only  66  lacks,  of  6.2  fhips  only 
67,  65  fhips  38  lacks,  and,  laflly, 

.3  8  veffels  were  only  to  bring  away 
23  lacks  as  their  cargo  ;  fo  that  the 
cargo  of  each  of  them  would  not 
amount  to  the  fum  of  6000/.  Mr. 
Henchman  faid  this  was  a  thing 
impoffible. — [One  of  the  directors 
faid,  fome  of  the  fhips  muff  have 
been  coafters,  and  others  went  to 
Batavia, without  any  cargo.]  —  Mr. 
Henchman  faid,  that  as  to  fhips 
that  went  to  Batavia,  they  all  car¬ 
ried  cargoes  with  them,  confifting 
of  opium  and  other  articles.  He 
did  not  believe  that  any  of  the 
veffels  were  coafling  veffels ;  hut 
even  if  it  was  fo,  there  were  fo 
many  more  than  were  neceffary  for 
his  argument,  that  a  confiderable 


number  even  might  be  flruck  off. 
Mr.  Henchman  here  enforced  what 
he  had  faid,  by  begging  the  court 
to  take  notice,  that  fo  many  foreign 
fhips  fhould  carry  away  fo  little  of 
the  manufactures  and  produce  of 
India,  by  the  way  of  cargoes,  to 
Europe  and  America,  was  next  to 
an  impoffibility.  Here  Mr.  Hench¬ 
man  faid,  that,  if  further  proofs 
were  wanting,  he  had  a  ftory  to 
relate  which  would  convince  the 
court  that  this  report  of  imports 
and  exports  was  as  incorreft  as  he 
had  conceived  it  to  be.  He  under- 
ftood  that,  in  the  year  1799,  it 
had  been  difeovered,  that  the  head 
native  fervant  of  the  euftoms  had 
been  in  the  confiant  practice  of  re¬ 
ceiving  douceurs  for  permitting 
goods  to  pafs  in  and  out,  import  and 
export,  without  paying  the  ufual 
duties.  That  an  enquiry  took 
place,  and  that  the  cuftom-mafter 
and  his  fervants  were  removed  from 
the  office ;  fince  which,  under  his 
fuoceffors,  the  euftoms  have  in- 
creafed  in  an  extraordinary  propor¬ 
tion.  Mr.  Henchman  faid,  he  did 
not  know  but  what  it  might 
amount  to  half  as  much  again,  and 
that  would  account,  in  a  very  great 
degree,  for  the  extraordinary  in- 
creafe  in  the  foreign  trade  in  the 
years  1799,  1800,  which,  by  Lord 
Wellefley's  letter,  is  found  ftated 
at  between  80  and  90  lacks  of  ru¬ 
pees  ;  the  faCt  certainly  being,  that 
the  great  deficiency  that  appears  in 
the  preceding  years  has  arifen  from 
the  fmuggling  which  had  been  ad¬ 
mitted  in  collufion  with  the  people* 
of  the  cuftom  houfe,  to  the  great 
prejudice  of  the  Company’s  reve¬ 
nues.  Under fuch  circumftances,  how 
is  it  poffible  that  this  ftatement  of 
Mr.  Browne’s  can  either  be  lumi¬ 
nous  ©r  correfi  ?  And  if,  Mr. 
Henchman  faid,  he  had  made  it  out 
fafisfa&oriiy  to  the  directors  and 

the 
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the  court,  it  was  not  to  be  won¬ 
dered  at  that  their  report  fhould  be 
fo  erroneous,  And  the  main  foun¬ 
dation  upon  which  they  built  their 
reafoning  relative  to  the  foreign 
trade  between  India  and  Europe, 
was  entirely  cut  from  under  them. 

The  next  matter,  Mr.  Hench¬ 
man  faid,  was  a  very  material  point 
indeed  with  the  direHors  in  their 
report,  and  that  wras  colonization  ; 
a  fpeftre  conjured  up  to  haunt  and 
alarm  every  man  who  reads  the  re¬ 
port!  This  creature  of  the  imagi¬ 
nation  prefented  itfelf  in  aim  oft 
every  feCtion,  and  it  was  not  a  little 
curious  to  obferve  upon  what  (hallow 
pretences  the  phantom  was  raifed. 
It  was  among  other  objections 
gravely  afierted,  that  if  India-built 
fhipswere  allowed  to  carry  home  the 
private  trade,  Englilh  failors  would 
not  have  employ  in  time  of  peace. 
The  very  reverfe  of  this  aftcrtion 
naturally  prefented  itfelf  as  the  moft 
probable  confequence  of  the  meafure 
contended  for.  It  was  well  known 
that  it  was  always  defirable  to  have 
as  many  European  mariners  employ¬ 
ed  in  the  navigation  of  India  drips, 
whether  built  in  India  or  at  home, 
as  poflible.  A  new  fpecies  of  em¬ 
ploy  would,  therefore,  be  created 
for  Britifh  failors  in  time  of  peace, 
than  they  might  otherwife  find;  a 
matter  highly  important  to  the  na¬ 
tional  intereft  !  But  the  next  reafon 
alftgned  was,  if  poflible,  (till  more 
extraordinary,  viz.  that  the  Lafcars 
employed  on  board  the  private  trade 
drips  would  do  much  mifchief  in 
India,  by  fpreading  ftrange  reports 
of  the  refult  of  their  obfervation  of 
our  manners,  &c.  in  England,  which 
might  degrade  the  Britifh  in  the 
confideration  of  the  natives  of  In¬ 
dia,  and  leflen  our  influence  in  that 
quarter  of  the  globe,  by  fuggefting 
to  the  people  of  that  country,  that 
at  home  we  were  not  looked  up  to 


with  that  refpeft  and  profound  at¬ 
tention  which  we  exadled  from 
them.  Mr.  Henchman  ridiculed 
this  idea  as  one  of  the  moft  abfurd 
and  idle  that  ever  was  entertained  ; 
in  thefirft  place,  what  clafs  of  people 
were  thefe  mifcrable  Lafcars  to 
mingle  with  in  England,  and  who 
were  they  to  impart  their  crude  no¬ 
tions  of  our  manners  to  in  India  on 
their  return  ?  If  for  a  Angle  mo¬ 
ment  the  mifchief  could  be  ferioufly 
apprehended,  how  happened  it  that 
the  mifchief  had  not  already  taken 
effeH  ?  The  fhips  homeward  bound 
had  for  years  been  partly  navigated 
by  Lafcars,  who  had  returned  to 
India,  as  free  from  prejudicial  no¬ 
tions  of  their  employers  as  ever. 
But  colonization  was  at  all  hazards 
to  be  avoided  ;  how  in  the  name  of 
common  fenfe  was  colonization 
likely  to  take  place  in  a  country 
where  the  government  was  Britifh, 
and  that  government  armed  with  fo 
much  authority,  that  not  a  Angle 
individual  European  could  pafs  to 
the  interior,  or  leave  Calcutta,  with¬ 
out  the  exprefs  permiflion  of  the 
governor  in  council,  an  authority 
ftri&ly  exercifed  at  this  and  in  all 
former  periods  ?  Some  gentlemen 
might  perhaps  look  to  America,  and 
take  alarm  at  the  example  of  our 
having  eftablifhed  flouriftiing  colo¬ 
nies  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe ; 
but  compare  the  circumftances  of 
the  two  countries,  and  they  would 
be  found  to  differ  fo  totally  in  every 
point  of  view,  that  no  analogy 
whatever  would  be  found  to  exift. 
America,  an  almoft  unpeopled  coun¬ 
try  when  vifited  by  Britifh  fettlers, 
the  favages  refldent  in  the  woods 
and  mountains,  rude,  barbarous, 
and  uncivilized,  the  foil  unculti¬ 
vated,  and  no  towns  or  habitations 
adapted  to  European  cuftoms  yet 
built.  Was  this  the  cafe  in  India  ? 
The  Britifh  all  confined  to  their 


own 
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own  fettleroents,  and  living,  as  it 
were,  a  diftindl  and  feparate  people 
from  the  natives,  not  only  fo  in 
confequence  of  the  ftridl  regulations 
of  the  Britifti  government,  but  fo 
much  did  the  force  of  cuftom  and 
habit  prevail,  that  if  an  European 
was  to  enter  the  diftridts  occupied 
by  the  natives,  without  permiffion 
on  public  bufinefs,  they  would  of 
themfelves  give  information  fo  that 
he  might  be  removed.  In  fine,  the 
word  colonization  was  an  empty 
found,  and  meant  nothing. 

Another  objection  to  opening  the 
private  trade  in  the  manner  defired, 
was  the  competition  that,  it  was 
faid,  would  arife  in  that  cafe  be. 
tween  the  Company  and  the  private 
traders.  This,  however,  was  by 
no  means  warranted  ;  for  what  com¬ 
petition  could  arife  when  the  trade 
was  diftincl  ?  The  Company’s  con¬ 
fided  of  whatever  goods  they  thought 
proper  exclusively  to  trade  in,  and 
private  traders  had  a  right  only  to 
deal  in  fuch  articles  as  the  Com¬ 
pany  did  not,  principally  gruff  and 
raw  materials  for  the  manufactures 
of  this  country  :  but  if  it  was  faid, 
in  time  the  private  trade  might  be 
a  powerful  competitor  of  the  trade 
of  the  Company  ;  that  could  never 
happen,  becaufe  it  would  always  be 
open  to  the  Company  to  embrace 
the  whole  of  any  fpecies  of  trade, 
and  prohibit  the  private  merchant 
from  dealing  at  all  in  the  article. 
Indigo,  for  inftance,  or  any  thing 
elfe ;  at  all  times  it  was  in  the 
power  of  the  Company  to  refume 
and  make  it  a  part  of  their  own 
monopoly.  It  was  to  be  remem¬ 
bered,  that  befides,  if  Britifh  mer¬ 
chants  were  not  allowed  to  fend 
home  the  gruff  goods,  foreigners 
would  have  their  fhips  loaded  with 
them,  and  inftead  of  coming  into 
the  port  of  London,  the  goods 
would  all  go  to  foreign  markets,  to 


the  great  prejudice  of  the  Company 
and  the  Nation.  Mr.  Henchman 
faid,  that  a  flrong  objedlion  was 
raifed  in  the  report  to  the  increafe 
of  this  trade,  becaufe  it  would  lead 
to  the  employment  of  Britifh  capital, 
which  the  report  refills,  as  being 
prejudicial  to  the  interefls  of  the 
nation.  Mr.  Henchman  faid,  a$ 
far  as  his  opinion  was  made  up  on 
this  fubjedl,  he  entertained  a  diffe¬ 
rent  idea;  and  he  was  led  to  doubt 
very  much  upon  this  point,  when 
he  refledted  upon  the  ftate  of  the  re¬ 
mittances  the  Company  were  really 
at  prefen t  engaged  for  by  bills  drawn 
by  the  governments  of  India  upon 
the  court  of  directors.  Mr.  Hench¬ 
man  obferved  that  the  calculation  of 
the  directors  was  to  the  extent  of 
1,500,000/.  for  the  annual  ac¬ 
quirements  and  favings  of  Britifh 
refidents  in  India  ;  and  this,  after 
deducting  65  0,000/.  for  bills,  was 
confidered  as  the  amount  of  what 
was  to  come  home  by  private  trade. 
Mr.  Henchman  faid,  this  furely 
was  a  very  imperfedf  ftatement  of 
the  fadt  ;  for,  if  he  was  not  very 
much  mifinformed,  the  Company 
were  engaged  to  a  much  larger  an¬ 
nual  amount  in  bills.  Indeed  fo 
much,  that  the  whole  million  and  a 
half  was  abforbed  by  them.  He 
held  in  his  hand  a  lift  of  thofe  re¬ 
mittances,  and  he  would  read  it  to 
the  court  : 

On  account  of  the  India 

debt,  -  -  ,£.500,00$ 

The  trade  from  India  to 
China,  confifting  of 
cotton,  opium,  and 
other  articles,  pro¬ 
duced  a  very  large 
fum,  which  was  paid 
into  the  treafury  at 
Canton  for  bills  on  the 
court  of  diredlors.  Of 
thofe  bills  there  were 
brought  to  India  and 
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didributed  amongd  in- 
dividuals,  at  lead  ^.300,000 
Another  remittance  is  on 
account  of  the  intereft 
of  the  decennial  loan  ; 
the  total  is  380,000/. 
but  he  took  only  one 
half  _  -  igo.,000 

Next  25  per  cent  of  the 

1 2  per  cent  loan  -  250,000 

Dn  account  of  a  finking 
fund  lately  edablifhed 
in  Bengal  to  buy  up 
the  Company’s  own 
bonds,  and  other  pa¬ 
per  debts,  for  which 
they  have  refolved  to 
draw  on  the  court  of 
diredors,  having  no 
other  funds  applicable 
to  the  purpofe  :  fay  80,000 
For  general  purpofesfrom 

Madras  and  Bombay  200,000 

Making  a  total  of  .£.1,520,000 
Beddes  which  it  is  underftood 
that  the  court  of  diredors  have  lately 
given  authority  to  their  govern¬ 
ments  abroad  to  draw  for  one  mil¬ 
lion  per  annum  more.  Mr.  Hench¬ 
man  faid,  if  thefe  particulars  v/ere 
incorred,  he  hoped  the  diredors 
would  date  what  the  cafe  really 
was.  He  only  dated  the  particulars, 
imperfed  as  they  might  be,  to  fhew 
that,  according  to  the  reafoning  of 
the  diredors,  no  private  trade  at 
all  ought  to  lie  allowed  ;  for,  what 
was  very  extraordinary,  the  remit¬ 
tances  only  by  bills  from  India  ex¬ 
ceeded  all  that  they  allowed  could 
be  acquired  by  the  indudry  or  eco¬ 
nomy  of  the  Britifh  merchants  or 
fervants  of  the  Company  in  India. 
But  if  this  is  the  cafe,  what  is  the 
capital  that  carries  on  the  trade,  at 
prefent  exiding,  both  to  the  port  of 
London  and  foreign  ports  of  Eu¬ 
rope  ?  We  are  told  it  is  Britidi. 
It  cannot  be  the  property  of  Britifh 


refidents  in  India,  for  they  remit 
more  through  the  Company  than 
they  are  allowed  to  acquire.  From 
this  date  of  things,  it  is  evident 
that  the  diredors  are  in  an  error, 
and  a  very  condderable  one,  both 
with  refped  to  the  acquidtions  and 
favings  of  men  in  India,  and  the 
amount  of  the  trade  at  prefent  car¬ 
ried  on  between  India,  Europe,  and 
America.  The  diredors,  in  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  great  increafe  of  tonnage, 
that  is  fuggeded  to  be  podible  to  be 
required  for  this  trade,  extending 
even  to  100,000  tons,  fay,  it  would 
draw  from  this  country,  to  great 
public  difadvantage,  a  capital  of  at 
lead  dve  millions  derling.  This 
they  advance  in  (peaking  of  the  pof- 
fible  increlife  of  the  article  of  fugar. 
But  Mr.  Henchman  faid,  can  it  be 
any  public  inconvenience  to  furnifh 
a  capital  of  five  millions  ?  Is  it  pof- 
fible  the  diredors  could  ferioudy 
affert  that  it  cannot  be  done,  with¬ 
out  being  taken  from  other  employ¬ 
ment  where  it  is  more  advantage- 
oudy  engaged  ?  Fie  faid,  he  was 
(peaking  before  a  large  body  of  the 
merchants  of  the  city  of  London, 
and  he  would  put  only  a  fingle  quef- 
tion  upon  the  prefent  occadon.  If 
five  millions  could  not  be  rai  fed 
without  taking  it  from  fome  more 
profitable  engagement,  how  did  the 
minider  year  after  yearruife  twenty 
or  dve  and  twenty  millions  for  the 
public  fervice  ?  There  were  gen¬ 
tlemen  behind  that  bar  who  un- 
derdood  the  matter  perfedly,  and 
they  well  knew  that  it  was  the 
credit  and  charader  of  the  nation 
that  furnifhed  the  refources  for  every 
enterprife  of  the  public  fervice  or  of 
a  commercial  defeription. 

There  was  an  article  very  necef- 
farv,  Mr.  Henchman  obferved,  to 
become  the  fubjed  of  condderation 
on  this  occadon  ;  and  that  was,  the 
date  of  jthip  timber  both  in  this  coun¬ 
try 
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try  and  in  India.  At  prefent,  it  is 
well  known  that  oak  timber,  and 
all  (hip-building  materials,  are  ex¬ 
travagantly  high  in  Great  Britain ; 
and  that  the  builder’s  price,  which 
when  the  war  commenced  was  only 
12l.  10s.  is  now  railed  to  23l.  10s. 
per  ton.  Some  years  fince  an  alarm 
was  taken  by  the  Minifters  of  that 
day  upon  the  effetft  that  the  trade  of 
the  Eaft-India  Company  had  upon 
the  article  of  (hip  timber,  and  con- 
Uderable  apprehenfions  were  enter¬ 
tained  left  the  quantity  of  timber  of 
the  ftze  requifite  for  the  royal  navy 
expended  in  building  the  Company’s 
(hips  fhould  fo  diminifti  them  as  to 
prejudice  the  national  interefts. 
After  much  difeuffion  of  the  matter, 
a  bill  was  brought  into  Parliament 
to  reftrain  the  Company  from  build¬ 
ing,  till  the  amount  of  their  ton- 
page  was  reduced  to  about  40,000 
tons.  Notwithftanding  which,  with¬ 
in  the  laft  ten  years,  the  apprehen¬ 
fions  of  the  approaching  fcarcity  of 
(hip  timber,  in  confequence  of  the 
rapidly  increasing  number  of  (hips 
built  for  the  navy,  and  for  purpofes 
of  commerce,  became  ftill  greater, 
and  a  commiffion  was  iftfued,  ap¬ 
pointing  three  perfons  to  enquire 
into  the  ftate  of  the  woods  and  fo- 
refts,  and  report  upon  the  fame. 
After  full  inveftigation,  thefe  com- 
miftioners  confirmed  the  public  alarm, 
and  reported,  that  if  the  confump- 
fion  of  oak  timber  for  (hip  building 
kept  pace  with  the  increasing  pro- 
fperity  of  the  country,  according  to 
the  ftate  of  the  growing  timber^  this 
country  would  probably  experience 
an  early  want  of  great  timber,  and 
muft  reft  on  fome  other  fource  than 
the  produce  of  Great  Britain  for  the 
fupport  of  the  navy.  No  man  need 
be  told  that  the  confumption  of  fhip 
timber  had  confiderably  increafed 
fince,  and  it  has  long  fince  been  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  the  trade  of  the 


country  has  far  outrun  its  (hipping. 
Under  fuch  critical  circumftances 
the  directors  bring  forward  their 
plan  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
private  merchants  with  an  addi¬ 
tional  quantity  of  tonnage  of  about 
30,000  tons.  Did  it  not  become 
a  ferious  conftderation,  whether 
30,000  tons  of  oak  timber  (hould 
be  taken  out  of  the  limited  quantity 
of  fhip  timber  remaining  in  the 
kingdom,  and  ufed  up,  pending  the 
very  great  demand  for  building  and 
repairing  the  (hips  of  the  navy  in  a 
ftate  of  war  ?  and  whether  it  was 
not  abfolutely  neceflary  fo  have  re- 
courfe  to  fome  external  reference  to 
fupply  the  Company  with  the  drip¬ 
ping  required  for  the  bringing  home 
to  the  Thames  the  furplus  trade  of 
India  ?  Fortunately  their  own  pof- 
feffions  in  the  Eaft  would  furmfh 
them  with  the  wanted  fupply  ;  the 
coafts  of  Malabar  were  almoft  co¬ 
vered  with  extenfive  forefts  of  teek 
trees,  a  fpecies  of  wood  of  an  excel¬ 
lent  and  fuperior  quality  for  (hip 
building.  The  numberlefs  rivers 
that  run  through  the  Malabar  moun¬ 
tains,  and  defcended  towards  the 
fea,  afforded  a  ready  opportunity 
of  conveying  the  timber  to  the  dock 
yards,  and  places  where  the  (hips 
are  built  ;  and  add  to  this,  abun¬ 
dance  of  timber  (it  for  the  purpofe 
of  fhip  building,  grows  on  the 
mountains  that  border  the  provinces 
of  Bengal.  Lord  Weileftey  fays, 
“  large  and  thriving  plantations  of 
“  teek  have  been  made  in  Bengal, 
“  and  the  cultivation  of  that  timber 
“  is  fpreading  over  the  whole  pro- 
u  vince.”  Would  it  not,  therefore, 
be  bad  policy  not  to  avail  them- 
felves  of  this  valuable  refource  ?  and 
ought  they  not  to  do  fo,  not  merely 
on  account  of  the  accommodation 
and  economy  of  the  Company,  but 
on  the  larger  conftderation  of  aftift- 
ing  the  public  by  dirnin idling  the 

con- 


PROCEEDINGS  AT  THE  INDIA  HOUSE. 


157 


confumption  of  fo  much  of  the  {hip 
timber  produced  at  home,  as  the 
Company  could  avoid  without  in¬ 
convenience  to  themfelves  ?  It  was 
fome what  ex  t raordinary ,  M r .Hench¬ 
man  faid,  that  when  America  was 
loft  to  this  country,  it  never  oc¬ 
curred  to  government,  that  above 
three  hundred  fhips  of  one  defcrip- 
tton  or  other  were  loft  to  this  coun¬ 
try  ;  becaufe,  while  America  was 
dependent  on  Great  Britain,  her 
Ihips  were  regiftered  and  entitled  to 
be  confidered  as  Britifh-built  bot¬ 
toms.  Some  means  of  fupplying  fo 
large  a  deficiency  in  our  commercial 
marine  ought  to  have  been  looked 
for. — Having  laid  confiderableftrefs 
on  the  fcarcity  of  fhip  timber  at 
home,  the  dear  price  of  fhip  build¬ 
ing  in  confequence,  and  the  necef- 
fity  of  encouraging  of  building  fhips 
in  India,  Mr.  Henchman  faid,  as 
many  gentlemen,  no  doubt,  would 
make  their  obfervations  on  the  re¬ 
port  as  well  as  himfelf,  he  was  forry 
he  had  detained  the  court  fo  long, 
but  that  he  ihould  now  proceed  to 
the  conclufion  of  the  report,  which 
contained  the  plan  of  the  court  of 
directors  for  the  conveyance  of  the 
goods  of  the  private  merchants  in 
future.  In  the  firft  place,  Mr. 
Henchman  begged  to  alk  of  the  chair, 
whether  the  court  of  directors  really 
meant  to  build  the  fhips  themfelves, 
as  was  expreffed  in  the  report  ?  for 
it  faid,  “  the  fhips  for  this  purpofe 
“  fhall  be  built  by  the  Company.” 

[Upon  which  the  chairman  faid, 
that  the  intention  was  to  contract 
for  them  as  they  did  for  their  regular 
fhips.] 

Mr.  Henchman  then  faid,  that 
the  general  items  of  the  plan  were, 
with  very  little  variation,  the  fame 
as  the  merchants  had  fo  long  been 
complaining  of.  The  court  of  di¬ 
rectors,  indeed,  promifed,  in  one  of 
the  articles,  that  thefe  fhips  (hall  not 
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be  employed  in  extra  fervices,  but 
be  applied  folely  to  conveying  the 
goods  of  the  merchants  to  and  from 
India  ;  yet  at  this  very  time  it  is 
repeated  that  out  of  ten  fhips  that 
have  been  lately  taken  up  of  this 
defeription,  deftined  for  Bengal, 
they  have  already  ordered  three  to 
take  in  troops  and  (lores  for  Bom¬ 
bay.  So  that  it  is  impoffible  for 
the  Company,  under  the  public  exi¬ 
gencies  of  their  fervice,  to  appro¬ 
priate  any  particular  fhips,  exclu- 
fively,  to  the  ufe  of  the  merchants. 

Mr.  Henchman  faid,  he  fhould 
not  detain  the  court  by  enumerating 
many  other  inconveniences  which 
the  merchants  had  fuffered,  and  un. 
der  this  projected  plan  would  ftilJ 
continue  to  fuffer.  He  would  only 
prefs  upon  the  attention  of  the  pro¬ 
prietors  one  very  extraordinary 
principle,  under  which  this  plan 
was  recommended  to  adoption,  and 
that  was,  that  the  Company  are  to 
furnifh  the  Britidi  tonnage  for  pri¬ 
vate  merchants  as  cheap  as  the  In¬ 
dia-built  fhips  were  freighted  laft: 
feafon.  Comparing  the  price  the 
Company  pay  for  the  fhips  they 
have  lately  engaged,  that  is  35l. 
or  361.  per  ton,  with  the  rate  at 
which  the  India  fhips  failed,  being 
only  20l.  the  dire&ors  by  this  pro- 
pofition  bind  the  Company  to  a  lofs 
of  151.  on  every  ton  of  fhipping 
furnifhed  for  private  trade.  If, 
therefore,  the  trade  fhould  only  ex¬ 
tend  to  ten  thoufand  tons,  the  lofs 
muft  be  150,0001.  per  annum,  ami 
fo  in  proportion  according  to  the 
quantity,  in  peace  as  well  as  in 
war.  Mr.  Henchman  faid,  he  knew 
it  would  be  argued,  as  it  had  been 
praftifed,  that  a  lofs  was  fometimes 
to  be  incurred  for  the  fake  of  ad¬ 
vantages  arifing  from  it  in  other 
places ;  and  he  could  agree  in  that 
idea,  as  far  even  as  the  granting 
four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  for 

doing 
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doing  away  the  right  of  perpetuity 
of  the  captains  to  the  command  of 
the  regular  (hips ;  but  he  could  not 
underhand  what  could  juftify  fuch  a 
proportion  as  the  prefent,  where 
the  expence  was  to  be  annual,  and 
to  increafe  as  this  trade  might  from 
time  to  time  be  enlarged.  Were 
the  proprietors  prepared  to  agree  to 
fuch  an  annual  lofs  ?  Vv  ith  him  it 
was  fufficient  to  induce  him  to  with¬ 
hold  his  confent  to  the  plan  alto¬ 
gether. 

Mr.  Henchman  here  clofed  his 
remarks  on  the  report,  and  proceed¬ 
ed  to  obferve,  that  the  letter  of  the 
Marquis  of  Wellefiey  did,  to  his 
furprife,  but  to  his  fatisfaCtion,  fup- 
port  the  opinions  he  entertained  on 
the  contents  of  this  report,  and 
if  he  had  not  difeovered  by  its 
date  that  it  was  a  thing  impoffible, 
he  fhould  have  fuppofed  it  to  have 
been  really  an  anfwer  to  the  report 
itfelf.  If  gentlemen  would  but  give 
it  their  ferious  attention,  they 
would  no  longer  entertain  doubts 
and  apprehenfions  refpeCting  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  Com¬ 
pany.  They  would  no  longer  fear 
colonization,  or  that  the  admiffion 
of  Indian  fhips  would  be  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  their  own  trade,  or  bring  on 
the  lofs  and  ruin  of  their  poffeffions 
in  India. 

On  Mr.  Dundas’s  fecond  letter, 
Mr.  Henchman  only  remarked,  that 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  notwith- 
ftanding  he  complimented  the  di¬ 
rectors  on  fome  general  principles 
contained  in  feveral  of  their  refolu- 
tions,  hill  remained  unmoved  with 
refpeCt  to  the  employment  of  India- 
built  fhips,  which  he  had  recom¬ 
mended  in  his  letter  of  the  2d  of 
April  ;  and  the  right  hon.  gentle¬ 
man  further  adds,  that  the  Marquis 
of  Wellefley’s  letter  “  demonftrates 
“  the  grounds  of  thofe  opinions, 
(<  which  he  had  from  time  to  time 
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taken  the  liberty  of  laying  before 
(C  the  court  of  directors.”  So  that 
inftead  of  agreeing  with  the  direc¬ 
tors,  it  is  evident  that  Mr.  Dundas 
is  convinced  that  the  private  trade 
mull  be  brought  from  India  in  India- 
built  (hipping.  The  lad  paragraph 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman’s  let¬ 
ter,  it  is  true,  dates  this  fubjeCt  to 
be  purely  commercial  ;  but  Mr. 
Henchman  faid,  he  could  not  clearly 
fee  how  that  matter  could  be  purely 
commercial,  connected  as  it  was 
with  fo  many  different  conddera- 
tions  in  the  report  of  the  court  of 
directors.  The  court  of  directors,  in 
their  fecond  report,  with  to  imprefs 
an  idea  of  confiderable  alteration 
produced  by  their  arguments  on  the 
mind  of  the  right  hon.  the  late  pre- 
fident,  which  the  papers  did  not 
fufiiciently  authorize,  in  his  humble 
opinion  ;  it  was  now  in  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  proprietors,  and  they 
would  form  their  own  fentiments 
refpeCting  it. 

Mr.  Henchman  faid,  that  after 
the  various  obje&ions  that  he  had 
been  under  the  neceffity  of  taking  to 
the  report,  he  wa*s  far  from  con- 
fidering  himfelf  as  able  to  make  up 
his  mind  finally  on  this  important 
fubjeCL  He  knew,  as  he  had  faid  in 
the  outfet,  that  more  very  valuable 
advice  and  information  might  be 
obtained  ;  and  all  he  contended  for, 
therefore,  and  intreated  of  the  pro¬ 
prietors,  was,  that  they  would  not 
come  to  a  final  determination  till 
fuch  time  as  they  had  availed  them- 
felves  of  the  advice  and  opinion  of 
the  late  governors  of  India.  He 
therefore  fhould  now  fubmit  to  the 
court  a  motion  to  that  effeCt : 

“  Refolded)  That  this  court  is 
highly  fenfible  of  the  very  great  im¬ 
portance  of  the  general  trade  be¬ 
tween  India  and  Europe  to  the  po¬ 
litical  and  commercial  intereft  of 
Great- Britain,  as  well  as  of  the 
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Eaft-India  Company  ;  that  they  la¬ 
ment  the  wide  difference  of  the 
opinions  entertained  on  the  fubjeft 
by  the  court  of  directors  on  one 
fide,  and  the  late  prefident  of  the 
board  of  commiffioners  and  the  go¬ 
vernor-general  of  India  on  the 
other  ;  and,  anxious  that  the  mea- 
fures  finally  to  be  adopted  may  be 
formed  on  the  fulleft  information, 
and  matured:  deliberation,  and 
thinking  it  may  efientially  conduce 
to  that  defirable  end,  if  the  court 
Were  affifted  by  the  wifdom  and  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  late  governors-gene- 
ral  of  India,  they  recommend  to  the 
court  of  directors  to  tranfmit  a  copy 
of  the  printed  papers  to  Marquis 
Cornwallis,  Earl  Macartney,  Lord 
Teignmouth,  Sir  John  Macpherfon, 
and  Warren  Haftings,  Efq.  with  a 
requeft  that  they  will  feverally  fa¬ 
vour  the  Company  with  a  commu¬ 
nication  of  their  advice  and  opinion 
on  the  fubjeft  of  them. 

Mr.  Impey  feconded  the  mo¬ 
tion. 

The  Chairman  (Mr.  D.  Scott) 
wifhed  to  fay  a  few  words ;  and 
firft,  he  muft  take  notice,  that  it 
was  not  ufual  nor  neceffary  for  for¬ 
ty-three  proprietors  to  fign  a  letter 
to  the  chairman  and  deputy  chair¬ 
man,  defiring  them  to  call  a  gene¬ 
ral  court,  &c.  &c.  the  by-law  re¬ 
quiring  no  greater  number  than  nine; 
but  fo  unufual  a  circumftance  as 
forty-three  coming  forward  on  the 
occafion,  naturally  excited  fome  fur- 
prife,  and  called  forth  a  degree  of 
obfervation  that  might  not  other- 
wife  have  arifen  either  in  the  minds 
of  his  worthy  colleague  and  himfelf, 
and  alfo  of  the  court  of  directors. 
He  was  far  from  meaning  to  caft  any 
refledlion  on  any  of  the  gentlemen 
who  figned  that  letter  ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  he  knew  them  to  be  men  of 
character  and  reputation,  men  for 
whom,  perfonally,  he  entertained 


the  higheft  refpeT  ;  but  he  muft  be 
permitted  to  obferve,  that  when  he 
confidered  that  many  of  thofe  gen¬ 
tlemen  were  immediately  concerned 
and  interested  as  merchants  or 
agents  in  the  private  trade  to  and 
from  India,  their  opinions  could  not 
have  the  fame  weight  with  him  as 
thofe  of  more  impartial  and  difinte- 
refted  perfons.  He  could  not  avoid 
feeling  that  they  might  be  acting 
under  fome  degree  of  prejudice,  and 
ftill  give  a  preference  to  the  unani¬ 
mous  opinion  of  the  directors,  an 
opinion  formed  upon  deep  reflection, 
careful  inveftigation,  and  after  full 
difcuftion.  The  hon.  proprietor 
who  moved  the  refolution  com¬ 
plained  of  Mr.  Browne’s  report. 
There  might  polfibly  be  fome  trifling 
errors  in  it.  He  had  alfo  laid  fome 
ft  refs  on  the  fecond  letter  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  late  prefident 
of  the  India  board.  In  the  letter 
that  right  hon.  gentleman  ftated  his 
concurrence  of  the  general  principles 
on  which  the  majority  of  the  refo- 
lutions  come  to  by  the  directors  on 
the  4  th  of  February,  exprefsly  de¬ 
clares,  that  the  fubjeCt  is  purely 
commercial,  and  not  fubjeCt  to  the 
control  of  the  board  of  commiffioners 
for  the  affairs  of  India ;  but  the 
conclufion  of  the  right  hon.  gentle¬ 
man’s  letter  is  highly  deferving  the 
attention  of  the  court,  as  he  em¬ 
phatically  ends  his  addrefs  to  the 
chairman  and  deputy-,  with  depre¬ 
cating  any  further  delay  in  acting  on 
the  refolutions  as  the  worft  refult 
that  can  polfibly  attend  the  further 
difcuftion  of  the  fubjeCt. 

Mr.  Impey,  who  feconded  the 
motion,  faid,  he  had  concurred 
with  the  large  and  refpedable  body 
of  proprietors,  at  whofe  requeft  the 
court  had  been  called  ;  he  could  not 
better  exprefs  their  object  than  in 
the  words  of  the  directors  them- 
felves  at  the  beginning  of  their  firft 

report ; 
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report  :  “  That  they  fought  to  ob¬ 
tain,  from  all  the  fources  of  informa¬ 
tion  within  their  reach,  a  comprehen- 
five  knowledge  of  facfts  and  opini¬ 
ons  relating  to  this  fubjeft,  that  they 
might  be  affifted  in  forming  intelli¬ 
gent  and  juft  conclufions.'”  As  this 
was  confonant  both  to  reafon  and  the 
expreffed  fentiments  of  the  court  of 
directors,  he  could  fcarcely  believe 
it  would  meet  with  oppofition  ;  he 
could  fcarcely  believe  any  proprie¬ 
tor  would  perfuade  the  court  to 
give  a  final  opinion  on  this  queftion, 
which  was  admitted  to  involve  the 
deareft  interefts  of  the  Britilh  em¬ 
pire,  before  they  were  aftifted  with 
the  advice  of  thofe  great  men,  to 
whom  v/e  owed  our  pofleffions  in 
the  Eaft,  who  were  beft  acquainted 
with  their  aftual  fcate,  and  mufti 
feel  moft  anxious  for  their  profpe- 
rity.  He  could  not  think  the  di¬ 
rectors  would  wifh  for  a  blind  con¬ 
currence  in  their  meafures,  but 
would  rather  defire  all  poffible  lights 
might  be  thrown  on  them,  that,  if 
they  fhould  prove  to  be  erroneous, 
they  might  be  retrafted.  It  was 
matter  of  regret  to  the  proprietors 
when  any  wide  difference  of  opinion 
prevailed  between  thofe  who  had  the 
chief  direction  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Eaft-India  Company  ;  but  on  fuch 
occafions,  it  became  particularly 
their  duty,  as  well  as  intereft,  to  be 
circurnfpeft,  and  feek  for  every  pof¬ 
fible  information  and  advice  before 
they  decided  between  the  contend¬ 
ing  parties.  In  this  cafe  the  di¬ 
rectors  flood  on  one  fide,  Mr.  Dun- 
das  and  the  governor-general  on  the 
other  ;  as  he  was  bound  to  admit 
that  the  court  of  directors  endea¬ 
voured  to  purfue  the  interefts  of  the 
Company  and  the  Public  to  the  bed: 
of  their  judgment,  they  were  bound 
to  make  the  fame  admiftion  on  their 
part  to  Mr.  Dundas  and  Lord  Wel- 
kdley  •  he  -coofidered  it  as  an  error 


in  judgment  on  one  fide  or  the 
other,  and  wifhed  the  opinions  of 
both  to  be  fully  inveftigated  before 
thofe  of  either  were  adopted.  He 
faid  he  fhould  refrain  from  Hying 
any  thing  on  the  main  queftion  at 
prefent,  hoping  the  motion  would 
not  be  oppofed. 

Mr.  Twining  rofe  next,  and 
began  with  making  fome  obferva- 
tions  on  the  names  fubfcribed  to  the 
letter  requiring  the  chairman  and 
deputy  chairman  to  call  the  court ; 
and  faid,  that  it  was  impoflible  not 
to  take  notice,  that,  among  thofe 
names,  there  were  many  gentlemen, 
however  refpeftable  or  high  in  cha¬ 
racter,  who  were  known  to  be  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  private  trade  to  and 
from  India.  The  confideration  of  that 
circumftance  was  of  itfelf  fufticient  to 
convince  gentlemen  that  the  gene¬ 
ral  court  had  not  been  called  at  the 
inftance  of  proprietors  perfectly  dif- 
interefted,  and  who  had  no  object 
in  view  but  the  general  interefts  of 
the  Eaft-India  Company - 

Mr.  Twining  was  called  to  or¬ 
der  by  Mr.  Durant,  who  main¬ 
tained  that  it  was  diforderly,  and 
contrary  to  all  ufage,  in  public  af- 
fembly,  to  call  the  motives  of  any 
man,  or  any  fet  of  men,  in  queftion  ; 
in  a  much  higher  aflembly  than 
that  court  (the  Houfe  of  Commons), 
let  a  man  bring  forward  what  mo- 
tion  he  pleafed,  it  was  highly  irre¬ 
gular  to  impute  improper  motives 
to  him. 

The  Chairman  faid,  he  con¬ 
ceived  the  hon.  proprietor  to  have 
been  ftricffcly  in  order.  He  had  an 
undoubted  right  to  obferve,  that 
the  fubfcribers  to  the  letter  were 
many  of  them  concerned  in  the  pri¬ 
vate  trade,  and  to  consider  whether 
the  defire  to  pufh  their  interefts 
might  not  clafti  with  the  general  iru» 
terefts  of  the  Company  ? 

Mr.  Twining  refumed  his  fpeech, 

and 
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and  faid,  he  intended  no  difrefpeCt 
to  any  of  the  gentlemen  who  figned 
the  letter  defiring  that  the  ge¬ 
neral  court  might  be  called  ;  he 
knew  them  to  be  men  of  great  cha¬ 
racter,  and  entitled  to  refpeCt ;  but 
they  would,  he  hoped,  allow  him  to 
fay,  that  they  were  not,  of  all 
others,  the  beft  entitled  to  be  con- 
lidered  as  impartial  and  independent 
proprietors,  who  fought  no  other 
objeCI  than  the  promotion  of  the 
bell  interefts  of  the  Eali-India  Com¬ 
pany,  With  regard  to  what  he  had 
to  offer  that  day,  he  thought  it  ne- 
celfary  to  premife,  that  the  general 
court  mull  not  look  to  him  for  pro¬ 
found  refearch  or  abltrhfe  philofo- 
phy  ;  he  fliould  merely  endeavour  to 
convey  a  few  fimple  ideas,  in  plain 
reafoning,  limited  by  common 
fenfe.  Thofe  who  might  be  fup- 
pofed  to  feel  themfelves  interefted 
in  the  fubjeCt  of  the  prefent  mo¬ 
tion,  appeared  to  him  to  refolve 
themfelves  into  dalles :  Thofe  who 
were  concerned  in  the  private  trade, 
and  were  not  proprietors ;  thofe 
who  were  proprietors,  and  were  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  private  trade ;  and 
thofe  proprietors  who  had  no  pri¬ 
vate  intereft,  but  think  it  would 
conduce  to  the  advantage  of  the 
Company.  Had  nine  gentlemen  of 
the  latter  clafs  come  forward  with  a 
letter,  requeuing  a  general  court  to 
be  called  on  the  fubjeCt  of  the  pri¬ 
vate  trade,  he  was  free  to  confefs 
he  (liould  have  thought  the  manner 
of  convening  the  court  more  re- 
fpeCtable,  and  lefs  liable  to  fufpi- 
cion,  and  the  matter,  for  the  dite 
Cuifion  of  which  it  was  brought  for¬ 
ward,  better  entitled  to  fair  and 
candid  confideration.  He  owned  he 
had,  with  fome  furprife,  obferved 
the  name  of  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
Blade  the  motion  among  the  forty- 
three  fubfcribers  to  the  letter.  The 
report,  to  which  the  hon.  proprie¬ 
tor  had  raifed  lb  many  objections, 
VOL,  3. 
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was  the  refult  of  a  long  and  delibe¬ 
rate  inveltigation  of  the  fubjeCt,  by 
a  fpecial  committee  of  their  execu¬ 
tive  body,  who  were  necelfarily  led 
to  take  advantage  of  all  the  informa¬ 
tion  that  could  be  derived  from  a 
mafs  of  materials  beyond  the  reach 
of  common  proprietors,  and  whofe 
duty,  as  directors,  plainly  pointed 
out  to  them  that  they  were  bound 
to  fupport  the  general  interefts  of 
the  Eaft- India  Company,  as  the 
paramount  objeCt  of  their  attention  ; 
they  could  have  no  private  motive 
to  prejudice  their  judgment,  or  bias 
their  opinions ;  and  it  was  due  to 
them  to  admit,  that,  in  deciding  on 
a  fubjeCt  fo  extremely  important, 
they  had  exercifed  their  beft  wif- 
dom,  and  aCted  moll  confcientioufty. 
Their  decifion  was  obvioufty  calcu¬ 
lated  to  fupport  and  enfure  the  lia¬ 
bility  of  the  Company,  and  to  pre- 
ferve  its  valuable  interefts  entire. 
What,  on  the  other  hand,  was  the 
complexion  and  character  of  the  ob¬ 
jections  urged  againft  the  report,  and 
the  motion  which  the  hon.  proprie¬ 
tor  had  concluded  with  ?  Neither 
more  nor  lefs  than  an  avowed  charge 
againft  the  directors  for  negleCt  of 
duty,  a  palpable  innovation  on  the 
conftitution  of  the  Company,  and 
an  attempt  to  introduce  a  new  and 
hitherto  unheard-of  fuperintending 
power,  to  awe  and  influence  their 
executive  body,  in  whofe  hands,  by 
the  law  of  England,  the  direction 
and  management  of  the  commercial 
concerns  of  the  Company  were 
veiled.  Is  it  the  intereft  of  the 
proprietors  to  abandon  the  trade  of 
the  Company  ?  The  general  court 
would  do  well  to  paufe,  before  they 
contented  to  a  motion  that  would 
lead  ultimately  to  a  furrender  of 
the  moft  valuable  rights  of  the 
proprietors.  He  could  not  allow 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  (who  had 
fo  pditely  interrupted  him  when  he 
firft  rcfe),  or  the  hon.  mover  of  the 
£  L  reflation 
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refolution  before  the  court,  had 
dealt  in  fair  argument  ;  the  latter 
had  certainly  difplayed  riiuch  inge¬ 
nuity,  but  he  had  faid  nothing  that 
brought  conviction  to  his  mind, 
that  they  might  fafely  continue  to 
confide  in  their  executive  body,  and 
leave  to  them,  as  the  law  of  the 
country  had  done,  the  free,  full, 
and  unembar raffed  management  and 
direction  of  their  commercial  con¬ 
cerns.  Mr.  Twining  faid,  he 
Should  conclude  with  moving  an 
amendment,  the  purport  of  which 
was,  .“  That  this  court  do  confirm 
“  the  unanimous  refolutions  of  the 
“  court  of  directors  on  the  4th  of 
i(  February  laft  ;  and  that  the  court 
u  of  direClors  do,  without  delay, 
u  adt  upon  the  principles  detailed 
“  in  thofe  refolutions. 5 *  —  Mr. 
Twining  called  upon  the  court  of 
directors,  and  all  others  who  were 
proprietors,  to  come  forward  on 
this  occafion,  and  vote  for  the 
amendment,  as  the  only  effectual 
means  of  maintaining  the  authority 
of  the  executive  body,  andpreferving 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  pro¬ 
prietary. 

Mr.  Chisholme  feconded  the 
amendment,  which  having  been 
read, 

Mr.  Chisholme  rofe  again,  and 
faid,  he  had  feconded  the  amend¬ 
ment,  becaufe,  though  he  had  often 
aCted  with  his  honourable  friend  in 
fupporting  motions  calculated,  in 
his  judgment,  to  promote  the  inte- 
refts  of  the  Eaft- India  Company,  he 
could  not  bring  his  mind  to  concur 
in  a  motion  which  appeared  to  him 
to  trench  upon  the  beft  rights  of  the 
Company,  through  the  medium  of  a 
direct  and  unqualified  attack  on  their 
executive  body,  whofe  conftitutional 
functions  it  aimed  at  fuperfeding, 
and  in  veiling  in  other  hands.  The 
report,  which  had  been  in  fo  many 
inftances  objected  to  by  his  honour¬ 
able  friend,  he  had  gone  through 


with  every  pofiible  degree  of  attend 
tion,  and  he  mult  declare,  that  of 
all  the  papers  he  had  ever  read,  (and, 
confidering  his  time  of  life,  they 
could  not  be  fuppofed  to  be  few  in 
number,)  he  had  never  met  with  one 
more  clear  and  perfpicuous  in  ar¬ 
rangement,  more  plain  and  unan- 
fwerable  in  reafoning,  or  more  fa- 
tisfaCtory  in  its  deductions  and  con- 
clufions,  than  the  report  in  queftion. 
He  was  ready  at  all  times  to  give 
his  honourable  friend  full  credit  for 
his  great  abilities  ;  but  he  had  that 
day  difplayed  a  degree  of  ingenuity, 
that,  with  ail  deference  to  his 
talents,  he  had  not  expeCted  from 
him.  He  had  difcovered,  what  no 
other  honourable  proprietor  dreamt 
of,  that  the  late  prefident  of  the 
India  board,  Mr.  Dundas,  had  yet 
to  learn  the  diftindiion  between  that 
part  of  the  Company’s  affairs  which 
was  political ,  and  that  which  was 
commercial ,  and  that  he  was  ready 
to  teach  him.  To  a  man  of  his 
plain  and  fimple  underftanding,  Mr. 
Dundas,  in  his  letter  of  the  21  ft  of 
March,  appeared  to  he  perfectly 
mafter  of  that  diftindtion  ;  for  he 
fays,  (fpeaking  of  the  private  trade,) 
(<  It  is  a  fubjedl  over  which  the 
coinmiffioners  for  the  affairs  of  India 
have  no  control and  he  ends  that 
letter  with  recommending  the 
avoidance  of  further  delay  in 
coining  to  a  decifion  upon  it.  Mr. 
Chifholme  reafoned  upon  this  as  an 
irrefragable  proof,  that  the  late 
prefident  of  the  India  board  en, 
tertained  a  clear  and  decifive  opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  private  trade  of  the 
Company  was  purely  commercial, 
and  that  heearneftly  recommended  to 
the  directors  to  ufe  all  pofiible  dif- 
patch  in  aCting  upon  the  principles 
detailed  in  their  refolutions  of  the 
4th  of  February.  He  obferved, 
that,  in  fpeaking  of  the  danger  of 
colonization  in  India,  his  honour¬ 
able  frjgnd  had  introduced  a  com- 
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parifon  between  colonization  in 
America  and  colonization  in  India. 
In  judging  of  this  comparifon,  gen¬ 
tlemen  (hould  recoiled  the  very  dif¬ 
ferent  (late  and  condition  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  when  firft  reforted  to  by  Bri- 
tifh  fubjeds,  and  of  India  as  it  now 
Hood.  America  was  found  to  be  a 
rude,  uncleared,  uncultivated  coun¬ 
try,  thinly  peopled,  and  that  only 
by  hordes  of  uncivilized  favages  ; 
it  was  impoftible,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  for  Britifh  fettiers  to  look 
for  fafety  or  fupport,  but  from  num¬ 
bers  ;  increafing  colonization,  there¬ 
fore,  necefiarily  was  encouraged, 
and  an  early  intercourfe  eftablifhed 
with  the  Weft. India  iftands.  It 
took  a  long  period  of  time  to  culti¬ 
vate  and  eftablifh  colonies  along  the 
coaft,  in  the  northern  provinces 
efpecially,  and  many,  many  years 
elapfed,  before  the  ftates  felt  them- 
felves  fufficiently  ftrong  to  throw  off 
their  dependence  on  the  mother 
country.  What  was  it  that  enlight¬ 
ened  their  minds,  and  enabled  them 
to  after  t  their  independency  ?  It 
was  the  gradual  approach  of  litera¬ 
ture,  the  introduction  of  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  the  dead  languages  and 
the  claflics,  the  foundation  of  col¬ 
leges  and  univerfities,  and  the  ready 
accefs  opened  to  literature,  which 
introduced  philofophy.  Hence  the 
yout»h  of  America  were  furnifhed 
with  education  at  home  ;  and  it  is 
well  known  that  every  man  finds  his 
mind  endeared  to  the  place  of  his 
education,  and  'is  naturally  led  to 
look  to  his  native  country  as  the  feat 
of  his  future  happinefs,  his  comforts, 
his  profpeCts,  and  ultimate  fame  and 
fortune.  Does  India  Hand  at  this 
moment  in  the  fame  fituation  that 
America  did  when  firft  reforted  to  ? 
DireClly  the  contrary.  India  is  a 
country  rich  in  foil,  genial  in  cli¬ 
mate,  extremely  populous,  unrivalled 
in  manufactures  of  the  molt  valuable 
kind,  cultivated  to  an  uncommon  de» 


greeby  its  natives,  who  are  perfectly 
civilized,  enlightened,  and  religious. 
Does  not  every  man  fee  that,  if  colo¬ 
nization  in  India  were  not  rig'dly 
guarded  againft,  it  would  take  a  much 
fhorter  time  to  enable  India  to  afiert 
her  independence  than  it  coft  Ame¬ 
rica  ?  Mr.  Chifholme  ftrongly  re¬ 
probated  the  motion  as  an  attack  on 
their  executive  body,  and  an  in¬ 
ful  ting  attempt  to  fubjeCfc  them  to 
receive  inftruCtions  from  their  for¬ 
mer  fervants,  who  had  not  the  fame 
means  of  acquiring  general  know¬ 
ledge  in  regard  to  the  commercial 
and  fovereign  interefts  of  India,  that 
they  themfelves  poflefled.  For 
thefe  reafons,  among  others,  Mr. 
Chifholme  faid,  he  had  feconded  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Inglis  (an  American  mer¬ 
chant),  after  fpeaking  forfome  time 
on  the  fubjeCt  of  the  private  trade, 
faid,  he  was  not  an  advocate  for 
building  (hips  to  be  employed  in 
trading  to  and  from  India,  but  he 
was  a  warm  and  anxious  friend  to 
building  fhips  in  India  to  be  freight¬ 
ed  home  to  Great- Britain,  and,  on 
their  arrival,  added  to  the  Britifti 
marine,  becaufe  '  that  would  be 
opening  a  moft  valuable  influx  of 
national  refource,  viz.  (hip-build¬ 
ing  materials,  which  had  better 
come  home  in  the  fiiape  of  a  (hip 
than  in  the  rude  form  of  a  log  ;  and 
he  was  the  rather  inclined  to  en¬ 
courage  this  fyftem,  as  the  materials 
for  (hip-building  were  fo  extremely 
dear  in  this  country.  He  concluded 
with  declaring  that  he  (hould  vote 
for  the  amendment. 

Sir  Stephen  Lushington  faid, 
he  did  not  intend  to  trefpafs  long 
on  the  time  of  the  proprietors,  but 
he  thought  it  proper  to  obferve,  that 
the  prefent  appeared  to  him  the  moft 
extraordinary  proceeding  that  ever 
he  had  witnefied  in  that  court. 
Forty-three  individual  proprietors, 
moft  of  them  engaged  in  the  private 
|  L  2  trade 
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trade  to  and  from  India,  to  fet  up 
their  opinions  againft  the  judgment 
of  the  directors,  their  executive 
body,  eftablifhed  as  fuch  by  repeated 
ads  of  the  legiflature.  Let  the 
proprietors  recoiled!  the  weight  of 
the  word  unanimity .  The  foar-and- 
twenty  directors  were  unanimous. 
Not  only  fo,  but  the  fix  new  ones, 
who  came  in  but  laft  month,  had 
carefully  examined  all  the  papers  on 
which  the  twenty-four  old  directors 
grounded  their  opinions,  and  they 
fully  concurred  with  them  ;  fo  that 
thirty  directors,  the  majority  of 
whom  had  patiently  inveftigated  the 
fubjed,  confidered  it  again  and 
again  in  every  poftible  point  of 
view,  for  many  months,  (he  might 
fay  years,  as  it  originated  foon  after 
1  793,)  werd  clearly  of  one  opinion, 
forty-three  interefted  individuals  of 
another.  What  was  it  that  the  re- 
folution  that  had  been  moved  aimed 
at,  but  the  fetting  up  of  a  new  board 
of  control  to  inftrud  and  dired  the 
diredors  ?  The  exifting  board  of 
control,  when  firft  inftituted,  had 
not  been  fo  highly  relifhed  as  to 
make  the  proprietors  very  eager  to 
have  a  fecond  inftituted.  Inftead  of 
this  covert  means  of  attacking  the 
diredors,  it  would  have  been  far 
more  manly  to  have  come  forward 
at  once  with  a  motion  to  difmifs  the 
prefent  diredors,  as  unworthy  of 
further  truft,  and  of  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  thofe  in  their  room,  who 
flood  forward  on  the  prefent  occa- 
Ikm,  and  who,  if  they  once  found 
their  way  behind  that  bar,  w'ould 
no  doubt  introduce  a  new  fyftem  of 
management  of  the  Company’s  af¬ 
fairs,  ftnce  the  prefent  motion  ma- 
nifefted  their  utter  difregard  of  the 
rights  of  the  Eaft-India  Company. 
Sir  Stephen  faid,  he  was  not  a  little 
amazed  to  fee  among  the  forty- 
three  proprietors  who  ligned  the 
letter  requefting  the  court  to  be 
called,  the  names  of  many  gentle. 


men  who  owed  every  (hilling  of 
their  fortunes  to  the  Eaft-India  Com¬ 
pany.  Among  them,  with  equal 
furprife  and  regret,  he  perceived  the 
name  of  a  fon  of  an  honourable  pro¬ 
prietor,  now  no  more,  who  had 
made  it  one  of  the  chief  objects  of 
his  life  to  prove  himfelf  the  ftrenu- 
ous  advocate  of  the  rights  and  pri¬ 
vileges  of  the  Company  ;  a  gentle¬ 
man  whofe  merits  as  a  proprietor, 
and  whofe  zeal  in  maintaining  their 
true  interefts  were  fo  univerfally 
acknowledged,  that  he  fhould  not 
think  too  high  a  compliment  had 
been  paid  to  his  memory  if  his  bull 
had  been  the  ornament  of  a  niche 
among  thofe  of  the  honourable  men 
whofe  ft  a  tues  were  placed  above 
their  heads.  [Lord  Clive,  General 
Lawrence,  Sir  George  Pocock,  and 
Sir  Eyre  Coote.]  What  then  muft 
his  regret  be  to  fee  the  fon  of  that 
honourable  proprietor,  who  had  faid, 
on  a  former  occafton,  that  u  he  owed 
every  thing  he  poiTelfed  to  the 
Company,”  joining  in  and  lending 
countenance  to  a  motion  calculated 
to  fubvert  the  rights  and  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  Company  ?  That  ho¬ 
nourable  proprietor  might  be  con- 
lidered  as  the  immediate  child  of  the 
Company  ;  and  was  his  conduct  in 
the  inftance  alluded  to  a  natural  re¬ 
turn  for  paft  favours,  or  rather  for 
parental  kindnefs  ?  But  would  that 
court  be  led  away  by  an  argument, 
however  ingenious,  and  induced  to 
lofe  light  of  the  great  national  im¬ 
portance  of  the  Eaft-India  Com¬ 
pany  ?  Would  they  forget  that  the 
wifdom  of  ages  had  uniformly  {hewn 
that  it  was  the  policy  of  the  (late  to 
have  the  trade  to  the  Eaft- Indies 
carried  on  by  an  exclufive  monopoly 
in  the  hands  of  the  Company  ?  Did 
gentlemen  recoiled;  what  a  vaft  en¬ 
gine  of  revenue  the  Company  was 
to  the  government  of  the  empire  ? 
Had  they  forgot  the  large  fums  paid 
in  duties  of  excife  and  cuftoms  ;  and 
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would  they  on  light  grounds  take  a 
ftep  that  might  (hake  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  Company  to  its  foun¬ 
dation?  The  report  of  Bengal  im¬ 
ports  and  exports  was  ably  referred 
to  by  the  honourable  proprietor 
who  moved  the  refolution  ;  it  might, 
for  aught  he  knew,  be  in  fome  points 
erroneous*  It  was  impoftible,  in 
matters  of  that  magnitude,  to  be 
minutely  correct;  but  whatever 
errors  there  might  be  found  in  Mr. 
Brown’s  report,  they  could  not 
weaken  the  authority  of  fo  valuable 
a  paper.  With  regard  to  the  ob¬ 
jections  made  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  the  report  of  the  fpecial 
committee  of  directors,  if  the  able 
ex-dire6lor  who  drew  it,  (and  who 
w^as  confined  to  his  houfe  by  indif- 
pofition,)  had  been  prefen t,  he  was 
perfuaded  every  argument  that  had 
been  advanced  by  his  honourable 
friend  who  opened  the  debate, 
would  have  been  completely  an- 
fwered  and  overthrown,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  acknowledged  abilities 
of  his  honourable  friend.  Sir  Ste¬ 
phen  added  various  other  arguments 
againft  the  refolution,  and  declared 
he  thould  vote  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Johnstone  obferved,  that 
after  the  perfonal  allufion  of  the 
hon.  Baronet,  it  was  fcarcely  ne- 
ceffary  for  him  to  offer  an  apology 
for  prefenting  himfelf  to  the  notice 
of  the  chairman ;  though  his  obfer- 
vations  would  naturally  be  very 
fhort,  as  the  forcible  argument  of 
his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Henchman) 
remained  totally  unanfwered,  and 
was,  in  faff,  unanfwerable.  The 
hon.  Baronet,  after  alluding  to  a 
deceafed  relation,  in  terms  which, 
while  they  infpired  him  with  pride 
and  fatisfaCtion,  demanded  his  ac¬ 
knowledgments.  The  hon.  Baronet 
exprelTed  his  aftonifhment  that  he, 
whom  he  juftiy  termed  the  child  of 
the  Company,  ftiould  unite  in  an 


attack  upon  its  privileges.  Mr. 
Johnftone  faid,  “  Sir,  I  mull  repeat 
what  I  faid  in  this  court  on  a  for¬ 
mer  occafion.  The  example  of  that 
refpeded  relation,  and  the  zeal  he 
ever  felt  for  the  Company,  taught 
me  to  feel  an  infantine  attachment 
for  its  rights;  and,  placed  in  its 
fervice  at  a  very  early  period  of 
life,  and  advanced  in  a  degree  very 
far  beyond  my  deferts,  I  have  never 
ceafed  to  look  on  the  Company  with 
a  reverential  attachment,  matured 
by  years  and  reflection.  If,  owing 
every  thing  I  poffefs  to  the  Com¬ 
pany,  I  could  join  in  an  attempt 
to  invade  its  rights  and  endanger 
its  permanence,  I  fhould  be  the 
moll  ungrateful  of  human  kind,  and 
deferve  the  reprobation  of  every 
juft  and  good  man.  But  before 
fuch  infinuations  are  uttered,  let 
gentlemen  fhew  what  right  is  fought 
to  be  invaded,  what  privilege  is 
attacked.  That  has  not  been  done 
by  the  hon.  Baronet — that  has  not 
been  done  by  any  perfon  in  this 
court  ;  and,  indeed,  fuch  a  charge 
muft  aftonifh  every  reafoning  and 
difpafiionate  man,  who  does  not  re¬ 
flect  how  ready  are  the  executive 
members  of  every  public  body  to 
reprefent  a  diflent  from  their  mea- 
fure  as  an  attack  on  the  vital  inte- 
refts  of  the  community.  Sir,  it  is 
becaufe  I  feel  that  ardent  zeal  for 
the  interefts  of  the  Company,  which 
it  is  my  duty  and  my  pride  to  feel, 
that  I  fupport  this  motion.  I  have 
ever  thought  the  firft  and  laft  fecu- 
rity  for  the  permanency  of  this 
Company  to  be  the  impoffibility  of 
placing  its  patronage  and  authority 
in  any  other  hands,  utithout  over¬ 
turning  the  balance  of  the  confti- 
tution  •  for  if  to  the  influence  of  the 
crown,  already  fo  enormoufly  in- 
creafed,  were  added  the  difpofal  of 
the  revenues  of  the  Eaft. India  Com¬ 
pany,  there  would  be  ao  end  of  our 
i  L  S  liberties. 
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liberties.  Standing  on  Inch  a  bafts, 
if,  in  our  conduft,  we  adopt  a  li¬ 
beral  and  generous  policy— If,  un¬ 
influenced  by  that  narrow  fpirit  of 
which  all  exclusive  companies  have 
been  accufed,  we  grant  fuch  liberal 
facilities  to  the  trade  of  India,  as 
fhall  render  London  the  emporium 
of  eaftern  commerce,  as  fhall  enable 
this  nation  to  be  fbpplied  with  the 
prodace  of  India  cheaper  than  fhe 
can  be  fupplied  by  any  other  means ; 
then,  I  fay,  the  fafety  and  perma¬ 
nency  of  the  Company  will  be  per¬ 
petual.  To  do  this,  is  it  required 
that  the  Company  fhould  diminifh 
its  invefttnents,  fhould  forego  any 
part  of  its  trade?  No  !  All  that 
is  alked  is  merely  to  be  permitted 
to  fend  to  Europe  the  exuberant 
produce  of  India,  which  the  Com¬ 
pany  cannot  purehafe,  fubjebt  to 
every  check,  and  reftraint,  and  re¬ 
gulation,  which  can  be  devifed. 
It  is  admitted  on  all  hands,  even  in 
the  report  itfelf,  that  this  produce 
muft  come  to  Europe  ;  and,  there¬ 
fore,  the  only  queftion  is,  whether 
it  fhall  be  brought  to  England  in 
the  firft  inftance,  or  go  diredfly  to 
thofe  parts  of  the  continent  where 
it  is  to  be  confumed  ?  In  either  way, 
it  mu  ft  enter  into  competition  with 
the  fales  of  the  Company  ;  for  it  is 
notorious  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
pi|rchafers  buy  with  a  view  to  ex¬ 
portation.  But  if  this  produce  is 
brought  here,  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land  will  obtain  it  cheaper  than  fo¬ 
reigners,  by  all  the  coft  and  charges 
attendant  op  tranfportation  from 
hence  to  the  continent.  But  if  it 
goes  directly  to  the  continent,  and 
private  traders  are  excluded  from 
fending  their  goods  to  Englapd, 
the  nations  of  the  continent  will 
confurne  the  produce  of  our  pof- 
fefftons  cheaper  than  we  do.  To 
produce  fuch  an  event  is  to  hazard 
the  fafety  of  the  Company,  for 


what  anfwer  can  be  oppofed  to  its 
enemies  when  they  ftate  fuch  a 
fa  61  ? 

((  Now,  Sir,  as  to  colonization 
and  its  dangers.  It  is  evident  that, 
if  colonization  is  attempted,  it  will 
be  with  a  view  to  facilitate  the 
purehafe  and  manufaflure  of  thofe 
articles  of  Indian  produce  for  which 
there  is  a  demand  in  Europe.  Whe¬ 
ther  the  demands  of  Europe  are  to 
be  fupplied  by  the  agency  of  Fo¬ 
reigners  or  Englilhmen,  coloniza¬ 
tion  is  equally  likely  to  be  at¬ 
tempted  ;  and,  therefore,  the  only 
queftion  is,  whether  the  attempt 
can  moft  eaftly  be  defeated  when 
made  by  Foreigners,  over  whom  our 
Indian  government  has  no  legal  au¬ 
thority,  or  when  made  by  Engliftw 
men,  over  whom  the  law  has  granted 
an  unlimited  power  of  control. 

se  An  honourable  friend  (Mr. 
Chifholme)  has  complimented  my 
honourable  friend  on  the  ingenuity 
he  difplayed  in  one  part  of  his  ar¬ 
gument  ;  but  I  fay  that  the  beft 
and  jufteft  tribute  that  has  been  paid 
to  his  talents  is,'  that  the  honour¬ 
able  proprietor  (Mr.  Twining)  has 
not  anfwered  any  one  of  his  argu¬ 
ments.  Of  the  various  fa6b  he 
dated,  and  the  inferences  he  drew, 
not  one  has  that  gentleman  even 
attempted  to  controvert  $  and  who¬ 
ever  calls  to  mind  his  talents  and 
ingenuity,  fo  often  difplayed  in  this 
court,  muft  conftder  his  filence  as  a 
convincing  evidence  that  the  argu- 
ment§  are  in  themfelves  unanfwer- 
able.  He  has  indeed  told  us,  that 
the  fupporters  of  this  meafure  may 
be  divided  into  feveral  claftes,  foine 
of  whom  he  warmly  reprehends  as 
chargeable  with  ingratitude  for  an 
attack  on  the  Company,  through 
whofe  proteftion  they  have  thrived 
fo  greatly ;  but  he  like  wife  ne- 
gle6ted  to  (hew  in  what  that  attack 
confided,  and  I  again  challenge 
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every  gentleman  on  the  fame  fide  to 
explain  diftin&ly  in  what  the  attack 
and  the  ingratitude  condfts.  When 
they  fhall  do  To,  I  will  with  due 
contrition  acknowledge  my  error  ; 
but  until  it  is  done,  I  mult  be  of 
opinion  that  fome  of  his  obferva- 
tions  are  not  confident  with  the 
candour  and  fairnefs  he  has  ufually 
manifefted. 

f<  But,  fays  my  honourable 
friend  (Mr.  Chifholme),  I  objedt 
to  this  meafure,  becaufe  it  leads  to 
innovation.  The  utmolt  latitude  of 
privilege  which  is  defired  has  fub- 
fifted  fince  1/Q5,  has  fub lifted  in  a 
greater  or  lefs  degree  for  feven 
years,  without  producing  any  evils, 
without  leading  to  any  infringement 
on  the  Company’s  rights,  without 
proving  injurious  to  the  Company’s 
trade.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be 
called  an  innovation,  but  has  under¬ 
gone  fuch  whoiefome  trial  as  fhould 
ever  precede  meafures  of  importance. 
But  the  fyftem  now  propofed  is  in¬ 
deed  an  innovation,  an  innovation 
of  a  moft  alarming  kind,  by  which 
the  Company  propofes  to  bring  to 
Europe  the  goods  of  individuals  at 
a  certain  and  increafmg  lofs.  My 
honourable  friend  dated,  that  10,000 
tons  of  fhipping  would  be  required, 
for  which  the  Company  would  pay 
37 1.  per  ton,  while  they  would  re¬ 
ceive  from  the  merchant  21  /.  being 
a  lofs  of  160,000/. ;  but  the  amount 
of  India  goods  brought  home  in 
Indian  (hips  laft  year  was  20,000 
tons  ;  fo  that  if  the  fame  quantity 
of  goods  comes  home  this  year,  and 
the  Company  do  what  the  report 
propofes,  there  will  be  a  lofs  of 
3,20,000/.  But  is  this  all  ?  No  ! 
The  lofs  mud  increafe  annually. 
The  report  would  lead  to  a  belief 
that  the  trade  of  India  has  not  in- 
creafed ;  but  he  who  does  not  fhut 
his  eyes  againft  conviction,  mud  be 
fcnfible  that  the  ufe  of  articles  of 


Indian  produce  and  manufacture  is 
increafmg  daily  throughout  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  fo  that  if  this  fyftem  were 
adhered  to  for  half  a  century,  and 
the  Company  annually  furnifhed, 
at  a  lofs  of  167.  per  ton,  all  the 
fhipping  likely  to  be  required, 
which  is  in  reality  the  purport  of 
their  undertaking,  it  is  no  exagge¬ 
ration  to  affert,  that  the  whole  ter¬ 
ritorial  revenue  would  not  Ripply 
adequate  funds  for  the  purpofe.” 

Sir  Francis  Baring  rofe  im¬ 
mediately,  and  warmly  repelled  the 
aifertion,  that  the  arguments  of  the 
hon.  mover  of  the  refolQtion  were 
unanfwerablc,  nor  would  he  allow 
that  the  report  was  liable  to  the  ob¬ 
jections  that  had  been  made  againft: 
it.  There  was  not  a  part  of  it, 
which  he  declared,  he  was  not  ready 
to  difeufs  with  the  hon.  mover,  or 
any  other  proprietor.  The  motion 
was  a  direct  attack  upon  the  execu¬ 
tive  body,  and  an  infringement  of 
the  rights,  privileges,  and  confti- 
t  lit  ion  of  the  Eaft- India  Company. 
Looking  at  the  names  of  the  forty- 
three  proprietors  who  figned  the  let¬ 
ter  dellring  the  court  to  be  called, 
there  were  among  them  many  who 
were  known  to  be  deeply  concerned 
in  the  private  trade,  and  from  the 
attempts  that  have  been  more  than 
once  made  to  open  the  trade  to  and 
from  India,  and  break  that  excludve 
monopoly  that  the  Company  held 
under  the  function  of  repeated  acts 
of  the  legidature,  a  fufpicion  could 
not  but  arife  that  fome  of  the  fub- 
feribers  to  the  letter  were  more  ac¬ 
tuated  by  a  wifh  to  promote  their 
own  interefted  views,  than  that  due 
confederation  for  the  welfare  and 
profperity  of  the  Eaft-India  Com¬ 
pany,  it  was  their  duty  as  pro¬ 
prietors  to  make  the  rule  of  their 
conduct  in  that  court.  Why  were 
forty-three  gentlemen  required  to 
examine  into  the  conduct  of  the 
+  L  4  directors  ? 
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dire&ors  ?  If  the  majority  of  thofe 
who  figned  the  letter  were  not  ac- 
tuated  by  a  predominant  regard  for 
their  own  intereft,  why  need  more 
than  nine  refpedtable  and  indepen¬ 
dent  proprietors,  all  that  the  bye¬ 
law  required,  have  come  forward 
and  called  upon  the  chairman  and 
deputy  to  call  a  court  ?  Sir  Francis 
reminded  gentlemen  of  the  tranfac- 
tions  that  took  place  in  the  year 
179s*  previous  to  the  palling  of  the 
adfvLor  renewing  the  Company’s 
charter*  He  had  at  that  time  the 
honour  to  lit  in  the  chair,  and  he 
remembered  the  various  negociations 
that  then  took  place  upon  the  fub- 
jeft  of  the  private  trade*  Mr. 
Dundas  then  acled  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  repeated  applications  of 
the  Eaft- India  agents,  and  others 
concerned  in  that  trade.  A  carte 
blanche  was  offered  to  Mr,  Dundas 
as  to  the  quantity  of  tonnage  to  be 
provided  by  the  Company  for  that 
object,  and  after  confiderable  dif- 
cuffions,  Mr.  Dundas  himfelf  fixed 
the  quantity  at  .3000  tons.  Had 
that  quantity  been  ever  occupied? 
Who  was  it  then  that  complained  ! 
Did  the  merchants,  of  London  in  a 
body  ?  No  fuch  thing.  They  want¬ 
ed  none  of  the  trade  ;  and,  two  or 
three  years  ago,  an  offer  was  made 
to  the  Manchefter  manufacturers  to 
fend  out  as  many  Ihips  as  they  pleafed 
to  Bombay  to  bring  home  cotton, 
but  the  Manchefter  people  declined 
the  orfer  ;  a  clear  proof  that  they 
were  not  defirous  of  engaging  in 
that  trade.  Thofe  who  were  cla¬ 
morous  for  an  extenfion  of  the  ton¬ 
nage  on  that  account,  were  thofe 
who  were  immediately  engaged  in 
the  trade,  and  had  an  intereft  in 
building  teek  (hips  in  India.  The 
honourable  proprietor  who  moved 
the  refolution  had  faid  a  great  deal 
about  the  foreign  trade  and  the  in. 


creafe  of  it.  It  was  true  that  the 
Portugal  trade  had  of  late  increafed 
amazingly,  and  confifted  almoft 
wholly  in  carrying  of  bullion.  Did 
gentlemen  wifh  to  annihilate  that 
trade  becaufe  it  was  foreign?  With 
regard  to  the  report,  it  was  una- 
nimoully  approved  by  the  court  of 
dire&ors,  after  the  molt  deliberate 
confideration  for  months  together  ; 
and  it  was  a  circumftance  unparal¬ 
leled  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Company, 
that  the  whole  twenty-four  direc¬ 
tors  who  had  fat  at  the  board  during 
the  progrefs  of  the  inveftigation  of 
the  fubjeft,  and  alfo  that  the  fix 
new  directors,  fhould  concur  una- 
nimoufly  in  every  part  of  the  re¬ 
port.  That  circumftance  was  of  it- 
felf  a  general  anfwer  to  all  the  ar¬ 
guments  of  his  honourable  friend 
who  brought  the  bufinefs  under  dif- 
cuffion  in  the  general  court.  He 
might,  Sir  Francis  faid,  add  to 
this,  that  it  would  be  nugatory  and 
ufelefs  to  afk  the  opinions  of  their 
former  governors-general  on  the 
fubjetft,  as  they  were  in  pofteffion 
of  thofe  opinions  already.  Before 
he  fat  down,  he  obferved,  that  it 
was  apparent  from  Mr.  Dundas’s 
letter  of  the  2  ift  of  March,  that  he 
was  convinced  by  the  arguments  of 
the  directors  as  to  the  general  prin¬ 
ciples  of  moft  of  the  refolutions  come 
to  on  the  4th  of  February  \  and  in 
the  laft  fedlion  of  his  le  tter  he  fays 
exprefsly,  that  the  private  trade 
<c  is  a  fubjedl  over  which  the  com- 
miffioners  for  the  affairs  of  India 
have  no  control adding,  in  the 
laft  paragraph  of  that  feftion,  <f  I 
truft  that  you  will  not  delay  afting 
upon  the  principles  detailed  in  the 
refolutions  you  have  done  me  the 
honour  to  communicate  to  me,  for 
the  worft  refult  that  can  arife  from 
its  difcuftion  is  any  further  delay 
in  coming  to  a  decifion  upon  it. 3 * 

Sir 
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Sir  Francis  concluded  with  declar¬ 
ing  that  he  fhould  yote  for  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Jones  Adair  faid,  at  that 
late  hour  of  the  day  he  would  not 
detain  the  houfe  Ion cr.  He  confi- 

O 

dered  the  motion  to  be  a  direct  at¬ 
tack  upon  the  Company's  executive 
body,  the  gentlemen  behind  the 
bar,  and,  through  the  means  of  an 
attempt  to  undermine  their  autho¬ 
rity,  to  violate  and  infringe  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  Eaft- 
India  Company.  The  court  of  di-< 
rectors  were  legally  in  vefted  by  their 
charter  with  the  excluiive  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  commercial  concerns  of 
the  Company,  and  before  that  ex- 
clufive  right  was  torn  from  them, 
more  than  one  aft  of  parliament 
muft  be  broken  through.  At  any 
rate,  thofe  who  w idled  to  make  the 
attempt,  were  bound  to  wait  till  the 
expiration  of  the  aft  of  1  7Q3,  before 
they  ventured  to  fubvert  the  confti- 
fution  of  the  Company,  and  take 
upon  themfelves  to  direft  the  di¬ 
rectors.  With  regard  to  the  report 
of  the  directors,  he  thought  it  did 
thofe  gentlemen  the  higheit  credit, 
it  unanfwerably  proved  the  very 
great  attention  they  had  paid  to  the 
whole  of  the  fubjeft.  It  fhewed 
that  they  had  taken  it  into  their 
confideration  on  a  large  and  com- 
prehenfive  view,  fo  as  at  once  to 
embrace  all  the  different  and  truly 
important  objefts  connefted  with  it. 
So  fatisded  was  he  of  this,  that,  Mr. 
Adair  faid,  at  one  time  his  intention 
had  been  to  have  moved  the  thanks 
of  the  general  court  to  their  direc¬ 
tors  ;  bur,  upon  refleftion,  he  had 
been  induced  from  making  that  mo¬ 
tion,  as  it  would  have  precluded 
the  direftors  from  favouring  the  ge¬ 
neral  court  with  their  fentirr^nts  on 
the  report.  Mr.  Adair  took  fome 
notice  of  what  had  fallen  from  Mr. 
Impey,  as  to  the  probability  of 


there  being  no  oppofition  to  the  mo¬ 
tion.  How  could  the  learned  gen¬ 
tleman  for  a  moment  entertain  the 
idea  that  the  general  court  would 
blindly  abandon  their  own  intereits, 
and  give  up  their  rights  and  privi¬ 
leges  ?  Mr.  Adair  alfo  endeavoured 
to  ridicule  Mr.  Johnftone's  having 
talked  of  his  infantine  attachment 
to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
Eaft-India  Company,  obfer  ving,that 
his  having  been  one  of  the  forty- 
three  proprietors,  and  fupported  the 
refolution,  manifeftly  proved  that 
his  infantine  attachment  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  the  Company,  and  his 
mature  conduft  as  a  proprietor,  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  at  war  with  each  other. 
Mr.  Adair  added  a  few  obfervations 
on  the  fufpicion  to  which  the  figna- 
tures  to  the  letter  were  liable  from 
their  known  interefts  and  concerns 
in  the  private  trade.  He  afked, 
was  it  the  bufinefs  of  the  governor- 
general  to  decide,  or  was  it  the  duty 
and  office  of  the  direftors  ?  Mr. 
Adair  concluded  with  declaring  that 
he  Ihould  vote  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  R.  Thornton  (a  direftor) 
faid,  he  was  anxious  to  declare  what 
feemed  to  him  to  be  the  complexion 
of  the  propofition  that  was  fuggeft- 
ed.  He  looked  upon  it  as  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  wrench  the  privileges  of 
the  Company  from  the  hands  of 
thofe  that  were  appointed  to  guard 
them,  but  they  had  perceived  the 
danger  and  made  every  refiftance, 

Thofe  honourable  gentlemen  who 
had  called  the  court,  V7ere  incon- 
fiftent  upon  their  own  principles ; 
they  did  not  aft  in  a  manly  and  de- 
cilive  manner,  their  aim  wras  to  be 
gueffed  at,  but  it  was  not  avowed. 
Why  did  they  not  declare  their  in¬ 
tentions  if  they  wifhed  to  throw  the 
trade  open  ?  Their  fpeeches  fhewed 
that  fuch  was  their  objeft,  and  he 
did  not  mean  to  charge  tliem  with 
dilhonpurable  motives ;  no  doubt, 
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thehon.  mover  and  the  reft  thought 
it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the 
country  at  large ;  but  he  { Mr. Thorn¬ 
ton)  thought  it  would  not  be  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public,  nor  of  indivi¬ 
duals,  except  in  a  temporary  point  of 
view,  and  certainly  not  for  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  theEaft-India  Company.  But 
if  they  wifhed  to  throw  the  trade 
open,  and  faw  the  eligibility  of 
fuch  a  meafure,  why  not  avow  the 
propriety  of  it  ?  The  propofition  of¬ 
fered  for  the  acceptance  of  the  court 
mentioned  no  fuch  thing;  it  only 
went  to  appoint  a  committee  of 
ex-governors  general  from  India, 
and  thus  fet  afide  the  dire&ors,  to 
carry  on  their  deliberations,  and  to 
execute  their  duties.  Thefe  noble¬ 
men,  and  thefe  gentlemen,  are  cer¬ 
tainly  well  informed  men  upon  the 
points  in  queftion ;  but  if  they  are 
to  decide,  or  even  to  bias  and  di- 
red  fuch  a  great  general  meafure, 
let  them  at  leaf!  do  that  which  the 
court  of  diredors  have  done ;  let 
them  meet  together,  compare  their 
opinions,  hold  confultations,  and 
ftrike  out  fome  grand  refult  from 
fuch  conferences. 

The  honourable  mover  charges 
the  diredors  with  too  much  preci¬ 
pitancy,  with  too  hafty  a  determi¬ 
nation,  with  too  rafh  a  judgment  : 
let  not  this  committee  of  governors 
general  decide  more  haftily,  let 
them  collate  and  compare;  for  it  is 
to  be  acknowledged,  that  there  was 
a  (hade  of  difference  among  fome  of 
the  diredors,  as  to  this  fubjed, 
when  it  was  firft  agitated;  but,  on 
full  difeuflion,  they  all  ended  at  the 
lame  point,  and  arrived  at  the  fame 
conclufions,  and  the  report  is  func¬ 
tioned  unanimously.  We  ought 
then  to  give  up  the  India  Houfe  to 
thofe  who  are  now  to  deliberate  on 
the  plan  of  the  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  ;  let  us  make  over  to  them  our 
clerks,  let  them  examine'  our  re- 
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cords,  let  them  fit  from  day  to  day 
as  the  diredors  have  done,  and 
then  let  them  -propofe  the  meafures 
fit  to  be  adopted  under  prefen t  eir- 
cumftances,  and  I  think  at  laft  they 
will  come  to  the  fame  conclufions. 
But  certainly  this  will  not  be  ac¬ 
cording  to  our  prefent  conftitution, 
it  will  form  a  new  board  of  con¬ 
trol,  a  commercial  board  of  con¬ 
trol,  which  is  unacknowledged 
upon  our  prefent  fyftem.  Mr. 
Thornton  ftated,  that  the  value  of 
our  Indian  poffeftions,  and  our  trade 
in  thole  parts  was  felt  and  admitted 
by  all  the  world;  in  this  country, 
and  in  that  of  our  moft  inveterate 
enemies,  the  fame  fentiments  pre¬ 
vailed.  We  made  the  greateft  fa- 
criiices,  and  had  fhed  the  beft  blood 
of  the  country  to  proied  our  Indian 
pofiefiions  and  the  trade  of  the  Eaft  ; 
our  enemies  were  ftruggling  to  wreft 
them  from  us.  We  were  fighting 
for  India  in  the  territory  of  Egypt. 
Shall  we  then  put  to  the  rifle,  in  a 
voluntary  manner,  that  which  we 
defended  at  fo  great  a  facrifice  ? 
Mr.  Thornton  conceived  that,  in  a 
few  years,  we  might  lofe  the  country 
if  the  monopoly  was  difturbed. 

There  might  be  a  prefent  gain  to 
a  few  individuals,  but  it  would  end 
in  general  lofs  and  in  complete  dif- 
appointment  to  every  party;  our 
enemies  only  would  be  likely  to 
profit  eventually  by  fuch  a  meafure. 
If  the  door  were  opened  for  a  change 
of  our  fyftem,  it  wras  impoflible  to 
calculate  what  rifks  might  arife,  and 
many  dangers  might  be  forefeen  and 
anticipated.  At  any  rate,  if  gen¬ 
tlemen  arc  difpofed  to  make  experi¬ 
ments,  Mr.  Thornton  begged  that 
they  would  defer  them  till  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  the  charter,  that  no 
rights  might  be  violated,  and  that 
they  might  not  difiolve  engagements 
folemnly  entered  into  ;  it  would  be 
an  juft  to  take  away  that  for  which  a 
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due  compenfation  had  been  given, 
and  which  was  eftablifhed  on  the 
mutual  confent  of  all  parties. 

Mr.  Bensley  (a  direXor),  in  a 
fhort  fpeech,  defended  the  report, 
and  faid,  if  the  refolution  that  had 
been  moved  was  to  pafs,  it  would 
give  a  death  blow  to  the  conftitution 
and  interefts  of  the  Ead- India  Com¬ 
pany  ;  and  when  he  talked  of  the 
interefts  of  the  Eaft- India  Company, 
he  embraced  the  interefts  of  the 
Nation,  for  they  were  now  fo  inter¬ 
woven  with  each  other  that  they 
■were  infeparable.  Mr.  Benfley  de¬ 
clared  that  he  fhould  vote  for  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Durant  faid,  he  felt  his 
character  called  in  queftion  by  fome 
reflexions  that  had  been  thrown  out 
in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  refpeX- 
ing  the  motives  of  the  forty-three 
gentlemen  who  ftgned  the  letter  de- 
firing  the  chairman  and  deputy 
chairman  to  call  a  general  court. 
He  had  been  one  who  flgned  that 
letter,  but  he  would  not  yield  in 
independence  and  integrity  to  any 
man  in  that  court.  Before  the  court 
fat,  he  had  told  a  direXor,  that  he 
did  not  know  which  way  he  fhould 
vote ;  no  more  did  he  when  he 
figned  the  letter,  but  underftood  that 
it  was  in  order  to  call  for  more  pa¬ 
pers,  and  further  information,  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  proprietors  coming  to 
any  deciflon  on  the  refolutions  of  the 
court  of  direXors,  The  motion  be¬ 
fore  the  court  went  to  the  fame 
point,  and  therefore  it  fhould  have 
his  fupport.  Mr.  Durant  argued  in 
favour  of  the  refolution  of  his  ho¬ 
nourable  friend,  and  denied  that  any 
of  his  arguments  had  been  anfvvered, 
or  even  attempted.  He  fpoke  of 
the  great  abilities  of  his  honourable 
friend,  and  faid,  in  point  of  know¬ 
ledge  of  bufinefs  and  clear  under- 
ftanding,  no  man  in  that  court  was 
his  fuperior,  few,  if  any,  his  equal. 


as  he  had  proved  that  day,  by  the 
perfpicuous  and  mafterly  manner  in 
which  he  had  opened  the  fubjeX  and 
fpoken  to  every  part  of  it.  At  the 
fame  time  the  known  integrity  of 
his  honourable  friend  fet  him  far 
above  the  reach  of  the  loofe  and 
illiberal  inftnuations  on  the  motives 
of  thofe  proprietors  who  had  flgned 
the  letter  to  the  chairman  and  de¬ 
puty,  that  had  been  fcattered  about 
that  day  by  thofe  proprietors  wrh0 
in  their  fpeech  had  taken  the  oppo- 
fite  fide  of  the  queftion,  and  de¬ 
clared  themfelves  in  favour  of  the 
amendment. 

Sir  Hugh  Ii>tglis  (late  chair¬ 
man)  faid,  as  his  fentiments  were 
detailed  in  the  report,  it  would  be 
unneceffary  to  trouble  the  court 
with  a  repetition  of  them,  and 
therefore  he  fhould  not  detain  them 
very  long.  He  would  only  make  a 
few  obfervations  that  had  occurred 
to  him  in  confequence  of  the  matters 
referred  to  and  treated  of  in  the 
fpeech  of  his  honourable  friend  who 
had  moved  the  refolution.  Elis  ho¬ 
nourable  friend  was  certainly  under 
fome  error  in  refpeX  to  the  fhips 
that  were  cleared  out  fr@m  the  port 
of  Calcutta.  The  honourable  pro¬ 
prietor  could  not  have  to  learn,  that 
not  only  all  the  fhips  cleared  out 
at  that  port  did  not  come  to  Eu¬ 
rope,  but  that  a  great  number  of 
them  were  coafting  veil'd s,  or  vef- 
fels  bound  to  fome  adjacent  iilawd, 
and  never  quitted  the  Indian  leas. 
In  regard  to  the  great  ftrefs  that  his 
honourable  friend  and  the  learned 
feconder  had  both  laid  on  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  governor-general's 
opinion,  he  certainly  entertained  a 
great  refpeX  for  Marquis  Welleiley, 
but  it  was  recolleXed  that  the  Mar¬ 
quis  mufti  derive  all  his  information 
from  the  refldents  in  Bengal,  who 
were  interefted  in  the  trade,  and 
confcquently  his  judgment  was  likely 
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to  be  prejudiced  and  turned  aftde 
from  a  comprehends  view  of  the 
great  and  leading  interefts  of  the 
Company  and  the  Nation.  With 
regard  to  the  .complaints  of  the 
merchants,  of  which  fo  much  had 
been  faid,  would  any  gentleman 
undertake  to  fay  that  the  directors 
had  ever  withheld  per  million  to  ex¬ 
port  the  manufactures  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  when  it  was  applied  for  ?  He 
could  take  upon  him  toailert,  that 
no  perfon  would  venture  to  come 
forward  upon  fuch  a  charge.  He 
alked,  how  would  the  directors  be 
able  to  pay  the  Company’s  bills, 
particularly  from  India,  but  by 
their  trade  ?  If  the  trade  was  thrown 
open,  men  of  bad  principles  might 
go  in  their  fliips  to  India,  and,  by 
fpreading  their  pernicious  notions 
and  dodrines  abroad  on  their  arrival, 
might  entail  the  moil  mifehievous 
effeds  on  their  fettlements,  and  ul¬ 
timately  bring  down  ruin  on  their 
authority  and  government.  Another 
circumftance  feemed  to  have  efcaped 
the  notice  of  thofe  who  contended 
again!!  the  report,  and  that  the 
only  mode  that  the  Company  had 
of  increafing  their  revenues  was  by 
their  trade.  Sir  Hugh  added  fe- 
veral  other  obfervations,  all  tending 
to  fupport  the  reafoning  of  the  re¬ 
port,  and  to  fhew  that  the  argu¬ 
ments  were  inconiiderate  or  inap¬ 
plicable. 

Mr.  Peter  Moore  defended 
the  forty-three  proprietors  who  con¬ 
vened  the  meeting  again!!  the  fe- 
vere  infinuations  of  Sir  Stephen 
Lufnington  and  Mr.  Robert  Thorn¬ 
ton,  and  contended,  that,  if  the  ho¬ 
nourable  mover  of  the  amendment 
had  to  form  another  clafs,  he  would 
place  thofe  ex-diredors  in  a  clafs 
of  extravagants.  Whatever  he 
might  think  of  the  difeordant  claifes 
of  the  forty-three,  even  according 
to  his  own  definition,  they  con¬ 


tained  all  the  wholefome  ingredients 
of  a  good  lallad,  forming  a  confti- 
tutional  union  in  fupport  of  the  beft 
interefts  of  the  Company,  and  of 
the  Nation.  He  fhould  referve  his 
fentiments  for  the  general  difeuf- 
fion  :  he  fupported  the  motion  for 
information  and  opinions  for  the 
benefit  of  others;  he  had  long  eon- 
fulted  the  foil  and  climate  of  the 
country,  and  the  bountiful  influence 
of  nature,  and  the  fubjed  had  oc¬ 
cupied  his  mind  many  years  ago : 
in  the  mean  time,  he  fhould  tell 
thofe  who  infinuated  that  they 
formed  an  hoftile  combination*  that 
whenever  they  joined  them,  which 
foon  or  late  they  would,  they  would 
find  themfelves  in  the  mof!  honour¬ 
able  company  of  independent  men, 
who  had  the  honoiir  and  profperity 
of  the  Company  and  of  the  Nation 
as  fincerely  at  heart  as  any  fubjeds 
of  England.  Their  opponents,  in¬ 
deed,  reprefented  their  objeds  to 
threaten  the  overthrow  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  :  he  maintained,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  they  were  their  befi  friends 
and  fupporters :  they  did  not  de¬ 
mand  what  was  idly  called  a  dif- 
turbance  of  chartered  rights.  No 
fuch  thing !  They  came  forward  on 
the  part  of  the  mercantile  interefts 
of  England  with  this  petition  to  the 
court — The  vaft  empire  acquired  in 
India  yields  abundantly  more  pro- 
duds  of  mercantile  enterprize  than 
the  Company  choofe  to  avail  them¬ 
felves  of :  allow  us  to  try  our  fkill 
and  employ  our  induftry  in  fuch 
articles  as  you  rejed,  at  prefent  al¬ 
lowed  to  foreigners,  our  rivals  or  ene-s 
mies.  Licence  us  in  this  abandoned 
commerce,  fubordinate  to  your  au¬ 
thority,  regulations,  and  control- 
ing  jurifdidign.  We  will  impli¬ 
citly  conform  to  them,  pay  all, your 
dues,  and  the  duties  of  the  State. 
This,  faid  Mr.  Moore,  was  reafon- 
abie,  and  the  conliftcnt  objed  of 
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our  charter  ;  and  while  it  improved 
the  navigation,  brought  wealth  into 
the  kingdom.  The  fubjeCt  was  of 
vail  magnitude,  both  to  the  Com¬ 
pany  and  to  the  State;  and  they 
were  the  belt  friends  of  both  who 
feeonded  the  meafure.  And  what., 
faid  he,  will  be  the  refult  ?  It  will 
fill  the  docks  of  England  with 
fhipping,  the  warehoufes  of  the 
Company  with  goods,  and  replenifh 
their  exhaufted  coffers  with  money, 
now  fo  much  wanted.  It  would 
convert  their  fpare  rooms  into  an 
opulent  cuftom-houfe.  It  would 
prove  a  mold  valuable  nurfery  for 
feamen,  and  add  great  ftrength  to 
the  Britifh  navy  ;  improve  the  legal 
income,  and  unite  us  among!!  our- 
felves  in  thus  profperoufly  conduct¬ 
ing  thofe  portions  of  eaftern  com¬ 
merce,  at  prefent  loft  to  our  nation, 
but  of  which  our  enemies  and  rivals 
feel  the  full  value.  He  contended 
that  the  whole  ought  to  be  brought 
into  the  Thames,  either  by  the 
Company  or  individual  Britifh  mer¬ 
chants.  If  fuch  were  the  crimes  of 
thofe  who  argued  for  the  meafure, 
Mr.  Moore  faid,  he  fttould  proudly 
boaft  of  the  guilt. 

The  deputy  chairman  (Mr. 
Mills)  made  a  Ihort  fpeech,  in 
which,  among  a  few  other  matters, 
he  faid  he  had  fometimes  confulted 
the  governor- general,  but  that  he 
faid  was  no  good  reafon  for  con¬ 
futing  him  or  his  predeceffors  on 
the  prefent  occafion,  the  court  of 
directors  being  by  law  the  execu¬ 
tive  body,  and  fully  competent  to 
decide  for  themfelves  from  the  in¬ 
formation  they  had  collected  from 
the  beft  fources.  Mr.  Mills  aiked 
why  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
not  fent  him  a  copy  of  his  motion, 
for  which  he  had  waited  all  the 
morning  ? 

Mr.  Imply  faid,  he  was  not  fur- 
prized  that  gentlemen  who  enter¬ 


tained  fuch  opinions  as  the  honour¬ 
able  proprietor  who  fpoke  laft,  who 
thought  that  the  Eaft- India  Com¬ 
pany  ihould  rather  have  refigned  its 
charter  than  admitted  any  of  its 
fellowTubjeCis  to  a  participation  of 
the  Indian  trade,  and  that  it  ought 
to  confult  its  own  intereft  alone, 
without  conlidering  that  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  Oiould  vote  for  the  prefent 
amendment.  Ele  had  feeonded  the 
prefent  motion,  becaufe  he  held  an 
opinion  direCtly  oppoftte.  He 
thought  no  amendment  was  ever 
moved  in  a  more  extraordinary  man¬ 
ner  ;  the  honourable  mover  profeffed 
to  expeCl  that  nothing  would  be 
faid  upon  the  main  queftion,  that  a 
motion  would  be  made  for  further 
information  only  ;  he  himfelf  ad¬ 
vanced  no  one  argument  upon  the 
main  queftion,  and  yet  his  amend¬ 
ment  propofed  that  the  main  quef¬ 
tion  fhould,  without  any  further 
information,  be  decided.  From 
the  manner  in  which  fome  gen¬ 
tlemen  took  up  the  matter,  one 
would  think  that  a  confpiracy 
had  been  formed  to  overturn  the 
Eaft-India  Company.  [The  di¬ 
re  dors  nodded  aJJ'e?itd\  Mr.  Im- 
pey  faid,  if  this  was  a  confpiracy 
againft  the  Company,  Mr.  Dundas 
and  Lord  Wellefley  were  among  the 
confpirators,  and  before  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  further,  he  wifhed  to  add 
Lord  Cornwallis,  Lord  Macartney, 
Lord  Teignmouth,  Sir  John  Mac- 
pherfon,  and  Mr.  Haftings,  to  their 
number.  An  honourable  baronet 
had  faid,  the  directors  had  already 
taken  the  opinions  of  the  late  go- 
vernors-general  on  this  fubjeCt;  if 
they  have,  why  are  they  not  laid 
before  the  proprietors  ?  But,  fays 
the  honourable  baronet,  they  were 
£x  part#  opinions;  we  wifn  to  hear 
what  opinions  they  will  give  when 
they  have  heard  both  Tides  of  the 
queftion.  From  what  the  honour¬ 
able 
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able  baronet  laid,  one  would  ima¬ 
gine  that  Mr.  Dundas  had  quite 
chano-ed  his  fentiments  on  this  hub- 

o 

jeft,  and  now  thought  with  the  di¬ 
rectors.  To  fhew  he  did  not,  Mr. 
Impey  read  a  paffage  from  Mr. 
Dundas \s  laft  letter,  in  which  he 
exprefTed  his  full  concurrence  with 
Lord  Weilefley.'  It  was  the  uni- 
verbal  cry  on  the  other  iide,  that 
this  was  an  attack  on  the  ex- 
clufive  privileges  of  the  Company. 
Nothing  was  further  from  the  fad : 
Mr.  Dundas  and  Lord  Weilefley 
contended,  that  the  Company  fhould 
be  fully  fecured  in  the  exclufive 
poffeffion  of  Indian  commerce,  as 
far  as  their  capital  would  enable 

them  to  carry  it  on  :  that  it  would 
*  J 

be  equally  unjuft  and  impolitic  to 
encourage  private  trade  in  opposi¬ 
tion  to  them;  that  the  Eaft-India 
Company’s  trade  ought  to  be  car¬ 
ried  on  in  the  regular  Shipping  ; 
that  no  private  merchant  or  agent 
fhould  reiide  or  acl  in  India  without 
their  licence,  and  under  their  re¬ 
gulations  ;  that  the  private  fliips^ 
their  officers  and  crews,  the  paf- 
fengers',  and  cargoes  they  carried, 
fhould  be  direCtly  under  their  con¬ 
trol  arid  infpeCtion  ;  that  the  pri¬ 
vate  goods  fhould  be  fold  at  the 
Company’s  Tales  only,  and  that  the 
Company  fhould  receive  duties  on 
them.  How,  then,  could  this  be 
fairly  called  an  attack,  on  the  Com¬ 
pany  ? 

Mr.  Impey  then  entered  at  large 
into  the  quell  ion.  He  dated,  that 
the  Company’s  capital  wmuld  not 
embrace  half  the  trade  of  Britifli 
India  ;  that  the  remainder  of  it  was 
carried  on  by  private  individuals, 
Britifli  or  foreigners ;  that  a  large 
part  of  the  Indian  trade  carried  on 
by  foreigners  was  fupplicd  by  Bri- 
tifh  capitals  ;  to  what  amount,  or 
what  part  of  thofe  capitals  was 
ilrawn  from  India  or  from  England, 


it  was  impoffible  to  afcertain.  The 
aift  of  1793  was  intended  to  re¬ 
medy  the  evil,  but  had  failed  ;  ac¬ 
cording  to  Lord  Weilefley ’s  letter, 
the  foreign  trade  had  increafed  to 
fo  aftoniftpng  a  degree,  that,  he  em¬ 
phatically  faid,  u  it  has  become 
efTential  to  the  Company^  and  the 
Nation’s  welfare  to  check  it.” 
He  dated  Mr.  Dundas’s  and  Lord 
Weilefley ’s  argument  to  be,  ((  that 
it  was  more  advantageous  to  the 
Britifli  empire  and  the  Company  to 
encourage  Britifh  merchants  to  carry 
on  that  furplus  trade,  which  the 
Company  cannot  embrace,  than  to 
leave  it  to  foreigners  ;  for  which 
purpofe  it  would  be  wife  to  remove 
every  temptation  to  Britifh  mer¬ 
chants  to  ved  their  capitals  in  fo¬ 
reign  merchandize,  and  to  enable 
them  to  rival  foreigners  in  the 
markets  of  India  and  Europe.” 
The  directors  had  laid  much  ftrefs 
in  their  report  on  fbme  fuppofed 
difference  in  the  opinions  of  Mr. 
Dundas  and  Lord  Weilefley ;  per¬ 
haps,  if  they  had  favoured  the  pro¬ 
prietors  with  a  dght  of  their  in¬ 
dividual  written  opinions,  which 
thev  had  alluded  to,  the  word 
“  unanimous  ”  would  rot  appear 
very  applicable  to  them,  at  lead  it 
denied  fo  from  what  had  fallen  from 
one  of  the  directors  (Mr.  Thorn¬ 
ton).  He  contended,  that  there  was 
no  efTential  difference  in  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  Mr.  Dundas  and  Lord 
Weilefley  ;  the  latter  thought  much 
of  the  capital  employed  by  neutral 
nations  in  Indian  commerce  was 
drawn  direCtly  from  England  ;  if 
the  trade  was  advantageous,  and 
we  had  a  furplus  capital  applicable 
to  it,  it  was  impoffible  to  prevent 
that  application ;  whenever  peace 
fhould  be  concluded,  the  Britifh 
merchant  might,  if  he  pleafed,  crofs 
over  to  Antwerp,  which  is  declared 
a  free  port,  domiciliate  himfelf 

there, 
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there,  and  carry  on  the  Indian 
trade  from  thence,  if  we  did  not  by 
fome  wife  prevention  deflroy  the 
temptation  to  it.  Mr.  Impey  con¬ 
tended,  that  although  we  could  not 
prohibit  foreigners  from  trading  in 
our  Indian  ports,  that  was  no  reafon 
why  we  Ihould  not  endeavour  to 
rival  them,  or  why  we  ihould  fur- 
render  to  them  the  whole  Indian 
commerce  of  foreign  Europe  and 
America  ;  he  thought  the  opinion 
of  the  directors  on  this  point  fa¬ 
voured  more  of  the  narrow  fpirit  of 
monopoly,  than  the  liberal  and 
emulous  fpirit  of  Britifh  commerce. 

Mr,  Impey  fa  id,  a  great  evil 
exifted  in  the  great  increafe  of  fo¬ 
reign  trade  in  India,  for  which  the 
directors  on  the  one  fide,  and  Mr. 
Dundas  and  Lord  Wellefley  on  the 
other,  had  propofed  remedies.  The 
proprietors  would  judge  which  was 
the  wifeft.  The  directors  propofed 
to  build,  or  contract  for  in  Eno;- 
land,  a  new  fleet  of  (hips,  to  carry 
on  the  private  trade,  for  which 
they  agreed  to  charge  the  private 
merchants  no  higher  freight  than 
that  of  the  India  (hips  in  t-his  feafon. 
This  plan  would  raife  to  an  exor¬ 
bitant  degree  the  prefent  immoderate 
prices  of  all  the  articles  of  (hip- 
building  ;  would  be  a  certain  lofs 
to  the  Company,  even  at  the  prefent 
rate  of  lol.  a  ton  ;  and,  after  all, 
would  not  enable  the  Britifh  mer¬ 
chant  to  rival  the  foreigner,  from 
the  embarraiTments  he  would  be  un¬ 
der  in  his  trade,  by  the  interference 
of  the  Company.  Lord  Wellefley 
and  Mr.  Dundas  propofed.  that  the 
Britifh  merchant  fhould  be  allowed, 
under  fuch  reilridions  as  the  Com¬ 
pany  thinks  proper,  to  employ  the 
India  (hipping  ;  this  would  convey 
his  goods  at  the  cheapeft  poffible 
rate,  and  enable  him  at  once  to 
rival  foreigners  in  the  European 
market.  To  this  the  directors  ob- 


jed,  firft — That  it  would  enable 
the  private  trade  to  rival  that  of 
the  Company,  and  reduce  their 
commercial  profits ;  he  thought  it 
would  have  no  more  effed  on  their 
commercial  profits,  than  the  fame 
trade  carried  on  by  foreigners. 
Secondly— -That  it  would  lead  to 
the  colonization  of  India.  He 
thought  that  ienpoffible,  while  no 
Englifhman  could  enter  India,  or 
refide  there,  without  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  licence,  and  under  the  fe¬ 
vered  reilridions.  Thirdly — That 
the  reports  of  the  Lafcars  employed 
in  the  India  fhipping,  when  they 
returned,  would  deftroy  all  venera¬ 
tion  in  the  Eaft  for  the  Britifh  cha- 
rader.  He  thought  no  fuch  dero¬ 
gatory  reports  would  be  fpread  by 
them,  or  if  they  were,  that  the  re¬ 
ports  of  ignorant,  common  failors, 
could  have  little  or  no  effed. 
Fourthly  —  That  it  would  throw 
Britifh  feamen  out  of  employ.  He 
thought  it  would  furnifh  them  more 
employment,  by  greatly  increafing 
our  trade.  Mr.  Impey  agreed  with 
the  diredors,  that,  if  probable 
danger  would  arife  from  the  mea- 
fure  propofed,  it  would  be  a  fuffi. 
cient  reafon  for  rejeding  it,  but  it 
ought  not  to  be  rejeded  upon  any 
idle  and  improbable  fpeculation  of 
diftant  evils ;  whether  the  evils 
apprehended  by  the  diredors  were 
probable,  the  late  governors-gene- 
ral,  who  were  perfedly  verfed  in 
the  (late  of  India,  mull  be  the  mod 
competent  judges  ;  he  wifned  the 
proprietors  to  hear  and  to  weigh 
what  they  faid.  He  agreed  with 
the  diredors,  that  the  interefls  of 
the  Nation  and  the  Company  were 
infeparably  united;  the  bed  fecu- 
rity  for  the  Company’s  exclufive 
rights  was,  that  they  were  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Public  ;  but  if  ever 
the  Public  Ihould  be  led  to  believe 
that  the  Company  employed  their 

powers 
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powers  and  privileges  not  to  pro- 
te6l  themfelves,  but  unnecefi'arily 
to  cramp  and  fetter  the  commerce 
of  their  fellow-fubje&s,  the  foun¬ 
dation  on  which  they  flood  muft  be 
cut  from  under  them.  If  the  pro¬ 
prietors  think  the  meafure  propofed 
by  Lord  Wellefley  and  Mr.  Dtindas 
is  an  invafion  of  the  Company’s 
exclufive  rights,  let  them,  after  the 
fulleft  information  and  invefligation 
of  the  fubjeft,  concur  with  the  di¬ 
rectors,  and  thank  them  for  their 
refiftance  to  that  meafure;  but  if 
they  fhould  think  the  exclufive 
rights  of  the  Company  cannot  be 
probably  affe&ed  by  it,  let  them 
not,  out  of  deference  for  their  exe¬ 
cutive  body,  however  refpedlable, 
rejeft  a  meafure  that  is  obvioufly 
for  the  advantage  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Bosanquet  faid,  it  ap¬ 
peared  to  him  to  be  a  queftion  of 
great  indifference,  on  the  prefen t 
occafion,  what  the  opinions  of  their 
former  governors-general  were  :  and 
with  regard  to  the  prefent  gover¬ 
nor-general,  though  a  moil  refpeCl- 
able  man,  and  moil  meritorious  fer- 
vant  of  the  Company,  it  was  to  be 
recolleCled,  that  it  was  through  the 
impropriety  of  his  conduct  that  the 
agents  and  merchants  were  admitted 
into  what  they  wanted  and  now 
enjoyed.  There  were,  Mr.  Bofan¬ 
quet  obferved,  two  parties  on  the 
prefent  occafion :  the  executive 
body  of  the  Company  on  the  one 
fide,  and  the  agents  of  thofe  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  private  trade  on  the 
other.  Were  gentlemen  prepared 
to  fay  that  the  birth-right  of  Bri- 
tiih  feamen  was  to  be  bartered  away 
for  the  fake  of  admitting  India- 
built  (hips,  manned  with  Lafcars, 
into  the  carrying  trade  ?  No  im¬ 
partial  Englilhman  could  furely  fo 
far  forget  the  gratitude  due  to  our 
brave  tars,  as  to  liflen  to  fucli  a 
propofition  with  patience.  At  pre- 
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fent  gentlemen  ought  to  recoiled 
that  all  nations  were  looking  up  to 
the  Eafl-India  Company  ;  they  re¬ 
member  the  repeal  of  the  penal 
laws,  and  if  a  further  opening  be 
given,  they,  will  take  advantage  of 
it,  to  the  detriment  of  the  interell 
of  the  Company  and  of  the  Public, 
He  faid,  fome  houfes  in  London 
traded  for  400,0001.  annually  with 
foreigners,  and  he  would  alk  thofe 
who  were  eager  to  obtain  a  farther 
enlargement  of  the  private  trade, 
if  it  was  wife  to  grafp  at  every 
thing,  and  if  there  was  not  a  point 
in  matters  of  bufinefs  and  com¬ 
merce,  at  which  wife  and  prudent 
men  would  wifh  to  Hop,  becaufe,  in 
fo  doing,  they  would  bell  confult 
their  own  intereil.  With  regard 
to  additional  papers,  Mr.  Bofanquet 
faid,  he  for  one  was  willing  to  gi  ve 
every  paper  that  was  ufeful,  or  that 
might  be  required,  but  that  it  ought 
fir  11  to  be  (hewn  that  they  would 
be  ufeful.  After  a  variety  of  ob- 
fervations  on  other  points,  fuch  as 
that  goods  are  the  means,  and  fhips 
the  end,  which  ought  always  to  be 
kept  in  view,  on  Mr.  Fairleels 
Letter,  &c.  Sec,  on  which  Mr. 
Bofanquet  dilated,  he  mentioned, 
that  if  the  private  trade,  fhould  re¬ 
quire  it,  the  Company  fhould  build 
twenty  or  thirty  fhips,  or  more,  for 
its  freight,  tie  neverthelefs,  be. 
fore  he  fat  down,  took  notice  that 
it  was  difficult  at  prefent  to  find 
timber  enough  for  the  Britifhnavy. 
Mr.  Bofanquet,  in  the  courfe  of  his 
fpeech,  faid  more  in  reply  to  the 
arguments  that  had  been  urged  in 
fupport  of  the  refoiutiou,  than  had 
fallen,  from  any  other  gentleman  in 
the  courfe  of  the  debate  ;  and  his 
fpeech  altogether  was . of  confider- 
rtble  length. 

Mr.  Prinsep  Lid,  he  felt  no 
indecency  or  impropriety,  in  avow¬ 
ing  Jijmfeif  to  be  perfonally  and 
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collaterally  interefted  in  the  main 
¥ 

queftion.  He  remembered,  on  a 
former  occafion,  when  a  worthy 
friend  of  his  (Mr.  Luftiington,)  had 
been  alluded  to  on  a  ftmilar  accufa- 
tion,  as  preffing  private  interefts, 
under  cover  of  his  proprietary  pri¬ 
vilege;  interefts  which,  it  had  been 
decided,  were  inimical  to  thofe  of 
the  Company ;  whereas  thofe  he 
efpotiled  had  no  fuch  tendency,  and 
would  fooner  or  later  be  admitted  : 
That  the  honourable  proprietor, 
with  a  manly  and  becoming  frank- 
uefs,  had  avowed  the  fad,  and  that 
the  general  court  had  applauded  and 
fupported  him  in  the  claim.  The 
worthy  aldorman  was  a  brother  of 
the  honourable  baronet  who  had  fo 
hardily  reprobated  the  conduct  of 
himfelf,  and  thofe  of  his  fellow- 
agents,  who  had,  among  others, 
called  this  court.  The  honourable 
baronet  might  have  recollected, 
that  he  himfelf,  when  in  the  chair, 
(in  1799,)  had  publicly  called  on 
proprietors  and  interefted  indivi¬ 
duals  to  bring  forward  their  claims, 
aad  had  promifed  that  the  direc¬ 
tors  would  give  them  their  ferious 
and  deliberate  confidcration,  and 
report  thereon  to  a  future  general 
court.  The  honourable  baronet, 
who  he  was  forry  to  perceive  had 
quitted  the  court  fmee  he  had  firft 
offered  himfelf  to  the  chairman's 
notice,  would  alfo  recoiled,  that 
he  (Mr.  Prinfep)  had  accepted  the 
challenge,  and  had  made  a  pledge 
that  he  would  detail  thofe  claims, 
and  the  grounds  on  which  they  reft- 
ed.  Mr.  Prinfep  fa  id,  he  had,  in 
confequence,  addreffed  a  letter  to 
thar  honourable  baronet,  explaining 
the  nature  and  extent  of  thofe  claims 
in  behalf  of  individuals,  and  de- 
fired  ic  might  be  laid  before  the 
court  of  diredors.  His  requeft  had 
been  complied  with.  He  now  ap¬ 
pealed  to  the  gentlemen  behind  the 
vol.  3  - 


bar,  to  declare,  whether  that  ad- 
drefs  was  not  couched  in  thofe 
terms  of  refped  and  deference  to 
the  executive  reprefentatives  of  the 
Company,  which  became  an  indi¬ 
vidual  proprietor  advancing  his 
fubftantive  opinion  on  a  great  pub¬ 
lic  queftion,  a  queftion  involving 
the  welfare  (as  it  was  well  faid)  and 
perhaps  the  exiftence  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  ? 

In  proof  that  this  was  the  cafe, 
his  letter  had  been  honoured  with  a 
place  in  the  manufeript  appendix  to 
the  printed  report  and  proceedings ; 
there  would,  therefore,  be  found 
his  recorded  opinions  on  this  great 
queftion.  He  was  not  afhamed  of 
thofe  opinions,  nor  of  the  fads  and 
arguments  in  their  fupport ;  they 
would  (land  a  record  of  the  truth  or 
fallacy  of  his  conceptions  on  the 
fubjed.  He  had  come  forward  as 
a  proprietor,  to  give  reafons  for  the 
faith  that  was  in  him.  He  felt  no 
fhame  or  regret  for  fo  doing — for 
having  given  them  at  the  call  of  the 
honourable  baronet :  He  prefaged, 
that  fome  time  or  other  the  truth  of 
them  would  be  eftabliftied,  and  the 
meafure  therein  recommended  adopt¬ 
ed  on  its  principle. 

Not  an  atom  of  proof  had  been 
advanced  either  ayainft  the  fad  or 

O 

the  reafoning  of  the  honourable  pro¬ 
prietor  who  had  opened  the  debate ; 
no  argument  could  confute  them. 
The  diredors  had  decided  on  evi¬ 
dence  not  fully  before  the  prefent 
court  of  proprietors  ;  they  had  de¬ 
cided,  but  not  convinced  him- — 
they  had  produced  an  unanimous 
refolution  of  the  whole  court  to 
refill  thefe  claims,  a  fad  Angular 
in  the  annals  of  the  Company,  on  a 
queftion  of  fuch  moment ;  a  fad  no 
lefs  remarkable  for  its  Angularity 
than  (he  meant  no  cenfure  on  the 
court  of  diredors)  for  its  difcordance 
with  the  previously  recorded  fenti- 
J  M  ments 
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merits  of  many  members  of  that 
court.  ..v>  , 

The  honourable  director  who  had 
juft  fat  down  had  accufed  his  bro¬ 
ther  proprietor  of  talking  againft 
time;  he  had  himfelf  taken  up  a  con- 
ftderable  portion  of  the  time  of  the 
court,  without  convincing  Mr.  P. 
upon  any  of  the  points  at  ilfue.  The 
proprietors  at  this  late  hour  fhould 
not  find  him  intruding  on  the  in¬ 
dulgence  they  were  granting  him, 
by  any  prolixity.  He  would  en¬ 
deavour  to  bring  the  queftion  to  a 
point  which  fhould  preclude  farther 
debate.  In  the  firft  place,  for  him¬ 
felf,  and  thofe  abroad,  for  whom  he 
affted,  he  avowed  a  perfcnal  motive; 
he  had  fpecifically  ftated  their 
claims,  and  he  now  repeated  them 
to  be  merely  to  the  enjoyment  of 
that  (hare  In  the  India  trade  which 
the  Company  had  either  abandoned, 
or  had  not  the  faculty  to  embrace  to 
enjoy  the  privilege  of  (haring  it 
with  foreigners.  This  was  their 
admitted  right  under  the  aft  of 
1793.  This  right,  therefore,  he 
never  would  abandon.  Until  the  di¬ 
rectors  could  (hew  that  the  Com¬ 
pany  had  the  faculty  (not  occafional, 
but  permanent  and  beneficial,)  and 
the  pofitive  permiffion  of  govern¬ 
ment,  affuredly  to  that  aft,  of  car¬ 
rying  on  the  whole  of  the  trade  with 
Britifh  India,  this  claim  fhould 
never  lapfe.  Had  the  Company 
the  means  of  fo  doing  ?  Could  the 
directors  fay  that  fuch  was  the  ftate 
of  our  refources,  that  we  could  em¬ 
brace  the  whole  of  Britifh  India 
trade  ?  He  found  that  no  anfwer 
was  to  be  expeCted  to  thefe  quef- 
tions :  for  his  own  part,  he  had  ex¬ 
amined  into  the  prefen t  fituation  of 
the  Company.  He  was  convinced 
they  had  no  fuch  faculty,  and  in¬ 
deed  he  had  fhuddered  at  the  pro- 
fpeCt  before  them  ;  but  at  this  late 
hour  he  fhould  not  enter  into  argu¬ 
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ments,  though  he  was  neverthelefs 
ready  at  all  times  to  difcufs  the 
bufinefs  fully.  Lie  {hould  not  prefs 
the  matter  farther  than  to  repeat, 
that  till  it  was  (hewn  that  the 
Company  had  the  means  of  bring¬ 
ing  the  trade  to  this  country,  he 
would  perfift  in  claiming  as  an  in¬ 
herent  right  of  Britifh  fubjects  un¬ 
der  the  charter,  that  individuals 
(hould  be  allowed  to  enjoy  it;  it 
was  their  birth-riglu,  their  privi¬ 
lege  ;  a  right  in  union  with  the  fub- 
ftantial  interefts  of  the  Company, 
and  with  the  profperity  of  the  Bri- 
tifii  nation. 

Mr.  Henchmax  rofe  in  reply, 
and  faid,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  has 
given  me  much  pain,  during  the 
comfe  of  this  debate,  to  find  thofe 
who  have  oppofed  the  motion  I  have 
had  the  honour  to  offer,  fo  generally 
aferibing  unworthy  motives  to  the 
gentlemen  who  have  called  this 
court  ;  fome  of  them,  having  a  pri¬ 
vate  intereft  as  agents  for  the  refi- 
dents  in  India,  is  in  my  mind  an 
additional  reafon  why  they  fhould 
join  in  bringing  this  queftion  to  a 
final  and  juft  conclufion :  but.  Sir, 
it  mult  be  evident  to  the  court-,  that 
many,  who  fubfcribed  the  letter, 
have  no  other  intereft  than  as  pro¬ 
prietors  of  India  flock,  and  I  am 
fatisfied  they  are  fully  convinced 
they  will  promote  the  true  interefts 
of  the  Company  by  the  part  they 
are  taking.  For  myfelf  I  declare 
foiemnly,  it  is  the  only  intereft  I 
have  ;  and  therefore  I  do  not  think 
it  is  very  candid  in  any  man  to  fay 
that  I  am  confederating  to  deftroy 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
Company,  becaufe  I  fee  the  fubjeCt 
before  us  in  a  different  light  from 
the  direClors.  Sir,  the  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Twining)  who 
has  offered  you  an  amendment  upon, 
my  propofttion,  certainly  has  not 
faid  much  in  favour  of  the  report, 
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nor  in  anfvver  to  thofe  obj  eft  ions  I 
have  taken  to  it :  he  has  principally 
confined  himfelf  to  claffing  the  par¬ 
ties  who  called  the  court,  in  order 
to  leflen,  if  poftible,  the  effeft  of 
ftic.h  a  numerous  fubfcription.  Where 
he  has  placed  me,  I  really  do  not  re¬ 
collect  ;  but  I  think  he  exp  relied 
himfelf  furprifed  to  find  me  taking 
the  part  I  do.  Sir,  I  repeat,  that 
I  take  it  upon  conviftion,  as  far  as 
my  information  goes,  that  I  am 
tight  ;  but  I  wifh  for  more  infor¬ 
mation,  that  I  may  be  clear,  at  leaf! 
that  I  form  a  correft  and  pro¬ 
per  judgment  on  this  important  o cr¬ 
eation  .  This  the  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman,  by  his  amendment,  is  in¬ 
clined  to  deny  me :  but  I  have  not 
heard  from  him  any  reafcnine-  to 
fatisfy  my  mind  ;  indeed  he  has 
apologized  for  not  going  at  length 
into  the  fubjeft.  He  has  offered  an 
amendment  to  put  an  end  to  the  dif- 
cuffion,  and  he  has  concluded  with 
a  very  extraordinary  call  indeed 
upon  you,  Sir,  and  your  brother. 
He  has  invoked  the  conful,  the  pro- 
conful,  and  the  fenators,  the  houfe- 
hold  troops,  pioneers  and  all,  to 
come  forth  on  the  prefen t  occafion, 
and  repel  what  he  is  pleafed  to  call 
an  attack  upon  the  rights  of  the 
Company;  but  which  I  muff  con- 
fider  as  a  fair  and  juft  exertion  to 
put  the  trade  of  India  on  a  proper 
footing,  to  the  great  advantage  of 
the  Company  and  the  Public.  An 
honourable  friend  behind  me  (Mr. 
Chifholme),  equally  avoiding  the 
general  argument,  has  amufed  him¬ 
felf  and  the  court,  by  attributing- 
to  me  the  prbfufnprion  of  teaching 
Mr.  Dundas  what  is  commercial 
and  what  is  political ;  he  is  per¬ 
fectly  welcome  to  all  the  benefit 
fueh  a  farcafm  can  have  on  the  fe¬ 
rrous  fubjeft  under  difeuffion.  I 
expeftcd,  I  confefs,  to  have  heard 
from  him  a  different  fort  of  addrefs, 


and,  Sir,  I  am  perfeftly  eafy  as  to 
tjfie  effeft  his  observation  will  have 
refpcfting  myfelf;  becaufe,  I  truft, 
my  charafter  is  not  to  be  guilty  of 
any  fuch  prefumption,  having  juft 
common  fenfe  enough  to  be  aware 
of  the  very  humble  diftance  at  which 
I  ftand  from  the  right  honourable 
the  late  prefident,  in  every  inftatice 
where  judgment  is  to  be  exercifed. 

Another  honourable  proprietor, 
(Mr.  inglis,  American  merchant) 
after  fome  very  judicious  obferva- 
tions,  has  concluded  with  offering 
to  you  a  confideration  that  I  trull 
will  not  be  forgotten.  He  faid,  if 
I  underftood  him  right,  that  the 
commerce  of  Great  Britain  wanted 
the  India-built  fnipping.  I  am 
happy  to  find  fo  refpeftable  a  man 
agree  with  me  in  this  main  point. 
Whether  they  ought  to  be  fold  in 
this  country,  or  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  return  to  that,  is  a  matter  for 
future  confideration, .and,  in  reality, 
of  no  confequence ;  becaufe  foma 
British  tonnage  or  other  rauft  be 
employed  to  bring  private  trade; 
and  which  part  it  is,  whether  Ihips 
built  in  India  or  Europe,  feems  to 
me  very  immaterial  to  the  whole. 

An  honourable  baronet,  (Sir  Ste¬ 
phen  Lufhington,)  whom  I  now  do 
not  fee  in  his  place,  has  fallen  into 
the  general  praftice  of  the  day,  and 
given  his  aid  to  depreciate  the  cha- 
rafters  of  thofe  who  have  called  the 
court,  and  did  fuppofe  would  not 
allow  him  to  condefcend  to.  Sir,  1 
have  had  the  pleafure  of  knowing 
the  honourable  baronet  many  years; 
and  when  he  fat  on  this  fide  of  the 
bar,  who  was  there  a  more  able  or 
a  more  conftant  inquifitor  into  the 
affairs  of  the  Company  ?  and  who 
would  have  repelled,  with  more  in¬ 
dignation  than  himfelf,  any  imputa¬ 
tion  upon  the  motives  that  induced 
him  to  take  one  fide  or  the  other  in 
a  debate  before  this  court  f  Another 
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Honourable  baronet,  (Sir  Francis 
Baring,)  a  friend  that  Irefpe&and 
efteein,  both  for  his  virtues  and  his 
talents ;  he  fays,  that  forty-three 
gentlemen  require  to  examine  into 
the  conduct  of  the  court  of  direc¬ 
tors.  The  able  baronet  knows  that 
it  is  not  unreafonable  for  them  to 
examine  into  their  own  affairs,  it 
is  the  right  of  the  proprietors  as 
eflablifhed  by  law,  and  he  furely 
cannot  mean  it  as  an  obje&ion 
again#  them,  becaufe  they  are  for¬ 
ty-three  inftead  of  nine,  which  is 
the  ordinary  number.  Nor,  Sir, 
is  the  honourable  baronet  correct  in 
Hating,  that  I  accufe  the  dire&ors  in 
being  hafly  in  their  decifion;  quite 
the  contrary,  I  lament  their  decifion 
has  not  appeared  much  earlier;  but 
I  hope,  after  they  have  taken  folong 
a  time  to  form  their  opinion,  they 
will  not  expedl  the  proprietors  to 
determine  without  fome  time  for 
deliberation.  The  honourable  ba¬ 
ronet  alfo  faid,  that  Mr.  Dundas 
was  convinced  by  the  arguments  of 
the  dire&ors.  It  is  very  extraor¬ 
dinary  how  differently  men's  minds 
are  formed;  I  really  conceive  the 
very  contrary,  and  that  Mr.  Dun¬ 
das  differs  as  much  from  the  direc¬ 
tors  as  he  did  when  he  wrote  his 
letter  of  2d  April  1800;  for  in 
his  lafl  letter  he  fays,  i(  It  is  my 
misfortune  to  view  the  fubjedl  in  a 
different  light,  and  that  the  gover¬ 
nor-general's  letter  had  demonflrat- 
ed  the  grounds  of  thole  opinions, 
which  he  had  from  time  to  time 
taken  the  liberty  of  laying  before 
-the  court  of  diredtors  the  pro¬ 
prietors  mull  judge  for  themfelves, 
but  if  words  have  Hill  their  ufual 
meaning,  furely  the  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  is  at  this  moment  of 
opinion  that  India-built  fhips  Ihould 
be  employed.  The  honourable  ba- 
rone*  has  referred  to  the  Portuguefe 
Krade,  and  a  iked  whether  that  is  a 


trade  which  ought  to  be  done  away, 
becaufe  it  is  foreign,  when  it  con. 
fills  in  a  great  part  of  bullion  carried 
to  our  fettlements  in  India  ?  Sir,  I 
cannot  anfwer  this  queflion  of  my 
honourable  friend,  but  by  putting 
another  to  him.  Will  he  conde- 
feend  to  give  me  his  opinion,  or  in¬ 
form  me,  whether  the  greateft  part 
of  that  bullion  is  Portuguefe  or  Bri- 
tifh  property  ?  If  it  is  Britifh,  I  fay, 
the  Portuguefe  fhould  not  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  carry  on  that  trade  even 
with  Englifh  capital ;  but  the  Bri¬ 
tifh  merchant  fhould  be  enabled  to 
fend  his  treafure  immediately  from 
the  port  of  London.  The  honour¬ 
able  baronet  has  alfo  told  us,  as  a 
proof  of  their  engagement  to  th« 
Britilh  merchants,  that  fome  time 
ago,  when  cotton  was  fcarce,  and 
the  Manchefter  weavers  wanted  In¬ 
dia  cotton,  the  direftors  agreed  to 
allow  the  merchants  of  that  town  to 
fend  out  as  many  fhips  as  they 
pleafed  to  fetch  cotton  from  Bom¬ 
bay.  I  fhall  only  obferve,  that 
when  the  dire&ors  made  this  offer, 
the  danger  of  colonization  could  not 
have  been  fo  ftrong  upon  their  minds 
as  they  are  at  prefent.  And  laftly, 
the  honourable  baronet  has  taken  a 
very  fubllantial  objection  to  the 
motion  I  have  had  the  honour  to 
offer.  He  fays,  the  directors  are 
already  in  poffeffion  of  the  opinions 
of  the  governors-general.  Sir,  can 
it  be  poffible  for  the  directors  to 
havO  thofe  opinions,  and  that  they 
are  withheld  from  the  proprietors  ? 
this  is  fo  extraordinary  a  piece  of 
information  that  I  mult  beg  the 
courts  attention  to  it. 

[Here  Sir  Francis  faid,  after  re. 
ferring  to  one  of  the  clerks,  that 
they  were  among  the  papers,  open  to 
the  perufal  of  the  proprietors.] 

(t  If  that  is  all  the  honourable 
baronet  means,  I  am  fatisfied  he 
will  allow.!  am  correfl  in  obferving, 
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that  thofe  papers  contain  no  opinion 
on  this  fubjeft  at  large.  I  do  not 
recollect  Lord  Macartney’s  name 
throughout  the  papers — Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis's  and  Mr.  Haftings’s  I  do, 
to  two  fhort  extracts  of  letters,  but 
not  entering  generally  into  the  fub- 
j«6L  Their  opinions  are  {till  want¬ 
ed  as  to  all  the  great  political  as 
well  as  commercial  confiderations 
involved  in  this  queftion ;  and  I 
truft  the  proprietors  now  underftand 
that  no  fuch  opinions  at  prefent 
exift.  Another  honourable  direct 
tor  (Mr.  R.  Thornton,)  has  laid, 
in  the  ftyle  of  fo  many  before  him, 
that  this  is  an  attempt  of  interefted 
men  to  wrench  from  the  Company 
their  beft  rights  and  privileges. 
"What  right  has  that  honourable 
gentleman  to  tax  me  with  any  fuch 
unjuftifiable  motives  ?  It  feems, 
Sir,  if  we  differ  from  the  dire&ors 
in  opinion,  our  motives  muff  be 
bad.  The  criterion  is  fingular. 
The  honourable  dire&or,  however, 
has  confeffed,  what  I  have  all  along 
ftrongly  fufpe&ed,  that  there  muft 
have  been  fome  difference  of  opi¬ 
nion  among  the  dire&ors  them- 
felves  ;  if  fo,  and  we  had  their  fe- 
parate  opinions  given  to  the  com¬ 
mittee,  and  referred  to  in  the  re¬ 
port,  we  fhould  be  better  able  to 
judge  what  fort  of  unanimity  this 
is,  with  which  they  recommend 
their  own  plan  in  Oppofition  to 
Lord  Wellefley's." 

[Here  Mr.  Thornton  begged  to 
explain.  He  faid  he  only  admitted 
that  there  had  been  fhades  of  diffe¬ 
rence  in  the  committee  ;  that  there 
was  no  material  difference  of  opi¬ 
nion,  only  fome  fmall  {hades  ;  very 
fmall  friades  of  difference,  which 
were  not  very  material.] 

Mr.  Henchman  laid,  he  was 
willing  to  accept  the  honourable 
director's  explanation  •  he  has  ac¬ 
knowledged  there  were  differences 


of  dpinion,  which,  upon  fo  corft- 
plicated  a  fubjeCt,  it  was  impdffibfe 
but  there  mult  be  ;  and  he  now  had 
foftened  it  down  till  the  difference 
became  a  fbadow  hardly  difeertf- 
able.  “  Sir,  whatever  the  diffe¬ 
rences  are,  however  light  the  (hade, 
it  is  material  the  proprietors  fhould 
know  the  differences,  in  order  to 
affift  their  judgment ;  and  I  am 
obliged  to  the  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  for  clearing  up  this  point  fo 
much  as  he  has  done.  I  lament, 
however,  exceedingly,  another  ob- 
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fervation  which  fell  from  the  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  ;  and  that  was, 
if  I  heard  him  right,  that  it  would 
degrade  the  direftors  to  confult  the 
governors-general.  Sir,  this  is  a 
very  extraordinary  opinion— - 

[Mr.  Thornton  again  explained, 
and  faid,  he  had  afferted  only  that 
it  would  be  condefcending  in  the 
directors.] 

<f  I  have  no  obje&ion  to  expla¬ 
nation,  but  I  cannot  agree,  even 
now,  in  opinion  with  the  honour¬ 
able  dire&or.  Indeed,  I  feel  fo 
very  differently  on  this  occafion, 
and  amfo  little  ufed  to  conceal  what 
1  feel,  that  I  fhall  make  no  fcruple 
to  exprefs  it ;  and  it  is,  that  when 
I  look  at  the  fituation  and  charac¬ 
ters  of  the  parties,  I  can  fee  no 
condefcenfion  in  the  cafe;  and  I 
will  add,  becaufe  in  my  corlfcienCe 
I  believe  it,  and  meaning  not  the 
leail  offence  to  any  one,  that  the 
late  governors-general  of  India,  in 
my  opinion,  underftand  the  general 
and  real  interefts  of  the  Eait-India 
Company  better  than  any  gentle¬ 
man  behind  the  bar  without  ex¬ 
ception.  Can  it  be  condefcenfion 
to  refer  to  fuch  authorities  > 

<(  Another  honourable  director 
Mr.  Bofanquet)  has  alio,  I  am  forry 
to  remark,  treated  the  opinions  of 
thefe  high  characters  as  matters  of 
great  indifference,  and  he  has  fpoken 
{Ms  of 
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of  the  conduct  of  the  prefent  go¬ 
vernor-general  in  ftill  harfher  terms ; 
for,  as  I  have  his  words,  he  laid, 
the  agents  and  merchants  are  now 
in  the  enjoyment  of  what  they 
wanted,  by  the  impropriety  of  the 
governor-general.  Sir,  it  is  very 
neceffary  that  this  point  fhould  be 
explained,  and  that  we  fhould  fee 
whether  the  governor-general  de¬ 
fer  ves  this  cenfure.  If  Marquis 
Welleflcy’s  letter  of  the  SOch  Sep¬ 
tember  lafl  is  referred  to,  it  will 
be  feen  he  writes  purpofely  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  committee  of  directors 
the  very  urgent  con fiderat ions  that 
determined  him  to  adopt  the  tem¬ 
porary  arrangements  for  the  current 
year,  of  allowing  India-built  fhips 
to  come  to  Europe ;  he  tells  them, 
that  the  tonnage  of  the  year  is  in- 
adequate  to  the  demand  in  India; 
and  that  unlefs  India-built  fhips  are 
allowed  to  go  to  Europe,  much  of 
the  Company’s  gruff  goods,  and  all 
the  goods  of  private  merchants,  can¬ 
not  be  fhipped  for  London ;  his 
lordfhip  alfo  adds,  that  the  refort 
of  foreign  fhips  is  unulually  large, 
and  that  the  goods  of  the  private 
merchants  would,  under  fuck  dif- 
appointment,  go  into  the  hands  of 
foreigners. 

u  This  ftate  of  things  I  have  not 
heard  difputed ;  X  take  it  therefore 
to  be  well  eflablifhed,  and  if  fo, 
where  is  the  impropriety  in  Mar¬ 
quis  Wellefley’s  conduct  ?  Inflead 
of  being  cenfured,  furely  he  is 
much  to  be  commended.  I  beg 
gentlemen  will  refer  to  that  letter, 
and  I  trull  the  contents  of  it  will 
have  an  influence  upon  the  minds 
of  all  much  in  favour  of  the  gover¬ 
nor-general’s  conduct,  inflead  of 
againfl  it.  The  honourable  direc¬ 
tor  next  made  ufe  of  a  favourite  ap¬ 
peal  to  an  Englifh  audience ;  he 
aiked,  whether  the  birth-right  of 
Britifh  feamen  was  to  be  bartered 


away  by  admitting  Lidia-built  fhips 
manned  by  Lafcars  ?  To  which  lean 
readily  reply  in  the  negative;  and 
I  think  I  can  prove  that  the  ad- 
miffion  of  India-built  fhips  will  be 
a  benefit  inflead  of  an  injury  to 
them.  If  thefe  fhips  are  not  al¬ 
lowed  to  come  to  London,  not  one 
additional  Britifh-built  fhip  will  be 
employed,  for  the  trade  will  go  into 
the  hands  of  foreigners,  and  they 
will  employ  their  own  fhips  and 
their  own  feamen  ;  whereas,  if  they 
do  come,  they  will  be  numerous, 
and  they  will  be  aefirous  of  having 
in  their  employ  as  many  Britifh 
feamen  as  they  can  get.  Although 
generally  manned  with  Lafcars, 
they  always  have  Englifh  offi¬ 
cers  ;  they  wifh  to  have  petty  of¬ 
ficers  alfo,  and  forne  European  fea¬ 
men  ;  fo  that  every  fhip  of  this  de- 
feription  will  be  ready  to  engage 
the  Britifn  feamen,  and  it  will  be, 
as  far  as  it  may  extend,  a  new  and 
additional  channel  of  employ  for  this 
valuable  clafs  of  men,  inflead  of  its 
taking  from  them  any  means  of  en. 
gagement  that  are  at  prefer!  t  open 
to  them.  The  honourable  direc¬ 
tor,  I  think,  alfo  obferved,  that  all 
nations  were  looking  up  to  the  Eafl- 
India  Company.  I  agree  moft  en¬ 
tirely  with  him,  and.  it  is  to  afeer- 
tain  what  they  will  at  laft  do  with 
refpedl  to  this  private  trade.  They 
faw,  with  fome  appfehenfion,  the 
repeal  of  all  the  penal  laws  in  17 gsf 
becaufe  it  was  the  beft  affurance  that 
the  Company  would  do  fomething 
effectual  to  bring  all  the  trade  go¬ 
ing  on  with  Britifh  capital  to  the 
port  of  London ;  but  they  have  re¬ 
covered  their  fpirits  fmee  they  have 
found  the  Company  unwilling  to 
give  the  merchants  facilities  enough 
to  bring  their  goods  to  London. 
Foreigners,  at  this  time,  are  ex¬ 
ceedingly  anxious  about  this  quef- 
tion  ;  -they  know,  if  thofe  facilities 
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arc-granted,  if  individual  fhips  are 
allowed  to  navigate/  there  v/ill  be 
an  end  to  the  credit  and  affidance 
they  at  prefent  receive  from  the 
Englifh  merchants  in  Calcutta,  and 
that  they  will  be  reduced  to  trade 
on  their  own  capitals.  The  ho¬ 
nourable  director,  I  think,  next 
faid,  that  one  houfe,  to  his  know¬ 
ledge,  traded  for  400,000/.  in  a 
year  with  foreigners  (a  proprietor 
called  out  No!— but  to  four  times 
as  much  as  the  clandeftine  trade 
amounted  to,  that  is  by  the  direc¬ 
tor’s  account  250,000/.)  Mr.  H. 
faid,  he  was  fatisfied  either  way  ; 
he  only  noticed  the  thing  to  fhew 
that  in  the  minds  ,of  fome  of  the 
directors,  the  foreign  trade  carried 
on  by  Bridal  capital  exceeded  the 
fum  it  was  dated  at  in  the  report. 
The  honourable  director  alfo  re¬ 
peated  what  is  fo  fully  argued  in  the 
report,  that  the  India  fhips  are  the 
object  in  the  end,  and  that  the 
goods  are  only  the  means.  This 
had  not  efcaped  my  attention,  but 
I  cannot  find  by  inquiring,  I  can¬ 
not  recollect  in  my  own  experi¬ 
ence,  that  fuch  a  practice  is  poffible 
in  commerce,  and  efpecially  from 
India.  I  fpeak,  however,  in  the 
prefence  of  many  of  the  mod  re- 
fpeCtable  merchants  of  London, 
they  will  judge  whether  it  is  pof¬ 
fible  for  a  trade  on  fuch  principles 
to  exid.  I  thank  the  honourable 
direflor  for  another  obfervation  that 
he  made,  and  that  was,  that  this 
country  could  not  at  prefent  fupply 
timber  enough  for  the  Britidi  navy; 
yet,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  honour¬ 
able  director  ferioudy  recommends 
that  the  India  Company  would 
build  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  more 
Blips  for  additional  trade,  and  to 
add  to  that  didrefs  for  timber 
which  is  already  felt.  Sir,  this 
cannot  be  of  real  advantage  to  the 
India  Company  or  the  Nation;  his 


raajefty’s  minifters  have  their  eye 
upon  the  Company,  and  will  not 
allow  any  thing  fo  injurious  to  take 
place.  They  will  examine  into  the 
refources  of  fhip  timber  which  you 
have  on  the  Malabar  coad ;  they 
will  call  them  in  aid  both  to  the 
commerce  and  the  navy  of  their 
country  ;  and  this  circumdance 
alone,  if  none  other  offered,  would 
be  grounds  fufficient  to  decide  the 
prefent  quedion,  and  to  fhew  that 
fhips  built  in  India,  and  not  in 
Great  Britain,  mud  carry  on  the 
furplus  trade  between  the  Ead  In¬ 
dies  and  the  river  Thames.  This, 
1  am  convinced,  will  at  lead  be  ef¬ 
fected.  I  wifh  it  to  be  done  by  the 
Company  themfelves  upon  convic¬ 
tion,  and  I  wifh  them  to  confult 
their  governors-general  to  afeertain, 
whether  they  are,  or  are  not  of 
opinion,  that  it  can  be  done  with¬ 
out  any  of  thofe  dangers  which 
the  report  of  the  directors  fo  alarm¬ 
ingly  holds  forth — dangers,  in  my 
mind,  totally  void  of  foundation, 
and  fuch  as  the  nature  of  your  go¬ 
vernments  in  India  mud  always  effi 
feCtually  prefent  ?" 

The  quedion  being  now  loudly 
called  for,  ic  was  put,  and  the 
court  divided  on  the  original  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  refolution, 

Ayes,  -  80 

Noes,  -  1S3 

A  ballot  on  the  amendment  was 
demanded  in  the  name  of  nine  pro¬ 
prietors. 

On  Friday,  June  the  5th,  the 
ballot  took  place,  when  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Henchman  was  finally  loft. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  l6,  1801. 

A  quarterly  general  court  was 
held  this  day,  when  Mr.  Mills 
(the  Chairman)  informed  the  court, 
that  the  court,  of  directors  had  re¬ 
vived  that  the  dividend  on  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  capital,  from  the  5  th  of 

X  M  4  June 


184 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  lsow 


June  iaft  to  the  5  th  of  January 
,  next,  be  five  and  a  half  per  cent. 
The  queftion,  therefore,  that  he  was 
to  put  was,  that  five  and  a  half  per 
cent  be  the  dividend  ? 

Mr.  Henchman  faid,  he  did 
not  rife  to  objed  to  the  divi¬ 
dend  propofed,  but  he  thought  that 
a  proper  oeeafion  to  notice  a  report, 
which  was  in  vejy  general  circula¬ 
tion,  of  an  intention  to  increafe  the 
Company’s  capita],  and  which,  if 
it  had  any  foundation  in  truth,  he 
thought  it  might  be  injurious  to 
the  Company’s  affairs.  Mr.  Hench¬ 
man  obferved,  that  although  the 
Company  had  obtained  an  aft  of 
parliament  five  years  ago,  em¬ 
powering  them  to  increafe  their  ca¬ 
pital  millions,  yet  it  was  known 
that*?  they  had  never  ufed  that 
power ;  it  had  Iain  dormant  in  the 
office.  He  trufied,  therefore,  that 
whenever  the  directors  fhould  be 
about  to  make  ufe  of  it,  the  pro¬ 
prietors  Would  be  called  upon  for 
thdir  confent  ;  for  the  Company  was 
now  in  a  very  different  fituation 
from  that  in  which  they  flood  when 
the  power  was  given,  at  which 
time  he  had  objected  to  enlarojno- 
the  capital,  and  which  he  fhouid  do 
again,  becaufe  he  thought  it  the 
very  world  way  of  railing  funds  in 
any  cafe  whatever  ;  it  was  fuch,  in 
his  opinion,  as  mod  likely  to  affedd 
the  prefent  dividend*  and  on  that 
acccun  t  pa  rticula  rly  defe rv  rng  of  a  t - 
tendon.  It, was  a  mode  that  be¬ 
came  a  permanent  obligation  on.  the 
Company  ;  be  their  fituation  ever  fo 
much  improved,  they  could  not  get 
rid  of  the  expence '  of  it.  It  had 
many  other  difad  vantages  not  ne- 
cefTary  at  prefect  to  be  enumerated. 

J  i  j  .  '  ,  4  .  ■ 

Mr.  Henchman- begged  only:  further 
to  fay,  tha t,'  entertaining  this  opi¬ 
nion,  he  had,  turned  his  mind  to  other 
modes  of  firpply, .  and  he  had  left,  a 
day  or  two- ago,  2  propofi  tid’d  with  j 


the  fecretary,  for  the ,  .chairman T 
perufal,  which  he  had  no  doubt  he 
muff  have  feen  (the  chairman  allowed 
that  he  had)  ;  the  propofition  was  to 
transfer  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
debt  in  India  to  this  country,  and 
thereby  fave  half  of  the  charge  of 
Indian  inters#.  Mr.  Henchman 
faid  he  was  forty  to  notice  that  it 
had  been  too  publicly  infimiated  that 
he  was  an  enemy  to  the  Company, 
becaufe  he  happened  to  differ  upon  a 
great  political  and  commercial  Tub- 
ject  from  the  opinion  of  the  direc¬ 
tors  ;  but  he  hoped  the  court  would 
do  him  the  juftice  to  believe  that  he 
never  took  a  part  in  their  affairs' 
but  with  a  view  to  the  profperity 
and  welfare  of  the  Company,  which 
he  had  as  much  at  heart  as  any  mem¬ 
ber  belonging  to  it  ;  and  if  his  pre¬ 
fent  propofition  could  in  any  degree 
be  of  fervice  to  that  end,  he  lhould 
feel  a  particular  pleafure  in  having 
fuggefted  it. 

The  Chairman  faid,  that  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  fet  out 
with  declaring  that  he  did  not  mean 
to  oppofe  the  refolution  for  the  di¬ 
vidend,  the  queftion  upon  that 
might  as  well  be  put :  That  with 
regard  to  the  adding  two  millions 
to  the  capital  of  the  Company,  no 
fuch  meafure  was  in  the  contempla¬ 
tion  of  the  dire&ors  at  prefent.  , 
The  fubjetd  of  the  Indian  debt  had 
indeed  occupied  much  of  his  atten¬ 
tion,  with  refpe6tyo  the  belt  prac¬ 
ticable  means  of  difeharging  it.  He 
had  duly  received  the  paper  to  which 
the  honourable  proprietor  had  al¬ 
luded,  and  he  returned  him  his 
thanks  for  the  valuable  hints  it 
communicated,  and  fhould  at  all 
times  feel  himfelf  obliged  to  the 
honourable  proprietor  lor  the  hints 
he  .might  be  pleafed  to  convey  to 
him,  on  that  or  any  other  fubjedL  1 

Mr.  Henchman  faid,  he  felt  , 
obliged  by  what  had  fallen  from  the  , 

chair ; 
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chair  ;  be  would  leave*  his  propor¬ 
tion  with  the  court  of  directors,  or 
he  w®uld  juft  read  the  heads  of  it,  if 
the  court  would  condefccnd  to  hear 
it — ~( a  loud,  ay  of  Read ,  read! ) 
Mr.  Henchman  then  read  his  plan 
as  follows : 

PROPOSITION 

For  the  more  fpeedy  Transfer  of  thrEaft- 

Ind'ta  Company's  Debts  in  India  to 
.Great  Britain ,  for  the  Affiftance  of 

the  Finances  of  that  Country ,  and  the 

Reduction  of  the  Charge  of  Indian  In- 
- tercfl . 

I.  To  eftablifh  a  fund  at  the  India 
Houfe,  bearing  five  per  cent,  per  annum 
intereft,  payable  half-yearly,  and  trans-  - 
ferable  by  transfer-books. 

It.  To  this  fund  all  perfons  in  India 
may  fubfcribe  Company’s  bonds,  or  Other 
paper  in  circulation,  at  a  certain  exchange 
to  be  fixed. 

III.  As  the  Company’s  paper  in  India 
has  different  value  in  the  markets  in  In¬ 
dia,  according  to  the  tenor  and  rate  of  in- 
tereft,  proper  confideration  to  be  paid  to 
thofe  circumftances. 

IV.  That  the  governor-general  in  coun¬ 
cil  have  power  to  adjuft  the  rate  of  ex¬ 
change. 

V.  That  the  rate  of  exchange  be,  in 
tne  firft  infiance,  only  fettled  for  three  or 
fix  months  ;  that,  by  the  refult  of  the 
trial,  it  may  be  either  increafed  or  de- 
creafed,  as  may  be  found  expedient. 

VI.  That  transfer  certificates  lhall  be 
granted  to  thofe  who  fubfcribe,  which 
will  bear  five  per  cent,  per  annum  inte- 
reft  from  the  day  of  their  date,  payable  at 
the  India  Houfe. 

VII.  That,  on  produ&ion  of  any  fuch 
transfer  certificate  to  the  proper  officer  at 
the  India  Houfe,  an  entry  of  fo  much  ftock 
lhall  be  made  accordingly  in  the  transfer*- 
books,  in  the  name  of  the  party. 

VIII.  That  fuch  fiock  ffiall  be- trans¬ 
ferable  at  the  office  in  the  fame  manner  as 
is  ufual  with  other  public  lands. 

IX.  That  the  Company  ffiall  be  bound 

not  to  pay  off  this  ftock  for  years, 

and  to  give  years  notice  whenever 

they  may  be  inclined  to  pay  it  off  after 
that  period. 

X.  That  the  territorial  revenue  of  In¬ 
dia,  as  well  as  the  Eaft-India  Company, 
ffiall  be  anfwerable  for  this  fund*  »- 

XL  That  the  plan  ffiall  be  publiffied 
in  England,  and  perfons  here  be  invited  to 
fubfcribe  to  the  fund.  Ail  fuch  fubffirip- 


tions  being  paid  at  the  India  Houfe,  and 
faithfully  invefied  by  the  court  of  directors 
in /dollars,  and  fent  to  India,  to  be  applied 
towards  the  liquidation  of  the  Company’s 
debts,  and  nothing  elfe.  In  fuch  cafes, 
tfic  parties  would  have  their  names  entered 
on  the  books  here,  immediately  upon  pay¬ 
ing  their  lubfcriptions. 

XII.  That  private  perfons  in  England 
ffiall  be  allowed  to  fend  out  filver  on  the 
Company’s  (hips,  freight  free,  for  the 
purpofe  of  fubferibing  to  this  fund  la 
India. 

XIII.  That  a  bonus ,  if  neceffary,  maf 
be  given  to  perfons  in  Europe  that  will 
fubfcribe ;  and  that  a  preference  may  be 
given  to  the  proprietors  of  Eaft-India 
ftock.  The  amount  of  thefe  fubferiptions 
mav  be  limited,  and  the  inftalments  made 
eafy. 

Arguments  in  favour  of  the  Propftion. 

I.  Perfons  in  India  having  property  to 
remit  to  England,  will  have  the  means  of 
immediate  inveftment,  at  five  per  cent, 
per  annum. 

II.  The  rate  of  intereft  being  higher 
than  government  funds,  will  he  an  in¬ 
ducement  to  engage  in  this  fund* 

III.  The  fubferibers  will  have  another 
inducement  by  the  rate  of  exchange  at 
which  the  transfer  ffiouldbe  made,  which 
is  left  to  the  government  in  India  to  de¬ 
cide  according  circumftances. 

IV.  That  the  rate  of  exchange  ffiould 
be  fixed  only  for  a  limited  time,  that  the 
government  may  alter  it  as  they  may  find 
expedient. 

V.  Many  perfons  in  Europe,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  peace,  and  the  expected  re¬ 
duction  in  the  price  of  filver,  may  be  in¬ 
duced  to  fend  fpecie  to  India  for  the  pro¬ 
fit  thereon,  having  fuch  a  favourable  op¬ 
portunity  of  immediate  returns  by  means 
of  this  propofed  fund. 

VI.  A  plan  of  this  kind,  if  timely 
adopted,  mav  do  away  the  neceffity  of  in- 
creafingthe  Company’s  capital  fiock. 

VII.  Th  is  is  a  plan  in  which  no  pri¬ 
vate  perfon  can  enter  into  competition 
with  the  Company. 

VIII.  The  rife  which  may  be  expefted 
in  the  public  funds,  will  make  this  fund  of 
inereanng  value. 

IX.  This  plan  faves  to  the  Eaft-India 
Company  all  the  difference  between  In¬ 
dian  and  Britiffi  intereft;  the  latter  being 
five  per  cent,  per  annum,  while  the  for¬ 
mer  is  eight,  ten,  and  twelve  per  cent, 
and  lbme  of  thofe  fecurities  at  confider- 
able  difeount. 

X.  This  fund  may  be  tffe  means  of  re- 

ftcring 
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{taring  the  public  credit  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company  abroad,  by  a  {peedier  difcharge 
or  transfer  of  their  Indian  debt. 

The  queftion  on  the  dividend  was 
then  put  and  carried. 

LOSS  OF  THE  KENT  INDIA  MAN. 

The  Chairman  faid,  the  next 
buhnefs  to  be  fubmitted  to  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  court  was,  a  refolu- 
t ion  of  the  court  ofdireftors  on  the 
4th  of  November  left,  which  fhould 
be  read.  It  was  as  follows  : 

“  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
court,  that  the  commander,  officers, 
and  owners  of  the  Hr  ip  Kent ,  are 
fully  acquitted  from  all  imputation 
of  neglect  or  mifconduCt,  in  refpedt 
to  the  lofs  of  that  (hip.” 

Mr.  Ciiisholme  faid,  that  be¬ 
fore  the  general  court  proceeded  to 

O  *#  t 

a  vote  upon  that  refolution,  it  would 
be  proper  that  the  report  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  Bengal,  refpedting  the 
capture  of  the  Kent  on  the  7th  of 
October,  fhould  be  read. 

A  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
governor-  general,  as  foon  as  the  news 
of  the  lofs  of  the  Kent  arrived  at 
Calcutta,  was  read,  and  the  proceed¬ 
ings  on  the  inquiry  inftituted  by 
the  committee  to  whofe  inveftiga- 
tion  the  mutter  was  referred  ;  to¬ 
gether  with  the  minutes  of  the  ma- 

ip 

rine  board  upon  the  fubjecl,  and  the 
depositions  ot  Mr.  Hall,  Mr.  Mor¬ 
ris,  and  other  perfons  who  were  on 
board  when  the  Kent  was  captured. 

It  appeared  from  thefe  papers,  that 
the  arms  provided  for  the  Kent  were 
defective,  and  unlit  for  fervice  ;  a 
fad  that  Captain  Rivington  could 
not  but  be  acquainted  with,  as  he 
had  infpeded  them  at  Gravefend, 
and  had  lent  to  the  armourer  to  ex¬ 
change  one  of  the  mufkets,  when  he 
fetched  one  away,  arid  returned 
another  in  lieu  of  it.  That  the 
blades  of  the  cutlaffies  (which  coft 
but  three  (hillings  and  fixpence 
'each,  indu'd. the  fcabbard)  were 


made  of  fuch  bad  materials,  that 
they  were  cut  in  half  by  a  fmgle 
(broke  of  the  Frenchmens*  fabres. 
It  appeared  that  there  were  2000 
(land  of  arms  on  board  in  packages, 
which  were  (lowed  in  the  hold  ; 
that  the  cantata  ordered  a  ruin- 

l 

mage  to  be  made,  and  one  of  the 
boxes  taken  up  and  brought  to  him, 
which  he  opened  and  looked  at,  but 
that  he  had  it  fattened  down  and 
(lowed  away  again.  It  likewile 
appeared,  that  the  (hip,  from  being 
overladen,  was  funk  fo  deep  in  the 
water,  that  (he  failed  heavily,  and 
it  was  difficult  to  manage  her.  It 
was  impoffible,  alfo,  on  account  of 
her  being  funk  fo  deep  in  the  wa¬ 
ter,  for  the  crew  to  open  their  gun- 
deck  ports,  excepting  only  in  very 
fine  weather.  That,  in  faeft,  it  did 
not  appear  that  they  had  ever  been 
opened  during  the  voyage,  but  for  a 
fnort  time  in  the  Bay  of  Bifcay.  It 
became  therefore  impoffible  to  exer- 
cife  the  men  with  the  guns,  and  that 
they  had  hot  been  exercifed  with  the 
fmall  arms  weekly,  as  they  ought 
to  have  been.  When  the  enemy 
firft  attacked  the  Kent ,  foe  beat  her 
off  with  her  great  guns  ;  but  the 
Confiance. returned  to  a  fecond  at¬ 
tack,  and  attempted  to  board,  when 
it  was  found  that  there  were  not  a 
fufficient  number  of  fmali  arms  on 
board  to  arm  each  paffenger  and  per- 
fon  capable  of  bearing  arms,  and 
enable  them  to  co-operate  in  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  (hip.  The  conduft  of 
Mr.  Hall  and  Mr.  Morris,  in  de¬ 
ft  roying  the  private  ftgnals  after  the 
foip  was  captured,  was  highly  me. 
ritorious,  and  did  thefe  gentlemen 
great  credit.  It  appeared  alfo  that 
Captain  Rivington  put  the  foip  into 
(lays  when  the  enemy  was  clofe  to 
her,  during  the  a  (ft  ion,  but  that  foe 
miffed  (lays,  and  by  that  means  fell 
alcng-ftde  the  Confiance ,  which 
enabled  the  privateer’s  people-  to 

board 
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board  the  Kent  fore  and  aft  at  the 
fame  time.  Upon  the  whole,  the 
lofs  of  the  fhip  was  to  be  imputed  to 
the  circumftance  of  the  (hip’s  having 
been  injudicioufiy  put  into  Hays,  to 
the  want  of  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
fmall  arms  being  on  board,  and  to 
thofe  that  were  on  board  being  de¬ 
fective  and  unfit  for  fervice  ;  but 
that  the  captain  and  his  officers  had 
fought  gallantly  in  defence  of  the 
fhip,  and  fo  had  feveral  of  the  paf- 
fengers  ;  and  that  the  captain  loft 
his  life  bravely  fighting  to  repuife 
the  enemy,  whofe  lofs  it  had  fince 
appeared  amounted  to  fourteen 
killed,  and  a  great  number  wound¬ 
ed  ;  and  that  the  Con  fiance  herfelf 
was  fo  much  injured  in  the  courfe  of 
the  adlion,  that  fire  rauft  have  been 
taken,  if  her  people  had  not  fuc- 
eeeded  in  boarding  the  Kent .  The 
minutes  of  the  marine  board  con¬ 
cluded  with  recommendi nor  to  the 

O 

directors  to  furnith  their  {hips  with 
better  fmall  arms,  a  larger  quantity 
of  them,  boarding  netting,  and 
other  means  to  enable  them  to  repel 
every  attempt  of  an  enemy  to 
board,  and  to  have  two  magazines, 
one  fore  and  the  other  aft. 

Mr.  Chisholme  thought  it  a 
furprifing  matter  that  the  Kent 
ftiould  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  as  it  had  been  ftated  in  the  pa¬ 
pers  juft  read,  that  there  were  2000 
hand  of  arms  and  a  general  officer  on 
board,  and  in  all  two  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  perfons  capable  of 
bearing  arms.  He  would,  therefore, 
confine  himfelf  to  two  queftions : 
Was  it  admitted  behind  the  bar,  that 
there  were  2000  ftand  of  arms  and 
a-  general  officer  on  board  ? 

Mr.  Cotton  faid,  that  having 
been  a  member  of  the  committee  of 
(hipping,  he  begged  to  make  a  few 
obfervations  relative  to  the  fubjeCt 
under  confideration  of  the  court,  viz. 
the  lofs  of  the  Kent  Eaft-lndiaman, 


off  the  Sand  Heads,  in  the  mouth  of 
the  Ganges.  It  was  well  known 
that  fhe  was  attacked  by  the  Confi - 
ante  privateer,  that  the  Kent  beat 
her  off  on  the  firft  attack,  and  that 
on  her  again  making  up  to  the 
Kent ,  the  lattef  gave  her  a  broad- 
ftde,  and  did  great  execution  on 
board  the  enemy  ;  but  Captain 
Rivington  unfortunately  putting  the 
Kent  in  ftays,  file  miffed  ftays  and 
fwung  round,  fo  as  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Confiance  to  board  her 
fore  and  aft  at  the  fame  moment  ; 
that  Captain  Rivington  fought 
bravely  to  repel  the  affailants,  but 
was  himfelf  (hot  from  the  enemy’s 
round  top,  almoft  immediately  upon 
the  privateer’s  crew  attempting  to 
board ;  the  lofs  of  the  fhip,  there¬ 
fore,  was  to  be  imputed  to  the  cap¬ 
tain’s  having  unfortunately  put  the 
fhip  in  ftays,  and  to  the  circum¬ 
ftance  of  there  not  being  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  fmall  arms  to  enable  the 
paffengers  to  unite  in  the  endeavour 
to  repuife  the  enemy  ;  fuch  of  them 
*as  had  arms  put  into  their  hands 
behaved  very  gallantly ;  feveral  of 
them,  it  was  lamentable  to  refleCt, 
had  loft  their  lives  in  their  endea¬ 
vours  to  prefer ve  the  fhip,  and  many 
others  were  feverely  wounded.  The 
laft  words  of  Captain  Rivington 
were,  “  Do  not  give  up  the  fhip  !’* 
It  was  in  proof  that  Capt.  Riving¬ 
ton  did  examine  the  arms  at  Gravef- 
end,  and  fent  to  the  armourer  to 
come  and  take  fuch  of  them  back  as 
were  infufficient  and  defective  ;  fome 
of  them  were  taken  back,  and  ex¬ 
changed  for  others  ;  but  it  did  cer¬ 
tainly  appear  that  the  cutlaffes  were 
not  found,  as  the  blades  of  them 
were  cut  in  two  bv  a  fin  ode  ftroke 

j  a 

of  the  French  fab  res.  As  to  any  ne- 
gleCtin  not  having  duly  exercifed  the 
men  in  the  ufe  of  the  great  guns,  the 
faCt  was,  that,  in  confequence  of  the 
number  of  additional  paffengers  and 

others 
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others  taken  on  board  out  of  the 
Queen  Indiaman,  which  was  burnt 
at  St.  Salvador,  and  the  increafed 
Sores,  water,  &c.  neccflary  to  be 
there  {hipped  for  their  maintenance, 
Hit' Kent  funk  fo  deep  in  the  water, 
that  it  appeared  in  evidence  that  the 
ports  of  her  gun-deck  could  not 
fafely  be  opened,  except  in  very  fine 
weather.  He  owned,  when  he  firft 
heard  of  the  jofs  of  the  Kent ,  and 
the  circumftances  of  her  capture, 
according  to  the  reports  of  it,  as 
they  then  reached  England,  he  him- 
felf  felt  great  indignation,  and 
thought  it  highly  difgraceful  to  the 
Britifh  name,  as  it  appeared  to  caft 
a  ftiema  on  the  national  character 

O 

as  a  powerful  maritime  (fate.  But 
when  better  information  came  to 
hand,  and  he  had  examined  all  the 
papers  fen t  home  from  Calcutta,  he 
formed  a  very  different  opinion  re- 
fpe&ing  the  fad.  It  was  to  be  re- 
colleded,  that  the  fort  of  attack  by 
boarding  was  a  mode  of  fighting  not 
heard  of  as  a  mode  ordinarily  prac- 
tifed  by  the  French  previous  to  the 
prefent  war  ;  that  it  had  not  been 
ufuil  to  provide  the  Company's 
fhips.with  boarding  netting,  or  to 
have  two  magazines  ;  and  that  as 
to  the  arms  on  board,  they  were 
flowed  in  the  bottom  of  the  hold, 
and  were  fent  out  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Company's  military  in  India,  and 
therefore  the  captain  might  reafon- 
ably  doubt  whether  he  would  be 
jufiified  in  making  ufe  of  them, 
even  if  they  could  have  been  eafily 
got  at,  when  the  Kent  was  made 
ready  to  fight  the  Con  fiance.  Ano¬ 
ther  confederation,  and  that  of  great 
weight,  was,  that  the  fort  of  enemy 
they  had  to  contend  with  were  of 
great  practical  ferocity,  inured  to 
the  lavage  ftyic  of  warfare  a  French 
privateer  carried  on,  and  whofc  onfet 
was  fo  ardent,  from  the  hope  of 
plunder,  that  they  could  hot  be  re¬ 


filled  with  efFe<5l,  unlefs  thefe  had 
been  more  fmall  arms  on  board. 
The  captain,  his  officers,  and  fuch 
paffengers  as  were  armed,  it  was 
evident  had  fought  moft  gallantly; 
and  therefore,  if  any  blame  was 
imputable  to  the  captain  for  putting 
the  Ihip  in  flays,  it  was  to  be  re- 
collehled  that  he  had  already  paid 
for  it  with  the  forfeit  of  his  life. 
Mr.  Cotton  faid,  he  was  a  member 
of  the  committee  of  {flipping  ;  if, 
therefore,  any  error  was  imputable 
to  them  for  not  having  done  more 
than  examine  the  two  witnefies,  who 
had  been  examined  by  the  commit¬ 
tee  at  Calcutta,  appointed  by  the 
governor-general  to  examine  them, 
he' m uft  take  upon  himfelf  a  part  of 
the  blame.  The  matter  had  been 
already  tried  at  Calcutta,  and  the 
refill t  of  the  inquiry  that  took  place 
there  had  been  an  acquittal ;  and 
gentlemen  would  recalled,  that, 
after  a  court-martial,  or  court  of 
inquiry,  had  once  acquitted  men, 
who  would  be  found  guilty  of  cri¬ 
minal  conduit  if  they  were  con- 
viiled,  to  put  them  on  a  fecond 
trial  was  a  proceeding  never  he^rd 
of.  Regulations  were  now  making 
to  prevent  fuch  an  accident  from 
arifing  in  future,  and  therefore  it 
was  the  lefs  necellary  to  purfue  the 
inquiry  any  farther  at  home,  or  in 
that  court. 

Mr.  Impey  denied  that  there  was 
anv  thing  in  the  minutes  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  inquiry  at  Calcutta  that 
could  be  coniidered  as  an  acquittal 
of  the  captain  and  officers,  and  de¬ 
filed  that  the  latter  part  of  the 
payers  might  be  read  again. 

They  were  read  again,  and  Mr. 
lUrpr  alked  if  the  hon.  director 
had  found  any  thing  in  what  had 
juft  been  repeated,  that  would  bear 
the  conftruction  he  had  put  upon 
them,  in  calling  the  refult  of  an  in¬ 
quiry  an  acquittal  ?  J 

Mr* 
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>  Mr.  Cotton  laid,  he  certainly 
did  confider  the  refult  of  the  in¬ 
quiry  the  fame  thing  as  an  acquittal* 
as  the  minutes  ended  with  a  decla¬ 
ration  that  the  captain  and  his  of¬ 
ficers  did  every  thing  in  their  power 
to  repel  the  enemy,  and,  that  he 
died  bravely  fighting  in  defence  of 
the  flip,  which,  with  his  dying 
breath,  he  defired  might  not  be 
given  up  to  the  enemy. 

Mr.  Chisholme  rofe  again,  and 
faid,  that  no  diftintt  anfwer  had 
yet  been  given  to  the  queftions  he 
had  taken  the  liberty  to  put  to  the 
gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
bar.  Was  it  admitted  that  there 
were  two  thoufand  ftand  of  arms 
on  board  the  Kent  when  (he  was 
captured,  and  was  there  a  general 
officer  on  board  ?  If  there  was,  was 
that  general  examined  as  to  the 
tranfaCtions  on  board  the  Kent  when 
fhe  was  captured,  and  where  were 
they  to  look  for  the  particulars  of 
his  evidence?  At  prefent  the  court 
had  not  heard  what  was  become  of 
the  general  officer  ? 

The  Chairman  admitted  that 
there  were  two  thoufand  ftand  of 
#rm9  on  board  the  Kent ;  but  as  to 
the  general  officer,  he  belonged  to 
the  king’s  ftaff  at  Madras,  and 
.was  only  a  paffenger  in  the  fh  ip  ; 
mo  inquiry  had  therefore  been  infti- 
tuted  refpeCting  him,  nor  was  it 
thought  that  the  committee  of  in¬ 
quiry  at  Calcutta  had  a  right  to  in¬ 
terrogate  him.  He  added,  that 
it  was  evident  that  the  captain 
had  fallen  in  defence  of  the  (hip, 
and  that  regulations  were  under 
confideration  of  the  directors,  which 
would,  it  was  hoped,  enable  their 
captains  in  future  to  guard  againft 
a  furprife,  and  prevent  an  enemy 
from  boarding  an  Indiaman, 

Mr.  Johnstone  faid,  he  could 
ijot  but  confider  the  lofkof  the  Kent 
Indiaman.  and  the  circumftances 


attending  its  lofs,  as.  difgraceful  to 
the  Company,  and  difhonourable  to 
the  national  character.  It  was,  he 
believed,  the  fingle  tranfa&ion  upon 
the  Teas  that  could  be  faid  to  tar- 
nifh  the  luftre  of  the  Britiih  name, 
and  to  fix  a  (lain  on  the,  fair  fame 
of  our  arms,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
long  war  which  had  happily  been 
recently  terminated.  In  every  view 
it  presented  a  difguftful  reprefen- 
tation  of  the  mod  palpable  mifeon- 
du&  and  negleft;  and  it  was  amaz¬ 
ing  to  him,  that  the  court  of  di¬ 
rectors,  for  whom,  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  no  proprietor,  he  was  per- 
fuaded,  entertained  a  more  profound 
refpcCt  than  he  did,  fhould  have 
come  forward  with  the  refolution 
then  under  confideration,  and  called 
upon  tfye  general  court  to  give  it 
their  fandlion,  without  offering  the 
proprietors  the  fmalleft  atom  of  evi¬ 
dence  in  fupport  of  it.  As  far  as 
the  examinations  taken  before  the 
court  of  inquiry  and  the  marine 
board  at  Calcutta  went,  fo  far 
from  amounting  to  an  acquittal,  as 
an  honourable  dire&or  had  affected, 
they  conveyed  a  ftrong  preemption 
of  mifeonduft  and  negleCt.  Mr. 
Johnftone  faid,  he  was  as  ready  to 
pay  due  honours  to  the  memory  of 
the  deceafed  as  any  man.  He  was 
convinced  that  captain  Riyington 
was  a  man  of  great  bravery,  that 
he  made  every  pra&icable  re  fill  a  nee 
in  the  moment  of  attack,  and  that 
he  loft  his  life  fighting  gallantly  in 
the  (hip’s  defence,  and  in  endea.. 
vouring  to  repel  the  enemy,  when 
Surcouff  and  his  people  attempted 
to  board  the  Kent.  But  was  that 
any  anfwer  to  the  charge  to  be 
found  in  the  papers,  dating  the 
opinion  of  the  marine  board  at  Cal¬ 
cutta,  tfie  members  of  which  im¬ 
puted  the  lofs  of  the  (hip.  to  the  bad- 
nefs  of  the  fmall  arms,  the  fmall 
quantity  of  them,  the  want  of  board- 
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ing  netting,  and  tile  captain  having 
put  the  fnip  into  flays  while  the 
Confiance  was  making  up  to  her? 
Oupht  it  to  have  been  left  to  the 

O 

experiment  of  an  aftion  to  difcover 
that  the  cut  lakes  were  made  of  fuch 
bad  materials,  that  the  French 
fabres,  at  a  tingle  ftroke,  cut  their 
blades  in  half,  and  that  feveral  of 
their  mu  frets'  were  not  proof,  and 
confequently  unferviceable  ?  Could 
any  man  reasonably  expedl,  that, 
at  fuch  a  low  price  as  three  Shillings 
and  Sixpence  each,  a  good  well  tem¬ 
pered  cutlafs,  together  with  its  (cab- 
bard,  could  be  afforded  ?  Another 
inftance  of  negledt  was,  that  the 
men  could  not  be  excrcifed  with  the 
guns,  becaufe  the  Snip  was  fo  deep 
in  the  water  that  they  could  not 
with  fafety  open  their  gun-deck 
ports  except  in  remarkably  fine 
weather,  and  that  the  men  had  not 
in  due  manner  been  exercifed  and 
pradlifed  in  the  ufe  of  the  fire-arms. 
All  thefe  negiedts  (hould  have  been 
avoided  ;  if  they  had,  and  boarding 
netting  had  been  on  board,  the  Snip 
in  all  probability  would  hare  been 
faved.  Befides,  there  was  general 
Si.  John  on  board  at  the  time  of  the 
aftion,  whofe  evidence,  one  would 
naturally  fuppofe,  would  have  been 
extremely  material :  but  it  did  not 
appear  that  he  had  been  examined 
either  in  India  or  in  Great  Britain  ; 
nay,  indeed,  the  papers  that  had 
been  read  made  no  more  mention 
of  him  than  if  no  fuch  man  had 
exifted.  In  fhort,  there  were,  Mr. 
Johnftone  laid,  fo  many  extraordi¬ 
nary  circumftances  connedled  with 
the  lofs  of  the  Kent,  that  he  was 
clearly  of  opinion  that  the  general 
court  ought  not  to  decide  haflily 
upon  it ;  they  ought  to  have  all 
the  papers  relative  to  it  before 
them,  in  order  to  enable  them  to 
form  a  corredl  judgment  refpedling 
the  refolution  now  offered  for  their 
adoption,  and  therefore  he  begged 


leave  to  conclude  with  moving 
((  that  the  papers  be  printed.” 

Mr.  Imp  ey  feconded  the  morion. 

Mr.  Cotton  rofe  again  to  re¬ 
mind  the  court,  that  he  had  before 
obferved  that  the  caufe  of  the  Kent 
finking  fo  deep  in  the  water  was  the 
addition  to  the  freight,  arifmg  from 
the  great  number  of  paifengers  and 
hands  from  out  of  the  Queen  at  St. 
Salvador,  when  that  fhib  was  de- 
feroyed  by  fire,  and  the  additional 
quantity  of  water  and  (lores  necef- 
farily  taken  on  board  to  provide 
for  their  maintenance  on  the  pafTage. 
Twenty-two  feet  of  draft,  or  twen¬ 
ty-two  and  a  half,  was  all  that  the 
Kent  made  when  fhe  failed  from  the 
river  ;  but  what  die  took  on  board 
at  the  Brazils,  which  he  had  juft 
dated,  caufed  her  to  fink  fo  deep  in 
the  water  that  her  gun-deck  ports 
could  not  be  opened,  or  her  crew 
exercifed  with  the  great  guns  :  as 
.far,  however,  as  depended  on  them, 
they  were  well  ferved  in  the  adlion, 
and  did  great  execution  on  the  Con- 
fiance,  which  was  greatly  wounded 
in  her  hull.  As  to  the  lading  of 
the  (hip,  when  fhe  failed  from 
Gravefend,  (lie  could  not  be  faid  to 
leave  the  river  a  light  (hip,  as  (lie 
had  796  tons  of  the  Company’s 
cargo  on  board,  but  that  fhe  did  not 
appear  to  be  improperly  laden  when 
fhe  failed  from  England. 

Mr.  Wm.  Bensley  faid,  that 
mod  certainly  it  belonged  to  the  pro¬ 
prietors  to  have  every  information 
pofiible  on  fuch  a  fubjedt  as  the  lofs 
of  the  Kent ,  before  they  were  called 
upon  to  confirm  the  refolution  of  the 
court  of  directors.  To  deny  this 
would  be  to  do  a  violence  to  his  feel¬ 
ings,  and  to  his  fenfe  of  duty  to  his 
conftituents ;  but  there  were  cir¬ 
cumftances  in  the  lofs  of  the  Kent , 
which  were  already  known,  that 
in  his  mind  well  warranted  the 
refolution  of  the  court  of  diredlors. 
The  fecond  time  the  Confiance  re¬ 
turned 
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turned  to  the  attack,  (he  came  de¬ 
termined  to  make  a  defperate  at¬ 
tempt  to  board  her,  and  the  Kent’s 
milling  days  unfortunately  enabled 
them  to  grapple  and  commence  their 
attempt  ;  it  appeared,  however, 
that  they  met  with  a  brave  refill - 
ance;  and  he  made  no  doubt  but 
that  they  would  have  been  repulfed, 
raid  their  own  fhip  captured,  if  there 
had  been  boarding  netting,  or  a  fuf- 
ficient  quantity  of  good  found  cut- 
lalles  and  mulketry  on  board.  It 
has  fmce  come  out,  that  SurcoufF 
had  given  his  men  brandy,  three 
feveral  times,  previous  to  their  ef¬ 
forts  to  board  ;  and  it  was  faid,  that 
the  enemy  were  encouraged  to  ha¬ 
zard  the  attempt  by  the  promife  of 
an  hour’s  plunder.  When  they 
fucceeded,  and  got  on  board,  they 
fhewed  no  quarter,  and  paid  not 
the  final  left  refpedt  to  perfons,  but 
behaved  with  the  utmoft  cruelty 
and  favagenefs.  They  even  {tabbed 
the  fick  in  their  beds,  and  robbed 
all  they  met  of  theirbuckles,  clothes, 
See.  See.  Thofe  who  furvived  were 
put  on  board  an  Arab  that  hove 
up,  and  they  had  only  a  little  rice 
and  water  to  live  upon  for  the  four 
days  that  they  were  upon  their  paf- 
fage  to  Calcutta.  Mr.  Morris,  the 
fteward,  they  took  with  them  to 
the  Mauritius.  It  was  clear,  from 
the  examinations  taken  at  Calcutta, 
that  the  Kent  fought  well.  To 
what  end  then  were  gentlemen  fo 
yager  to  purfue  the  difeuffion  fur¬ 
ther  ?  Let  them  for  a  moment  con. 
fider  what  would  be  therefult  of  it. 
Did  they  mean  to  punifh  the  inno¬ 
cent  owners,  by  forbidding  them 
to  build  a  new  Chip  on  the  Kent’s 
bottom  ?  That  there  was  not  board¬ 
ing  netting  on  board  the  fhip,  nor 
a  lecond  magazine  of  arms,  was 
not  to  be  imputed  to  the  owners  as 
a  neglecft,  becaufe,  as  had  been  ex¬ 
plained  by  his  honourable  friend  and 
colleague  (Mr.  Cotton),  it  had  not 


been  ufual  to  provide  the  Indiamen 
with  boarding  netting,  and  a  fecond 
magazine,  however  ftrongly  this 
melancholy  lofs  of  the  Kent,  and  fo 
many  valuable  lives  that  fell  a  fa- 
crifice  on  the  occafion,  fuggefted 
the  propriety  of  fo  providing  them 
in  future.  If  there  had  been  any 
error,  it  mu  ft  have  lain  with  the 
captain,  who  had  paid  dearly  for  it 
with  his  life;  but  it  was  admitted 
ori  ail  hands,  that  captain  Riving- 
ton  and  his  officers  behaved  gal¬ 
lantly,  and  did  their  utmoft  to  re¬ 
pel  the  enemy.  He  faw  therefore 
no  ufe  in  raking  up  the  afhes  of  the 
dead,  and  refledling  on  the  memory 
of  a  brave  man. 

Mr.  Johnstone  contended  that 
the  owners  were  to  blame,  becaufe 
thev  were  bound  to  provide  their 
fhips  with  proper  arms;  and  it  was 
evident,  in  the  cafe  of  the  Kent,  that 
the  fmall  arms  were  far  from  being 
in  a  ferviceable  or  proper  condition; 
and  the  owners  were  exprefsly  held 
refponftble  for  her  being  properly 
equipped  by  the  charter-party  under 
the  a  cl  of  Parliament,  which  in 
terms  enadted,  that  when  it  fhould 
appear  that  the  lofs  of  an  Indiaman 
was  owing  to  any  mifconducl  or  ne- 
gledt  of  the  commander,  officers,  or 
owners,  leave  lhould  not  be  given 
to  them  to  build  a  new  fhio  on  the 

i. 

bottom  fo  loft.  It  had  been  proved 
that  there  had  been  both  negledt  and 
mifcondudL 

Mr.  W illi  ams  (a director)  faid, 
he  had  been  forty  years  in  the  ma¬ 
rine  fervice  of  the  Company,  and, 
from  his  professional  knowledge,  he 
was  fatisiied  that  every  thing  had 
been  done  to  fave  the  (hip  that  was 
poffible.  The  Kent  fired  her  great 
guns  with  effedt,  as  long  as  they 
could  be  difeharged  to  any  purpofe; 
and  when  the  enemy  boarded/  it 
was  plain  that  the  captain  and  offi¬ 
cers  had  made  a  brave  defence.  As 
to  there  not  being  more  fmaii  arms 

on 
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on  board,  let  gentlemen  recoiled, 
that  the  Kent  took  on  bcjard  an  ad¬ 
ditional  number  of  paftengers  at  St. 
Salvador,  from  the  Queen,  which 
was  burnt  there,  aeircumftance  that 
could  not  be  forefeen  when  the  Kent 
failed  from  England.  Her  own 
crew  confided  of  no  more  than  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  perfons but 
even  if  there  had  been  fmall  arms 
fuffieient  on  board,  it  was,  in  his 
mind,  a  matter  of  ferious  confider- 
ation,  how  far  it  would  be  pru¬ 
dent  to  put  arms  in  the  hands  of 
fuch  a  number  of  paifengers  and 
other  Grangers.  As  to  boarding 
getting,  fuch  a  thing  had  never 
been  heard  of  as  neceflary  to  be  pro¬ 
vided  for  an  Indiatnan ;  and  with 
regard  to  two  magazines,  he  hoped 
he  fhould  never  hear  of  the  {hips 
having  more  than  one,  which  was 
fully  fuffieient.  But  upon  thefe 
points  profeaional  men  were  bed 
able  to  give  their  opinion,  and  the 
gentlemen  who  had  faid  fo  much 

<D 

upon  thq  .fubjeft  did  not  know 
what  they  were  about. 

Mr.  Henchman  faid,  he  begged 
to  fpeak  to  order.  He  was  very 
forry  to  hear  any  gentleman,  and 
particularly  a  director,  exprefs  him- 
felf  in  the  terms  the  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman  had  done,  who  had  jud  fat 
down  :  furely  the  proprietors  were 
not  to  be  treated  in  that  manner; 
and  he  wai  the  more  lurprifed  at  it, 
becaufe  he  had  known  the  gentle¬ 
man  for  many  years,  and  he  had 
always  conceived  him  to  be  a  man 
of  mild  and  gentle  manners,  not  at 
all  correfponding  with  the  language 
he  had  now  been  ufmg,  and  which 
is  fo  very  contrary  to  all  ufage  and 
order  in  a  public  affembly. 

Mr.  Williams  faid,  he  was 
not  eonfeious  that  he  had  faid  any 
thing  that  cbuld  jufdy  give  offence, 
either  to  the  court,  or  any  indivi¬ 
dual  proprietor.  What  had  he 
faid  ? 


Mr.  Henchman  faid,  the  words 
the  honourable  director  had  ufed 
were,  that  €t  gentlemen  did  not 
know  what  they  were  about. He 
was  very  forry  fuch  language  fheuld 
be  heard  in  the  court — the  honour¬ 
able  gentleman,  no  doubt,  would 
not  attempt  to  defend  it. 

Mr.  Williams  faid,  he  meant 
merely  to  fay,  that  they  were  not 
profefiional  men,  and  therefore  could 
not  undedtand  what  was  the  ufuai 
equipmen  t  of  an  India  man. 

Mr.  Williams  (a  proprietor) 
declared,  that  he  had  long  known 
captain  Rivington,  who  had  loft  his 
life  in  the  defence  of  the  Kent ;  that 
a  man  of  more  integrity,  bravery, 
and  zeal  for  the  fervice,  did  not 
exift. 

Mr.  Henchman  faid,  he  could 
not  but  conftder  this  as  a  cafe  de- 
ferving  of  particular  attention. 
The  obje&ion  of  raking  up  the 
afhes  of  the  dead  could  not  be  of 
ufe,  for  an  aft  of  parliament  re¬ 
quired  a  particular  mode  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  ;  and  therefore,  whether 
the  captain  of  a  {hip  furvived  the 
lofs  of  her  or  not,  the  examination 
muft  be  the  fame  :  the  queftion  was,, 
whether  there  had  been  any  negledt 
or  mlfcondudft  in  the  owners  or  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Kent  during  her  laft 
voyage  on  which  fhe  was  captured  ? 
The  marine  board,  and  the  com- 
mifiioners  of  inquiry  at  Bengal, 
clearly  agreed  in  much  negledl  and 
mifeondutt — Was  it  not  negleft, 
not  to  afeertain  whether  the  fmall 
arms  were  ferviceable  before  they 
went  into  a&ion  ?  Was  it  not  ne- 
glcdl,  not  to  get  up  and  keep  at 
hand  as  many  of  the  Company’s 
arms  (of  which  2000  ftand  were  on 
board)  as  would  arm  all  the  paflen- 
gers  and  others  capable  of  making 
ufe  of  them  ?  Was  it  not  neglefl, 
never  to  have  fired  the  arms  they 
bad  during  the  voyage  ?  Was  it. 
not  negleft,  or  mifeondudt,  to  let  the 


PROCEEDINGS'  AT  THE  INDIA  HOUSE. 


Chip  Tail  fo  deep  that  fhe  could  not 
in  fine  weather  open  her  gun-deck 
ports?  Was  it  no  negled,  not  to 
buy  more  arms  at  St.  Salvadore, 
when  fo  many  more  people  were 
taken  on  board?  Was  it  not  ne- 
gle£t,  that  the  armourer  fhould  not 
from  time  to  time  have  put  what 
arms  they  had  in  proper  order  ?  Al¬ 
though  all  this  appears  on  the  face 
of  the  papers,  eighteen  directors 
acquit  the  owner  and  commander  of 
all  negle&and  miiconduft  ;  and  how 
does  the  honourable  director  (Mr. 
Cotton)  defend  this  judgment  ?  he 
fays,  the  parties  had  undergone  a 
trial,  and  been  acquitted  at  Cal¬ 
cutta,  and  two  trials  were  unjuft  : 
but,  on  examining  the  papers,  no 
acquittal  appears — an  examination 
had  taken  place,  but  they  who  ex¬ 
amined  knew  this  court  mufl  try 
and  pronounce  judgment  ;  the  ho¬ 
nourable  director  knew  that  alfo, 
and  if  there  had  been  fifty  trials, 
they  were  ufelefs  and  improper,  be¬ 
cause  an  ad  of  Parliament  directs 
what  is  to  be  done  in  all  fuch  cafes, 
or  elfe  the  proprietors  would  not 
have  heard  a  fyllable  of  this  matter  ; 
and  a  decifion  muff  be  given  by  the 
diredors  and  the  general  court,  be¬ 
fore  a  new  fnip  can  be  built.  It 
does  not  appear,  Mr.  Chairman, 
from  whence  the  court  of  diredors 
have  obtained  their  evidence  that 
no  negled  or  mifconduct  occurred. 
As  to  the  depth  of  water,  it  is  not 
fair  in  that  cafe  to  fay  that  was  a 
confequence  of  taking  in  more 
people,  and  water  and  provifions 
for  them  at  St.  Salvadore,  becaufe 
the  water  and  provifions  would  have 
been  expended  when  they  got,  as 
they  were,  to  the  very  end  of  their 
voyage;  and  as  the  jfhip’s  being  fo 
deep  that  file  could  not  open  her 
gun -deck  ports,  was  a  complaint 
from  the  time  of  her  leaving  Eng¬ 
land,  flm  was  then  in  this  improper 
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condition ;  the  captain  was  negli¬ 
gent  in  failing  fo  deeply  laden,  and 
the  owners  in  letting  her  go  in  fuch 
condition  ;  the  owners  and  captain 
were  both  negligent  ip  refpect  to 
the  condition  of  the  arms ;  and  the 
gunmaker’s  jollification  is  only  a 
proof  that  he  had  ferved  every  other 
flup  and  the  Company  as  badly.  If 
in  this  cafe  the  owners  and  captain 
can  be  acquitted  of  all  neglect  and 
mifconduct,  no  commander  need 
henceforwardbeafraid  of  an  inquiry. 
But  the  proprietors  have  not  every 
afliftance  given  them  in  this  inquiry 
which  they  ought,  for  the  direc¬ 
tors  have  only  given  the  refult  of 
their  inquiry,  inftead  of  the  evidence 
by  which  that  refult  is  come  to. 
1  his.  Sir,  furely  is  irregular, 
becaufe  the  proprietors  are  by  law 
required  to  give  their  opinion  whe¬ 
ther  the  judgment  of  the  directors 
is  correct;  and  how  can  they  do  fo 
if  they  know  not  the  grounds  upon 
which  they  pronounce  it— where  is 
the  evidence  of  the  officers  they  have 
examined?  Mr.  Henchman  faid, 
he  not  only  thought  papers  ought  to 
be  printed  now,  but  he  thought  all’ 
fuch  papers  ought  to  be  printed  in 
future,  before  the  matter  came  be¬ 
fore  that  court.  It  mufl  not  be 
confidered  that  cafes  of  this  nature 
are  to  pafs  the  court  as  mere  matter 
of  form  ;  they  are  far  otherwife, 
and  this  inflance  fhewed  the  necef- 
fity  of  particular  attention  to  them. 
If  ever  there  appeared  neglect,  it 
appeared  in  this  cafe;  and  it  was 
curious  to  hear  it  advanced  as  an 
apology,  that  now  in  peace,  after 
eight  years  war,  the  directors  were 
making  proper  rules  for  the  defence 
of  their  regular  fhips ;  fhips  for 
which  fo  much  had  been  paid,  be¬ 
caufe  they  were  fo  very  able  to  re¬ 
pel  an  enemy  ;  and  it  was  alfo  faid 
that  they  had  never  been  ufed  to 
boarding,  although  the  Triton  was 
+  taken 
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taken  by  that  mole  of  attack.  As 
to  the  merits  of  the  officers  in  de- 
ilroying  the  private  fignals,  how¬ 
ever  much  it  might  be  commended, 
it  were  better  not  to  have  been 
fpoken  of  fo  publicly. 

Mr.  Twining  rofe  in  fupport  of 
the  refolution,  the  grounds  of  which 
he  confidered  as  having  been  fully 
made  out  by  the  examinations  and 
papers  that  had  been  read  from  be¬ 
hind  the  bar.  The  queftion  before 
the  court  was,  he  faid,  of  the  deepeft: 
confequence  to  the  Eaft- India  Com¬ 
pany,  and  the  court  ought  to  be 
anxious  to  bring  it  to  fuch  a  con- 
clulion  as  may  belt  conduce  to  the 
Company’s  intereft.  It  did  not 
appear  to  him,  he  faid,  in  the  lead 
neceffary  to  print  the  papers,  as 
they  were  the  proofs  of  the  faffs  to 
which  the  lofs  of  the  Kent  had  been 
owing  ;  a  matter,  the  making  of 
which  public  to  all  the  world, 
could  be  of  no  poffible  advantage  to 
the  Company’s  interefts,  but  might 
be  in  its  confequence  highly  pre¬ 
judicial  to  them*  Mr.  Twining 
commented  on  fome  part  of  Mr. 
Henchman’s  fpeech,  and  among 
other  animadverfions  faid,  that  if 
that  honourable  gentleman’s  re¬ 
mark  was  founded,  that  it  would 
have  been  as  well  if  nothing  had 
been  faid  of  the  circumftance  of  Mr. 
Hall  and  Mr.  Morris  having  de- 
ftroyed  the  private  fignals  after  the 
fhip  was  taken,  furely  it  would 
dill  be  more  unadvifeable  to  make 
that  faH  as  public  as  poffible.  Mr* 
Twiningfaid,  that  the  gunmaker’s 
certificate  proved  that  the  Kent  was 
fiirnifhed  with  fmall  arms  of  the 
fame  quality  that  the  Company’s 
{hips  were  always  furnifhed  with  ; 
and  it  appeared  from  the  papers 
that  had  been  read,  that  the  captain 
and  his  officers  made  a  brave  and 
gallant  defence  of  the  fhip,  and  did 
their  utmoft  to  repel  the  enemy  ; 


this  had  been  admitted  on  all  hands.  ? 
to  what  end  then  print  the  papers, 
unlefs  it  wasdefigned  to  rake  up  the 
afhes  of  the  dead,  and,  by  qu'eftion- 
ing  the  acknowledged  bravery  of 
the  captain  and  his  officers,  call  a 
flur  on  the  courage  of  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  commanders  and  officers  ? 
He  fhould  therefore  vote  againft 
printing  the  papers,  and  for  the 
original  refolution. 

Mr.  Impey  faid,  I  agree.  Sir, 
in  many  of  the  obfervations  that 
have  been  made  by  the  honourable 
proprietor  who  fpoke  laft  ;  I  agree 
that  it  is  a  queftion  of  the  deepeft 
confequence  to  the  Eaft-India  Com¬ 
pany,  and  that  we  fhould  be  anxious 
to  bring  it  to  fuch  a  conclufion  as 
may  conduce  moft  to  their  interefts  t 
but  as  he  has  given  us  no  reafons 
for  it,  I  cannot  agree  with  him  that 
this  will  beft  be  efFeifted  by  con¬ 
curring  with  the  refolution  of  the 
court  of  directors,  without  know¬ 
ing  the  ground  of  that  refolution  ; 
on  the  contrary,  with  a  full  know¬ 
ledge  that  the  faffs  ftated  are  in 
direft  contradiffion  to  it.  An  ho¬ 
nourable  proprietor  who  fpoke 
earlier  in  the  debate,  expreffed  fome 
indignation,  under  an  idea  that  a 
flur  was  intended  to  be  call  on  the 
courage  of  the  India  Company’s 
officers ;  for  myfelf  I  difclaim  that 
intention,  both  generally  and  in 
this  particular  inftance  ;  I  believe 
the  character  of  the  officers  of  this 
Company,  for  courage,  is  as  high 
as  that  of  any  others  in  any  fervice 
in  the  world  ;  and  I  believe,  that, 
on  the  melancholy  occafton  before 
us,  as  much  perfonal  bravery  was 
difplayed  as  in  the  moft  fuccefsful 
enterprizes  of  the  war  :  but  that  is 
not  the  queftion  before  us.  We 
are  told  that  fuch  arrangements  have 
been  made  by  the  court  of  directors, 
fubfequent  to  this  event,  as  will 
preclude  the  apprehenfion  of  a  limi- 
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lar  calamity  occurring  in  future 
from  the  fame  caufes  :  I  am  happy 
to  hear  the  ffidl,  and  I  applaud  the 
directors  for  their  inclination  to 
acquire  wifdom  by  fatal  experience  ; 
but  neither  is  that  the  queftion  be¬ 
fore  us.  The  queftion  before  us  is, 
Whether  the  owners,  commander, 
or  officers  of  the  Kent,  were  guilty 
of  any  negleCt  or  mifconduCt  that 
operated  in  conducing  to  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  that  veftel  :  and  it  is  not 
enough  for  the  owners  to  fay  they 
have  been  guilty  of  no  perfonal  mif- 
condudl j  they,  as  well  as  every 
fubjeCt  of  this  Country,  are  liable 
for  the  afts  of  thofe  whom  they 
employ  to  conduct  their  buftnefs  ; 
they  are  anfwerable  to  the  India 
Company  and  the  Public,  for  the 
perfons  whom  they  have  chofen  to 
Superintend  the  management  and 
defence  of  this  fhip  ;  and  if  it  (hall 
appear  that  any  of  the  latter  have 
been  guilty  of  negleCt  or  mifcon- 
duCt,  the  owners  muft  abide  the 
confequences. 

It  is  at  all  times  unpleafant  to 
enter  on  matters  of  a  perfonal  na¬ 
ture,  that  involve  queftions  of  cri¬ 
minality  ;  becaufe,  however  cau- 
tioufty  they  may  be  difcuffed,  the 
feelings  of  innocent  and  honourable 
men  may  be  wounded  ;  nothing  but 
what  I  confider  as  an  indifpenfable 
duty  would  induce  me  to  fay  one 
word  on  this  very  delicate  fubjecl ; 
and  if,  in  thecourfe  of  what  I  (hall 
fubmit  to  the  court,  I  (hall  feem 
to  bear  hard  on  any  individual,  it 
will  be  merely  the  refult  of  that 
duty,  as  I  have  not  the  (lighted 
knowledge  of  any  of  the  parties  to 
the  tranfaCtion. 

In  ordinary  cafes  of  the  lofs  of 
(flips,  I  have  been  accuftomed,  in 
common  I  fuppofe  with  moft  of 
the  proprietors,  to  acquiefce  im¬ 
plicitly  in  the  decifions.  of  the  di¬ 
rectors,  without  ftriCtly  examining 


the  grounds  of  them  ;  knowing  thafc. 
a  great  public  duty  was  impcfed  on 
that  court,  I  concluded  that  they 
fulfilled  it  with  due  circiimfpeCtiori 
and  diligence,  that  they  entered 
into  a  full  inveftigation  of  the  fub- 
jeCt  before  them,  that  they  examined 
and  crofs -examined  all  the  parties 
cognizant  of  it,  that  they  formed 
their  judgment  intelligently  and 
impartially  on  the  refult  ol  that 
evidence,  and  that  they  caufed  it 
to  be  reduced  to  writing,  for  the 
guidance  of  the  proprietors,  who 
were  finally  to  confirm  their  judg¬ 
ment. 

But  this  cafe  of  the  Kent  is  by 
no  means  an  ordinary  one  ;  and  if 
the  public  accounts  of  it  are  to  be 
believed,  I  run  little  rifque  of  con- 
tradition  when  I  (late  it  to  be  one 
of  the  moft  calamitous  anddifgrace- 
ful  events  of  the  late  war  ;  it  muft: 
have  been  matter,  one  would  ima¬ 
gine,  of  the  moft  anxious  ferutiny 
with  the  court  of  directors,  whe¬ 
ther  the  negleCt  or  mifconduCt  of 
the  owners,  captain,  or  officers,  had 
contributed  to  it :  if  the  evidence 
went  to  fubftantiate  any  gsilt 
againft  them,  no  confideration  of 
private  kindnefs,  or  falfe  humanity, 
fhould  operate  for  a  moment  to  caft 
a  veil  before  it  ;  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  evidence  went  to  clear 
up  the  imputations  againft  them, 
as  well  the  private  honour  and  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  individuals,  as  the  fa~ 
tisfaCtion  of  the  public,  required 
that  it  (hould  be  fully  detailed  and 
publifhed.  Let  its  fee,  Sir,  what 
the  public  accounts  were,  and  in 
dating  them  I  do  not  mean  to  lay 
greater  ftrefs  on  them  than  they 
deferve  ;  I  know  they  may  be  er¬ 
roneous  ;  I  know7  they  may  be  re¬ 
butted  by  evidence.  A  regular 
(hip  of  the  Company,  fully  manned 
and  armed,  is  attacked  in  the  Bay 
of  Bengal,  ciofe  to  the  Very  fands, 
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by  an  enemy’s  privateer  of  very  in¬ 
ferior  force,  and.  beats  her  off ;  yet, 
immediately  after,  the  privateer 
fucceeds  in  what  I  may  call  the 
defperate  attempt  of  boarding;  the 
crew,  thou  eh  double  the  number 
of  the  affailants,  make  no  adequate 
refiffance  ;  afld  the  paffengers,  who 
alone  feem  to  have  been  refolute 
to  defend  themfelves,  are  miferably 
il  a  lightered. 

To  juftify  the  perfons  concerned 
in  the  affair,  and  to  fuftain  the  fub- 
fequent  refolution  of  your  honour¬ 
able  court,  one  of  the  directors 
(Mr.  Cotton)  relies  on  what  he 
calls  an  acquittal  by  a  competent 
tribunal  appointed  to  inveftigate 
the  tranfadlion  :  Sir,  I  can  find  no 
fuch  acquittal ;  in  fadl  there  was 
no  regular  trial  in  Bengal,  of  the 
owners  or  officers,  on  which  an  ac¬ 
quittal  could  be  founded ;  but  I 
will  inform  the  court  what  I  have 
found,  and  let  them  judge  if  it 
amounts  to  an  acquittal,  or  if  not, 
rather  to  a  condemnation. 

When  the  capture  of  the  Kent 
was  yet  recent,  an  examination  of 
the  caufes  of  it  was  referred  by 
Lord  Wellefiey  to  the  marine  board 
at  Calcutta,  who  appointed  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  enquiry,  confiding  chiefly 
or  entirely  of  profeffional  men,  for 
that  purpofe.  By  that  committee 
certain  fadls  have  been  afcertained 
and  put  upon  the  records  of  the 
Company,  which,  if  not  contra¬ 
dicted,  muff  go,  as  I  contend,  to 
a  full  condemnation,  inftead  of  an 
acquittal  of  the  parties.  It  is  ftated 
by  that  committee,  that  before  the 
Kent  left  the  Thames,  fne  was  fo 
deeply  laden  that  file  could  not  in 
fair  weather  open  her  lower  port¬ 
holes  with  fafety  to  fire  her  guns. 
Was  this  no  negledl  or  mifcondudl 
in  the  owners,  or  the  commander, 
or  the  officers  ?  Nay,  I  may  go 
farther ;  was  this  no  neglcdt  or  mif- 


condudl,  if  they  were  apprized  of 
the  fad l,  as  they  ought  to  have 
been,  in  the  committee  of  {hipping 
of  the  Eaft-India  Company  ?  It  is 
further  ftated,  that  the  mulkets  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  fervice  of  the  crew 
were  of  fo  bad  a  quality  as  to  be 
utterly  unferviceable  ;  that  the 
cutlafles  coft  but  three  (hillings  and 
fixpence  each,  and  were  of  fo  weak 
a  temper  as  to  be  cleft  afunder  by 
every  ftroke  of  the  French  fabres ; 
that,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the 
infufficiency  of  the  arms  provided 
for  his  crew,  the  captain  flowed 
away  2000  Hand  of  arms  belonging 
to  the  Company,  which  were  part 
of  his  cargo,  in  fuch  a  part  of  the 
fhip  that  they  could  not  be  reforted 
to  in  cafe  of  neceffity.  Is  there  no 
palpable  neglect  or  mifcondudl  in 
thefe  fadls  ? 

When  this  matter  comes  to  be  a 
fubjedl  of  enquiry  in  England,  it  is 
referred  by  the  directors  very  pro¬ 
perly  to  their  committee  of  (hip¬ 
ping.  As  well  to  fa’tisfy  my  own 
mind,  as  to  dojuflice  to  the  memory 
of  the  unfortunate  gentlemen  (one 
of  whom  was  a  friend  of  mine) 
who  fell  victims  to  their  refolute 
courage  in  defence  of  the  fhip,  I 
have  examined  this  morning,  in 
your  fecretary’s  office,  fuch  evidence 
as  the  directors  have  thought  fit  to 
lay  before  the  proprietors  as  the 
foundation  of  their  refolution,  and 
as  a  ground  for  their  concurrence 
and  confirmation  of  it.  To  my 
great  furprize  and  forrow,  I  found 
no  tittle  of  evidence  whatever  to 
contradidl  any  one  of  the  fadls 
which  I  have  ftated  before  to  be  re¬ 
corded  by  the  committee  of  inquiry 
in  Bengal ;  the  directors  merely 
ftate,  in  general,  that  they  have  ex¬ 
amined  certain  witneffes,  and  have 
come  to  fuch  a  decifion. 

Among  the  papers  fubmitted  to 
the  court  is  one  of  a  very  curious 

kind, 
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k  nd,  which  is  intended  I  fiippofe 
to  rebntt  the  fads  found  by  the 
committee  of  inquiry,  relative  to 
the  date  of  the  arms ;  this  is  a  cer¬ 
tificate  of  Mr.  Rea,  the  perfon  by 
whom  thofe  arms  were  furnifhed. 
But,  does  he  deny  that  the  mufkets 
were  unferviceable  ?  Does  he  deny 
that  the  cutlaffes  coll  three  {hillings 
and  fixpence  each,  and  were  of  a 
bad  temper  ?  Nothing  like  it.  He 
only  afiferts  that  the  arms  provided 
for  feveral  other  Blips  of  the  Com¬ 
pany,  which  he  enumerates,  were 
precifely  of  the  fame  quality  :  fo 
that  we  have  the  confolation  of 
knowing  that  it  has  been  by  good 
fortune  only  that  thofe  other  vefifels 
have  avoided  falling  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  as  the  fame  negled 
and  mifeondud  has  pervaded  the 
whole  fervice  ;  and  this  man’s  cer¬ 
tificate,  infleadof  exculpating  him- 
fclf,  goes  to  involve  in  the  fame 
imputations  the  owners  and  com¬ 
manders  of  all  the  other  fhips  enu¬ 
merated,  and  the  infpedor  of  the 
arms  of  the  Eaft-India  Company. 

But  if,  inilead  of  a  certificate  of 
fo  unfatisfadory  a  nature,  this  paper 
had  been  an  affidavit  of  Mr.  Rea, 
denying  in  the  raoft  pofitive  terms 
the  charge  againft  him  ;  fhould  the 
diredors  have  been  fatisfied  with 
the  mere  written  depofition  of  this 
man,  fwearing  to  exculpate  him- 
felf?  In  my  opinion  it  was  their 
duty  to  have  fent  for  him,  to  have 
examined  and  crofs-examined  him 
perfonally,  and  to  have  accurately 
afeertained,  by  the  firideft  inquiry, 
what  was  the  real  ftate  of  the  arms 
he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  furnifh- 
ing  to  the  Company  and  their  fer- 
rants. 

I  fhould  have  hoped.  Sir,  that 
the  diredors  would  have  been 
anxious  to  fhew  that  they  had  feru- 
puloufly  executed  their  trufi:  in  a 
cafe  where  the  honour  of  the 


country  at  large,  the  honour  of 
their  fervice,  and  the  juftice  due  to 
the  unfortunate  fufferers  and  their 
furviving  friends  fo  loudly  demand¬ 
ed  it.  But  however  they  may 
have  fatisfied  themfelves  on  this 
fubjed,  (for  more  may  have  pafifed 
in  the  committee  of  (hipping  than 
is  laid  before  us,)  it  can  hardly,  I 
think,  be  contended,  that  we  can 
confcientioufly  confirm  their  deci- 
lion  without  any  evidence,  with¬ 
out  any  knowledge  whatever  of  the 
ground  on  which  it  proceeds.  It 
is  not  pretended  by  any  one,  that 
the  confirmation  of  the  proprietors 
is  merely  a  formal  ad,  which  fol¬ 
lows  the  refolution  of  the  diredors 
of  courfe :  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
fully  admitted  by  one  of  the  direc¬ 
tors  (Mr.  Benfiey)  to  be  a  judicial 
ad,  in  which  we  muft  exercife  our 
judgments  on  the  fads  laid  before 
us.  We  are  called  on  to  judge  of 
the  credit  and  efFed  of  evidence  : 
Can  we  poflibly  do  this,  without 
feeing  the  whole  of  that  evidence  ? 
For  my  own  part,  I  mod;  fincerely 
with  that  it  may  finally  be  found 
fufficient  to  fupport  and  juftify  the 
acquittal  pronounced  by  the  direc¬ 
tors  ;  but,  as  it  (lands  at  prefect,  I 
cannot  fo  far  compromife  the  honour 
of  the  Country  and  the  Company, 
or  commit  fuch  an  outrage  ,  on  the 
feelings  of  thofe  to  whom  the  un¬ 
fortunate  fufferers  were  dear,  as  to 
confirm  their  vote. 

Captain  Sealy  alked,  if  any 
complaints  had  been  made  of  the 
arms  fent  out  for  the  ufe  of  their 
army  in  India  ? 

The  Chairman  begged  to  be  ex- 
cufed  anfwering. 

Mr.  William  Bensley  rofe 
again  and  laid,  that  he  might  not 
be  fo  converfant  in  the  pradice  of 
the  courts  in  Weftminfter  Hall,  or 
the  law  of  evidence,  and  in  ex¬ 
amining  and  crofs-examining  wit. 

J  N  3  neffes, 
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neffes,  as  the  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  who  had  juft  fat  down;  yet 
certainly  he  could  (peak  from  pro- 
feffional  knowledge,  having  himfelf 
been  a  commander,  as  to  the  (hip’s 
being  funk  fo  deep  in  the  water. 
The  circumdance  of  the  Kent’s 
being  fo  funk  in  the  water  that 
flie  could  not  open  her  gun-deck 
ports  except  in  very  fine  weather, 
was  owing  to  her  being  fo  heavily 
laden,  in  confequence  of  her  having 
taken  fq  many  perfons  on  board 
at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  for  whofe  ufe 
it  was  neceffary  to  lay  in  an  ad¬ 
ditional  quantity  of  water,  provi¬ 
sions,  and  other  dores.  That  was 
no  mifconduft  either  in  the  com¬ 
mander,  officers,  or  owners.  Thefe 
cafual  paffengers  amounted  to  about 
Jt)0  perfons,  who  could  not  be 
fuppofed  to  be  of  much  ufe  in  de¬ 
fending  the  (hip.  Her  force  was 
confined  chiefly  to  her  own  com¬ 
plement,  and  they  were  not  able  to 
xelift  25  9  of  the  enemy,  all  of  them 
well  armed  with  fabres  and  piftols, 
trained  in  the  condant  exercife  of 
them,  ufed  to  a  defperate  mode  of 
fighting,  previoufly  prepared  by 
drams,  and  animated  by  a  promife 
of  free  plunder,  to  dare  any  and 
every  thing  to  obtain  poffieffion  of 
the  Kent ;  but  it  had  fince  been 
well-known,  that  if  they  had  not 
fucceeded,  they  and  their  fhip  mud 
inevitably  have  been  captured  them- 
felves.  He  affured  the  general 
court,  that  if  he  did  not  think  his 
Opinion  confonant  with  a  confcien- 
fions  difcharge  of  his  trud  as  a 
director  and  a  member  of  the  {hip¬ 
ping  co  rp  nut  tee,  he  would  not 
venture  to  date  it.  The  (hipping 
compnittec  had  examined  witnefles 
\rery  fcrupulpufiy,  and  it  was  upon 
their  evidence  that  they  felt  them- 
felves  warranted  to  declare  they 
yaere  fatisfied.  He  thought,  there¬ 
fore,  that  it  would  be  extremely 


unjud  to  the  owners,  who  certainly 
were  not  to  blame,  to  refufe  them 
leave  to  build  a  new  fhip  on  th6 
bottom  of  the  Kent. 

Mr.  Impcy  replied,  that  he  did 
not  difpute  the  affertion  made  by 
the  honourable  director,  that  he 
executed  his  trud  confeientioufly ; 
on  the  contrary,  as  he  was  uni- 
verfally  edeemed  an  honourable 
man,  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  truth 
of  the  aiTertion.  But  the  honour¬ 
able  director  had  quite  midaken  his 
objection ;  it  was  not,  that  the 
witqeiTes  had  not  been  examined 
with  fufficient  (kill  by  the  com¬ 
mittee;  how  they  might  have  been 
examined  then,  he  was  quite  igno¬ 
rant  :  his  objection  was,  that  no 
evidence  whatever  had  been  laid  by 
the  directors  before  the  proprietors, 
to  counteract  and  refute  the  cri¬ 
minal  fads  found  by  the  committee 
of  inquiry  in  Bengal,  and  judify 
the  acquittal  pronounced  here. 

Mr.  R.  Th  q  rn  ton  (a  director) 
faid,  he  certainly  could  not  pretend 
to  profeffional  knowledge,  but  he 
might  neverthelefs  prefume  to  offer 
two  or  three  plain  obfervations. 
It  could  not  be  denied  him,  that  a 
{hip  of  confiderable  force  might  be 
taken  by  an  inferior  one,  notwith- 
danding  that  the  crew  of  the  larger 
drip  behaved  more  gallantly ;  the 
late  war  had  afforded  various  in¬ 
dances  of  it,  fince  many  of  the  cap¬ 
tures  made  bv  Britifh  cruizers, 
both  by  king’s  fhips  and  privateers, 
had  been  made  in  that  manner. 
He  would  next  obferve,  that  it  was 
indifpu table  from  the  papers  that 
had  been  read,  that  captain  Riving- 
ton  and  his  officers  did  their  utinod 
to  repel  the  enemy,  as  well  before 
they  boarded  as  when  they  made 
the  attempt,  which  it  unfortunately 
turned  out  they  made  with  too 
much  fuccefs.  The  captain,  it  was 
generally  admitted,  loft  his  life 
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lighting  gallantly  in  defence  of  the 
fhip,  and  with  his  lah  breath  d.e- 
fired  that  the  fhip  might  not  be 
given  up.  So  krong  an  impreffion 
had  the  proof  of  thefe  fadts,  as  they 
appeared  from  the  inquiry  and  ex¬ 
aminations  taken  at  Bengal  and  by 
the  (hipping  committee  at  home, 
made  on  the  court  of  directors,  that 
they  were  finished  no  blame  was 
imputable  to  the  owners,  the  com¬ 
mander  and  his  officers,  and  had  in 
confequence  come  to  the  refolution 
then  under  the  confideration  of  the 
court.  What  alfo  appeared  to  him 
to  render  it  the  lefs  neceffary  to 
oppofe  the  refolution  was,  that  the 
directors,  in  confequence  of  the  re¬ 
commendation  of  the  marine  board 
at  Calcutta,  had  actually  deter¬ 
mined  on  fuch  regulations  for  giv¬ 
ing  additional  force  in  future  to  the 
Company ’s  flips  in  time  of  war,  as 
fhotrld  be  moil  likely  to  enable 
them  to  guard  againk  furprize,  and 
protect  them  from  the  danger  to 
which  the  Kent  had  been  fo  fatally 
expofed. 

Mr.  Durant  fa  id,  he  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  aiding  with  many 
of  the  honourable  gentlemen  near 
him,  but  on  this  queition  he  differed 
from  them  altogether.  It  appeared 
to  him,  that,  fo  far  from  its  being 
neceffary  or  wife  to  print  the  pa. 
pers,  and  keep  up  the  difeuffion, 
the  fooner  all  the  circumkances  of 
the  lofs  of  the  Kent  were  buried  in 
oblivion  the  better.  He  had  lif- 
tened  to  every  thing  that  had  been 
faid  with  all  the  attention  he  was 
mailer  of,  and  he  never  likened  to 
a  more  irkfome  debate  ;  for  what 
was  it  but  a  dull  repetition  of  the 
lamentable  circumkances  of  a  me¬ 
lancholy  accident  ?  No  variety, 
no  change  of  reafoning,  but  the 
fame  thing  over  and  over  again, 
from  every  mouth  that  was  opened  : 
he  therefore  muk  repeat,  that  he  ob- 
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jefted  to  the  motion  for  printing 
the  papers,  and  was  fatisfied  that  it 
would  be  mok  advifeable  that  the 
whole  fhould  be  buried  in  everlak- 
ing  oblivion.  , 

Mr.  Cotton  faid,  in  jukifica- 
tion  of  the  owners,  he  begged 
leave  to  declare,  that  when  the 
Kent  failed  from  the  Thames,  her 
draught  of  water  was  not  more 
than  twenty-two  feet,  but  that  her 
being  funk  fo  deep  in  the  water, 
and  not  being  able  to  open  her  gun- 
deck  ports,  was  in  confequence  of 
the  addition  of  paffengers,  (lores, 
&c.  taken  on  board  at  St.  Salva- 
dore.  Mr.  Cotton  faid,  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  (hipping  were  par¬ 
ticularly  anxious  to  take  care  that 
none  of  their  (hips  drew  too  much 
water.  That  at  this  very  time 
there  were  (hips  in  the  river  unlad¬ 
ing  part  of  their  freight,  in  order 
that  they  might  be  lightened,  and 
not  draw  more  than  twenty- two 
feet,  fo  that  they  might  in  mode¬ 
rate  weather,  and  indeed  in  all 
weather,  and  in  all  cafes  but  in  a 
gale  of  wind,  or  during  a  dorm, 
have  the  free  command  of  their 
gun-ports. 

Mr.  Henchman  rofe  to  remind 
the  honourable  director,  that  it  did 
not  appear  from  the  papers  that  had 
been  read,  that  the  captain  of  the 
Kent  had  ever  exercifed  his  men, 
as  they  ought  to  have  been  exer- 
cifed,  with  the  great  guns  and  fmall 
arms,  not  merely  fubfequently  to 
the  fliip’s  failing  from  the  Brazils, 
where  kie  took  on  board  a  number 
of  paffengers  and  kores,  but  at  any 
period  of  the  whole  voyage.  He 
begged  leave  to  afk  the  honourable 
dire&or,  whether  a  klip  drawing 
no  more  than  twenty-two  feet  and 
a  half  can  open  the  gun-ports  with 
fafety  ? 

Mr.  Cotton  faid,  a  fhip  cer¬ 
tainly  could. 

i  N  4  Mq, 
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Mr.  Henchman  then  begged 
leave  to  alk,  whether  the  honour¬ 
able  director  had  read  the  paper  of 
the  marine  board  and  committee  at 
Calcutta,  to  that  point,  and  meant 
to  be  underftood  as  difcrediting  it  ? 

Mr.  Cotton  faid,  he  did  not 
believe  a  word  of  it. 

Sir  Hugh  Inglis  obferved,  that 
the  papers  were  always  ready  for 
the  infpeCtion  of  the  proprietors, 
even  when  they  were  not  printed. 
His  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Hench¬ 
man),  he  had  no  doubt  had  availed 
himfelf  of  them,  and  other  pro¬ 
prietors  might  d©  the  fame  before 
the  queftion  fhould  be  ultimately 
decided.  Sir  Hugh  added  one  or 
two  other  obfervations. 

Mr.  Henchman  faid,  he  cer¬ 
tainly  had  availed  himfelf  of  the 
opportunity,  but  papers  were  not 
always  allowed  to  be  feen  ;  that 
when  he  read  the  papers,  he  had 
sliced  the  fecretary  what  was  the 
other  bufinefs,  that  the  words  /pe¬ 
dal  affairs ,  in  the  advertifement 
of  notice  to  the  court,  referred  to  ? 
And  the  fecretary  faid,  he  could 
not  tell  him. 

The  Chairman  reminded  the  court 
that  the  queftion  was  not  then  to  be 
decided,  but  on  a  fubfequent  day  ; 
he  fhould  therefore  imagine,  that 
as  the  papers  would  be  left  on  the 
table  for  the  infpeCtion  of  the  pro¬ 
prietors,  there  could  be  no  occafton 
to  print  them. 

Mr.  Henchman' rofe  again,  and 
faid,  if  he  was  to  underftand  that 
in  future,  whenever  fuch  fubjeCis 
were  to  be  difcufted,  the  proprietors 
were  to  be  allowed  to  infpeCfc  the 
papers,  not  merely  as  in  this  cafe 
between  the  day  of  difcuffion  and 
the  ballot,  but  previous  to  the  day 
of  difcuffion,  he  for  one  fhould  have 
no  objection  to  agree  to  his  ho¬ 
nourable  friend’s  withdrawing  the 
motion  for  printing  the  papers. 


This  being  underftood,  Mr, 
Johnftone  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  and 
agreed  to. 

THANKS  TO  ADMIRAL  LORD  KEITH, 

LORD  HUTCHINSON,  &C.  &C. 

The  Chairman  acquainted  the 
court,  that  there  was  other  bufinefs; 
that  having  received  a  letter  from 
tveo  honourable  proprietors,  Mr. 
Moore  and  Mr.  Prinfep,  informing 
him  that  they  intended  to  bring 
forward  a  motion  of  thanks  to  Lord 
Keith  and  Lord  Hutchinfon,  with 
their  refpe&Ive  officers,  he  had  di¬ 
rected  the  words  f fecial  affairs  to 
be  inferted  in  the  advertifement 
announcing  that  a  general  court 
would  that  day  be  held. 

Mr.  Peter  Moore  faid,  he  was 
happy  to  turn  from  a  fubjeCt  of 
forrow,  affliction,  and  mourning, 
of  which  he  had  unfortunately  drank 
his  full  portion,  by  the  lofs  of  a 
very  near  relation  who  had  fallen 
in  the  defence  of  the  Kent,  to  a 
fubjeCt  which  he  trufted  would  con- 
daft  the  meeting  to  a  feene  of  joy 
and  exultation,  and  reftore  the 
court,  as  was  always  his  defire,  to 
harmony  and  unanimity.  Satisfied 
as  he  was,  that  however  there 
might  be  a  variance  on  points  of 
miner  confideration,  there  could 
only  be  unanimity  where  the  dif- 
play  of  Britifti  bravery,  valour, 
and  conduct,  in  the  caufe  of  the 
country,  occupied  their  attention  ; 
and  he  was  certain,  that  the  mo¬ 
tions  which  had  been  read  from 
the  chair,  on  the  fubjeCt  of  the 
glorious  triumph  of  the  Britifti  arms 
in  Egypt,  of  which  his  honourable 
friend  (Mr.  Prinfep)  and  himfelf 
had  given  notice,  would  be  re¬ 
corded  in  the  annals  of  hiftory,  as 
the  proud  triumph  of  the  prefent, 
and  for  the  imitation  of  future  ge¬ 
nerations,  fanCtioned  by  the  una¬ 
nimous 
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mmous  applaufe  of  the  Eaft. India 
proprietary  in  general  court  afl'em- 
bled,  as  a  teftimony  of  their  fenfe 
of  the  fervices  which  had  been  ren¬ 
dered  by  the  united  efforts  of  the 
army  and  navy  employed  in  this 
arduous  conteft,  and  whole  gallant 
exploits,  carrying  conqueft  in 
Egypt,  had  reflored  the  convulfed 
world  to  tranquillity  and  repofe ; 
and  now  left  us  at  liberty  to 
value,  if  we  knew  how,  and  to 
benefit  by,  the  bleffings  of  peace. 
In  framing  the  motions  before  the 
court,  Mr.  Moore  faid  he  had 
been  wholly  governed  by  public 
records,  or  fatfts  of  notoriety,  in 
fiznple  terms  appropriate  to  the  oc- 
cafion  ;  and  he  did  this  with  a 
view  to  meet  the  ready  acquiefcence 
of  the  court,  and  to  fave  both  them 
and  himfelf  all  unneceffary  difcuf- 
fion. 

Of  the  two  great  perfonages  who 
had  conducted  this  armament  to  fo 
glorious  a  termination,  the  one  was 
familiar  to  all  ;  the  other,  though 
heretofore  employed  on  various  im¬ 
portant  fervices,  and  always  ac- 
complifhing  them  with  great  honour 
to  himfelf,  was  neverthelefs,  on 
the  whole,  confidered  as  a  new 
charafter  in  the  Britifti*  annals. 
The  noble  admiral  who  commanded 
the  navy  on  this  occafion,  had  long 
worn  the  fplendid  laurels  of  mani¬ 
fold  fuccefsful  fervices  to  his  coun¬ 
try,  and  whofe  arduous  exploits 
and  honourable  conduct  had  long 
fince  obtained  their  wonted  ap¬ 
plaufe,  and  had  their  intrinfic  worth 
ftamped  in  honour  and  fame,  by  his 
well-deferved  exaltation  to  the  Bri- 
tifh  peerage.  His  laft  great  ex¬ 
ploit  too,  (the  capture  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,)  was,  if  poftible, 
ftill  more  interelting  1 6  the  Eaft- 
India  Company,  than  thofe  which 
are  now  the  fubjett  of  our  difcuf- 
ficn ;  of  fuch  invaluable  confidera- 


tion  was  that  important  acquifition 
to  the  nation  efteerned,  that  it  was 
announced  in  the  houfe  of  commons 
by  the  late  minifter  for  India  af¬ 
fairs,  that  the  very  fafety  of  India 
depended  on  it,  and  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  it  was  abfolutely  neceftary 
to  the  prefervation  of  our  great 
empire  there  ;  and  he  is  reported  to 
have  declared  in  his  place,  in  the 
moil  unqualified  terms,  that  any 
minifter  who  fhould  confent  to  fur- 
render  it,  ought  to  lofe  his  head. 
Such  was  the  great  value  of  the  ac¬ 
quifition  to  the  Nation,  fuch  its 
eftimated  confequence  to  the  Eaft- 
India  Company;  and  this  acqui¬ 
fition  had  been  accomplished  by  the 
noble  admiral  Lord  Keith, 

On  the  pre.fent  occafion,  faid 
Mr.  Moore,  wc  behold  the  noble 
admiral’s  exertions  in  thefervice  of 
his  country,  continued  with  un¬ 
abated  ardour  and  undiminifhed  fuc- 
cefs.  We  bear  teftimony  that  the 
army  and  navy  have  accomplifhed 
the  entire  conqueft  of  Egypt,  againft 
a  very  fuperior  force,  and  under  a 
combination  of  difficulties  the  moft 
formidable  and  difcouraging.  And 
what  is  the  evidence  of  the  public 
record  ? 

(C  During  the  courfe  of  the  long 
fervice  in  which  we  have  been  en¬ 
gaged,  Lord  Keith  has,  at  all 
times,  given  me  the  moft  able  af- 
fiftance  and  counfel.  The  labour 
and  fatigue  of  the  navy  have  been 
continued  and  exceffive;  it  has  not 
been  of  one  day,  or  of  one  week, 
but  for  months  together.  In  the 
Bay  of  Aboukir,  ©n  the  new  inun¬ 
dation,  and  on  the  Nile,  for  l6'0 
miles,  they  have  been  employed 
without  intermiffion,  and  have  Sub¬ 
mitted  to  many  privations  with  a 
cheerfulnefs  and  patience  highly 
creditable  to  them,  and  advanta¬ 
geous  to  the  public  fervice.” 

I  hu«  fpeaks  the  public  record. 

But, 
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But,  it  cannot  be  confined  to  this 
bccafion,  faid  Mr.  Moore,  great 
and  glorious  as  it  has  been,  that 
we  arc  to  appreciate  the  conduct 
and  exploits  of  the  Britifh  navy..’ 
Wherever  employed,  they  are  fare 
to  carry  glory  ;  and  feMom  or  ever 
have  failed  to  carry  conqueft  alio. 
They  have'  ever  done  their  duty, 
and  always  merited  the  confidence 
and  the  warmeft  applaufes  of  their 
country.  They  have  proved  its 
fafeguard,  and  are  juftly  the  fource 
of  its  pride  and  its  glory. 

Let  us  now  go  to  the  fervices  of 
the  army.  The  noble  general  Lord 
Hutchinfon,  who  gave  this  brave 
force  the  fuccefsful  direction  which 
enfured  conqueft,  it  is  true,  has  not 
been  fo  long  known  to  us  in  the 
light  of  a  great  public  character,  as 
his  noble  colleague.  But  now,  he 
alike  dwells  in.  our  hearts,  and  will 
live  in  the  applaufe  and  gratitude 
of  his  country,  and  be  the  admira¬ 
tion  of  the  world  for  ever.  Where- 
ever  Egypt  fhall  be  mentioned  in 
times  to  come,  the  name  of  Hut¬ 
chinfon  will  involuntarily  arife  to 
human  recollection  and  applaufe ; 
and  thefplendid  deeds  which  he  has 
accomplifhed,  induce  pofterity  to 
emulate  his  conduct,  to  imitate  his 
actions,  and  ftruggle  to  be  enrolled 
with  him  in  the  annals  of  glory. 

But,  however  new  the  name  of 
this  gallant  officer  to  us,  and  how¬ 
ever  fplendid  this  laft  ferviee  to  his 
Country,  faid  Mr.  Moore,  it  is  by 
no  means  the  firft,  nor  in  my  mind 
does  it  form  his  greateft  claim  to 
its  applaufe  and  gratitude ;  in  as 
much  as  the  prefer vaticn  of  a  do- 
meftic  empire  from  overthrow,  anar¬ 
chy,  and  deftrudion,  will  ever  in 
iny  mind,  faid  Mr.  Moore,  have 
tranfeendant  preference  to  foreign 
ftequifition,  however  dc  fir  able  for 
the  falvation  of  remote  colonial  de¬ 
pendencies. 


During  the  late  dreadful  conftids 
in  Ireland,  this  meritorious  general 
o  fficer  had  the  honour  to  hold  very 
diftinguilhed  rank  there  ;  and  at  a 
period  when  the  infatuation  of  his 
countrymen  raged  in  the  greateft 
extreme,  he  was  feparately  ftation- 
ed  in  Galway.  Feeling  every- 
anxiety  with  the  rulers  of  Ireland,-' 
and  moved,  as  it  were,  by  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  filial  attachment  to  his' 
country,  he  was  in  every  feene  the 
moft  adive,  in  every  place  where 
danger  was  moft  prominent,  for  the 
fuppreffion  of  tumult  where  it  had 
broke  out,  and  for  the  prevention 
of  it  where  it  threatened.  He  knew 
his  duty  to  the  ftate ;  he  felt  his  at¬ 
tachment  to  his  country,,  and  his 
countrymen  ;  and  he  feems  to  have 
been  the  only  man  who  knew  how 
to  adopt  a  middle  way  to  accomplifh. 
the  great  ends  in  view,  viz.  to 
fupprefs  infurredion  without  de- 
ftroying  the  deluded  infurgents. 
He  knew  his  countrymen  were  to 
be  managed  by  other  means,  and 
that  their  rulers  might  eafilyaccom- 
plilh  by  affedion  and  attachment, 
what  coercion  could  never  hope  to 
effect.  In  a  word,  the  parole  on 
which  he  aded  was  the  parole  of 
affedion  and  humanity ;  and  fuch 
was  its  fortunate  influence,  that  it 
foon  became  the  parole  of  the  ftate 
under  the  noble  Marquis  Cornwal¬ 
lis,  who,  as  we  have  feen,  happily 
reftored  order  and  fubordination  to 
Ireland.  This,  faid  Mr.  Moore,  I 
call  the  moft  valuable  ferviee  that 
any*  fubjed  can  render  to  a  ftate  ; 
and  how  it  was  felt  by  the  grateful 
inhabitants  of  Galway,  I  beg  leave 
to  report  to  you,  by  reading  their 
own  addrefs. 

TO  GENERAL  HUTCHINSON. 
u  Sir, 

((  The  infufficiency  of  language 
to  communicate  the  ftronger  feel¬ 
ings  of  the  heart,  was  never  more 

fully 
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fully  exemplified  than  it  is  by  the 
embarrafiment  which  we  at  this 
moment  experience.  Called  upon 
by  no  common  claims  to  exprefs  our 
fenfe  of  your  virtues  and  your  ta¬ 
lents,  we  feel  ouTfelves  unable  to 
do  juftice  to  the  merit  of  the  hero 
and  the  patriot.  While,  Sir,  your 
military  appointment  in  this  dif- 
tridl  was  felt  and  confeffed  as  a  ge¬ 
neral  bluffing,  we  had  peculiar  caufe 
to  felicitate  ourfelves  upon  an  ac¬ 
cident  which  honoured  us  with  your 
immediate  refidence.  Uniting  in 
your  perfon  the  powers  of  private 
endearment  with  thofe  qualities 
which  conftitute  the  great  public 
man,  vou  at  once  commanded  our 
admiration,  and  won  our  affections. 
The  fervices  and  attentions  we  have 
to  acknowledge  to  you,  claim  fome 
fuitable  return.,  And  we  truft, 
that  we  make  you  no  unacceptable 
offering  when  we  prefent  you  with 
a  fword,  a  fymbol  emblematic  of 
that  profeffion  of  which  you  are  fo 
bright  an  ornament.  Accept  it. 
Sir,  and  with  it  our  devouteft 
withes  for  your  glory,  your  ho¬ 
nour,  and  your  happinefs.  May 
your  fucceffes  equal  your  merit,  and 
foreign  aggreffion  and  civil  difcord 
learn,  beneath  the  power  of  your 
arm,  to  refpect  juftice  and  to  value 
order. 

“  We  have  the  honour,  &c.  Sec. 
(Signed)  Hyacinth  Daly,  Mayor.5* 

Mr.  Moore  faid,  he  had  been 
defirous  of  introducing  this  addrefs 
to  their  notice,  as  they  muft  all 
have  obferved,  by  the  public  dif- 
patch  of  this  meritorious  officer, 
that  the  dignified  modefty  of  his 
own  mind  is  fuch  as  to  record 
every  merit  but  his  own :  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  merit  every  where,  to 
be  every  where  juft,  to  pay  every 
lively  acknowledgment  to  the  liv¬ 
ing,  and  every  grateful  tribute  to 
the  memory  of  the  deadj  but  wholly 


filent  as  to  himfelf.  u  To  the  ar¬ 
my,**  fays  h®,  ((  every  thing  is 
due  :  to  me,  nothing.  It  was  my 
fate  to  fucceed  a  man  who  created 
fuch  a  fpirit,  and  efhblifhed  fuch  a 
difeipline  amongft  them,  that  little 
has  been  left  for  me  to  perform, 
except  to  follow  his  maxims,  and 
to  imitate  his  condadi.** 

When  the  expedition  to  the  Me¬ 
diterranean  was  determined  on,  and 
which  ultimately  diredled  its  courfe 
to  Egypt,  the  command  of  it  was 
firft  offered  to  that  great  officer  and 
ftateftuan,  the  late  general  Sir 
Charles  Stewart  :  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance  he  defired  to  have  the  fervices 
of  general  Hutchinfon  as  fecond 
in  command,  but  the  Marquis 
Cornwallis  could  not  fpare  him. 
'The  ftate  of  Sir  C.  Stewart’s  health 
preventing  his  proceeding  to  the 
Mediterranean,  the  command  was 
offered  to  the  late  gallant  and  ve¬ 
nerable  officer  Sir  Ralph  Aber¬ 
crombie,  under  whofe  command 
general  Hutchinfon  had  adfed  both 
in  Ireland  and  Holland,  and  whofe 
companion  he  had  often  been,  in 
difficulty,  in  danger,  in  glory.  No 
fooner  did  that  gallant  general  re- 
folve  to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
this  armament,  than  his  application 
was  made  for  the  fervices  of  general 
Hutchinfon.  How  juft  their  fenfe 
of  his  merit !  How  well  directed 
the  prophetic  fpirit  which  appa¬ 
rently  didiated  the  addrefs  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Galway  ;  the  happy 
event  which  this  court,  as  the  ho¬ 
nourable  chairman  has  been  pleafed 
to  fay,  was  rendered  fpecial  for  the 
purpofe  of  celebrating,  bears  the 
moft  grateful  teftimony. 

Sir,  faid  Mr.  Moore,  before  I 
draw  my  conclufion,  there  is  an¬ 
other  contemporary  clafs  of  fub- 
jedls,  of  great  merit  and  high  efti- 
mation,  whofe  fervices  on  this  oc- 
cafion  I  think  it  is  highly  becorru 


£04 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  isoi. 


in g  in  us  publicly  to  acknowledge. 
I  mean  the  whole  clafs  of  Britifh 
fubjefts  in  India,  who  have,  dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  of  this  war,  and  on 
all  occafions,  rendered  very  impor¬ 
tant  fervices  to  the  State  and  to  the 
Company.  When  I  fpeak  of  Bri¬ 
tifh  fubjefts  in  India,  faid  Mr. 
Moore,  I  corriprife  the  whole  in 
two  divifions ;  thofe  in  the  fervice 
of  the  Company,  of  all  denomina¬ 
tions,  as  covenanted  fervants  ;  and 
thofe  redding  in  India,  under  the 
licence  of  the  Company.  I  bqfcold 
with  vaft  pleafure,  from  a  variety 
of  teftimonies  of  your  governors 
abroad,  and  from  various  reports  to 
the  houfe  of  commons  of  the  late 
minifter  for  India  affairs,  and  I 
know  it  myfelf  as  a  perfonal  wit- 
nefs,  that  the  Bfitiih  fubjefts  in 
India  have  performed  the  duties  of 
their  refpeftive  Nations  with  ho¬ 
nour  and  fidelity,  and  with  exem¬ 
plary  attachment  and  advantage  to 
this  as  well  as  the  Company’s  go¬ 
vernment  ;  and  that  this  empire  has 
not  better  fubjefts,  nor  the  world 
better  men  ;  and  if  proof  be  looked 
ior,  I  fnall  limply  deli  re  von  to 
contemplate  the  vaft  rich  empire 
which  you  there  poilefs,  and  not  to 
lofe  light  of  the  origin  of  the  great 
means  for  the  conftderation  of  which 
we  alienable  here ;  for  all  which 
the  nation  is  indebted  to  the  Britifh 
fubjefts  employed  abroad.  For  the 
acquilition  of  that  empire  you  are 
generally  beholden  to  the  Britifh 
fubjefts  employed  in  your  fervice, 
who  gave  a  proper  and  fuccefsful 
direftion  to  the  authorities  and 
powers  with  which  they  were  in¬ 
verted.  But  we  have  alfo  received 
very  important  fervices,  and  deriye 
great  benefits  from  the  licenfed 
Britifh  relidents  in  India,  by  whofe 
uniform  voluntary  exertions,  both 
in  money  and  perfonal  fervice^  they 
have  on  all  occafions  promoted  the 
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national  honour  and  advantage,  and 
many  of  the  Company’s  belt  inte- 
refts.  The  fervants  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  certainly  acquired  the  terri¬ 
tory;  but  while  their  time  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  maintaining  and  defend¬ 
ing  it,  and  that  was  fufficient  to 
engrofs  their  every  fervice,  the  li¬ 
cenfed  relidents  induftrioully  ex¬ 
plored  its  latent  properties,  and 
capabilities,  and,  by  their  laudable 
purfuits,  have  difeovered  and  im¬ 
proved  many  great  and  valuable  re- 
fources,  to  the  great  benefit  and 
emolument  of  the  Company.  Many 
very  valuable  and  dilinterefted  fer¬ 
vices  have  they  rendered  to  the 
Kaft-India  Company  and  to  the 
State,  of  which,  Mr.  Moore  faid, 
he  fhould  mention  one  or  two  pro¬ 
minent  inftances It  was  by  the 
voluntary  exertion  of  the  purfe  of 
an  individual  of  this  defeription, 
captain  Thomas  Mercer,  who  very 
difintereftedly  rendered  many  other 
important  fervices  to  the  govern¬ 
ments  abroad,  that  our  army  under 
general  Sir  Eyre  Coote  had  been 
enabled  to  march  from  St.  Tho¬ 
mas’s  Mount  againft  Hyder  Ally, 
fo  far  had  he  advanced  into  the 
Carnatic  in  the  year  1782.  And 
a  limilar  aft  of  prompt,  genuine, 
di  fin  te  reft  ed  patriotifm  by  another 
refpeftable  Britifh  relident,  a  pro¬ 
prietor  of  Eaft- India  ftock,  who 
by  his  perfonal  credit  and  exertions 
fupplied  the  immenfe  fum  of  twenty 
lack  of  rupees  (200,000/.)  and  en¬ 
abled  the  Company’s  army  under 
general  Meadows  to  take  the  field 
againft  Tippoo,  in  the  year  1790, 
and  without  which  fupply  our  army 
could  not  have  moved,  to  fo  low 
an  ebb  was  the  ftate  of  the  public 
treafury  reduced.  Thefe  are  fafts 
of  notoriety,  faid  Mr.  Moore, 
which,  with  a  variety  of  other  im¬ 
portant  fervices,  weighed  fo  ftrong- 
J y  in  his  mind,  as  to  have  influenced 

him 
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him  to  Iketch  a  motion  of  approba¬ 
tion  and  thanks  to  the  Britifh  fub- 
jeds  in  India;  but  as  it  had  not 
been  done  in  time  to  give  notice  of 
it  to  be  claffed  with  the  motions 
before  the  court,  it  might  be  liable 
to  objection,  and  certainly  he  would 
not  make  any  motion  of  this  de- 
fcription,  without  that  previous 
acquiefcence  of  the  executive  trull 
which  would  infure  the  unanimity 
of  the  court ;  he  would  therefore 
beg  leave  to  hand  it  to  the  chair, 
and,  if  approved,  would  proceed 
further  on  the  grounds  of  if,  and 
amplify  the  fervices  it  recognized. 

[The  motion  having  been  per¬ 
illed  and  conlidered  by  the  chair 
and  feveral  of  the  diredors,  they 
and  many  proprietors  agreed  as  to 
the  merit  of  the  perfons  alluded  to  ; 
but  as  it  was  thought  that  the  mo¬ 
tion  ought  not  to  be  put  without 
more  confideration,  it  was  with¬ 
drawn.] 

Mr.  Moore  went  on  and  faid, 
that  having  brought  before  the 
court  the  feveral  adive  powers  en¬ 
gaged  in  or  contributing  to  the 
conquell  of  Egypt,  he  (houid  only 
detain  them  for  a  verv  fhort  fum- 
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mary.  He  begged  leave  to  remind 
them,  that  this  very  important  fer- 
vice  had  been  accomplifhed  by  a 
Britifh  force  very  inferior  in  num¬ 
bers  to  the  effective  krength  of  the 
enemy,  which  is  now  known  to 
have  exceeded  24,000  men.  It  is 
true,  that  they  had  heard  of  the 
grand  Vizier’s  army  confiking  of 
1 0,()t)0  men,  and  of  the  captain 
Pacha’s  army  confiding  of  as  many 
more,  faid  to  be  co-operating  with 
the  Britilh  ;  but  in  truth  and  in 
fad  thofe  are  generally  armies  in 
words  and  reports,  and  are,  if  pof- 
fible,  worfe  than  fome  of  the  nu¬ 
merous  armies  of  the  Great  Mogul 
in  ancient  times,  which  a  Perfian 
hiltorian  very  accurately  defer ibed 


as  ({  only  fit  to  deflroy  food,  and 
create  famine/’  Pie  faid  he  would 
not  take  lip  the  time  of  the  court 
in  deferibing  the  difficulties,  the 
diflreffes,  and  the  hardfhips  which 
our  brave  forces  had  fukained,  with, 
great  and  meritorious  patience,  but 
which,  to  fpenk  from  written  do¬ 
cument  as  he  did,  he  faid,  fell 
little  fhort  of  all  the  hiftorical 
plagues  of  Egypt.  It  was  fufficient 
to  fay,  that  they  fubdued  and  for¬ 
got  them  all,  the  moment  they  gra¬ 
tified  the  wifhes  of  their  country  in 
fubduing  the  enemy.  But  let  it 
not  efcape  attention,  that  as  foon 
as  Alexandria  had  capitulated,  the 
noble  genera],  in  the  humane  fpirit 
of  that  generous  philanthropy,  which 
has  uniformly  dignified  his  conduG, 
and  is  infeparable  from  true  courage, 
difpatched  emiffaries  in  all  direc¬ 
tions  to  fave  the  advancing  army 
of  India  under  the  gallant  general 
Baird,  from  all  further  dikrefs  and 
hara ilment  poffible. 

Sir,  faid  Mr.  Moore,  a  few"* 
words  more,  and  I  make  my  ac¬ 
knowledgments  for  your  indulgent 
attention.  By  this  fplendid  con- 
quell,  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain 
are  confpicuoufly  furnifhed  with  this 
moll  awful  leffon,  that  the  Britilh. 
army  and  navy,  properly  directed, 
and  cordially  co-operating,  can¬ 
not  fail  in  their  undertakings,  even 
when  furrounded  with  difficulties 
difheartening  as  thofe  peculiar  to 
Egypt :  that  this  happy  combi¬ 
nation  of  Britifh  energy,  in  the  pre- 
fent  inllance,  triumphantly  accom- 
piiihed  thofe  glorious  ends  which 
have  produced  the  bleffings  of  peace: 
and  that  to  the  fuccefsful  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  noble  general  and  ad¬ 
miral,  and  the  forces  under  their 
command,  followed  up  by  the  pa- 
triotifm,  wifdom,  and  laudable  mo¬ 
deration  of  his  majeky’s  prefent 
minifters,  the  world  is  principally 
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indebted  for  its  tranquillity  and  re- 
pofe.  For  that  peace,  which  is  to 
f^il  the  coffers  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company  with  treafure,  and  their 
warehoufes  with  profitable  goods ; 
and  as  the  late  prefident  of  the  board 
of  control  repeatedly'  declared  to 
the  houfe  of  commons,  “  that  as  foon 
as  the  war  expences  on  freight,  de¬ 
murrage,  &c.  fhall  ceafe,  the  in- 
creafed  advantages  to  the  Company 
will  exceed  one  million  fterling  an¬ 
nually.  On  the  ground  of  thefe 
fer vices  to  the  Nation  and  to  the 
Eaft-India  Company,  Mr.  Moore 
fubmitted  his  feveral  motions  to 
the  difpofal  of  the  court,  as  follow  : 

“  That  the  thanks  of  the  Eaft- 
India  Company,  in  general  court 
pow  affembied,  be  given  to  the 
right  honourable  general  Lord  Hut- 
chinfon,  K.  B.  commander  in  chief 
of  the  Britifh  forces  ferving  in 
Egypt,  for  the  very  eminent  fer- 
vices  which  he  has  rendered  to  the 
Eaft-India  Company,  by  his  able 
and  fplendid  difplay  of  military  ta¬ 
lent  in  the  glorious  achievement  of 
the  entire  conqueft  of  Egypt,  by 
which  the  brave  army  under  his  di¬ 
rection  have  gratified  the  warmeft 
wifhes  of  their  country. 

“  That  the  thanks  of  this  court 
be  given  to  the  officers  of  the  King’s 
and  Company’s  forces  employed  in 
the  conqueft  of  Egypt,  for  their 
military  exertions,  fpirit,  and  in¬ 
trepidity,  which  they  manifeftecl  in 
the  execution  of  this  molt  eminent 
fer  vice  :  and  to  the  non-commiffion- 
ed  officers  and  privates,  for  their 
bravery,  perfeverance,  and  military 
difeipline,  no  lefs  confpicuous  in  the 
camp,  than  their  courage  in  the 
field,  under  the  moll  arduous  and 
dilheartening  difficulties  peculiar  to 
the  local  fituation  of  Egypt. 

“  That  the  thanks  of  the  Eaft- 
India  Company,  in  general  court 
pow  affembied,  be  given  to  admi¬ 


ral  the  right  honourable  Lord  Keith \ 
K.  B.  commanding  the  Britilli  navy 
ftationed  on  the  coaft  of  .Egypt, 
for  his  effectual  eo-operation  with 
the  army  employed  there,  which  fo 
effentially  contributed  to  the  final 
fuccefs  of  a  glorious  campaign.” 

Mr.  Prinsep  faid,  that  in  fe- 
condine  the  motion  of  his  honour- 
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able  friend  for  thanks  to  the  gal¬ 
lant  commander  and  army,  and  to 
the  navy,  who  had  effected  the  ex- 
puifion  cf  the  French  from  Egypt, 
he  fhould  have  occafion  to  take  up 
but  little  of  the  court’s  attention; 
fince  the  lively  intereft  and  anxiety 
of  the  Nation  and  of  the  Company 
at  the  early  progrefs  and  fuccefs  of 
the  republican  arms  in  that  quarter, 
had  fufficiently  evinced  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  achievements  which  it 
was  now  propofed  to  acknowledge. 

'The  general  court  had  expreffed 
their  gratitude,  and  in  a  more  fub- 
ftantial  manner,  to  Lord  Nelfon  and 
other  naval  commanders,  for  their 
fignal  and  indeed  unparalleled  vic¬ 
tories  over  the  enemy’s  navy  in 
that  quarter  ;  it  had  acknowledged 
the  fervices  of  the  conquerors  of 
My  fore.  The  heroes  of  this  day 
had  equally  received  from  their 
country  and  from  parliament  the 
tribute  of  weii-earned  fame ;  he 
fhould  therefore,  at  this  late  hour, 
inftead  of  repeating  the  recent  fen- 
timents  of  lords  and  commons  on 
this  event,  content  himfelf  with 
merely  referring  the  court  to  the- 
high  fenfe  entertained  in  thofe  au- 
guft  affemblies,  of  thofe  who  had  de¬ 
livered  Britifh  India  from  the  molt 
formidable  attack  with  which  it 
bad  been  ever  threatened.  The- 
danger  from  which  the  noble  lord 
ennobled  for  this  achievement  had 
refeued  the  Company,  might  beft 
be  illuftrated  by  mentioning  a  fingle 
fafft  well  known  to  many  prefent  in 
tne  court,  that  any  power  in  pof- 
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ieffion  of  Egypt,  and  of  fufficient 
force  for  the  expedition,  might,  by- 
entering  the  Red  Sea  with  two  fri¬ 
gates  only,  .and  keeping  the  ihores 
of  it,  obtain  tonnage  fufficient  for 
-tranfporting  fix  teen  thoufand  men 
to  any  part  of  the  Malabar  coait, 
which,  at  the  proper  feafon,  they 
might  reach  in  a  voyage  of  fourteen 
days  from  leaving  the  Straights  of 
Babelmandel. 

Such  was  the  efcape  we  had  for¬ 
tunately  owed  to  the  heady  con- 
duff,  valour,  and  difcipline  of  the 
Britifh  army  of  India.  His  ho¬ 
nourable  friend  had  already  im- 
preiTed  the  court  with  its  merits 
and  importance  colleffively  and  in¬ 
dividually;  his  own  fenfe  of  both 
had  induced  Mr.  Prinfep  to  come 
forward  to  fecond  the  motions  juh 
read  from  the  chair,  though  he 
could  have  wifhed  the  talk  had 
fallen  to  fome  of  his  friends  around, 
men  whofe  talents  and  eloquence 
were  better  entitled  to  the  attention 
of  the  court,  though  no  eloquence 
could  do  juilice  to  the  fubjedf. 

He  was  happy  in  colleffing  from 
the  expreffion  pf  an  honourable  pro¬ 
prietor,  Mr.  Twining,  that  the 
fentiments  of  the  court  were  una¬ 
nimous  ;  and  he  therefore  conclud¬ 
ed  with  feconding  the  four  motions. 

The  motions  of  thanks  were  re¬ 
flectively  put  and  agreed  to  una- 
nimoully. 

PRIVATE  TRADE. 

Mr;  Rock  (a  proprietor)  f:d d, 
he  wifhed  to  ask  the  Chairman,  on 
this  occafion,  whether  any  thing 
yet  had  been  done  by  the  direfiors, 
in  purfuance  of  thofe  refolutions 
adopted  by  the  court  in  June  lalf, 
on  the  fubjefh  of  private  trade?  It 
appeared  from  various  proceedings, 
which  had  become  public,  that  ci¬ 
ther  thofe  refolutions  had  been  given 
or  that  they  were  not  to  be 
afted  upon  with  that  promptitude 


which  had  then  been  deemed  abfo- 
lately  neceffary.  As  the  matter 
was  of  great  importance  to  the 
Company  and  Proprietors  at  large, 
he  begged  leave  to  take  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  afk  the  Chairman  what  Heps 
had  been  taken  on  the  fubjefi.? 

The  Chairman  faid,  that  the 
fubjefi  had  occupied  a  great  deal 
of  the  attention  of  the  court  of  di¬ 
refiors,  but  they  had  not  yet  com¬ 
pleted  the  difeuffion,  or  adopted  any 
fiaal  meafure. 

M  r .  H e  n  c  hm  a  n  begged  to  k now 
whether  he  was  to  underhand,  from 
what  had  fallen  from  the  chairman* 
that  the  raeafures  that  were  hill 
under  the  difeuffion  of  the  court  of 
direfiors  were  thofe  expefied  in  con¬ 
fluence  of  the  refolutions  of  this 
court  on  the  28th  of  May  lah  ?  At 
that  time  a  fhort  refolution  was 
propofed  by  an  honourable  pro¬ 
prietor,  approving  of  the  report 
and  opinions  of  the  direfiors  relative 
to  private  trade,  and  recommend¬ 
ing  that  they  fhoukl  be  carried  into 
immediate  execution.  Mr.  Hench¬ 
man  faid,  he  felt  obliged  to  the  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  for  the  quehion 

he  had  aiked.  It  was  very  material 

* 

for  this  court  to  know  what  the 
prefen t  hate  of  the  quehion  was. 
There  appeared,  fix  months  ago, 
in  the  minds  of  the  direfiors,  and 
of  a.  majority  of  the  proprietors,  a 
fixed  opinion,  that  there  was  no 
further  room  for  difeuffion — a  pofi- 
tive  determination  was  come  to, 
and  all  inquiry  denied;  but  inhead 
of  thofe  refolutions  being  afied 
upon,  we  all  know  that  nothing 
definitive  is  yet  done ;  it  was  there¬ 
fore  the  more  neceffary  to  inquire 
into  the  reafons.  If  I  underhood 
the  chairman  rightly,  he  fays  he 
has  nothing  to  communicate  to  the 
court,  although  fo  much  time  has 
elapfed,  and  nothing  carried  into 
effect.  Docs  not  this  court  recoi¬ 
led 
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left  how  earneflly  they  were  preffed 
in  May  tail  for  a  decifion,  and  how 
much  was  faid  againf:  delay,  as 
extremely  prejudicial  to  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  affairs  ?  Is  it  not  proper 
this  court  mould  know  what  changes 
have  happened,  that  this  delay  is 
now  hill  Allowed  of,  and  no  com¬ 
plaints  come  from  the  directors  ? 
Every  body  indeed  knew  that  fome- 
thing  had  been  going  forward,  and 
what  we  do  know  goes  to  confirm 
the  opinions  of  many  members  of 
this  court,  that  more  inquiry  was 
neceffary,  indeed  that  it  was  un¬ 
avoidable.  We  know  from  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  other  places,  that  the 
orders  for  India  on  this  fubjed,  as 
prepared  by  the  directors,  were 
wifely  prevented  from  being  fent  to 
India  by  the  interpofition  of  the 
board  of  commiffioners.  It  is  no 
fecret  that  interviews  have  been 
held  with  the  fecretary  of  the  trea- 
fury,  we  know  that  the  fubjed  has 
been  difeuffed  in  parliament,  yet 
the  directors  have  nothing-  to  com- 
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municate  to  this  court.  Indeed 
what  was  faid  in  parliament  could 
not  be  very  pleafant  to  the  gentle¬ 
men  behind  the  bar ;  for  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  his  majefv’s  exchequer 
declared,  that  the  directors  had  not 
given  thofe  facilities  which  they 
ought  to  the  private  trade  ;  he  dis¬ 
approved  of  many  parts  of  their  re¬ 
port  ;  he  did  not  agree  in  their  rea¬ 
soning  about  colonization,  although 
he  allowed  that  was  a  fubjed  on 
which  we  fhould  be  cautious — he 
treated  the  argument  about  Lafcars, 
and  their  powers  of  perfuafion,  as 
undeferving  of  notice;  he  faid,  the 
diredors  fhould  make  fome  concef- 
fions  in  favour  of  the  private  trade, 
and  that  he  hadfound  thei^inclined 
to  do  fo  ;  and  he  then  fated,  that 
they  had  pofuively  engaged  to  ad¬ 
mit  the  trial  of  Lord  Wellefley’s 
plan  for  two  years.  After  fuch  a 


declaration  from  fuch  a  party,  there! 
can  be  no  doubt  about  the  fad— 
yet  will  this  court  fit  quiet  and  hear 
it  faid,  that  there  \ is  nothing  to 
communicate  to  them?  Can  the 
honourable  proprietor  (Mr.  Twin¬ 
ing),  who,  upon  a  curfory  view  of 
the  papers  in  the  month  of  May, 
fo  early  difeovered  that  all  further 
argument  on  the  fubjed  was  ufelefs, 
and  that  nothing  but  immediate  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  plan  of  the  directors 
was  to  be  tolerated — will  he,  after 
making  a  motion  to  that  effed,  and 
perfuading  a  great  majority  of  the 
proprietors  to  join  with  him,  argue 
that  nothing  is  neceffary  to  be 
communicated  to  the  court  at  the 
end  of  fix  months,  although  he 
knows  thofe  orders  have  not  been 
executed,  and  that  there  is  no  pro¬ 
bability  of  what  he  fo  much  ap¬ 
proved  being  carried  into  execution 
at  all  ?  It  is  Illll  more  extraordi¬ 
nary,  that  after  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  has  fated  certain 
fixed  concefions  to  have  been  made 
by  the  directors,  that  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  nearly  a  month  the 
court  of  directors  is  not  prepared  to 
fate  to  the  general  court  what 
thofe  concefions  are.  If  the  ho¬ 
nourable  proprietor  remains  paffive 
under  all  this,  he  muf  allow,  at 
leaf,  that  they  who  contended  for 
delay  in  May  laf,  and  for  further 
inquiry,  were  not  fo  entirely  wrong 
as  he  then  proclaimed  them. 

The  Chairman  faid,  that  the 
court  of  dirediors  were  not  afhamed 
of  what  they  had  done,  nor  were 
they  unwilling  that  their  condud 
fhould  be  fubmitted  to  the  court  of 
proprietors  and  to  the  public.  Ke 
had  not  faid  that  the  court  of  direc¬ 
tors  had  not  made  up  their  minds. 
They  had  made  up  their  minds  on 
the  leading  principles  of  the  regu¬ 
lations  on  the  fubjed  of  private 
trade,  but  they  had  not  yet  reduced 

them 
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them  into  fhape,  or  decided  upon 
the  detail  of  the  provifions.  For 
his  part,  he  had  no  objection  that 
their  proceedings  fhould  now  be 
read. 

LordKiNNAiRD  faid,  he  begged 
leave  to  deprecate  the  difeuflion  of 
fo  important  a  fubjeCt  in  fo  thin  a 
court.  Timeo  Danaos ,  et  donna  fe* 
rentes.  He  did  not  like  thofe  fort 
of  queftions,  where  more  was  meant 
than  met  the  ear.  If  gentlemen 
ferioufly  wifhed  to  have  the  fubjeCt 
again  entered  upon,  and  fully  dif- 
cuffed,  let  a  regular  notice  be  given 
of  fuch  an  intention,  and  he  would 
readily  concur  in  it ;  but  after  fo 
full  a  court  as  had  been  aflembled 
that  day,  now  when  only  about 
twenty  proprietors  remained  on  that 
fide  of  the  Bar,  was  it  decent  or  pro¬ 
per  to  enter  upon  it  ?  No  man  was 
more  ready  to  confefs  the  ability 
and  the  candour  of  his  honourable 
friend  who  had  juft  fat  down  (Mr. 
Henchman).  His  honourable  friend 
had  taken  a  decifive  part,  in  an  open 
and  public  manner,  on  the  fubjeCt 
of  the  private  trade.  He  had  read 
his  honourable  friend’s  book  with 
great  attention;  he  admired  the  in¬ 
genuity,  the  knowledge  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  bearings  of  the  queftion,  and 
the  great  talents  that  it  difplayed ; 
but  it  neverthelefs  had  not  con¬ 
vinced  him.  He  could  not  help 
differing  from  the  conclufions  of  his 
honourable  friend,  refpeCling  the 
regulations  under  which  the  pri¬ 
vate  trade  ought  to  be  placed. — - 
The  fubjeCt  was  a  large  and  a  com- 
prehenfiveone  ;  and  he  not  only  dif¬ 
fered  from  his  honourable  friend’s 
opinion  in  relation  to  it,  but  from 
the  fimilar  opinion  held  by  fome  of 
his  neareft  and  deareft  relations  and 
connections.  At  a  proper  time, 
and  in  due  feafon,  he  would  be 
ready  to  meet  the  arguments  of — — 

Mr.  Durant  begged  to  remind 
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the  noble  lord  that  he  had  fet  out 
with  deprecating  any  difeuffion  in 
fo  thin  a  court,  and  yet  was  him- 
felf  entering  upon  a  difeuflion  of  it. 
There  was  no  queftion  before  the 
court ;  and  if  the  noble  lord  was  re- 
folvcd  to  purfue  his  fpeech,  he  would 
infift  on  fpeaking  after  him,  and  it 
would  be  unfair  to  attempt  to  flop 
him. 

Mr.  Rock  faid,  that  he  was 
fomewhat  furprifed  at  having  heard 
the  chairman  declare,  that  the  di¬ 
rectors  were  not  ripe  for  a  public 
declaration  of  the  principles  and 
refolutions  on  which  they  meant  to 
proceed,  refpeCting  the  inftruCtions 
to  be  fent  out  to  India  on  the  fub- 
jeCl  of  the  private  trade,  when  more 
than  fix  months  ago,  they  declared 
they  had  finally  made  up  their 
minds,  and  that  the  fmalleft  delay 
would  be  in  the  higheft  degree  de¬ 
trimental  to  the  interefts  of  the  Com¬ 
pany.  Surely,  on  fuch  an  impor¬ 
tant  fubjeCt,  it  was  not  to  be  won¬ 
dered  at  that  the  proprietors  who 
had  differed  from  the  majority  up¬ 
on  the  ballot  in  June  laft,  fhould 
wifh  for  fome  information  from  the 
directors  themfelves,  efpecially  when 
it  was  matter  of  general  notoriety, 
that  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  had,  in  his  place,  read  a  firing 
of  propofitions,  which  he  declared 
to  form  the  bafis  of  an  arrangement 
which  the  directors  were  ready  to 
admit. 

Lord  Kinnaird  faid,  it  was  not 
fair  to  pufh  the  matter  further.  It 
was  premature  to  comment  on  the 
conduCt  of  the  directors  till  it  was 
under  confideration.  From  every 
thing  that  had  come  to  his  know¬ 
ledge,  he  was  fatisfied  that  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  directors  wcruld  be  found 
deferving  of  the  approbation  and 
fupporc  of  the  proprietors.  He 
faw  no  reafon  why  his  honourable 
friend  (Mr,  Henchman,)  fhould 
$  O  take 
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take  any  fteps  to  embarrafs  the  di- 
red  ors,  for  no  delay  had  taken 
place  in  adopting  regulations  on  the 
fubjed  of  private  trade  fince  the 
refolutions  alluded  to.  He  again 
fpoke  with  high  praife  of  Mr. 
Henchman’s  book  refpeding  the 
private  trade,  which  he  faid  would, 
like  Andrew  Stewart’s  letters  to 
Lord  Mansfield,  remain  as  a  monu¬ 
ment  of  extraordinary  powers  in 
the  condud  of  fuch  controverfies. 

Mr.  Chisholme  expreffed a  wifh 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of 
diredors  on  the  fubjed  of  the  pri¬ 
vate  trade  fince  June  laft,  fhould  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  Chairman  ftated,  that  he 
had  no  objedions  to  their  being  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Twining  faid,  that  he 
fhould  take  the  courfe  moil  likely  to 
attain  the  ends  which  he  thought 
tnoft  conducive  to  the  interefts  of 
the  Company.  There  was  no  won-' 
der,  therefore,  that  he  did  not  fol¬ 
low  the  courfe  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Henchman),  from 
whom  he  differed  fo  widely,  would 
recommend.  He  thought  this  not 
the  fit  time  for  entering  upon  the 
difcufiion.  The  court  of  diredors 
fnould  not  allow  themfclves  to  be 
influenced  by  what  had  fallen  from 
gentlemen  on  either  fide  without 
the  Bar.  They  would  no  doubt 
bring  the  matter  in  due  time  before 
the  proprietors,  and  then  he,  as 
well  as  others,  would  attend  and 
give  their  opinions.  The  diredors, 
however,  fhould  not  be  didated  to 
refpeding  the  bringing  forward  of 
the  bufmefs. 

Mr.  Impey  faid,  that  nothing 
more  was  neceflfary  in  his  mind  to 
fhew  the  propriety  of  the  queftion 
afked  by  Mr.  Rock,  than  what  had 
fallen  from  the  noble  lord  :  that 
noble  lord’s  name  had  appeared 
about  fix  months  ago  at  the  head  of  a 
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lift  of  proprietors,  of  whom  he  (Mr. 
Impey)  was  one,  and  who  required 
more  information  on  the  queftion 
of  the  private  trade  before  the  final 
decifion  of  it ;  yet  without  any 
more  information  whatever  being- 
granted,  that  noble  lord  has  made 
up  his  mind,  and  appears  to-day  a 
ftrenuous  advocate  of  the  fyftem  of 
the  diredors :  this  change  of  fend- 
ment  muft,  he  prefumed,  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  fome  private  fources  of 
knowledge  that  were  riot  laid  open 
to  the  proprietors.  He  was  forry 
to  find  that  the  army  with  which 
he  had  the  honour  to  ad  had  been 
deferted  by  their  general ;  but  he 
hoped  at  leaft  his  cafe  would  be 
fimilar  to  that  of  a  famous  general 
(General  Arnold)  in  the  American 
war,  that  he  would  defert  alone, 
and  carry  none  of  his  troops  with 
him.  That  he  (Mr.  Impey)  thought 
the  proprietors  had  reafon  to  com¬ 
plain  in  this  bufmefs,  not  only  that 
information  had  been  withheld  from 
them,  but  that  they  had  been  mif- 
led.  An  hon.  baronet  (Sir  Ste¬ 
phen  Lufhington),  whofe  abfence  he 
feared  was  occafioned  by  indifpo- 
fition,  had  relied  much,  as  an  argu¬ 
ment  for  the  full  confidence  and  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  court  of  proprie¬ 
tors,  on  the  unanimity  of  the  di¬ 
redors.  Another  honourable  di- 
redor  now  prefent,  (Mr,  Thorn¬ 
ton,)  had  dwelt  on  the  fame  topic; 
he  faid  there  might  be  indeed  Jhades 
of  difference ,  but  that  in  the  main 
the  whole  of  the  diredors  were 
unanimous  in  maintaining  the  prin¬ 
ciples  expreffed  in  Mr.  Grant’s  re¬ 
port.  A  few  days  after  Mr.  Im¬ 
pey  heard  the  fame  fubjed  difcuffed 
and  the  fame  topic  urged  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  “What!” 
faid  Mr.  Dundas,  “  do  you  tell  nte 
of  your  unanimity  ?  me  who  have 
read  all  your  written  opinions? 
This  may  do  very  well  for  the  court 
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of  proprietors;  but  /  know  you 
are  not  unanimous ;  I  know  that 
the  higheft  authority  among  you, 
your  chairman,  is  of  an  opinion  di¬ 
ametrically  oppofite  to  that  of  the 
majority;  and  though  that  majo¬ 
rity  agree  in  the  fame  conclufion, 
yet  they  do  it  on  totally  oppolite 
and  incompatible  principles ;  fome 
on  the  principle  of  excluding  pri¬ 
vate  trade  altogether,  fome  on  one 
ground,  fome  on  another  ;  fo  that,  if 
accurately  examined,  this  boafted 
unanimity  amounts  to  nothing.” 
Befides,  Sir,  another  very  impor¬ 
tant  fad  has  happened  fince  the  laft 
general  court,  which  in  my  opinion 
loudly  calls  on  the  diredors  for  in¬ 
formation  to  this  court.  Your  late 
chairman,  whom  all  of  us  mull  re- 
fped  for  his  talents,  information, 
and  induftry,  however  fome  may 
differ  from  him  in  opinion,  has  ac¬ 
tually  been  driven  from  the  chair. 
Why  ?  becaufe  the  diredors  were 
unanimous  ?  or  becaufe  there  were 
only'  {hades  of  difference  between 
them?  No;  but  becaufe  the  differ¬ 
ence  of  opinion  was  entire  and  ir- 
reconcileable.  I  am  fomewhat  cu¬ 
rious  to  hear  how  that  honourable 
diredor  can  explain  his  notions  as 
to  what  are  (hades  of  difference. 
But,  Sir,  fince  our  laft  meeting,  a 
much  more  important  event  has 
taken  place  refpeding  the  India 
Company.  This  quefticn  of  the 
private  trade  has  been  twice  dif- 
culfed  in  parliament :  though  fuf- 
pended  for  fome  time  by  what  is 
called  a  concefflon  on  the  part  of 
the  directors,  that  fufpenfton  is 
but  for  a  (hort  period  ;  and  it  is 
admitted  on  all  hands,  that  unlefs 
the  parties  interefted  can  agree  on 
fome  accommodation  of  their  dif¬ 
ferences,  they  mull  be  finally  arbi¬ 
trated. 

Mr.  Chisholme  faid,  that  there 
was  no  quefticn  before  the  court, 


and  that  the  debate  fhould  not  be 
purfued. 

The  Chairman  faid,  that  he 
did  not  exadly  fee  the  drift  of  the 
queftion  propofed,  and  the  fpeeches 
delivered  on  it.  It  feemed  to  be 
like  filing  a  bill  in  Chancery,  an 
attempt  to  get  out  fomething  one 
way  or  other*  He  faid,  that  the  con- 
dud  of  the  diredors  was  pure,  and 
that  it  would  bear  any  inveftigation. 

Mr.  Durant  again  infilled  on 
an  adjournment. 

Mr.  Henchman  wifhcd  to 
know  what  the  papers  were  that 
would  be  laid  on  the  table  ?  No  an- 
fwer  was  given  ;  but  it  was  under- 
flood  that  the  proceedings  of  the 
court  of  diredors,  on*  the  fuhjed 
of  private  trade,  fince  the  laft  meet¬ 
ing,  fhould  be  laid  on  the  table. 

NEW  COLLEGE  AT  CALCUTTA. 

Lord  Kinnaird  faid,  he  hoped 
he  might  be  indulged  in  a  very 
few  words  on  another  fubjed  of 
very  great  importance  to  the  Com¬ 
pany— a  fubjed  which  involved  a 
heavy  expence,  as  it  was  to  be  on 
a  great  fcale.  The  matter  was 
under  the  confideration  of  the 
court  of  diredors,  and  he  made 
no  doubt,  from  what  he  had  heard, 
that  it  would  be  very  properly  and 
prudently  decided  on,  and  that  they 
would  befupported  by  the  majority 
of  the  proprietors.  He  meant  the 
college  that  was  ereding  at  Cal¬ 
cutta. 

Mr.  Henchman  rcfe,  and  faid, 
the  noble  lord  feemed  alfo  to  have 
had  more  information  on  this  fub¬ 
jed  than  the  reft  of  the  proprietors, 
or  elfe  he  did  not  know  how  he 
could  have  made  up  any  opinion 
refpeding  it.  He  then  noticed, 
with  great  difapprobation,  the  in- 
finuations  and  whifpers  that  were 
circulating  again!!  Marquis  Wel- 
leftey.  Mr.  Henchman  faid,  this 
X  O  2  college, 
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college,  as  well  as  other  things, 
were  made  the  grounds  of  charg¬ 
ing  the  marquis  with  great  extra¬ 
vagance  in  his  adminiftration. — 
Such  a  chara&er  was  not  to  be 
attacked  in  fuch  a  manner ;  the 
Nation'  and  the  Company  would 
recoiled;  the  eminent  fervices  the 
noble  marquis  had  performed,  and 
he  had  no  doubt  they  would  have 
the  gratitude  to  defend  his  cha¬ 


racter  againft  fuch  indired  hodi- 
lity.  If  there  was  any  reafon  to 
be  diffatisficd  with  the  Governor- 
general,  let  it  be  fairly  dated,  and 
he  had  not  a  doubt  but  it  would  be 


properly  anfwered. 

The  Chairman  faid,  that  the 
fubjed  had  been  under  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  court  of  directors ; 
but  as  yet  they  had  come'  to  no 
decifion. 


SUPPLEMENT  to  the  STATE  PAPERS. 

•  '—TOtam- 

PRELIMINARY  ARTICLES  OF  PEACE  BETWEEN  HIS  BRITANNIC 

\ 

MAJESTY  AND  THE  FRENCH  REPUBLIC, 


Signed  at  London,  (in  Engltjh  and  French ,J  the  i Jl  of  Ociober  180.1,  the  Qth  Veil* 

demiaire ,  Tear  10  of  the  French  Republic. 

(Publifhed  by  Authority.) 


His  Majefty  the  King  of  the  united 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  the  Firft  Confulof  the  French  Repub¬ 
lic,  in  the  name  of  the  French  people, 
being  animated  with  an  equal  defire  of 
putting  an  end  to  the  calamities  of  a  de- 
ftruClive  war,  and  of  re-eftablifhing  union 
and  good  underftanding  between  the  two 
countries,  have  named  for  this  purpofe  ; 
namely,  his  Britannic  Majefty,  the  Right 
Hon.  Robert  Banks  Jenkinfon,  commonly 
called  Lord  Hawkefbury,  one  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty’s  mod  honourable  privy 
council,  and  his  principal  fecretary  of 
date  for  foreign  affairs;  and  the  Firff 
Conful  of  the  French  Republic,  in  the 
name  of  the'Trench  people,  Citizen  Lewis 
William  Otto,  commtffary  for  the  ex¬ 
change  of  French  prifoners  in  England  ; 
who,  after  having  duly  communicated  to 
each  other  their  full  powers,  in  good 
form,  have  agreed  on  the  following  pre¬ 
liminary  articles: 

Art.  I.  As  loon  as  the  preliminaries 
fhall  be  figned  and  ratified,  fincerefriend- 
fhip  fhall  be  re-edablifhed  between  his 
B.ritaunic  Majefly  and  the  French  Repub¬ 
lic,  by  fea  and  by  land,  in  all  parts  of  the 
world ;  and  in  order  that  ail  hoftilities 
may  ceafe  immediately  between  the  two 


powers,  and  between  them  and  their  allies 
refpeCtively,  the  ncceffary  indruCiions 
{hall  be  fent  with  the  utrnod  difpatch  to 
the  commanders  of  the  fea  and  land  forces 
of  the  refpe&ive  dates ;  and  each  of  the 
contracting  parties  engages  to  grant  paff- 
ports  and  every  facility  requifite  to  acce¬ 
lerate  the  arrival,  and  enlure  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  thefe  orders.  It  is  further  agreed, 
that  all  conquefts  which  may  have  been 
made  by  either  of  the  contracting  parties 
from  the  other,  or  from  their  refpeCtive 
allies,  fubfequently  to  the  ratification  of 
the  prefent  preliminaries,  fhall  be  confi- 
dered  as  of  no  effeCt,  and  fhall  be  faithful¬ 
ly  comprehended  in  the  reditutions  to  be 
made  after  the  ratification  of  the  defini¬ 
tive  treaty. 

Art.  II.  His  Britannic  Majefty  fhall 
redore  to  the  French  Republic  and  her 
allies,  namely,  to  his  Catholic  Majefty 
and  to  the  Batavian  Republic,  all  the  pof- 
feffions  and  colonies  occupied  or  conquer¬ 
ed  by  the  Englifh  forces  in  the  courfe  of 
the  prefent  war,  with  the  exception  of  the 
ifland  ol  Trinidad,  and  the  Dutch  poffef- 
fions  in  the  ifland  of  Ceylon,  of  which 
ifland  and  poffeffions  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jedy  referves  to  himfelf  the  full  and  entire 
fovereignty. 


Art.  III.  The  po.  tofthe  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  fhall  be  open  to  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  the  two  contracting  parties, 
who  fnall  enjoy  therein  the  fame  advan¬ 
tages. 

Art.  IV.  The  ifland  of  Malta,  with  its 
dependencies,  (hall  he  evacuated  by  the 
troops  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and  re¬ 
ftored  to  the  order  of  St.  John  of  [eru- 
falem.  For  the  purpofe  of  rendering  this 
ifland  completely  independent  of  eitherof 
the  two  contracting  parties,  it  fhall  be 
placed  under  the  guarantee  and  protection 
of  a  third  power,  to  be  Agreed  upon  in  the 
definitive  trearv. 

Art.  V.  Egypt  fhall  be  reftored  to  the 
Sublime  Forte,  whofe  territories  and  pot- 
feflions  fhall  be  preferved  entire,  fuch  as 
the}'  exifled  previoufly  to  the  prefent  war. 

Art.  VI.  The  territories  and  poflefiions 
of  her  mod  Faithful  Majefty  fhall  like- 
wife  be  preferved  entire. 

Art.  VII.  The  French  forces  (hail 
evacuate  the  kingdom  of  Naples  and  the 
Roman  territory.  The  Enghfti  forces 
fhall  in  like  manner  evacuate  Porto  Fer- 
rajo,  and,  generally,  all  the  ports  and 
iflands  which  they  may  occupy  in  the  Me¬ 
diterranean,  or  in  the  Adriatic. 

Art.  ViXJ.  The  Republic  of  the  Seven 
Iflands  fhall  be  acknowledged  by  the 
French  Republic. 

Art.  IX.  The  evacuations,  ceffions, 
and  reftitutions,  flipulated  for  by  the  pre¬ 
fent  preliminary  articles,  fhall  take  place 
in  Europe  within  one  month;  in  the 
continent  and  feas  of  America  and  Afri¬ 
ca,  within  three  months;  and  in  the  con¬ 
tinent  and  feas  of  Afia,  within  fix  months, 
after  the  ratification  of  the  definitive  trea- 

ty- 

Art.  X.  The  prtfoners  made  refpec- 
tively  fhall,  immediately  after  the  ex¬ 
change  of  me  definitive  treaty,  all  be  re¬ 
ftored,  and  without  ranfom,  on  paying  re¬ 
ciprocally  the  debts  which  they  may  have 
individually  contraCled.  Dilcuflions  hav¬ 
ing  arifen  refpeCting  the  payment  for  the 
maintenance  of  prifoners  of  war,  the  con¬ 
tracting  powers  referve  this  queftion  to 
be  fettled  by  the  definitive  treaty,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  law  of  nations,  and  in  confor¬ 
mity  to  eftablifhed  ufage. 

Art.  XI.  In  order  to  prevent  allcaufes 
of  complaint  and  difpute  which  may  arife 
on  account  of  prizes  which  may  be  made 
at  fea  after  the  fignature  of  the  prelimina¬ 
ry  articles,  it  is  reciprocally  agreed,  that 
the  veflels  and  effects  which  may  be  taken 
in  the  Britifh  Channel  and  in  the  North 
Seas,  after  the  fpace  of  twelve  days,  to  be 
computed  from  the  exchange  of  the  rati¬ 
fications  of  the  prefpnt  preliminary  arti¬ 


cles,  fhall  be  reftored  on  each  fide  ;  that 
the  term  fhall  be  one  month  from  the 
Bntifti  Channel  and  the  North  Seas,  as 
far  as  the  Canary  Iflands  inclufively,  whe¬ 
ther  in  the  Ocean  or  in  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean  :  two  months  from  the  laid  Canary 
Iflands  as  far  ns  the  Equator  ;  and,  laftly, 
five  months  in  all  parts  of  the  world, 
without  any  exception,  or  any  more  par¬ 
ticular  defeription  of  time  or  place. 

Art.  XII.  All  fequeft rations  impofed 
by  either  of  the  parties  on  the  funded 
property,  revenues,  or  debts,  of  any  dc- 
feription,  belonging  to  either  of  the  con¬ 
tracting  powers,  or  to  their  fubjeffs  or 
citizens,  fhall  be  taken  off  immediately  * 
after  the  fignature  of  the  definitive  treaty. 
The  decilion  of  all  claims  brought  for¬ 
ward  by  individuals  of  the  one  country 
againfl  individuals  of  the  other,  for  pri¬ 
vate  rights,  debts,  property,  or  effefts 
whatsoever,  which,  according  to  received 
ulages  and  the  law  of  nations  ought  to 
revive  at  the  period  of  peace,  fhall  be  heard 
and  decided  before  the  competent  tribu¬ 
nals;  and  in  all  cafes  prompt  and  ample 
jufhee  fhall  beadminifiered  in  thofe.  coun¬ 
tries  where  the  claims  are  made.  It  is 
agreed,  moreover,  that  this  article,  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  ratification  of  the  defini¬ 
tive  treaty,  fhall  apply  to  the  allies  of  the 
contra&ing  parties,  and  to  the  individuals 
of  the  refpective  nations,  upon  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  a  juft  reciprocity. 

Art.  XIII.  With  refpeft  to  the  fifh- 
eries  on  the  coafts  of  the  ifland  of  New¬ 
foundland,  and  of  the  iflands  adjacent,  and 
in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  the  two 
powers  have  agreed  to  reftore  them  to  the 
fame  footing  on  which  they  were  before 
the  prefent  war,  referving  to  themfelves 
the  power  of  making,  in  the  definitive 
treaty,  fuch  arrangements  as  fhall  appear 
juft  and  reciprocally  ufeful,  in  order  to 
place  the  fiflnng  of  the  two  nations  on  the 
moll  proper  footing  tor  the  maintenance 
of  peace. 

Art.  XIV.  In  all  cafes  of  reftitution 
agreed  upon  by  the  prefent  treaty,  the  for¬ 
tifications  fhall  be  delivered  up  in  the 
ftate  in  which  they  may  be  at  the  time  of 
the  fignature  of  the  prefent  treaty,  and  all 
the  works  which  fhall  have  been  conftruft- 
ed  fence  the  occupation  fhall  remain  un¬ 
touched. 

It  is  further  agreed,  that  in  all  the  cafes 
of  cefiion  flipulated  in  the  prefent  treaty, 
there  (hall  be  allowed  to  the  inhabitants, 
of  whatever  condition  or  nation  they  may 
be,  a  term  of  three  years,  to  be  computed 
from  the  notification  of  the  definitive 
treaty  of  peace,  for  the  purpofe  of  dilpo- 
ling  of  their  properties,  acquired  and  pof- 
;  O  3  felled 
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felled  either  before  or  during  the  prefent 
war ;  in  the  which  term  of  three  years 
they  may  have  the  free  exercife  of  their 
religion  and  enjoyment  of  their  property. 

The  fame  privilege  {hall  be  granted  in 
the  countries  reftored,  to  all  thofe  who 
fhall  have  made  therein  any  eftablifhments 
wbatfoever  during  the  time  when  thofe 
countries  were  in  the  pofteffion  of  Great 
Britain. 

With  refpe£l  to  the  other  inhabitants 
of  the  countries  reftored  or  ceded,  it  is 
agreed,  that  none  of  them  fhall  be  profe- 
cuted,  difturbed,  or  molefted  in  theirper- 
fons  or  properties,  under  any  pretext,  on 
account  of  their  conduct  or  political  opi¬ 
nions,  or  of  their  attachment  to  either  of 
the  two  powers,  nor  on  any  otheraccount, 
except  that  of  debts  contra6led  to  indivi¬ 
duals,  or  on  account  of  afts  pofterior  to 
the  definitive  treaty. 

Art.  XV,  The  prefent  preliminary 


articles  fhall  be  ratified,  and  the  ratifies* 
tions  exchanged  at  London,  in  the  fpace 
of  fifteen  days  for  all  delay  ;  and  immedi¬ 
ately  after  their  ratification,  plenipotenu- 
aries  {hall  be  named  on  each  fide,  who 
fhall  repair  to  Amiens,  for  the  purpofeof 
concluding  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace  in 
concert  with  the  allies  of  the  contra&ing 
parties. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  We  the  under- 
figned,  plenipotentiaries  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  andof  the  Firft  Conful  of  the 
French  Republic,  by  virtue  of  our  refpec- 
tive  full  powers,  have  figned  the  prefent 
preliminary  articles,  and  have  cauied  our 
feals  to  be  put  thereto. 

Done  at  London,  the  ift  day  of  Octo¬ 
ber  1801,  the  qth  Vendemiaire,  year  10 
of  the  French  Republic. 

HAWKESBURY.  OTTCX 
(L.  SJ  (L.  S.j 
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CHARACTERS . 


An  Account  of  the  Life  of  Bajazet. 

[From  the  French  of  D’Herbelot,  never  before  tranflated  into  Englilh.jj 


Bajazet  Ben  Mahommed,  fe- 
cond  of  the  name,  the  fon  of  Mahom¬ 
med  the  fecond,  fultan  of  the  dy- 
nafty  of  the  Othmanides,  or  empe¬ 
rors  of  the  Turks  of  Conftantinople. 
He  was  born  in  the  year  85  0  of  the 
Hejirah,  and  fucceededhis  father  in 
the  year  885,  of  J.  C.  1480,  while 
he  was  on  his  pilgrimage  to  Mec¬ 
ca,  which  prevented  his  arrival  at 
Conftantinople  till  nine  months  af- 
ther  the  death  of  Mahommed  his  fa¬ 
ther.  Corcud,  the  fon  of  Bajazet, 
held  the  reins  of  empire  for  him 
during  his  abfence;  on  this  account 
he  ufed  to  fay  that  he  was  but  in¬ 
truded  with  the  empire,  which  had 
been  depofited  in  his  hands  for  the 
fultan  Corcud  his  fon,  who,  how¬ 
ever,  did  not  fucceed  his  father.  Se¬ 
lim,  a  younger  brother  of  Corcud, 
fucceeded  his  father  Bajazet. 

This  fultan’s  brother,  by  the 
name  of  Gem,  difputed  the  throne 
with  him,  during  the  years  of  the 
Hejirah  886  and  8  87.  This  prince 
was  fupported  by  the  forces  of  the 
^lltan  of  iEgypt,  and  of  the  prince 
of  Caramania :  their  fupport  did 
not  prevent  him  from  being 
twice  defeated,  and  he  would  have 
remained  a  prifonsr  to  the  fultan 
his  brother,  if  Ahmed  Gedik,  who 
commanded  Bajazet’s  army,  had 
not  fpared  him,  and  permitted  him 
to  fave  himfelf  by  flight  into 
iEgypt :  for  this  lenity  Bajazet  put 
Ahmed  to  death,  though  he  was  under 
very  conliderable  obligations  to  him. 

The  prince  Gem,  who  alfo  af- 
fumed  the  title  of  fultan,  hav¬ 


ing  fled  into  JEgypt,  apprehead- 
ing,  with  reafon,  that  the  fultan 
of  the  Mamlucs  would  deliver 
him  up  into  the  hands  of  Bajazet, 
for  fear  of  encountering  his  dif. 
pleafure,  refolved  to  feek  refuge 
from  the  grand  mafter  of  Rhodes : 
but  he  alfo,  from  the  dread  of  the 
arms  of  Bajazet,  fent  him  into  Italy 
to  Pope  Alexander  VI.  who  re¬ 
ceived  him  with  every  mark  of 
diftinftion,  and  lodged  him  in  the 
palace  of  the  Vatican.  Bajazet  had 
no  fooner  heard  of  his  brother’s 
arrival  at  Rome,  than  he  fent  very 
conliderable  fums  of  money  to  the 
Pope  for  his  maintenance  and  efta- 
blilhment,  on  condition  that  he 
fhould  be  kept  a  clofe  prifoner ; 
and  he  afterwards  gave  him  much 
greater  fums  that  he  fhould  difpatch 
him :  but  there  is  no  occafion  to 
enter  into  a  detail  of  this  event, 
which  our  hiftorians  have  fo  copi- 
oufly  related. 

In  the  year  889  Bajazet  made 
himfelf  mafter  of  Carabogdan,  for 
fo  the  Turks  call  Moldavia,  which 
Mathias  Corvin,  king  of  Hun¬ 
gary,  was  unable  to  fuccour  in  fuf- 
ficient  time;  and  he  afterwards  took 
feveral  places  on  the  Black  Sea,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Danube  and  of  the 
Borefthenes,  After  the  conqueft 
of  Moldavia,  the  fultan  returned  to 
Conftantinople,  not  with  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  repoling  himfelf  after  his 
labours,  but  of  going  into  Afia  to 
make  war  on  the  fultan  of  JEgypt, 
who  was  at  that  time  in  poffeffion 
of  Syria,  and  held  fome  places 
J  O  4  even 
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even  In  Natolia :  but  in  this  war 
he  was  not  fortunate,  for  he  was 
twice  defeated  by  the  Mamlucs  in 
the  year  89  0.  This  war  between 
Bajazet  and  the  fultan  of  ASgypt 
was  carried  on  in  Cilicia,  where  the 
towns  of  Tarfe  and  of  Adana  were 
taken  and  retaken  alternately  by 
both  armies  :  but  the  war  was  at 
length  terminated  by  the  peace 
concluded  between  the  two  princes  in 

A 

the  year  of  the  Hcjirah  896.  Tarfe 
and  Adana  were  ceded  to  Bajazet, 
who  in  the  following  year  pretend¬ 
ing  to  direct  his  arms  againit  Hun¬ 
gary,  which  he  was  afraid  to  at¬ 
tack,  turned  them  fuddenly  towards 
Albania.  He  made,  however,  ex- 
curfions  only  into  the  country,  and 
ravaged  it  ;  and  would  have  been 
killed  by  a  Turkifh  dervife,  of  the 
order  of  the  Tortakis  or  Calenders, 
but  for  Elkander  BafTa,  who  pre¬ 
vented  the  affaflin,  by  felling  him  to 
the  ground  by  a  blow  with  his  mace. 

This  happened  in  the  year  of 
the  Hejira h  898,  and  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  year,  Jacoub  Baeha,  of  Boffine, 
affembled  a  body  of  troops,  and  de¬ 
feated  a  very  confiderable  array  of 
Hungarians,  pretending  as  an  ex- 
cufe  for  this  infraction  of  peace,  the 
fupport  that  he  meaned  to  lend  to 
Frenk  Pani,  or  Frangipani,  who  had 
revolted  againit  king  Ladiltas,  the 
fucceffor  of  Mathias  Corvin. 

In  the  year  9 05,  Bajazet,  after 
having  repofed  for  fome  years, 
made  g-reat  preparations,  both  by 
fea  and  land,  to  make  war  on  the 
Venetians ;  and  while  they  were 
fpoiling  Lewis  Sforza,  called  the 
Moor  of  the  duchy  of  Milan,  he 
took  from  them  the  towns  of  Ain- 
bacte  or  Lepante,  and  made  him. 
felf  matter,  in  the  following  year, 
of  thofe  of  Corou  and  of  Modou, 
in  the  Morea  ;  fo  that  the  Vene¬ 
tians,  who  tried  in  vain,  in  the 
fame  year,  to  take  the  fortrefs  of 
Mctclin^  were  obliged  to  buy  their 


peace  with  Bajazet  on  very  high 
terms,  in  the  year  of  the  Hejirah 
907,  and  of  J.  C.  1501. 

After  this  war  Bajazet  began  to 
feel  the  evils  which  were  the  effect; 
of  great  fatigue,  and  perhaps  of  the 
licentioufnefs  of  his  life  ;  the  gout 
attacked  him,  and  prevented  him 
from  mounting  his  horfe  ;  and  the 
bleffings  of  peace  were  enjoyed  for 
a  confiderable  time  by  his  fubjefts 
and  his  neighbours :  but  towards 
the  year  915  their  tranquillity  was 
interrupted  by  a  perfon  of  the  name 
of  Shah  Culi,  foil  of  Hapan  Schetif, 
of  the  fed  of  Ali,  and  in  courfe  a 
partifan  of  Ifmael  Soli,  king  of  Per- 
fia,  a  declared  enemy  of  the  Turks. 

This  man  lived  amongft  the 
Turks  in  Natolia,  and  in  great  re¬ 
putation  for  the  fan&ity  of  his  life, 
Bajazet,  who  was  ignorant  of  his 
fecit  and  his  profeffion,  was  deceived 
by  him,  like  other  people,  for  he 
ufed  to  fend  him  feven  thoufand 
afpres  yearly  out  of  charily.  This 
impoftor  iflued  fuddenly  from  his 
cave,  wherein  he  had  fhut  himfelf 
up  during  five  or  fix  years,  and  put 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  all  thofe  of 
his  feci  who  had  lived  concealed  in 
the  different  provinces  of  the  Ot¬ 
toman  empire.  Thefe  perfons,  when 
embodied  by  his  orders,  compofed 
in  a  floor t  time  an  army  capable  of 
making  a  Hand  againft  the  princi¬ 
pal  officers  of  Bajazet.  The  fultan, 
impatient  to  terminate  this  revolt, 
and  angry  that  the  rebel  fhould  re¬ 
main  fo  long  unpunifhed,  ordered 
Ali  Baeha  to  go  into  Natolia,  and 
to  bring  to  him  the  impoftor  either 
dead  or  alive  ;  and  that  he  himfelf 
fhould  be  flayed  alive  as  the  for¬ 
feiture  of  the  non-performance  of 
his  command. 

Adi,  by  great  exertion,  foon  en¬ 
countered  with  Shah  Culi  ;  but 
having  only  a  fmall  number  of 
troops,  and  defirous  of  giving  him 
battle,  notwithllanding  bis  difparity 
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of  force ,  be  loft  his  life.  He  had 
puftied  his  enemy,  however,’  with 
fo  much  vigour,  as  to  oblige  him 
always  to  retreat  ;  fo  that  after 
having  for  a  long  time  employed 
the  forces  of  Bajazet  in  Natolia, 
and  after  having  beaten  his  generals 
in  feveral  engagements,  he  was 
obliged  to  abandon  the  Ottoman 
provinces,  and  to  withdraw  him- 
felf  with  his  plunder  into  Perfia. 
Shah  Culi  had  no  fooner  arrived 
there,  than  he  waited  on  Shah 
Ilmael,  to  whom  he  did  not  fail  to 
enumerate  the  fer vices  which  he 
had  rendered  both  to  himfelf  and  to 
his  feet. 

In  the  year  of  the  Hejirah  917, 
Selim,  a  younger  fon  of  Bajazet, 
who  held  the  government  of  Tara- 
bozan  or  Tribizonde,  and  who  re- 
fided  there  by  the  order  of  the  ful- 
tan  his  father,  left  it  without  leave, 
and  went  to  CafFa,  the  capital  of 
thp  Cherfonefus  Taurica,  where  he 
married  the  daughter  of  the  Khan 
of  Little  Tartary.  Having  ac¬ 
quired  additional  power  by  this  al¬ 
liance,  and  after  having  gained  by 
prefents  the  friendfhip  of  the  Janif- 
faries,  particularly  of  thofe  who 
are  fituated  in  Moldavia,  he  re- 
folved  to  put  himfelf  at  their  head, 
and  to  march  di  redly  to  Conftan- 
tinople.  He  pretended  that  his 
journey  was  defignea  to  pay  his  re- 
fpeds  to  his  father ;  and  that  the 
laws  of  religion  and  of  the  ftate 
obliged  him  to  the  performance  of 
this  duty  every  three  or  four  years. 

As  his  defign,  however,  was  to 
befiege  the  crown,  which  he  ap¬ 
prehended  his  father  would  leave  to 
Ahmed  his  elder  brother,  the  fultan 
was  aware  of  it,  and  affimilating 
the  motions  of  his  fon  more  to  the 
march  of  war  than  to  a  journey  of 
civility,  fent  feveral  baciias  to  dif- 
fuade  him  from  advancing,  and  to 
acquaint  him  that  he  difpenfed  with 


thofe  laws,  which  he  had  alledged 
as  the  only  caufe  of  his’ motion, 
and  which  obliged  him  to  kifs  his 
hand.  But  the  young  prince  (hew¬ 
ing  no  deference  to  the  orders  of 
his  father,  nor  to  the  advice  of  the 
bachas,  continued  his  journey  to¬ 
wards  Andrinople. 

This  march  alarmed  Bajazet  fo 
much  that,  though  wafted  by  in¬ 
firmity,  he  ordered  himfelf  to  be 
carried  in  a  chair  at  the  head  of 
his  army,  and  marched  his  army 
to  meet  his  fon.  He  met  him  at 
Zorle,  gave  him  battle,  and  con¬ 
quered  him  without  difficulty  ;  the 
prince  was  obliged  to  abandon  his 
troops  and  his  baggage,  to  embark 
on  the  Black  Sea,  and  to  regain 
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the  city  of  CafFa  as  fpeedily  as  pof- 
fible. 

Ahmed,  another  fon  of  Bajazet, 
who  refided  at  the  city  of  Amalia, 
the  feat  of  his  government,  hearing 
of  the  motions  of  his  brother  Selim, 
alfo  drew  near  to  Conftantinople, 
and  encamped  at  Ifcodar  or  Scutari ; 
and,  on  another  fide,  Corcud,  the 
deleft  of  the  fons  of  Bajazet,  and 
who  had  his  government  in  Natolia, 
did  not  remain  an  indifferent  fpec- 
tator  of  his  younger  brother’s  dif- 
pute  for  the  crown  :  but  Ahmed, 
who  had  more  money  and  a  fuperior 
force,  foon  obliged  him  to  fly  into 
Europe,  and  to  take  refuge  at  Ga- 
lipoli,  which  place  he  foon  left  by 
the  permiffion  of  his  father,  and  re¬ 
turned  to  Conftantinople. 

In  the  year  9 18,  Selim  again 
left  Caffa,  and  arrived  at  Romelie 
without  having  encountered  any 
impediment.  The  Janiffaries,  who 
were  drawn  into  his  intereft,  ac¬ 
quainted  him  that,  if  he  would 
come  to  Conftantinople,  they  would 
proclaim  him  emperor,  and  oblige 
Bajazet  his  father  to  vacate  the 
feat  of  empire.  They  fulfilled  their 
promife :  for  as  foon  as  Selim  was 

near 
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near  the  city,  they  lent  deputies  to 
Bajazet,  to  represent  to  him  that 
his  infirmities  prevented  him  from 
marching  at  their  head  to  wage 
war  with  the  infidels ;  that  it  was 
reafonable  his  fon  Selim  ftiould  fup- 
ply  his  place ;  that  he  was  a  prince 
of  undoubted  courage,  who  would 
enable  them  to  accomplifh  fatisfac- 
torily  the  obligations  which  their 
laws  impofed  on  them,  of  extend¬ 
ing  the  religion  of  Mahommed  to  the 
utmoft  of  their  ability.  To  their 
reprefentations  they  added  threats ; 
they  told  him  that  they  would  not  en¬ 
danger  his  life,  but  that  they  would 
tear  him  by  his  clothes  from  his 
throne  with  the  hooks  of  their 
javelins,  if  he  .would  not  abdicate 
it  in  favour  of  Selim. 

While  this  remonftrance  was 
palfing  in  the  feraglio,  Selim  ar¬ 
rived,  and  encamped  before  Con- 
ftantinople,  in  a  field  called  Jeni 
Bakgio,  i .  e .  the  new  garden, 
where  his  brother  Corcud  went  out 
to  meet  him.  The  two  princes 
faluted  each  other  apparently  with 
great  affedlion,  and  Ihook  hands 
without  difmounting  from  their 
horfes,  and  without  engaging  in 
converfation ;  after  the  ceremony 
Corchd  returned  to  Conftantinople, 
and  Selim  remained  at  camp. 

After  having  heard  the  harangue, 
and  the  refolution  of  the  Janiffaries, 
Bajazet  deliberated  for  fome  time 
on  his  future  conduct ;  the  night 
put  an  end  to  his  deliberations,  and 
in  the  morning  following  he  fent 
the  coffers  of  the  empire  to  Selim, 
and  ordered  all  the  viziers  and 
bafhaws  to  go  and  hail  him  em¬ 
peror.  He  afked  of  his  fon  a  delay 
of  twenty  days  only  before  he 
fhould  furrender  his  feraglio  to 
him,  promifing  him  that,  after  their 
expiration,  he  would  retire  to  Du- 
notuk,  which  is  the  antient  Didy- 
motichon,  a  city  fituated  on  the 
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Hebrus,  between  Conftantinople  arid 
Andrinople,  the  place  of  his  birth  ; 
and  he  added,  that  in  that  retreat 
he  would  not  engage  himfelf  in  any 
bufinefs  of  a  public  nature. 

Selim,  on  having  heard  his 
father's  refolution,  waited  on  him 
to  kifs  his  hand.  Bajazet  wilhed 
him  to  afeend  the  throne,  but  he 
excufed  himfelf,  faying,  that  he 
came  only  to  pay  his  refpedis  to 
him,  and  after  having  done  fo,  that 
he  meaned  to  withdraw  to  obey  him 
in  every  thing  and  at  all  times : 
Bajazet  replied,  No,  my  fon,  I 
will  not  permit  you  to  retire  ;  I  put 
my  empire  into  your  hands  with 
all  my  heart ;  I  recommend  to  you 
only  to  fpar$  the  blood  of  the  in¬ 
nocent." 

Selim,  having  promifed  Bajazet 
to  comply  with  his  wifhes,  retired 
to  his  camp  in  the  new  garden, 
when,  having  affembled  his  whole 
army,  the  oath  of  fidelity  was  fworn 
to  him,  and  he  gave  the  firft  proofs 
of  his  fovereignty  by  ordering  a 
Janiffary  to  be  hung  in  his  prefence 
who  wore  a  gilded  cap,  and  another 
foldier  to  be  decapitated  who  had 
defer ved  execution.  Corcud  had 
no  fooner  heard  of  the  proclamation 
of  his  brother  Seliai,  than  he  em¬ 
barked  on  a  galley,  and  returned  to 
Manipa  or  Magnefia,  the  feat  of  his 
government  in  Natolia. 

A  fhort  time  after,  Bajazet  left 
Conftantinople  in  a  car,  and  Selim 
accompanied  him  on  horfeback  as 
far  as  the  gate  of  Andrinople  ;  he 
received  various  inftru&ions  from 
his  father  during  the  journey.  It 
is  reported  that,  in  this  conven¬ 
tion,  Selim  folicited  Bajazet  very 
anxioufly  to  remain  in  his  feraglio 
at  Conftantinople  ;  but  that  B'aja- 
zet  replied,  “  that  two  fwords 
would  not  enter  into  the  fame  fcab- 
bard."  When  they  parted  Ba¬ 
jazet  purfued  his  journey,  and  died 
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before  he  reached  the  place  of  his 
retreat. 

Selim  is  accufed  of  having  poi- 
foned  him  through  his  phyfician, 
who  he  afterwards  put  to  death  to 
avoid  difcovery.  It  is  alfo  re¬ 
ported  that  he  was  poifoned  in  the 
water  of  his  bath,  which  he  ufed 
according  to  the  cuftoms  of  the  Ma- 
hommedans.  He  reigned  thirty- 
two  years,  and  his  forced  abdica¬ 
tion  happened  in  the  year  of  the 
Hejirah  9 18,  of  J.  C.  1512;  fo 
that  being  born  in  the  year  850, 
he  died  in  the  69th  year  of  his  age. 
He  was  fo  fuperftitioufly  attached 
to  his  religion,  that  he  ordered  the 
dull:  to  be  kept  which  was  collected 
from  his  clothes  and  his  feet  during 
the  courfe  of  his  military  expedi¬ 
tions  againft  the  enemies  of  his  re¬ 
ligion,  in  order  that  it  might  be 
hardened,  and  made  into  a  brick 
to  be  put  into  his  coffin,  on  the 


belief  that  it  would  be  of  expiatory 
merit  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  a 
motive  to  divine  juftice  for  the  re- 
million  of  his  fins. 

He  was  magnificent  in  his  ex¬ 
penditure  on  mofques,  on  colleges, 
and  hofpitals  ;  and  having  culti¬ 
vated  the  arts,  he  was  liberal  to 
men  of  letters,  and  particularly  to 
thofe  arts  and  to  thofe  men  who 
had  any  reference  in  the  Mahomme- 
dan  religion.  There  are  fome  verfes 
extant  by  Bajazet. 

The  origin  of  Bajazet’s  fuper. 
ftition  refpefting  the  brick  which 
was  to  be  put  into  his  coffin,  is 
founded  on  a  tradition  of  Mahoiru 
med,  which  fays,  that  all  thofe 
who  fhall  be  laden  with  dull:,  Jl 
Jebel  allah ,  in  the  fervice  of  God, 
fhall  be  exempt  from  the  flames  of 
hell.  The  interpretation  of  the 
fervice  of  God,  according  to  the 
Turks,  is  the  war  on  the  infidels. 


An  Account  of  the  Life  of  the  Emperor  Shahrokh. 

[From  the  fame.] 


Shahrokh  Behadir  and  Shah¬ 
rokh  Mirza,  the  fourth  fon  of  Ta¬ 
merlane,  was  called  Shahrokh,  in 
confequence  of  his  father  having 
received  the  news  of  the  birth  of 
this  prince  while  he  was  playing  at 
chefs,  and  that  he  was  making  that 
move  which  the  Perfians  call  Shah¬ 
rokh,  which  is  done  by  giving 
check  to  the  king  with  the  caftle. 

On  this  account  he  gave  the  name 
of  Shahrokhiah  to  the  city  that 
Mahommed  Ben  Jehangeer,  his 
grandfon,  caufed  to  be  built  by  his 
order  on  the  river  Khogend,  which 
the  Arabs  call  Sihon,  and  the  an¬ 
cients  named  Ixiartes. 

Shahrokh  fucceeded  his  father 
Tamerlane  in  the  807th  year  of  the 


Hejirah,  and  made  war  during  the 
whole  of  his  life  almoft  on  Cara 
Joufouf,  prince  of  Turcomania,  of 
the  black  fheep  dynafty,  and  on 
his  two  children,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  feventy-one  years,  or  there 
about,  in  the  city  of  Rhel,  afttr 
having  reigned  forty-three  years. 

This  prince  was  not  lefs  cele¬ 
brated  for  his  juftice,  for  his  piety, 
and  for  his  liberality,  than  for  his 
courage  and  other  military  talents. 
For  after  having  defeated  Cara 
Joufouf  in  three  different  battles, 
he  fought  and  conquered  again  Je- 
han  Shah  and  Efkander,  his  children, 
after  the  death  of  their  father. 
Some  time  after,  however,  he  re- 
Itored  to  Jehan  Shah  the  province 
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of  Adherbiglan,  made  him  tribu¬ 
tary,  and  left  Eikander  a  fugitive 
and  a  wanderer  from  province  to 
province. 

In  the  8  1  8  th  year  of  the  He ji rah, 
he  rebuilt  the  fort  refs  or  caftle  of 
the  city  of  Herat,  called  Khtiared- 
din,  which  his  father  had  formerly 
deftroyed,  and  employed  7000  men 
to  finifh  the  works,  and  paid 
them  from  bis  own  treafure.  He 
aifo  rebuilt  not  only  the  walls  of 
the  city  of  Herat,  but  thofe  of  the 
city  of  Merou,  which  never  had 
been  rebuilt  fince  they  had  been  laid 
in  ruins  by  the  irruptions  of  Zen- 
gis  Khan. 

The  eldeft  fon  of  Shahrokh  was 
Ulug  Beg,  who  had  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Mawaralnahar,  or  province 
of  Tranfoxane,  with  the  Turquef- 
tan. 

The  fecond  was  Aboul  Feth  Ibra¬ 
him,  who  governed  Perfia  in  the 
life-time  of  his  father,  for  twenty 
years,  and  died  twelve  years  before 
Bis  father,  in  the  year  838.  This 
prince  left  many  works  in  the  city 
of  Schiraz,  which  have  preferved 
the  memory  of  him;  and  among 
them  a  celebrated  madraiTah,  or 
college,  known  by  the  name  of 
Dar  Alfafa,  the  houfe  of  joy  and 
of  pleafure.  Of  this  prince  there 
are  many  little  poems  and  infcrip- 
tions  extant ;  and  it  was  to  him 
that  Scharf-ed-din  AH  Jezdi,  who  is 
reputed  to  be  the  molt  eloquent  of 
the  hiftorjans  of  Perfia,  dedicated 
his  book,  in  titled  Dhafer,  or  Zha- 
fer  Nameh,  the  book  of  vineries, 
or  hiftory  of  Tamerlane,  which 
was  written  by  Tamerlane’s  defire, 
in  the  year  of  the  Hejirah  8f28. 

The  third  fon  of  Shahrokh  was 
called  Mirza  Baifanker  or  Baifan- 
gor,  who  died  alfo  in  the  .life-time 
of  his  father,  in  the  year  . of  the 
Hejirah  83 7,  one  year  before  the 
death  of  his  brother  Ibrahim,  This 


prince  left  three  children,  A’lal- 
doulat,  fultan  Mahommed  Mirza, 
father  of  Jadighiar,  and  Mirza  Ba- 
bor  Aboul  Calfem,  who  mud  be 
miftaken  for  another  Babor,  the 
fon  of  Omar  Sche'ik,  and  the  grand- 
fon  of  Aboufai'd.  All  thefe  princes 
reigned  feparately  or  conjointly, 
and  made  dreadful  war  on  each 
other. 

The  fourth  fon  of  Shahrokh  was 
Soiourgaanixch,  who  was  empow¬ 
ered  by  his  father  to  command  the 
country  of  Gaznah  and  in  India. 
This  prince  died  in  the  year  of  the 
Hejirah  830,  before  his  other  two 
brothers,  during  the  life  and  reign 
of  Shahrokh  his  father. 

The  fifth  and  la  ft  fon  of  Shahrokh 
of  whom  hiftorlans  make  mention, 
was  Mirza  Mahommed  Gionki, 
who  died  in  the  year  of  the  Hejirah 
84  8,  two  years  before  his  father. 

We  may  obferve  here  that  Mirza 
Khalib  Sultan,  the  fon  of  Miran 
Shah,  the  third  fon  of  Tamerlane, 
who  followed  his  anceftor  in  his 
expedition  to  Katha'i,  and  who  was 
prefent  at  his  death,  arrived,  in  the 
year  of  the  Hejirah  807*  in  the  city 
of  Otrar,  feized  on  the  provinces 
of  Tranfoxanes  and  Turqueftan; 
and  that  Shahrokh,  his  uncle,  con¬ 
firmed  him  in  the  pofifefficn  of  them. 
It  happened,  however,  that  one  of 
the  lords  of  his  court,  by  the  name 
of  Houffam  Khoudadaud,  revolted 
four  years  after,  feized  on  the  per- 
fon  of  the  prince,  kept  him  pri- 
foner,  and  invited  the  king  of  Mo¬ 
gul,  called  Shama-Jehan,  to  take 
poffeflion  of  his  eftates.  But  this 
prince  punched  the  traitor  for  his 
defe&ion,  and  fent  his  head  to  the 
fultan  Shahrokh. 

Immediately  after  this  execution, 
Shahrokh  arrived  at  Mawaralnahar, 
and  received  the  homage  of  Khalib, 
who  had  recovered  his  liberty, 
tie  treated  him  with  diftimftion, 

and 
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and  gave  him  the  provinces  of 
Irac  Perfia  and  of  Adherbigian, 
in  exchange  for  the  provinces  of 
Tranfoxanes,  of  which  he  in  veiled 
Ulug  Beg,  his  eldell  fon,  with  the 
command. 

The  hiilorv  of  Shahrokh  is  fo 

j 

replete  with  great  events  and  bril¬ 
liant  exploits,  that  the  book,  in- 
titled  Mathla  Alladein,  mull  be 
confulted,  which  was  eompofed  by 
Abdalruzzak  Ben  Gelafeddin  Ilhak 
al  Samarkandi,  who  died  in  the 
year  of  the  Hejirah  880,  and  which 
is  a  complete  hiftory  of  the  life  of 
this  prince  and  of  his  children,  up 
to  the  year  87 5,  the  beginning  of 


the  reign  of  the  Sultan  HomTaia 
Mirza,  fon  of  Mirza  Manfour, 
fon  of  Mirza  Baikra,  fon  of  Mirza 
Omar  Scheik,  fon  of  Tamerlane. 
We  may  hope  to  have  this  hiftory 
tranflated  by  Mr.  Gailand. 

The  literal  tranllation  of  the 
title  of  this  hiftory  means  the  af- 
cendant  or  horofcope  of  the  two 
happy  planets,  Jupiter  arid  Venus  ; 
the  author,  alluding  to  the  furname 
of  Abou  Said,  happy,  which  Shah¬ 
rokh  bore,  and  to  the  title  of 
Saheb  Keran,  mailer  and  ruler  of 
the  conjunctions,  which  was  here¬ 
ditary  in  the  family  of  Shahrokh. 


A  CHARACTER  of  the  GEORGIAN  and  CIRCASSIAN  WOMEN. 
[From  the  Travels  of  G.  A.  Olivier  in  Turkey,  Egypt,  and  Perfia.] 


Throughout  the  Eaft,  much  is 
faid  in  praife  of  the  beauty  of  the 
Georgian  and  Circaffian  women, 
flaves  brought  fo  Conftantinople, 
and  there  fold  while  young,  and 
thence  fcattered  all  over  Turkey, 
in  order  to  ferve  in  the  harems,  or 
produce  children  to  their  mailers. 
Thefe  women,  from  the  account 
which  has  been  given  us  of  them  by 
the  female  Chriftians  of  the  country 
who  frequent  them,  and  from  the 
fmall  number  of  thofe  whom  the 
practice  of  phyfic  has  afforded  us  an 
opportunity  to  fee,  have  European 
features  :  almoft  all  are  fair,  with 
dark  hair ;  all  arc  finely  propor¬ 
tioned  when  they  are  young,  but 
they  generally  acquire,  through  re- 
pofe,  good  living,  and  the  fre¬ 
quent  ule  of  baths,  an  en  bon  poitit 
which  conftitutes  the  delight  of  the 
Turks,  and  which,  neverthelefs, 
exceeds  the  limits  of  beautiful  pro¬ 
portion. 

The  Turks  have  nearly  the  fame 
ideas  of  the  beauty  of  women  as  the 


Europeans,  except  that,  in  general, 
they  prefer  the  fair  with  dark  hair, 
and  thofe  with  light  brown,  to  the 
flaxen  ;  and  exceflive  en  bon  point 
to  thinnefs  :  it  may  even  be  faid 
that  women  in  good  health,  and 
plump,  pleafe  them  much  better  than 
thofe  whofe  fhape  is  {lender,  whofe 
perfon  and  limbs  are  pliant,  and  not 
very  flelhy. 

One  ruuft  not  be  furprifed  that 
thefe  women  are  in  general  very 
well  made,  fince  they  are  the 
choice  of  all  that  is  moil  beautiful 
among  thofe  that  are  fold  in  the 
Turkifh  markets,  by  the  parents 
theinfelves.  But  what  mull  excite 
aftonifhment  is,  that  avarice  fhould 
overcome  religious  prejudices  ;  that 
father  and  mother,  at  the  fight  of 
gold,  fhould  Ihut  their  hearts  to 
tendernefs,  and  to  the  fweetefl  af¬ 
fections  ;  that  they  fhould  aban¬ 
don  and  give  up  without  rsmorfe  a 
child,  to  be  brought  up  in  a  diffe¬ 
rent  religion,  and  ferve  for  the 
pleafures  of  whoever  will  purchafe 

her. 
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her.  And  the  Chriftian  priefls  in 
that  country  endure  and  permit  this 
infamous  traffic  for  a  few  prayers 
and  fome  alms :  fo  true  it  is,  ac¬ 
cording  to  them,  that  there  is  a 
way  of  accommodating  matters  with 
heaven. 

The  price  of  thefe  flaves,  in  the 
markets  of  Conftantinople,  varies 
like  that  of  all  merchandize,  and  is 
regulated  according  to  their  num¬ 
ber  and  that  of  the  purchafers. 
They  commonly  coft  from  500  to 
1000  piaftres,  that  is,  from  1000 
to  2000  livres  ;  but  a  female  Have 
of  a  rare  beauty  amounts  to  an  ex- 
ceffive  price,  without  there  being  a 
neceffity  of  expofmg  her  to  fale,  be- 
caufe  moft  of  the  rich  men  are  al¬ 
ways  ready  to  make  pecuniary  fa- 
crifices  in  order  to  procure  fuch  for 
themfelves.  The  men  in  place,  and 
the  ambitious,  are  likewife  eager  to 
purchafe  them,  in  order  to  lay  them 
at  the  feet  of  their  fovereign,  or 
prefent  them  to  their  protestors, 
and  place  about  them  women,  who, 
being  indebted  to  them  for  their 
elevation,  may  endeavour,  through 
gratitude,  to  contribute  to  that  of 
their  former  mailers. 

In  no  cafe  does  a  female  Have 
{hew  herfelf  naked  to  him  who 
wilhes  to  purchafe  her ;  this  is  con¬ 
trary  to  Ottoman  decorum  and 
manners :  but  when  the  is  marriage- 
able,  it  frequently  happens  that  the 
purchafer  fends  a  matron  of  his  ac¬ 
quaintance  to  examine  her,  and 
afcertain  whether  fhe  be  a  virgin. 

The  prejudices  of  Europe,  in  re¬ 
gard  to  birth,  not  being  known  in 
the  Levant,  moll  of  the  Turks 
marry,  without  difficulty,  their 
(laves,  or  give  them  in  marriage  to 
their  fons.  In  like  manner  they 
give,  without  repugnance,  their 
daughters  in  marriage  to  the  male 
flaves  with  whom  they  are  pleafed  ; 
they  grant  them  their  freedom,  and 


procure  them  commiffions,  employ* 
ments,  or  give  them  money  to  tin* 
dertake  a  trade,  of  exercife  a  pro- 
feffion. 

The  traffic  for  {laves  was  for¬ 
bidden  to  the  Jews  and  Chriftians 
who  inhabit  Turkey.  No  one  is 
fuffered  to  enter  the  bazar  where 
women  are  expofed  to  fale  but 
Muffulmans.  Europeans  cannot  be 
introduced  there  without  a  firmaun 
of  the  fultaun,  which  is  granted 
only  to  the  ambaffadors  and  agents 
of  foreign  powers,  when  they  are 
on  the  eve  of  quitting  the  Ottoman 
empire.  A  few  days  before  our 
departure,  we  with  pleafure  availed 
ourfelves  of  the  firmaun  which  Citi¬ 
zen  Carra  Saint  Cyr  obtained,  in 
order  to  fatisfy  our  curiofity  in  that 
refpedt.  In  company  with  him, 
we  faw  the  monuments  efcaped 
from  barbarifm,  time,  and  fire,  the 
principal]  mofques,  the  madhoufes, 
the  menagerie,  and  the  market  for 
female  Haves ;  but  whether  the 
traders,  apprized  of  our  arrival, 
had  made  them  retire,  or  whether 
this  was  not  the  feafon  when  they 
2re  moft  numerous,  we  found  few 
flaves  in  the  bazar,  and  among 
thofe  that  we  faw  the  greater  part 
were  veiled  and  fhut  up  in  their 
rooms  j  fo  that  we  could  not  fee 
them  but  for  a  moment  through  a 
window,  which  was  by  the  fide  of 
the  door. 

We  Hopped  to  contemplate  three 
of  rhem,  who  ftruck  us  by  their 
beauty  and  the  tears  which  they 
filed.  They  were  tall,  well  made, 
and  fcarcely  fifteen  years  of  age  ; 
one  of  them,  with  her  head  and 
left  arm  refting  againft  the  wall, 
vented  fobs  which  wrung  us  to  the 
heart.  Nothing  could  divert  her 
from  her  profound  grief :  her  com¬ 
panions,  leaning  the  one  againft  the 
other,  were  holding  each  other  by 
the  hand  while  we  fur v eyed  them. 

They 
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They  eaft  on  us  looks  which,  douht- 
lefs,  exprefled  their  regret  at  having 
loft  their  liberty,  at  being  torn 
from  the  arms  of  a  too  cruel  father 
and  mother,  at  having  been  fepa- 
rated,  perhaps,  from  thofe  with 
whom  love  and  hymen  were  to 
unite  their  fate. 

The  traders,  fwayed  with  ridi¬ 
culous  prejudices,  fear  the  mif- 
chievous  looks  of  Chriftians  and 
Europeans  :  a  woman  cannot  be 
feen  by  them  without  being  depre¬ 
ciated,  without  running  the  rifk  of 
being  affefted  by  their  malignant 
influence.  Befides,  thefe  female 
Haves,  ftill  Chriftians,  may,  ac¬ 
cording  to  thefe  traders,  fall  fud- 
denly  in  love  with  a  man  of  their 
own  religion,  and  attempt  to  make 
their  efcape.  1'hey  likewife  fear 
that  the  too  great  affliction  into 
which  the  flaves  are  plunged,  by 
every  thing  that  recalls  to  their 
mind  recollections  extremely  dear, 
may  occafion  them  to  fall  flck,  or 
bring  on  a  melancholy  that  may 
affeCt  their  health. 

The  building  has  nothing  re¬ 
markable,  and  does  not  correfpond 
with  the  beauty  of  the  caravanfaries, 
which  it  refembles  in  point  of  form 
and  conftruCtion,  nor  to  that  of  moft 
of  the  bazars  of  the  capital.  You 
fee  a  fuite  of  fmall  naked  chambers, 
which  receive  the  light  only  by  a 
door  and  a  little  grated  window, 
placed  on  one  lide.  It  is  into  one 
of  thefe  rooms  that  the  unfortunate 
creatures  who  belong  to  the  fame 
trader  are  crowded  :  there  it  is  that 
each  waits  till  fate  throws  her  into 
the  hands  of  a  man,  young  or  old, 
robuft  or  inflrm,  mild  or  palflonate, 
good  or  bad,  in  order  that  llie  may 
become  his  wife  or  his  concubine, 
or  wait  on  the  women  of  his 
harem. 

The  negrefles  whom  commerce 
draws  annually  from  Ethiopia  or 


Nubia  are  brought  up,  as  well  as 
the  white  female  flaves,  in  the  re¬ 
ligion  of  Mahomet,  and  treated 
with  the  fame  kindnefs  as  the 
others ;  but  being  more  particularly 
intended  for  the  fervice  of  the  ha¬ 
rems,  it  feldom  happens  that  they 
{hare  the  bed  of  their  mafter.  After 
a  few  years  fervice',  the  greater 
part  of  them  are  married  to  white 
flaves.  Being  both  at  liberty,  to 
the  hulband  is  given  wherewith  to 
fet  up  a  little  fhop,  or  exercife  a 
profeflion,  which  may  provide  for 
their  maintenance.  Frequently 
they  are  kept  in  the  houfe  without 
being  liberated ;  the  wife  ferves,  in 
cafe  of  neceflity,  as  a  wet  nurfe  to 
the  children  of  her  miftrefs,  and 
continues  in  the  fervice  of  the  ha-, 
rem  :  the  hulband  remains  about  the 
perfon  of  his  mafter,  and  performs 
the  fame  fervice  as  before  ;  he  fol¬ 
lows  him  in  his  walks,  in  his  ex¬ 
peditions,  and  in  the  journies 
which  his  trade  renders  neceflary. 

In  the  Eaft,  the  women  have  not 
yet  fufpeCted  that  the  method  to 
preferve  longer  their  bloom,  and 
enjoy,  without  interruption,  the 
fafeinating  pleafures  of  fociety,  was 
to  draw  themfelves  from  duties  the 
moft  facred,  by  delivering  into  the 
hands  of  a  hireling  the  precious 
pledges  ot  their  marriage.  They  find 
the  carefles  of  the  infant  that  they 
nourifh  with  their  milk  far  more 
fvveet,  far  more  agreeable,  than  the 
fmiles  of  a  perfidious  and  corrupt 
world.  If  their  mode  of  life  is  more 
Ample,  lefs  tumultuous,  if  their  plea¬ 
fures  are  lefs  lively,  lefs  ftriking, they 
are  amply  indemnified  by  the  calm 
of  the  fenfes,  by  the  peace  of  mind, 
by  the  health  they  preferve,  and 
by  that  which  they  tranfmit  to 
their  children.  In  the  Eaft,  they 
are  fcarcely  acquainted  with  that 
multitude  of  diforders  occafioned  by 
the  difperfion  of  milk,  thofe  laffe- 
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ous  indurations  and  fecretions 
which  affiift  fo  many  European  wo¬ 
men,  and  carry  them  off  in  the 
Sower  cf  their  age. 

If,  through  any  extraordinary 
caufe,  a  woman  lofe  her  milk,  and 
find  herfelf  obliged  to  have  recourfe 
to  a  ftrange  nurfe,  fhe  receives  her 
into  her  houfe,  and  caufes  her  to  be 
treated  in  the  fame  refpeft,  and  the 
fame  attention,  that  lhe  herfelf  re¬ 
ceives.  Whether  Mufiulman  or 
Chriftian,  it  depends  on  this  fofler- 
mother  no  longer  to  abandon  the 
infant  that  the  has  fed  with  her 
milk,  to  continue  towards  it  her 
maternal  care,  and  to  receive  all 
her  life,  from  it  or  from  its  pa¬ 
rents,  marks  of  the  mod  lively  gra¬ 
titude  :  it  depends  on  her,  in  a 
word,  to  be  incorporated  in  the  fa¬ 
mily,  and  to  be  there  confidered 
and  refpeCtedas  a  fecond  mother. 

Through  a  luxury  advantageous 
to  the  indigent,  from  which,  be- 
fides,  no  inconvenience  refill ts,  mod 
of  the  opulent  mothers,  in  the  in¬ 
tention  of  preferving  their  en  bon 
■pointy  of  repofing  more  quietly  du¬ 
ring  the  night,  and  of  giving  a 
more  abundant  nourilhment  to  their 
children,  place  about  them  a  fecond 
nurfe,  charged  with  the  mod  labo¬ 
rious  functions,  to  fuckle  them 
during  the  night,  to  amufe  them, 
and  divert  their  attention  during 
the  day  :  but  the  mother  does  not, 
on  that  account,  think  herfelf 
exempted  from  watching  over  the 
health  of  her  child,  from  feeding  it 
with  her  milk,  from  providing  for 
all  the  wants  'that  it  appears  to 
have,  and  from  bedowing  on  it  all 
the  care  that  its  age  and  wcakncfs 
require. 

Throughout  the  Ead,  derility  of 
women  is  confidered  as  one  of  the 
greateft  misfortunes  that  can  happen 
to  them  ;  independently  of  a  barren 
woman  not  obtaining  the  confidera- 


tion  which  (he  would  have  enjoyed 
as  mother  of  a  family,  (he  finds 
herfelf  almoft  always  neglefted  by 
her  hulband  ;  (be  fees  him  pafs  into 
the  arms  of  another  woman  ;  (he  is 
obliged  to  fubfcribe  to  the  divorce 
which  he  demands ;  and,  to  com¬ 
plete  her  misfortunes,  fhe  can 
fcarcely  ever,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  find  a 
fecond  hufband.  Befides,  derility 
prefents  with  it  the  idea  of  an  im¬ 
perfection  in  the  organs,  which 
humiliates  her  who  is  the  objeCt  of 
it. 

When  the  figns  of  pregnancy  do 
not  manifed  thernfelves  a  few  months 
after  marriage,  the  wife,  in  her  im¬ 
patience,  never  fails  to  add  refs  her- 
ielf  to  matrons  and  phyficians,  in 
order  to  afk  them  for  fdme  beverage, 
fome  particular  recipe  that  may  fa¬ 
cilitate  and  baden  the  moment  of 
conception.  The  former  prepare 
peflaries,  in  which  are  contained  the 
hotted  and  mod  irritating  fubdances, 
fuch  as  muik,  amber,  bezoar,  aloes, 
cardamum,  ginger,  pepper,  cinna¬ 
mon,  cloves,  &c.  They  at  the  fame 
time  caufe  mod  of  thefe  drugs  to  be 
taken  as  an  opiate,  or  mixed  with 
aliments,  at  the  ri(k  of  producing 
fome  inflammation,  or  fome  other 
diforder  more  or  lefs  dangerous. 

Unlefs  the  number  of  children  be 
already  confiderable,  or  the  fortune 
of  the  hulband  deranged,  if  the  wife, 
dill  young,  after  one  or  more  ly- 
ings-in,  find  too  great  an  interval 
before  fhe  be  pregnant,  (be  has  re¬ 
courfe  to  the  fame  means,  and  fhe 
employs  the  fame  drugs. 

The  houfes  of  the  Muflulmans 
are  difpofed  in  fuch  a  manner  that 
the  lodgings  of  the  women  is  al¬ 
ways  feparated  from  that  of  the 
men:  the  former  is  called  haremy 
or  facred  place,  and  the  latter  fe - 
lamlik ,  or  habitation  of  the  man. 
At  the  houfes  of  the  great,  there) 
are  two  piles  of  buildings  which 
6  com* 


CHARACTERS, 


communicate  With  each  other  by  in¬ 
termediate  apartments,  of  which  the 
hufband  alone  has  £he  keys.  Ac- 
cefs  to  the  harem  is  ftriCtly  forbid¬ 
den  by  men  ;  the  male  fervants  and 
flaves  never  enter  it ;  and  the  male 
relations  themfelves  are  never  ad¬ 
mitted,  except  it  be  on  the  two 
grand  feftivals  of  the  year,  and  on 
the  occafion  of  weddings,  lyings-in, 
or  circumcilion. 

Commonly  the  harem  has  no  win¬ 
dows  towards  the  ftreet,  or  if  there 
be  any,  they  are  lofty,  and  grated  in 
fuch  a  manner  that  one  cannot  fee 
from  without  what  is  paffing  within. 

We  frequently  experienced  diffi¬ 
culties  in  the  courfe  of  our  travels, 
when  we  wifhed  to  afcend  to  ele¬ 
vated  places  in  order  to  have  a  view 
of  a  town  and  judge  of  its  extent, 
becaufe  the  inhabitants  were  afraid 
that  our  objeCt  was  to  obferve  the 
women  who  were  walking  in  their 
gardens,  or  taking  the  air  on  the 
terrace  of  their  houfes.  It  has 
frequently  happened,  on  thefe  oc- 
cafions,  that  Turks  have  fired  muf- 
quet-fhots  at  Europeans  whole  in¬ 
tentions  appeared  to  them  fufpi- 
eious. 

The  wife  of  a  certain  rank,  when 
young,  goes  very  little  from  home, 
becaufe  it  is  not  fafhionable  for  her 
to  appear  in  the  ftreets,  although 
veiled,  becaufe  the  law  exempts  her 
from  going  to  the  mofque,  becaufe 
file  has  in  her  own  houfe  baths, 
which  fhe  ufes  at  pleafure,  and  be- 
eatife  Ihe  is  furrounded  by  female 
flaves  who  watch  over  her,  and  fe¬ 
male  relatives  who  counteraCl  her 
inclinations.  To  pleafe  her  huf¬ 
band,  to  detain  him  in  the  harem  as 
long  as  his  affairs  permit,  to  take 
care  of  her  children,  to  occupy  her- 
felf  with  her  drefs,  and  very  little 
with  her  family,  to  pray  at  the 
hours  prefer ibed  by  religion,  and  to 

Vol.  2. 


pafs  a  part  of  the  day  without  do¬ 
ing  any  thing,  another  in  fmoking, 
drinking  coffee,  receiving  female 
friends,  relations,  or  women  under 
her  protection,  fuch  are  the  duties 
and  pleafures  of  a  Muffulman  wo¬ 
man.  She  feldom  can  read,  and 
fcarcely  ever  write  ;  fhe  has  learnt 
to  few  and  embroider,  prepare  com* 
fits  and  dainties,  and  make  ftierbet ; 
but  (he  finds  it  more  plcafant  to  do 
nothing,  to  remain  quiet  in  her  fofa, 
and  roll  between  her  fingers  a  chap¬ 
let  of  coral  or  agate.  She  confiders 
it  as  a  delightful  enjoyment  to  hold 
for  a  time  a  difh  of  coffee  in  one 
hand,  a  pipe  in  the  other,  and  to 
carry  them  alternately  to  her  mouth, 
at  the  fame  time  inhaling  the  vapour 
of  the  one,  and  retaining  as  long  as 
poffible  that  of  the  other ;  what 
afterwards  gratifies  her  the  moll,  is 
to  have  it  in  her  power  to  difplay  to 
the  eyes  of  the  women  whom  fhe 
receives,  fome  rich  trinkets  and  a 
robe  of  great  value. 

A  Muffulman  is  very  poor  if  he 
have  not  feveral  flaves  to  wait  on 
his  wife,  and  the  latter  is  very  un- 
fkilful  if  fhe  does  not  foon  convert 
into  dreffes  and  trinkets  the  great- 
eft  part  of  her  hufband’s  fortune. 
This  extraordinary  and  prepofteroas 
conduct,  efpecially  in  the  mother  of 
a  family,  appears  to  me  to  arife  na-. 
turally  from  the  laws  and  cuftoms 
eftablifhed  in  Turkey.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  fovereign  has  the 
right  to  confifcate,  to  the  benefit  of 
the  imperial  treasury,  the  inheri¬ 
tance  of  the  agents  that  he  has  em¬ 
ployed,  and  that,  in  this  cafe,  the 
property  of  the  wife  is  always  re- 
fpeCtecu  Befides,  when  a  divorce 
takes  place  between  a  married  cou¬ 
ple,  the  wife  keeps  her  jewels  and 
her  wardrobe,  independently  of  the 
other  effects  ftipulated  in  the  con- 
trad  of  marriage. 
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The  wife  takes  her  meals  alone, 
or  with  the  mother  and  the  female 
relations  of  the  hufband,  who  are 
•'jvifh  her  in  the  harem.  He  eats 
with  his  father  and  the  male  rela¬ 
tions  who  live  with  him;  and  when 
he  is  alone  and  caufes  himfelf  to  be 
ferved  in  the  hares»,  which  frequent¬ 
ly  happens,  even  the  wife  does  not 
eat  with  him  ;  (he  waits  on  him, 
or  fees  that  the  (laves  are  attentive 
in  waiting  on  him.  The  meal  be¬ 
ing  finifhed,  the  hands  and  mouth 
walked  and  wiped,  (lie  herfelf  pre- 
fents  him  the  pipe  and  coffee. 

When  there  are  feveral  wives, 
each  has  her  houfehold,  har  table, 
her  apartments,  and  her  Haves  in  the 
firtne  pile  of  building.  It  is  very 
uncommon  for  a  fecond  woman,  or 
Have,  to  be  lodged  in  another 
houfe ;  this  fcarcely  happens  except 
among  the  chiefs  of  caravans,  who, 
obliged  to  live  half  the  year  in  one 
town,  and  the  other  half  in  another, 
with  to  have  a  wife  in  each  of  thofe 
two  towns. 

No  religious  precept  is  more  ferb- 
puloufly  fallowed,  no  law  is  more 
rigoroufiy  executed,  in  any  religion 
and  among  any  people,  than  ablu- 
Unions  and  wafhings  in  1'urkey. 
Before  the  five  prayers  of  the  day, 
before  and  after  meals,  at  every 
{tool,  whenever  he  has  been  touched 
by  any  impure  body,  the  Mufful- 
man  muft  purify  himfelf  by  partial 
ablutions.  But  wjhen  he  has  coha- 
bited  with  a  woman,  or  has  expe¬ 
rienced  a  fimple  pollution,  he  is 
fubmitted  to  a  general  waffling  ; 
and  the  woman  befides  is  obliged  to 
obey  this  cuftom  after  her  lying-in, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  indifpofitions 
natural  to  her  fex.  Thence  thofe  ab¬ 
lutions  ahnoft  continual,  and  thofe 
frequent  vapour  baths  with  which 
no  one  difpenfes,  of  which  all  have 


made  themfelves  a  want, and  in  which 
both  fexes  find  a  delicious  charm. 

What  inclines  the  women  towifh 
for  baths  with  the  mod  lively  ea- 
gernefs  is,  that  they  there  make 
themfelves  amends  for  the  conftraint 
to  which  the  laws  and  cufloms  have 
fubjefled  them.  It  is  at  the  baths 
that  they  meet  and  make  appoint¬ 
ments  with  each  other  ;  there  it  is 
that  they  fee  each  other  with  fami¬ 
liarity,  that  they  converfe  without 
conftraint,  and  give  themfeves  up  to 
the  fweeteft  voluptuoufnefs.  There 
it  is  that  the  rich  women  can  dif- 
play,  with  the  greateft  minutenefs, 
their  mod  fplendid  attire,  and  their 
mtfft  coftly  garments.  There  they 
are  ferved  with  pure  mocha,  exqui- 
fite  reftoratives,  and  fumptuous  col¬ 
lations.  There  they  lavifh  effences 
and  perfumes  ;  and  the  entertain¬ 
ment  is  frequently  terminated  by 
mufic,  dances,  and  the  ombrefs  Chi - 
nolfes  :  but,  on  thefe  occafions,  the 
bath  is  fhut  to  the  public  for  the 
whole  day. 

The  poor  women,  almoft  with¬ 
out  any  expence,  there  find  plea- 
fures,  lefs  noify  indeed,  but  perhaps 
as  warmly  felt.  Common  coffee, 
common  fherbet,  no  other  perfume 
than  tobacco,  dainties  which  they 
themfelves  bring,  and  fome  fruits  of 
the  feafon  :  this  is  to  reftore  the 
body  and  gratify  thefenfes.  Their 
vanity  is  flattered  in  difplaying  a 
fine  fhift,  clean  drawers,  decent 
clothes,  necklaces,  chains,  and  other 
ornaments  in  fequins.  In  fhort, 
they  no  longer  have  any  thing  to 
wifli  for  when  they  have  undergone 
complete  depilation,  when  their 
locks  are  arranged,  their  braids 
plaited,  their  eyelids  and  eyebrows 
painted  black,  and  the  nails  of  their 
hands  and  feet  off  an  orange  colour 
yellow 
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An  Account  of  the  Life  c/'Teruvercadu  Mutiah,  a  learned 

Hindu ,  a  fiative  of  the  Carnatic . 

Written  by  himfelf  in  the  Englidi  language.  ; 


In  the  Chriftian  year  1766,  in 
the  5th  year  of  my  age,  I  was  put 
under  tuition  of  a  Brahmana  tutor, 
by  name  Latchmana  Eyer,  who 
taught  me  to  read  and  write  the 
Sanfcrit,  Malabar,  and  Hindu 
writings,  efpecially  the  two  firft. 

In  the  year  I.772  I  was  initiated 
in  thePerfian  !anguage,under  aMuf- 
fulman  named  Abdul. hakemfahib. 

In  1774,  I  was  educated  by  a 
Mahratta  Brahmana,  of  the  name  of 
Sankara  Raur,  in  the  rudiments  of 
the  Mahratta  language.  In  the 
13th  year  of  my  age  I  finifhed  all 
mv  fcholaftic  readings  in  the  fore- 

'  #  Co 

going  five  languages. 

In  1775  I  received  my  education 
in  Cauvya  Nataka,  Alankara,  &c. 


of  the  Sanfcrit  language,  from  two 
eminent  poets  of  the  Brahmanicat 
tribe,  by  name  Emba  Eyanger,  and 
Rangava  Achafya;  fo  that  in  a  fhort 
time  I  became  able  to  compofe 
verfes  in  that  language. 

In  1776  I  was  inftruCled  by  one 
Vaduganada  Bandaram,  a  moll 
learned  man  of  the  fame  call  to 
which  I  belong,  in  the  acromatic 
part  of  Tamil  learning,  that  is  to 
fay  in  the  mod  excellent  and  copious 
grammar  of  Tamil  language,  en¬ 
titled  Tulcapiam  * * * §,  and  in  all  other 
books  dependent  on  it,  viz.  Caru 
ky  f,  Nannul  J,  Elackanavelack- 
am  §,  &c.  and  alfo  in  books  of 
poems,  fuch  as  Teruvalluvar  j|» 
Chintamaney  **,  Peria  Pura- 

num 


*  Tulcapiam  is  the  mod  ancient  and  mod  excellent,  copious  and  ahdrufe  grammar 
of  the  Tamil  language,  and  is  laid  to  be  the  production  of  a  renowned  faint,  named 
Trunadhumagre,  who  was  brother  to  Parafurama,  an  incarnation  of  Vefhnu,  and  a 
difciple  of  Agadya  Mahamune,  a  Thamaturgus.  Tulcapiam  is  a  compound  of  Tul 
a  Cappia;  'the  foregoing  word  fignifies  old,  and  the  following  implies  the  name  of  his 
family,  which  name,  with  the  epithet  Tul,  he,  by  way  of  eminence,  gave  to  his  pro¬ 
duction.  This  voluminous  grammar  is  divided  into  three  grand  parts,  each  part  being 
fubdivided  into  nine  dividons,  treating  at  large  of*  orthography,  etymology,  fyntax, 
profody,  & c.  See.  There  are  three  different  commentaries  upon  this  grammar,  the 
third  of  which  is  preferable.  Hence  it  is  clear  that  it  was  from  mifirdormation,  that 
Mr.  Crawford,  in  his  deetches  refpeCting  the  Indian  religion,  alferts  that  “  1  ulca- 
piam  was  a  Rajah.” 

+  Cariky  is  a  book  fpeaking  of  rules  for  verfidcation. 

+  Nannul  is  a  book  fpeaking  of  the  Speculative  and  practical  parts  of  grammar,  in 
a  concife  manner. 

§  Elackanavelackam  is  another  book  of  the  modern  eompofition,  fpeaking  of  rules 
relative  to  letters,  words,  dgnifications,  poetry,  and  rhetorick, 

||  Teruvalluvar,  or  Teruballuvar  Cural,  is  a  book  of  hetnifphico  poems,  remarka¬ 
ble  for  morals.  This  book  is  fo  called  from  its  author  Teruvalluvar.  There  is  a 
learned  commentary  upon  it,  entitled  Paremalalakaruri. 

**  Chintamaney  is  a  book  confiding  of  about  three  thoufand  ftanzas  full  of  tropkal 
and  figurative  beauties.  This  book  relates  the  hidory  ot  Jeevakafamy,  one  of  the 
former  kings  of  Jinyas  or  Buddhas,  who  are  heretics  to  the  religions  preferibed  bv 
Vedas  and  Siddantagamas.  Here  it  is  remarkable,  that  fame  confound  Buddha  with 
Budha,  and  in  confequence  fancy  that  the  Budhas  were  more  ancient  than  the  Brah- 
manas ;  but  they  are  grofsly  midaken,  for  Buddha  differs  from  Budha  both  in  word 
and  fignification,  whereas  the  former  fignifies  the  incarnation  of  Veffinu,  which  be¬ 
came  the  god  of  heretics,  and  the  latter  denotes  Mercury,  one  of  the  heavenly 
planets. 
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mm  *,  & c.  Neeandu,  Tevakar- 
am  +,  &c. 

In  1777  I  acquired  {kill  in  co¬ 
pying  profe  and  verfes  on  the  high 
and  poetical  Tamil.  Same  year  I 
began  to  learn  Veyakarana  and  Tar- 
kafaftra  J  under  two  learned  Brah- 
manas,  named  Rama  Saftre  and 
Cuppurama  Saftre. 

In  1779  I  received  my  educa¬ 
tion  in  Siddanraceagamas,  from  one 
Vataranya  Saftre,  a  diftinguifhed 
Rrahmana  theologift. 

In  1780  I  was  fent  to  the  Eng- 
lifh  fchool  of  one  Surya  Pelly,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  repute,  who  inftrudled  me 
in  the  fcholaftic  readings  of  that 
language. 

In  1781  I  was  recommended  to 
the  VeiTery  miflionary,  the  reverend 
Mr.  Philip  Febrecius,  with  whom 
I  read  an  Englifh  book  entitled  the 
Preceptor,  treating  of  morals,  geo¬ 
graphy,  chronology,  &c.  1  began 

then  to  learn  the  elements  of  the 
Latin  language  under  Mr.  Walter, 
but  in  a  ftiort  time  after  he  depart¬ 
ed  this  life.  B.  So  my  worthy 
fatherTeruvercadu  RamalingaMu- 
delliar  has,  at  the  expence  of  a  vaft 
deal  of  money  caufed  me  to  be  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  aforeftated  manner ; 
and  alfo  furnifhed  me  with  an  abun¬ 
dance  of  Sanfcrit  and  Malabar  ma- 
nufcripts,  and  alfo  with  a  number  of 
Englifh  authors,  of  which  I  have  a 
library. 

From  1782  to  1793  I  continued 
to  amufe  myfelf  with  peruftng  the 
Sanfcrit  and  Malabar  authors,  fuch 
as  the  Etehafa,  Parana,  See.  and 
alfo  the  Engftfh  authors,  fuch  as  the 


Old  and  New  Teftaments,  Ward’s 
Grammar,  Chambers’  and  Johnfon’3 
Dictionaries,  &c.  N.  B.  In  the 
interim  a  proud  monk  of  my  tribe 
wrote  a  treatife,  in  the  moft  fublime 
ftyle  of  the  poetical  Tamil,  againft 
the  myfterious  commentary  upon  a 
facred  author  of  that  religion,  to 
which  I  and  other  natives  of  my 
clafs,  and  alfo  all  the  worfhipping 
Brahmas  of  Sevas  temple  through¬ 
out  this  peninfula  do  belong,  which 
treatife  he  having  fent  to  me  on 
Odober  28,  1784,  I  was  obliged 
to  write  my  anfwer  in  refutation  of 
the  fame  treatife,  in  the  fame  poeti¬ 
cal  ftyle  of  the  Tamil,  in  which  it 
was  written.  Yet  the  faid  monk 
having,  out  of  malice,  drawn  out 
fomething  in  reply  to  my  anfwer, 
it  was  brought  tq  me  on  September 
13,  1791,  which  I  again  refuted, 
by  ftating  my  reafons  in  fuch  an  ex- 
tenfive  manner,  that  it  filled  about 
one  hundred  Palmeira  leaves,  be- 
caufe  I  thereby  (hewed  abfurdities 
in  every  fentence  written  by  the 
monk. 

In  1793,  in  order  to  gain  the 
good  opinion  of  Dr.  James  Ander- 
fon,  (a  gentleman  poftefifed  of  phi¬ 
lanthropy  and  public  fpirit,}  I  made 
an  accurate  and  literal  tranflation 
into  the  Malabar  language  of  three 
pamphlets  which  were  publiftted  by 
him,  confifting  of  letters  on  the  pro- 
grefs  and  eftablifhment  of  the  cul¬ 
ture  of  filk,  &c.  tending  to  the 
public  welfare. 

In  1794  I  tranflated  the  modern 
hiftory  of  Madura  (written  in  the 
vulgar  ftyle  of  the  Malabar  lan¬ 
guage, 


*  Pefia  Puranam  is  a  facred  book,  faid  to  have  been  written  by  an  infpired  man 
of  my  tribe,  refpetting  the  miraculous  hiftories  of  fixty-three  faints,  of  whom  three 
lung  hymns  in  praife  of  Seva  and  his  holy  places,  of  which  hymns,  called  Tevarana, 
feme  part  is  now  extant.  The  book  Peria  Puranam  confifts  of  four  thoufand  ftanzas. 

f  bJecandu  and  Tevacaram  are  the  well  known  lexicons  and  nomenclatures 
Tamil. 

^  Vcyakerana  and  Tarka  are  the  fciences  of  grammar  and  logic. 
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guage,)  into  the  Englifh,  in  order  to 
fatisfy  the  curiofity  of  Andrew  Rofs, 
efq.  a  gentleman  of  abilities  and 
wifdom.  Same  year,  near  the  end, 
I  tranflated,  verbatim,  into  the 
Englifh,  the  Sanfcrit  Almanack  of 
the  Indians,  for  the  prefent  year 
Ynanda,  by  the  defire  of  Dr.  An¬ 
drew  Berry,  a  gentleman  of  great 
worth  and  learning.  And  this 
tranflation  of  the  Almanack,  Mr. 
Goldingham,  an  eminent  aftrono- 
jncr,  having  pcrufed,  was  pleafed 


to  declare  his  approbation  of  the 
fame. 

N.  B.  I  am  now  aged  thirty- 
three  years,  four  months,  and  twen¬ 
ty-two  days,  and  have  hitherto  been 
married  to  three  wives,  (of  whom 
two  are  dead,)  yet  I  am  ftill  amufing 
myfelf  with  books  of  my  library, 
as  God  Almighty  has  not  yet  been 
pleafed  to  recommend  me  to  fuch  a 
fervice  as  is  fuited  to  me. 

T.  M. 

Saturday,  Z^thfan,  1795. 


A  Memoir  of  the  Bounsla  Family  of  Mahrattas,  fmce  their 
fettling  at  Nagpcor ,  under  Ruggojee. 


Ruggojee  Bounsla,  or  Bun- 
cello,  was  one  of  thofe  numerous 
jagyrdars  who,  in  the  Mahratta 
dominions,  hold  their  lands  on  mi¬ 
litary  tenures:  he  was  born  in  a 
country  called  Gung  Terree,  near 
the  river  Gunga  Gudawrife  Gud- 
davery,  and  was  nearly  related  to 
Rajah  Sahow,  and  to  Terah  Bye, 
his  wife. 

During  a  courfe  of  fervice,  he 
had  acquired  both  reputation  and 
riches,  and,  from  the  command  of 
a  thoufand  horfe,  was  railed  to  that 
of  ten  thoufand  by  the  rajah,  who 
prefen  ted  him  with  an  honorary 
flandard  like  his  own,  with  the  ex- 
clufive  privilege  of  wearing  it,  and 
gave  him  a  funnud  to  conquer  the 
Deogurs  and  Chandae  countries  for 
the  maintenance  of  his  troops.  At 
this  time  Buckht  Beillund  v/as  Ra¬ 
jah  of  Deogur  and  Nagpoor  ;  he 
was  of  the  calf  of  Gound,  or  Gouar ; 
was  a  very  powerful  prince,  and 
had  always  worn  the  enfigns  of 
royalty.  ( 

Aalumgeer  had  formerly  fent 
Nabob  Deliel  Khan  againft  him, 
who  reduced  him,  and  brought  him 
to  Delhy,  when  the  king,  on  his 


turning  MufTulman,  gave  him  back 
his  country,  returned  the  enfigns  of 
royalty,  and  gave  him  the  title  of 
Shah,  as  an  addition  to  his  name. 

Ruggojee,  not  being  able  to  make 
a  conqueft  of  the  country  by  open 
force,  had  made  feveral  predatory 
incurfions,  carrying  off  their  cattl© 
and  effects,  for  the  payment  of  his 
troops ;  fo  that  the  country  was 
almoft  ruined,  and  the  inhabitants 
would  not  fettle  in  their  villages, 
for  fear  of  being  annually  plun-. 
dered. 

Once  he  appeared  with  more  than 
ordinary  force,  intending  to  carry 
every  thing  before  him,  and  with 
50,000  horfe  over-run  the  countries 
of  Deogue,  Chandah,  and  Nagpoor. 
While  he  was  encamped  at  Kalowl, 
Buckht  Boillund,  in  defpair  fbr  the 
fuffering  lofs  of  his  country,  forced 
a  march  to  furprife  him,  with  1 2,000 
refolute  men,  who  were  animated 
with  the  fame  feelings ;  he  fet  out, 
cautioning  every  man  who  would 
not  die  with  him,  to  return ;  came 
on  them  to  a  great  advantage,  and, 
after  a  fierce  attack,  entirely  de¬ 
feated  them  ;  they  were  purfued  fix 
cofs  to  Kundalce,  where  Rugeoiee 
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narrowly  efcaped  being  made  pri- 
foner. 

After  this  they  difcontinued 
their  attempts  till  the  death  of 
Buckht  Boilhind,  who  left  a  dis¬ 
puted  poffeffion  between  Akhur 
Shah  and  Booran  Shah,  who  fought 
many  battles  with  each  other,  fo 
that  Ruggojee  made  an  eafy  con- 
queft. 

In  the  fort  of  Deogur,  the  Rajah 
Booran  Shah  fell  into  his  hands,  and 
the  country  of  Nagpoor,  being  de¬ 
pendent  on  it,  came  under  fubjec- 
tion. 

Though  he  took  full  poffeffion  of 
the  whole  rawge,  yet  he  conducted 
all  bufnefs  in  the  name  of  Booran 
Shah.  He  continued  a  fort  of  pri- 
foner,  but  all  his  former  fate  w^, 
preferved  to  him,  his  colours  re¬ 
mained  in  every  place,  and  he  even 
by  him  collected  the  country.  An 
agreement  was  entered  into  between 
them,  that  Booran  Shah  (hould  pay 
him  three-fourths  of  the  revenue, 
and  detain  the  other  quarter;  which 
ftipulation  exifts  to  this  day,  and  is 
nominally  put  in  practice.  Booran 
Shah ‘lived  in  a  fate  of  confinement, 
but,  during  Ruggojee’s  life-time, 
be  regularly  got  his  quarter ;  Jano- 
jee  ufed  to  permit  too,  but  ufed 
now  and  then,  when  it  accumulated, 
to  aik  it  by  way  of  loan,  which  the 
other  could  not  -refufe.  The  fame 
farce  is  fill  kept  up,  and  he  has 
even  been  permitted  to  go  about  a 
hunting  and  diverting  himfelf,  but 
not  further  than  ten  or  twelve  cofs. 
The  fame  refpeft  and  attention  is 
fill  paid  him  ;  and  he  feems  fo  pru¬ 
dent,  or  afraid,  that  he  has  declined 
many  offers  from  Nizam  Ally,  and 
from  the  pefhwa,  who  have  each  en¬ 
deavoured  to  tamper  with  him.  He 
is  fill  in  being,  but  very  old,  and 
has  Tons  and  grandfons  who  live  at 
Ruttenpoor,  but  in  great  ref  raints. 
After  feveral  years,  whenRuiggojee 


had  fixed  his  government  fecretly, 
in  Deogur,  Chandah,  and  Nag¬ 
poor,  he  fent  Bofchar  Baboo,  who 
had  the  chief  command  in  his  army, 
and  Ally  Bye,  to  Bengal,  by  the 
road  of  Clietefgur  (36  forts)  or 
Ruttenpoor.  They  plundered  the 
country  of  Ruttenpoor  in  their 
road,  and  paffed  through  the  dif- 
tridtsof  Rundwan  Buft er,  Nebufi er, 
Turkamanie,  and  Cuttack,  plun¬ 
dering  them  alfo,  till  they  came  in¬ 
to  the  provinces  ;  they  praftifed 
this  ahnofi  every  year,  and,  by 
th  eir  depredations  and  incurfions, 
the  fubah  of  Bengal  was  obliged  to 
make  overtures  of  peace  :  after  an 
infidious  treaty,  Bofchar,  and  feve¬ 
ral  of  the  fardars,  were  invited  to 
his  tent  and  murdered,  ana  the 
troops  were  difperfed. 

Ruggojee  afterwards  fent  his  two 
Tons,  Modajee  and  Janoojee,  with 
a  large  force,  to  plunder  Bengal,  and 
they  carried  off  a  booty  :  on  their 
return,  he  fent  his  fon  Subajee  (fome- 
times  called  Nanai ee)  in  the  fame 
manner,  to  make  depredations  ;  hut 
none  of  thofe  being  able  to  efiablifh 
themfelves,  he  next  year  marched 
himfelf  with  about  100,000  horfe, 
leaving  his  fon  to  take  care  of  his 
own  country,  and  laid  wafe  the 
country  of  Bengal,  &c.  taking  a 
yaf  deal  of  plunder,  and  levying 
Urge  contributions. 

Ruggojee,  by  this  time,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  fucceffcs  and  his  power, 
had  drawn  on  himfelf  the  jealoufy 
of  Peifhwa,  who  was  now  come  to 
Benares,  with  a  large  army,  to 
perform  the  religious  ceremonies  of 
that  place  :  Aliverdy  Khan,  afraid 
left  he  fhould  affift  in  completing 
his  ruin,  immediately  applied  to 
him  for  large  fums  of  money,  and 
reprefented  the  many  ravages  of 
Ruggojee  ;  that  if  any  thing  was  to 
be  paid,  it  ought  to  be  paid  to  him, 
and  not  to  the  other,  who  was  but  a 
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fervant.  Baba  Bajerow  hearkened 
to  this  application,  which  was 
likely  to  make  him  of  fo  much  con- 
fequence,  and  joined  his  troops 
with  the  nabob’s,  in  expelling 
Ruggojee,  from  whom  mod  part  of 
the  plunder  was  retaken.  He 
therefore  fled  to  his  own  country, 
through  the  hills,  by  way  of 
Rewan  Muckanpoor,  the  rajah  of 
which,  Ajeed  Sing,  flopped  the 
paffages,  and  refufed  admittance  to 
him ;  however,  on  pledging  faith 
together,  and  his  making  Ruggojee 
his  fon  by  adoption,  he  permitted 
him  to  go  by  Shagpoor.  When  he 
arrived  at  Ruttenpoor  he  attacked 
it,  and  it  was  defended  by  Sirda 
Sing,  the  rajah  of  the  country, 
whofe  family  was  of  Hoohoobunfey 
call  of  Rajepoots,  and  had  poffeffed 
this  government  from  very  remote 
antiquity.  This  country,  fo  very 
convenient  for  his  incurfions  into 
Bengal,  he  made  it  a  particular 
point  to  reduce  to  his  obedience ; 
which,  after  much  fighting  and 
fome  lofs,  he  efrefted  :  the  rajah 
fubmitted,  and  Mohim  Sing,  Rug- 
gojee’s  adopted  fon,  was  left  with 
the  government,  who  kept  the  ra¬ 
jah’s  family  in  a  (late  of  confine¬ 
ment,  in  which  feveral  of  them 
exift  at  this  time,  at  Ruttenpoor  ; 
others  have  taken  proteftion  with 
the  neighbouring  rajahs,  who  are 
either  unable  or  unwilling  to  fup- 
port  their  pretenfions.  Ruggojee 
made  fome  other  attacks  on  Ali- 
verdy  Khan’s  government,  at  the 
inftigation  of  Alyr  Hubbaba,  fervant 
of  Sufraz  Khan,  who  fled  from  Ali- 
verdy,  and  who  vowed  revenge  for 
the  murder  of  his  mailer.  In  the 
courfe  of  thefe  incurfions  the  chout 
was  agreed  upon,  and  afterwards  the 
ceffion  of  Cuttack  in  lieu  of  it  :  and 
Janoojee,  for  the  confiderationoffive 
lacks,  pur.  Alyr  Hubbaba  to  death. 

Ruggojee’ s  death  happened  fome 
time  after  this :  he  left  four  fons, 


who  were  born  in  the  following 
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order  :  Modajee,  Janoojee,  Bimba- 
jee,  and  Sabajee.  Modajee  and 
Bimbajee  were  by  the  great  Ranne, 
who  was  of  the  Poonah  family,  and 
Janoojee  and  Sabajee  by  another 
wife,  of  not  fo  confiderable  a  rank. 
Modajee’s  mother  being  related  to 
Sahaw  Rajah,  and  to  Tarah  Bye, 
affumed  much  from  her  condition, 
and  by  her  pride  difgufied  Ruggo¬ 
jee;  whereas  the  mother  of  janoo¬ 
jee  had  made  herfelf  the  moil  be¬ 
loved.  Modajee,  too,  from  the 
fame  circumllances,  had  given  fome 
oppofition  and  difguft  to  his  father  ; 
fo  that  janoojee  became  the  fa¬ 
vourite,  and  he  wilhed  to  leave  him 
his  heir.  On  his  death  he  declared 
Janoojee  rajah,  and  his  mother 
having  pofleffion  of  all  the  treafure, 
he  by  this  means  got  the  govern¬ 
ment.  Modajee,  during  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  life,  had  the  charge  of  Cham, 
dah,  and  was  abfent  there ;  from 
hence  he  collefted  an  army  to  dif- 
pute  the  raje  with  Janoojee.  Not- 
withftanding  the  defection  of  Pela- 
gee  Naik,  and  many  of  the  firdars, 
who  went  over  to  Modajee,  Janoo¬ 
jee  obtained  a  victory  by  means  of 
Mujeed  Khan  Ruhillah,  of  Hullim- 
beg  Khan,  and  of  his  own  houfe- 
hold  troops.  Peace' was  afterwards 
concluded  between  them,  andChan- 
dah  was  given  to  Modajee  for  life. 
Bimbajee,  during  this,  was  at  Sit- 
tarah,  with  the  Rajah  Sahow  and 
Tarah  Bye,  with  whom  he  was 
nearly  related  by  his  mother,  and 
was  greatly  favoured. .  .Tarah  Bye, 
at  this  time,  had  his  marriage  cele¬ 
brated  with  her  own  niece  ;  and  on 
the  news  of  Ruggojee’s  death,  he 
was  invefted  witn  the  rajalhip  of 
Ruttenpoor,  which  he  claimed  as 
his  fnare  of  his  father’s  inheritance. 

Mohim  Sing,  the  adopted  fon  of 
Ruggojee,  who  was  mentioned 
above,  had  continued  in  the  charge 
of  thefe  countries  ever  lince  their 
t  P  4  fir  ft 
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firft  conqueft,  and,  fortunately 
for  Bimbajee,  had  died  a  few  months 
before,  fo  chat  he  eafily  poffeffed 
himfelf  of  them. 

This  perfon  had,  during  his  go¬ 
vernment,  made  the  countries  of 
Sumuipoor,  Gangpoor,  Jufpoor, 
Surgoojah  Chutah,  NagpOor,  and 
fome  others,  tributary  to  him. 
.Bimbajee,  therefore,  fucceeded  to 
thofe  appendages,  as  well  as  to 
Ruttenpoor,  about  the  year  1768. 

Modajee,  notwithflanding  his 
agreement,  dill  created  troubles, 
and  gave  diflurbance  to  Janoojq*?,  fo 
that  many  difputes  happened  be¬ 
tween  them  :  Janoojee  fent  Mujeed 
Khan,  who  in  veiled  Chandah,  which 
furrendered,  and  Modajee  v/as 
forced  to  come  in.  A  peace  was 
again  concluded  ;  Modajee  acknow¬ 
ledged  obedience  to  janoojee,  white 
he  gave  up  Chandah  to  him  for  a 
fubfiftence,  and,  having  no  iffue  of 
his  own,  adopted  Modajee’s  fon 
(Ruggojee)  as  his  heir,  Janoojee, 
in  order  to  fecure  the  obedience  of 
his  brother,  kept  Ruggojee  always! 
with  himfelf,  and,  as  his  fucceffor, 
invefted  him  with  a  drefs ;  fo  that 
Modajee  remained  pretty  quiet  at 
Chandah  during  the  remainder  of 
his  reign.  Bimbajee,  Though  he 
did  not  interfere  in  the  difpute,  yet 
frequently  gave  diflurbance  to  Ja- 
noojee’s  government,  and  plundered 
his  treafure,  on  the  road  from  Cut¬ 
tack,  as  his  country  lay  between 
that  and  Nagpoor. 

Sabajee  continued  always  with 
his  brother,  was  ityled  his  dewan, 
and  was  very  fleady  in  his  intereil. 
He  had  a  jaghire  of  40,000  rupees 
a-year  at  Dunwah,  from  Nizam-al- 
Mulk,  by  way  of  penfion,  with 
other  allowances  from  janoojee. 

During  the  courfe  of  many  years, 
Janoojee  had  feveral  wars,  both 
with  the  pefhwa,  who  were  now 
very  jealous  of  his  power,  and  with 


Nizam-al-Mulk,  in  which  he  had 
management  and  addrefs  enough  to 
keep  his  brother  Modajee  either 
in  his  power,  or  attached  to  him. 
Bimbajee  was  with  him  in  one 
adflon,  and  Modajee  frequently  ac¬ 
companied  him.  In  a  war  which 
fubfifled  between  Mahdoo  Row  and 
Nizam  Ally,  he  joined  the  latter, 
and  they  plundered  Poonah.  On 
their  return,  Janoojee  joined  his 
forces  with  Mahdoo  Row’s,  and 
plundered  the  nabob  in  paffing  a 
river  near  Poonah.  Two  years  after 
this  the  pefhwa  and  nizam  both 
attacked  Janoojee’s  country  and  laid 
it  waflej  burning  Nagpoor  itfelf  to 
the  ground  :  Janoojee  was  not  able  to 
face  them  in  the  field,  and,  in  order 
to  rid  himfelf  of  fuch  troublefome 
neighbours,  marched,  with  all  the 
force  he  could  colled:,  through  bills, 
jungles,  and  the  mod  difficult 
roads,  plundering  every  where  he 
went,  towards  the  capital,  Poonah, 
where  all  their  families  were  depo- 
iited,  and  was  now  defencelefs,  in 
order  to  retaliate  on  it  the  difgrace 
his  capital  had  fuffered.  This 
obliged  Mahdoo  Row  immediately 
to  march  to  its  affiflance,  and  to  get 
between  Janoojee  and  Poonah, 
when  he  was  but  three  marches 
from  it.  Janoojee  therefore  re¬ 
turned  through  the  nizam’s  coun¬ 
try,  plundering  and  burning  every 
thing  that  came  in  his  way  ;  he  was 
followed  by  the  pefhwa,  and  a 
peace  was  concluded,  Janoojee 
giving  the  pefhwa  fome  money, 
profefiing  his  dependence  on  him, 
and  promifing  his  ruflen  of  troops 
when  the  government  required  it. 
Little  regard  was  paid  to  this 
treaty,  for  the  pefhwa  was  no 
fooner  gone  than  Janoojee  dif< 
poffefTed  his  people  of  the  fort  of 
Arnnier,  near  to  Katowl,  which  he 
had  taken  during  the  war,  and  tha 
pefhwa  did  not  chufe  to  rake  any  fur¬ 
ther 
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flier  notice  of  it.  Janoojee,  till  his 
death,  had.no  other  wars  with  the 
pefhwa  :  he  verbally  acknowledged 
a  dependence  ;  but  when  he  went  to 
court,  it  was  with  his  army,  to 
prevent  any  treachery. 

He  raifed  contributions  from  the 
neighbouring  countries,  both  in 
perfon  and  by  his  firdars.  From 
Berar  (the  capital  of  which  is  Eliah- 
poor)  the  nabob  paid  him  the  chout 
of  its  revenue,  which  is  5  2  lacks, 
and  is  fixed  fo  till  this  day. 

Janoojee  died  in  the  year  1772  : 
he  had  marched  from  Nagpoor,  to 
raife  money  from  the  country  of 
jungterry,  with  Derria  Bye,  his 
wife,  who  always  went  into  the 
field  with  him,  and  rode  on  horfe- 
back.  Modajee,  Sabajee,  and  Rug- 
gojee,  his  nephew  and  adopted 
fon,  alfo  accompanied  him.  On 
hearing  that  Alyr  Moofa  Khan, 
Rookem-al-Dowlah,  and  Ibrahim 
Khan  Dowlah  Zabit  Jung,  were 
come  there  with  a  force  to  collect  the 
country,  on  the  part  of  the  nizam, 
he  kept  Derria  Bye,  Sabajee,  and 
Ruggojee,  in  the  fort  of  Akoat, 
and  marched  to  oppofe  them.  When 
the  two  armies  were  very  near  each 
other,  a  peace  was  concluded.  Ja¬ 
noojee  foon  after  was  fuddenly  taken 
ill,  and  died  in  two  days  ficknefs, 
as  fome  fay,  by  poifon. 

He  delivered  all  the  papers,  trea- 
fure,  and  effefts,  which  were  with 
him,  to  Modajee,  who,  being  fuf- 
picious  of  the  other  army,  fent 
Gul  Mirza  Khan  to  Zabit  Jung, 
with  the  particulars  of  Janoojee's 
death,  and  his  own  profeflion  of 
friendfhip.  He,  in  return,  con¬ 
doled  with  him,  and  gave  him 
aflurances  that  he  might  in  fafety 
perform  the  funeral  ceremonies  of 
his  brother,  which,  with  the  Hin¬ 
dus,  requires  twelve  days.  Several 
of  his  women  burned  themfelves  on 
this  Gceafioq,  and,  amongft  the 
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red,  a  dancing  girl  ;  but  what 
makes  it  more  extraordinary,  a 
Muflulman.  She,  it  is  faid,  with 
fome  of  the  others,  did  it  for  fear  of 
Derria  Bye,  who  was  of  a  very 
violent  difpofition,  and  had  vowed 
to  (have  their  heads,  ar>d  otherwife 
dishonour  them,  if  they  fell  within 
her  power.  After  twelve  days  he 
marched  to  Akoat,  to  confole  the 
family,  whilft  Derria  Bye,  by  her 
intrigues,  in  the  mean  time,  had 
gained  over  the  army,  and  got  pof- 
feffion  of  the  treafure,  telling  them, 
as  they  loved  Janoojee,  to  hand  by 
her,  and  (he  would  pay  them  all 
their  arrears  ;  on  this  they  all  at¬ 
tached  themfelves  to  her  intered, 
and  the  whole  marched  to  Nagpoor. 
Here  Modajee  got  leave  for  Rug¬ 
gojee,  on  pretence  of  feeing  his 
mother,  to  accompany  him  to  Chan- 
dah,  under  a  promife  of  returning. 
They  remained  at  Chandah  all  the 
rains,  and  entertained  troops  ;  but 
Modajee  did  not  declare  whether  it 
was  to  aflert  the  raje  for  himfelf  or 
his  fon. 

Derria  Bye,  in  the  mean  time, 
was  not  idle,  and  her  people,  fee¬ 
ing  the  danger,  advifed  her  to  give 
the  Teeka  to  Sabajee,  as  her  huf- 
band’s  brother,  and  a  perfon  who 
would  aft  according  to  her  advice 
and  inclination,  which  was  not  to 
be  expefted  from  Modajee,  or  his 
fon,  whichever  of  them  fucceeded. 
She,  approving  of  this,  wrote  to 
Mahaoo  Row,  the  pefhwa,  and  to 
Sekeeram  Baboo,  his  dewan,  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  Sabajee,  and  fent  teeps  for 
twelve  lacks  of  rupees,  to  back  her 
application.  Letters  of  the  fame 
nature  were  fent  to  the  nizam,  with 
feven  lacks  of  funnuds.  In  confe- 
quence  of  which  khelauts  were  fent 
from  each  of  thofe,  and  Sabajee  re¬ 
gularly  invefted  with  the  rajahlhip. 
On  this  Modajee  marched  to  Am. 
rawtee,  where  Sabajee,  accompanied 
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by  Derria  Bye,  met  him;  they  had 
each  about  twelve  thousand  men, 
but  Sabajee  had  artillery,  and  his 
troops  were  better  :  after  difputing 
the  field  altnoft  the  whole  day,  Mo- 
dajee  was  defeated,  and  retreated 
twelve  cofs.  Sabajee  was  now  fet¬ 
tled  in  the  raje,  but  being  foon  im¬ 
patient  of  the  vaft  power  and  in- 
folent  behaviour  of  Derria  Bye,  was 
very  d-efirous  of  curbing  it,  and  fet- 
ting  bimfelf  free  from  the  influence 
which  >.he  had  in  the  country,  and 
over  the  troops.  Her  loofe  beha¬ 
viour  alfo  fcandalized  him  exceed¬ 
ingly;  and  when  he  remonftrated  to 
her  on  it,  or  attempted  to  deprive 
her  cf  the  company  of  her  gallants, 
the  moll  violent  quarrels  and  abu- 
five  language  palled. 

On  feeing  an  image  fet  with 
jewels,  (which  Janoojee  ufed  to 
wear,)  on  the  neck  of  one  of  her 
favourites,  a  violent  quarrel  arofe  ; 
and  the  made  a  fhift  to  efcape  with 
her  jewels  to  Modajee.  Indeed  her 
influence  in  the  army  was  ib  great, 
that  it  is  faidfhe  did,  or  might  have 
done  it,  in  defiance  of  him,  and  that 
he  was  therefore  obliged  to  wink  at 
the  retreat.  This  defection  had  like 
to  have  been  the  ruin  of  Sabajee, 
for,  by  her  intrigues,  (he  had  nearly 
carried  off  his  whole  army,  and  he 
was  obliged  to  divide  a  great  part 
cf  his  treafure  among  them,  even  to 
his  elephants,  horfes,  arms,  and 
clothes,  to  fecure  their  allegiance  to 
him. 

The  country  having  a  high  ve¬ 
neration  for  Janoojee,  his  adoption, 
the  dying  declaration  faid  to  be 
made  in  favour  of  Ruggojee,  had  a 
great  effedl  on  their  minds,  whilfl 
the  invefliture  of  Sabajee,  by  the 
pefhwa  and  the  nizam,  had  alfo  its 
weight,  and  nearly  balanced  them. 
Such,  therefore,  whofe  interefts  or 
inclinations  led  them,  favoured  one 
fide  or  the  other  ;  but  moil  remain¬ 


ed  fufpended,  till  they  Ihould  fee 
which  fide  got  the  better.  Sabajee, 
on  this  occafion,  wrote  to  the  pefti- 
wa,  and  to  the  nizam,  offering 
them  very  handfome  terms  for  their 
afliflance  ;  he  reprefented  to  the  lat¬ 
ter  that  they  wanted  to  feize  his 
p>erfon,  and  begged  him  to  march 
to  him  immediately,  for  which  he 
promifed  to  give  up  the  chout  of 
Berar.  Ibrahim  Khan  Dousfha  was 
at  Nermub,  eight  days  journey  from 
thence,  on  the  part  of  Nizam  Ally 
Khan  ;  he  marched  immediately, 
and  in  fifteen  days  arrived  at  Ko- 
ranjah,  within  twelve  cofs,  with  a 
large  army  ;  he  was  joined,  foon 
after  the  arrival  of  Ibrahim  Khan, 
by  Attaliah,  with  about  eight  hun¬ 
dred  Mahrattas,  on  the  part  of 
the  pefhwa,  Mahdoo  Row. 

Modajee,  in  the  mean  time,  was 
not  idle,  for  he  got  over  unto  his 
interefl  Ifhmael  Khan,  who  was  the 
nabob’s  deputy  in  the  province  of 
Berar,  at  Elichpoor,  who,  though 
he  fent  him  part  of  the  revenues, 
yet  he  paid  Janoojee  the  chout;  and 
there  was  fuch  a  connexion  between 
them,  that  the  nabob  dared  not  dis¬ 
place  them,  though  he  was  much 
inclined  to  it.  The  nizam  had  long 
w iflied  to  reduce  him,  by  dividing 
him  from  the  Mahratta  interefl, 
whilfl  Ifhmael  was  apprehenfive  left 
Sabajee,  being  put  up  by  the  nizam, 
be  fnould  be  an  immediate  lacrifice. 
Immediately  on  the  news  of  Ibra- 
ham  Khan’s  junction,  Madajee 
marched,  with  Derria  Bye,  towards 
Nagpoor,  in  order  to  fecure  part  of 
Janoojee’s  treafure,  which  was  de- 
pofited  in  different  forts :  but  the 
principal  was  in  Gurgowal,  (a  fort 
on  the  hills  within  feven  cofs  of 
Elichpoor,)  under  the  care  of  Jaum 
Sing  Hazzaree,  who,  as  well  as  the 
others,  refufed  to  deliver  up  his 
charge  till  the  difpute  was  deter¬ 
mined  who  fhould  be  rajah.  On 
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the  road  they  were  joined  by  1  Ch¬ 
in  ael  Khan  ;  and  though  they  were 
purfued  clofely  by  Sabajee,  and  the 
nabob’s  forces,  they  carried  off  the 
treafure  which  was  at  Nagpoor,  to 
Manich  Durg,  an  inacceifible  fort 
on  a  hill  three  cofs  from  Chandah, 
where  depofiting  it,  they  marched 
on  to  the  fouthward,  to  the  fort  of 
Mahore,  which  was  under  Ifhmael 
Khan,  where,  finding  themfelves 
purfued,  they  retreated  to  Elichpoor. 
Here,  finding  they  could  not  face 
Sabajee  in  the  field,  it  was  deter¬ 
mined  that  Ifhmael  Khan  fhouid 
defend  Elichpoor,  whilft  Modajee 
fhouid  diftrefs  them  as  much  as  he 
could  in  carrying  on  the  fiege. 
There  being  a  great  antipathy  be¬ 
tween  Ifhmael  Khan  and  Ibrahim 
Khan,  Meer  Moofa  Khan  Rooknal 
Dowlah,  the  nabob’s  dewan,  per- 
fuaded  his  mailer  to  fend  him  to  ac¬ 
commodate  matters,  and  bring  Ifh¬ 
mael  in.  On  this  lord’s  arrival, 
Ifhmael  immediately  applied  to  him, 
and  he  himfelf  went  in  the  kellah, 
where  terms  were  immediately 
agreed  upon,  that  he  fhouid  abandon 
Modajee’s  intereft,  and  fhouid  pay 
a  large  fum  to  the  nizam,  but  con¬ 
tinue  in  poffeffion  of  the  country. 
Before  they  marched  off  from  this 
place,  intelligence  came  of  Mahdoo 
Row’s  death,  which  was  in  Novem¬ 
ber  1772,  and  of  his  brother,  Nar- 
rain  Row’s  acceffion  to  the  office  of 
peihwa  ;  Modajee,  therefore,  find¬ 
ing  other  refources  fail,  went  off 
with  his  fon  Ruggojee  and  Derria 
Bye,  to  court,  where  he  met  with 
very  little  encouragement  from  Mur¬ 
rain  Row.  Sabajee  being  afraid 
that  this  change  might  make  fome 
difference  in  his  intereft  at  court, 
kept  clofely  connected  with  the  na¬ 
bob,  and,  accompanied  by  his  troops, 
went  to  vifit  him,  whilft  the  parti¬ 
sans  of  each  fide  carried  on  hoftili- 
jies  againfi:  each  other,  both  in 


Nagpoor  and  Chandah.  During 
his  refidence  with  the  nizam,  which 
was  feven  months,  Narrain  Row 
was  cut  off  by  his  uncle  Rogabaw, 
by  means  of  Summer  Sing  and 
Afoph  Ally  Gardee,  and  he  was  de¬ 
clared  pefhwa  by  many  of  the  chiefs 
of  the  country.  For  many  years 
there  had  been  a  ftrong  friendfhip 
betw’een  Rogabaw  and  Madojee ; 
the  latter,  therefore,  attached  him¬ 
felf  to  the  former,  and  fupportcd 
his  intereft  as  much  as  he  could,  in 
hopes  of  his  reinftating  him  in  Nag¬ 
poor,  when  he  was  fecured  in  the 
government.  Rogabaw,  foon  after 
his  acceffion,  gave  Ruggojee  the  tL 
cha  (mode  of  making  him  rajah)  of 
Nagpoor,  declaring  that  it  was  his 
right,  in  confequence  of  Janoojee’s 
will. 

Ele  fummoned  all  thefardars,  and 
was  joined  by  Tirmuk  Mama,  with 
fifty  thoufand  men,  alfo  by  Hurry 
Turkiah,  Attoliah,  and  others;  but 
Holcar  and  Scindiah,  with  fome 
more,  did  not  join,  on  pretence  of 
the  diftance.  An  alliance  was  alfo 
concluded  between  Ragobaw  and 
Nizam-ak Dowlah,  to  attack  Hy- 
der  Ally  ;  and  hie  marched  from 
Poonah,  and  joined  his  army  with 
the  nabob’s,  at  Bidow-r;  he  was  ac¬ 
companied  by  Modajee,  and  it  was 
an  extraordinary  circumftance,  that 
Modajee,  Derria  Bye,  and  Ruggo¬ 
jee,  here  met  with  their  competitor 
Sabajee,  who  had  accompanied  the 
nabob,  fo  that  the  two  rivals  re- 
fided  in  the  fame  camp  together  for 
fome  time.  Rogabaw  was  no  fooner 
from  the  capital  than  Gopha  Bye, 
the  mother  of  Budhoo  Row  and 
Narrain  Row,  began  with  her  in¬ 
trigues  to  bring  about  his  fall.  This 
woman,  from  her  fhamelefs  mode  of 
life,  had  become  difaereeabie  to  her 
fon  Mahdoo  Row,  and  having  come 
to  pay  her  devotions  at  Allahabad 
and  Benares.,  ihe  fixed  her  refidence 
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at  the  latter  place,  either  through 
con  ft  rain  t,  or  in  order  to  indulge  her 
inclinations  more  freely. 

The  Mahratta  women  expofe 
themfelves  more  than  the  women  of 
the  other  parts  of  .India,  and  the 
greatefl  of  them  are  frequently  on 
horfehaek;  nay  forne  arefaid  to  lead 
armies  and  mix  in  battle.  They 
are  alfo  very  prone  to  intrigues, 
and  not  very  ceremonious  about  the 
fcandal  attending  it.  They  pre¬ 
tend  great  veneration  for  Gyah, 
&c.  and  often  come  on  pilgrimage 
there,  efpecially  widows.  They 
hold  it  neceffary  for  the  entire  re- 
mifllon  of  their  fins,  to  have  their 
heads  fhaved  at  thefe  places.  This 
pradice  is  more  neceffary  to  thofe 
women  who  have  indulged  them¬ 
felves  in  gallantries,  and  they  then 
fuppofe  themfelves  fully  purged  ; 
but  it  is  done  under  the  cloak  of 
general  trefpaffes,  and  not  avowedly 
for  this  crime. 

Gopha  Bye  went  through  the  ce¬ 
remony  of  fhaving  of  her  hair  at 
Allahabad,  and  after  viflting  Gy¬ 
ah,  fhe  continued  at  Benares.  On 
Narrain  Row's  getting  the  pefhwa- 
fhip  fhe  returned,  being  certain  of 
having  great  influence,  from  his 
pliancy  of  temper  and  eafinefs  of 
difpofition  :  She  had  been  the  prin¬ 
cipal  csufe  of  the  mifunderflanding 
between  Rogabaw  and  Narrain 
Row,  and  was  now  violently  in. 
cenfed  againft  the  former  for  the 
murder  of  her  favourite  fon,  with 
her  own  lofs  of  power  in  confe¬ 
rence  thereof. 

Narrain  Row's  wife  was,  about 
this  time,  brought  to  bed  of  a  poft- 
humous  fon  ;  and  fhe  wrote  to  all 
the  fardars,  exhorting  their  abhor¬ 
rence  againfl  Rogabaw,  for  the  mur- 
der  of  his  nephew,  a  crime  more 
heinous,  as  they  were  both  of  the 
facred  cafi:  of  brahmins  ;  and  im- 
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ploring  their  protedlion  for  the  fafe- 
ty  and  rights  of  his  infant  fon. 

Seekaram  Pundit,  the  Purnacles, 
who  had  been  dewan,  and  a  very 
old  and  confidential  fervant  both  to 
Mahdoo  Row  and  Narrain  Row, 
joined  his  endeavours  with  her.  He 
accompanied  Rogabaw,  in  his  cam¬ 
paign  to  the  fouthward,  and  while- 
Gopha  Bye  folicited  the  afiiftance 
of  the  nizam,  by 'her  letters  and  ad¬ 
vantageous  otters,  he  was  not  idle 
in  forwarding  her  views.  Sabajee, 
it  may  be  fuppofed  too,  ufed  all  his 
endeavours  to  ruin  the  patron  of  his 
rival  brother  ;  the  fort  of  Dowla- 
tabad,  being  within  three  cofs  of 
Arungahad,  the  ancient  feat  of  the 
fubahs  of  the  Deccan,  was  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  Mahrattas;  but  though 
the  capital  was  the  nabob’s,  yet  this 
fort  being  in  the  very  fuburbs,  he 
would  not  refide  there.  This  was 
offered,  and  with  a  large  Turn  of 
money,  was  given  him  for  abandon¬ 
ing  Ruggojee’s  intereft.  Tirmuck 
Mama,  the  chief  firdar,  was  alfo 
privy  to  it  ;  and  it  was  determined 
to  feize  Rogabow,  but  he  fled  in 
the  night,  with  his  own  family 
troops,  and  with  thofe  of  Modajee, 
Summer  Sing,  and  Afoph  Ally 
Gardee,  with  a  few  others.  It  was 
agreed  that  the  nabob  fhould  have 
a  jack  of  rupees  for  every  marching 
day,  and  fifty  thoufand  for  every 
halting  day,  for  febundy.  He, 
therefore,  marched  often  flowly, 
with  his  artillery,  whiift  Turmuck 
purfued  him  with  his  Mahrattas  ; 
he  foon  overtook  him,  but  was  kil¬ 
led  himfelf  in  the  conflict,  after 
which  Rogabaw  followed  the  route 
to  Burhampoor ;  here  too,  being  pur¬ 
fued,  Modajee  fled  to  Elichpoor,  to 
his  ancient  friend  Ifhrnael  Khan,  and 
Rogabaw  o  the  northward,  to  fo- 
licit  the  protedfion  and  affjftance  of 
Hindu  flan.  On  their  flight  from 
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Biddour,  Derria  Bye  took  with  her 
the  boy  Ruggojee,  and  about  eight 
thoufand  of  her  own  troops,  and 
threw  herfelf  into  the  protection  of 
the  nabob,  and  marched  with  him 
after  Rogabaw,  as  far  as  the  Nur- 
budda,  and  from  thence  back  to  Ber- 
hampoor. 

Derria  Bye  ufed  to  encamp  be¬ 
tween  the  nizam’s  army  and  that 
of  the  Mahrattas,  which,  fince  the 
death  of  Turmuck  Mama,  was  com¬ 
manded  by  Hurry  Pundit  Turkia. 
At  this  place,  Sabajee  and  Ibrahim 
Khan  reprefen  ted  to  the  nabob,  that 
Derria  Bye  was  the  caufe  of  all  the 
family  difputes,  which  never  could 
be  at  an  end  till  fhe  was  delivered 
up,  with  her  treafure,  to  Sabajee. 
The  nabob  objected,  that  as  Ihe  was 
the  rannie  of  Janoojee,  and  had 
taken  his  protection,  it  would  appear 
famous  to  fend  to  attack  and  feize 
her  by  force  in  her  own  camp  ; 
where  befides,  {he  might  be  joined 
by  the  Mahratta  army  ;  but  gave 
his  confent  to  get  hold  of  her  by 
fome  contrivance  or  other.  Ibra¬ 
him  Khan  therefore  commenced  a 
negotiation  with  her,  to  make  up  all 
matters  between  her  and  Sabajee. 
A  day  was  fixed  for  their  both 
coming  to  fee  her.  They  came  with 
a  large  body  of  fepoys ;  and  as  foon 
as  they  were  got  within  the  camp, 
either  through  miftake,  or  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  difcovery  of  their  defign, 
they  began  firing  onher  people,  who 
were  unprepared  for  fuch  a  falutation. 
On  the  firff  alarm  fhe  and  Ruggojee 
mounted  the  horfes  of  the  guards, 
which  always  hand  ready  faddled 
before  their  tents,  and  efcaped  to  the 
lines  of  Hurry  Pundit.  While  Ibra¬ 
him  fulfilled  his  own  and  the  ni¬ 
zam’s  views,  in  fecuring  the  trea¬ 
fure  and  valuables,  the  camp  too 
was  plundered  by  the  foldiers,  but 
little  fell  to  Sabajee’s  fhare,  except 


fome  horfes,  tents,  and  elephants. 
After  the  plunder  they  advanced  to¬ 
wards  the  Turkiah’s  encampment, 
who  got  ready  his  troops,  refufed 
to  give  up  Derria  Bye,  and  forbade 
their  further  approach.  Hurry* 
Pundit  did  this  merely  from  a  point 
of  honour,  for  he  Was  afraid  of  Go- 
pha  Bye,  and  knew  he  could  not 
proteCl  perfons  fo  nearly  connected, 
with  her  enemy.  He  therefore  ad- 
vifed  Derria  Bye  to  put  herfelf, 
with  Ruggojee,  into  the  hands  of 
Sabajee,  who,  in  return,  promifed 
them  fafety  and  kindnefs. 

The  rains  now  coming  on,  the 
army  was  broke  up,  the  nizam 
marching  to  his  own  country,  the 
turkiah  to  Poonah,  and  Sabajee, 
with  Derria  Bye  and  Ruggojee,  to 
Nagpoor.  On  the  road  he  befieged 
Akovvlah,  and  railed  confiderable 
contributions  from  Kurunkare  and 
Calapoor,  forts  belonging  to  Ifh- 
mael  Khan,  on  account  of  the  chout, 
and  becaufe  of  the  protection  he  of¬ 
fered  to  Modajee. 

Modajee  remained  all  this  time 
at  Elichpoor,  where  he  was  drove 
to  great  diitrefs,  and  was  much  re¬ 
lieved  by  the  hofpitality  of  Ifhmael 
Khan.  His  people  even  hopped  him 
one  day  in  the  bazar  market  for 
pay,  and  on  his  abufing  them,  three 
patans,  who  had  followed  his  for¬ 
tunes  without  any  return,  fell  on 
him,  wounded  him  feverely  in  the 
back,  cut  off  his  thumb,  and  killed 
his  fon-in-law,  at  the  expence  of 
their  own  lives. 

Ifhmael  Khan  alTifted  him  during 
his  illnefs,  and  promifed  his  utmofl 
fupporr,  when  the  feafon  for  com¬ 
mencing  the  campaign  began.  Ra~ 
gonapt  Row  was  now  in  the  north¬ 
ern  parts,  and  received  but  a  cool 
reception  from  Scindiah  and  Hoi- 
kar,  the  two  principal  firdars  in 
thofe  diftriCbs ;  but  hearing  of  Mo. 
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dajee’s  misfortunes,  be  difpatched 
Afoph  Ally,  with  his  fepoys,  and 
fuch  others  as  he  could  pick  up  in 
the  wav,  to  affift  him  in  the  reco- 
very  of  Nagpoor. 

Afoph  Ally  was  reckoned  a  brave 
and  excellent  officer,  and  Modajee 
was  under  the  greatcil  obligations 
to  him  on  this  and  on  many  former 
occafions.  He  had  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  by  his  bravery  with  Roga- 
naut  Row,  and  now  by  his  zeal  in 
Modajee’s  caufe,  on  which  he  was 
lent,  at  his  own  inftigation,  not 
only  from  a  view  of  reinftating 
Modajee,  but  for  bringing  the  prof- 
pe<5ls  of  his  mafter  into  a  better  fitu- 
ation,  By  the  acceffion  of  fo  confi- 
derable  a  country  as  Nagpoor  to 
his  intereft.  His  activity  in  pre¬ 
paring  every  thing  was  fuch,  that 
Modajee  often  laid,  that  if  ever  he 
got  the  raje,  it  would  be  owing  to 
him,  and  fwore  to  him  that  he 
would  divide  it  with  him.  Iftimaei 
Khan  too  exerted  all  his  power  to 
fend  him  into  the  field  in  the  moil 
xefpedtable  manner,  thereby  incur¬ 
ing  the  difpleafure  of  his  mafter  the 
nizam,  who  was  known  to  patro¬ 
nize  the  intereft  of  Sabajee.  After 
the  rains  they  marched  to  Belah,  fix 
cofs  from  Nagpoor,  where  they  were 
met  by  Sabajee,  and  a  very  complete 
victory  gained  by  the  latter  ;  near 
()000  of  the  former  being  killed. 
It  was  fo  complete,  that  many  paid 
him  compliments  on  the  occafion, 
and  they  purfued  the  enemy,  who 
were  difperfed  on  all  fides.  Sabajee 
happened  to  be  with  the  party  who 
furrounded  his  brother ;  who,  at¬ 
tended  only  by  about  100  follow¬ 
ers,  and  knowing  Modajee  by  his 
long  beard,  called  out  to  fpare  his 
life,  as  he  advanced  up,  waving  his 
hand  to  fave  him  ;  when  his  ele¬ 
phant  came  almoft  up  to  Modajee, 
the  latter  levelled  his  piece  at  him, 
and  (hot  him  dead  on  the  fpot.  It 
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is  fai’d,  the  only  excufe  given  for 
Modajee,  on  this  occafion,  is,  that 
fomebody  called  out,  “  what!  do 
you  intend  to  wear  your  brother’s 
chains 

The  fardars,  after  the  purfuit, 
coming  to  pay  their  congratulations, 
found  their  mafter  dead,  and  his 
brother,  with  Ruggojee  (who  ac¬ 
companied  Sabajee  in  the  adlion)  in 
his  room.  Some  were  for  revenos 
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mg  Sabajee’s  death,  when  Jaage 
Khan,  the  brother  of  Modajee 
Khan,  a  perfon  of  great  influence, 
advifed  them  to  fettle  all  differences, 
by  making  Modajee,  or  his  fon, 
rajah.  Sabajee’s  body  was  fent  to 
Nagpoor,  where  his  wife,  another 
niece  of  Tarah  Bye,  mounted  the 
funeral  pile  along  with  it.  The 
brave  Afoph  Ally  was  found  defpe- 
rately  wounded  among  heaps  of 
ilain,  when  he  had  defended  Mo¬ 
dajee,  and  was  with  difficulty  re¬ 
covered.  Sabajee’s  death  happened 
in  December  1774.  His  difpo- 
fition  was  extremely  gentle  and 
eafy. 

Ruggojee  was  now  proclaimed 
rajah,  and  his  father  tranfacted  all 
bufmefs  in  his  name.  He  has  an¬ 
other  fon  named  Chimnajee  $  and 
Sabajee  has  a  fon,  feven  or  eight 
years  old,  who  remained  at  Nag¬ 
poor,  with  Derria  Bye,  in  a  ftate 
of  confinement.  Modajee  was  now 
employed  in  reftoring  order  to  the 
government,  and  eftablifhing  his 
authority  as  far  as  was  in  his  power; 
but  moil  places  flood  out  till  he 
fhould  get  the  full  confirmation  of 
the  nabob  and  peftiwa. 

Bimbajee  was  inclined  to  Moda¬ 
jee’s  party,  but  remained  quiet  at 
Ruttenpoor.  After  Modajee’s  ac¬ 
ceffion,  he  came  to  Nagpoor  in 
177  5,  both  to  congratulate  him, 
and  in  hopes  the  raje  was  only  be¬ 
tween  the  two  brothers,  a  large 
portion  of  it  might  be  granted  to 

him. 
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him.  In  the  latter  part  of  his  er¬ 
rand,  he  did  not  find  Modajee  fo 
attentive  as  he  wifhed,  but  he  flili 
gave  him  fome  hopes.  While  Bim- 
bajee  refided  with  his  brother,  an 
other  ftorm  threatened  the  latter. 
Both  the  nizam  and  regency  at 
Poonah  were  highly  incenfed  at 
the  death  of  Sabajee,  the  manner  of 
which  being  related  in  the  moft 
aggravating  terms.  The  nizam, 
in  particular,  had  a  perfonal  regard 
for  him,  and  was  highly  offended  at 
feeing  his  rebellious  fervant,Ifhmael 
Khan,  have  fo  great  afhare  in  dif- 
pofing  of  the  rajahfhip  of  Nagpoor. 
He  therefore  marched  againft  Mo¬ 
dajee,  and,  on  his  approach,  the 
latter  retired  from  Nagpoor. 

The  court  of  Poonah  too  iffued 
their  thunders  on  the  occafon,  but 
they  had  employment  elfewhere  for 
their  troops.  The  nabob  gave  it 
out  that  his  motive  for  invading  the 
country  was  to  expel  Modajee  ut¬ 
terly,  and  to  fet  up  the  fon  of  Sa¬ 
bajee,  as  the  perfon  approved  of  by 
the  pefhwa.  But  his  real  defign 
was  to  raife  fome  money  from  Mo¬ 
dajee,  and  to  crufh  the  power  of 
Ifhmael.  Modajee  retreated  to  Ka- 
towl  and  Amore,  and  was  followed 
by  the  nabob,  where,  rather  than 
rifque  a  battle,  hefent  his  dewan  to 
negotiate  a  peace.  It  was  agreed 
that  a  very  confiderable  fum  fhould 
be  paid  to  the  nizam,  that  Modajee 
fhould  abandon  the  interefl  of  Ifh¬ 
mael,  whilft  the  nabob  fhould  re¬ 
duce  him  ;  and  that  he  fhould  de¬ 
liver  up  the  ftrong  fortrefs  of  Gur 
Gawaeb,  near  Elichpoor,  to  the 
nabob,  after  his  marching  out  of  his 
country.  Thefe  terms  being  agreed 
on,  he  vifited  the  nabob,  by  the 
mediation  of  Ibrahim  Khan,  and 
continued  with  him  fome  time. 
Ibrahim  Khan  had  been  in  the  Eng- 
lifh  fervice,  and  rofe  to  the  rank  of 
commandant,  or  fubidar,  which  he 


quitted,  and  afterwards  entered  in¬ 
to  that  of  the  nabob’s. 

He  commanded  a  large  body  of 
troops,  difciplined  in  the  European 
manner,  and  he  had  near  ei^ht 
thoufand  Abyflinian  flaves,  which 
he  had  purchafed  at  Surat,  and  train¬ 
ed  as  a  body  of  horfe.  This  perfon 
had  rofe  by  degrees  in  the  nabob’s 
fervice,  by  means  of  the  dewan 
Myr  Moofah  Khan  Rookun-al- 
Dowlah;  but  fince  the  latter  perfon 
had  officiated  in  faving  his  enemy, 
Ifhmael  Khan,  at  Elichpoor,  from 
the  deftruffion  which  he  had  plan¬ 
ned  for  him,  he  bore  him  a  moft 
inveterate  enmity  ;  in  confequence 
of  his  ill  offices  with  the  nabob, 
Myr  Moojah  Khan  declined  much 
in  favour,  fo  that  a  plan  was  laid  for 
cutting  him  off,  which  was  execut¬ 
ed  at  a  private  audience. 

Ibrahim  Khan  having  now  got 
all  power  into  his  own  hands,  and 
being  rid  of  the  only  perfon  who 
had  patronized  Ifhmael  Khan,  he 
ftimulated  the  nabob  againft  him, 
and  engaged  him  to  take  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  crufhing  him.  On  this 
occafon  Afoph  Khan  reprefen  ted  to 
Modajee  the  fituation  of  his  friend, 
and  the  dilemma  which  perhaps  his 
attachment  to  him  had  helped  to 
bring  on  him,  offering,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  go  to  his  affiftance,  which 
Modajee  refufed,  for  fear  of  offend¬ 
ing  the  nabob.  Ifhmael  being  now 
abandoned  by  the  only  perfon  whom 
he  had  hopes  from,  or  who  was  able 
to  fupport  him  againft  the  force  of 
Ibrahim  Khan,  determined  to  throw 
himfelf  on  the  nabob’s  clemency. 
On  his  arrival  in  camp,  he  was  re¬ 
fufed  audience,  unlefs  by  the  medi¬ 
ation  of  Ibrahim  Khan,  which  he 
efteeming  a  difgracc  to  perfons  of 
his  rank  and  family,  refufed  with 
fome  indignation,  faying  “  he  would 
not  be  introduced  by  that  fepoy 
Elis  fall  was  before  determined,  fo 
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this  perhaps  only  hadened  his  fate. 
His  encampment  was  of  about  fix- 
teen  hundred  men,  the  reft  being 
left  at  Elichpoor;  thefe  were  in  the 
night  furrounded  by  the  nabob’s 
troops,  and  the  artillery  began  to 
play  on  them  ;  all  but  a  very  few 
run  off,  and  Ifhmael,  with  about 
feventy  of  his  countrymen,  rallied 
forth  to  meet  Ibrahim  Khan,  and 
died  at  the  feet  of  his  elephant.  On 
this  the  nabob  proceeded  to  Elich¬ 
poor,  which  he  took  poffeflion  of, 
with  the  treafure  and  family  of  the 
imfortunate  Ifhmael,  whilft  Moda- 
jee  was  a  tame  fpeftator  of  thefe 
tranfa&ions.  The  nabob,  having 
gained  all  his  ends,  now  marched 
back,  and  Bimbajee  proceeded  with 
Modajee  as  far  as  Nagpoor,  where 
he  took  his  leave  about  the  begin- 
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nmg  of  the  rains  1795. 

The  fort  of  Gaweab,  according 
to  agreement,  was  to  be  delivered 
over  to  the  nizam,  on  his  marching 
out  of  the  country  ;  but  Modajee, 
■well  knowing  that  it  was  an  affair 
of  too  little  confequence  to  bring 
his  army  back,  at  fuch  an  immenfe 
expcnce,  declined  it ;  nor  has  he 
yet  finished  him  in  that  refpefl. 

The  nabob  taking  leave  of  Mo¬ 
dajee,  he  advifed  him  to  gain  the 
favour  of  court,  by  the  difmiflion  of 
Yufuph  Ally,  as  Gopha  Bye  had 
frequently  wrote  to  him  to  fend  her 
his  head.  Modajee  had  alfo  appli¬ 
cations  to  the  fame  purpofe  from 
this  , enraged  woman.  He  repre- 
fented  the  infamy  fuch  a  ftep  would 
bring  on  his  name,  but  promifed  to 
difmifs  Yufuph  Ally  from  his  fer¬ 
vice  and  country,  and  privately 
agreed  that  Hurry  Pundit  might 
attack  him  as  foon  as  he  left  his 
frontiers,  on  his  way  to  join  Roga- 
baw,  of  which  he  engaged  to  give 
proper  intelligence.  On  fettling 
accounts  there  were  fome  difputes 
about  the  arrears  and  fervices  of 


Yufuph  ;  feveral  lacks  were  due  to 
him,  and  a  fmall  part  of  which  was 
paid,  and  bonds  were  given  for  the 
red,  his  uncle  Wolley  Mahommed 
remaining  behind  for  its  receipt. 

On  his  route  he  was  attacked  by 
Hurry  Pundit,  and  obliged  to  re¬ 
treat  back  -to  Modajee’s  country, 
where  he  was  afterwards  feized  at 
an  entertainment,  by  Modajee’s  or¬ 
ders,  his  whole  treafure  plundered, 
and  he,  with  his  uncle,  delivered  to 
Gopha  Bye,  who  blew  them  both 
from  a  gun.  Whether  this  was  to 
conciliate  the  favour  of  the  Poonah 
court,  or  to  get  rid  of  the  debts 
due  to  this  officer,  and  to  feize  his 
treafure,  it  mull  be  acknowledged 
to  be  a  mod  ungenerous,  ungrate¬ 
ful,  and  bafe  tranfaftion,  confider- 
ing  his  great  attachment  and  emi¬ 
nent  fervice,  with  the  obligation  he 
laid  under  to  him.  He  immediately 
after  this  bufinefs  received  the  tee- 
kah  from  the  pefliwa  as  the  reward 
of  this  fervice,  and  was  received 
into  great  favour. 

In  the  latter  end  of  1775,  Bim¬ 
bajee  again  went  on  a  vifit  to  his 
brother,  at  the  celebration  of  the 
marriage  of  Ruggojee,  who  was 
then  about  his  feventeenth  year. 
During  his  day  there,  which  was 
many  months,  he  had  continually 
folicited  his  difmiflion,  and  was  fo 
often  put  off  with  frivolous  exeufes, 
that  he  had  apprehenflons  about  his 
liberty.  Modajee’s  behaviour  and 
propofals  alfo  gave  him  fome  alarm; 
he  obliged  him  to  give  him  five 
guns,  which  he  had  in  Ruttenpoorj 
and  afked  him  to  adopt  Chimnagee, 
his  fecond  fon,  as  his  heir,  in  preju¬ 
dice  to  his  own  fon,  who  was  by  a 
woman  of  another  cad  :  he  alfo,  fe¬ 
veral  times,  propofed  to  him  to  give 
up  Ruttenpoor,  & c.  to  Chimnagee, 
and  to  come  and  refide  at  Chandah, 
which  he  would  give  him  in  ex- 
change  ;  well  knowing  that  place, 
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being  fo  long  his,  he.  fhould  have 
him  completely  in  his  power,  while 
thofe  remote  and  independent  di- 
ftriCts  would  be  fecured  to  him  by 
his  Ton.  All  thefe  made  Bimbajee 
very  uneafy  in  his  prefent  fituation; 
and  it  is  even  laid  he  came  away  with¬ 
out  leave,  and  got  out  of  Modajee’s 
power  before  he  could  prevent  him. 
Modajee  has  not  lince  received  any 
moleftation,  either  from  abroad  or 
at  home :  He  is  very  much  difliked 
by  the  country. 

Derria  Bye,  impatient  of  the 
circurnfcribed  power  which '  die 
now  is  confined  to,  has  been  in¬ 
triguing  with  the  nizam,  with  Poo- 
nah,  with  Ruggojee,  and  with  ma¬ 
ny  of  the  chiefs  of  the  country, 
who,  venerating  the  memory  of  Ja- 
nojee,  are  much  at  her  devotion, 
and  widi  to  fee  her  better  provided 
for.  She  is  now  very  narrowly 
watched,  as  well  as  Sabajee’s  fon, 
whom  die  has  taken  to  live  with 
her,  and  all  her  letters  and  corre- 
fpondence  carefully  examined.  She 
has  attached  herfelf  much  to  young 
Ruggojee,  whom  die  calls  her  fon. 

Bimbojee,  from  the  nature  of  his 
lad  departure,  and  treatment  while 
at  Nagpoor,  not  expecting  much 
from  Madajee’s  frienddiip,  has  en¬ 
deavoured  to  fupport  himfelf  as 
much  as  poffible  againft  his  attempts. 
He  therefore  fent  Raiban,  a  confi¬ 
dential  fervant  of  his,  to  negotiate 
for  him  at  Poonah,  and  did  not 
fcruple  to  fay,  that  he  ought  to  have 
the  raje  with  Modajee.  This  per- 
fon  was  difcovered  by  Ruggojee, 
and  Dewajee,  dewan,  to  have  feve- 
ral  private  converfations  with  form; 


of  the  principal  people,  which  be¬ 
ing  communicated  to  Modijee,  in¬ 
flamed  his  fufpicions  much  againft 
his  brother.  He,  fince  that,  has 
feveral  times  been  invited  to  go  to 
Nagpoor,  but  as  often  declined  it  ; 
when  Modajee,  through  pretence 
of  going  to  worfhip  at  Bamtigin  in 
May  1777,  marched  fuddenly  to 
the  frontiers  of  Ruttenpoor.  Pur-, 
wal  Sing,  the  rajah  of  Damdab,  im¬ 
mediately  collected  his  people,  and 
fent  off  his  effects  towards  our  coun¬ 
tries.  Modajee,  inftead  of  pro-  ‘ 
ceeding  further,  fent  Nureffee  Jac- 
kuk  to  perfuade  him  to  come,  tell¬ 
ing  him  he  only  came  to  meet  him, 
as  he  had  expected  him,  and  that 
they  would  go  together  againft 
Mundlah.  Bimbajee  had  Jackuk 
delayed  on  the  road  by  the  Dumdah 
rajah,  and  alfo  deferred  giving  him 
audience  for  many  days,  till  he  col¬ 
lected  the  forces  of  this  country, 
put  his  place  in  a  pofture  of  defence, 
and  made  ready  to  fend  off  his  ef¬ 
fects.  This  was  intended  to  gain 
time,  and  alfo  to  fliew  the  ambaffa*. 
dor  he  was  prepared  for  him.  Jackup 
returned  without  effeCi,  and  Gul 
Mirzah  Khan  and  Shah  Mahom- 
med  Khan  came,  and  had  no  better 
fuccefs  in  bringing  about  an  inter¬ 
view,  as  Bimbajee  was  diffuad- 
ed  from  it  by  Derria  Bye,  Rug¬ 
gojee,  and  feveral  of  the  principal 
people  about  Modajee.  Modajee, 
as  the  rains  were  coming  on,  thought 
proper  to  return  back  ;  however  he 
itill  continues  his  injunctions  and 
invitations  to  Bimbajee  to  viiithim, 
which  the  latter  is  determined  never 
to  comply  with. 
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An  Account  gfGHOLAUM  Hossein  Khan,  Author  of  a  very  valuable 
and  interesting  Work ,  intitled  tc  Seir  Mutakharin ,  or  a  View  of 
Modern  Times  f  translated  from  the  Persic  Original. 
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This  work  comprizes  a  civil  hiftory  of  Hinduftan,  from  the  death  of  Aurengzebi 
to  A.  D.  1781,  together  with  a  particular  account  of  the  Englilh  conquefts,  and  a 
critical  examination  of  the  Englilh  government  and  policy  in  Bengal.  The  author 
treats  thefe  important  fubjedls  with  a  freedom  anti  fpirit,  and  with  a  force,  clearnefs, 
and  fimplicity  of  ftyle,  very  unufual  in  an  Afiatic  writer,  and  which  juftly  entitle 
him  to  pre-eminence  among  Afiatic  hiftorians.  This  work  is  little  known  even  to 
Orientalifts  but  by  name.  In  our  fucceeding  volumes  we  prepofe  to  make  our  readers 
familiar  with  it.  The  public  will  naturally  be  curious  to  know  the  fentiments  of  an 
independent  native  of  Hinduftan,  endowed  with  a  great  fhareof  penetration,  fagacity, 
knowledge,  and  fpirit,  refpedfing  our  conqueft  of  his  country,  and  the  policy  purfued 
by  our  government  in  Bengal  previous  to  the  year  1781.  In  the  mean  time  the  fol¬ 


lowing  fhort  account  of  the  author’s  life, 
proportional  degree  of  intereft. 

Shah-Jehan-Ab  ad  was  my 
native  place,  as  well  as  that  of 
my  father  and  mother,  and  of  all 
my  paternal  and  maternal  anceftors. 
The  former  defeended  from  the 
pofterity  of  Haffan,  by  a  branch 
fprung  from  Hibrahim,  one  of  thole 
who  received  the  firname  of  Teba- 
teba,  and  who  was  one  of  the  molt 
iiluftrious  perfonages  of  that  holy 
race.  He  quitted  the  city  of  Me¬ 
dina,  and  took  up  his  refidence 
near  the  fepulchre  of  the  glorious 
martyr  Aliy.  His  defeendants  re- 
lided  for  a  long  feries  of  ages  upon 
that  holy  fpot.  Two  ages  ago, 
one  of  them  travelled  into  Hin¬ 
duftan,  where  he  took  up  his  abode, 
firft  in  Deihy,  and  afterwards  in 
Shah- jehan- Abad.  My  maternal 
anceftors  were  Seids  of  the  branch 
of  Mooftain,  defeended  from  that 
iiluftrious  ftcck  Seid  Ahmed,  fon 
to  Moofla,  grandfon  to  Jaaffer, 
who  is  fo  renowned  in  Shiraz,  the 
capital  of  Pars*,  under  the  appel¬ 
lation  of  Shah  Khirah.  One  of  his 


written  by  himfelf,  will  be  perufed  with  a 


pofterity  came  to  fettle  in  Hinduf¬ 
tan,  from  whom  was  defeended 
Seid-Zin-al-abdin,  my  maternal 
grandfather,  who  was  fon  to  Ally 
Verdi  Khan’s  aunt.  At  his  death 
his  mother  undertook  to  execute 
the  directions  left  by  Seid-Zin-al- 
abdin.  Thefe  directions  were  to 
get  her  daughter  married  as  foon 
as  poftible.  This  daughter  was  my 
mother.  After  fne  and  my  father 
married,  they  retired  to  her  houfe, 
where  they  lived  feven  years  upon 
the  favings  which  my  father  had 
earned  in  the  fervice  of  Azeem 
Shah.  About  this  period,  that  is, 
in  the  year  1 140  of  the  Plejirah,  I 
was  born  at  Shah-Jehan-  Abad ;  and 
about  two  years  afterwards,  my 
mother  brought  into  the  world  my 
brother,  Seid  Ally  Nakhy  Khan* 
I  was  five  years  old,  and  my 
brother  three,  when  my  grand¬ 
mother,  having  fold  a  houfe  at  Shah- 
Jehan- Abad,  quitted  that  city, 
and,  taking  with  her  her  whole 
family,  including  her  two  married 

daughters 


*  Pars  is  the  name  given  to  a  province  of  the  ancient  empire  of  Iran;  from  this 
Word  the  Greeks  derived  that  of  Perils,  by  which  they  denominated  the  whole  em¬ 
pire  j  and  hencp  the  modem  word  Perfia. 
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daughters  and  their  hufbands,  fhe 
repaired  to  Moorfhedabad,  the  ca¬ 
pital  of  Bengal,  where  Ally  Verdi 
Khan  was  then  employed  in  the 
ferviceof  the  Nizam,  Shujah  Khan. 

Soon  after  her  arrival  at  Mocr- 
Ihedabad,  fortune  began  to  favour 
our  family.  Ally  Verdi  Khan  was 
appointed  governor  of  Azam-abad, 
whither  my  father  accompanied 
hi  m,  and  where  our  family  have, 
to  this  dav,  lived  in  affluence,  dig¬ 
nity,  and  fplendor  :  for  the  houfes 
..  v  *• 

we  bought,  and  the  lands  we  ac- 
quired  by  purchase,  gift,  or  other-  t 
wife,  during  the  adminiftration  of 
Ally  Verdi  Khan,  are  to  this  day 
in  our  po hellion. 

In  the  year  1 188  of  the  Hejirah, 

I  was  induced,  unfortunately,  to 
become  fecurity,  for  a  conhderable 
amount,  for  a  zimindar,  who  already 
owed  me  the  higheft  obligations, 
and  from  whom  I  little  expefted 
fuch  a  return,  and  fo  much  perfidy 
as  I  met  with.  In  confequence  of 
his  mifconduH,  I  was  called  upon 
by  government  to  pay  60,000  ru¬ 
pees  on  his  account,  which  was  the 
fum  for  which  I  became  bound. 
This  demand  coming  upon  me  unex¬ 
pectedly,  I  was  obliged  to  fell  my 
jewels  and  plate,  to  the  amount  of 
81,000  rupees,  and  to  makeup  the 
balance  by  borrowing  it  from  a 
banker.  In  this  way  I  faved  my- 
felf  from  the  feverity  with  which  I 
would  have  been  treated  by  the 
Englifh  government,  to  whom  the 
money  Was  due,  and  from  the  ftill 
more  unfeeling  rigour  of  the  aumils, 
mutfuddies,  and  other  revenue  offi¬ 
cers,  who  feemed  to  wrait  with  a 
malicious  anxiety  for  the  fignal 
front  government  to  feize  my  whole 
property.  I  was  obliged  to  put 
into  the  banker's  hands,  as  a  fecu- 
tity  for  the  money  I  had  borrowed, 
the  portion  of  land  which  I  pof- 
felled,  and  to  endeavour  to  procure 


feme  other  means  of  fubfiftence. 
But  I  was  unable  to  get  any  em¬ 
ployment,  notwithstanding  all  the 
intereft  and  all  the  inquiries  which 
my  friends  made  in  my  behalf. 
At  la  ft  it  pleafed  fortune  to  give 
me  a  friend  in  General  God¬ 
dard,  a  man  of  merit  fo  confpi- 
cuous  as  to  need  no  praife,  and 
whofe  kindnefs  and  generality  to 
me,  as  well  as  to  many  of  my 
countrymen,  entitle  him  to  my  lad¬ 
ing  gratitude.  Such  a  character  is 
not  often  met  with  among  the 
Englifh  in  I'linduftan. 

He  was  about  this  time  appointed 
reftdent  at  Chunnar-eur ;  foon  after 
which  he  came  to  Azam-abad, 
where  he  made  feme  ftay.  Being 
an  old  acquaintance,  I  went  to  fee 
him.  He  had  the  kindnefs  to  in¬ 
quire  about  my  affairs ;  and  he 
heard,  with  cordial  concern,  the  ca¬ 
lamity  which  had  befallen  them. 
(i  I  am  truly  forty,’'  faid  he,  uto 
hear  what  has  happened  j  but,  as  I 
fee  no  likelihood  of  yout  getting 
employment  here,  you  had  better 
come  along  with  me,  and  we  (hall 
live  upon  what  we  can  get/'  I 
cheerfully  accepted  the  propofal, 
looking  upon  it  as  one  of  thefecret 
refources  which  Providence  had 
kept  in  ftore  for  me.  I  accordingly 
got  myfelf  ready,  and  followed 
him  to  Chunnar.  But  on  General 
Goddard's  arrr,  al  there,  he  found 
that  the  ftation  to  which  he  had 
been  appointed  was,  in  refpedl  of 
emolument,  much  below  what  hd 
had  reafon  to  expeft,  and  indeed 
fcarcely  Efficient  to  defray  his  ne- 
cellary  expencesi  This  cireum-- 
ftance  difabled  him  from  affiliing 
me  as  he  wi filed  5  but  he  committed 
to  my  care  whatever  concerned  the 
revenue  matters  of  that  town.  He 
alfo  allotted  for  my  accommodation 
an  excellent  houfe,  which  had  been 
fitted  up  for  himfelf,  and  lent  his 

X  Qj?  own 
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own  boats,  amongft  which  was  his 
own  budgeronv ,  to  fetch  my  wife 
and  family.  When  they  arrived 
he  gave  them  a  penfion  of  300  ru¬ 
pees  a-month.  After  behaving  to 
me  in  this  very  handfome  manner, 
it  was  natural  in  him  to  receive 
my  vi fits  with  that  particular  dif- 
tinflion  which  he  fhewed  me. 

1  have  already  obferved  that 
General  Goddart’s  income  at  Chun- 
nar  was  much  below  his  expendi¬ 
ture  :  In  confequcnce  of  this  he 
now  determined  to  relinquifh  his 
fituation,  to  get  permifljon  to  enter 
the  fervice  of  Affof-ud-Dowla, 
having  heard  that  that  prince,  dif- 
fatisfed  with  his  old  troops,  had 

i  r 

difmilfed  them,  and  intended  to 
raife  a  new  army,  the  difciplining 
of  which  he  wifhed  to  commit  to 
the  charge  of.  an  Englifh  officer  of 
rank.  My  friend  conceived  that 
fuch  an  employment  would  he  more 
fuitable  to  his  turn  of  mind  than 
the  ftation  he  held  at  Chunnar ; 
and  that  it  would  likewife  prove 
more  profitable  both  to  himfelf  and 
me.  But  as  he  had  no  acquaintance 
with  Mr.  John  Briftow,  who  was 
then  the  Englifh  minifter  at  Luck¬ 
now,  he  did  not  think  it  proper  to 
make  any  perfonal  application  to 
him  on  the  fubjeff.  On  his  alking 
my  opinion  of  the  matter,  I  pro- 
pofed  that  he  fhould  give  me  a  let¬ 
ter  to  another  Englishman,  a  friend 
of  Mr.  Briftow’s,  to  whom  by  that 
means  I  would  find  a  ready  intro¬ 
duction  ;  and  thereby  be  able  to 
found  him,  in  regard  to  the  object 
in  view,  without  mentioning  his 
name.  Of  this  he  approved  ;  and 
giving  me  the  letter  to  the  gentle¬ 
man  at  Lucknow,  he  wifhed  me  a 
fuccefsful  journey. 

I  left  my  family  at  Chunnar, 
and  with  a  few  attendants  only,  I 
fet  out  for  Feiz-abad  and  Luck¬ 
now.  As  Jaunpur  was  in  the  road, 


I  flopped  at  that  city  for  a  few 
days,  having  underftood  that  it  had 
become  the  refidence  of  the  illuftri- 
ous  and  venerable  Seid-Mahmed- 
Afkhefy,  of  whom  I  had  heard  fo 
much.  I  fent  to  defire  leave  to  pay 
him  a  refpedful  vifit.  Being  ad¬ 
mitted  to  his  prefence,  I  ipent  up¬ 
wards  of  two  hours  with  him.  His 
converfation  delighted  rye,  even 
beyond  what  I  expedited  :  It  was 
replete  with  the  many  excellencies 
for  which  he  was  celebrated  ;  and 
I  took  my  leave  of  him,  fully  fa- 
tisfied  that  fame  in  her  encomiums 
had  fallen  Abort  of  what  I  had  feen 
and  heard.  To  this  day  I  remem¬ 
ber  his  venerable  afpefl  and  en¬ 
chanting  converfation,  and  they 
have  made  fuch  an  impreffion  on 
my  mind,  that  I  muft  fufpend  the 
narrative  of  my  own  actions,  to 
give  the  reader  a  glimpfe  of  the 
talents  and  virtues  which  adorned 
that  diftinguifhed  man. 

He  was  of  a  family  of  Seids,  that 
ranked  for  many  ages  amongft  the 
moft  refpeffable  of  that  feed,  in  the 
city  of  jaunpur. 

This  Seid  of  virtuous  difpofition 
and  fine  genius  wrote  a  book  of 
poetical  morality,  all  the  rules 
of  which  he  extracted  from  his 
own  practice  ;  fo  that  this  book  was 
a  commentary  on  his  life.  Very 
different  this  from  the  generality  of 
moralifts,  whofe  principles  and  prac¬ 
tice  are  completely  at  variance 
who  preach  up  the  utility  of  moral 
condufl,  yet  lead  a  life  of  fin.  His 
fpeech  was  fuch,  that  it  feemed  to 
flow  from  the  fountain  of  wifdom  ; 
and  his  advices  and  counfels  were 
fo  many  remedies  againft  ficknefs 
and  forrow  of  heart. 

He  poffeffed  a  very  extenfive 
knowledge,  graced  with  fo  much 
modefty,  that  he  in  ft  ruffed  all  who 
converted  with  him,  without  mak¬ 
ing  them  feel  their  own  inferiority. 

He 
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He  lived  contented  upon  a  frnall 
income,  without  a  with  to  increafe 

»•  . 

It  is  true  he  was  not  regularly 
initiated  in  the  iciences  ;  but  the 
richnefs  of  his  mind,  and  the 
ftrength  of  his  judgment,  amply 
fupplied  that  want.  By  the  force 
of  his  own  genius*  he  had  become 
a  repofitory  of  all  the  fciences, 
praftieal  as  well  as  a  b  ft  raft.  Ko 
wonder  then  that  his  houfe  was  re- 
forted  to  by  all  the  learned  perfons 
of  that  city  and  neighbourhood, 
and  by  numbers  who  travelled  thi¬ 
ther  from  diftant  countries,  being: 
learned  themfelves,  or  pofleffing  a 
love  of  knowledge. 

The  natural  turn  of  his  mind 
was  to  candour  and  modefty  ;  fo 
that  he  was  as  forward  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  merit  of  others,  as  he  was 
ftudious  to  conceal  his  own.  He 
gave  his  time  to  reading  leftures, 
\vhich  is  the  nobleft  of  all  occupa¬ 
tions  ;  the  nobleft  and  moll  plea- 
ling  of  all  being  to  bring  to  light 
the  treafures  of  hidden  knowledge. 
Whenever  any  one  introduced  in 
his  pretence  a  difeourfe  in  difpraife 
of  a  man’s  charafter,  either  direftly 
or  indireftly,  he  had  too  much  po- 
litenefs  to  ftop  or  reprimand  him  ; 
but  he  would  with  great  addrefs, 
and  a  peculiar  felicity,  turn  the  dif¬ 
eourfe  to  another  fubjeft,  without 
giving  the  fpeaker  the  fmaileft  of¬ 
fence.  This  venerable  man  died 
at  the  age  of  feventy. 

But  it  is  now  time  to  return 
from  this  digreftion  to  my  own  nar¬ 
rative.  On  my  arrival  at  Luck¬ 
now  I  was  introduced  to  Mr. 
Briftow,  to  whom  I  explained  the 
objefts  of  my  journey.  Perceiving 
that  he  thought  favourably  of  it, 
I  at  laft  informed  him  of  General 
Guddard’s  intention.  He  gave  his 
confer\t ;  and  after  having  obtained 
that  of  the  Nabob  Aflbf-ud-Dow- 


la,  he  wrote  to  the  council  at  Cal¬ 
cutta  on  the  fubjeft.  After  forne 
time  the  council  gave  their  confent 
likewife  ;  and  Mr.  Briftow  feut  for 
me  to  inform  me  of  it.  Rejoiced 
at  my  journey  having  proved  fuc- 
cefsful,  I  haftened  to  inform  the 
general  of  the  happy  refult  of  my 
negotiation,  and  immediately  quit¬ 
ted  Lucknow.  He  had,  however, 
been  already  informed  of  the  circum- 
ftance,  and  had  received  the  per- 
miiTion  of  the  council  at  Calcutta 
to  repair  to  Lucknow.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  fet  out  for  that  city  by 
the  poll,  and  left  boats  and  every 
convenience  to  convey  my  family 
thither  ;  fo  great  was  his  kindnefs 
for  me,  and  fo  great  his  folicitude 
about  whatever  concerned  my  wel¬ 
fare.  Pie  was  fo  particularly  at¬ 
tentive  as  to  fend  me  notice  of  his 
departure,  and  of  the  orders  he  had 
left.  This  letter  he  intruded  to  a 
fpecial  meffenger,  whom  he  direft- 
cd  to  look  out  for  me  on  the  road, 
in  order  to  give  me  the  letter  :  I 
did  not,  however,  receive  the  letter 
until  my  arrival  at  Jaunpur.  I 
then  returned  to  Lucknow,  together 
with  my  family,  where  1  refided 
ten  months  more,  during  which 
time  my  generous  friend  ailifted  me 
with  feveral  fums  of  money, 
amounting  in  ail  to  10,000  rupees. 
I  lived  partly  with  him  :  and  the 
time  was  now  come  for  his  being 
employed,  when  my  fcheme  was 
entirely  overthrown. 

Mr.  Briftow  was  recalled  by  an 
order  from  the  Governor  in  council, 
and  Mr.  Middleton  was  fent  to  re¬ 
place  him,  at  the  court  of  Affof- 
ud-Dowla.  But  this  gentleman, 
with  whom  the  general  was  inti¬ 
mately  acquainted,  and  from  whofe 
friendlhip  he  expefted  much,  de¬ 
clared  himfelf  againft  the  fcheme 
he  had  fet  up.  A  diffolutiqn  of 
their  friendlhip  was  the  confe- 
+  0^3  quence: 
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join  the  army  in  the  Decan.  I 
then  returned  again  to  Azam-abad; 
"and  having  about  this  time  receiv¬ 
ed  from  tome  friends  a  fum  of  mo¬ 
ney  that  enabled  me  to  fupport  my 
family  comfortably,  I  fat  down  in 
quiet  and  contentment  to  compofe 
the  Seir  Mutakharin. 


A  Character  of  Assof-ud-Dowla,  the  late  Nabob  of  Oude , 

(Tranfiated  from  the  Seir  Mutakharin.) 


Having  fpoken  of  the  miniflers 
of  the  court  of  Lucknow,  I  mufc 
lay  fomething  of  the  private  life  of 
its  prince ;  and  1  mult  acknowledge, 
that  though  I  had  frequent  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  covering  with  Affof-ud- 
Dowla,  and  of  examining  his  beha¬ 
viour,  he  did  not  appear  deftitute  of 
fenfe.  This,  after  all,  is  nothing 
but  what  has  been  faid  in  former 
times  by  the  famous  teacher  of 
wifdom  *,  in  his  renowned  Mefne- 
vi— u  The  hawk’s  keen  light,  and 
his  ftrength  of  pinion,  as  well  as 
the  genius  of  man,  are  all  fo  many 
gracious  gifts  of  the  Almighty  a.r- 
tift  upon  his  own  work.” 

Affor-ud-Dowla  took  delight  in 
affociating  with  the  lowed  and  mod 
worthlefs  characters,  though  you 
might  occafionally  fee  him  in  con- 
verfation  with  men  of  birth  and 
talents.  He  feemed  occupied  en¬ 
tirely  with  his  amufements ;  in 
dances,  rnufic,  and  fenfual  pleafures, 
he  fpent  his  time,  without  the  lead 
regard  to  decency,  and  without 
any  fenfe  of  fhame.  As  to  thofe 
infamous  fecret  practices  to  which 
he  had  the  meannefs  to  addict  him- 

*  This  famous  teacher  of  wifdom  was  Mo u la na  Jelaleddin,  a  Turk  oF 
Natolia,  who  wrote  in  Perfian  verfe  a  Treatife  of  Ethics,  known  by  the  title  of  Mef 
nenji.  This  book  is  held  in  high  efieem  all  over  the  Ead,  w  here  it  is  in  geneial  lung 
in  companies,  or  read  in  recitative.  There  are  two  or  three  MejneHois  belides,  by 
Other  Turkilh  writers ;  but  none  of  them  are  fo  highly  praifed  as  this  one. 


felf,  without  either  fcruple  or  re- 
rnorfe,  and  with  fuch  a  feminine  ar¬ 
dour,  he  difguifed  them  fo  well  in 
his  difcourfes,  and  in  his  public 
behaviour,  that  he  might  have 
been  fuppofed  quite  unacquainted 
with  that  abominable  vice.  It  has 
been  remarked  that  he  would  fotne- 
times  throw  his  handkerchief  to  the 
flouted  of  his  muiketeers,  or  to  the 
bravvnied  of  his  archers. 

He  fpent  his  mornings  in  going 
from  garden  to  garden,  and  from 
feat  to  feat,  where  he  a  mu  fed  hirru 
ielf  in  looking,  at  his  elephants, 
and  every  third  day  he  made  them 
fight  together.  Thefe  amufements 
were  fo  delightful  to  him,  that  they 
engroded  his  whole  foul.  There 
was,  however,  another  thins:  in 
which  he  feemed  to  take  pleafure  ; 
this  was  promoting  marriages.  Sa- 
lar-Jung,  his  uncle,  had  promifed 
one  of  his  daughters  to  Mukhtar- 
ed-Dowlah,  for  his  fon,  but  the 
match  had  been  broken  off  by  the 
difgrace  and  fubfequent  death  of 
the  latter.  AfTof-ud- Dowla  be¬ 
ing  informed  of  this  circumftance, 
prevailed  on  the  bride’s  father,  by 

dint 


quence  :  and  a  per feCi  coldnefs  took 
place  between  them.  The  effesfts 
of  this  difag  reement  being  eafily 
forefeen,  I  took  my  leave,  and  re¬ 
turned  to  Azam-abad.  I  foon  af¬ 
ter  accompanied  General  Goddard 
to  Calcutta,  where  I  remained 
with  him  until  he  was  ordered  to 
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dint  ofintreaties,  to  go  on  with  the 
match ;  and  he  likewife  undertook 
to  furnith  the  whole  expence  of 
the  ceremony,  which  he  according¬ 
ly  did,  and  conduced  the  whole 
with  vafl  pomp  and  magnificence. 
He  had  fuch  a  lingular  predilection 
for  amufing  himfelf  in  this  way, 
that  whenever  he  heard  of  a  mar¬ 
riage  being  intended,  he  would  fend 
his  compliments  to  the  parents,  re¬ 
queuing  their  permiffion  to  perform 
the  part  of  one  of  them  himfelf,  and 
to  appoint  one  of  his  courtiers  to 
p'erform  the  part  of  the  other ;  nor 
would  he  give  over  his  attendance 
until  the  match  was  brought  to  a 
final  conclulion.  He  once  under¬ 
took  the  marriage  of  Cairn  Khan, 
fuperintendant  of  his  elephants ; 
and  I  happening  to  be  prefent  at 
the  time,  received  his  highnefs’s 
commands  to  attend  perfonally  and 
perform  my  part. 

As  Alfof-ud-Dowla  was  addic¬ 
ted  to  pleafures  which  none  but 
women  could  have  thought  of,  fo 
he  had  alfo  the  ficklenefs  of  a  wo¬ 
man.  Amongfl  the  Have  boys 
brought  up  in  Sujah-ud-Dowla’s 
houfe,  there  was  one  called  Imaum 
Bakfh,  of  a  quarrelfome  difpofition 
and  very  bad  morals.  Whilfl  Af- 
fof-ud-Dowla  was  yet  a  youth, 
that  fellow  became  one  of  his  favou¬ 
rites,  in  refpeCf  of  that  particular 
propenfity  to  which  he  was  a  have, 
But  the  old  nabob  being  informed 
of  the  connexion  that  fubfifted  be¬ 
tween  his  fon  and  this  Have  boy, 
as  well  as  of  the  perpetual  infolen- 
cies  and  exceffes  which  the  latter 
committed  on  account  of  the  favour 
he  enjoyed,  he  ordered  him  to  be 
confined  in  irons,  in  which  he 
would  probably  have  long  remained, 
had  not  fame  principal  courtiers 
fuppheated  his  highnefs  to  difmifs 
and  banifli  him,  a  requell  which 
was  granted.  The  man  fled  to 
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Tanda,  where  he  kept  himfelf 
concealed,  but  where  he  found 
means  to  keep  up  a  correfpondenee 
with  his  young  mailer,  who,  on  the 
death  of  his  father,  and  his  confe- 
quent  acceffion  to  the  mufnud,  im¬ 
mediately  fent  him  letters  of  recal. 
To  the  amazement  of  every  one,  he 
appointed  him  to  high  offices :  and 
as  by  the  death  of  Mukhtar-ud- 
Dowla,  and  the  refignation  of 
Mahbub  Khan,  there  were  feveral 
bodies  of  Telingas  left  without 
commanders,  amounting  to  about 
30  or  40,000  men,  he  gave  him  the 
command  of  that  whole  army.  A 
promotion  altogether  fo  unmerited, 
and  the  elevation  of  fo  mean  and 
worthlefs  a  man  toj  a  fituation  of 
fo  much  dignity  and  honour,  could 
not  but  excite  the  indignation  and 
contempt  not  only  of  every  officer 
of  the  army,  but  of  every  perfon  in 
his  dominions.  By  thefe  means 
this  flave  boy  was  raifed  to  a  de¬ 
gree  of  power,  to  which  the  ambi¬ 
tion  of  no  commander  of  the  army, 
and  no  grandee  of  the  court,  had 
ever  before  afpired.  I  remember 
to  have  been  feveral  times  in  his 
company,  and  to  have  had  fome 
converfation  with  him,  and  I  pro- 
tell  I  never  faw  any  one  fo  vile 
and  fo  vicious  :  I  never  knew  any 
one  fo  dellitute  of  all  fhame  both 
in  words  and  actions.  Had  he 
been  honefl,  and  free  from  vice,  the 
qualities  of  his  mind  might  perhaps 
have  fitted  him  for  the  flation  of  a 
menial  fervant  at  two  rupees  per 
month.  Yet  this  man’s  favour  and 
power  rofe  to  fuch  a  height,  that  no 
Id's  a  perfon  than  Ha  dan  Rezza 
Khan,  the  minifter,  was  afraid  of 
his  influence,  and  flrove  to  be  upon 
good  terms  with  him.  But  when 
he  had  thus  arrived  at  the  fum- 
mit  of  fo  much  power  and  gran¬ 
deur,  Aflbf-ud-Dowla’s  heart  all  at 
once  changed  towards  him;  and  a 
X  0^4  few 
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few  days  after  my  departure  from 
Lucknow,  became  fo  tired  of  his 
company  and  per  Ton,  that  he  order¬ 
ed  him  to  be  banifned  his  domini¬ 
ons,  half  naked  and  on  foot,  ftrick- 
ly  forbidding  every  one  to  ftipply 
his  wants*  Guards  were  fent  to 
his  lodgings,  and  his  whole  proper¬ 
ty  was  confifcated. 

By  confffcations  like  this,  as 
Well  as  by  various  other  means, 
Affof-tid-Dowla  mud  have  ama fi¬ 
fed  confiderable  treafures;  yet  he 
betrayed  the  utmofc  averfion  at 
parting  with  any  of  his  money,  ex¬ 
cept  to  pay  his  favourite  rnen  and 
boys.  Whenever  any  one  befides 
was  bold  enough  to  a  only  to  him 
for  his  pay,  he  from  that  moment 
became  his  enemy;  nor  could  he 
ever  bedr  to  hear  of  any  demands 
of  this  fort.  Some  time  before  my 
arrival  at  Lucknow,  feveral  officers 
and  others  had  gone  to  the  nabob 
in  a  body-,  and  folicited,  and  receiv¬ 
ed  their  arrears  or  pay.  Many  of 
tiiefe,  knowing  the  character  of  Af- 


fof-ud-Dowla,  had  the  prudence 
immediately  to  difappear  ;  butfome 
others  havinp-  ventured  to  remain  a 
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fhort  time  at  Lucknow,  and  all 
feixed,  without  any  caufe  being  af- 
figned  for  fuch  a  ftep,  and  tied, 
one  by  one,  to  the  mouth  of  a  can¬ 
non,  from  which  they  were  blown 
away.  This  dreadful  execution 
happened  during  my  ft  ay  in  Luck¬ 
now  ;  It  alarmed  all  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  not  only  of  that  city,  but  of 
the  furtounding  country  ;  fo  that  in 
a  few  days  afterwards  the  Ghofain 
Takyr,  a  military  commander  of 'a 
high  character,  feizing  a  favourable 
moment,  quitted  the  camp,  and 
with  Iris  arms  and  baggage  proceed¬ 
ed  acrofs  the  country  to  Nedjif 
Khan,  to  whom  he  offered  his  fer- 
vices.  In  the  fame  manner  all  the 
defeendants  and  relations  of  Saadut 
Khan  and  Abul  Manfur  Khan, 
found  means,  one  after  another,  to 
quit  Lucknow,  and  to  repair  to 
Nedjif  Khan’s  camp. 


The  above  account  of  Alfof-ud-Dowla,  written  by  a  man  celebrated  in  Hindu- 
ftan  for  his  impartiality  and  accuracy,  will  give  our  readers  a  juft  idea  of  the  enor¬ 
mous  profligacy  and  cruelty  of  that  abandoned  tyrant,  who  does  not  appear  to  have 
poileffed  a  (ingle  good  quality. 

- — — - - - 

Authentic  Anecdotes  of  the  Life  of  Maj,  Gen.  Claud  Martin. 


Gf.n.  Martin,  a  man  fo  well 
known  in  India,  both  by  his  ec¬ 
centricity  and  his  riches,  was  the 
fon  of  a  filk  manufacturer  at  Lyons, 
In  Trance,  in  which  city  he  was 
born,  and  in  which  fome  ol  his  fa¬ 
mily  ft  ill  rende. 

At  an  early  age  he  expreffed  a 
diflike  to  follow  his  father’s  inac¬ 
tive  p  role  (lion,  and  determined  to 
choofe  one  more  congenial  to  his 
difpofition.  He  accordingly  inlift. 


ed  in  the  French  army,  and  foon 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  fo  much,  that 
he  was  removed  from  the  infantry 
to  the  cavalry,  and  afterwards  ap¬ 
pointed  a  trooper  in  Count  Lally’s 
body  guard,  a  fmali  corps  of  f elect 
men,  that  was  formed  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  accompanying  that  officer  to 
Pondicherry,  of  which  place  he  had 
then  been  appointed  governor. 

Soon  after  Lally’s  arrival  at 
Pondicherry,  he  began  to  exercifc 
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his  power  wifh  fuch  oppreffive  fe. 
verity,  and  to  enforce  the  difcipline 
of  the  arm/  with  fuch  a  rigid  mi- 
nutenefs,  that  his  conduct  excited 
the  difguft  and  deteftation  of  the 
whole  fettlement.  Several  remon- 
ftrances  were  drawn  up  againft  him, 
and  tranfmitted  to  F ranee ;  and  many 
officers  of  diftinffion  threw  up  their 
appointments.  He,  neverthelefs, 
perfevered  in  his  injudicious  fyftem 
of  difcipline,  with  an  unremitting 
ftricknefs,  unmindful  of  the  reprefen- 
tations  of  fome  officers  who  were  in 
his  confidence,  and  totally  blind  to 
the  dangers  he  was  thus  foolifhly 
drawing  on  himfelf,  till  it  was  too 
late  to  avert  them.  Though  he  muft 
have  been  fenfible  that  he  had  loft 
the  affections  of  the  army,  yet  he 
feemed  not  aware  of  the  confe- 
quences  to  which  that  lofs  might 
lead.  The  troops  were  fo  diftatis- 
Fed,  that  when  the  Englifh  army 
laid  fiege  to  Pondicherry,  great 
numbers  deferted  from  the  garrifon  ; 
and  at  l'aft  his  own  body  guard 
went  over  in  a  body  to  the  enemy, 
conveying  their  horfes,  arms,  &c. 
along  with  them.  This  corps  was 
well  received  by  the  Englifh  com¬ 
mander,  by  whom  Martin  was  foon 
noticed  for  the  fpirit  and  ability 
which  he  difplayed  on  many  occa- 
fions.  On  the  return  of  the  Britifh 
army  to  Madras,  after  the  furren- 
der  of  Pondicherry,  Martin  obtain¬ 
ed  permiffion  from  the  Madras  go¬ 
vernment  to  raife  a  company  of 
chafteurs  from  amongft  the  French 
prifoners,  of  which  he  got  the 
command,  with  the  rank  of  enfign 
m  the  Company’s  fervice. 

A  few  weeks  after  he  received 
this  appointment,  he  was  ordered 
to  proceed  with  his  chafteurs  to 
Bengal.  On  their  paftage  thither, 
the  fhip  on  which  they  were  em¬ 
barked  fprung  a  leak,  and  Martin, 
by  great  fortitude  and  perfeve ranee, 
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but  with  much  difficulty,  faved 
himfelf  and  fome  of  his  men  in  one 
of  the  Flip’s  boats.  The  fhip  foun¬ 
dered  off  point  Gaudavar,  (the 
promontory  which  feparates  the 
coaft  of  Coromandel  from  that  of 
Oriffa;)  and  from  thence  Martin  and 
his  men  proceeded  in  the  Flip’s  boat 
to  Calcutta,  which  place  they  reach¬ 
ed,  after  furmounting  many  dan¬ 
gers,  and  great  hardFiips. 

He  was  received  with  much 
kindnefs  by  the  Bengal  govern¬ 
ment,  appointed  a  cornet  of  caval¬ 
ry,  in  which  fervice  he  continued 
until  he  had  rifen  by  regular  fuc- 
ceffion  to  the  rank  of  captain  in  the 
line,  when  he  got  a  company  of  in¬ 
fantry. 

Shortly  after  this  promotion,  he 
was  employed  by  government  to 
furvey  the  north-eaft  diftriffs  of 
Bengal,  being  an  able  draftfnian, 
and  in  every  refpeff  well  qualified 
for  that  purpofe.  When  he  had 
completed  his  journey  of  the  north- 
eaft  dift riffs,  he  wras  fent  to  Oude, 
in  order  to  affift  in  Firveying  that 
province.  While  employed  in  this 
fervice,  he  refided  chieFy  at  Luck¬ 
now,  where  he  amufed  himfelf  in 
fhewing  his  ingenuity  in  feveral 
branches  of  mechanics,  and  his  (kill 
in  gunnery,  which  gave  the  Na¬ 
bob  Vizir  Sujah-ud-Dowla  fo  high 
a  notion  of  the  value  of  his  fer- 
vices,  that  he  folicited  and  ob¬ 
tained  permiffion  from  the  governor 
and  council  of  Calcutta  to  appoint 
him  fuperintendant  of  his  artillery 
park  and  arfenal.  Martin  was  fo 
well  fatisfied  with  this  appoint¬ 
ment,  and  with  his  profpeffs  in  the 
fervice  of  the  nabob  vizir,  that  he 
propofed  to  the  governor  and  coun¬ 
cil  to  relinqufth  his  pay  and  al¬ 
lowances  in  the  Company’s  fervice, 
on  the  condition  of  his  being  per¬ 
mitted  to  retain  his  rank,  and  to 
continue  in  the  fervice  of  the  vizir. 

This 
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This  propofal  was  complied  with  ; 
and  from  this  his  fubfequent  prof- 
peri  ty  commenced. 

He  was  now  admitted  into  the 
confidence  of  the  vizir  ;  and  in  the 
different  changes  which  took  place 
in  the  councils  of  his  highnefs,  as 
well  as  in  the  various  negotiations 
with  the  Englifh  government,  he 
was  his  fecret  advifer.  He  feldom, 
however,  appeared  at  the  durbar ; 
and  he  never  held  any  oftenfible 
fituation  in  the  adminiftration  of 
the  vizir’s  government ;  but  we 
have  reafon  to  believe  that  few 
meafures  of  importance  were  adopt¬ 
ed,  without  his  advice  being  pre- 
vioufly  taken.  Hence  his  influence 
at  the  court  of  Lucknow  became 
very  confiderable,  not  only  with 
the  vizir,  but  with  his  minifters  ; 
and  that  influence  was  the  fource 
of  the  immenfe  fortune  which  he 
amaflfed.  Befides  a  large  falary, 
with  extenflve  emoluments  annexed 
to  it,  he  ufed  to  receive  from  the 
^nabob  frequent  prefents  of  confi¬ 
derable  value.  And  when  any  of 
the  nabob’s  minifters,  or  other 
men  of  confequence  about  court, 
had  any  particular  meafure  to  carry 
with  their  mafter,  or  perfonal  fa¬ 
vour  to  aik  of  him,  it  was  their 
cuftom  to  go  privately  to  Martin, 
and  obtain  his  intereft  in  their 
eaufe,  by  offering  him  handfome 
prefents,  which,  if  he  was  at  times 
induced  to  refufe,  he  took  due  care 
to  procure  from  them  ultimately  by 
other  means  an  adequate  compenfa- 
tion . 

During  the  freign  of  Aflfof-ud- 
Dowla,  father  of  the  prefent  vizir, 
Martin  made  a  confiderable  fum 
of  money,  by  encouraging  that 
prince’s  take  for  the  productions  of 
Europe,  with  which  he  undertook 
to  fupply  him.  Another  mode  by 
which  he  realized  money  was,  by 
eftablifhing  an  extenflve  credit  with 
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the  fhroffs,  or  bankers,  in  Oiide  and 
the  adjacent  provinces  ;  fo  that  no 
public  loan  could  be  made  without 
his  having  a  fhare  in  it.  The  ex¬ 
traordinary  degree  of  favour  and 
credit  which  he  thus  acquired  in 
the  vizir’s  dominions,  induced  all 
defcriptions  of  people  to  repofe  in 
him  fuch  an  implicit  confidence, 
that  in  times  of  public  commotion, 
they  flocked  to  him  from  all  quar¬ 
ters,  to  depofit  their  moveable  pro¬ 
perty,  which,  on  the  condition  of 
paying  him  twelve  per  cent,  on  its 
full  value,  he  engaged  to  fecure, 
and  to  return  to  them  on  demand. 
This  alone  mult  have  been  a  fource 
of  immenfe  profit,  in  a  country 
where  for  upwards  of  twenty  years 
of  his  refidenee  in  it,  perfonal  pro- 1 
perty  was  fo  often  expofed  to  dan- 
ger. 

The  vaft  riches  which  he  at  la  ft 
accumulated  by  thefe  various  and 
Angular  modes,  he  does  not  appear 
to  have  laid  out  with  a  very  gene¬ 
rous  fpirit.  He  is  faid,  indeed,  to 
have  been  hofpitable  to  the  Englifh 
gentlemen  who  refided  at  Lucknow; 
but  his  table  was  little  calculated 
to  invite  his  acquaintance  to  it, 
either  by  the  elegance  of  the  enter¬ 
tainment,  or  the  conviviality  that 
prefided  at  it.  Very  few  inftances 
have  come  to  our  knowledge,  of 
his  private  bounty  and  benevolence. 
He  is  faid  to  have  aflifted  his  fami¬ 
ly  at  Lyons,  by  occafionally  remit- 
ing  fmall  fums  of  money,  and  by 
his  will  he  has  left  them  25,0001. 
But  the  principal  objeft  of  his  am¬ 
bition,  and  wifh  of  his  heart,  feems 
to  have  been  to  amafs  immenfe  trea- 
fures,  in  order  to  gratify  himfelf 
by  the  pofifeffion  of  them  while  he 
lived  ;  and  by  bequeathing  almoft 
the  whole  of  them  on  his  death, 
to  the  fupport  of  pious  inftitutions, 
and  public  charities,  to  leave  behind 
him  the  reputation  of  a  philanthro- 
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pift.  Bat  every  fenfible  reader 
will  judge  of  his  title  to  that  name, 
not  from  the  bequefts  of  his  will, 
but  from  the  actions  of  his  life. 

After  having  lived  twenty-live 
years  at  Lucknow,  he  had  attained, 
by  regular  fucceffion,  the  rank  of 
lieutenant-colonel  in  the  Company’s 
fervice. 

-At  the  commencement  of  the 
war  with  Tippoo  Sultan  in  1790, 
he  prefented  the  Company,  at  his 
private  expence,  with  a  number  of 
fine  horfes,  fufficient  to  mount  a 
troop  of  cavalry.  He  was  foon 
afterwards  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
colonel  in  the  Company’s  army, 
which  object  the  prefent  of  the 
horfes  was  obvioufly  defigned  to 
obtain. 

In  179C,  when  the  Company’s 
officers  received  brevet  rank  from 
his  Majefty,  Martin  was  included 
in  the  promotion  of  colonels  to  the 
rank  of  major-general. 

Some  years  before  this  period,  he 
had  finifhed  a  fpacious  dwelling- 
houfe  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
Goomtee,  in  the  building  of  which 
.he  had  been  iong  employed.  This 
curious  edifice  is  conftrudted  entire¬ 
ly  of  ftone,  except  the  doors  and 
window  frames.  The  ceilings  of  the 
different  apartments  are  formed  of 
elliotic  arches,  and  the  floors  made 
of  fiucco.  The  bafement  ftory 
comprifes  two  caves  or  receffes 
within  the  banks  of  the  river,  and 
level  with  its  furface  when  at  its 
lowefi:  decreafe.  In  thefe  caves  he 
generally  lived  in  the  hot  fealon, 
and  continued  in  them  until  the 
commencement  of  the  rainy  feafon, 
when  the  increafe  of  the  river 
obliged  him  to  remove.  He  then 
afeended  another  ftory,  to  apart¬ 
ments  fitted  up  in  the  manner  of  a 
grotto  ;  and  when  the  further  rife 
of  the  river  brought  its  furface  on 
a  level  with  thefe,  he  proceeded  up 


to  the  third  ftory,  or  ground  floor, 
which  overlooked  the  river  when 
at  its  greateft  height.  On  the 
next  ftory  above  that,  a  handfome 
faloon,  raifed  on  arcades,  projecting 
over  the  river,  formed  his  habitation 
in  the  fpring  and  winter  feafons.  By 
this  ingenious  contrivance  he  pre¬ 
fer  ved  a  moderate  and  equal  tem¬ 
perature  in  his  houfe  at  all  feafons. 
In  the  attic  ftory  he  had  a  mufasum, 
well  fupplied  with  various  curiofi- 
ties  :  and  over  the  whole  he  eredted 
an  obfervatory,  which  he  furnifhed 
with  the  belt  aftronomical  inftru- 
ments.  Adjoining  to  the  houfe 
there  is  a  garden,  not  laid  out 
with  tafte,  but  well  filled  with  a 
variety  of  fine  trees,  ftirubs,  and 
flowers,  together  with  all  forts  of 
vegetables. 

In  his  artillery  yard,  which  was 
fituated  at  fome  diftance  from  his 
houfe,  he  eredled  a  fleam  engine, 
which  had  been  fent  to  him  from 
England ;  and  here  he  ufed  to 
amufe  himfelf  in  making  different 
experiments  with  air  balloons. 
After  he  had  exhibited  to  fome  ac¬ 
quaintances  his  firft  balloon,  the 
vizir  Affof-ud-Dowla  requefted  he 
would  prepare  one  large  enough  to 
carry  twenty  men.  Martin  told 
his  highnefs  that  inch  an  experi¬ 
ment  would  be  attended  with  eon- 
fiderable  hazard  to  the  lives  of  the 
men  :  upon  which  the  vizir  re¬ 
plied,  “  Give  yourfelf  no  concern 
about  that  —  be  you  fo  good  as 
make  a  balloon.”  The  experiment, 
however,  was  never  tried. 

Beftdes  his  houfe  at  Lucknow, 
he  had  a  beautiful  villa,  about  fifty 
miles  from  thence,  fituated  on  a 
high  bank  of  the  Ganges,  and  fur- 
rounded  by  a  domain,  of  almoft 
eight  miles  in  circumference,  fome- 
what  refembling  an  Englifh  park. 
Here  he  ufed  occafionally  to  retire 
in  the  hot  feafon. 

In 
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In  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he 
Laid  out  a  large  fum  pf  money  in 
conftrudting  a  Gothic  c  a  file,  which 
he  did  not  live  to  finifh.  Beneath 
the  ramparts  of  this  caftle  he  built 
cafements,  fccured  by  iron  doors 
and  gratings  thickly  wrought. 
The  lodgments  within  the  walls  are 
arched  and  barred,  and  their  roofs 
completely  bomb-proof.  The  caftle 
is  furrounded  by  a  wide  and  deep 
ditch,  fortified  on  the  outer  fide 
by  ilockades,  and  a  regular  cover¬ 
ed-way  ;  fo  that  the  place  is  fuffi- 
ciently  pro  tedded  to  refill  the  at¬ 
tacks  of  any  Afiatic  power.  With¬ 
in  the  caftle  he  built  a  fplendid 
maufoleum,  in  which  he  was  in¬ 
terred  ;  and  on  a  marble  tablet 
over  his  tomb  is  engraved  the  fol¬ 
lowing  infcription,  written  by 
himfelf  fome  months  before  his 
death 

HERE  LIES  CLAUDE  MARTIN  : 

HE  V.'AS  BORN  AT  LYONS  A.  D.  1732; 

HE  CAME  TO  IN  El  I A  A  PRIVATE  SOLDIER, 
AND  DIED  A  MAJOR-GENERAL. 

During  the  iaft  fifteen  years 
of  his  life,  he  was  much  affiidted 
with  the  ftone  and  gravel;  and 
difliking  to  undergo  the  ufual  fur- 
gical  operation  for  that  complaint, 
his  ingenuity  fuggefted  to  him  a 
method  of  reducing  the  ftone,  fo 
curious  in  itfelf,  and  fo  difficult  in 
the  execution,  that  we  fhouid  have 
doubted  the  truth  of  the  fadl,  were 
it  not  attefted  by  the  pofitive  evi¬ 
dence  of  feveral  gentlemen  of  the 
firft  refpeffiability.  He  took  a  ve¬ 
ry  fine  fteel  wire  of  about  a  foot 
lonu,  one  end  of  which  he  cut  in 
the  manner  of  a  file.  The  wire, 
thus  prepared,  he  introduced  by  a 
catheter ,  through  the  urethra ,  into 
the  bottom  of  the  bladder,  where 
the  ftone  was  feated.  When  he 
found  the  wire  touch  the  ftone,  he 
gently  worked  the  wire*  up  and 
down,  fo  as  to  give  it  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  a  file  ;  and  this  he  continued 


to  do  for  four  or  live  minutes  at  a 
time,  until  the  pain,  which  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  the  wire  produced,  was  fo 
excruciating,  that  it  obliged  him 
to  withdraw  it.  But  finding  that 
fmall  particles  of  the  ftone  dif- 
charged  along  with  the  urine,  after 
the  operation,  he  repeated  it  in 
the  fame  manner  from  time  to  time, 
till  in  the  courfe  of  twelve  months, 
he  fucceeded  in  completely  reducing 
the  ftone. 

This  circumftance  exhibits  a  cu¬ 
rious  and  remarkable  trait  of  the 
eccentricity  of  his  character.  The 
contrivance  was  in  itfelf  ingenious ; 
but  his  patience  and  perfeverance 
in  carrying  it  into  effedt  are  fo  ve¬ 
ry  extraordinary,  that  we  appre¬ 
hend  there  are  few  men  who,  in  a 
fimilar  fituation,  would  not  rather 
endure  the  complaint  than  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  remedy. 

Some  years  after  the  operation, 
gravelly  concretions  began  again  to 
form  in  his  bladder  ;  and  as  he  did 
not  choofe  to  try  the  wire  a  fecond 
time,  thefe  continued  to  increafe 
until  the  end  of  the  year  1800, 
when  they  finally  occafioned  his 
death. 

Though  he  lived  fo  long  a  time 
amongft  the  Englifh,  he  acquired 
but  an  imperfedt  knowdedge  of  our 
language;  notwithftanding  this, 
he  chofe  to  write  his  Will  in  Eng¬ 
lifh,  which  is  altogether  a  very 
fingular  produdtion  :  It  is  too  long 
for  infertion,  but  the  following  are 
its  principal  bequefts. — The  amount 
of  his  fortune  was  thirty-three  lacs 
of  rupees,  or  330,0001.  fterling. 
To  his  relations  at  Lyons  he  be¬ 
queathed  25,0001.  as  we  have  al¬ 
ready  noticed  :  And  he  left  the 
feme  fum  to  the  municipality  of  that 
city,  for  the  purpofe  of  appropriat¬ 
ing  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor 
within  their  jurifdidtion,  in  what¬ 
ever  manner  they  fhouid  think  fit. 
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For  the  fame  purpofe  he  bequeathed 
25,oooi.  to  the  city  of  Calcutta, 
and  the  like  fura  to  Lucknow.  To 
the  church  at  Chandernagore,  in 
Bengal,  he  bequeathed  15,0001.  as 
a  fund,  the  intereft  of  which  is  to 
be  appropriated  to  the  fupport  of 
the  eftablifhment ;  and  the  like  fum, 
to  be  laid  out  in  the  fame  manner, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Romifh  chapel 
at  Calcutta.  He  alfo  left  15,0001. 
to  endow  an  alms-houfe  for  poor 
children  at  Lucknow.  The  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  fortune,  (nearly  one 
half,)  he  left  in  legacies  to  the  wo¬ 
men  of  his  zananah,  and  his  prin¬ 


cipal  fervants.  The  will  concludes 
with  a  curious  expofition  of  the 
principles  by  which  he  regulated 
his  conduct  through  life.  He  avows 
that  felf- intereft  was  his  foie  mo¬ 
tive  of  adlion,  and  that  the  fins  of 
whichv  he  had  been  guilty  were 
very  great  and  manifold ;  and  he 
concludes  by  praying  for  forgive- 
nefs  of  God,  which  he  hopes  this 
ftncere  confefiion  of  his  wickednefs 
will  avail  to  obtain. 

Such  are  the  anecdotes  which 
we  have  collected  of  this  extraor¬ 
dinary  cnarafter. 


Biographical  Anecdotes  of  General  Perron. 


This  gentleman  came  to  India,  in 
quality  ©f  petty  officer  on  board  of 
a  lhip,  fome  time  before  the  arrival 
of  Monf.  Souffrein.  Having  tra¬ 
velled  into  the  upper  provinces,  he 
entered  into  the  fervice  of  the  Rana 
of  Gohud,  under  the  orders  of  Mr. 
Sangfter.  While  in  this  fervice,  on 
a  very  fmall  falary,  he  married  Ma- 
demoifelie  Deridan,  (filler  to  the 
officer  mentioned  in  our  laft,  who 
was  wounded  in  the  battle  at  Oujein) 
whofe  family  refided  at  Pondicherry. 
After  the  deft rutft ion  of  the  Rana, 
Mr.  Perron  entered  into  a  corps 
commanded  by  Mr.  Loftoneaux,  in 
the  fervice  of  Madhoojee  Schindiah. 
There  he  was  quarter-mafter-fer- 
jeant,  on  the  pay  of  ftxty  rupees  a 
month. 

When  Gholam  Cadir  was  taken  in 
attempting  to  efcape  from  Meerut, 
where  he  was  befieged  by  Ulee  Bu- 
hadoor,  Mr.  Loftoneaux  is  fuppofed 
to  have  got  poileffion  of  his  faddie, 
in  which  that  Rohelu  had  concealed 
all  the  valuable  jewels  which  he 
plundered  from  the  palace  at  Delhi. 


With  this  booty  Mr.  L.  made  his 
efcape  to  Europe;  and  having  alfo 
carried  off  the  money  affigned  for 
the  pay  of  his  troops,  Mr.  Pillet, 
whom  he  left  in  charge  of  them,  and 
of  his  purgunas,  being  unable  to 
fatisfy  the  demands  of  the  foldiery, 
was  expofed  to  the  imminent  danger 
of  his  life. 

After  the  defertion  of  Mr.  Lof¬ 
toneaux,  Mr.  Perron  received  from 
Rana  Khan,  Scindiah’s  general,  the 
command  of  a  battalion:  but  that 
battalion  being  reduced  on  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  army  into  cantonments, 
Mr.  Perron  found  himfelf  out  of 
employment.  Though  recommend¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  Montigny  to  Sumroo's 
begum,  his  applications  there  for 
fervice  were  in  vain,  as  her  troops 
were  already  fifteen  months  in  ar¬ 
rears. 

Soon  after  this  time,  General  De 
Boigne  having  begun  to  form  his 
brigade,  in  Scindiah’s  fervice,  gave 
to  Mr.  Perron  the  command  of  the 
Burhampoor  battalion.  He  acquit¬ 
ted  himfelf  in  this  ftation  to  the  fa- 

tisfadlion 
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tisfadlon  of  his  commander  ;  par¬ 
ticularly  at  the  battle  of  Patun,  in 
which  Xfmacl  Beg,  with  his  auxiliary 
Rajepoots,  maintained  a  doubtful 
conflict  with  De  Boigne’s  brigade, 
but  in  the  end  was  completely  over¬ 
thrown.  When  Ifmael  Beg  was 
befieged  in  Kanoor,  "Mr.  Perron 
commanded  the  detachment  of  Ge¬ 
neral  De  Boigne’s  corps  employed 
on  that  fervice.  And  there,  in 
making  fome  experiments  with 
hand-grenades,  one  of  them  burft  in 
his  hand,  which  was  fo  much  (bat¬ 
tered,  that  he  was  obliged  to  fub- 
mit  to  amputation.  Ifmael  Beg 
having  difcovered  in  the  garrifon 
an  intention  of  delivering  him  up 
to  the  enemy,  made  his  fubmiffion 
in  perfon  and  unconditionally  to 
Mr.  Perron.  And  it  is  much  to  his 
honour,  and  to  that  of  Mr.  De 
Boigne,  that,  notwithftanding  the 
dread  which  the  Mahrattas  always 
entertained  of  that  chief’s  efcape, 
and  the  delire  which  they  confe- 
quently  had  to  put  him  out  ,of  the 
way,  his  life  was  refpeded,  and  the 
terms  promifed  him  were  faithfully 
obferved,  not  only  by  Mahdajee 
Scindiah,  but  alfo  by  his  fucceffor. 

When  Mr.  De  Boigne  divided 
his  corps  into  two  brigades,  he  gave 
the  command  of  the  fird  to  Mr. 
Frimont,  and  that  of  the  fecond  to 
Mr.  Perron;  fo  that,  on  the  death 
of  Mr.  Frimont,  Mr.  Perron  be¬ 
came  the  fenior  officer  commanding 
a  brigade.  As  Mahdajee  Scindiah, 
a  little  time  before  his  death,  found 
himfelf  engaged  at  Poona  in  in- 
Irigues  which  required  the  fupport 
of  a  powerful  army,  Mr.  Perron, 
with  his  brigade,  was  fent  to  that 
quarter.  Thus  he  was  about  the 
perfon  of  Dovvlut  Row  Scindiah, 
from  the  time  of  his  accdhon  to 
the  mufnud;  and  having  gained  the 
prince’s  confidence,  he  was  appoint¬ 


ed,  when  Mr.  De  Boigne  retired  to 
Europe,  to  fucceed  him  in  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  three  brigades,  and 
in  the  management  of  the  country 
ailsgned  for  paying  them. 

Mr.  Pedron,  who  now  commands 
General  Perron’s  third  brigade, 
is  a  native  of  Hennebpn,  near  to 
L’Orient.  He  fervecl  the  nabob 
Sujah-ud-Dowla  at  Lucknow;  and 
after  the  French  were  difmifTed  from 
his  fervice,  he  entered  into  that  of 
Mooclujee  Bonfilu,  the  Rajah  of 
Burar.  When  Mr.  De  Boigne  was 
railing  his  brigade,  Mr.  Pedron  en¬ 
tered  into  it,  at  Mutra.  He  re¬ 
ceived  the  corn  million  of  lieutenant, 
and  foon  after  purchafed  that  of 
major. 

Mr.  Le  Chevalier  Drudrenec  is 
the  fen  of  a  naval  captain  in  the 
fervice  of  the  late  French  monarchy  „ 
Fie  is  reprefented  as  a  man  of  highly 
finifned  education,  and  of  agreeable 
manners.  He  has  long  been  in  the 
fervice  of  the  Holkur  family,  and 
held  of  them  the  purgunas  of  Tonk 
and  Rampoora.  We  have  feen  that 
he  was  lately  imprifoned  at  Kota, 
where  he  probably  Hill  remains. 

Abd-ool-rhuman  Khan,  who  was 
lately  honoured  with  the  title  of 
Shanuwaz  Khan,  was  a  Khmvas  and 
Hafrz-Lqoran  to  Shah  Alum.  He 
has  gradually  rifen  into  favour, 
fince  the  time  of  Gholam  Radir, 
and  is  at  prefent  very  much  in  the 
king’s  confidence. 

Raja  Shunkurnat  is  the  fon  of 
Raja  Ramnath,  who  was,  before  the 
reign  of  the  prefent  king,  Pefhkar 
of  the  Deewan-khas,  and  on  his 
acceilion  to  the  throne  was  created 
an  Omra,  with  the  title  of  Mirza' 
Raja.  His  fon,  the  perfon  in  quei- 
tion,  daily  pays  his  obeifance  to  the 
king,  bv  whom  he  is  regarded  in  a 
favourable  light,  owincr  to  the  re-* 
fped  the  king  had  for  his  father. 

Meer 


CHARACTERS. 
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Meer  Ghalib  Ulee  fir  ft  entered 
into  the  king’s  fervice  at  Allaha¬ 
bad,  on  a  falary  of  twenty  rupees 
a  month.  Bein^  a  fine  writer,  he 
infinuated  himfelf  into  the  good 
graces  of  the  king,  by  afiifting  him 
to  copy  the  Koran.  He  was  ap¬ 


pointed  daroghu  of  the  wardrobe, 
but  foon  difniiffed  for  rnal-admini- 
ftration.  However,  he  ft  ill  con¬ 
tinues  about  the  king’s  perfon,  and 
is  laid  to  aid  him  cccafionally  in 
compofing  and  writing  poetry,  as 
well  as  in  penning  his  letters. 


A  Character  of  BrWadier-General  John  Carnac. 

J  o 


General  Carnac  is  highly  ce¬ 
lebrated  in  the  hiftoricai  annals  of 
Britifh  India.  He  was  early  dif- 
tinguilhed  as  the  friend  and  com¬ 
panion  of  Lord  Clive,  whom  he 
accompanied  during  the  whole  of 
his  brilliant  career  in  Bengal,  and 
participated  in  the  glory  of  his 
conqueft. 

In  1760,  he  fucceeded  to  the 
command  of  the  forces  in  Bengal, 
and  on  the  !  5th  of  January  i'76  1, 
he  obtained  a  deciftve  viflory  over 
the  Shah  Zadah,  near  Behar,  which 
was  followed  by  the  furrender  of 
that  prince,  and  the  confequent  re- 
ftoration  of  tranquillity  throughout 
that  part  of  Hinduftan.  This  oc- 
cafton  likewife  furnifhed  him  with 
an  opportunity  of  difplaying  fome 
of  the  qualities  by  which  his  pri¬ 
vate  character  was  eminently  mark¬ 
ed.  Elis  generous  and  polite  hof- 
pitality  to  his  royal  prifoner  evinced 
the  urbanity  of  his  manners,  and 
the  kindnefs  of  his  heart. 

In  1767  he  came  to  England, 
and  foon  after  his  arrival,  obtained 
a  feat  in  parliament  for  the  borough 
of  Leominfter.  Attached,  how¬ 
ever,  to  a  military  life,  he  became 
weary  of  fpending  his  time  at 
home  in  unprofitable  leifure,  and 
applied  to  the-court  of  directors  for 
permiftion  to  return  to  India.  The 
directors  readily  accepted  the  fer- 


vices  of  fo  valuable  an  officer,  and 
appointed  him  fecond  member  of 
council,  and  fuccefior  to  the  chair, 
at  the  prefidency  of  Bombay  ;  with 
which  appointment  he  repaired 
thither  in  1776.  Whilft  he  filled 
the  ftation  of  member  of  council, 
his  conduct  was  equally  diftinguilh- 
ed  by  a  fedulous  attention  to,  and 
a  faithful  difeharge  of,  its  duties. 

His  mind  was  highly  cultivated, 
Ke  was  well  acquainted  with  claf- 
fical  literature,  and  had  a  turn  for 
fcientific  refearch  :  the  former 
gained  him  the  reputation  of  a  good 
fcholar  at  the  univerfity  of  Dub¬ 
lin  ;  and  the  latter,  in  his  more  ad¬ 
vanced  years,  was  a  fource  of 
amufement  to  himfelf,  and  inftruc- 
tion  to  his  friends. 

His  amiable  manners,  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  fociety,  will  be  acknow¬ 
ledged  in  India,  where  their  influ¬ 
ence  was  extenfivcly  felt.  They 
naturally  arofe  from  a  difpoution 
exceedingly  generous  and  humane. 
To  feek  for,  and  relieve  merit  in 
diftrefs,  occupied  a  great  part  of 
the  attention,  and  added  much  to 
the  felicity  of  his  later  years  j 
whilft  the  delicacy  with  which  he 
bellowed  his  cliaritics  rendered 
them  more  valuable  and  more  ufe- 
ful,  by  ftrengthening  the  gratitude 
which  they  excited. 

In  the  beeinning  of  October 

&  O 

1800, 
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1800,  his  health  began  to  decline, 
in  confequence  of  which  he  was 
induced  to  try  the  effe&s  of  a  (hort 
fea  voyage  from  Bombay  to  Mahe, 
on  the  coaft  of  Malabar.  He  re- 
lided  there  fome  weeks,  and  his 
health  received  benefit  from  the 
voyage.  But  on  his  paflage  back 
to  Bombay,  he  had  fo  fevere  a  re- 
lapfe,  that  it  was  thought  proper  to 


flop  at  Mangalore  for  medical  ad¬ 
vice  ;  and  he  there  received  every 
attention  which  friendfhip  and  pro. 
feflional  fkill  could  give  him.  But 
his  conftitution  was  completely  ex- 
haufted,  and  he  died  in  a  few  days 
at  the  advanced  age  of  84  years. 
He  was  interred  at  Mangalore  with 
the  molt  diftinguifhed  military  ho¬ 
nours. 


We  had  hoped  to  have  prefented  our  readers  in  this  Volume  with  a  Life  of 
Mr.  Orme,  the  Hiftorian ;  but  being  difappointed  in  obtaining  fome  interefting 
materials,  we  mufl  defer  it  until  our  next. 
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METEOROLOGICAL  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  WEATHER  AT  MADRAS, 
FROM  THE  1ST  OF  JAN.  TO  THE  3IST  OF  DEC.  I790. 


We  have  received  from  John  Chamier,  Efq.  who  refided  for  a  confiderable  time 
on  the  Coall  of  Coromandel,  the  following  Meteorological  Diary,  kept  by 
himfelf, fome years  ago,  at  Madras;  which  will  be  found  tifeful,  as  exhibiting 
a  correct  account  of  the  Climate  on  the  Sea-Coafi  of  the  Indian  Peninfula. 


I^ORT  ST.  GEORGE,  or  Ma¬ 
dras,  on  the  coaft  of  Coroman¬ 
del,  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  is  fituated  in 
lat.  13.  04.  North,  and  in  long.  80. 
33.  Eaft.-— The  walls  of  the  fortifi¬ 
cations  are  within  a  few  yards  of  the 
fea,  and  the  beach  is  nearly  South 
and  North ;  of  courfe,  whenever  the 
wind  is  to  the  eaftward  of  North 
or  South,  it  blows  from  the  fea. 

The  thermometer,  from  which 
the  annexed  obfervations  were 
made,  was  placed  in  a  room  mo¬ 
derately  expofed  to  the  weather. 
The  houfe  fronting  S.  E.  diftant 
about  a  mile,  in  a  ftraight  line 
from  the  fea. 

The  ftate  of  the  thermometer 
is  marked  at  fun-rife  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  at  noon,  and  at  midnight,  al¬ 
though  it  fometimes  happened  that 
the  obfervation  was  made  an  hour 
later  or  fooner  than  the  time  marked. 

It  mult  alfo  be  noted,  that  there 
was  another  thermometer  (made  by 
Ramfden)  in  the  fame  room,  which 
was  more  expofed  to  the  land-winds 


than  the  one  from  which  the  ob¬ 
fervations  were  made ;  it,  from 
that  reafon,  was  fometimes  a  degree 
or  more  higher  than  the  other,  which 
was  placed  at  afmall  diftance  from  it* 


Height  of  the  Thermometer  at  Madras % 


(From  the  Diary  of  John  Chamier,  Efq.) 


Month. 

Medium. 

Greateft. 

Leaft. 

Extreme 

difference. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Augtxft 

September 

October 

November 

December 

General  1 

MediumJ 

75  1 

76  6 

80  5 

83  2 

84  7 

87  9 
84  I 

82,  9 

82  9 
80  9 

77  8 

77  1 

80  9 

79  7 

82 

8.?  7 

89  7 

91  z 
94  3 

9i 

89  z 

89  7 

87  3 

83 

81  3 

87  1 

69  3 

70  6 
74 

77  7 

78  3 
81  7 

79  „ 

77  8 

78 

74 

7Z  3 
73 

77  5 

10  4 

11  4 

11  7 

12  0 

13  9 

12  6 
ia 

11  4 

11  7 

13  3 

10  7 

8  3 

11  6 

Hence  by  the  Diary  it  appears  the  me¬ 
dium  height  of  the  Thermometer  at 
Madras  is  80.9.  the  genera]  greateft  height 
87.1.  and  the  leak  75.5.  the  extreme  dif¬ 
ference  11J. 

This  table  was  conftrudted  from  near 
4000  obfervations,  made  in  an  interval  of 
between  3  and  4  years. 

In  finding  the  medium  height,  the  ex¬ 
tremes  w#e  not  compared,  but  the  me¬ 
dium  of  ail  the  obfervations  taktfh. 
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JANUARY,  1790. 


At  sun-rise. 

At 

NOON. 

At  midnight. 

£4 

Weather. 

Wind. 

1 

jTher.  j 

l 

j  Weather. 

Wind. 

U 

<u 

t  ryj 

t_ 

Weather. 

Wind. 

u 

CD 

A 

b 

1 

Clear 

NW 

74 

Clear 

NE 

78 

Clear 

WNW 

7  6 

2 

Clear 

NNW 

74 

Clear 

NE 

78 

Clear 

NW 

75 

a  3 

Clear 

NW 

73 

Cloudy 

NE 

77 

Hazy 

Calm 

75 

b  4 

Clear 

NW 

73 

Cloudy 

NNW 

77 

Clear 

NW 

75 

5 

Clear 

NW 

72 

Cloudy 

N 

77 

Clear 

Calm 

75 

6 

Cloudy 

NW 

73 

Cloudy 

NE 

78 

Clear 

NNW 

75 

c  7 

Clear 

NW 

71 

Clear 

Calm 

77 

Clear 

NNW 

76 

8 

Cloudy 

NNW 

73 

Cloudy 

N 

78 

Cloudy 

NNW 

76 

9 

Cloudy 

NNW 

73 

Cloudy 

N 

77 

Clear 

NW 

76 

10 

Clear 

NW 

73 

Cloudy 

NNW 

78 

Clear 

NNW 

74 

1 1 

Clear 

NW 

71 

Cloudy 

NNE 

r- 

/  / 

Clear 

NW 

74 

d  1  2 

Clear 

NW 

71 

Cloudy 

N 

r*f  r~ 

i  / 

Clear 

N 

76 

IS 

Clear 

NW 

70 

Cloudy 

N 

77 

Clear 

NNW 

76| 

14 

Clear 

NW 

70 

Cloudy 

Calm 

77 

Clear 

NW 

74 

e  1  5 

Clear 

NW 

70 

1  Clear 

Calm 

76 

edear 

NW 

73 

1 6 

Clear 

NW 

70 

j  Clear 

NNE 

76 

Clear 

NW 

73 

f  17 

Clear 

NW 

7  l 

!  Clear 

Calm 

77 

Clear 

NW 

73 

18 

Clear 

NW 

70 

1  Clear 

ESE 

78 

Clear 

NNW 

74 

S  19 

Hazy 

NW 

6q 

|  Clear 

ESE 

77 

Clear 

Variab. 

73  ‘ 

h  20 

Clear 

NW 

68 

j  Clear 

ESE 

77 

Clear 

Calm 

73 

1  21 

Clear 

NW 

70 

Clear 

Calm 

77 

Clear 

NW 

73 

22 

Clear 

WNW 

70 

|  Clear 

E 

77 

Clear 

W 

74 

23 

Cloudy 

W 

72 

j'  Clear 

ESE 

78 

Clear 

WSW 

75 

24 

Clear 

wsw 

73 

1  Cloudy 

SE 

79 

Clear 

wsw 

76 

25 

Cloudy 

wsw 

74  j 

|  Clear 

ENE 

79 

Clear 

Calm 

76 

26 

Cloudy 

w 

74 

j  Clear 

ENE 

79 

Clear 

N 

76 

27 

Cloudy 

Calm 

75 

Cloudy 

NE 

79 

Cloudy 

N 

76 

2S 

Clear 

NW 

78 

Cloudy 

NE 

79 

Clear 

N 

77' 

29 

Clear 

NW 

74 

Cloudy 

E 

79 

Clear 

Calm 

77 

30 

Clear 

Calm 

74 

Clear 

E 

79 

Clear 

N 

77 

Si 

1 

Clear  j 

W 

74 

Clear 

E 

7'9 

Clear 

NNW 

77 

Remarks. 


a  All  night  expofed,  Tlier.  69. 
b  Ditto  —  ditto  68. 
t  All  night  expofed  66. 

d  Ditto  — -  68. 

t  Ditto  67. 


f  All  night  expofed 
C  Ditto  — 

*  c  A  little  expofed 
h  Ditto  — 

i  Expofed.  — 


From  a  to  f  Heavy  dews  at  night. 


67. 

m 

67. 

66. 
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FEBRUARY,  1790. 


At  sun-rise. 

At  noon. 

At  midnight 

<0 

Weather. 

Wind. 

Ther. 

Weather, 

Wind. 

Ther. 

Weather. 

Wind, 

qj 

H 

1 

Clear 

w 

75 

Clear 

ENK 

79 

Cloudy 

NE 

78 

2 

Cloudy 

NE 

76 

Cloudy 

NE 

80 

Clear 

NNE 

78 

3 

Cloudy 

N 

76 

Cloudy 

NE 

80 

Clear 

N 

76 

4 

Cloudy 

NNW 

76 

Clear 

NNE 

78 

Clear 

N 

77 

5 

Cloudy 

NW 

74 

Cloudy 

NE 

79 

Cloudy 

NNE 

CO 

•VMM 

6 

Cloudy 

NW 

74 

Squally 

NW 

77 

Squally 

N 

76 

7 

Squally 

N 

74 

,  Cloudy 

NNE 

79 

Cloudv 

✓  f 

NE 

77 

8 

Cloudy 

NNW 

75 

Cloudy 

NE 

79 

Clear 

NE 

78 

9 

Clear 

NNW 

75 

Clear 

E 

79 

Clear 

NE 

77 

10 

Clear 

NNW 

74 

Clear 

E 

79 

Clear 

Calm 

76 

p 

1  1 

Clear 

W 

74 

Clear 

ESE 

79 

Clear 

Calm 

78 

a  12 

Clear 

W 

74 

|  Clear 

E 

SO 

Clear 

Calm 

75 

13 

Clear 

Calm 

71 

1  Clear 

ESE 

79 

Clear 

Variab. 

7  6 

14 

Clear 

wsw 

72 

Cloudy 

S 

80 

Clear 

E 

76 

15 

Clear 

sw 

74 

Hazy 

SE 

74 

Clear 

Calm 

78 

16 

Clear 

sw 

75 

Clear 

E 

81 

Clear 

Calm 

79 

1? 

Cloudy 

w 

76 

Clear 

E 

81 

Clear 

Calm 

78 

I  8 

Clear 

w 

74 

Hazy 

ENE 

80 

Clear 

NW 

77 

19 

Clear 

NW 

72 

Clear 

ENE 

79 

Clear 

Calm 

76 

20 

Clear 

NW 

73 

Cloudy 

Calm 

79 

Clear 

NW 

75 

21 

Clear 

NW 

72 

1  Clear 

ESE 

80 

Clear 

NNW 

75 

22 

Clear 

NW 

72 

Clear 

Calm 

79 

Clear 

Calm 

76 

23 

Clear 

NW 

73 

Clear 

ESE 

82 

Clear 

Calm 

77 

24 

Foggy 

Calm 

73 

Clear 

ESE 

81 

Clear 

Variab. 

77 

25 

Cloudy 

W 

74 

Clear 

ESE 

79 

Clear 

Calm 

74 

b  26 

Clear 

W 

71 

Clear 

SE 

79 

Clear 

V  ariab. 

75 

27 

Clear 

WNW 

72 

Clear 

ESE 

79 

Clear 

Calm 

74 

c  28 

Clear 

w 

71 

Clear 

Calm 

79 

Clear 

* 

W 

74 

'  V 


Remarks* 

Ther.  all  night  expofed  65.  1  b  All  night  expofed  \  —  67 

A  little  expofed  —  68.  I  c  A  little  expofed  — >  68 


Mar.  4 


i  ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1801. 

MARCH,  1790. 


At  sun-rise. 


Weather.  Wind. 


1 

2 

S 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

IS 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


£6 


27 

28 

29 

30 
3  1 


Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Cloudy 
Cloudy 
Squally 
Cloudy 
Cloudy 
Cloudy 
A  thick 
fog 
Clear 
Hazy 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Clear 
Hazy 
Hazy 
Hazy 


NW 

W 

NW 

NW 

NE 

N 

NNW 

N 

W 


W 

sw 

ssw 

s 

ssw 

sw 

sw 

sw 

wsw 

wsw 

w 

w 

w 

sw 

sw 

sw 

wsw 

sw 

wsw 

sw 

s 


At  noon. 

At  midnight. 

Thcr. 

Weather. 

Wind. 

£ 

Eh 

Weather. 

Wind. 

U 

t J 

43 

h 

71 

Clear 

ESE 

80 

Clear 

SW 

77 

72 

Clear 

ESE 

79 

Clear 

E 

77 

73 

Clear 

ESE 

80 

Clear 

Calm 

77 

7o 

Clear 

NNE 

81 

Squally 

NE 

79 

79 

Cloudv 

NNE 

82 

Cloudy 

N 

80 

79 

Cloudy 

NE 

83 

Cloudy 

N 

80 

79 

Cloudy 

NE 

82 

Cloudy 

Variab. 

79 

79 

Cloudy 

NNe 

82 

Clear 

NE 

80 

79 

Cloudy 

E 

82 

Clear 

N 

80 

77 

Hazy 

SSE 

84 

Clear 

SSW 

79 

75 

Hazy 

SSE 

82 

Clear 

S 

79 

75 

Hazy 

S 

83 

Clear 

SSW 

80 

77 

Hazy 

s 

83 

Clear 

s 

.80 

78 

Hazy 

SSE 

84 

Clear 

ssw 

81 

79 

Cloudy 

SSE 

84 

Clear 

SE 

81 

79 

Cloudy 

S 

82 

Clear 

s 

79 

78 

Cloudy 

SE 

83 

Clear 

s 

80 

79 

Cloudy 

ESE 

83 

Clear 

Calm 

81 

79 

Cloudy 

ESE 

84 

Clear 

ssw 

82 

80 

Cloudy 

E 

82 

Clear 

w 

80 

7? 

Clear 

ESE 

82 

Clear 

E  , 

80 

76 

Cloudy 

SE 

821 

1 

1  Clear 

j 

E 

79 

76 

Clear 

SSE 

8.2, 

Clear 

Calm 

79 

76 

Clear 

SSE 

8 1 ! 

J  Clear 

Calm 

80 

75 

Cloudy 

s 

-82 

j  Clear 

SW 

80 

76 

Hazy 

ssw 

83; 

*  Clear 

S 

79 

76 

Hazy 

s 

84^ 

|  Clear 

S 

79 

78 

Hazy 

SSE 

84' 

|  Clear 

S 

80 

78 

Hazy 

SW 

86 

1 

Hazy 

S 

81 

79 

Hazy 

ssw 

85. 

Clear 

SSW 

81 

80 

Cloudy 

SSE 

85 

Clear 

Calm 

82 

1 


April 


MISCELLANEOUS  TRACTS. 


I 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

a  7 

8 

9 

10 
1 1 
12 

13 

14 
16 
1  6 
17 
1  8 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 

26 
2/ 
28 

20 

C/ 

30 


APRIL,  179O. 


At  SUN-RI3S. 

At  noon. 

At  midnight. 

Weather. 

Wind. 

• 

t-4 

& 

H 

Weather. 

Wind. 

. 

O 

& 

H 

Weather. 

Wind, 

±L 

Hazy 

S 

8  1 

Cloudy 

SSE 

80 

Hazy 

S 

82 

Hazy 

ssw 

82 

Cloudy 

SE 

85 

Hazy 

SSE 

81 

Cloudy 

sw 

79 

Cloudy 

SE 

85 

Hazy 

S 

80 

Hazy 

sw 

77 

Cloudy 

SE 

84 

Hazy 

SW 

81 

Hazy 

wsw 

78 

Cloudy 

SSE 

84 

Clear 

Calm 

SI 

Clear 

w 

77 

Cloudy 

SE 

84 

Clear 

Calm 

30 

Clear 

w 

76 

Clear 

SE 

83 

Clear 

S 

81 

Hazy 

ssw 

80 

Clear 

Calm 

83 

Clear 

SSE 

81 

Cloudy 

Calm 

81 

Clear 

SE 

85 

Clear 

SSE 

83 

Cloudy 

Calm 

81 

Cloudy 

SE 

86 

Clear 

SSE 

83 

Cloudy 

Calm 

82 

Squally 

E 

86 

Clear 

SSE 

83 

Cloudy 

Calm 

82 

Cloudy 

E 

84 

Clear 

ESE 

88 

Cloudy 

Calm 

81 

Squally 
and  Rain 

NE 

81 

Clear 

E 

82 

Cloudy 

SW 

79 

Cloudy 

E 

84 

Clear 

SE 

82 

Cloudy 

Calm 

80 

Cloudy 

E 

86 

Clear 

S 

82 

Cloudy 

SW 

80 

Cloudy 

E 

86 

Cloudy 

SE 

82 

Cloudy 

Calm 

79 

Cloudy 

ESE 

86 

Clear 

S 

82 

Cloudy 

SW 

79 

Clear 

ESE 

8  6 

Clear 

S 

83 

Cloudy 

sw 

79 

Cloudy 

ESE 

85 

Clear 

S 

84 

Clear 

wsw 

80 

Cloudy 

SE 

86 

Clear 

SE 

83 

Clear 

sw 

8l 

Clear 

E 

86 

Clear 

ESE 

84 

Clear 

sw 

83 

Clear 

E 

86 

Clear 

ESE 

84 

Clear 

wsw 

82 

Clear 

E 

80 

Clear 

Calm 

84 

Clear 

s 

83 

Clear 

E 

87 

Clear 

SE 

85 

Clear 

ssw 

83 

Clear 

ESE 

87 

Clear 

SE 

85 

Cloudy 

Calm 

83 

Cloudy 

E 

87 

Cloudy 

SW 

85 

Cloudv 

J 

Calm 

83 

Cloudy 

ESE 

87 

Cloudy 

SW 

83 

Hazy 

sw 

81 

Hazy 

ESE 

87 

Hazy 

ssw 

85 

Hazy 

sw 

83 

Hazy 

E 

88 

Hazy 

sw 

85 

Hazy 

wsw 

83 

Hazy 

E 

89 

Hazy 

Variab. 

87 

Remarks. 


a  Thcr.  a  little  oxpofed  at  fun  rife,  75. 


*  A  3 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  iaoi 


M  A  Y,  1790. 


At  sun- 

RISE. 

At 

NOON. 

At  midnight. 

May 

Weather. 

Wind. 

u 

CD 

rC 

u 

Weather. 

Wind. 

u 

<D 

h 

Weather. 

Wind. 

Ther. 

1 

Hazy 

WSW 

83 

Cloudy 

E 

88 

Cloudy 

S 

85 

2 

Hazy 

ssw 

83 

Cloudy 

-SSW 

86 

Cloudy 

S 

84 

S 

Hazy 

ssw 

83 

•  Cloudy 

Variab. 

87 

Clear 

SSE 

84 

4 

Hazy 

ssw 

82 

Hazy 

SSW 

86 

Clear 

s 

84 

5 

Clear 

ssw 

82 

Cloudy 

SSE 

87 

Clear 

'  s 

85 

6 

Hazy 

sw 

83 

Cloudy 

s 

87 

Clear 

s 

85 

J-* 

/ 

Cloudy 

s 

83 

Hazy 

s 

86 

Clear 

s 

84 ' 

8 

Cloudy 

ssw 

83 

Hazy 

SSE 

86 

Clear 

SSE 

84 

9 

Clear 

ssw 

83 

Hazy 

SSE 

86 

Clear 

SSE 

84 

10 

Clear 

ssw 

83 

Clear 

SSE 

S6 

Clear 

S 

84 

1 1 

Clear 

ssw 

83 

Clear 

>  S 

87 

Clear 

S 

84 

12 

Hazy 

sw 

83 

Clear 

SSE 

87 

Clear 

S 

85 

13 

Clear 

ssw 

84 

Clear 

SSE 

86 

Clear 

S 

84 

14 

Clear 

s 

83 

Clear 

SSE 

87 

Clear 

SSE 

84 

a  15 

Clear 

ssw 

83 

Cloudy 

SSE 

85 

Clear 

SSE 

83 

b  16 

Cloudy 

s 

82 

Clear 

SSE 

84 

Clear 

SSE 

82 

c  17 

Clear 

s 

81 

Clear 

SSE 

86 

Clear 

SSW 

82 

18 

Hazy 

sw 

78 

Hazy 

SSW 

86 

Clear 

SSE 

81 

19 

Cloudy 

ssw 

79 

Clear 

SSE 

86 

Clear 

s 

82 

20 

Hazy 

ssw 

80 

Clear 

SSE 

86 

Clear 

SSE 

82 

21 

Hazy 

s 

81 

Cloudy 

SSE 

86 

Cloudy 

s 

82 

22 

Hazy 

ssw 

80 

Cloudy 

SSE 

86 

Clear 

S 

84 

23 

Hazy 

ssw 

83 

Cloudy 

SSE 

87 

Clear 

SSE 

84 

24 

Cloudy 

ssw 

84 

Cloudy 

SSE 

86 

Clear 

SSE 

84 

25 

Clear 

s 

84 

Clear 

SSE 

87 

Clear 

Calm 

84 

26 

Clear 

ssw 

88 

Clear 

SE 

86' 

Cloudy 

s 

83 

27 

Clear 

ssw 

83 

Hazy 

SE 

87 

Clear 

SSE 

84 

’  28 

Hazy 

s 

84 

Clear. 

SE 

86 

Clear 

SSW 

85 

29 

Clear 

ssw 

83 

Clear 

SSE 

36 

Clear 

SSE 

85 

30 

Hazy 

s 

84 

Clear 

SSE 

86 

Clear 

SSE 

85. 

O  1 

0  1 

Clear 

S  1 

83 

Clear 

SSE 

86 

Cloudy 

SSE 

84 

Remarks. 


a  Very  heavy  dews.  f  c  From  17th  to  23d,  at  Enore,  10 

b  Ditto.  !  miles  north  of  Madras. 


MISCELLANEOUS  TRACTS. 
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JUNE,  1790. 


At  sun 

-RISE. 

At  noon. 

At  midnight. 

V 

c 

3 

►—5 

Weather. 

Wind. 

u 

<V 

r* 

h 

Weather. 

Wind. 

u 

<0 

rC3 

H 

Weather. 

Wind. 

U 

V 

43 

1 

Clear 

SSW 

8  4 

Clear 

S 

8t> 

Hazy 

SSW 

85 

2 

Clear 

ssw 

84 

Cloudy 

SW 

8  8 

Cloudy 

s 

85 

a  8 

Hazy 

sw 

85 

Cloudy 

w 

90 

Cloudy 

ssw 

86 

4 

Hazy 

w 

85 

Hazy 

E 

87 

Hazy 

ssw 

84 

5 

Rainy 

Calm 

82 

Hazy 

SW 

84 

Cloudy 

ssw 

82 

6 

Hazy 

W 

82 

Hazy 

Variab. 

86 

Cloudy 

s 

84 

7 

Hazy 

wsw 

84 

Cloudy 

w 

89 

Cloudy 

SSE 

86 

b  8 

Cloudy 

wsw 

84 

Cloudy 

WNW 

90 

Cloudy 

s 

86 

9 

Cloudy 

w 

84 

Cloudy 

w 

88 

Squally 
and  rain 

NW 

82 

10 

Hazy 

w 

82 

Cloudy 

w 

86 

Cioudy 

w 

86 

c  1  1 

Cloudy 

wsw 

83 

Cloudy 

w 

89 

Cloudy 

ssw 

86 

1  2 

Cloudy 

WSW 

84 

Cloudy 

w 

89 

Squally 

ssw 

86 

i  8 

Cloudy 

wsw 

84 

Hazy 

w 

88 

Squally 

sw 

8  5 

'.4 

5  lazy 

wsw 

84 

Cloudy 

w 

89 

Cloudy 

Calm 

86 

Cloudy 

w 

83 

Cloudy 

wsw 

88 

Squally 

ssw 

83 

T 

Cloudy 

w 

85 

Cloudy 

wsw 

89 

Cloudy 

sw 

86 

j  i  ' 

Cloudy 

sw 

85 

Cioudy 

w 

90 

Cloudy 

sw 

87 

*  18 

Cloudy 

sw 

85 

Cloudy 

wsw 

91 

Cloudy 

sw 

87 

yip 

Cloudy 

sw 

8(5 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

w 

93 

Cloudy 

s 

86 

gsc 

Cloudy 

ssw 

85 

w 

90 

Squally 

ssw 

84 

h  2  i 

Cloudy 

sw 

85 

Cloudy 

w 

91 

Cloudy 

s 

83 

i  22 

Clear 

ssw 

QQ 
O  O 

Cloudy 

w 

91 

Cloudy 

ssw 

85 

23 

Cioudy 

sw 

8  5 

Cloudy 

w 

91 

Cloudy 

ssw 

85 

24 

Cloudy 

sw 

83 

Cloudy 

sw 

89 

Cloudy 

SSE 

84 

25 

Cloudy 

wsw 

83 

Cloudy 

wsw 

88 

Squally 

SSW 

84 

26 

Cloudy 

sw 

83 

Cioudy 

sw 

87 

Squally 

Variab. 

83 

27 

Cloudy 

wsw 

83 

Cloudy 

w 

88 

Cloudy 

SSW 

84 

■*  28 

Clear 

ssw 

84 

Cloudy 

sw 

88 

Cloudy 

ssw 

84 

29 

Cioudy 

wsw 

84 

Cloudy 

wsw 

89 

Squally 
and  rain 

ssw 

83 

30 

Cloudy 

sw 

82 

Cloudy 

WT 

88 

Squally 

V  ariab. 

82 

and  rain 

Remarks. 


a  At  3  P.  M.  Ther.  9 1. 
b  From  ift  to  8th,  Lightning  to  the 
Weft  ward  and  Southward, 
c  At  3,  P.  M,  91. 

4  At  3,  P.  M.  9 z. 


c  At  3,  P.  M. 

9  3- 

/  At  4,  P.  M. 

94* 

g  At  4,  P.  M. 

93* 

h  At  3.  P.  M. 

93* 

i  At  3,  P.  M. 

93- 

A  i 
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JULY,  1790. 


At  sun- 

RISE. 

At 

NOON. 

At  midnight. 

*3 

Weather . 

Wind. 

CD 

H 

Weather. 

Wind. 

0 

H 

Weather. 

1 

- . 

Wind. 

I  l- 

<L> 

>  -C 

H 

1 

Cloudy 

wsw 

83 

Cloudy 

w 

89 

Cioudv 

ss  w 

83 

a  2 

Cloudy 

wsw 

84 

Cloudy 

w 

90 

Cloudy 

Variab. 

83 

3 

Cloudy 

sw 

83 

Cloudy 

w 

89 

Squally 

Variab. 

83 

4 

Clear 

sw 

83 

Cloudy 

sw 

88 

Cloudy 

SSW 

83 

5 

Cloudy 

wsw 

83 

Cloudy 

wsw 

88 

Squally 

SSW 

83 

6 

Cloudy 

wsw 

83 

Cloudy 

w 

87 

Squally 

sw 

83 

7 

Hazy 

sw. 

82 

Cloudy 

V/ 

88 

Squally 
and  rain 

wsw 

81 
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Cloudy 

wsw 

81 

Cloudy 

w 

87 

Squally 
and  rain 

sw 

81 

9 

Cloudy 

wsw 

82 

Cloudy 

wsw 

88 

Hard  rain 

sw 

81 

10 

Cloudy 

sw 

81 

Hazy 

Calm 

85 

Cloudy 

w 

83 

1  i 

Cloudy 

w 

82 

Cloudy 

w 

86 

Cloudy 

s 

84 

12 

Clear 

w 

83 

Cloudy 

E 

87 

Squally 

s 

84 

13 

Cloudy 

wsw 

83 

Cloudy 

W 

89 

Squally 

ssw 

85 

14 

Cloudy 

w 

84 

Cloudy 

w 

88 

Cloudy 

ssw 

84 

b  15 

Cloudy 

w 

83 

Cloudy 

sw 

87 

Squally 
and  rain 

sw 

83 

c  16 

Cloudy 

w 

80 

Cloudy 

w 

83 

Squally 

ssw 

82 

17 

Cloudy 

sw 

80 

Clear 

SSE 

83 

Squally 

s 

81 

d  18 

Cloudy 

ssw 

81 

Clear 

SSE 

84 

Squally 
and  rain 

sw 

81 

19 

Hazy 

sw 

81 

Hazy 

Calm 

84 

Squally 
and  rain 

s 

1 

80 

20 

Hazy 

sw 

79 

Cloudy 

SW 

83 

Cloudy 

s 

82 

21 

Hazy 

wsw 

80 

Cloudy 

w 

84 

Squally 
and  rain 

sw 

80 

22 

Hazy 

w 

79 

Hazy 

w 

83 

Cloudy 

ssw 

81 

23 

Hazy 

sw 

80 

Hazy 

sw 

85 

Hazy 

Calm 

81 

24 

Cloudy 

sw 

79 

Hazy 

sw 

85 

Cloudy 

W 

81 

25 

Cloudy 

w 

80 

Cloudy 

wsw 

86 

Cloudy 

ssw 

82 

26 

Hazy 

w 

8  1 

Cloudy 

w 

86 

Squally 

sw 

79 

27 

Cloudy 

sw 

79 

Cloudy 

wsw 

86 

Cloudy 

wsw 

81 

28 

Hazy 

w 

80 

Cloudy 

wsw 

87 

Squally 

w 

83 

2  9 

Cloudy 

wsw 

8  1 

Cloudy 

sw 

86 

Squally 

V/ 

81 

30 

Cloudy 

w 

8  i 

Cloudy 

wsw 

87 

Cloudy 

sw 

82  : 

31 

Cloudy 

wsw 

8  1 

Cloudy 

sw 

86 

Cloudy 

ssw 

82 

Qemarhs. 

m  At  8,  P.  M.  fqtially  and  rain.  d  From  18th  to  27th,  frequent  fquall»©£ 

b  Hurd  rain  at  midnight.  wind  and  rain  after  fun-fet» 

e  Rain  at  fun-fet. 


K 

MISCELLANEOUS  TRACTS. 


AUGUST,  1790. 


- - ^ - 

At  sun-rise. 

At  noon. 

At  midnight. 

Aug. 

Weather. 

Wind. 

/ 

u 

V 

H 

Weather. 

Wind. 

c. 

QJ 

h 

Weather- 

Wind. 

y 

<SJ 

-G 

H 

1 

Cloudy 

wsw 

82 

Cioudy 

WSW 

87 

oquail’ 

Variab. 

81 

0 

Cloudy 

w 

82 

Cloudy 

W 

86 

Squally 

S 

SI 

a  3 

Cloudy 

sw 

82 

Cloudy 

w 

88 

Cloudy 

SW 

83 

b  4 

Cloudy 

sw 

82 

Clear 

WSW 

88 

Crnudy 

SW 

83 

5 

Cloudy 

sw 

82 

Cioudy 

sw 

86 

C  ear 

SSW 

83 

c  6 

Cloudy 

wsw 

83 

Cloudy 

sw 

88 

Squally 

s 

83 

7 

Cloudy 

wsw 

82 

Cloudy 

sw 

8  8 

Cloudy 

s 

83 

8 

Cloudy 

sw 

82 

Cloudy 

ssw 

88 

Cloudy 

SSW 

83 

d  9 

Cloudy 

sw 

82 

Cloudy 

sw 

88 

Clear 

SSE 

82 

10 

Cloudy 

w 

81 

Cloudy 

wsw 

88 

Cloudy 

Calm 

82 

1 1 

Cloudy 

wsw 

81 

Hazy 

w 

86 

Cloudy 

SSW 

83 

1  2 

Cloudy 

w 

82 

Hazy 

w 

88 

Cloudy 

SSW 

83 

13 

Clear 

sw 

83 

Cloudy 

sw 

88 

Cloudy 

SSW 

83 

14 

Cloudy 

wsw 

82 

Cloudy 

wsw 

88 

Cloudy 

ssw 

83 

15 

Clear 

w 

83 

Cloudy 

w 

88 

Squally 

s 

83 

16 

Cloudy 

w 

8  1 

Cioudy 

sw 

87 

Cloudy 

s 

83 

17 

Rainy 

Calm 

8  1 

Cloudy 

w 

86 

Cloudy 

ssw 

83 

18 

Hazy 

wsw 

81 

Cloudy 

wsw 

87 

Squally 

ssw 

82 

19 

Cloudy 

sw 

81 

Cioudy 

sw 

86 

Cloudy 

Squally 

s 

83 

20 

Cloudy 

Cloudy 

w 

82 

Cloudy 

w 

86 

s 

82 

fc2i 

22 

sw 

80 

Cloudy 

sw 

8  5 

Cloudy 

ssw 

82 

Cloudy 

wsw 

81 

.Cloudy 

sw 

86 

Cloudy 

ssw 

82 

23 

Cloudy 

AV 

81 

Cioudy 

w 

8  6' 

Clear 

6 

82 

24 

Clear 

sw 

81 

Cloudy 

Calm 

8  6 

Cloudy 

ssw 

82 

25 

Clear 

wsw 

8,1 

Cloudy 

ENE 

86 

Clear. 

s 

S3 

26 

Clear 

wsw 

82 

Clear 

SE 

86 

Squally 
and  rain 

Variab. 

83 

27 

Clear 

sw 

82 

Clear 

SE 

§6 

Squally 

and  rain 

ssw 

83 

28 

Cloudy 

w 

82 

Cloudy 

Calm 

85 

Small 

Calm 

84 

20 

Cloudy 

sw 

82 

!  Cloudy 

Calm 

85 

Cloudy 

W 

82 

SO 

Cloudy 

wsw 

81 

Clear 

ENE 

86 

Cloudy 

SW 

82 

31 

Cloudy 

w 

82 

Cloudy 

SSE 

85 

Cloudy 

s 

83 

Remarks. 


a  At  fun-fet,  heavy  fqualls  and  rain.  j  *1  At  fun-fet,  ram. 

I  Ditto.  ditto.  ‘  After  fun-fet,  fqually  and  rain. 

4  At  fun-fet,  rain  *  f  After  12, M.  hard  fqualls. 
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SEPTEMBER,  1790, 


At  sun 

-RISE. 

! 

At 

NOON. 

At  midnight. 
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OBJECTS  WORTHY  OF  OBSERVATION,  BETWEEN  AGRA  AND 

CA  LCUTTA. 

(Communicated  by  Col.  G.  Ironside.) 


At  Agra,  on  the  hanks  of  the  Jumn  ah . 

T h  e  M a ufole am  of  T ra j e - M ahl, 
an  edifice  far  fuperior  to  that  railed 
by  Artemefia  for  her  hufoand. 

Secundrah,  or  the  tomb  of  Akber. 

The  Fortrefs. 

At  LucknoaVy  on  the  hanks  of  the 
Gcomtee . 

The  Vizier’s  palaces  and  gardens 
particularly. 

The  cyprefs  garden* 

The  ftud. 

The  menagerie  and  aviary. 

The  ina  coonah,  or  glazed  apart¬ 
ment. 

At  Fyzabad ,  on  the  hanks  of  the 
Gorah. 

The  remains  of  the  late  Vizier’s 
palace. 

The  remains  of  the  fortrefs  there. 

The  women. 

At  Allahabad ,  at  the  confluence  of 
the  Jumnah  and  Ganges . 

The  fepulchre  of  Sultaun  Khofroo. 

The  king’s  garden  and  other 
edifices  and  gardens  round  the  town. 

The  fortrefs,  king’s  palace,  and 
the  Hindoo  temple  under  ground, 
within  the  fort. 

The  canal  which  would  have  in- 
folated  the  town  and  fort  had  it 
been  completed. 

Three  remarkable  large  trees, 
called  by  the  natives,  valatty  era- 
lee,  i.  e.  European  Tamarind,  and 
by  Linnaeus  Adanfonia,  growing 
on  the  fpot,  called  the  queen’s  gar¬ 
den  oppofite  to  Popamow,  and 
near  to  a  fnall  white  pagoda,  on 
the  S.  W.  fide  of  the  river. 

The  facred  wafhing  place  at  the 
confluence  of  the  Ganges  and  jum- 
nah,  called  Peirag. 


At  Chanar ,  on  the  Ganges. 

The  fortrefs. 

The  Mahommedan  tombs,  notice 
the  perforation  of  the  ftone  inclo- 
fures  of  the  fepulchres. 

The  Hone  Quarries. 

■*"  * 

At  Be n ares. 

The  moft  facred  pagoda  of  the 
Hindoos,  called  vis-vifor,  and  other 
pagodas. 

The  obfervatory. 

The  pagodas,  gardens  and  tank, 
conftfufted  by  Cheyt  Sing,  at  Ram- 
na-Gur. 

The  Minars. 

The  uncommon  conftrudlion  of 
the  narrow  ftreets  and  oppofite 
houfes,  between  which  there  are 
communications  by  balconies. 

The  extenfive  avenues  of  large 
trees. 

The  naked  devotee  fakeers,  wo¬ 
men  as  well  as  men. 

The  fabrics  of  gold  and  filver 
fluffs. 

Benares  is  the  mart  for  diamonds 
and  other  gems,  brought  from  Bun- 
deicund. 

It  is  celebrated,  like  all  other 
confecrated  places,  for  lafeivious 
intrigue. 

GauAiporey  on  the  Ganges . 

A  place  remarkable  for  fine  rofe 

water. 

Buxar ,  on  the  Ganges. 

The  fmall  fort  and  Englifh  can¬ 
tonments. 

Manjee ,  at  the  confluence  of  the 
Gograh  and  Ganges, 

Remarkable  for  a  large  bhurr, 
or  banian  tree. 

Remark  the  devotee  fakeers 
there. 

Moneer* 
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M oncer,  -at  the  confluence  of  the 
Soane  and  Ganges. 

O 

The  large  tank. 

Chuprah,  on  the  Gonduck . 

The  faltpetre  manufactory. 

Sarferam. 

Where  are  the  ftupendous  Mau- 
foleums  of  Selim  Shah,  and  Sheer 

Shah. 

Rotas,  on  the  Soane. 

The  extenfive  fortrefs  on  the  fum- 
mit  of  a  high  mountain. 

Dinapore ,  on  the  Ganges. 

The  Englifh.  cantonments,  con¬ 
fining  of  two  fine  fquares. 

Singiah ,  on  the  eajl  bank  of  the 

G  071  duck. 

Patna,  on  the  Ganges. 

The  PrecinCts. 

The  Dirgah. 

Carpet  manufactory. 

Mode  of  collecting  opium  from 
the  plant. 

Mongheer,  on  the  Ganges. 

The  fortrefs. 

Its  beautiful  environs,  and  the 
bold  circular  fweep  of  the  Ganges. 

The  hill,  3  miles  eaft  of  the  fort. 

The  hot  baths  at  Sittacoon. 

Sultdngunge,  on  the  Ganges. 

The  fakeers’  rock  in  the  midft 
of  the  river. 

Colgong ,  on  the  Ganges. 

One  of  the  molt  beautiful,  wild, 
and  piCturefque  countries  in  the 
world,  feen  from  the  contiguous  hills. 

Pialapore . 

Continuation  of  the  fame  exten- 
five  romantic  fcene.  Not  more 
remarkable  for  a  fine  weaving  coun¬ 
try  and  its  variegated  profpeCts, 
than  for  the  prodigious  quantity  of 
game  round  about  it. 

Phe  Pajfes. 

The  fine  theatre  formed  by  the 
hills  and  vallies  at  Gongah  Perfaud. 

N.  B.  Travellers,  for  the  fake  of 
the  profpeCts,  as  well  as  fporting, 
O' 


fhould  pa  ft  from  Colgong  to  Telia- 
gurreeby  land. 

Moote.ejurnah, 

Or  pearl  cafcade,  feen  from  the 
river  juft  after  turning  the  promon¬ 
tory,  of  Sickleagullee. 

Raj ahrnahl ,  on  the  Ganges. 

The  Seray.  The  remains  of 
Nagafore  Baug. 

At  Oodah-Nullah,  on  the  Ganges . 

The  entrenchments. 

Goaur,  on  the  Mahah  Nuddah. 

The  remains  of  that  antique  city, 
and  its  very  extenfive  inclofures. 
The  veftiges  of  the  exterior  one  are 
faid  to  be  60  miles  in  circumference. 

fungypore,  on  the  Baugrutti. 

A  pretty  Englifh  garden  and 
filk  fillature. 

V 

Murfhudabad ,  on  the  Baugruttj. 

The  Nawab’s  garden  at  Saduc 
Baug,  and  the  college  of  Fakeers 
adjoining  to  it,  called  Akawrah. 
Mufteram. 

The  pagoda  ofRanny  Bawaunny. 

The  houfe  of  the  great  merchant 
Juggut-Seet,  and  his  pagodas  and 
fepuichres.  ' 

The  mofque  of  J after  Cawn,  con. 
ftru<fted  after  the  form  of  the  Me¬ 
tropolitan  mofque  at  Mecca. 

The  gardens  of  Mooteejeel. 

The  Nawab’s  palace  and  imaum- 
barree. 

Berhampore 3  on  the  Baugruttj. 

The  Englifh.  cantonments.  A, 
noble  fquare  on  the  banks  of  the 
Baugrutti. 

Plajfey,  ditto . 

The  field  of  battle,  and  extenfive 
Mango-grove,  containing  above 
3000  trees  regularly  planted. 
Nuddeah ,  at  the  confluence  of  the 
Baugrutti  and  f elm  ghee. 

The  Hindu  feminaries  for  teach¬ 
ing  the  Sanfcrit  language. 
Saniipore,  on  the  Hoogly  river . 

A  manufacture  for  fine  muflins. 

Sook- 
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Sook-Sagur,  ditto . 

A  fine  Englifh  fugar  plantation. 

Bandely  ditto . 

A  Portugueze  fettlement. 

Hoogly  ,  ditto , 

Formerly  the  port  of  the  metro¬ 
polis  of  Bengal. 

Chinfurahy  ditto . 

A  Dutch  fettlement. 

Ghandernagorey  ditto . 

A  French  fettlement. 

See  the  chief’s  villa  there. 

Co'wahgauchyy  ditto . 

A  large  old  Hindu  fort  called 
Sumookghur. 

Pultahy  ditto . 

A  manufactory  for  chintz  and 
indigo. 

Seramporey  dittt . 

A  Danifh  fettlement. 

BarracRporey  on  the  Hughly  river. 
The  Englifh  cantonments. 


Barnagorey  ditto « 

The  paphos  of  Calcutta. 

Fort-W ilham y  ditto ■ 

A  noble  fortrefs  near  Calcutta. 
N.  B.  It  is  advifable,  during 
the  rainy  feafon,  and  time  of  the 
floods,  rather  to  pafs  down  the  nul¬ 
lahs  or  final]  ftreaifts  which  run 
parallel  with  the  Ganges,  almoft  the 
whole  way,  than  to  keep  the  great 
river.  No  ftrong  winds  then  ftop 
the  progrefs  of  the  boats ;  their 
paflage  is  infinitely  more  fecure 
and  pleafant,  often  nearer,  and 
always  more  expeditious.  Ren- 
nel’s  maps  point  out  many  of  thefe 
nullahs.  Information  of  more  may 
be  had  upon  the  way. 

In  proceeding  down  the  Mauldah 
nullah,  there  is  a  fmall  cut  from 
the  town  of  Mauldah,  that  leads 
through  the  city  of  Gowr,  and 
comes  out  oppofite  the  head  of  the 
Caffimbazar  river. 


i 

OF  THE  MANNER  OF  HUNTING  AND  SPORTING  BY  THE 

ENGLISH  IN  BENGAL. 

(Communicated  by  Colonel  G.  Ironside.) 


Few  parties  of  pleafure  can  be 
more  agreeable  than  thofe  for  hunt¬ 
ing,  formed  by  ladies  and  gentlemen 
in  Bengal,  Darticuiarly  at  fome  dif- 
tance  from  the  prefidency  of  Fort 
William,  where  the  country  is  plea- 
fanter,  and  game  of  every  kind  in 
greater  plenty.  Any  time  between 
the  beginning  of  November  and 
end  of  February  is  taken  for  thefe 
excurfions ;  during  which  feafon  the 
climate  is  delightfully  temperate, 
the  air  perfectly  ferene,  and  the  Iky 
often  without  a  cloud. 

To  tranfport  the  tents  and  other 
requifices,  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  company,  to  fome  verdant  fpot, 
near  to  a  grove  and  rivulet,  pre- 
vioufiy  feleded,  elephants  and  ca¬ 
mels  are  borrowed  ;  fmall  country 
5 


carts,  oxen  and  bearers  hired,  at  no 
confiderable  expence,  the  price  of 
all  kinds  of  grain,  and  wages  of 
courfe,  being  exceedingly  reafon- 
able.  Nor  does  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  troops  within  the  dil- 
tridl  often  refufe  a  guard  of  fepoys 
to  protect  the  company  from  the 
danger  of  wild  beafts,  (for  fuch  ge¬ 
nerally  refort  to  the  haunts  of  game,) 
or  the  depredations  of  kill  wilder 
banditti,  now  and  then  pervading 
the  country. 

The  larger  tents  are  pitched  in  a 
fquare  or  circle,  while  thofe  for  the 
guards  and  fervants  ufually  occupy 
the  outer  fpace.  Every  marquee 
fora  lady  is  divided  into  two  or  three 
apartments,  for  her  camp-bed,  her 
clofet,  and  her  drefling-room ;  is 
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carpet  ted  or  matted,  and  is  covered 
with  a  fpreading  fly,  for  defence 
againft  rain,  or  exclufion  of  cafual 
heat,  the  air  ventilating  powerfully 
between  the  vacuity  (about  two  feet) 
of  the  tent  and  its  canopy  in  unre¬ 
mitted  undulation.  The  doors  or 
curtains  of  the  marquee,  wattled 
with  afweet-fcented  grafs,  are,  if  the 
weather  chance  to  become  fultry, 
continually  fprinkled  with  water 
from  the  outfide;  and  a  chintz  wall 
flained  in  handfomely-figured  com¬ 
partments  encompafles  the  whole. 

For  the  fupply  of  common  food, 
if  no  village  be  very  near,  petty 
chandler-fhops  enow  are  engaged 
by  the  family  banyans  (houfe  Hew. 
ards)  to  accompany  them,  glad  to 
profit  of  fuch  an  opportunity  of 
gain.  Liquors  and  every  fpecies 
of  European  articles  are  provided  by 
the  party  themfelves. 

Horfes  are  employed  for  the  con¬ 
veyance  of  the  gentlemen,  and  palan¬ 
quins  for  the  ladies,  with  their  fe¬ 
male  attendants ;  and,  where  the 
roads  will  admit  of  it,  clofe  and 
open  Englifli  carriages  alfo. 

Part  of  the  morning  fports  of  the 
men,  commencing  at  dawn  of  day, 
confift  in  roufing  and  chafing  the 
wild  boar,  the  wolf  and  antelope  (or 
gazelle),  the  roebuck,  the  muik,  the 
red  and  other  deer,  hares,  foxes, 
and  jackalls :  befides  the  common 
red,  the  fpotted  and  the  fmall  moufe, 
there  are  ten  or  twelve  forts  of  hog 
or  fhort-briflled  deer.  Boars  are 
ufually  found  amongfl  the  unculti¬ 
vated  t rafts,  or  the  more  regular 
plantations  of  fugar-canes,  which 
give  to  their  fiefh  the  fined:  flavour 
imaginable.  Wolves  and  jackalls 
are  feen  prowling  and  lurking,  at 
break  of  day,  about  the  fkirts  of 
towns  and  villages,  or  retiring  from 
thence  to  their  dens  within  woods ; 
or  within  pits,  hollows,  or  ravines 
on  the  downs.  Hares  fhelter  in  the 
vol,  3. 


fame  fltuations  as  in  England.  The 
hog,  roebuck,  and  mufk  deer>  con¬ 
ceal  themfelves  amongfl  the  thickeft 
heath  and  herbage,  and  the  antelope 
and  large  deer  rove  on  the  plains; 
All  thefe  animals,  however,  refort 
not  rarely,  to  the  jungles,  (or  very- 
high  coarfe  and  implicated  grafs,) 
with  which  thedevels  of  Hind.uflan 
abound,  either  to  graze,  to  browze, 
or  in  purfuit  of  prey. 

A  country  of  Afla  abounding  in 
fuch  variety  of  game,  is,  of  courfe, 
not  deftitute  of  wild  beads;  the 
principal  of  which  are,  the  tiger/ 
leopard,  panther,  tiger  cats,  bear, 
wolf,  jackall,  fox,  hyaena  and  rhi¬ 
noceros.  The  leopards  are  of  three 
or  four  kinds. 

Or  the  gentlemen  divert  them¬ 
felves  with  fhooting  the  fame  ani¬ 
mals,  as  alfo  common  partridge,  rock* 
partridge,  hurrial,  or  green  pigeons, 
quail,  plover,  wild  cocks  and  hens, 
curlews;  black,  white,  and  grey- 
peacocks  ;  fiorikens,  ftorks  of  fe- 
veral  kinds  and  colours,  together 
with  water-hens,  Braminy-geefe, 
cranes,  wild  geefe  and  ducks,  teal, 
widgeons,  fnipes,  and  other  aqua¬ 
tic  lowl,  in  infinite  abundance; 
many  of  them  of  extraordinary 
fhape,  of  glowing  variegated  plu¬ 
mage,  and  of  unknown  fpecies  ; 
whofe  numbers  almoft  cover  the 
water  whilft  they  fwim,  and,  when 
alarmed,  and  flufhed  from  the  lakes, 
like  a  cloud,  abfolutely  obfcure  the 
light. 

The  foxes  are  fmall,  flenderly 
limbed,  delicately  furred  with  a  fo ft 
brown  hair,  and  by  no  means  rank 
in  fmell ;  feeding  principally  upon 
grain,  vegetables,  and  fruit.  They 
are  exceedingly  fleet  and  flexible, 
though  not  ftrong  or  perfevering, 
When  running,  they  wind  in  fuc- 
ceffive  evolutions  to  efcape  their 
purfuers,  and  afford  excellent  fport* 
Their  holes  are  ufually  excavated, 
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not  in  woods,  but  on  hillocks,  up¬ 
on  a  fmooth  green  fward  or  lawn, 
where,  in  a  morning  or  evening, 
they  are  feen  playing  and  frilking 
about  with  their  young.  They  feed 
generally  amongft  the  corn,  and  are 
ofteneft  found  within  fields  of  muf- 
tard  or  linfeed,  when  it  has  fprout- 
ed  up  high  enough  to  conceal  them. 

.A  minor  critic,  on  perufal  of 
Aifop’s  or  rather  Pilpay*s  fables, 
ridiculed  the  idea  of  foxes  feeding 
upon  grapes ;  but,  had  he  confut¬ 
ed  any  Afiatic  natural  hiftory,  he 
would  have  learnt  that  they  fubfift 
upon  grain,  pulfe,  and  fruit,  par¬ 
ticularly  grapes  and  pine-apples, 
when  within  their  range,  much 
more  than  upon  fiefli  or  fowl.  Or 
had  he  turned  to  the  Bible,  he 
would  have  there  found  the  follow¬ 
ing  paflage  in  confirmation  of  it: 
u  Take  us  the  foxes,  the  little  fox- 
u  es,  that  fpoil  the  vines,  for  our 
**  vines  have  tender  grapes.,,~ Can. 
ticks y  Chap,  it,  <v,  15. 

Jackalls  are  rather  larger  than 
Bnglilh  foxes ;  but  of  a  brown  co¬ 
lour,  clumfier  fhape,  and  not  fo 
pointed  about  the  nofe.  In  nature 
they  partake  more  of  the  wolf  than 
of  the  dog  or  fox.  Their  real 
Afiatic  name  is  fhugaul,  perverted 
by  Englilh  feamen  trading  to  the 
Levant,  (where  they  are  in  plenty  on 
the  coafts  of  Syria  and  Afia-Minor,) 
into  jackalls. 

Of  the  partridge  there  are  feveral 
kinds,  one  with  a  white  bcily,  and 
another  fomething  like  groufc,  only 
more  motley  feathered. 

Rover  too  arc  various  5  and  when 
the  weather  becomes  warm,  ortolans 
travcrfe  the  heaths  and  commons  in 
immenfe  flocks. 

There  are  no  pheafants  in  the 
woods  of  Bengal  Or  Bahar,  nearer 
than  the  confines  of  Affam,  Chitta¬ 
gong,  and  the  range  of  mountains  fe« 
parting  Hinduftan  from  Tibet  and 


Napaul.  But  there,  particularly 
about  the  Morung,  and  in  Betiah, 
they  are  large  and  beautiful,  more 
efpecially  the  golden,  the  burniftied, 
the  fpotted  and  the  azure,  as  well 
as  the  brown  Argus  pheafant. 

As  for  peacocks,  they  are  every¬ 
where  in  multitudes,  and  of  two  or 
three  fpecies.  One  tratt  in  Orifla 
is  denominated  More-bunje,  or  the 
Peacock  Diftritt. 

Cranes  are  of  three  forts,  and  all 
of  a  casrulean  grey  :  the  very  lofty 
one,  with  a  crimfon  head,  called 
farus ;  the  fmallett,  called  curcurrah, 
( the  demoifelle  of  Linnaeus  and  Buf- 
fon,)  uncommonly  beautiful  and  ele¬ 
gant,  whofe  fnow.white  tuft,  be¬ 
hind  its  fcarlet-glowing  eyes,  is  the 
appropriate  ornament  for  the  tur, 
ban  of  the  Emperor  alone;  and 
the  middle-fized  one  with  a  black 
head,  the  common  grus.  They  return 
to  the  northern  mountains  about  the 
autumnal  equinox,  after  ceffation  of 
the  periodical  rains,  with  their 
young,  in  myriads  of  flights,  fre¬ 
quent  as  the  wood  pigeon  in  North 
America;  and  fometimes,  when  the 
wind  is  very  violent,  flocks  of  them 
mount  to  a  vaft  height  in  the  air, 
and  there  wind  about  in  regular 
circles,  feemingly  with  much  de¬ 
light,  and  venting  all  the  time  a 
harfh  difcordant  fcream,  heard  at  a 
confiderable  diftance. 

In  the  wilds  of  Hinduftan  cer¬ 
tainly  originated  the  common  do- 
meftic  fowl,  for  there  they  are  difco- 
vered  in  almoft  every  foreft.  They 
are  all  bantams,  but  without  fea¬ 
thers  on  their  legs ;  the  cocks  are 
in  colour  all  alike,  what  fportfmen 
call  ginger  red  ;  they  have  a  fine 
tufted  clutter  of  white  downy  fea¬ 
thers  upon  their  rumps,  are  wonder¬ 
fully  ftately  in  their  gait,  and  fight 
like  furies.  The  hens  are  invaria¬ 
bly  brown.  It  is  extremely  pleafant, 
in  travelling  through  the  woods 
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early  in  a  morning,  to  hear  them 
crowing,  and  to  perceive  the  hens 
arid  chickens  Ikulking  and  fcudding 
between  the  bulhes .  F or  food,  they 
are  neither  fo  palatable  nor  tender 
as  the  tame  fowl. 

Florekins  are  among#  the  non  de~ 
fcripta,  I  believe,  in  ornithology.  A 
drawing  can  alone  exhibit  an  ade¬ 
quate  reprefentation  of  this  fine  bird ; 
it  harbours  in  natural  paftures  among# 
the  long  grafs,  on  the  extremity  of 
lakes,  and  the  borders  of  fwampy 
grounds,  lying  between  marfhy  foils 
and  the  uplands.  Hence  its  fiefh 
feems  to  partake,  in  colour  and  re- 
lilh,  of  the  nature  and  flavour  of 
both  the  wild  duck  and  the  phea- 
fant  •  the  colour  of  the  flefh  on  the 
bread  and  wing  being  brown,  but 
on  the  legs  perfectly  white,  and  the 
whole  of  the  moft  delicate,  juicy, 
and  favoury  flavour  conceivable. 

There  are  only  three  claws  to  its 
feet ;  the  roots  of  the  feathers  of 
the  female  are  of  a  fine  pink  colour. 

When  the  cock  rifes  up,  fome  fine 
black  velvet  feathers,  which  com¬ 
monly  lie  fmooth  upon  his  head, 
then  Hand  up  ere£l,  and  form  a  tuft 
upon  his  crown  and  his  neck. 

When  fet  by  dogs,  it  lies  clofe, 
and  fcarcely  ever  rifes  till  the  fowler 
is  fo  near  as  aim©#  to  tread  upon 
it.  The  neft  of  it  is  made  among#: 
the  grafs. 

You  read  of  them  in  defcriptions 
of  ancient  knightly  feftivals  of  the 
Nevilles,  Percys,  Mortimers,  Beau¬ 
champs,  Montacutes,  De  Courceys, 
Mohuns,  Courtenays,  and  Mow- 
brays,  under  the  name,  I  believe, 
of  Flanderkins  ;  but  whether  they 
were  then  native  of  England,  I  am 
uncertain. 

The  height  of  the  cock  florekin 
of  Bengal,  from  the  ground,  when 
he  (lands,  to  the  top  of  his  back, 
is  feventeen  inches. 

The  height  from  the  ground  to 


the  top  of  his  head,  when  he  holds 
it  upright,  is  twenty -feven  inches. 

The  length  from  the  tip  of  his 
back  to  the  end  of  his  tail,  is 
twenty-feven  inches. 

In  no  part  of  fouthern  Afia  did 
I  ever  hear  of  woodcocks ;  but 
among#  the  breed  of  fnipes  there 
is  one  called  the  painted-fnipe,  lar¬ 
ger  than  ordinary,  and  well  com- 
penfates  for  want  of  the  former. 

Fiflung,  both  with  lines  and  di- 
verfity  of  nets,  is  the  employment 
of  other  fets  of  the  party  ;  or  the 
hawking  of  herons,  cranes,  ftorks, 
and  hares,  with  the  falcon  ;  and  of 
partridge  and  lefler  birds,  with  the 
fparrow  and  fmall  hawks. 

Ladies  now  and  then  attend  the 
early  field;  if  it  be  to  view  the 
courfing  or  hawking,  they  mount 
upon  fmall  gentle#  (for  they  are  all 
gentle,) female  elephants, furmount- 
ed  with  arched. canopied  and  cur¬ 
tained  feats;  otherwife  they  ride 
on  horfeback;  more  frequently  how¬ 
ever  in  palanquins,  under  which,  as 
well  as  under  the  elephants  and  hor. 
fes,  the  birds,  (particularly  the  white 
ftork  or  paddy  bird,)  when  pounced 
at  by  the  hawks,  and  the  little  foxes, 
when  hard  preifed  by  the  dogs,  of¬ 
ten  fly  for  (belter  and  prote&ion. 
In  general,  however,  the  ladies  do 
not  rife  betimes,  nor  ftir  out  till 
the  hour  of  airing. 

The  weapons  in  ufe  on  thefe 
expeditions  are,  fowling-pieces, 
horfe  piftols,  light  lmces  or  pikes, 
and  heavy  fpears  or  javelins;  and 
every  perfon  has,  befldes,  a  fervant 
armed  with  a  feymetar  or  fabre,  and 
a  rifle  with  a  bayonet,  carrying  a 
two  ounce  ball,  in  the  event  of 
meeting  with  tigers,  hyenas,  bears, 
-or  wild  buffaloes.  Some  of  the  ladie* 
(like  Thaleftris  orHypolyta,  quite 
in  the  Diana  ftyle, )  carry  light  bows 
and  quivers  to  amufe  themfelves 
with  the  lefler  game. 
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'The  dogs  are,  pointers,  fpaniels, 
Fertian  and  European  greyhounds, 
and  Itrong  ferocious  lurchers.  Near 
Calcutta  a  few  gentlemen  keep  En- 
glifii  hounds,  but  their  fcent  quick¬ 
ly  fades,  and  theyfoon  degenerate. 

But  the  liveliek  fport  is  exhibited 
when  all  the  horfemen,  elephants, 
fervants,  guard,  and  hired  villagers 
are  affembled  and  arranged  in  one 
even  row,  with  fmall  white  flags 
(as  being  feen  fartheft,)  hoiked  pret¬ 
ty  high  at  certain  dikances,  in  order 
to  prevent  one  part  of  the  rank  from 
advancing  before  the  rek.  Pro¬ 
ceeding  in  this  manner,  in  a  regu¬ 
lar  and  progreffive  courfe,  this  line 
fweCps  the  furface,  like  a  net,  and 
impels  before  it  all  the  game  within 
its  compafs  and  extent.  When  the 
jungle  and  coppice  chance  to  open 
upon  a  plain,  it  is  a  mok  exhilarat¬ 
ing  kght  to  behold  the  quantity  and 
variety  of  animals  iffuing  at  once 
from  their  coverts :  fome  are  driven 
out  reluctantly,  others  force  their 
way  back  into  the  brake.  "During 
this  fcene  of  development,  route,  and 
difperfion,  prodigious  havock  is 
made  by  the  fowlers,  falconers,  and 
huntfmen,  whilft  the  country  people 
and  children,  with  kicks  and  kaves, 
either  catch  or  demoliki  the  fawns, 
leverets,  wild  pigs,  and  other  young 
animals,  which  have  returned  into 
the  coppice. 

Inftances  occaflonally  occur,  where 
the  natives  of  the  vicinage  petition 
the  gentlemen  to  dekrov  a  tio-er 

u  4  o 

that  has  infeked  the  dikriCf,  to  the 
annoyance  and  devakation  of  their 
flocks  and  fhepherds,  and  perpetual 
alarm  of  the  poor  cottagers  them- 
felves.  Although  an  arduous  and 
perilous  adventure,  and  what  the 
-gentlemen  all  profefs,  in  their  cooler 
moments,  to  reprobate  and  decline, 
yet,  when  in  the  field,  they  gene¬ 
rally  comply  with  the  folicitation, 
and  undertake  the  exploit.  Their 


inkant  animation,  not  unattended 
with  emotions  of  benevolence  and 
compafiion,  prefently  fuperfede  every 
di&ate  of  prudence,  and,  fpite  of 
their  predetermination,  they  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  affault,  the  villagers  all 
the  while  kanding  aloof.  If  con¬ 
ducted  deliberately,  with  circum- 
fpeftion,  and  with  the  aid  of  the 
fepoys,  they  foon  accomplifh  their 
purpofe,  and  bring  in  the  mok  dread¬ 
ful  and  formidable  of  all  tremendous 
beaks,  amidk  the  homage  and  ac¬ 
clamations  of  the  peafantry.  But 
fhould  they  lofe  their  prefence  of 
mind,  prolong  or  precipitate  the 
conflict,  aCt  with  incaution,  or  at¬ 
tack  the  exafperated  infuriated  fa- 
vage  with  tumult  and  confuflon, 
the  event  is  often  fatal,  by  his  feiz- 
ing,  lacerating  and  crufhing  every 
creature  within  his  reach ;  nor  ceaf- 
ing  to  rend,  tear,  claw,  and  deflroy, 
to  the  very  moment  of  his  dekruc- 
tion,  or  of  his  flight. 

Sometimes  do  the  natives  en¬ 
treat  the  gentlemen  to  rid  them  of 
wild  buffaloes,  (the  largek  of  all 
known  animals,  the  elephant  ex¬ 
cepted, )  that  have  laid  wake  their 
cultivation ;  and  at  others,  to  clear 
their  valk  tanks,  or  finall  neigh¬ 
bouring  lakes,  of  alligators,  which 
devour  their  flfh,  or  do  mifehief  on 
fhore.  So  much  hazard  is  not  in¬ 
curred,  however,  by  achievements  of 
this  fort,  as  from  the  encounter 
of  a  tiger ;  for  though  the  hides  of 
thofe  creatures  refik  a  ball  from  a 
firelock  at  common  mufquet  dif- 
tance,  they  are  by  no  means  im¬ 
penetrable  to  fhot  from  a  rifle,  or 
other  pieces  with  a  chamber,  or  of 
a  wider  calibre. 

A  drum,  with  a  banner  difplayed 
from  the  hall  tent,  give  fignals  to 
the  company  for  their  meals. 

Breakfaft  is  a  mok  delightful  re- 
paft :  the  fportfmen  return  keen, 
frefb,  ruddy  and  voracious ;  and  the 
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appearance  of  the  ladies  in  Ample 
loofe  attire,  the  elegant  diflaabille 
of  cleared  muflin  with  plain  float¬ 
ing  ribbons,  and  diflievelled  trefles, 
captivate  to  fafcination.  Nor  is  the 
palate  lefs  gratified:  Englilh, French, 
Italian,  and  Dutch  viands  all  com¬ 
bine  to  provoke  it,  by  a  profufion 
of  cold  viftuals,  faked  and  dried 
meats  and  fifh,  hams,  tongues,  faufa- 
ges,  hung-beef,  fallads,  chocolate, 
coffee,  tea,  frefh  milk,  preferves, 
fruit,  and  eggs,  rendered  ftill  more 
grateful  by  the  moft  fprightly  cheer- 
fulnefs  and  Auroral  gaiety. 

After  breakfaft,  conveyances  of 
different  forts  are  prepared  for  an 
airing,  not  merely  for  the  fake  of 
airing  only,  but  to  view  fome  na¬ 
tural  or  artificial  curiofity  or  manu¬ 
facture  ;  fome  noted  town,  diftin- 
guifhed  mofque,  celebrated  pagoda, 
renowned  dirgah,  or  venerable  mau- 
foleum  ;  fome  confecrated  grove,  the 
fequeftered  refidence  of  fakeers,  or 
fome  extenfive  profpeft  from  the 
fummit  of  rugged  cliffs,  impending 
over  an  expanfe  of  water,  bordering 
perhaps  a  level  lawn,  whofe  ver¬ 
dure  is  vaulted  only,  not  concealed, 
by  a  diffufcd  aflemblage  of  ftately 
columniated  palms,  of  four  different 
fpecies,  tufted  and  foliaged  only, 
in  graceful  inclinations  at  their  ca¬ 
pitals,  all  equally  ornamental,  the 
date,  the  cocoa-nut,  the  beetel,  and 
the1  palmyra. 

Between  the  airing  and  an  early 
dinner,  the  hours  are  irregularly  dif- 
pofed,  as  chance  may  dictate,  or  ca¬ 
price  fuggeft.  Some  play  at  crick¬ 
et  and  quoits,  fwim,  jump,  fence, 
run  a  match  ofhorfes,  or  {hoot  at  a 
mark ;  whilft  others  direft  the 
mountaineers  and  woodmen,  (who 
rove  about  in  bands  for  this  exprefs 
purpofe,}  where  to  inveigle,  en¬ 
tangle,  or  kill  beafts,  birds,  fifh,  and 
fnakes,  for  which  they  are  furnifh- 
ed  with  variety  of  implements,  fuch 


as  matchlocks,  tiger-bows,  fpears, 
darts  in  grooves,  balls  in  tubes,  pel¬ 
let-bows,  limed- rods,  flakes,  and 
bufhes ;  fafcinatingallurements,fuch 
as  painted,  fpotted,  and  foliaged 
fcreens,  bells,  nets,  and  torches, 
bundles  of  twigs,  rufhes  and  reeds, 
artificial  ducks  and  decoy  birds, 
with  traps,  gins,  fprings,  fnares, 
and  other  flratagems  and  inventions 
of  wonderful  enchantment,  inge¬ 
nuity,  mechanifm,  and  contrivance. 

It  is  fomewhat  extraordinary, 
but  neverthelefs  a  faft,  the  influence 
of  fafcination  poflefled  by  the  tiger, 
and  all  of  his,  the  feline  fpecies, 
over  many  other  creatures.  'Spied 
by  deer  particularly,  they  flop  at 
once,  as  if  ftruck  by  a  fpell,  while 
the  tiger  lies  ftill,  his  eyes  fixed  on 
them,  and  quietly  awaiting  their  ap¬ 
proach,  which  they  feldom  fail  to 
make  gradually  within  his  fpring ; 
for  the  large  royal  tiger  cannot  run 
fpeedily  or  far.  The  glow  of  their 
eyes  is  fierce  and  powerful.  I  my- 
felf  once  paffed  a  royal  tiger  in  the 
night  near  a  wood,  and  could  plainly 
perceive  the  fcintillations  from  his 
eyes.  He  was  deterred  from  ap¬ 
proaching  us  by  the  light  of  flam¬ 
beaux,  and  the  noife  of  a  fmall  drum 
which  we  carried,  and  was  beat  bv 
a  fervant  for  the  purpofe  of  fearing 
him  away. 

Wherever  tigers  roam  or  couch, 
a  number  of  birds  continually  col- 
left  or  hover  about  them,  fereaming 
and  crying  as  if  to  create  an  alarm. 
But  the  peacock  feems  to  be  parti¬ 
cularly  allured  by  him  ;  for  the  in- 
ftant  a  flock  of  pea-fowl  perceive 
him,  they  advance  towards  him  di- 
reftly,  and  begin  ftrutting  round 
him  with  wings  fluttering,  quiver¬ 
ing  feathers,  and  bridling  and  ex¬ 
panded  tails.  Of  this  enticement 
the  fowlers  alfo  make  their  advan¬ 
tage  ;  for,  by  painting  a  brown 
cloth  fereen,  about  fix  feet  fquare, 
*  B  3  with 
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with  black  fpots  or  breaks,  and  ad¬ 
vancing  under  its  cover  fronting  the 
fun, the  birds  either  approach  towards 
them,  or  differ  them  to  fteal  near 
enough  to  be  fure  of  their  mark,  by 
a  hole  left  in  the  canvas  for  them 
to  fire  through. 

Several  other  indances  of  the  faf- 
cination  of  animals  1  have  myfelf 
been  witnefs  to  in  Bengal.  Three 
or  four  times,  where  a  line  of  troops 
were  raarchirg  in  a  Jong  uninter¬ 
rupted  ferieg  ;  ffed  a  herd  of  deer  ;  I 
obferved  *  at  vAcn  iheir  attention 
was  taken  of*  i'l  om  grazing,  by  the 
humming  murmuring  noife  proceed¬ 
ing  from  the  troops  in  palling,  they 
at  firft  and  for  a  while  dood  daring 
and  aghad,  as  if  at  traded  by  the 
fuccelfive  progredionof  the  files,  all 
clothed  in  red.  At  length,  how¬ 
ever,  the  leading  dag,  “  <virgregis 
iffe,”  ltriking  the  grourtd,  fnorted, 
and  immediately  rudied  forward 
acrofs  the  ranks,  followed  by  the 
whole  colledion,  to  the  utter  dif- 
may  and  confufion  of  the  foldiery  : 
thus  running  into  the  very  danger  one 
naturally  hoppofes  they  mud  have 
at  fird  been  anxious  to  avoid.  The 
men,  who  were  apprized  by  the 
found  of  their  approach,  dopped, 
and  made  way  for  them.  Over  the 
heads  of  the  others,  who  were  heed- 
lefs  and  inattentive,  they  bounded 
with  wonderful  agility,  and  fled 
over  the  plain. 

Driving  one  evening  along  the 
road  in  a  phaeton,  and  pretty  fad,  I 
perceived  a  young  heifer  running 
near  the  carriage,  with  her  eyes 
intently  fixed  upon  one  of  the  hind 
wheels ;  by  the  whirling  of  which 
the  animal  feemed  completely  druck 
and  afreded.  Thus  purfuing  her 
objed  for  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 
die,  by  a  fudden  impulfe,  rapidly 
darted  forward  towards  the  wheel, 
which  then  driking  her  itofe,  the 
attention  of  the  creature  became  in¬ 


terrupted  by  the  violence  of  the 
fridion,  and  was,  of  courfe,  with¬ 
drawn  :  die  then  immediately  dood 
dock  dill,  and  prefentiy  after  turn¬ 
ed  about  fiowly  and  made  off. 

Beyond  all  other  animals,  how¬ 
ever,  ferpents  poffefs  mod  eminently 
this  occult  power:  frequently  are 
they  feen  revolved  on  the  branches 
of  trees,  or  on  the  ground,  meditat¬ 
ing  their  prey,  either  birds,  fquir- 
rels,  rats,  mice,  bats,  frogs,  hares, 
or  other  animals. 

The  ladies,  as  they  are  inclined,  ei¬ 
ther  read,  walk,  fwing,  exercife 
themfelves  in  archery,  or  at  fhuttle- 
cock  in  the  groves ;  or  they  fing  and 
piay  in  their  tents.  Others,  whild 
at  work,  are  read  to  by  their  com¬ 
panions,  of  all  amufements,  per¬ 
haps,  the  mod  deledable. 

At  the  end  of  a  convivial  dinner, 
every  foul,  provided  the  weather 
prove  fultry,  or  they  find  themfelves 
fatigued,  retires  to  repofe. 

On  riling  from  this  fieda,  of  all 
lidlefs  indulgences  the  mod  footh- 
ing,  comfortable,  and  refrefhing  ; 
and  certainly  mod  wholefome,  all 
animals  inclining  to  deep  after 
nourilhment ;  carriages  are  again 
in  readinefs,  or  light  boats,  where 
a  dream  or  lake  is  near,  to  give  the 
company  the  evening's  refpiration 
(which  the  inhabitants  of  colder 
regions  tade  only  in  poetical  de- 
fcription,)  breathing  health  as  weil 
as  recreation. 

The  twilight  being  fhort  under 
the  tropics,  the  day  of  courfe  (huts 
in  prefentiy  after  fun-fet,  when 
cards  and  dice  become  part  of  the 
evening’s  entertainment.  Chefs, 
backgammon,  whid,  picquet,  tre- 
drille,  quinze,  and  loo,  are  the  fa¬ 
vourite  games.  Thefe,  with  do- 
medic  fports,  anticks,  gambols, 
tricks,  pranks,  and  frolicks,  where 
the  humour  prevails;  together  with 
the  flights  of  jugglers,  feats  of  tum¬ 
blers. 
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biers,  (In  which  performances  the 
Hindus  are  expert  adepts,)  and 
dances  of  the  natives,  wile  away 
the  time,  and  beguile  it  not  unplea- 
fantly  to  the  hour  of  fupper,  the 
principal  meal ;  when  a  repaft,  en¬ 
livened  by  every  elevation  of  fpirit 
and  kindly  difpofition  that  can  con¬ 
duce  to  promote  good  humour  and 
feftive  hilarity,  terminates  the  day, 

Thefe  parties  generally  continue, 
with  fome  variation  in  the  amufe- 
ments,  fifteen  or  twenty  days ;  and 
the  diffolution  of  them  is  as  gene¬ 
rally  lamented,  with  heart-felt  re¬ 
gret,  by  the  individuals  who  com- 
pofe  them. 

From  the  Calcutta  Monthly  your- 
naly  December  14,  1795. 

As  a  party  of  gentlemen  were  in 
purfuit  of  fnipe,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Dum-dum,  they  moft  unexpe&edly 
roufed  a  royal  tiger.  The  animal 
immediately  feized  on  the  firft  per- 
fon  near  him,  which  happened  to  be 
a  native  fervant,  who  was  carrying 
a  gun,  and  killed  him  on  thefpot. 

The  gentlemen,  alarmed  as  they 
were,  did  not  retire  from  the  place 
where  the  accident  happened,  with¬ 
out  attempting  to  refcue  the  poor 
fellow  from  the  jaws  of  the  monfter. 
They  difcharged  their  pieces  at  him; 
but,  as  they  were  all  loaded  with 
fmajll  fnot,  they  made  no  fenfible 
impreffion  on  him  :  he  continued  to 
devour  his  prey,  until  the  fporting 
party  affembled  a  number  of  the 


country  people,  who,  by  fhouting, 
and  beating  of  tom-toms,  at  length 
drove  him  off. 

Intelligence  of  this  unfortunate- 
affair  was  immediately  difpatched 
to  Calcutta,  for  the  information  of 
fome  keen  fportfmen,  who  delight 
in  the  manly  exercife  and  dangerous 
amufement  of  tiger-hunting ;  the 
party  was  foon  formed,  and  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  who  compofed  it  proceeded 
to  the  ground  without  delay,  armed 
for  the  purpofe,  and  mounted  on 
elephants. 

Nor  were  they  long  in  finding 
out  the  ferocious  animal,  who  was 
weltering  in  gore  when  thejrcame 
up  with  him.  An  immediate  at¬ 
tack  began  ;  but  inftead  of  retreat¬ 
ing,  the  tiger  made  a  fuccefsful 
fpring,  and  fattened  upon  one  of  the 
elephants.  The  driver  was  not, 
however,  difmayed  ;  for,  by  a  very 
fevere  blow  (truck  with  his  hook  on 
a  tender  part  of  the  enraged  animal, 
he  forced  him  to  quit  his  hold. 

Several  (hots  were  then  fired  at 
him,  and  although  moft  of  them 
took  place,  yet  none  had  touched  a 
vital  part.  The  animal,  however, 
became  furious  beyond  defcription, 
running  at  and  charging  every  thing 
that  came  near  him,  until  one  of  the 
party,  well  known  for  his  prowefs, 
as  well  as  dexterity  in  the  field, 
intrepidly  advanced  upon  him,  and, 
with  a  hog-fpear,  pinned  the  grill  y 
monfter  to  the  ground. 


OF  THE  SPORTS  OF  THE  FIELD  IN  HINDUSTAN. 

(Communicated  by  Colonel  G.  Ironside.) 

The  men  of  rank  and  fortune  verfed  in  the  pra&ice  of  catching 
amongft  the  natives  of  Hinduftan,  animals  by  allurement,  difguife,  en- 
befides  falconers,  fowlers,  fifhermen,  fnaring,  ambufti,  fafcination,  and 
huntfrnen,  and  gangs  of  game-keep-  other  ft  ratagems  and  devices,  where- 
ers,  for  the  chal'e,  and  other  dif-  in  are  employed  a  confiderable  num- 
ferent  (ports,  entertain  alfo  perfons  ber  of  different  iuftruments  and  im- 
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plements  of  enticement,  conftraint, 
imitation,  and  infatuation. 

Amongft  others,  when  they  are 
defirous  of  taking  jackalls  alive, 
two  men  approach  their  holes  or 
covert,  and  begin  mimicking  the 
Cfies  of  the  young  ones,  while  they 
gambol  and  play  about :  this  yelp-  ' 
ing  noife  foon  ,  inveigles  the  male, 
\v ho  advancing,  is  entangled  in  a 
fnare  laid  for  the  purpofe  ;  on  con¬ 
tinuing  the  fame  kind  of  fqualling, 
the  female  foon  follows  her  mate, 
and  is  entrapped  in  the  like  manner. 

Of  Fifh  ing. 

Fifn  are  caught  in  Bengal,  by 
placing  a  bundle  of  rufiiy  bufhes  of 
bavins  in  the  water  over  night ;  alfo, 
by  furrounding  a  large  extent  of 
[hallow  water  with  mats,  and  then 
contracting  the  fpace  ■’till  hand  nets 
can  be  ufed  with  effeCt. 

Small  fifh  are  caught  in  fmall  ri¬ 
vulets  or  lakes,  in  Bengal,  by  making 
a  noife  with  fmall  bells  or  flicks,  in 
one  boat,  and  driving  the  fhh  by 
that  means  towards  another. 

Of  Pawling, 

Small  birds  are  taken  by  fowl¬ 
ers,  by  fixing  one  hollow  and  very 
[fender  reed  into  another  rather 
thicker,  (like  the  joints  of  a  fifh  ing 
rod,)  touched  with  bird-lime,  that  in¬ 
to  a  third,  and  fo  on,  till  the  firfl  be 
long  enough,  by  being  infinuated 
among  the  boughs  with  a  quick  mo¬ 
tion,  to  touch  the  bird  aimed  at. 
Or  a  fmall  arrow,  or  clay  ball,  is 
put  into  a  long  tube,  and  the  bird 
ftruck  with  it  by  a  blaft  from  the 
mouth.  Or  they  are  killed  with  a 
pellet  bow,  which  is  a  common  bow 
with  two  firings,  feparated  by  a  fmall 
flender  bit  of  ftick,  near  which  is 
fixed  a  bit  of  leather  to  receive  the 
pellet.  The  aim  of  this  infirument 
is  more  certain  than  that  of  any 
Other  miffile  weapon. 

Wild  fowl  are  caught  in  Pcriia 
by  perfons  who  go  in  the  night  near 


marfhy  rufhy  places,  and  difplay  on 
a  fudden  many  lights  on  the  ftern 
of  the  boats ;  then  ringing  fmall 
bells,  the  birds  are  frightened,  and 
fly  into  their  very  hands. 

Wild  ducks,  and  other  water 
fowl,  are  caught  in  Hinduftan  by 
people  wading  or  fwimming  the 
lakes,  either  with  an  earthen  pot 
over  their  heads,  or  the  artificial  re- 
prelentation  of  a  duck,  fafhioned  fo 
as  to  put  on  like  a  cap  ;  by  which 
contrivance  they  get  clofe  enough 
to  geefe,  widgeon,  teal,  &c.  to  pull 
the.pi  by  the  feet  under  water,  till 
they  have  filled  a  girdle  made  of 
netting,  or  tied  or  twified  one  of 
their  wings,  fo  as  to  let  them  float, 
without  hazarding  their  efcape,  up¬ 
on  the  furface  of  the  water.  And 
this  they  effeCt  without  much  dif- 
turbance  among  the  reft  of  the  flocks 
on  the  lake ;  and  fo  eafily,  and  in 
fuch  abundance,  as  to  afford  them  for 
a  penny  or  three- halfpence  a-piece. 

Of  Hunting. 

In  order  todeftroy  the  rhinoceros, 
when  he  ravages  the  corn  and  her¬ 
bage,  pit-falls  are  made  ;  but  they 
are  feldom  caught  alive,  except  when 
young. 

Of  catching  Tigers . 

To  catch  tigers  and  leopards 
feveral  contrivances  are  employed. 
The  mod  common  are,  a  large  trap 
(not  unlike  a  rat-trap)  baited  with 
a  live  kid,  caged  at  one  end  of  the 
trap,  and  thus  fecured  from  feizure. 
Or  a  large  bamboo  bow  is  ftretched 
oppofite  the  animal’s  accuftomed 
haunt,  armed  with  a  long  barbed 
arrow.  A  fmall  thread  is  then  laid 
acrofs  the  track,  communicating 
with  the  bow  firing,  which,  when¬ 
ever  it  is  hampered  or  contracted, 
difeharges  an  arrow  with  a  violence 
that  feldom  fails  to  pierce  and  to 
deftroy  its  obiedt. 

Of  the  Tiger  Bow. 

Firft  dtre£lioit,—~ This  bow  con- 
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Ms,  lft,  of  a  ftrong  bamboo,  about 
fix  feet  long,  and  half  an  inch  thick, 
with  a  fmall  rope  for  a  ftring.  2d,  Of 
a  feparate  {lick,  about  one  inch  fquare 
and  two  and  a  half  feet  long  ;  two  op- 
polite  lides  whereof  are  cut  through, 
from  the  upper  end,  two  thirds  of 
the  way  down.  This  flit  is  in  the 
middle,  and  one-third  of  an  inch 
wide.  sd.  A  loop  is  faflened  to 
the  flit  flick,  by  a  cord,  juft  hang¬ 
ing  over  the  upper  end  of  the  flit. 
4th.  To  the  other  end  of  this  cord, 
which  is  about  one  foot  in  length,  is 
tied  a  fmall  round  flick,  not  quite  the 
third  of  an  inch  thick,  and  fix  inches 
long.  5th.  One-third  down  the  flit  is 
a  fmall  peg,  which  pafles  through  the 
flit  of  the  fquare  flick,  in  the  mid¬ 
dle,  tranfverfely.  6th.  From  the 
top  of  the  fmall  round  flick  depends 
a  fmall  flat  pin,  two  inches  long, 
by  a  ftring,  one  foot  in  length.  7th. 
There  is  a  fmall  ftring  tied  rather 
loofely  over  the  fquare  flick,  and 
alfo  a  very  thin  flight  bit  of 
bamboo,  one  inch  long,  and  the 
tenth  of  an  inch  broad;  to  the  mid- 
,  die  of  which  is  faflened  a  green  filk 
or  cotton  thread,  about  feven  feet 
long,  to  be  employed  as  hereafter 
directed.  8th.  A  long  barbed  ar¬ 
row  is  prepared,  and  the  point  me¬ 
dicated  with  poifon. 

Second  direction. — lft.  Hold  the 
feparate  fquare  flick  with  loop  up¬ 
wards,  and  the  point  towards  the 
bow ;  put  the  ftring  of  the  bow 
under  the  loop. 

2d.  Put  the  end  of  the  fmall 
round  flick  through  the  loop,  and  a 
little  way  into  the  hollow  of  the  flit. 

Sd.  Convey  the  fmall  flat  pin,  ftrft 
under  the  peg  which  erodes  the  flit, 
and  then  pufli  the  upper  end  of  it  a 
little  back,  over  the  peg. 

4th.  Place  the  point  of  the  fmall 
flat  pin  upon  a  ftring  tied  rather 
joofely  over  the  fquare  flick  for 
that  purpofe,  foas  flightly  and  tem¬ 
porarily  to  reft  upon  it. 


5th.  Stretch  the  bow  with  the 
fquare  flick  thus  prepared ;  the  up¬ 
per  end  whereof  then  notches  into 
the  ftring,  and  the  other  refts  firmly 
upon  the  infide  of  the  bow  itfelf. 

6th.  Then  place  the  bow  in  a 
bufli,  or  grafs,  on  crofs  flicks  (form¬ 
ed  to  fupport  it),  two  feet  from  the 
ground,  on  one  fide  of  a  path  fre¬ 
quented  by  tigers,  wolves,  hyaenas, 
&c. 

7th.  The  barbed  arrow  is  to  be 
laid  exartly  in  the  direction  of  the 
fquare  flit  flick,  with  its  notch  in 
the  bow  ftring. 

8th.  Remove  the  ftring  whereon 
the  fmall  flat  pin  temporarily  refted, 
and  fubftitute  the  flight  bit  of  bam¬ 
boo  above  mentioned  in  its  Head. 

gth.  Carry  the  green  ftring  acrofe 
the  path,  and  tie  it  flightly  to  a  bulk, 
or  grafs,  on  the  other  fide. 

On  any  wild  bead  touching  the 
ftring,  it  draws  away  the  bit  of 
bamboo  which  fupported  the  point  of 
the  fiat  pin  ;  the  pin  immediately 
flies  up  from  the  peg,  which  occafions 
the  fmall  round  flick  to  give  way  ; 
that  of  courfe  loofens  the  ftring  of 
the  bow,  which  forces  away  the  ar¬ 
row  dirertly  forward,  and  drives,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  fquare  flit  flick 
backwards,  the  whole  thus  operating, 
and  at  once  tumbling  to  pieces. 

“  The  Arabs,”  fays  Dr.  Shaw, 
(i  do  not  fpring  game  with  dogs, 
but,  ftiading  themfeives  with  a  piece 
of  canvas,  ftretchcd  upon  two 
reeds,  into  the  ftiape  of  a  door, 
they  walk  through  avenues  where 
they  expert  to  find  it.  The  can¬ 
vas  is  ufuaily  fpotted,  or  painted 
■with  the  figure  of  a  leopard;  and, 
a  little  below  the  top,  there  is 
one  or  more  holes  for  the  fowler 
to  look  through,  and  fee  what 
pafles  before  him.  Quails,  and 
fuch  like  birds  as  feed  in  flocks, 
will,  upon  fight  of  the  canvas, 
{land  {till,  and  look  aftonifhed. 
This  gives  a  fportfman  an  op. 

portunity 
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jportumty  of  coming  very  near 
them,  and  then  felting  the  can¬ 
vas  upon  the  ground,  and.  direct¬ 
ing  the  muzzle  of  his  piece 
through  one  of  the  holes,  knocks 
down  fometimes  a  whole  covey 
of  them.” 

Inftances  of  the  fame  fort  occur 
frequently  in  Hinduftan ;  but  it  is 
there  attributed,  by  the  natives,  to 
the  force  of  fafcination;  for  they 
have  obferved,  that  when  deer  or 
peacocks  perceive  a  tiger,  (whofe 
teyes,  when  either  enraged,  or  keen 
or  eager  for  prey,  appear  as  if  emit- 
ing  fcintillations,)  they  feem  en¬ 
chanted,  look  ftedfaftly  at  their  ene¬ 
my,  and  keep  gradually  and  regu¬ 
larly  appfbaching,  till  within  his 
teach,  when  he  fprings  upon  and 
devours  them.  For  tigers,  and  other 
animals  of  the  feline  fpecies,  feldom 
purfue  their  prey,  not  being  very 
fleet,  but  ufually  lie  in  ambulh  for 
it.  Birds  and  other  animals  are 
known  in  like  manner  to  be  fafci- 
rmted  by  ferpents,  whofe  eyes  gene¬ 
rally  fiafh  vibrations  of  vivid  light. 
Of  this  bewitching  power  in  tigers 
the  mountaineers  ol  Hinduftan  avail 
themfelves,  particularly  in  the  al¬ 
lurement  of  peacocks.  Upon  a  light 
bamboo  frame,  of  the  dimenfions  of 
fix  feet  by  four,  they  fallen  a  flight 
painted  canvas,  coloured  and  ftreak- 
ed  like  the  fkin  of  a  tiger,  with  a 
hole  near  the  top ;  concealed  by  this 
fcreen,  they  plant  it  near  a  flock  of 
peacocks,  andoppofite  to  the  fun.  As 
icon  as  the  birds  perceive  the  colour¬ 
ed  canvas,  they  advance  towards  it, 
fbrnetim.es  brillling  up  their  crells, 
wings,  and  tails,  till  the  fportfman, 
pointing  his  gun  through  rhc  hole, 
(hoots  them  with  unerring  aim. 

Of  catching  Elephants. 

There  are  two  methods  prac¬ 
ticed  in  the  provinces  cfTipperah 
and  Silhet  (eaft  of  Chittagong),  to 
Catch  elephants.  One  is  by  three 
or  four  tame  mile  ones,  (bred  for  the 


purpofe,)  a  female,  and  a  young  ele¬ 
phant,  led  to  the  borders  of  a  foreft, 
where  the  wild  ones,  attracted  by 
their  cries,  (and  often,  probably  by 
theirfmell,)  come  near  them,  and  are 
fur  rounded  by  the  tame  ones,  till 
two  or  three  of  the  riders,  demount¬ 
ing,  entangle  their  feet  in  ftrong 
ropes,  which  they  pin  to  the  ground 
or  fallen  to  trees  till  the  prifoner 
becomes  gentle  and  obedient.  The 
other  mode  is  to  make  a  keddah,  or 
indofure,  by  encompafiing  a  pretty 
large  fpace  of  ground  near  fome  fpot 
where  elephants  frequent,  with  flakes 
and  boughs  interwoven,  except  two 
apertures  oppoflte  to  each  other ; 
then  to  fend  feveral  female  and  young 
ones  to  entice  the  males.  When  a 
•fufheient  number  are  collected,  the 
females,  at  a  fignal,  or  with  drivers 
on  their  backs,  make  immediately 
for  the  keddah,  and  pafs  dnt  r 
through  it :  the  wild  ones  f  <■  , 
but  are  prevented  palling  :i 

by  bars  fhoved  betweenpao  in  re; 
their  proceeding  further, 
the  whole  are  in,  the  bars  on  •  r.e 
entrance  fide  are  alfo  clofed,  and  r  e 
wild  ones  left  a  few  days  with  i:  :  de 
or  no  food,  till  they  grow  tame, 
which  they  foon  do,  being  in  their 
nature  docile  and  tradable. 

Nigh  the  mountains  feparating 
the  provinces  of  Oude  and  Rchii- 
cund  from  Napaul,  elephants  are 
caught  by  pit-fails ;  or  driven  from 
their  haunts  in  the  forefts,  and  then 
furrounded  by  very  numerous  gangs 
•  of  profeiTed  hunters,  bred  to  the 
chace  and  capture  of  wild  beafts. 

There  is  no  part  of  the  world, 
perhaps,  which  produces  game  in 
fuch  diverflty  and  abundance  as 
Bengal,  where  no  foreft  or  other 
laws  exift  for  its  prefervation.  Ba¬ 
ffles  fifteen  fpecies  of  deer,  com- 
priftng  the  antelope,  the  roebuck, 
the  red-fleer,  the  fma’ll  moufe-deer, 
the  hog,  or  b  rift  led,  and  the  mufk- 
deer,  there  are  wild  hogs,  hares,  fe- 
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veral  kinds  of  common  partridge, 
quails,  peacocks,  ortolans,  and  black 
partridge  in  plenty :  wildgecfe,  wild 
ducks,  teal,  widgeon,  water-hens, 
cranes,  ftorks,  and  fnipes,  of  fundry 
fhapes,  colours  and  fizes,  together 
with  other  aquatic  fowl,  are  innu¬ 
merable.  The  florekin  too,  (the 
fame  bird,  I  believe,  that  was  known 
in  England  in  antient  times,  by  the 
name  of  Flanderkin,  but  of  which 
there  are  now  no  remains  there,)  the 
greateft  delicacy  and  rarity  for  the 
table,  partaking  of  the  flavour  both 
of  the  land  and  water  fowl*  is  alfo 
met  with  here,  but  in  no  confidcr- 
able  quantity.  Variety  of  fllh  is 
fupplied  alfo  from  a  multitude  of 
rivers,  creeks,  lakes,  and  tanks.  But 
there  are  no  pheafants  in  Bengal, 
though  the  adjacent  provinces  of 
Cooch-bahar,  Tipperah,  and  all  the 
neighbouring  woods  and  mountains 
dividing  India  from  Tartary,  abound 
with  the  fpotted  and  fpeckled,  the 
golden,  and  the  Argus  pheafant. 
One  fpecies  of  the  latter  kind  are 
of  light  blue,  and  another  of  a  brown 
colour ;  both  of  them  have  eyes  at 
the  extremity  of  the  feathers  over 
their  whole  bodv. 

j 

In  the  attack  of  the  tiger,  and 
of  the  wild  buffalo,  (the  largeft  of 
animals  next  to  the  elephant)  ele¬ 
phants  are  employed,  with  the  addi¬ 
tion  fometimes  of  horfemen,  armed 
with  guns,  fpears,  bows  and  arrows, 
and  often  with  coats  of  mail.  The 
wolf  and  the  wild  boar  are  chafed  by 
dogs  (a  kind  of  lurchers,)  followed 
by  huntfmen,  armed  with  match¬ 
locks,  piftols  and  lances.  Both 
greyhounds  and  falcons  are  bred 


to  purfue  the  antelope  and  the  hare, 
and  the  former  afford  excellent  di- 
verfion  alfo,  after  the  jackal!,  and  a 
fmall  kind  of  beautiful  fox.  Both 
large  and  fmall  hawks  are  fled  at 
partridge,  quail,  cranes,  herons, 
ftorks,  and  all  forts  of  water-fowl. 
The  fmall  hawk  {kirns  the  lakes, 
while  the  falcons,  hovering  orerthd 
brink  of  it,  pounce  upon  their  prey 
the  moment  it  flies  over  the  ground. 

Game  of  almoft  every  fpecies  is, 
indeed,  fo  frequent  all  over  Hindu- 
ftan,  that  a  gentleman,  namedKnight, 
remarkably ikilful  in  field  fports,  and 
a  celebrated  markfman,  would  kill, 
with  his  own  hand,  in  the  fpace  of 
a  fingle  day,  including  deer,  wild 
hogs  and  peacocks,  fufficient  to  load 
a  fmall  Hinduftan  cart. 

Some  gentlemen  have  been  at  the 
expence  of  bringing  hounds  from 
England  j  but  after  the  firft  feafon 
their  fcent  degenerates,  and  they  are 
liable,  as  well  as  European  fpaniels 
and  pointers,  to  frequent  diforders 
in  their  bowels,  proceeding  from 
the  excefiive  heats,  which  foon  de¬ 
ft  roy  them. 

The  native  mountaineers  fome¬ 
times  ufe  their  country -dogs  as 
hounds  ;  but  their  fcent  is  not  very 
good,  nor  do  they  hunt  them  in  large 
packs. 

In  the  chace  of  the  oftrich,  in  Africa, 
at  firft  fetting  off,  the  huntfmen  are 
left  far  behind  the  oftrich ;  but  as  he 
proceeds  on,  he  grows  tired,  and, 
then  begins  to  run  round  in  circlesj 
till  at  length,  quite  fatigued,  he 
hides  his  head  in  fome  hole  or  dark 
covert,  and  fuflfers  himfelf  to  be 
taken. 


ACCOUNT  OF  FEATS  OF  STRENGTH,  ACTIVITY,  AND  JLEGER* 

DEMA1N,  IN  HINDUSTAN. 

(Communicated  by  Colonel  G.  Ironside.) 

Balancing.  above  each  other  upqn  a  man’s  head. 

Five  earthen  water-pots  are  placed  A  young  girl  mounts  upon  the  upper- 

moft. 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1801. 


moft,  and  the  man  then  dances  about 
with  the  pots  and  girl  thus  balanced. 

A  pole  is  railed  to  the  height  of 
about  twenty- five  feet,  topped  by 
a  flender  fpindle,  capped  by  a  fmall 
brafs  ball.  A  yard  is  tied  acrofs 
the  pole*  About  three  feet  below 
the  yard-arm,  hangs  a  bamboo  bent 
into  the  fhape  of  a  crefcent.  A 
woman  afcends  the  pole  by  one  of 
its  corded  flays,  as  eafily  as  by  a 
ladder,  fixes  the  ball  into  a  brafs 
focket  inferted  within  her  girdle,  ‘ 
and  then  extending  herfelf  along  up¬ 
on  her  belly,  with  legs  and  arms 
fpread  out,  die  turns  round  with  a 
confiderable  degree  of  celerity.  She 
then  defcends  to  the  crefcent,  and 
depends  from  i  t,  firft  by  one  hand, 
then  by  the  bend  of  one  knee,  and 
laftly  by  one  foot  only,  her  head 
downwards,  and  her  arms  and  other 
foot  fpread  abroad,  fvvinging  all  the 
while,  till  fhe  catches  the  bow 
with  her  other  foot,  and  then  fo 
high  as  again  to  recover  her  hold 
of  the  crefcent  (by  bending  up  her 
body  at  the  fame  time, }  with  both 
hands. 

A  man  balances  a  pole  about  fix- 
teen  feet  long,  the  bottom  of  which 
is  fixed  into  a  thick  linen  fafh  or 
girdle.  Another  man  gets  upon  his 
back,  and  from  thence  runs  up  the 
pole,  his  hands  aiding  his  feet,  with 
the  nimblenefs  of  a  fquirrel.  He 
then  proceeds,  firft  to  extend  him- 
felf  on  the  pole  upon  his  belly,  and 
then  upon  his  back,  his  arms  and 
legs  both  times  fpread  out.  Next, 
lie  flings  himfelf  out  horizontally 
from  the  pole,  which  is  all  the  time 
balanced  upon  the  girdle,  holding 
only  by  his  arms.  This  attitude 
is  called  by  the  tumblers  the  flag. 
Thirdly,  he  (lands  upon  his  head 
on  the  top  of  the  pole,  holding  the 
pole  below  the  fummit  with  his 
hands.  Finally,  he  throws  himfelf 
backwards,  from  the  lafl  portion, 
down  the  pole,  holding  by  his  hands. 


then  turns  over  again,  holding  by 
his  feet,  and  thus  over  and  over, 
till  he  lights  upon  the  ground.  He 
hangs  alfo,  from  the  bend  6f 
one  knee,  with  his  head  down¬ 
wards. 

A  man  lies  down,  and  croffes  his 
feet.  Two  others  extend  themfelves 
upon  his  legs  and  feet.  He  rolls 
himfelf  backward  till  his  feet  are 
raifed,  and  again  till  his  knees  are 
ftretched  out,  with  the  men  ftill 
reft  Ing  upon  his  legs  and  feet.  Laftly, 
with  his  feet,  he  throws  the  men, 
as  he  lies,  over  his  head. 

A  woman  Hands  upright,  and 
aftride,  upon  a  man’s  fhoulders. 
Another  girl  is  placed  with  her 
head  downwards,  upon  the  head  of 
the  fame  man,  and  her  legs  crofted 
between  the  arms  of  the  woman; 
the  man  dances  with  both  of  them, 
in  that  attitude,  for  a  minute  or  two* 

Three  girls  ftand  upright  upon 
a  man’s  fhoulders  whilft  he  dances 
round  the  room  ;  one  (lands  aftride 
over  his  head,  the  other  two,  with 
each  a  foot  upon  his  fhoulders,  and 
their  other  feet  upon  his  arms 
ftretched  out  to  fupport  them. 

A  man  places  upon  his  head  two 
pieces  of  wood,  like  double-headed 
fhot,  each  a  foot  in  length,  one  over 
the  other  ;  upon  the  higheft  piece  he 
places  a  brafs  dlfh  ;  upon  the  difti 
four  wooden  pillars,  each  about  five 
inches  in  height,  upon  the  pillars  a 
fmall  plank  ;  upon  the  plank  Hands 
a  girl  upright;  with  all  this  ap¬ 
paratus,  in  due  balance,  he  dances 
three  or  four  times  round  the 
room . 

A  wooden  fork  is  produced,  with 
a  handle  about  five  feet  long  ;  a 
girl  is  laid  upon  her  back  between 
the  fork,  with  her  head  and  heels 
depending  on  either  fide  of  it ;  the’ 
man  raifes  and  balances  the  fork  in 
one  hand,  then  toffes  the  girl  up 
into  the  air,  flings  down  the  fork, 
and  catches  the  girl  in  his  arms. 

A  man 
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A  man  places  the  point  of  a  lance 
upon  his  breaft,  upon  his  chin,  and 
upon  his  forehead,  and  there  balances 
it  for  fome  time. 

A  man  fpins  a  peg-top,  then  takes 
it  up,  and  places  it,  fpinning,  at  the 
end  of  a  thin  bamboo  lath,  bent  in 
form  of  a  bow,  which  lie  balances 
all  the'  while. 

The  fame  man  puts  Eve  or  fix 
wooden  birds  on  a  fmall  wooden 
tree,  which  he  balances  upon  his 
forehead,  and  then  knocks  the  birds 
off  the  branches,  one  by  one,  by 
pellets,  (hot  through  a  fmall  wooden 
tube,  from  his  mouth. 

One  of  the  men  balanced  three 
camp  bedfteads,  piled  upon  each 
other,' by  a  leg  of  one  of  them  placed 
upon  his  chin. 

He  then  balanced  a  very  heavy 
broad-fword,  by  the  point,  upon  his 
chin. 

He  next  placed  a  ft  raw  on  his 
nofe,  in  the  open  air,  balanced  it 
iirft  there,  and  then  on  a  very  little 
bit  of  flick  in  his  mouth,  removing 
it  feveral  times  from  one  place  to 
the  other. 

He  laftly  put  a  thin  tile  upon  his 
nofe,  and  tolling  up  a  pebble  catched 
it  upon  the  tile,  which  was  fhivered 
in  pieces  by  the  ftroke. 

One  man  Hands  upright,  firft  upon 
another’s  {boulders,  and  then  upon 
his  head. 

'Tumbling. 

One  man  puts  his  feet  over  an¬ 
other’s  {boulders,  his  head  down¬ 
wards  between  his  knees,  and  his 
hands  upon  his  legs ;  the  other  throws 
him  over,  and  thus  becomes  himfelf 
in  the  pofition  of  the  firft  ;  thus  they 
continue,  throwing  each  other  al¬ 
ternately  over,  for  five  or  fix  times. 

All  the  Hinduftanee  tumblers  cut 
fummerfets  from  the  bare  ground, 
with  as  much  feeming  facility,  and 
apparent  eafe,  as  the  vaulters  on  a 
theatre. 


The  fame  people,  women  as  well 
as  men,  perform  likewife  all  the 
nfual  feats  of  tumblers,  fuch  as  walk¬ 
ing  upon  their  hands,  turning  over 
laterally  like  a  wheel,  and  bending 
their  bodies  back,  till  their  heads 
appear  reverfed  between  their  feet, 
their  chins  refting  upon  the 
ground. 

Three  women  lie  down  upon  *he 
floor;  they  throw  < he" ■  n  :■  back¬ 
wards,  take  Hold  of  their  heels  who. 

their  hands,  and  in  that  };  >1  sc¬ 
roll  over  and  over  feveral  times. 

A  girl  takes  a  fibre  in  her  two 
hands,  and  then  throws  her  hands, 
thus  joined,  round  and  round  her 
head  without  cutting  berfelf. 

A  man  afeends  upon  a  yard, 
crofted  upon  a  pole,  about  twenty- 
five  feet  from  the  ground  ;  the  earth 
under  him  is  a  little  loofened ;  he 
firft  depends  from  the  yard-arm  by 
his  feet,  and  then  drops  upon  the 
loofened  earth,  without  being  hurt 
by  the  fail. 

A  boy  fits  down,  and  places  his 
head  between  another’s  legs,  who 
Hands  upright,  taking  hold  of  the 
legs  of  the  firft  ;  they  then  roll  over 
and  over  on  the  ground,  a  dozen 
times  or  more,  like  a  ball,  with 
their  faces  downward. 

They  all  cut  fummerfets  three  or 
four  times  running,  either  back¬ 
wards,  forwards,  or  fideways,  upon 
the  bare  ground. 

The  moft  active  man  of  the  fet 
cuts  a  fummerfet  twice  in  the  air 
from  one  bound,  in  a  manner  ex¬ 
ceedingly  furprifing  and  uncommon. 

The  fame  perfon  Hands  upon  a 
board,  about  eighteen  inches  fquare, 
and  cuts  a  fummerfet  backwards, 
his  feet  lighting  upon  the  fame  board. 

The  board  is  then  placed  upon  the 
fuminit  of  a  pole,  raifed  about 
twenty-five  feet  high ;  the  fame  man 
gets  upon  the  board,  and  cuts  a 
fummerfet  upon  it,  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner 


so 
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ner  as  when  be  was  upon  the  ground  ; 
two  flicks,  however,  are  tied  to 
the  top  of  the  pole  for  him  to  catch 
at,  fhould  his  feet  happen  to  mils 
the  board. 

Laftly,  a  thin  plank,  of  about 
five  feet  long,  is  placed  hoping  in 
the  ground,  at  an  angle  of  about 
forty-hve  degrees ;  ciofe  to  the 
plank  is  placed,  firft,  a  very  tall 
elephant  ;  two  of  the  men  ran  at  full 
fpeed  up  this  fpring-board,  and 
vaulted  a  fummerfet  clear  over  the 
elephant’s  back  ;  five  camels  were 
then  placed  abreaft,  over  which 
they  vaulted  in  like  manner.  They 
alfo  leap  and  turn,  in  a  fimilar  way, 
over  the  point  of  a  fword,  held  by  a 
tall  man,  as  high  as  he  can  extend  it. 

A  girl  places  a  fword  in  her 
mouth,  two  in  her  hands,  and  five 
In  the  form  of  radii,  with  their 
edges  upwards  on  the  ground  ;  after 
tumbling  in  fundry  poftures,  fhe 
lefts  her  head  backwards  upon  a 
turban,  as  a  center,  and  thus  moves 
her  feet  round  the  circumference  of 
the  five  fwords,  without  touching 
them. 

With  a  fword  in  her  mouth,  and 
another  in  one  hand,  (he  lays  hold 
of  one  of  her  feet  with  the  remain¬ 
ing  hand,  then  brings  her  foot  round 
her  back,  and  over  her  head,  with¬ 
out  touching  the  fabres. 

She  fixes  a  fword  in  the  ground, 
with  the  point  upwards,  and  cover¬ 
ed  with  a  fmall  rag  of  cloth ;  then 
bending  backward,  fhe  firft  takes 
off  the  cloth  with  her  mouth,  and 
afterwards  with  her  eye-lid. 

Five  fcymetars  are  fixed  upright 
in  the  ground ;  the  girl  is  placed 
horizontally  upon  them,  and  then 
lies  along  for  a  confiderable  time  ; 
thick  cloths  are  wound  over  the 
points  of  the  fwords  to  prevent  their 
penetrating  through  her  clothes. 

Three  of  the  men  throw  them- 
felves  through  the  arms  of  ten  pair 


of  men,  whofe  extended  arms  form 
a  long  kind  of  hoop. 

The  old  fellow  at  the  head  of 
thefe  tumblers,  though  paft  his  grand 
clima&eric,  deemed  it  expedient, 
after  fpringing  over  an  enormous 
elephant,  and  then  over  five  camel# 
abreaft,  to  apologize  for  his  in* 
ability ;  lamenting  with  a  figh,  that 
there  was  a  time,  when,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  Nadir  Shaw,  he  could  vault 
indeed.  But  now,  alas!  age  and 
infirmity  (having  finee  broke  a  leg 
and  an  arm,)had  nearly  incapacitated 
him  :  which  reminds  me  of  an  anec¬ 
dote  of  Marftial  Saxe,  who,  after  a 
nonarian  operation,  made  his  excufes 
to  the  lady  for  imbecility,  on  account 
of  ficknefs. 

Rope  Dancing . 

A  common  rope  is  ftretched  upon 
two  pair  of  crofted  fpars,  about 
twenty  feet  diftant,  and  fourteen 
feet  from  the  ground  ;  a  man  piles 
fix  water-pots  upon  his  head,  and, 
thus  accoutered,  afeends  the  rope 
by  means  of  the  fpars,  or  of  the 
Hoping  cord  on  the  outfide  of  them  ; 
the  rope  is  not  quite  tight,  but  left 
with  a  Hack  of  about  three  feet  ;  he 
then,  with  a  balance  pole  in  his 
hand,  walks  backwards  and  for¬ 
wards,  and  fwings  the  rope  to  its  ex¬ 
tent  without  letting  a  fingle  pot  fall. 

The  fame  perfon  mounts  again 
upon  the  rope,  with  his  left  foot  in 
a  flipper,  and  the  other  in  a  round 
and  flat  brafs  pan,  about  one  third 
of  which  is  cut  off.  Thus  incom- 
modioufly  (hod,  he  moves  along  the 
rope ;  firft  fhoving  the  ftippered  foot 
onward,  and  then  Aiding  the  pan, 
by  means  of  the  rim,  and  aid  of  his 
right  foot,  ciofe  along  the  left  heel, 
ancle,  and  flipper,  till  the  right 
foot  gets  foremoft ;  and  fo  alternate¬ 
ly  onwards,  and  again  backwards, 
till  the  feat  be  completed. 

To  conclude,  he  fixes  crooked 
ftilts  upon  his  legs,  made  of  buffalo 
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horn,  bent  inwardly  nearly  fix  in¬ 
ches  ;  thefe  incumbrances  are  no  im¬ 
pediment,  however,  to  his  walking 
on  the  ground,  climbing  up  the  fpars, 
nor  to  his  proceeding  backward  and 
forward  upon  the  rope  with  his 
wonted  agility. 

Another  man  now  figures  upon 
the  rope  on  his  knees,  and  thus, 
with  a  fcymetar  in  his  hand  by  way 
of  balance,  I  conceive,  proceeds  from 
one  end  of  it  to  the  other. 

The  brafs  pan  is  again  placed  up¬ 
on  the  rope  ;  the  above  perfon  places 
his  head  upon  it,  and  cants  his  heels 
into  the  air ;  juft  behind  his  head 
the  rope  is  crofted  by  a  bamboo, 
either  end  of  which  is  held  with 
firings,  by  aftiftants,  in  order  to 
keep  it  even ;  he  then  fhoves  the  pan 
forward  on  the  rone  with  his  head, 
and  draws  the  crofs  bamboo  aftef  it 
with  his  hands,  repeating  the  fame 
till  he  reaches  the  other  end. 

Feats  of  Strength  and  Adwity. 

Two  men  throw  fpears  at  each 
other,  at  about  fifteen  feet  diftance, 
as  forcibly  as  they  can  ;  one  wards 
off  his  adverfary’s  dart  by  another, 
which  he  carries  upright  in  both 
hands  ;  the  other  receives  his  op¬ 
ponent’s  javelin,  every  throw,  un¬ 
der  one  of  his  arms. 

Four  perfons  held  (lightly  a  linen 
cloth  ftretched  out ;  the  fame  man 
run  over  itfo  lightly  as  not  to  force 
it  out  of  the  holders’  hands. 

Another  got  upon  ftiks  fourteen 
or  fifteen  feet  high,  and  walked 
about,  and  gavefeveral  jumps  back¬ 
wards  and  forwards  on  them. 

Two  fabres  being  placed  parallel 
upon  the  ground,  with  their  edges 
upwards,  a  man  ran  over  their  edges 
fo  lightly  as  not  to  cut  himfelf. 

The  fame  man  ftepped  over  upon 
the  point  of  a  fword  fixed  upright. 

He  then  jumped  through  a  barrel, 
held  horizontally,  about  five  feet 
high. 


Four  daggers  and  two  fwords  arc 
placed  in  a  loofe frame,  and  he  jumps 
through  the  whole  without  being 
cut. 

A  fword  and  four  daggers  are 
placed  upon  the  ground,  their  edges 
and  points  upwards,  no  further  dis¬ 
tant  from  each  other  than  will  admit 
the  breadth  of  a  man’s  head  ;  a  man 
then  fixes  a  fcymetar  upright,  fets 
down  behind  it,  and,  at  a  bound, 
throws  himfelf  over  the  fcymetar, 
pitches  his  head  exactly  in  the  fpace 
between  the  daggers,  and  turns  over 
clear  of  them. 

A  boy  fixes  a  fcymetar  upright 
before  him,  with  a  bit  of  rag  upon 
its  point ;  he  fits  down,  and,  bound¬ 
ing  over  the  fcymetar,  firikes  off 
the  rag  with  the  tip  of  his  nofe. 

The  fame  boy  running,  pitches  a 
fingle  fiilt,  of  about  ten  feet  in 
length,  and  rifes  on  it  upon  a  ftep 
fattened  about  half  way  up  the  fiilt ; 
then  hops  and  jumps  about,  balance- 
ing  the  fiilt  the  whole  time. 

Another,  feizing  with  his  teeth 
the  end  of  a  cord,  tied  round  the 
middle  of  a  very  heavy  log  of  wood, 
nearly  fix  feet  long,  raifed  up  the 
log  with  his  teeth,  and  caft  it  over 
his  head. 

At  Mocha  and  Tuddah,  in  Arabia, 
and  at  Buftbrah,  in  Perfia,  the  por¬ 
ters,  as  I  have  frequently  been  told 
by  captains  of  veffels,  and  fupra- 
cargoes,  trading  to  thofe  places, 
will  carry  a  bale  of  cotton,  or  a 
pipe  of  wine,  upon  their  backs. 
The  weight  of  the  former  is 

They  have  a  perfon,  however, 
with  them,  it  feems,  of  whofe  arm 
they  take  hold.  The  porters,  too, 
at  Canton,  in  China,  both  lift  up, 
and  carry  loads  furprifingly  heavy  r 
but  though  I  refided  there  fomc 
months,  I  do  not  recoiled  the  exact 
weight  of  their  burthens. 

Legerdemain. 

A  man  played  very  curioufiy 
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upon  four  ftones,  or  pieces  of  mar¬ 
ble  ;  they  were  each  about*  feven 
inches  long,  one  inch  and  a  half 
broad,  and  as  much  thick,  flattened, 
but  with  a  little  curvature  on  the 
lower  or  under  fide,  but  rounded  off 
,to  an  edge  on  the  upper  part.  He 
held  two  of  thefe  between  each  of 
his  fore  fingers  and  thumbs,  fome- 
t h i n p-  in  the  manner  in  which  cafla- 

O 

nets  are  held  :  and  accompanied  the 
muficofan  Hinduftan  violin,  guitar, 
and  drum,  in  a  furprifing  manner. 
The  under  fide  of  the  ftones  being 
a  little  infledled  only,  the  ends  of 
every  pair  hit  againft  each  ether, 
fometimes  with  a  clacking  noife, 
but,  when  quickened  to  their  ut- 
moft,  with  a  quivering,  far  more 
tremulous  and  accelerated  than  the 
vibration  of  caftanets,  or  the  roll 
of  a  drum.  And  this  (hake  or  trill 
he  executed  with  nO  apparent  la¬ 
bour  or  motion  of  his  hands  or  fin¬ 
gers,  but  all,  as  he  told  us,  by  the 
exertion  of  the  mufcles  of  his  arms, 
brought  to  that  perfection  long 
and  continued  practice. 

In  the  year  l  756,  a  man  wasfeen 
by  moil  of  the  inhabitants  and  offi¬ 
cers  then  refidingin  Fort  St.  George, 
to  thruft  a  flat  piece  of  iron,  about 
an  inch  and  a  half  broad,  and  one 
eight  of  an  inch  thick,  down  his 
throat,  into  his  ftomach.  A  fur- 
geon,  who  was  prefent  when  I  faw 
this  performance,  declared  that  it 
went  into  the  thorax.  For  the  fake 
of  rendering  the  feat  more  furprif¬ 
ing,  the  iron  was  fhaped  like  a 
fvvord,  but  both  the  edges  and  point 
were  ail  rounded  off.  A  little  blood, 
and  but  little,  appeared  on  the  iron 
when  drawn  out  again. 

A  man  takes  a  fmail  bnffis  pan, 
and  twirls  it  round  upon  the  end  of 
a  fhort  pointed  ftick,  then  toffies  it 
high  in  the  air,  catches  it  again,  in 
any  part,  upon  the  point  of  the 
ftick,  ftill  continuing  to  twirl  it 
ft 


round  ;  he  then  ties  another  ft  id 
to  the  firft,  and  a  third  to  the  fe. 
cond,  each  tie  forming  a  kind  o: 
circular  hinge  ;  then  refts  the  bot. 
tom  ftick  upon  his  nofe  or  chin,  eacf 
ftick  moving  round  upon  its  joint, 
and  the  pan  ftill  twirling  round  upot; 
its  center,  on  the  top  of  all,  the 
whole  keeping  in  equilibrio. 

Four,  and  fometimes  fix,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  fkill  of  the  performer* 
light  brafs  balls  are  tolled  into  the 
air  ;  firft  ftrait  up  from  his  hands, 
then  either  behind  his  back,  under 
his  arms,  or  between  his  legs,  fo 
as  to  return  again  over  his  head  ; 
they  are  ftruck  next  in  different 
forms,  from  one  hand  to  the  other, 
fometimes  with  his  elbows,  and 
fometimes  with  his  knees,  in  won¬ 
derful  order  and  facility. 

The  fame  perfon  kept  up  four 
balls  continually  in  the  air,  toffing 
them  round  his  back,  hitting  them 
with  his  elbows,  his  wrifts,  and  his 
hands,  and  throwing  them  in  various 
forms ;  he  alfo  tolled  up  one  ball, 
and  catched  it  in  the  hollow  of  his 
arm. 

In  the  like  manner  he  throws  up 
four  daggers,  in  variety  of  fhapes, 
catching  them  all,  as  they  defeend, 
by  their  handles. 

To  both  ends  of  a  .flat  board, 
about  three  inches  wide,  and  three 
feet  long,  are  fixed  a  couple  of  other 
pieces  of  flat  board,  of  the  fame 
breadth,  and  about  three  inches 
high  ;  through  holes  in  thefe  end 
pieces,  are  fining  two  pack  threads, 
much  in  the  fame  manner  as  firings 
to  a  fiddle  ;  three  bails  are  placed 
upon  the  two  firings ;  a  man  then 
takes  this  inftrument,  holding'it  up, 
at  an  angle  of  about  forty-five  de¬ 
grees,  and,  turning  round  quickly,^ 
the  balls  life,  one  by  one,  or  all 
together,  from  the  lower  to  the 
upper  end  of  it,  or  to  the  middle 
part  only,  as  he  choofes  to  manage 
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it*  This  inftrument  I  take  to  be 
Fomewhat  of  the  fame  kind,  by 
which  the  centripetal  and  centrifugal 
force  is  demonftrated  in  experimen¬ 
tal  philofophy. 

A  man  takes  three  flutes  of  diffe¬ 
rent  tones  ;  two  he  applies  to  his 
noftrils,  and  one  to  his  mouth,  and 
blows  them  all  at  one  time  ;  one  of 
the  flutes  from  his  noftrils  has  three 
curvatures  ;  at  the  extremity  of 
thofe  curvatures  he  holds  a  Anode- 
handed  fife,  which,  thus  receiving 
his  breath*  he  plays  upon  it  with 
his  vacant  hand. 

A  ring  is  moulded  up  in  clay,  and 
put  into  a  hole  eighteen  inches  deep, 
filled  up  with  water  ;  a  girl  bends 
back  her  head  into  the  water,  and 
brings  the  ring  out  of  the  mud  in 
her  mouth. 

The  fame  girl  puts  into  her  mouth 
a  number  of  beads,  as  alfo  one  end 
of  a  horfe-hair  •  then  placing  her 
hands  behind  her,  (he  firings  the 
beads  on  the  horfe-hair  with  her 
mouth  alone. 


A  cap,  with  a  broad  ftiff  rim,  is 
fitted  to  a  man’s  head,  to  which  are 
tied  about  twenty  firings,  termi¬ 
nated  each  by  fmall  noofes  ;  in  his 
left  hand  is  held  a  fmall  bafket  or 
brafs  pan,  containing  twenty  eggs, 
then  turning  round  with  a  quick 
but  regular  motion,  (as  theTurkifh 
dervifes  are  reprefented  to  do  in 
their  religious  rites,)  he  fafiens  fuc- 
ceffively,  with  his  right  hand,  ari 
egg  into  each  of  the  noofes,  ft  ill 
turning  round.  When  they  are  all 
fattened,  he  accelerates  his  rota¬ 
tion,  till  the  eggs  circulate  fwifrly 
as  the  flyer  of  a  jack  ;  after  this,  he 
rather  flackens  his  motion,  unties 
the  eggs  one  by  one,  returns  them 
into  the  balket,  and  flops ;  the 
firings  meafure  from  three  to  four 
feet  j  they  are  of  unequal  lengths, 
left  the  eggs,  as  I  fuppofe,  fhould 
accidentally  clafh.  To  put  the 
twenty  eggs  into  the  noofes  takes  up 
as  many  minutes,  but  they  are 
taken  out  in  lefs  than  three. 


AN  INQUIRY  INTO  THE  NATURE  OF  THfc  WINDS  WHICH  PRE¬ 
VAIL  IN  THE  INDIAN  SEAS. 

(From  Colonel  Capper’s.  “  Obfervations  on  the  Winds  and  Monfoons,”  juft 

publiftied. 


The  S.  E.  perennial  wind  blows 
conftantly  fome  degrees  to  the  eaft- 
ward  of  Madagafcar,  at  all  feafons  of 
the  year,  as  far  nearly  as  the  ifland 
of  Java,  where  it  comes  within  the 
reach  of  the  regular  moonfon  ;  and, 
indeed,  between  the  ifland  of  Mada¬ 
gafcar  and  the  main  land  of  Africa, 
commonly  called  the  Mofambique 
channel,  the  perennial  winds  are 
checked  by  the  proximity  of  the  two 
great  bodies  of  land,  and  confe- 
quently  partake  of  the  nature  of  the 
monfoons. 

But  the  name  as  well  as  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  monfoons  is  mifunder- 

yol, 


flood  ‘  the  word  is  not  derived  front 
the  name  of  a  great  mariner,  but 
clearly  from  the  Perfian  word  mou- 
fum ,  meaning  feafon,  In  tropical 
countries  there  are  but  two  feafons : 
thofe  in  Hinduftan  are  diftinguifhed 
by  N.  E.  and  S.  W.  monfoons  ;  but 
farther  to  the  eaftward  and  fouth- 
ward  of  the  line,  and  the  Gulph  of 
Bengal,  the  monfoons  blow  from 
different  quarters.  The  N.  E.  be¬ 
comes  in  thofe  parts  the  N.  W.  and 
the  S.  W*  becomes  the  S.  E.  The 
caufes  of  thofe  chanees,  and  the 
original  caufes  of  the  monfoons,  I 
ftiall  hereafter  attempt  to  expain  ; 
*  G  but 
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but  firft  I  fhall  endeavour  to  point 
out  fomc  generally  prevailing  errors 
refpe£Hng  the  courfe  and  changes  of 
them  in  different  parts  of  Hinduftan, 
derived  in  all  probability  from  the 
early  navigators  to  India.  As  nei¬ 
ther  ancient  nor  modern  geographers 
have  yet  fixed,  with  any  degree  of 
preeifion,  the  names  or  boundaries 
of  the  different  oceans,  feas  and 


gulfs,  where  the  monfoons  prevail 
to  avoid  further  interruption  anc 
trouble,  I  fhall  beg  leave  in  thi; 
place  to  make  a  new  divifion  o 
them. 

The  Gulf  of  Bengal  is  apparently 
fo  called  on  account  of  the  rich  anc 
fertile  province  of  that  name,  fitu. 
ated  at  the  north,  or  head  of  it*, 
In  this  gulf,  therefore,  no  altera. 


*  Origin  of  the  Names  of  different  Countries  in  the  Eajl -Indies. 

The  early  Perfian  navigators  confidered  all  the  countries  of  Hind  and  Sind,  taker 
together,  as  divided  into  three  parts.  The  firft,  Guzerat,.  bounded  to  the  well 
by  Gazna,  Multan,  and  Mackhran  :  the  fecond,  that  which  we  call  Malabar , 
is  fituated  to  the  eaft,  or  rather  to  the  fouthward  of  Guzerat,  and  is  named  by  the 
Arabs  Beled-ul-fulful ,  or  the  country  of  pepper:  the  third  andtnoft  eaftern  is  called 
Mabar ,  which  in  Arabic  means  the  paffage;  by  fome  perfons  it  is  fuppofed  to  mean 
the  Gulf  of  Bengal,  from  Cape  Comorin  to  Acheen  Head,  on  the  coaft  of  Sumatra, 
The  firft  of  thefe,  Guzerat,  is  probably  derived  from  the  Perfian  or  Arabic  word 
gezeret ,  an  ifland,  or  rather  a  peninfula,  being  fituated  at  the  entrance  of  the  Perfian 
Gulf:  the  early  Perfian  navigators  were  moft  likely  to  give  it  this  name..  The  word 
Malabar  is  not  known,  but  by  adoption,  to  the  natives  of  the  weftern  peninfula  of  In¬ 
dia  :  this,  however,  feems  alfo  to  be  derived  from  the  fame  perfons,  who,  after  hal  ing 
made  the  Malabar  coaft,  proceeded  further  eaftward,  where  they  fell  in  with  the  Ma¬ 
lays  at  Sumatra,  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  Gulf  of  Bengal,  and  have  therefore  given 
one  name  to  all  thofe  countries,  denominating  them  Malia-bar,  or  the  countries  of 
the  Malays.  In  the  Perfian  language,  bar  fignifies  country  ;  as  Zenge-bar ,  the  coun¬ 
try  of  the  Zenges ;  fo  Malia-bar  is  probably  the  country  of  the  Malays. 

'  Edrifli  remarks,  that  the.  inhabitants  of  Comr,  by  which  perhaps  is  meant  Cape 
Comorin,  are  Malays,  and  that  they  pra&ife  piracy  in  brigantines  of  fixty  cubits  long, 
which  carry  150  men  each  :  but  this  defeription  of  their  habits  of  life  bears  a  much 
Wronger  refembiance  to  the  Malays  than  to  the  natives  either  of  the  Malabar  or  the 
Coromandel  coaft,  or  to  thofe  of  "the  adjacent  iftands.  The  Malays  {till  continue  to 
practife  piracy  in  their  well-known  prows,  which  the  natives  of  the  latter  countries 
have  never  done  :  this  is  a  ftrong  preemptive  proof,  that  the  early  Perfian  navigators 
confounded  the  natives  of  the  eaftern,  and  perhaps  the  weftern  fide  of  the  peninfula  of 
India,  with  the  inhabitants  of  Malacca  or  Sumatra,  and  called  them  altogether  Malai, 
with  the  adjundl  of  bar ,  to  deferibe  all  the  countries  from  the  prefent  Malabar  coaft 
to  China.  Tt  may  perhaps  be  objefted,  that  the  diftance  of  Sumatra  from  the  Penin¬ 
fula  is  too  great  to  admit  of  fuch  a  miftake  :  but  the  geography  of  thefe  countries  ap¬ 
pears,  from  another  very  ftriking  circumftance,  to  have  been  rather  haftily  fettled  by 
the  Perfians,  whole  information  of  the  eaftern  feas  mult  have  been  incorretV  They 
place  a  confiderable  ifland  to  the  eaftward  of  Cape  Comorin,  in  the  way  to  China, 
called  Sila  ;  to  which  rnwft  be  added  the  Hindu,  word  Dive,  an  ifland;  which  makes 
Siladive,  or  the  ifland  of  Sila.  This,  it  will  be  allowed,  might  eafily  have  been  cor¬ 
rupted  to  Silandive,  the  true  name  of  the  ifland  of  Ceylon.  Very  little  doubt,  I 
think,  can  be  entertained  of  this  etymology. 

But  Abd-ul-Mowal,  according  to  Herbelot,  places  Sila  near  China  :  fortunately, 
however,  there  is  no  ifland  of  a  iimilar  name  in  the  China  feas,  and  therefore,  in  this 
cafe,  we  will  venture  to  fhppofe  that  Abd-ul-Mowal,  hearing  that  Sila,  or  Silan  (now 
Ceylon)  was  to  the  eaftward  of  Cape  Comorin,  has,  on  hearfay  teftimony  only,  ven¬ 
tured  to  carry  it  ftili  further  eaft  towards  China ;  for  cinnamon,  which  is  , the  produce 
of  this  ifland  only,  and  not  cultivated  in  China  or  elfewhere,  is  called  by  the  Perfians 
Bar  Cheen ,  and" by  the  Arabs  Dar  Sena ,  China-pepper,  which  is  a  ftrong  proof  that 
both  thefe  nations  formerly  confidered  Ceylon,  where  only  it  is  produced,  as  fituated 
in,  or  at  1  eaft  very  near  China;  and  if  they  could  fall  into  fuch  an  egregious  error  ip 
the  one  inftanee,  it  is  almoft  certain  they 'were  equally  miftaken  in  the  other.  The 

word 
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iibn  is  propofed.  The  S.  W.  boun¬ 
daries  of  this  gulf  I  fhall  fix  at  Don- 
dre  Head,  on  the  illand  of  Ceylon, 
latitude  5°  5  (ft  N.  and  longitude 
80°  48'  E.  of  Greenwich,  And 
for  the  S.  E.  fide,  Acheen  Head, 
latitude  50  30'  N.  longitude  95° 
30'  E.  For  the  northern  extremity, 
the  well  known  city  of  Calcutta, 
latitude  22°  34'  45"  N.  longitude 
88°  29'  30"  E.  On  the  welt  fide 
of  the  peninfula,  the  coaft  of  Mala¬ 
bar,  with  Cape  Guardafui,  on  the 
coaft  of  Africa,  farms  another  con- 
liderable  gulf,  frequently  called  the 
Arabian,  but  generally  the  Indian 
Sea :  but  this  latter  feems  to  be  a 
name  equally  applicable,  and  often 
applied  to  the  Gulf  of  Bengal,  and 
even  to  the  feas  to  the  eastward  and 
fouthward,  and  confequently  is  very 
indefinite  ;  whilft  the  Arabian  Sea 
may  be  confounded  with  the  Red 
Sea,  or  Arabian  Gulf.  Adopting, 
therefore,  in  a  great  meafure,  the 
plan  of  the  oriental  geographers,  I 
fhall  name  this  fea  the  Gulf  of  Sind; 
the  river  Indus' giving  the  name  to 
the  firft,  and  Hinduftan  divided  by 
the  Ganges  to  the  fecond  divifion. 
The  river  Indus  will  then  be  placed 
at  the  head  of  one  bay,  and  the 
Ganges  at  the  head  of  the  other; 
Tatta,  a  confiderable  city,  fituated 
on  the  former,  and  Calcutta  on  the 
latter.  Tatta,  according  to  Major 
Rennel,  is  in  the  latitude  of  24° 
50'  N.  longitude  67 0  'J7f  E.  Cape 
Guardafui  to  the  S.  W.  latitude 
12°  N.  longitude  52°  30'  E.  and 
Cape  Comorin  to  the  S.  E.  in  the 
latitude  of  7°  5(3'  N.  longitude  78° 
5'  E. 

From  the  fouthern  extremity  of 


thefe  two  gulfs  to  the  tropic  of  Ca- 
pricorn,  extending  likewife  eaft- 
ward  from  the  eaft  coaft  of  Africa 
to  the  weft  fide  of  New  Holland,  I 
fhall  denominate  the  Indian  Ocean, 
this  being  a  confiderable  portion  of 
the  ocean  leading  to  both  gulfs  in 
India,  as  well  as  to  China  and  the 
eaftern  iftands,  including  all  India, 
both  within  and  without  the  Ganges. 
From  that  parallel  of  latitude  to 
the  fouth  pole,  including  that  part 
of  the  ocean  fituated  between  the 
eaft  of  Africa  and  the  weft  of  New 
Holland,  I  fhall  call  the  Great 
Southern  Ocean.  Thefe  new  divi- 
fions  may  not,  perhaps,  be  deemed 
in  every  refpeft  ft  rift!  y  accurate, 
but  they  will  anfvwfer  our  purpofe; 
and  therefore,  without  further  pre¬ 
face,  we  will  now  proceed  to  make 
fome  obfervations  on  the  different 
monfoons  and  prevailing  winds 
within  thefe  boundaries. 

The  winds  in  the  Gulf  of  Bengal 
are  generally  faid  to  blow  fix  months 
from  the  N.  E.  and  the  other  fix 
from  the  S.  W.  This  is  far  from 
being  precifely  true  refpefting  any 
part  of  India;  it  is,  however,  fuf- 
ficiently  accurate  for  ■  our  prefent 
purpofe,  and  therefore  I  fhall  in  part 
adopt  this  pofition,  as  well  as  the 
common  country  name  of  mon- 
foon  :  trufting,  that  in  the  courfe 
of  this  inquiry,  I  fhall  be  able  to 
account  for  the  feveral  deviations 
of  the  wind  from  the  monfoon 
points,  and  at  the  fame  time  in 
fome  meafure  to  explain  the  caufes 
of  them. 

From  the  illand  of  Ceylon  to  Ba- 
lafore  Roads,  the  N.  E.  monfoon 
is  faid  to  begin,  near  the  coaft  of 

Coro- 


word  Makar,  a  paflage  which  defcribes  the  Perfian,  or  rather  Arabian  divifion  of 
India,  is  probably  itill  preferved  in  the  word  Manar :  the  letters  b  and  n  are  eafrly 
nuftaken  in  writing  either  the  Perfian  or  Arabic  languages,  particularly  if  the  diacri¬ 
tical  mark  be  omitted.  The  Gulf,  or  Bay  of  Manar  is  fituated  between  the  call  fide 
©i  the  peninfula  of  India  and  Ceylon. 
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during  the  whole  month  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  and  even  early  in  October, 
with  aftrong  current  from  the  N.  E. 
towards  the  S.  W.  At  this  period 
we  muft  remember  that  the  fun  is 
fail  approaching  to  the  equinoctial, 
which  he  erodes  nearly  about  the 

22  d 

*  Pbfervaiims  on  the  ^weather  at  Madras,  1776. 

January. — In  the  beginning  of  this  month,  the  mornings  and  evenings  fometimes 
cloudy  from  feven  in  the  morning  to  twelve  at  noon.  For  two  or  three  days,  the 
wind  was,  along  fhore,  N.  E.  by  N.  but  in  general,  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  it 
was  eaPierly,  the  atmofphere  clear,  and  the  fun  extremely  hot ;  the  thermometer 
never  above  82  degrees,  and  generally  from  80  to  81,  in  a  room  open  to  the  N.  E. 
At  two  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  19th,  a  fquall  from  the  N.  W.  in  which 
quarter  it  looked  cloudy  the  evening  before.  It  rained  very  hard  the  mornings  of  the 
19th  and  2othr  cleared  up  in  the  evening  of  the  20th  ;  heavy  dew  and  cold  at  night  ; 
land  and  fea  breezes ;  thermometer  at  78  degrees  in  the  mornings  until  the  end  of 
the  month  ;  weather  fair ;  hot  in  the  middle  of  the  day. 

February. — 1  he  beginning,  thermometer  at  81  to  82^  degrees.  The  4th,  an 
ecliple  of  the  moon,  beginning  at  fix  hours  one  minute  on  the  S.  fide.  In  the  even¬ 
ing  the  wind  fettled  at  N.  by  E.  ;  blew  hard,  extremely  cold,  railing  great  clouds  of 
dull.  1  he  next  day  it  blew  from  the  E.  and  S.  E.  with  no  land  wind.  On  the  6th, 
the  wind  fettled  at  E.  S.  E.  ;  the  land  wind  prevailed  at  night  until  the  15th  ;  then 
continual  fea  wind  at  E.  by  S.  until  the  20th  ;  after  that,  land  and  fea  winds  alternately  ; 
the  tea  winds  blew  from  twelve  at  night  to  nine  in  the  morning.  Mean  of  thermo¬ 
meter,  79  degrees  in  the  morning,  83  and  84  degrees  at  noon. 

March. — The  beginning  of  this  month,  the  mornings  and  evenings  cool  j  the  7th, 
in  the  morning,  along  fhore  wind,  very  damp  ;  many  people  had  violent  colds ;  the 
fun  generally  rofe  and  fet  in  a  haze  ;  this  kind  of  weather  continued  to  the  end  of  the 
month  ;  nights  damp,  the  middle  of  the  day  exceflively  hot  ;  thermometer  from  84 
to  88  degrees. 

April.' — Land  winds  at  night ;  long  fhore  winds  from  nine  in  the  morning  to  noon  5 
it  then  came  round  to  the  call  till  the  3d  ;  then  regular  land  and  fea  breezes  morning 
and  evening,  foggy  and  clofe,  to  the  14th;  then  to  the  17th,  land  and  fea  breezes, 
with  hazy  weather.  The  next  eight  days  cloudy,  with  occafional  hard  fhowers  of 
rain.  The  remainder  of  the  month,  land  and  fea  winds ;  the  latter  came  on  about 
neon,  and  continued  to  fun-fet.  The  firft  part  of  this  month,  the  mean  of  the  ther¬ 
mometer  82  degrees,  the  latter  part  85!. 

May. — The  firft  part  of  the  month,  in  the  morning,  calm,  wTith  fometimes  light 
long  fhore  fea  breezes  of  fhort  duration,  and  afterwards  land  wind.  On  the  13th,  a 
violent  long  fhore  wind ;  then  the.  fame  as  before,  and  the  weather  uncommonly 
clofe  to  the  24th,  when  the  land  wind  commenced,  railing  great  clouds  of  dufi.  On 
the  30th,  in  the  morning,  a  fmall  fhower  of  rain  fell,  and  the  fea  wind  blew  from 
fix  to  nine  in  the  evening  ;  the  fame  on  the  following  day.  The  mean  of  the  ther¬ 
mometer,  for  the  firft  fifteen  days,  from  85  to  87  degrees  ;  and  from  that  time  to  the 
end  of  the  month,  from  87  to  91. 

June. — On  the  ift  and  2d,  regular  land  and  fea  breezes ;  the  3d,  violent  long 
fhore  wind.  On  the  4th,  morning  fair,  noon  cloudy,  in  the  evening  rain.  (N.  B. 
More  than  200  pieces  of  cannon  fired  in  falutes  ;  query,  whether  it  occafioned  the 
rain?)  On  the  5th,  land  wind  all  day,  and  likewife  on  the  fubfequent  days  to  ths 
24th  ;  on  that  day,  a  fea  breeze  at  ten  a.  m. ;  and  in  the  evening  cloudy  and  rain. 
On  the  29th,  the  land  and  fea  wind  changed  alternately  four  different  times.  On  the 
goth,  it  rained  in  the  evening.  To  the  15th,  the  mean  of  the  thermometer  86  de¬ 
grees  ;  to  the  latter  end  of  the  month,  94. 

July. — The  firft  part,  of  the  month,  land  wind  in  the  morning  till  one,  two,  or 
three/),  m. ;  then  light  fea  breeze  till  evening.  On  the  2d,  a  heavy  fhower  of  rain 
from  eleven  a.  m.  to  fix  p.  m.  The  fame  kind  of  wind  and  weather  continued,  with 
occafional  fhowers,  to  the  end  of  the  mouth.  On  the  31ft,  a  vifible  eclipfe  of  the 

moon,. 


Coromandel,  early  in  O&ober*. 
But  in  fact,  between  the  two  mon. 
foons,  the  expiration  of  the  one  and 
the  commencement  of  the  other, 
the  winds  and  currents  are  variable 
on  this  coaft,  partaking  of  both  ; 
frequently,  however,  calms  prevail 
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S-Sd  of  September.  As  his  declina¬ 
tion  afterwards  increafes  from  7  to 
15  degrees  S.  which  is  between  the 
10th  and  Sift  of  October,  his  ab- 
fence  from  the  northern  hemifphere 
begins  to  be  felt ;  and  as  he  at  the 


fame  time  rarefies  the  air  both  by 
fea  and  land  to  the  fouthward  of 
the  equator,  the  warm  air  then  over 
the  Indian  Ocean,  but  particularly 
over  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  conti¬ 
nent  of  Africa,  as  ufual  afcends,  and 

the 


moon,  beginning  on  the  N.  fide  at  two  minutes  morning,  total  at  one  hour  fifty  mi¬ 
nutes,  and  ending  at  three  hours  forty-eight  minutes.  Mean  of  thermometer,  firft 
part  of  the  month,  83  degrees  ;  latter  pait,  88. 

Augufl. — The  firft  part  of  the  month,  land  and  fea  breezes,  both  moderate,  the 
former  dry,  but  not  hot.  On  the  15th,  it  rained  hard  during  the  night.  The  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  month  fair,  not  hot,  but  dry.  Mean  of  thermometer,  the  firft  part, 
€1  degrees  ;  the  latter  part,  86. 

September. — The  firft  part  of  this  month,  wind  wefterly.  At  night,  on  the  2d 
and  3d,  lightning.  On  the  5th  and  6th,  fhowers  in  the  evening.  On  the  7th, 
wind  N.  W. ;  hard  rain  at  night.  On  the  five  fubfequent  days,  the  fame  fort  of 
weather.  On  the  15th,  the  Hilfborough ,  and  on  the  17th,  the  Godfrey ,  Indiamen, 
arrived  from  Bengal.  On  the  remainder  of  the  month,  the  evenings  very  clofe  and 
.cloudy,  fometimes  rain  in  the  night.  Thermometer,  81  to  84  degrees. 

Odlober. — The  firft  part  of  the  month,  winds  light,  inclining  to  the  eaft,  and  Come- 
times  foutherly,  to  the  end  of  the  month,  accompanied  with  oceafional  fhowers  of 
rain  towards  the  26th,  and  continuing  to  the  31ft.  Thermometer,  from  85  to  83! 
degrees. 

November.- — On  the  ift,  rain,  with  land  and  fea  breezes.  The  2d,  fair,  with  va¬ 
riable  wind  eafterly,  fometimes  ftrong,  to  the  18th.  The  rains  then  began,  and  con¬ 
tinued  inceirantly  to  the  end  of  the  month,  except  the  26th,  when  it  ceafed  for  a  few 
hours.  Mean  of  thermometer,  82  degrees. 

December .• — The  firft  part  in  general  fair,  with  ftrong  N.  E.  winds.  Rain  the 
5th,  6th  and  11th  ;  the  reft  of  the  month,  a  clear  fky  and  fair  weather,  except  the 
21ft,  which  was  cloudy,  with  rain.  Mean  of  thermometer,  78  to  76  degrees. 

N.  B.  In  the  months  of  April  and  May,  forty  or  fifty  miles  inland,  and  even  on 
the  coaft  of  Coromandel  itfelf,  almoft  every  evening,  inceflant  flafhes  of  lightning 
are  perceived  at  a  great  diftance  weftward,  over  the  Ballagat  mountains :  the  rivers 
Cauvery  and  Pallaru,  whofe  fources  lie  amongft  them,  difcharge  themfelves  to  the 
caftward  in  the  Gulf  of  Bengal,  which,  filling  at  the  fame  time,  is  a  ftrong  pre- 
fumptive  proof  at  leaft  of  the  truth  of  Dr.  Franklin’s  fyftem. 


Table  of  Thermometer  and  Barometer ,  with  the  mean  of  each  month ,  for  fourteen 

months ,  kept  at  Madras. 
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88 
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- 
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- 
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- 
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79 
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- 

99 

75 

874 

29.  19 

29-  *5 

29.  17 
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- 

- 

- 

98 

75 
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- 

- 

9i 

76 
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m 

- 

88 

76 

82 
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- 

- 

- 

85 

65 

75 
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30-  0$ 
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• 

87 

66 
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3°*  4 
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- 

- 

- 

8s 

64 

73 
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- 

- 

86 

65 
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«■  cm 

m 

- 

89 

69 

79 
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- 

- 

94 

73 
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29.  19 
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m 

m 

m 
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*C  £ 

77 

?°£ 

29.  19 

29.  IJ 

29.17 
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the  cold  air  from  the  N.  meet¬ 
ing  the  perennial  ealt  wind,  they 
pafs  forward  progreflively,  begin¬ 
ning  where  the  rarefaction  takes 
place,  and  probably  continuing  to 
an  immenfe  diftance,  and  thus  form 
the  N.E.  monfoon.  The  exaft 
point  where  the  northerly  wind  ter¬ 
minates,  I  fhall  not,  in  this  place, 
attempt  to  afcertain  ;  but  we  may 
venture  to  fuppofe,  that  it  muft  at 
leaf:  be  as  far  towards  the  N.E. 
as  the  well  fide  of  the  Tibet  and 
Napal  mountains,  feparating  India 
from  China,  and  which,  in  winter, 
are  alwrays  covered  with  fnow. 
From  this  frozen  eminence  a  cur¬ 
rent  of  cold  air  will  move  with 
confiderable  velocity  towards  the 
tropic,  on  the  approach  of  the  fun, 
until  the  equilibrium  is  reftored  ; 
but  at  the  latter  end  of  January  the 
fun  again  beginning  to  return  to¬ 
wards  the  north,  produces  a  fenfible 
effeCl  on  the  air  ;  for,  in  proportion 
as  he  approaches  towards  the  equa¬ 
tor,  the  current  of  air  in  the  Gulf 
of  Bengal,  near  the  land,  takes  a 
different  direction.  About  this 
time  the  wind,  immediately  on  the 
coaft  of  Coromandel,  no  longer 
blows  violently  or  regularly  from 
the  N.E.  as  in  the  commencement 
of  the  monfoon,  but  firft  abates  in 
ftrength  (like  a  current  of  water 
when  the  level  is  nearly  reftored*, 
and'  then  changes  regularly  to  land 
and  fea  breezes,  which  of  courfe, 
near  the  coaft,  are  obvioufly  occa- 
fioned  by  the  alternate  rarefaction 
of  the  air  by  fea  and  land. 

When  the  earth  begins  to  be 
violently  heated  in  the  courfe  of 
the  day,  the  rarefied  air  afcends, 
and  the  cooler  air  from  the  fea 
comes  in  to  fupply  its  place  ;  but 
the  exhalations  raifed  during  the 
day  are  condenfed  in  the  cool  of  the 
evening,  during  the  abfence  of  the 
fun,  and  falling  down  in  copious 


dews,  refrefh  the  earth,  when  the 
fea  becomes  warmeft,  and  the  cur¬ 
rent  of  air,  a  few  hours  after  fun- 
fet,  goes  from  the  land  to  the  fea, 
and  produces  what  is  called  the  land 
wind.  It  muft  be  remembered, 
that  thefe  alternate  land  and  fea 
breezes  do  not  take  place  until 
fome  time  after  the  change  of  each 
monfoon,  when  its  ftrength  begins 
to  abate  ;  for,  at  the  commencement 
of  either,  the  monfoon  itfelf  blows 
inceffantly  for  a  month  or  live 
weeks  immediately  on  the  coaft, 
and  continues,  writh  trifling  devia¬ 
tions  from  the  N.E.  or  S.W.  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  refpeClive  feafons. 
Nor  do  the  land  and  fea  breezes  at 
any  time  extend  above  three  or 
four  leagues  from  the  fhore.  . 

Mr.  Clare,  in  his  Treatife  on 
the  Motion  of  Fluids,  fhews  the 
caufe  of  thefe  breezes  by  an  eafy 
and  familiar  experiment.  “  Take,5* 
he  fays,  “  a  large  difh,  fill  it  with 
cold  water,  and  into  the  middle  of 
this  put  a  water-plate  filled  with 
warm  water:  the  firft  will  repre¬ 
sent  the  ocean,  the  latter  an  ifland, 
rarefying  the  air  above  it.  Blow 
out  a  wax-candle,  and  if  the  place 
be  ftill,  on  applying  it  fucceftively 
to  every  fide  of  the  difh,  the  fuli¬ 
ginous  particles  of  the  fmoke,  being 
viftble  and  very  light,  will  be  feen 
'to  move  towards  the  difh,  and 
riling  over  it,  point  out  the  courfe 
of  air  from  fea  to  land. 

i(  Again,  if  the  ambient  water 
be  warmed  and  the  difh  filled  with 
cold  water,  when  the  fmoking  wick 
of  the  candle  is  held  over  the  centre 
of  the  plate,  the  contrary  will  hap¬ 
pen,  and  fhew  the  courfe  of  the 
wind  from  land  to  feet.” 

During  the  continuance  of  the 
land  and  fea  breezes  on  the  coafts  of 
Coromandel  and  Malabar,  both  in 
the  N.E.  and  S.W.  monfoons,  the 
wind  on  fnore  feems  regularly  to 

follow 
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follow  the  courfe  of  the  fun,  and 
paffes  very  perceptibly  round  every 
point  of  the  compafs  in  twenty-four 
hours. 

Thefe  winds  blow  conftantly 
every  year  on  the  coaft  of  Coro¬ 
mandel  to  the  latter  end  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  and  continue  during  February 
and  to  the  beginning  of  March, 
fubjeft  to  very  (light  variations; 
but  as  the  fun  approaches  towards 
the  vernal  equinox,  the  winds  again 
become  variable  for  fome  days,  as 
they  were  about  the  autumnal  equi¬ 
nox,  until  his  declination  is  up¬ 
wards  of  feven  degrees  north,  when 
the  S.W.  monfoon  fets  in,  and  often 
on  the  fouth  part  of  the  coaft,  with 
confide rable  violence.  This  change 
or  reflux  of  air  appears  to  be  put  in 
motion  by  the  fame  means  as  that 
which  comes  from  the  oppoflte  quar¬ 
ter  ;  for,  as  the  fun’s  altitude  in- 
creafes  daily  in  the  northern  hemif- 
phere,  the  extenftve  body  of  land 
in  the  N.E.  part  of  Afia  muft  be¬ 
come  much  hotter  than  the  ocean, 
and  confequently  a  confiderable  de¬ 
gree  of  rarefaftion  will  be  produced 
over  that  part  of  the  continent, 
whilft,  at  the  fame  feafon,  an  im- 
menfe  body  of  cold  air  will  come 
both  from  the  Indian  Ocean  and  the 
continent  of  Africa,  in  the  fouthern 
hemifphere,  to  reftore  the  equili¬ 
brium.  The  principal  tradfs  of  land 
of  different  temperatures  on  the  two 
continents,  bearing  very  nearly 
N.E.  and  S.W.  of  each  other,  will 
therefore  become  alternately  the  op¬ 
poflte  extreme  points  of  rarefaction 
and  condenfation,  and  neceffarily, 
according  to  this  theory,  be  the 
immediate  caufes  of  the  N.E.  and 
S.W7-.  monfoons. 

But  to  thofe  who  have  not  con- 
lidered  the  nature  of  the  monfoons 
in  India,  it  may  appear  fomew’nat 
inconfiftent  with  this  theory,  that 
the  N.E.  monfoon,  which  blows 


with  great  force  in  October  and 
November  on  the  Coromandel  coaft, 
is  fcarcely  felt  a  few  degrees  to  the 
weftwardon  the  Malabar  coaft,  and 
fo  vice  verfa .  The  S.Wh  mon¬ 
foon,  which  blows  with  great 
(Length  on  the  Malabar  coaft  in 
April,  May,  June,  and  July, .  is 
never  felt  with  any  degree  of  vio¬ 
lence  on  that  of  Coromandel  after 
its  commencement,  nor  even  then, 
excepting  very  far  to  the  fouthward# 
It  is  true  both  coafts  are  in  the 
northern  hemifphere,  and  might  be 
fuppofed  fubjeft  to  the  fame  effedls 
from  the  (ituation  of  the  fun  ;  and 
fo  they  certainly  are  in  fome  de¬ 
gree,  for  the  wind  blows  nearly  in 
the  fame  direction  on  both  (ides  of 
the  peninfula ;  but,  on  referring  to 
the  map,  it  will  be  found  that  the 
two  coafts  arefeparated  by  a  double 
range  of  mountains,  running  almoft 
N.  and  S.  the  one  immediately 
bounding  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  the 
other  nearly  in  the  middle  of  the 
peninfula  called  the  Ballagat,  or 
country  above  the  Paffes ;  both 
which  ferve  alternately  as  a  fcreen 
to  either  coaft  during  the  different 
monfoons.  Beftde3,  they  not  only 
break  the  force  of  the  wind,  or 
current  of  air,  but  thefe  mountains, 
being  lefs  ele&rified  than  the  clouds 
coming  from  the  fea,  attrafl  them, 
and  it  is  fuppofed,  when  nearly  in 
contaft,  take  away  their  eledrical 
fire,  and  eaufe  them  to  precipitate 
the  water  they  contain. 

It  was  not,  originally,  the  im¬ 
mediate  object  of  this  work  to  ac¬ 
count  for  the  immenfe  quantity  of 
rain  which  conftantly  falls  every 
year  in  India  during  the  different 
monfoons  ;  nor  (hall  I  endeavour  to 
folve  this  difticulty  without  very 
great  doubt  of  fuccefs  ;  neverthe- 
lefs,  as  violent  rains  invariably  ac¬ 
company  the  change  of  the  mon¬ 
foons,  it  feems  neceffary  to  make 
*  C  4  the 
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the  attempt,  efpecially  as  the  two 
fubjeCts  feem  on  all  occafions  to  be 
intimately  related,  or  rather  in- 
feparably  connected. 

Clouds  are  generally  believed  to 
be  formed  by  vapours  raifed  by 
folar  or  fubterraneous  heat  from 
mo  ill  ii  re  in  the  earth,  or  in  greater 
quantities  from  water  itfelf,  and 
when  fo  raifed  they  are  kept  fuf- 
pended  in  the  middle  regions  of  the 
atmofphere  in  the  form  of  clouds, 
until  by  fome  means,  not  indifpu- 
tably  afcertained,  the  water  is  again 
precipitated  to  the  earth  in  rain. 

It  may  be  qeceffarv  to  premife, 
that  in  treating  of  this  fubjecl  I  fhall 
generally  make  ufe  of  the  word 
vapour  for  that  which  arifes  from 
water  or  any  other  fluid,  and  of 
the  term  exhalation  for  that  which 
comes  from  the  land. 

By  fome  authors  it  is  fuppofed, 
that  both  vapours  and  exhalations 


are  fmall  veficulae  detached,  as  be¬ 
fore  obferved,  from  the  earth  or  wa¬ 
ter  by  heat,  and  which  mull  be  fpe- 
cifical.ly  lighter  than  the  air,  or  they 
could  not  afcend.  When  they  have 
palled  through  the  aenfer  medium 
near  the  earth,  attracted  by  the 
dry  air  above  them,  they  continue 
to  afcend  till  they  arrive  at  a  cold 
region,  where  they  become  con- 
denfed,  and  remain  fufpended,  as 
taefore  obferved,  in  the  form  of 
clouds.  In  this  ftate  they  continue 
floating,  till  by  fome  new  agent 
they  are  converted  into  rain,  hail, 
fnow,  mill,  &c.  Others  again,  who 
equally  admit  that  the  clouds  are 
formed  by  thefe  veficulae,  think 
that  they  coalefce  in  the  upper  re¬ 
gions  of  the  atmofphere,  forming 
into  little  mailes,  until  they  become 
too  heavy  to  be  any  longer  fuf- 
pencled,  and  then  defcend  in  rain. 
But  this  hypothecs  cannot  be  well 
founded,  for  the  vapours  are  per¬ 
petually  afcending  into  the  upper 


regions  of  the  atmofphere,  which 
are  always  cold,  and  confequently, 
according  to  this  theory,  they 
would  again  be  precipitated  in  rain 
as  foon  as  they  have  arrived  at  a 
certain  height,  which  would  almoft 
conftantly  produce  regular  fhowers. 
The  fame  objection  applies  to  the 
fyftem  of  Dr.  Derham,  who  ac¬ 
counts  for  rain  by  fuppoling  the 
veficulae  to  be  full  of  air,  which 
(he  fays)  becoming  contracted  in  the 
colder  regions,  the  watery  fh'ell, 
thus  thickened,  becomes  heavier 
than  the  air,  and  is  precipitated  in 
rain  by-  its  comparative  weight. 
But  Dr.  Franklin,  in  his  Obferva- 
tions  on  Electricity,  feems  to  ac¬ 
count  moil  rationally  for  the  for¬ 
mation  of  the  clouds  and  precipita¬ 
tion  of  rain.— “  The  fun  (upplies,’* 
he  fays,  “  (or  feems  to  fupply) 
common  fire  to  all  vapours  raifed 
from  the  fea,  or  exhalations  from 
the  land.  Thofe  vapours  which 
have  both  common  and  electrical 
fire  in  them,  are  better  fupported 
than  thofe  which  contain  only  com¬ 
mon  fire ;  for,  when  vapours  rife 
into  the  coldeft  region  above  the 
earth,  the  cold  will  not  diminifh 
the  eleCtrical  fire,  if  it  doth  the 
common.  Hence  clouds  fprmed  by 
vapours  raifed  from  frelh  waters, 
within  land,  from  growing  ve¬ 
getables,  moift  earth,  &c,  more 
fpeedily  and  eafily  depofit  their 
water,  having  but  little  electric 
fire  to  repel  and  keep  the  particles 
feparate.  So  that  the  greateft  part 
of  the  water  raifed  from  the  land  is 
Jet  fall  on  the  land  again ;  and 
winds  blowing  from  the  land  to  the 
fea  are  dry,  there  being  little  ufe 
for  rain  on  the  fea,  and  to  rob  the 
land  therefore  of  its  moifture,  in 
order  to  rain  on  the  fea,  would  be 
contrary  to  the  unerring  diftribu- 
tions  of  nature. 

(i  But  clouds  formed  by  vapours 
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railed  from  the  fea,  having  both 
fires;  and  particularly  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  the  electrical,  fupport  their 
waters  Itrongly,  raife  it  high,  and 
being  moved  by  winds,  may  bring 
it  over  the  middle  of  the  broadeft 
continent  from  the  middle  of  the 
wideft  ocean.  How  thefe  ocean 
jclouds,  fo  ftrongly  fupporting  their 
water,  are  made  to  dcpofit  it  on 
the  land  where  it  is  wanted,  is 
next  to  be  confidered. 

<f  If  the  ocean  clouds  are  driven 
by  winds  again!!  mountains,  thofe 
mountains  being  lefs  electrified,  at¬ 
tract  them,  and  on  contaft  take 
away  their  eieCtrical  fire  (and  being 
cold,  their  common  fire  alfo  ;)  hence 
the  pr tides  clofe  towards  the 
mountains,  and  towards  each  other, 
L  the  air  was  not  much  loaded,  it 
Would  only  fall  in  dews  on  the 
mountain  tops  and  fides,  form 
fprings,  and  defcend  into  the  vales 
in  rivulets,  which  united,  make 
larger  ftreams  and  rivers.  But 
being  much  loaded,  the  electrical 
fire  is  at  once  taken  from  the  cloud, 
and  on  leaving  it  the  particles 
coalefce  for  want  of  that  fire,  and 
fall  in  heavy  fhowers. 

“  When  a  ridee  of  mountains 

O 

thus  dams  the  clouds,  and  draws 
the  eleCtric  fire  from  the  cloud  fail 
approaching  it,  that  which  next  fol¬ 
lows,  when  it  comes  near  the  firft 
cloud  (now  deprived  of  its  fire) 
fiafhes  into  it,  and  begins  to  depofit 
its  own  water.  The  firft  cloud 
^gain  flafhing  into  the  mountains, 
the  third  approaching  cloud,  and 
all  the  fucceeding  ones,  a £t  in  the 
fame  manner  as  far  back  as  they 
extend,  which  may  be  over  many 
hundred  miles  of  country.'” 

It  is  evident  from  the  geogra- 
hical  fituation  of  the  peninfula  of 
ndia,  that  the  clouds  which  are 
conveyed  over  it  in  both  monfoons, 
giuft  be  faturated  with  moifture0 

j, .  j  i  i  >  t\  *—  .  ...  v 


In  the  N.E.  monfoon  the  vapours 
will  be  railed  from  the  fea  in  the 
Gulf  of  Bengal,  and  as  they  ap¬ 
proach  the  land  on  the  coafl  of 
Coromandel,  the  clouds,  in  the 
manner  above  defcribed,  will  be 
made  to  difcharge  their  contents  in 
great  torrents  of  rain.  So  likewife 
in  the  S.  W.  monfoon  the  vapours 
will  be  raifed  in  the  Gulf  of  Sind 
and  the  Indian  Ocean,  and  they 
aifo,  in  the  fame  manner,  will  dif¬ 
charge  their  contents  on  the  Ma¬ 
labar  coaft  and  among  the  Ballagat 
mountains. 

But  as  an  additional  proof  of  the 
truth  of  this  hypothefis,  it  may  be 
obferved,  that  the  quantity  of  rain 
which  falls  in  the  principal  part  of 
South  America,  as  well  as  in  this 
part  of  India,  is  conftantly  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  height  and  extent  of 
the  mountains,  to  the  length  of 
time  that  the  wind  continues  to 
convey  the  clouds  towards  the  land, 
and  to  the  extent  of  the  fea  or  ocean 
whence  the  water  is  evaporated 
which  forms  thofe  clouds. 

The  principal  features  of  both 
thefe  countries  bear  a  linking  re- 
femblance  to  each  other  ;  thofe  of 
the  peninfula  of  India  being  in 
miniature  almoft  precifely  the  fame 
as  thofe  of  America  in  the  fame 
parallel  of  latitude.  The  former  is 
fituated  between  the  Gulf  of  Bengal 
and  the  Gulf  of  Sind  ;  the  latter 
between  the  South  Atlantic  and  the 
Pacific  Oceans.  Both  countries  have 
a  lofty  ridge  of  mountains,  which 
run  through  the  centre  of  them  from 
north  to  fouth  ;  and  both  have  large 
rivers,  apparently  in  proportion  to 
the  fize  of  their  refpeCtive  moun¬ 
tains,  which  difcharge  themfelves 
towards  the  eaft  into  the  fea. 

If  this  comparifon  be  purfued, 
and  the  general  refemblance,  with 
its  confequences,  are  confidered,  it 
will  be  found  that  the  quantity  o I 
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rain  which  falls  in  all  thefe  different 
countries,  is  nearly  in  proportion 
to  the  extent  of  the  ocean  near 
which  they  are  fituated,  and  to  the 
height  of  their  different  mountains. 
The  temperature  of  the  fea  in  all 
of  them  is  fuppofed  to  be  nearly 
the  fame. 

The  Gulf  of  Sind  is  much  more 
fpacious  than  the  Gulf  of  Bengal. 
The  coaft  of  Malabar  is  much  more 
mountainous  than  that  of  Coroman¬ 
del;  and  therefore,  although  the  wind 
blow  nearly  an  equal  length  of  time 
on  either  coaft,  the  hills  on  the 
former  being  more  numerous,  and 
the  fea  more  fpacious  than  the  lat¬ 
ter,  the  rains  on  the  Malabar  coaft 
will  be  more  abundant  than  thofe 
on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel. 

The  South  Atlantic  Ocean  is 
infinitely  more  extenfive  than  the 
Gulf  of  Sind.  The  American 
mountains  are,  beyond  all  com¬ 
panion,  higher  than  any  in  the  pe- 
ninfula  of  India,  and  the  N.E.  and 
S.W.  winds  alternately  prevail  the 
whole  year  on  the  eaft  coaft  of 
America  ;  whereas,  on  either  coaft 
of  India,  the  monfoon  is  never 
faid  to  blow  above  fix  months,  and, 
to  fpeak  ftrittly,  does  not  continue 
above  half  that  time.  For  all 
thefe  reafons,  therefore,  the  rains 
in  America  are  probably  more  abun¬ 
dant  than  on  either  coaft  of  the 
peninfula  of  India.  I  fay  probably 
more  abundant,  as  I  am  not  in 
pofieffion  of  any  meteorological  ta¬ 
bles  kept  in  Brazil ;  and  during  an 
accidental  refidence  of  ten  weeks  at 
the  Bay  of  All  Saints,  it  was  not 
in  my  power  to  obtain  much  in¬ 
formation  from  the  Portugueze  on 
thofe  fubje&s.  For  the  prefent, 
therefore,  we  muft  form  our  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  quantity  of  rain  which 
falls,  from  the  number  and  mag¬ 
nitude  of  the  rivers.  This  mode 
of  judging  will,  without  doubt, 


be  deemed  exceptionable  ;  for  in 
all  probability  the  Amazon  and  La 
Plata,  the  two  principal  rivers  cf 
America,  are  considerably  augment¬ 
ed  by  the  fnows  which  are  melted 
among  the  Cordilleras,  where  their 
fources  are  fuppofed  to  lie.  But  if 
we  admit  this  objection  to  be  well 
founded,  it  ftill  may  be  contended, 
that  the  numberlefs  inferior  con- 
tributary  ftreams,  which  in  any 
other  fituation  would  be  deemed 
very  confiderable  rivers,  and  are, 
in  fa<T,  much  larger  than  thofe  on 
the  fouthern  part  of  the  peninfula 
of  India,  are  moft  of  them  formed 
by  vapours  conveyed  by  the  eaft 
winds  from  the  fouthern  Atlantic 
Ocean  to  the  inferior  branches  of 
the  Andes,  where  they  are  com¬ 
pelled  to  precipitate  their  contents 
in  the  manner  defcribed  by  Dr, 
Franklin.  It  may,  perhaps,  be 
thought  that  this  comparifon,  and 
all  the  inferences  deduced  from 
it,  are  equally  applicable  to  other 
countries,  and  particularly  to  Africa, 
But  the  geographer  will  foon  find, 
that  although  the  continents  of  Alia 
and  America  fomewhat  refemble 
each  other,  both  in  fhape  and  fitu¬ 
ation,  yet  Africa,  which  alfo  ter¬ 
minates  in  a  cape  to  the  fouthwaid, 
having  no  ridge  of  lofty  mountains 
running  from  N.  to  S.  like  the  two 
former  continents,  the  rivers  of 
that  country  are  few  in  number, 
and  thofe  comparatively  frnall.  But 
to  return  to  a  further  account  of 
the  monfoon  on  the  coaft  of  Coro¬ 
mandel. 

The  ifland  of  Ceylon,  which 
lies  to  the  fouthward  of  the  Coro¬ 
mandel  coaft,  and  where  the  penin¬ 
fula  becomes  extremely  narrow, 
partakes  of  both  monfoons,  but 
principally  of  the  S.W.  The  wind 
immediately1  on  the  coaft,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  monfoon, 
takes  nearlv  the  fame  direction  as 
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tfie  coaft  itfelf.  From  the  latitude 
of  9  to  13  degrees  the  coaft  lies 
N.N.E.  and  S.S.W.  and  from  the 
latitude  of  15  degrees  to  the  head 
of  the  gulf,  called  Balafore  Roads, 
it  runs  almoft  N.E.  and  S.W. 
The  S.W.  monfoon,  therefore,  on 
this  coaft  blows  at  firft  along  fhore, 
from  which  caufe  it  is  called  the 
long  fhore  wind.  The  nature  of 
the  foil  on  the  coaft  probably  con¬ 
tributes  to  give  it  this  direction  ; 
for  the  foil  being,  in  fome  refpeCts, 
like  the  Gulf  of  Guinea,  on  the 
coaft  of  Africa,  low  and  fandy,  the 
air  near  the  earth  muft  confequently 
be  much  rarefied  under  almoft  a 
vertical  fun,  and  the  denfer  air 
coming  acrofs  the  Indian  Ocean  or 
the  Gulf  of  Sind,  will  follow  that 
direction  on  the  coaft  to  fill  up  the 
vacuum.  But  thefe  winds  continue 
only  to  the  end  of  May  or  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  June,  when  the  fun 
being  near  the  fummer  folftice,  the 
hot  land  wind  on  the  coaft  of  Co¬ 
romandel  commences,  and  continues 
about  fix  weeks.  To  underftand 
the  caufes  of  this  fudden  change, 
we  muft  again  advert  to  the  geo¬ 
graphy  of  the  country,  and  conlider 
the  ftate  of  the  atmofphere  at  this 
period  on  the  two  coafts. 

The  fouthern  part  of  the  penin- 
fula,  from  the  latitude  of  16  de¬ 
grees  to  Cape  Comorin,  may  be 
divided  longitudinally  into  three 
parts,  beginning  at  Madras,  which 
is  fituated  in  the  longitude  of  80° 
28'  46//  E.  About  two  degrees 
to  the  weft  ward  of  that  meridian 
is  a  range  of  mountains,  forming 
the  eaftern  boundary  of  the  Valley 
of  Baramaul,  where  the  high  land 
of  Myfore  commences,  commonly 
called  the  Baliagat,  or  country 
above  the  Paffes.  This  high  or 
table  land  of  Myfore  rifes  at  leaft 
2000  feet  above  the  coaft  of  Coro¬ 
mandel,  and  runs  through  the  pe- 
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ninfula  from  N.  to  S.  nearly  in  the 
longitude  of  7 8 ~  degrees.  Two 
degrees  farther  to  the  weftward  is 
another  range  of  mountains,  which 
may  be  conftdered  as  the  boundary 
of  the  Malabar  coaft  ;  and  the 
country  fituated  between  thefe~ two 
meridians,  from  76  to  78  degrees, 
is  properly  the  country  of  Myfore. 
With  this  fketch  of  the  map  of  the 
country  before  us,  and  with  a  re¬ 
collection  of  the  firft  principle  of 
this  hypothecs,  it  will  not  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  account  for  the  hot  land 
wind  prevailing  in  the  Carnatic 
during  the  months  of  May  and 
June. 

The  fun's  declination  in  the 
month  of  May  is  between  15  and 
22  degrees  north  ;  he  will  there¬ 
fore,  before  the  end  of  this  month, 
have  been  vertical  over  all  thefe 
countries,  and  confequently  have 
produced  a  confiderable  degree  of 
heat  in  the  Carnatic  ;  but  at  the 

fame  time  the  double  range  of 
•  ^ 
mountains  to  the  weftward  will 

have  arrefted  the  clouds  brought 
thither  by  the  S.W.  monfoon,  and 
made  them  precipitate  their  con¬ 
tents  both  on  the  Malabar  coaft 
and  in  the  Myfore  country.  Tie 
principal  point  of  rarefaction  then, 
at  this  feafon,  will  be  the  Carnatic, 
which  may,  as  ufual,  be  conftdered 
as  the  heated  room,  and  the  neareft 
cold  body  of  air  will  come  from 
the  table  land  of  Myfore  to  reftore 
the  equilibrium. 

In  the  Carnatic,  during  the 
months  of  May  arid  June,  the  ther¬ 
mometer  of  Farenheit,  in  the  ihade, 
is  generally  at  90  or  even  iOO  de¬ 
grees  and  upwards  ;  whilft  near  the 
mountains  the  fame  kind  of  ther¬ 
mometer  wiil  not  be  more  than  70 
or  8  0  degrees  at  the  utmoft.  The 
current  of  air  then  will  move  from 
the  mountains  acrofs  the  Carnatic 
towards  the  coaft  of  Coromandel, 

and 
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and  of  courfe  produce  the  hot  land 
winds,  but  they  are  feverely  felt 
only  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Car¬ 
natic,  at  a  diftance  from  the  moun¬ 
tains  :  at  Amboor,  and  even  at 
Vellore,  which  are  fituated  near 
them,  thofe  winds  are  neither  ex¬ 
tremely  hot,  nor  of  long  duration  $ 
and  in  the  narrow  part  of  the 
peninfula,  in  the  beautiful  little 
province  of  Coimbatore,  although 
fo  far  to  the  fouthward,  in  con- 
fequence  of  their  vicinity  to  the 
hills,  the  inhabitants  are  never  in¬ 
commoded  by  land  winds. 

This  rarefa&ion  in  the  Carnatic, 
and  the  current  of  air  which  comes 
from  the  Ballagat  mountains,  and 
blows  from  the  weft  to  the  eaft,  to 
fill  up  the  vacuum,  are  fufSciently 
ffrong  inland  to  counteract  the  ef- 
feCts  of  the  monfoon  in  this  part  of 
the  peninfula  ;  but  the  wefterly  wind 
foon  loofes  its  effhft  on  coming  to 
the  coaft,  for  it  never  extends  above 
one  or  two  leagues  out  to  fea, 
where  the  S.W.  monfoon  blows  in- 
ceflantly  at  this  feafon  of  the  year. 

But  within  a  month  after  the 
fumrner  folftice,  the  current  of  the 
S.W.  monfoon  begins  to  ftacken, 
when  the  regular  land  and  fea  winds 
again  commence  upon  the  coaft  of 
Coromandel,  and  continue,  with 
flight  variations,  for  a  month  or 
fix  weeks.  Towards  the  end  of 
Auguft,  as  the  fun  approaches  the 
line,  the  heat  in  Afia,  and  the  cold 
in  Africa,  begin  to  abate  ;  confe- 
quently  the  monfoon  daily  becomes 


more  faint,  and  like  the  flack 
water  between  the  flood  and  ebb 
tides,  the  air  in  the  Gulf  of  Bengal 
has  little  motion:  frequently  it 
moves  about  in  eddies,  and,  after  it 
has  fluctuated  between  the  two  mon- 
foons  for  three  weeks,  fometimes 
almoft  a  month,  being  attended  with 
fqualls  from  different  quarters,  the 
N.E.  wind  at  length  prevails,  and, 
like  the  change  of  tides,  moves  at 
firft  with  confiderable  rapidity. 
But  the  tremendous  gales,  or  rather 
hurricanes,  which  fometimes  blow 
in  the  gulf  at  this  feafon,  and  bear 
down  every  thing  before  them, 
feldom  happen  precifely  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  monfoon,  nor  does 
it  appear  that  they  are  the  effect  of 
a  current  of  air  like  the  monfoon, 
blowing  conftantly  from  the  fame 
quarter  for  feveral  months,  but 
rather  refemble  whirlwinds,  which 
proceed  principally  from  fome  bid¬ 
den  change  in  the  upper  regions  of 
the  atmofphere,  and  which,  though 
extremely  violent,  are  merely  local 
and  temporary.  But  before  we  con. 
elude  the  account  of  the  S.W.  mon¬ 
foon  in  Hinduftan,  it  may  be  pro¬ 
per  to  obferve,  that  this  monfoon 
brings  the  violent  rains  into  the 
provinces  of  Bengal  and  Bahar, 
which  generally  begin  at  Calcutta 
about  the  middle  of  June,  two 
months  after  their  commencement 
to  the  fouthward  of  the  gulf. 

It  has  been  fuppofed,  and  with 
fome  appearance  of  reafon,  that  the 
S.W.  monfoon*  in  the  province  of 

Bengal, 


*  It  is  generally  fuppofed  that  the  N.E.  monfoon,  in  every  part  of  India,  com¬ 
mences  near  the  hills ;  in  all  probability,  at  leaft,  it  is  mod  violent  near  them,  for 
mountains  being  colder  than  plains,  will  of  courfe  attrafl  a  greater  proportion  of  the 
common  and  ele&ric  fire  from  the  clouds,  and  make  them  precipitate  a  greater  quan¬ 
tity  of  rain,  by  which  means  it  appears  to  me,  that  the  purpofes  of  nature  are  much 
better  anfwered,  than  if  the  rain  fell  near  the  coaft;  for  the  hills,  or  mountains,  being 
generally  inland,  a  large  portion  of  the  country  is  benefited  by  the  quantity  of  water 
in  the  rivers,  and  by  the  length  of  their  courfe.  But  the  faff  refpeffing  the  time  and 
place  where  the  monfoon  commences,  might  be  eafily  afeertained  by  a  comparifon  of 
dates,  when  the  monloon  a&ually  commences  on  either  coaft  of  the  peninfula  of  India, 
and  the  Ballagat  mountains  to  the  northward,  in  the  province  of  Bengal  and  its  de¬ 
pendencies. 
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Bengal,  and  the  countries  imme¬ 
diately  to  the  north  of  it,  com¬ 
mences  near  the  hills  of  Tibet  ; 
but,  for  my  own  part,  I  am  dif- 
pofed  to  think  they  begin  further 
to  the  fouthward.  The  water  may 
firft  appear  in  the  rivers  to  the 
northward,  from  the  melting  of  the 
fnow  on  the  mountains  ;  but  the 
range  of  hills  which  feparate  Ben¬ 
gal  and  Bahar,  and  even  thofe  to 
the  eaftward  of  the  Ganges,  in  the 
fame  parallel  of  latitude,  are  fuffi- 
ciently  high  and  extenfive  to  attrad 
the  eledric  fluid  from  the  clouds, 
as  they  approach  them  from  the  fea 
faturated  with  moiflure  ;  confe- 
quently,  in  this  cafe,  the  rains  will 
begin  where  this  change  in  the  at- 
mofphere  takes  place :  but  this  point 
might  be  eafily  afeertained  by  a 
comparifon  of  meteorological  tables 
kept  in  the  country.  A  knowledge 
both  of  the  time  and  place  where  the 
rains  begin  mull  be  of  great  im¬ 
portance  to  the  inhabitants  of  Hin- 
duftan,  among  whom  the  crops  of 
rice  depend  on  a  fufficient  fupply  of 
water. 

In  the  Gulf  or  Bay  of  Bengal, 
Major  Rennel  obferves,  the  mon- 
foon  blows  from  the  S.  S.  W.  and 
S.W.  Yet  in  theeaftarn  and  northern 
parts  of  Bengal  it  blov^s  from  the 
S.  E.  and  E.S.  E.  Such  a  varia¬ 
tion  of  the  wind,  within  fo  fmall  a 
diftance,  appears  to  me  a  further 
confirmation  of  this  theory  ;  for 
whilft  the  points  of  rarefadion  in 
the  northern  provinces  at  this  feafon 
will  of  courfe  be  the  land  to  the  weft- 
ward,  the  melting  of  the  fnow  on  the 
mountains  of  Tibet  to  the  eaftward 
will  produce  a  current  of  cold  con- 
denfed  air,  fufticiently  ftrong  to 
counterad  the  regular  courfe  of  the 
monfoon  ;  inftead,  therefore,  of 
blowing  from  the  S.  S.  W.  and 
S.  W.  as  it  does  near  the  fea,  it 
will  blow  conftantly  at  this  feafon, 
b 


as  the  above  author  remarks,  from 
the  E.  S.  E.  and  S.  E. 

But  before  we  conclude  our  ac« 
count  of  the  different  winds  in  Ben¬ 
gal,  it  is  neceflary  to  obferve,  that 
late  in  the  month  of  March,  until 
the  commencement  of  the  S.  W. 
monfoon,  there  are  fometimes  tem¬ 
porary  ftrong  gufts  of  wind  in  the 
fouthern  part  of  the  Delta  from  the 
N.  W.  accompanied  with  thunder 
and  lightning.  They  generally 
come  on  late  in  the  afternoon,  and 
are  preceded  fome  hours  by  an  ap¬ 
pearance  of  dark  heavy  clouds  in 
that  quarter.  The  well-informed 
natives  of  that  country  call  thefe 
fudden  gufts  Tuphan,  a  name  fami¬ 
liar  to  the  clafiic  fcholar ;  but  the 
caufes  of  them,  and  further  parti¬ 
culars  of  their  effeds,  will  after¬ 
wards  be  more  minutely  confidered. 
I  fhall  therefore,  for  the  prefen  t, 
only  obferve,  that  in  my  opinion 
they  may  be  imputed  to  the  air  in 
the  fouth  part  of  the  Delta  being 
rarefied  by  almoft  a  vertical  fun, 
and  the  neareft  body  of  cold  air 
coming  from  the  neighbouring 
mountains,  which  divide  the  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Bengal  and  Bahar,  to  fill 
up  the  vacuum. 

Dr.  Halley  feems  to  confider  the 
hurricanes,  which  blow  occafionally 
in  the  month  of  Odober  in  the 
Gulf  of  Bengal,  as  of  a  fimilar  na¬ 
ture  to  thofe  in  the  Weft-Indies,  in 
which  probably  he  is  right  ;  but,  at 
the  fame  time,  it  is  evident  that  he 
has  been  mifinformed  refpeding  the 
time  they  generally  happen  in  the 
Eaft.  He  obferves  that  our  feamea 
fuppofe  them  to  be  the  breaking  up 
of  the  monfoon.  In  this  circumftance 
the  mariners  have  milled  the  philo- 
fopher  ;  for  the  hurricanes  feldorn 
happen  near  the  change  or  breaking 
up  of  the  monfoons,  but  generally 
many  days  alter  the  commencement, 
and  fometimes  about  the  middle  of 
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them.  Both  the  N.  E.  and  S.  W. 
monfoons  blow  at  firft  in  frefh 
gales  ;  but  neither  of  them  increafe 
to  violent  hurricanes.  It  is  from  very- 
obvious  caufes,  already  fufficient- 
ly  explained,  that  the  one  dies  gra¬ 
dually  away  before  the  other  begins. 
But  we  will  firft  adduce  unqueftion- 
able  proofs  of  thefe  fafts,  and  then 
endeavour  to  afcertain  the  caufes  of 
them. 

The  firft  hurricane  on  the  coaft  of 
Coromandel,  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Orme,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Hinduftan, 
was  that  which  deftroyed  Le  Bour- 
denai’s  fleet,  after  he  had  taken 
Madras  in  the  year  1746.  He  at¬ 
tacked  this  fort  in  September,  which 
furrendered  to  him  in  lefs  than  a 
month,  on  condition  that  private 
property  fhould  be  protected.  But 
Dupliex,  the  governor  of  Pondi¬ 
cherry,  difputed  the  right  of  the  ad¬ 
miral  to  make  fuch  a  capitulation, 
and  infilled  on  his  feizing  all  pro¬ 
perty,  both  public  and  private. 
The  correfpondence  on  this  fubjefl, 
in  which  the  virtuous  admiral  ftre- 
nuoufly  defended  the  rights  of  indi¬ 
viduals  and  his  own  honour,  de¬ 
tained  him  at  Madras  with  his 
fquadron  much  longer  than  he  other- 
wife  intended  to  have  flayed  ;  and 
on  the  2d  of  October  came  on  a 
hurricane,  which  in  a  few  hours 
deftroyed  almoft  the  whole  of  the 
French  fleet,  and  in  which  twenty 
other  Ihips  of  different  nations  were 
driven  on  fhore.  One  of  the  fhips, 
fays  Mr.  Orme,  foundered  in  an  in¬ 
fant,  and  only  fix  of  the  crew  were 
fared.  But  it  mull  be  remembered 
that  four  veffels,  laden  with  effects 
fent  from  Madras,  with  three  others 
lately  arrived  at  Pondicherry  from 
Europe,  were  not  affeded  by  this 
hurricane ;  the  violence  of  which, 
therefore,  did  not  extend  more  than 
fixty  or  eighty  miles  to  the  fouth- 
ward, 


On  the  Sift  of  Odober  1753, 
Mr.  Orme  mentions  alfo  a  violent 
hurricane  on  land,  which  was  felt 
moftly  near  Wandiwafh  ;  but  as 
the  fame  author,  who  is  in  general 
equally  minute  and  corred,  takes 
no  notice  of  any  bad  confequences 
happening  from  it  at  fea,  we  may 
reafonably  fuppofe  it  did  no  mif- 
chief  either  at  Madras  or  Pondi¬ 
cherry,  although  its  principal  vio¬ 
lence  was  felt  nearly  half-way  be¬ 
tween  both,  and  not  more  than  fixty 
miles  in  a  dired  line  from  either. 

The  next  which  occurred  during 
the  N.  E.  monfoon  was  on  the  30th 
of  December  1  760,  during  the  fiege 
of  Pondicherry.  On  the  evening  of 
that  day  the  weather  was  fair,  the 
rains  had  ceafed,  and  there  were  re¬ 
gular  land  and  fea  breezes  ;  but  a 
heavy  fwell  rolled  in  on  the  fhore 
from  the  S.  E.  The  next  morning 
the  fky  was  of  a  dufky  hue,  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  clofenefs  in  the  air, 
but  without  that  wild  irregularity 
which  prognofticates  a  hurricane. 
Towards  the  evening,  however,  the 
wind  frefhened,  from  the  N.  W.  and 
at  eight  at  night  increafed  confider- 
ably.  About  midnight  the  wind 
veered  round  to  the  N.  E.  fell  calm 
with  a  thick  haze,  and  in  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  after  flew  round  to  the  S.  E. 
whence  it  blew  with  great  violence. 
Almoft  all  the  fhips  might  have 
been  faved,  had  they  taken  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  wind  blowing  off  the 
land,  but  the  roaring  of  the  wind 
and  fea  prevented  the  captains  from 
hearing  the  fignals  for  ftanding  out 
to  fea,  and  many  of  the  fhips  were 
wrecked.  The  Ne<wcaftie,  Queen- 
borough ,  and  ProteBor,  were  driven 
on  fhore  a  few  miles  fouth  of  Pondi¬ 
cherry,  and  the  crews  were  faved. 
The  Norfolk ,  Admiral  Stevens,  re¬ 
turned  next  day  ;  and  on  the  7th 
came  in  the  Salisbury  >  from  Trinco- 
rnalec,  fouth,  and  the  Tiger,  from 
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Madras,  north  ;  fo  that  in  thefe 
eppofite  directions  of  eaft,  north, 
and  fouth,  the  violence  of  the  ftorm 
had  not  been  felt.  It  is  obferved 
by  mariners  in  the  Eaft-Indies  that 
thefe  hurricanes  ufually  happen  once 
in  live  years ;  but  for  this  opinion  I 
can  find  no  reafon,  either  from  what 
I  have  heard  from  others,  or  have 
myfelf  obferved. 

The  next  in  fucceilion  to  that  in 
17b0-l,  was  in  1763.  On  the 
20th  of  October,  in  that  year,  many 
days  after  the  N.  E.  monfoon  had 
apparently  commenced,  the  wind 
began  to  flacken,  and  the  clouds  in 
the  evening  appeared  uncommonly 
red,  particularly  on  the  day  pre¬ 
ceding  the  hurricane.  On  the 
morning  of  the  2 lit  a  Itrong  wind 
blew  off  the  land,  and  in  the  courfe 
of  a  few  hours  flew  all  round  the 
compafs.  At  this  time  the  Norfolk 
man  of  war,  Admiral  Cornifh,  with 
the  America  and  W 'ey  mouth,  and 
the  Royal  Charlotte  country  fhip, 
of  four  hundred  tons,  remained,  in 
Madras  Roads,  with  feveral  other 
country  veffels.  The  wind  began  to 
blow  from  the  N.  W.  and  continued 
from  that  quarter  for  three  or  four 
hours,  of  which  time  the  men  of 
war  availed  themfelves  to  put  to 
fea,  but  it  then  fuddenly  changed  to 
the  eaftward,  and  prevented  moft  of 
the  country  fhips  from  following 
their  example.  After  having  blown 
with  inceffant  violence  for  fourteen 
hours,  and  with  almoft  equal 
ftrength  from  every  point  of  the 
compafs,  it  at  length  ceafed,  byt 
literally  left  only  wrecks  behind. 
All  the  veffels  at  an  anchor  were 
loft,  and  almoft  every  perfon  on 
board  perifhed ;  but  the  men  of 
war  and  the  Royal  Charlotte  re¬ 
turned  into  the  Roads  on  the  24th. 
The  former  had  felt  the  gale  very 
feverely  whilft  near  the  coaft,  but 
without  fuftaining  any  material  in¬ 


jury  ;  the  latter  veffel  likewife, 
from  flaying  rather  too  long  at 
anchor,  had  loft  her  fore  and  main- 
mafts,  and  was  otherwife  much  da¬ 
maged. 

The  laft  of  thefe  hurricanes  on 
the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  which  it 
feems  neceffary  to  mention,  is  that 
which  happened  on  the  29th  of  Oc¬ 
tober  1768.  Of  this  fuflicient  no¬ 
tice  was  given,  but  the  officers  of 
the  Chatham  Indiaman,  then  in  the 
Road,  did  not  avail  themfelves  of 
it ;  for  on  the  preceding  evening  the 
fea  was  violently  agitated,  the  fun 
fet  in  a  haze  deeply  tinged  with 
red,  with  every  other  prognoftic  of 
a  gale  of  wind.  Rut  unfortunately 
there  had  been  a  mifunderftanding 
between  the  captain  and  officers,  and 
the  former  being  on  fhore,  the  lat¬ 
ter  probably  waiting  for  orders,  re¬ 
mained  at  anchor,  notwithstanding 
they  might  have  put  to  fea  with  the 
N.  W.  wind,  which,  as  ufual,  at 
the  commencement  of  thefe  hurri¬ 
canes,  blew  off  the  land.  The  go¬ 
vernor  and  council,  who  forefaw 
the  danger  even  time  enough  to 
have  prevented  the  lofs  of  the  Ship, 
ordered  fignal  guns  to  be  fired  with 
(hot,  by  way  of  directing  the  offi¬ 
cers  to  weigh  and  ftand  out  to  fea  ; 
but  either  they  did  not  hear  the 
guns,  or  were  too  punctilious  in 
waiting  for  orders  ;  and  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  inflexibility  were 
loft,  for  the  (hip  was  never  feen  or 
heard  of  after  the  clofe  of  the  even¬ 
ing  of  the  29th.  It  is  poffible  they 
were  not  able  to  diftinguifh  the 
flgnal  guns  ;  for  many  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  fort,  during  the 
violence  of  the  hurricane,  did 
not  hear  them,  and  the  fl  allies  of 
the  guns  might  be  miftaken  by 
the  officers  of  the  (hip  for  thofe  of 
lightning.  The  veffels  lying  at 
this  time  at  a  Angle  anchor  in  the 
open  road  of  Pondicherry,  were  not 
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in  the  leaft  difturbed  by  this  hurri¬ 
cane,  neither  were  the  effeffs  of  it  in 
the  fmallell  degree  felt  at  any  of  oilr 
fettlements  to  the  northward  *  Ships 
which  put  to  fea  in  due  time  very 
foon  got  beyond  their  influence  to 
the  eaftward,  and  it  is  very  well 
known  that  they  never  extend 
far  inland.  All  thefe  circumftances 
properly  confidered,  clearly  roani- 
feft  the  nature  of  thefe  winds,  or  ra¬ 
ther  pofltively  prove  them  to  be 
whirlwinds,  whofe  diameter  cannot 
be  more  than  120  miles,  and  the 
vortex  feems  generally  near  Madras 
or  Pulieat,  where  a  branch  of  the 
Ballagat  mountains  extends  towards 
the  fea.  Thofe  which  happen  in 
the  N.  E.  monfoon  generally  fall 
With  moll  violence  within  a  few 
leagues  of  this  place,  and  never,  I 
believe,  reach  to  the  fouthof  Porto 
Novo. 

But  at  the  commencement  of  the 
S.  W.  monfoon,  violent  gales  are 
fome times  felt  on  the  eaft  fide  of 
Ceylon  and  the  fouthern  extremity  of 
the  cc.afl  ;  thefe,  however,  fhould  be 
confidered  rather  as  the  tail  of  that 
On  the  Malabar  coaft,  which  extends 
itfelf  over  Cape  Comorin  near  the 
fouthern  extremity  oi  the  peninfula. 
In  that  quarter;  however,  fuch  gales 
feldom  occur,  and  are  always  of 
ihort  duration. 

One  inftance  only  is  to  be  found 
in  Mr.  Orme’s  hiftory  of  a  violent 
hurricane  to  the  fouthward.  In 
this  inftance,  which  happened  on 
the  13th  of  April  1749,  near  Porto 
Novo,  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel, 
two  of  the  Company’s  fhips  were 
ftranded  near  Cuddalore  ;  and  the 
Namur,  one  of  Admiral  Bofcawen’s 
fquadron,  with  the  Apollo ,  hofpital 
fhip,  foundered*  This  is  the  only 
inftance  known  to  me  in  thirty-five 
years  of  a  hurricane  on  the  Coro¬ 
mandel  coaft  during  the  S.  W.  raon. 
fcon,  and  the  effeffs  of  this  were 
riot  felt  above  eleven  degrees  north. 


On  the  coall  of  Malabar,  howJ* 
ever,  this  monfoon  frequently  blows 
with  confiderable  ftrength  at  the 
commencement  ;  but  it  muft  be 
obferved,  that  it  docs  not  begin  at 
the  fame  time  on  all  parts  of  the 
coaft,  nor  does  it  proceed  rapidly 
in  its  courfe  towards  the  north  ;  for 
although  the  change  of  the  monfoon 
generally  takes  places  at  Anjengo, 
about  the  time  the  fun  becomes 
vertical  at  that  place,  it  never 
reaches  Bombay  before  the  middle^ 
or  rather  the  end  of  May  ;  the  lati¬ 
tude  of  the  former  is  about  8°  3 O' 
north,  and  of  the  latter  190.  On 
the  12th  of  April  the  fun  is  verti¬ 
cal  at  Anjengo,  and  about  the  15th 
of  May  at  Bombay.  If  then 
the  difference  of  latitude  and  de¬ 
cimation  be  compared,  it  will  be 
found  that  the  fun  and  the  monfoon 
move  almoft  precifely  together,  at 
the  rate  of  about  twenty  miles  per 
day  :  a  circumftance  which,  above 
all  others,  tends  to  prove  that  the 
fun’s  motion  in  the  ecliptic  is  the 
primary,  if  not  the  foie  caufe  of  the 
motion  of  the  air,  or  rather  of  the 
courfe  of  the  wind,  at  leaft  in  this 
part  of  the  world,  I  mean  on  the 
coaft  of  Malabar. 

Monf.  D’Apres,  however,  re¬ 
marks,  that  the  N.E.  monfoon  in 
the  Mofambique  Channel,  begins  at 
the  north  end  of  Madagafcar,  and 
among  the  Camero  iftands,  in  the 
ftrft  week  of  November  ;  and  at  St. 
Auguftine’s  Bay  to  the  fouthward, 
at  the  end  of  the  fame  month.  If 
the  diftance  of  thefe  two  places,  in 
like  manner,  be  divided  by  the 
number  of  days,  it  will  be  found  to 
correfpond  nearly  with  the  daily 
difference  of  the  fun’s  declination  ; 
confequently  this  faff  will  further 
corroborate  the  truth  of  this  hypo- 
thefts  ;  for  the  correfpondence  be¬ 
tween  the  motion  of  the  monfoori 
and  the  daily  difference  of  the  fun’s 
dedination  is  exaffly  the  fame,  not 

only 
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htiy  !h  India j  but  likewife  in  both 
the  northern  and  fouthern  hemi- 
fpheres. 

I  have  no  authentic  account  of 
hurricanes  on  the  Malabar  coaft,  but 
I  recolied  to  have  heat'd  of  one 
which  happened  in  the  month  of 
May  1 762^  off  Goa,  and  of  a  fecond 
hear  Anjengo,  which  took  place,  I 
believe,  about  the  middle  of  April 
1779.  One  of  the  Company’s 
cruizcrs  was  at  that  time  lying  at 
fin  anchor  in  th®  road  ;  it  attempt¬ 
ed,  too  late,  to  put  to  fea,  but  was 
tiever  afterwards  feen. 

From  thefe  accounts  it  seems  ve¬ 
ry  clear,  that  hurricanes  never  hap¬ 
pen  at  the  breaking  up  of  the  mon- 
foons,  nor  pfecifely  at  their  com¬ 
mencement,  but  rather  fome  time  af¬ 
ter  the  change,  and  that  they  are 
local  and  of  fhort  duration.  But 
this  defeription  of  them  is  not  con¬ 
fined  to  the  Malabar  coaft,  nor  to 
that  of  Coromandel ;  they  rage 
with  equal,  if  not  with  fuperior  vio¬ 
lence,  in  the  fouthern  hemifphere, 
particularly  about  the  latitude  of 
20  degrees  fouth,  near  the  French 
i (lands,  where  many  (hips  have  been 
in  great  danger  of  perilling  from 
their  effects,  amongft  the  reft,  the 
Ilchefier  Indiaman,  in  the  year 
I757.  But  the  moft  accurate  and 
authentic  account  which  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  of  hurricanes  in  thefe  lati¬ 
tudes,  was  that  of  the  hurricane 
Which  the  Britannia  Indiaman 
encountered  in  the  year  1770.  On 
the  1  Oth  of  March,  about  midnight, 
the  wind  fuddenly  burft  upon  the 
(hip  from  the  S.  E.  and  blew  with 
conllderable  force,  but  fhifted  all 
round  the  compafs  in  the  courfe  of 
a  few  hours.  Between  five  and  fix 
in  the  morning  afudden  guft  carried 
away  their  top-mafts  and  jib-boom^ 
when  lying  to  under  a  balanced 
mizen ;  and  nearly  about  the  fame 
inftant,  the  jolly -boat,,  longing 
VOL.  3. 


over  the  fide  by  the  mizen  chains, 
was  fuddenly  whirled  up  into  the 
mizen  fhrouds,  whence  it  fell  into 
the  fea  and  ivas  dafhed  to  pieces* 
The  wind  having  blown  nearly 
with  equal  ftrength  from  oppofit© 
quarters,  prevented  the  fea  from  rif- 
ing 5  fo  that  at  the  end  of  ten  hours* 
when  it  fubftded,  the  fea  bore  but 
very  lit  tie  appearance  of  having  been 
violently  agitated. 

The  following  day  the  rigging 
being  repaired,  they  proceeded  a 
few  leagues  to  the  weft  ward,  and 
met  a  French  veflelthat  had  not  felt 
the  hurricane ;  they  were  likewife 
overtaken  by  another  fhip,  which 
had  followed  the  fame  tract  as  the 
Britannia ,  without  fufferinp-  the 
leaft  inconvenience  from  it.  Thefe 
circumftances  prove  pofitively,  that 
in  an  eaft  and  weft  direction,  this 
hurricane  had  not  extended  above 
thirty  leagues,  and  likewife  that  the 
fhip  was  nearly  in  its  centre. 

Thus  then  it  appears  that  thefe 
tempefts  or  hurricanes  are  tornadoes, 
or  local  whirlwinds,  and  are  felt 
with  at  leaft  equal  violence  on  the 
fea  coaft,  and  at  fome  little  diftance 
out  at  fea.  But  there  is  a  material 
difference  in  the  fituation  of  the  fun 
when  they  appear  at  different  places* 
On  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  they  feldom  happen,  parties 
larly  to  the  northward,  except  when 
the  fun  is  in  the  oppofite  hemifphere. 
On  the  Malabar  coaft  they  rage 
with  moft  violence  during  the  mon- 
foon,  whilft  the  fun  is  2lmoft  ver¬ 
tical.  Near  the  ifland  of  Mauri¬ 
tius  they  are  felt  in  January,  Fe¬ 
bruary  and  March,  which  may  be 
deemed  their  fummer  months.  And 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  according  to 
Mr.  Edwards’s  Hiftory  of  Jamaica, 
the  hurricane  feafon  begins  in  Au- 
guft  and  ends  in  October. 

As  they  happen,  then,  in  different 
places,  at  different  feafons,  they  can- 
*  D  not 
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not  well  be  afcribcd,  like  the  mon- 
foons,  to  any  particular  fituation  of 
the  fun  in  the  ecliptic;  neither,  as  they 
do  not  happen  regularly  every  year, 
can  they  be  deemed  periodical.  Rut 
as  during  their  continuance  the 
wind  blows  all  round  the  compass, 
and  neverthelefs  is  not  felt  in  any 
direction  at  a  diftance  of  more  than 
fixty  or  eighty  miles,  we  may  ven¬ 
ture  to  conclude  that  whirlwinds 
are  folely  owing  to  violent  and  hid¬ 
den  changes  both  in  the  upper  and 
lower  regions  of  the  air.  When  the 
lower  regions  of  the  atmofphere  are 


from  any  caufe  confiderably  rarefied, 
and  the  air  in  thofe  of  the  upper 
at  the  fame  time  becomes  very  much 
condenfed,  according  to  the  princi¬ 
ple  of  gravity,  the  air  in  the  upper 
regions  will  defcend,  and  neceffarily 
cause  a  whirlwind,  perfectly  htnilar 
to  that  produced  by  finking  a  heavy 
body  in  water  ;  the  parts  adjacent 
will  immediately  concentre  to  a 
point,  and  rufh  with  a  whirling  cir¬ 
cular  motion  towards  the  bottom 
with  great  violence. 

f‘  Whirlwinds*/-  fays  Dr.  Frank¬ 
lin,  in  one  of  his  letters  on  philo- 

fophical 


*  The  ancients  fupp&fed  that  there  were  great  varieties  of  whirlwinds,  of  which 
Pliny  and  Seneca  give  different  accounts. 

The  Typhon,  is  defined  by  them,  ^vortex  igne  fa&us ,  a  vortex  produced 

by  fire,  which  caufes  dreadful  hurricanes  of  wind,  'and  deftroys  all  things  that  come 
within  its  reach.  ;  \ 

The  Prefter  comes  from  incendo^  inflammo.  It  was  faid  to  break  forth 

with  ftrong  flafhes  of  lightning,  and  to  be  generally  accompanied  with  an  Ecnephias. 

The  latter  is  from  vs(po$,  nubes ,  and  is  defcribed  as  a  hidden  and  impetuous  wind, 
burfting  forth  from  a  dark  cloud  with  little  rain. 

The  Exhydria  was  a  violent  whirlwind,  attended  with  a  great  quantity  of  rain  ;  and 
in  faff,  the  principal  difference  between  an  Exhydria  and  an  Ecnephias  was  in  the 
quantity  of  rain  or  water  which  they  were  fuppofed  to  contain. 

Thefe  whirlwinds  are  evidently  of  the  fame  family,  all  the  features  of  them  being 
exaflly  Imular,  with  fome  flight  variations  of  character. 

When  a  hidden  and  violent  change  is  produced  by  fire,  either  common  or  eledfri- 
cal,  in  a  confiderable  body  of  the  atmofphere,  the  air  from  all  fides  fudderily  rufhes, 
forward,  and  confequently  concentring  to  a  point,  forms  a  vortex  ;  and  when  the  co- 
hefion  of  the  air  is  broken,  it  will  alfo,  of  courfe,  precipitate  the  water  it  contains,  and 
produce  an  Ecnephias  or  Exhydria;  or,  where  there  is  but  little  moihure  in  the  at- 
mofphere,  a  Typhon  or  Prefter.  The  two  firfl  are  probably  theafcending  whirlwinds ; 
the  others,  thofe  which  defcend. 

Airafcending  or  defcending,  fays  Dr.  Franklin,  may  form  the  fame  kind  of  eddies 
or  whirlings,  the  parts  of  air  requiring  a  circular  motion,  and  receding  from  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  circle  by  a  centrifugal  force,  and  leaving  there  a  vacancy.  If  defcending,  it 
will  be  greateft  above,  and  will  leffen  downwards.  If  afcending,  it  will  be  greateft: 
below,  and  will  leffen  upwards,  like  a  [peaking  trumpet  ftanding  with  the  largeft  end 
on  the  ground.  ■ 

When  the  air  defcends  with  violence  in  fome  places,  it  may  rife  with  equal  vio¬ 
lence  in  others,  and  form  both  kinds  of  whirlwinds.  The  air,  in  its  whirling  motion, 
receding  every  way  from  the  centre  or  axis  of  the  trumpet,  leaves  there  a  vacuum, 
which  cannot  be  filled  through  the  fides,  the  whirling  air  as  an  arch  preventing  ;  it 
mu  ft  then  press  in  at  the  open  ends.  The  greateft  preffure  inwards  tmift  be  at  the 
lower  end,  the  greateft  weight  of  the  furrounding  atmofphere  being  there ;  the  air  en¬ 
tering,  rifes  within,  and  carries  up  duft,  leaves,  and  heavier  bodies,  that  happen  to  be 
in  ns  way,  as  the  eddy  or  whirl  paffes  over  land. 

If  it  paffes  over  water,  the  weight  of  the  furrounding  atmofphere  forces  up  the  wa¬ 
ter  into  the  vacuity,  part  of  which  by  degrees  joins  with  the  whirling  air,  and,  adding 
weight,  and  receiving  accelerated  motion,  recedes  {fill  further  from  the  centre  or 
axis  of  the  trump  as  the  preffure  leffens,  and  at  laft,  as  the  trump  widens,  is  broken  in- 
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fbphical  fubjects,  “  are  of  two 
kinds ;  one  from  the  air  afcending, 
and  the  other  from  the  air  defend¬ 
ing.  A  fluid  moving  from  all 
points  horizontally  towards  a  cen¬ 
tre  muft  either  afcend  or  defcend  ; 
but  air  flowing  on  or  near  thefurface 
of  land  or  water*  ft om  all  fides  to¬ 
wards  a  centre*  muft  neceflarily  at 
that  centre  afcend*  the  land  or  water* 
hindering  its  defcent.  But  if  thefe 
concentring  currents  be  in  the  up¬ 
per  region  of  the  atmofphere,  they 
may  indeed  defcend  and  caufe  a 
whirlwind;  and  when  this  current 
has  reached  either  the  earth  or  wa¬ 
ter,  it  muft  fpread,  and  probably 
blow  with  great  violence  to  a  con- 
fiderable  diftance  from  the  centre. 
Of  the  two  kinds  of  whirlwinds, 
that  which  afcends  is  the  moft  com¬ 
mon;  but  when  the  upper  air  de¬ 
fends*  it  is  perhaps  in  a  greater  bo¬ 
dy*  extending  wider,  as  in  thunder 
gufts,  and  without  much  whirl¬ 
wind.”  If  then  this  opinion  be 
well  founded*  a  common  gale  of 
wind*  of  moderate  extent  and  fhort 
duration*  may  be  suppofed  to  pro¬ 
ceed  from  the  former ;  but  when 
violent,  of  long  continuance,  and 
with  lefs  variation*  from  the  latter. 

It  wmuld  not,  perhaps,  be  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  great  difficulty  to  afcertain 
the  situation  of  a  fhip  in  a  whirl¬ 
wind,  by  obferving  the  ftrengthand 
changes  of  the  wind  ;  if  the  changes 
are  fudden  and  the  wind  violent,  in 
all  probability  the  fhip  muft  be  near 
the  centre  or  votex  of  the  whirl¬ 
wind  ;  whereas  if  the  wind  blows 


a  great  length  of  time  from  the  same 
point,  and  the  changes  are  gradual, 
it  may  be  reafonably  fuppofed  the 
fhip  is  near  the  extremity  of  it; 

Another  extraordinary  circuifu 
fiance  refpe&ing  thefe  hurricanes 
fhould  likewif  he  mentioned,  as 
tending  to  a  difovery  of  their 
caufes ;  that  they  moft  frequently, 
it  might  perhaps  with  propriety  be 
said  always,  occur  near  large  bodies 
of  land,  but  are  not  known  at  fea 
within  the  tropics^  at  leaft  in  that 
part  of  the  ocean  remote  from  the 
continent,  or  even  at  a  coniiderable 
diftance  from  extenfive  iflands.  It 
is  a  well  known  fact,  as  the.  name 
itfelf  implies,  that  the  Pacific  Ocean 
is  exempt  from  tempefts.  So  like- 
wife  is  the  middle  of  the  South  At¬ 
lantic  Ocean,  particularly  from  the 
equator  to  the  latitude  of  i  6  degrees 
fouth.  A  violent  gale  of  wind, -for 
inftauce,  was  never  known  at  the 
little  iftand  of  St.  Helena,  which 
lies  at  the  diftance  of  neatly  a  thou- 
fand  miles  from  the  weft  coaft  of 
Africa,  and  ftid  further  from  the 
eaftern  coaft  of  America.  The  mean 
temperature  of  St.  Helena  is,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  72  degrees  inftead  of  79, 
which  is  the  mean  temperature  of 
places  on  the  continent,  in  the  fame 
parallels  of  latitude  ;  but  the  varia¬ 
tions  there  throughout  the  year, 
both  of  the  thermometer  and  baro¬ 
meter,  are  very  trifling.  It  muft 
here  be  again  remembered,  that  the 
vapours  raifed  from  the  ocean  have 
a  larger  portion  of  both  common 
and  electrical  Jire,  and  are  therefore 
*  D  2  more 


to  fmall  particles,  and  fo  united  with  air  as  to  be  Cupported  by  it,  and  become  black 
clouds  at  the  top  of  the  trump. 

Thus  thefe  eddies  may  be  whirlwinds  at  land,  and  water-fpbuts  at  fea.  A  body  of 
water  fo  raifed  may  be  iuddenly  let  fall,  when  the  motion,  See.  has  not  ftrength  to 
fupport  it,  or  the  whirling  arch  is  broken  fo  as  to  admit  the  air  failing  into  the  fea. 
It  is  harmlels,  unlefs  (hips'  unfortunately  happen  to  be  directly  under  it ;  but  if,  in  the 
progreffive  motion  of  the  whirl,  it  has  moved  from  the  fea  over  the  land,  and  there 
iuddenly  breaks,  violent  and  mifehievous  torrents  are  die  confequence. 


is  ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  i«@i. 


more  firmly  fiipported  in  the  form 
of  clouds  than  thofe  which  come 
from  the  land  ;  that  in  thefe  oceans 
an  equal  temperature  airnoft  con- 
ftantly  prevails,  and  that  all  the 
circumbient  air  is  filled  with 
homogeneous  vapours.  In  every 
wide  expanfe  of  ocean,  therefore, 
unbroken  by  a  continent  or  exten- 
five  ifland,  no  fudden  changes  are 
likely  to  take  place  in  the  atmof¬ 
phere  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  where 
the  clouds,  which  are  formed  by  ex¬ 
halations  from  extenfive  bodies  of 
land,  approach  thofe  which  are  de¬ 
rived  from  the  ocean,  violent  and 
fudden  alterations  muft  necefTarily 
occur  ;  for,  as  it  has  been  frequent¬ 
ly  before  remarked,  the  land  clouds 
will  at  trad  both  common  and  elec¬ 
trical  fire,  from  thofe  clouds  which 
come  from  the  ocean,  until  the  equi¬ 
librium  is  reftored  j  and  during  this 


operation,  fuch  changes  mull:  neceft 
farily  happen  in  the  atmofphere,  as 
will  produce  ftrong  currents  of  air, 
and  in  general  whirlwinds.  Near 
every  part  of  the  continent  of  Alia, 
in  the  Gulf  of  Bengal,  on  either 
coaft  of  Africa  near  the  ifland  of 
Madagafcar,  and  even  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  illands  of  Mauritius  and  Bour¬ 
bon,  where  also  there  are  volcanoes, 
whirlwinds,  occasioned  by  fudden 
changes  in  the  atmofphere,  will,  at 
certain  feafons,  frequently  occur. 
But  in  the  Pacific  Ocean*,  and  in 
the  central  parts  of  the  North  and 
South  Atlantic,  they  will  feldom 
happen.  Ships  in  eroding  the 
North  Atlantic  fcarcely  ever  meet 
with  hard  gales  of  wind  before  they 
approach  the  Weftern  Illands,  where 
likewife  there  are  volcanoes.  But 
in  the  Blands  of  Bermudas,  which 
are  fi touted  in  the  Northern  Atlantic 

Ocean, 


*  The  land,  in  both  hemifpheres,  is  much  hotter  infummer,  and  colder  in  winter, 
than  the  lea  ;  and  there  being  infinitely  more  land  in  the  northern  than  in  the  fouthem 
hemifphere,  the  former,  taken  altogether,  is  much  more  fubject  to  the  extremes  of 
heat  and  cold,  than  the  latter.  For  the  fame  reafon,  the  heat  of  the  lummer  months 
will  be  lefs  violent  in  the  torrid  zone  of  the  fouth  than  in  that  of  the  north,  and  alfo 
in  thole  parts  of  tfie  temperate  zone  beyond  the  influence  of  the  land.  The  iflands  of 
St.  Helena,  Mauritius,  and  Bourbon,  and  thofe  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  of  the  fouthern 
hemifphere,  which  are  remote  from  the  continent,  are  well  known  to  enjoy  a  much 
milder  and  more  regular  climate  than  any  of  thofe  to  the  north,  which  are  moft  of 
them  nearer  greatbodies  of  land  ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  from  the  unquefiionable  re¬ 
port  of  Captain  Cook,  and  other  circumnavigators  of  the  globe,  it  appears  that  the 
higher  latitudes  towards  the  antar&ic  circle  are  colder  than  thofe  to  the  north. 
This  feems,  in  fome  meafure,  a  contraditlion  to  the  firft  pofition,  as  there  is  fcarcely 
any  land  in  this  part  of  the  Great  Southern  Ocean  ;  it  muft,  however,  be  remember¬ 
ed,  that  the  fun  is  much  longer  in  the  northern  than  in  the  fouthern  hemifphere.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Caifini,  he  is  186  days  14  hours  and  53  minutes  pa  fling  through  the 
former,  and  only  178  days  14  hours  and  56  minutes  palling  through  the  latter :  the  an¬ 
nual  difference,  therefore,  is  7  days  23  hours  57  minutes ;  amounting,  in  a  century,  to. 
upwards  of  two  years.  So  far,  then,  as  heat  and  light  are  communicated  to  us  from  the  ~ 
fun,  and  produce  warmth  in  either  hemifphere,  nearly  in  that  proportion  theantar&ic 
is  probably  colder  than  the  arftic  circle.  At  Cape  Horn  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
therefore,  which  extend  far  towards  thofe  cold  regions  of  the  fouih  pole,  the  winds 
at  particular  feafons  will  be  more  violent,  and  the  weather  colder,  than  in  any  of  the 
fame  parallel  of  latitude  to  the  northward.  This  obfervation,  however,  muft  be  confined 
ffriftly  to  the  head-lands  and  places  near  the  ocean;  for,  as  land  is  colder  than  water  in 
an  unfrozen  ftate,  the  interior  of  North  America,  and  northern  Alia,  which  are  ftili 
uncultivated,  muft,  in  winter,  be  covered  with  ice  and  fnow  ;  and  therefore  thofe  par¬ 
ticular  regions  will  beat  leaft  equally  cold  with  thofe  in  the  louthern  hemifphere,  and 
the  countries  adjacent  much  more  fothan  thofe  of  the  fame  latitudes  in  Europe  ;  but, 
fhoujd  the  weft,  fide  of  North  America  be  cleared  and  cultivated,  the  whole  of  that 
continent  will  become  nearly  as  temperate  as  any  cotiHtry  in  the  centre  of  Europe 
equally  diftant  from  the  fea. 
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Ocean,  about  the  latitude  of  32  de¬ 
grees  north,  and  at  the  diftance  of 
fix  hundred  miles  from  the  coaft  of 
America,  hurricanes,  I  believe,  are 
almoft  unknown,  but  thunder  and 
lightning,  with  temporary  gufts  of 
wind,  or  violent  fqualls,  are  very 
common.  Were  thefe  iilands  of  lefs 
extent,  or  had  they  been  placed 
within  the  tropic,  it  is  probable 
they  would  have  been  as  exempt 
even  from  tempefts  as  St,  Helena, 
or  the  iflands  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  ; 
but,  fituated  in  the  temperate  zone, 
and  not  very  remote  from  America, 
they  are  fubjedt  occafionally  to  fud- 
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den  and  violent  gufts  from  the 
N.  W.  which  probably  originate  on 
that  continent.  The  Bermudas*', 
however,  enjoy  a  delightful  cli¬ 
mate,  not  unlike  the  find!  weather 
of  an  European  fpr-ing,  or  the  early 
part  of  fummer,  whence  probably 
they  derive  their  name  or  the  Sum¬ 
mer  Iflands.  But  the  caufes  of 
whirlwinds,  or  violent  gales  of 
wind,  being  in  fome  meafure,  we 
hope,  explained,  we  will  return  to 
a  further  confideration  of  the  regu¬ 
lar  monfoons. 

In  the  Mofambique  Channel  the 
monfoons  correspond  nearly  with 

*  D  3  thofe 


*  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  invalids  in  Europe,  efpecially  thofe  affii&ed  with  pul¬ 
monary  complaints,  do  not  prefer  a  voyage  to  the  iflands  of  Bermudas  to  vifiting  either 
the  South  of  France  or  Lifbon  ;  for  the  mild  regular  climate  of  thefe  iflands  is  infi¬ 
nitely' preferable  to  that  of  any  place  on  the  continent,  and  even  to  the  ifland  of  Ma¬ 
deira,  which  is  near  the  coaftof  Africa  ;  Ht.fides,  the  voyage  to  Bermudas,  added  to  the 
purity  of  the  air,  together  with  the  abundance  and  quality  of  the  fruits  and  ve¬ 
getables,  would  probably  reftore  all  thofe  to  health  who  are  to  be  recovered  either  by 
good  air  or  wholefome  food. 

But  the  reputation  of  thefe  iflands  has  fuffered  from  the  report  of  the  early  navi¬ 
gators,  who  formerly  vifned  them  in  fma’ll  veffels,  and  who  were  perhaps  terrified  by 
the  occafional  (forms  of  thunder  and  lightning,  and  {fill  more  by  the  rocks  and  fhoals 
with  which  they  are  faid  to  be  furrounded.  The  report  of  one  or  two  timid  or  won¬ 
der-working  travellers,  at  that  early  period,  was  probably  fu ffic lent  to  juft ify  the  charac¬ 
ter  given  of  thefe  iflands  by  our  immortal  Shakelpear,  who  makes  Ariel,  in  the  Tern- 
pelt,  tell  Profperp, 

(c  Safely  in  harbour 

“  Is  the  king’s  fhip;  in  the  deep  nook,  where  once 
11  Thou  call’d!!  me  up  at  midnight  to  fetch  dew 
“  From  the  kill  vex’d  Bermoothes.” 


Mr.  Malone,  in  a  note  on  this  paffage,  fays,  thus  the  iflands  now  known  by  the 
name  of  Bermudas,  were  frequently,  though  not  always,  called  fo  in  our  author’s  time. 
Hackluyt,  in  his  Voyages,  1,598,  calls  “  the  fea  about  the  Bermudas  a  hellifh  place  for 
thunder,  lightning,  and  ftorms.”  So  likewife  the  continuator  of  Stowe’s  Annals, 
1615,  deferibing  the  arrival  of  the  Englifh  at  thefe  iflands  in  1609,  “  Sir  George 
Somers  fitting  at  the  (feme,  feeing  the  fhip  defperate  of  relief,  looking  every  minute 
when  it  would  finke,  he  efpied  land,  which,  according  to  his  and  Captain  Newport’s 
opinion,  fhould  be  that  dreadful  coaft  of  the  Bermodes,  which  iflands  were,  of  all  na¬ 
tions,  faid  and  fuppofed  to  be  inchanted,  and  inhabited  with  witches  and  devils ;  which 
grew  by  reafon  of  accuftomed  mouftrous  thunder,  ftorme,  and  tempeft,  neere  unto 
thole  iflands  ;  alfo  for  that  the  whole  coaft  is  fo  wonderous  dangerous  of  rockes,  that 
few  can  approach  them  but  with  unfpeakable  hazard  of  fhipwreck.” 

The  learned  editor,  in  this  inftance,  proves  that  his  inimitable  author  was  corre£l,  as 
far  as  the  information  of  his  day  went,  in  making  Ariel  fpeak  in  the  manner  he  does  of 
thefe  iflands  ;  but  more  modern  and  authentic  accounts,  amongft  which  is  that  of  Bi- 
fhop  Berkley,  to  whom  Pope  attributes  every  virtue  under  heaven,  juftifies  alfo,  I 
flatter  mylelf,  what  has  been  faid  of  them  in  this  work.  If  the  modern  accounts  are 
moft  deferving  of  credit,  fome  unhappy  invalid  may,  perhaps,  be  tempted  to  feek 
benefit  from  a  voyage  to  the  Summer  Iflands,  in  which  fome  authors  fay  perpetual 
fpring  prevails,  and  where  alfo  the  inhabitants  are  ftrangers  to  moft  of  our  dtfeafes. 
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thofe  on  the  Malabar  coaft,  if  not 
in  their'  commencement,  at  leaft  in 
their  duration.  The  S.  W.  mon- 
fpon  begins  in  April,  and  continues 
till  November.  The  N.  E.  then 
fucceeds,  and  continues  until  April ; 
but  the  S.  W.  monfoon  in  this 
phannel  is  the  fair  feafon,  and  the 
wind  varies  fometimes  towards  the 
S.  E.  and  E.  S.  E.  on  either  coaft, 
about  the  middle  of  November, 
where  alfo  there  are,  generally, 
regular  land  arjd  fea  breezes.  The 
N.  E.  monfoon,  as  was  before  ob- 
ferved,  begins  early  in  November, 
near  the  Comero  Illands,  and  the 
north  end  of  Madagafcar,  but  fel- 
dom  extends  beyond  St.  Auguftine’s 
Bay  to  the  fouthward,  which  is 
near  the  fouthern  tropic.  But  on 
the  eaft  lide  of  Madagafcar,  beyond 
the  illands  of  Bourbon  and  Mauritius, 
towards  what  are  called  the  Eaftern 
Illands,  the  S.  E,  perennial  prevails 
all  over  the  Indian  Ocean,  from  the 
latitude  of  1 1  to  28  degrees  fouth, 
whilft  to  the  fouth  and  eaft  ward  of 
the  illands  of  java  and  Sumatra,  the 
In.  W.  and  S.  E.  monfoons  alter¬ 
nately  prevail  at  the  different  fea- 
fons  of  the  year.  The  S.  E,  mon¬ 
foon  in  thefe  Teas,  according  to 
Monf.  D’Apres,  commences  in  the 
month  of  April,  and  continues  till 
November,  when  it  changes  to  the 
N.  W. ;  but.  between  the  two  mon¬ 
foons,  the  winds  and  currents  there, 
as  in  other  plapes,  are  light  and  va¬ 
riable.  Throughout  the  whole  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  eaftern  illes,  as  far  as 
Timor  and  Solor,  the  N.  W.  mon¬ 
foon  brings  bad  weather ;  this  wind 
is  violent,  and  accompanied  with 
rain.  The  ftormy  weather  conti¬ 
nues  all  January,  and  until  the 
middle  of  February,  it  then  abates, 
and  entirely  ceafes  about  the  latter 
qf  March.  In  the  month  of  April 
the  variable  winds  render  the 
weather  mild,  and  the  fea  is  affeCted 
only  by  occaftonal  fqualls  of  Ihort 
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duration.  In  May  the  S.  E.  tvind 
beconjes  fettled,  and  blows  incef- 
fa ntly  in  June  and  July  with  confi- 
derable  ftrength  :  During  this  time, 
however,  the  weather  is  fine,  with 
a  clear  ferene  Iky  until  the  end  of 
September.  In  the  month  of  Oc¬ 
tober  the  S.  E.  monfoon  dies  away, 
and  the  winds  hecome  variable  till 
they  again  fettle  in  theN,  W.  v  As 
Dr.  Halley  mentions  the  difference 
of  the  monfoon  in  this  part  of  the 
Indian  Ocean  fouth  of  the  equator, 
but  does  not  attempt  to  account  for 
it,  I  (hall  in  this  place  take  upon  me  to 
offer  fome  conjectures  on  the  fubjeCl. 

The  earth,  during  the  fummer, 
as  it  has  often  been  before  obferved, 
receives  and  retains  a  greater  de¬ 
gree  of  heat  from  the  fun  than  the 
fea,  which  by  its  conftant  motion 
and  change  of  furface,  is  at  this 
feafon  infinitely  cooler  than  the 
land,  particularly  in  the  torrid 
zones ;  but  during  the  winter,  in 
the  temperate  zones,  the  fea  is  much 
warmer  than  the  land,  particularly 
in  high  latitudes.  In  the  fummer, 
therefore,  the  great  body  of  air, 
near  very  extenfive  continents,  will 
of  courfe  move  from  the  fea  to  the 
land,  an:d  in  winter  quite  the  con¬ 
trary  will  happen.  Now  if  we  rer 
fer  to  the  map,  we  fhall  find  New 
Holland  an  immenfe  trad  of  land 
to  the  S.  E.  of  the  Sunda  and  Mo¬ 
lucca  Illands  ;  and,  if  unbroken  by 
a  mediterranean  fea,  almoft  equal 
in  extent  to  all  the  land  in  Europe. 
It  is  fituated  partly  within  and 
partly  beyond  the  tropic.  When, 
therefore,  the  fun  is  near  his  high- 
eft  declination  N.  which,  of  courfe, 
is  the  winter  of  the  fouthern  hemif- 
phere,  and  rarefies  the  air  over  the 
continent  of  Alia,  the  current  of  air 
in  the  fouthern  hemifphere,  inde¬ 
pendently  even  of  the  regular  pe¬ 
rennial  wind,  will  move  from  the 
S,  E.  to  reftore  the  equilibrium 
to  the  N.  W. :  on  the  contrary, 
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in  the  months  of  November,  De¬ 
cember,  and  January,  whilft  the 
fun  is  nearly  vertical  over  a  part  of 
New  Holland,  the  current  of  air 
through  the  Sunda  and  Molucca 
IHands  will  come  from  the  N.  W. 
to  fill  up  the  vacuum  made  by  the 
rarefaction,  and  thus  occafion  an 
alternate  monfoon  of  S.  E.  and 
N.  W. 

This  obvious  manner  of  account¬ 
ing  for  the  N.  W.  and  S.  E.  mon- 
foons  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Indian 
Ocean,  would  not  have  efcaped  the 
difcernment  of  the  learned  Dr.  Hal¬ 
ley,  had  he  not  become  weary  of 
the  fubjedl,  or  direfted  his  attention 
towards  purfuits  ol  ftill  greater  im¬ 
portance.  He  clofes  his  remarks 
concerning  this  rubied!  with  ob- 
ferving,  u  On  this  fame  principle, 
to  the  fouthward  of  the  equator  in 
part  of  the  Indian  Ocean,  the  N.W. 
winds  fuccecd  the  S.  E.  when  the 
fun  draws  near  the  tropic  of  Capri¬ 
corn.  But  I  muft  confefs,  that  in 
this  latter  occurs  a  difficulty  not 
eafily  to  be  accounted  for,  which  is, 
why  this  change  of  the  monfoons 
(hould  be  any  more  in  this  ocean 
than  in  the  fame  latitudes  in  the 
Ethiopic  Ocean,  where  there  is  no- 
•  thing  more  certain  than  a  S.  E. 
wind  all.  the  year.” 

Having  Laid  every  thing  that  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  neceffary  refpedting  the 
monfoons  in  the  Gulf  of  Bengal, 
the  Gulf  of  Sind,  and  the  Indian 
Ocean,  I  fhall  offer  a  few  words  on 
the  winds  in  the  China  feas,  and 
afterwards  diredt  the  reader’s  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  winds  in  the  Arabian 
and  Perfian  Gulfs. 

In  the  Gulf  of  Siam,  on  the  coafts 
of  Cambodia  orCamboge,  of  Cochin 
China,  and  in  the  Gulf  of  Tonquin 
and  China,  (according  to  Menf. 
D’Apres  de  Mainvillette)  the  S.W.  - 
monfoon  commences  on  the  coaft 
in  the  courfe  of  the  month  of  April ; 
but  out  at  fea,  in  thofe  paits^  it 


does  not  change  until  a  month  la  er. 
It  is  for  this  reafon  that,  on  the 
north  part  of  Borneo,  to  the  iflands 
of  Paragoa  and  Loconia,  it  is  fel- 
dom  known  to  blow  conftvntjy  but 
from  the  lid  to  the  15th  or  20th  of 
May.  As  the  S.  W.  monfoon  con¬ 
tinues  only  about  fix  months,  and 
commences  near  the  coaft,  it  there 
ceafes  firft  likewife  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  and  is  immediately  fucceeded  by 
the  N.  E.  Thus  it  i$  evident,  the 
N.  E.  and  S.  W.  monfoons  reign 
conitantly  to  the  north  of  the  line 
to  the  eaft  ward,  as  well  as  in  the 
Gulfs  of  Bengal  and  Sind  ;  whilfl 
the  N.  W.  and  S.  E.  monfoons  to 
the  eaftward,  are  abfolutely  con¬ 
fined  to  the  fouthof  the  line,  with¬ 
in  the  reach  of  the  influence  of  New 
Holland.  It  has  been  already  ob- 
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ferved,  that  the  word  monfoon  is 
derived  from  the  Perfian  word 
Moufum,  feafon.  The  violent 
hurricanes  in  thofe  feas  are,  by  our 
failors,  called  TufFoon,  or  Typhon  ; 
this  term  is  either  derived  from  the 
Greek  rtutpuuv,  or  from  the  Perfian 
word  Toofan,  a  whirlwind  or  tem¬ 
ped.  Whether  the  Greeks  or  Egyp¬ 
tians  gave  this  word  to  the  Per- 
fians,  or  received  it  from  them,  it 
is  not  neceffary  in  this  place  to  de¬ 
termine  ;  but  thefe  and  many  other 
profeffional  terms  ufed  by  mariners 
in  all  parts  of  the  eafi:,  both  by  the 
natives  and  Europeans,  refpefting 
tfie  winds  and  weather,  together 
with  many  of  the  ports  of  great  re¬ 
fort  on  the  different  coafts  in  the 
Indian  Seas  being  called  by  a  parti¬ 
cular  country  name,  with  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  Bender,  fignifying  a  port, 
and  Bankfala,  a  magazine,  render 
it  extremely  probable,  and  we  may 
fay  almoft  certain,  that  the  Perfians 
were  the  earlieft  navigators  of  the 
Indian,  and  perhaps  the  China  feas. 
The  Portugueze  fucceeded  them, 
and  adopted  the  fea  terms  of  their 
predeceifors,  which  are  now  ufed 
*  D  4  by 
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moil  nine  months  in  the  year  frorft 
the  fouthward,  that  is,  from  the  end 
of  Auguft  to  the  1  5  th  of  May,  and 
fometimes  to  the  end  of  that  month, 
when  the  wind  changes  to  the  N9 
and  N.  N,  W.  and  generally  con¬ 
tinues  in  that  quarter  to  the  end  o £ 
Auguft,  but  fometimes  the  land 
and  fe3  breezes  prevail. 

In  the  Gulf  of  Perfia  the  N.Wt 

'  wind 

*  The  Germans,  hke  moll  other  European  nations,  are  daily  making  confides 
ftble  improvements,  both  in  the  arts  and  fciences  ;  and  fhould  another  Czar  Peter,  or 
Catharine  the  Second,  appear,  the  Ruffians  may  equal,  if  not  furpafs  their  neigh¬ 
bours,  both  in  literary  and  fcientific  purfuits  ;  but  the  dilcoveries  of  each  will  be  con¬ 
cealed  from  the  other,  and  both  from  the  red  of  Europe,  unlefs  the  German  and 
.Ruffian  languages  Ihould  become  more  generally  known.  Many  good  maps  of  thefe 
countries,  particularly  of  Ruffia,  are  extant,"  which  are  not  legible  to  the  reft  of  the 
world.  It  is,  therefore,  to  be  lamented,  that  mankind  will  not  adopt  fome  univerfal 
language,  in  which  all  books  on  art  or  fcience  may  he  written,  efpeoially  on  geo¬ 
graphy. 

It  is  no  lefs  curious  than  true,  tjiat  the  whole  circle  of  theoretical  knowledge  is 
eomprifed  in  twenty-fix  letters,  ten  figures,  and  feven  notes.  The  mafter,  and  per-? 
baps  ftill  more  the  miftrefs,  ol  mufic  may,  by  the  infinitely  various  combinations  of 
ihefe  feven  notes,  convey  the  moft  enchanting  founds,  and  excite  almoft  any  fenti- 
ment  jn  the  mind  of  a  foreigner  without  the  help  of  words :  fo  likewife  all  perfoas 
eonverfant  in  figures  can  folve  arithmetical  problems  propofed  to  them  by  ftrangers 
of  any  nation.  Still,  however,  the  long-wimed  for  univerfal  language  of  letters  re¬ 
mains  to  be  introduced;  and,  were  this  plan  adopted,  it  would  probably  produce  an 
$afy  and  friendly  intercourfe  amongft  all  enlightened  men.  National  jeaioufy  may 
perhaps  prevent  the  adoption  of  any  living  language  for  this  purpofe  ;  we  muft,  there¬ 
fore,  have  recourfe  to  thofe  of  the  ancients ;  of  thele  the  Greek  is  unqueftionably  the 
jnoft  copious,  and  in  many  other  refpe&s  preferable ;  but  no  man  will  be  offended  at 
the  preference  given  to  the  language  of  Cicero,  Horace,  and  Tacitus.  The  charac¬ 
ters  of  the  Latin  correfpond  with  thofe  of  the  modern  living  languages,  and  in  fa£l 
there  is  fo  much  relation  between  this  dead,  and  the  greateft  part  of  the  living  lan¬ 
guages  in  the  fouth  of  Europe,  that  very  little  difficulty  could  occur  in  the  execution 
of  this  plan,  particularly  with  the  Spaniards,  Portugueze,  and  Italians.  Every  nation 
would  of  courfe  preferve  their  vernacular  tongue  to  be  ufed  amongft  their  own  coun¬ 
trymen,  and  employ  the  Latin  only  in  the  arts  and  fciences,  and  in  their  communica? 
lions  with  foreigners.  To  render  our  own  converfation  intelligible  in  it,  we  muft  iij 
the  firft  place  adopt  the  fame. pronunciation  of  the  vowels  in  Latin  as  is  in  general  ufe  all 
over  the  continent ;  and  when  this  alteration  is  made,  a  pcrfon,  tolerably  well  educated* 
might  travel  from  one  end  of  Eu"poe  at  leaft  to  the  other,  without  the  help  of  an 
Interpreter.  Moft  gentlemen  are,  a>.  Tffifeut,  obliged  to  learn  three  or  four  languages 
imperfectly,  befides  the  Greek  and  Latin ;  but  in  this  cafe,  two  only  would  fuffice 
for  every  purpofe,  both  of  public  and  private  life. 

If  any  perfons  doubt  the  pra&icability  of  this  plan,  I  would  jecommend  them  to 
read  what  Montaigne  fays  on  this  fubiett.  In  his  admirable  eflays  will  be  found  by 
what  means  his  father  purfued  to  teach  him  to  fpeakand  write  Latin  fluently,  and  alfo 
with  what  eafe  it  was  accompli  ft]  ed.  They  will  perceive,  that  if  it  was  made  the  col¬ 
loquial  language  at  all  fcho'ols,  both  to  boys  and  girls,  that  in  lefs  than  twenty  years 
it  would  become  perfectly  eafy  and  familiar  to  every  well-educated  perfon  in  Europe, 
In  geography  it  would  be  Angularly  ufeful,  for  the  names  of  places  on  the  maps  and 
charts  would  then,  of  courfe,  be  readily  underfiood  by  failors  and  travellers- of  all  na¬ 
tions,  and  in  a  few  years  every  man  would  perufe  with  pleafnre  the  inftru&ions  of 
geographers  in  that  elegant  language.  But  I  will  not  attempt  to  point  out  the  advan¬ 
tages  that  would  arile  from  the  adoption  of  this  plan,  as  they  will  occur  to  almoft 
every  perfon  who  will  take  the  trouble  of  reflecting  a  little  on  the  fubject,  It  i$  9£l» 
s|loiy  practicable*  and  ought  not  ip  be  eonfidered  as  cqimencal. 


by  all  other  maritime  nations,  be¬ 
ing,  however,  very  much  difguifed 
by  different  European  orthography 
and  pronunciation  *. 

In  the  Arabian  and  Perftan  Gulfs, 
according  to  Monf,  D’Apres,  the 
winds  are  y try  different,  although 
he  remarks  they  are  feparated  only 
by  Arabia.  <(  They  blow,-*  fays 
this  author,  (S  in  the  Red  Sea  aL 
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tvlnd  blows  from  the  month  of 
October  to  July,  and  about  three 
months  from  the  oppofite  quarter. 
Thefe  winds,  however,  are  not  fo 
regular  as  thofe  in  the  Red  Sea, 
being  often  interrupted  by  frelh 
gales  from  the  S.W.  principally 
from  Cape  Mo^andon,  and  fonie. 
times  by  land  breezes. 

The  Arabian  and  Perfian  Gulfs 
are  not  only  feparated  by  Arabia, 
but  the  major  part  of  the  former  is 
within  the  tropic,  whilft  the  north, 
ern  part  of  it,  like  the  whole  of  the 
Gulf  of  Ferfia,  from  Mufcat  to 
Roifora,  is  fituated  beyond  the 
tropic.  In  comparing  the  winds  of 
thefe  gulfs,  therefore,  we  muft  make 
a  diftindiion  between  the  northern 
and  fouthern  divifion  of  the  Arabian 
Gulf.  From  the  entrance  of  the 
S freights  of  Babelmandel  to  the 
city  of  Yambo,  the  S.W.  monfoon 
prevails  at  the  fame  time  as  it  does 
in  the  Gulf  of  Sind,  that  is,  from 
April  to  September.  But  from  the 
1 5  th  of  May  to  the  beginning  of 
Auguft,  the  S.W.  monfoon  is  ex¬ 
tended,  or  rather  elongated,  from 
Yambo  to  Suez,  notwithstanding 
$he  latter  is  almoft  eight  degrees 
beyond  the  tropic.  This  wind  is 
called  by  the  Arabs  the  Khumfeen, 
(fifty)  being  fuppofed  by  them  to 
precede  the  overflowing  of  the  Nile 


about  fifty  days.  The  reader  will 
perhaps  excufe  a  fhort  digreffion  to 
explain  the  qaufes  of  thefe  pheno- 
men  a. 

It  is  now  nearly  afcertained, 
that  the  fources  of  this  river  lie  in 
the  Mountains  of  the  Moon,  which 
are  fituated  in  Africa,  between  the 
latitude  of  C  and  q  degrees  north  of 
the  equator.  Their  height  is  not 
yet  known  with  any  degree  of  pre- 
cifion,  but  they  are  faid  to  rut* 
from  eaft  to  weft.  Nearly  at  right 
angles  with  thefe,  and  almoft  due 
north  of  them,  are  two  other  ranges 
of  confiderable  hills ;  the  one  form¬ 
ing,  in  fome  meafure,  the  fouthern 
and  weftern  coaft  of  the  Arabian 
Gulf,  the  other  inland  almoft  parallel 
to  them,  from  the  latitude  of  22 
degrees  to  Lower  Egypt.  The 
bed  of  the  river  Nile*  lies  nearly 
in  the  middle,  between  thefe  two 
laft  ranges  of  hills.  Soon  after  the 
vernal  equinox,  therefore,  when  the 
S.W,  monfoon 'takes  place  in  the 
Indian  Ocean,  the  clouds  from  the 
fouthern  hemifphere  are  conveyed 
towards  the  Mountains  of  the 
Moon,  and  likewife  to  Abyflinia 
and  Nubia.  It  has  been  already 
ftiown,  that  the  rains  in  India  con- 
ftantly  keep  pace  with  the  progrefc 
of  the  fun ;  fo  likewife  do  the  fame 
caufes  produce  the  fame  effects  in 


*  Account  of  Signior  Gabrhlli  for  thirty  years,  when  the  Nile  at  Cairo  became 
fixteen  cubits  high,  each  two  feet  two  inches  Englifh;  two  French  royal  feet,  acn 
cording  to  Maillet ;  but  twenty-eight  inches,  according  to  Sig.  Gabrielli. 


1692  Aug. 
jfi93  “ — 

1694  Sept. 

1695  Aug. 

1696  - 

2697 - 

1698 - - 

2699 - 

1700  - 


*/ 


701 


9- 

1702 

Aug. 

2,5* 

1712 

Aug. 

6. 

Plague. 

7- 

Plague. 

1703 

18. 

1713 

3, 

2, 

1704 

2. 

2724 

July 

1. 

23- 

1705 

Sept. 

19,  Plague. 

1725 

26. 

14. 

1706 

Aug. 

9- 

1716 

Aug. 

2  7- 

Plague. 

11. 

1707 

10. 

1717 

25, 

7f 

1708 

4* 

1718 

22, 

Plague. 

2  5- 

Plague. 

1709 

July 

U  • 

2719 

5- 

5> 

1710 

2o. 

1720 

9* 

27> 

1711 

Aug. 

10. 

2725 

— 

25* 

According  to  Maillet,  to  cover  all  the  adjacent  ground  it  neteflary  that  the 
waters  in  the  ^ile  Ihould  incrcafe  to  forty-eight  feet. 

Daily 
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this  part  of  Africa,  and  alfo  in  Upper 
Egypt.  They  begin  to  the  fouth- 
ward  in  the  middle  of  April,  and 
move  progreflively  with  the  fun  to 


the  northward,  fo  as  to  reach  the 
boundaries  of  Upper  Egypt  before 
the  end  of  June. 

The  Nile  and  other  tropical  ri¬ 
vers, 


Daily  increafe  of  the  Nile  from  June  29th  to  July  31ft  1714.  By  J.  Gagjiier. 
June  29th  N.S.  1714,  the  Nile  was  five  cubits  high. 


Inches  increafe. 
June  30  -  -  3 
July  1  -  -  e 


2  -  -  3 

■2  -  -  2 

4  -  -  4 


Inches  increafe . 

July  9  -  -  5 

10  -  ■*  4 

11  -  -  3 

12  -  -  5 

13  -  -  4 

14  -  -  6 

1,4  -  -  8 

16  -  -  8 

17  -  -  15 


Inches  increafe . 
July  18  -  -  25 

19  -  -  15 

20  -  -  10 

21  -  -  8 

22  -  -  6 

23  -  -  7 

24  -  -  8 


Inches  increafe. 
July  27  -  -  10 

28  -  -  15 

29  -  -  20 

30  -  -  30 

31  -  -  48 


240 


Thefe  tables  demonftrate  both  the  annual  and  diurnal  increafe  of  the  Nile,  which 
commences  in  June,  nearly  about  the  fame  time  as  the  periodical  rains  in  Hinduftan. 

The  firft  (hews  when  the  river  was  at  the  greateft  height  at  Cairo,  for  thirty  years 
fucceffively,  during  which  period  the  plague  appeared  fix  times  in  the  city.  But  it  rauft 
not  be  underftood  that  the  plague  broke  out  when  the  river  w  as  full :  on  the  contrary, 
it  had  raged  in  the  city  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  it  ceafed  foon  after  the  in- 
undation  began.  It  is  always  obferved  by  the  inhabitants,  that  although  this  diforder 
rages  with  great  violence  during  the  preceding  months,  it  completely  ceafeswhen  the 
river  has  reached  the  height  of  fixteen  cubits.  It  is  probable  that  the  great  volume  of 
frefh  atmofpheric  air,  which  accompanies  this  body  of  water  from  Upper  Egypt,  may 
corredl  thenoifome  mephitic  vapours,  which  have  been  long  hovering  over  this  popu¬ 
lous  city,  and,  by  thus  changing  the  fiate  of  the  atmofphere,  remove  the  caufes  of  this 
dreadful  malady. 

It  is  alfo  poflible  that  the  ample  fupply  of  frefh  water  itfelf  may  fomewhat  con* 
tribute  towards  refloring  the  inhabitants  to  health  3  but  this  alone  would  not  produce 
fuch  a  fudden  falutary  effeft  as  the  change  of  air,  for  the  water  of  the  river  is  at  firll 
extremely  turbid,  and  unfit  for  drinking,  until  it  has  had  fome  time  to  fettle.  In  re¬ 
moving  filth,  however,  it  may  immediately  produce  beneficial  effeQs. 

The  iecond  table,  by  marking  the  daily  gradual  increafe  of  the  Nile  at  Cairo,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  nilometer,  fhews,  more  in  detail  the  progrefs  of  the  rains.  Until  a 
few  days  after  the  fummer  foiftice  the  river  has  not  reached  a  third  part  of  its  common 
annual  height,  and  the  daily  increafe  of  the  water  for  the  firft  fourteen  days  of  July 
is  lometimes  as  low  as  two  inches,  on  an  average  about  four  inches,  and  does  not 
amount  to  eight  inches  until  the  15th  of  the  month.  Thefe  pireumtfances  prove 
that  there  are  no  large  contributary  breams  near  the  Delta,  or  even  in  Upper  Egypt, 
for  the  common  drains  of  the  country,  within  two  ov  three  hundred  miles,  are  fuffi- 
cient  to  increafe  the  river  to  the  height  of  two  inches.  So  far,  therefore,  the  maps 
of  Upper  Egypt,  in  which  no  rivers  appear  to  unite  with  the  Nile  to  the  north  of  the 
tropic,  are  probably  correct. 

The  firft  of  any  magnitude  is  the  Albara,  in  the  latitude  of  170  cp[  N.  which  comes 
from  the  S.E.  The  fecond  vbe  Bahar-al-abiad,  or  "White  River,  in  the  latitude  of 
150  5c/  N.  which  comes  fyom  the  S.W.  but  tjhe  fources  of  both  ihefe  rivers  lie  confi- 
derably  within  the  tropic,  and  therefore  they  are  filled  with  the  rams  which  failm  the 
fouthern  countries  during  the  S.W.  monloon. 

All  due  allowances  being  made  for  the  time  of  the  falling  of  the  ?ain  in  the  inferior 
ftreams  amongft  the  mountains,  and  for  the  colledlion  of  the  waters  in  the  principal 
ft  ream  of  the  Nik,  as  likewife  fortheirfubfequentcourfeto  Cairo,  itis  not  to  be  expected 
that  the  augmentation  of  the  river  fhould  in  general  be.very  confiderable  at  the  city 
before  the  middle  of  July,  as  marked  by  the  table  ;  nor  that  it  fhould  be  completely 
full  there,  before  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  Auguft,  when  the  whole  accumulation 
of  the  waters,  flowing  from  the  different  contributary  fireams,  has  had  time  to  enter 
she  bed  of  the  river,  and  to  arrive,  at  the  Delta  ;  but  the  river  muff  flill  continue  flow. 

ing 
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vers,  however,  derive  but  a  fmall 
portion  of  their  waters  from  their 
apparent  fources,  nor  can  the  wa¬ 
ter  which  falls  in  the  bed  of  any 


of  thefe  rivers  prove  3  fufflcient  fup- 
p!y  :  all  of  them  mull  principally 
be  formed  by  an  accumulation  of 
feveral  contributary  dreams,  and 

therefore 


ing  till  the  middle  of  September,  to  fupply  the  quantity  of  water  withdrawn  for  the 
purpofe  of  inundating  Lower  Egypt ;  otherwife  when  the  irrigation  of  the  land  be¬ 
gins,  as  it  generally  does  about  the  end  of  July  or  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  the  river 
would  fall  at  once  to  its  lowed  ebb. 

The  Nile  arid  the  Ganges  feem  greatly  to  refemble  each  other ;  not  merely  as  a 
matter  of  curiofty,  therefore,  we  will  endeavour  to  draw  acomparifon  between  them, 
and  at  the  lame  time  didinguifh  the  mod  elfential  points  in  which  they  apparently 
differ. 

The  fources  of  the  Nile  are  faid  to  lie  amongd  the  Mountains  of  the  Moon,  be¬ 
tween  the  latitude  of  6  and  1 1  degrees  north  ;  but  I  do  not  in  this  cale  affefl  great  pre- 
cifion,  for  to  me  it  appears  extremely  difficult  to  fay  where  the  real  fountain  head  of 
this  river  lies. 

It  is  not  yet  determined,  I  believe,  whether  we  are  to  judge  from  the  extent  of  its 
courfe  or  the  magnitude  of  the  dream.  From  the  Mountains  of  the  Moon,  however, 
the  Nile  runs  northward  upwards  of  1800  miles,  and  empties  itfelf  into  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean,  in  the  Delta  of  Egypt,  the  coad  between  the  northern  branches  of  the  Delta 
being  about  the  latitude  of  31°  is7  N. 

The  fource  of  the  Ganges  is  faid  to  lie  amongd  the  mountains  of  Imaus  or  Him- 
malah,  between  the  latitude  of  go  and  32  degrees.  This  river  runs  in  a  diametrically 
opposite  direction  to  the  Nile,  its  courle  being  from  the  north  to  the  fouth.  The 
Ganges  enters  the  fea  in  the  Gulf  of  Bengal,  in  about  the  latitude  of  21°  go'  N. 
The  courfe  of  the  Nile  is  perhaps  rather  longer  than  that  of  the  Ganges,  but  the 
latter  greatly  exceeds  the  former  in  breadth,  fo  that  undoubtedly  the  Ganges  contains 
much  more  water  than  the  Nile. 

I’he  Nile  begins  to  increafe  at  Cairo  early  in  the  month  of  June.  According  to 
Major  Rennel,  the  Ganges  increafed  at  the  Jellinghy,  near  the  Delta  in  May.  He 
ftates  it  to  have  rifen  fix  feet  in  that  month  ;  at  the  end  of  July  the  Nile  is  generally 
full,  fo  hkewife  is  the  Ganges  at  the  fame  time.  The  height  of  the  Nile  is  twenty 
feet,  that  of  the  Ganges  about  thirty  or  thirty-one  feet.  The  fources  of  the  Nile, 
and  all  the  confiderable  dreams  which  ferve  to  form  this  river,  he  within  the  tropic. 
On  the  contrary,  all  thofe  great  contributary  dreams,  which  ferve  to  fill  the  Ganges, 
have  their  fources  north  of  the  tropic  ;  whence  I  fhould  infer  that  the  waters  of  the 
Nile  are  principally  derived  from  rhe  folditial  rams,  and  thofe  of  the  Ganges,  in  a 
great  meafure,  from  the  fnow  and  ice  melted  by  the  prefence  of  the  fun  about  the 
fame  period ;  and  to  thefe  united  caufes  I  fhould  impute  the  fuperior  magnitude  of 
the  Ganges. 

The  heat  of  the  fun  will,  in  this  inflance,  from  the  fame  caufe,  produce  different 
effects  ;  for  within  the  boundaries  of  the  fources  of  .he  Nile  the  heat  will  caufe  a  great 
degree  of  evaporation  at  fea,  and  ado  a  confiderable  degree  of  rarefaction  of  the  at- 
mofphere  on  land  ;  and  the  fea  being  cooler  than  rhe  land  at  this  fealon,  the  clouds, 
faturated  with  moidure,  will  of  courfe  come  towards  the  land,  and  be  made'  to  preci¬ 
pitate  their  contends  in  rain  amongd  the  Mountains  of  the  Moon,  in  the  manner 
deferibed  in  the  body  of  the  work,  by  which  means,  I  fuppofe,  that  the  inundation 
of  Lower  Egypt  is  produced.  But  the  fources  of  the  Ganges,  and  its  contributary 
dreams,  lying  amongd  the  Mountains  of  Himmalab,  the  heat  of  the  fun,  from  the 
foldice  to  the  end  of  July,  will  produce  there  a  great  quantity  of  water  from  evapora¬ 
tion,  but  dill  more  from  the  melting  of  the  ice  and  fnow  on  the  mountains  ;  and 
although  we  may  allow,  that  in  that  part  of  the  river  which  runs  through  the  Delta, 
the  head  of  which  is  very  near  the  tropic,  feme  addition  will  be  made  to  its  waters-by 
the  folditial  rains,  we  mud  aifo  fuppofe  that  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  water  of  the 
Ganges  comes  from  ice  and  fnow  melted  on  the  Mountains  ofHimmalah.  After 
the  companion  of  the  two  rivers  we  will  add  a  few  remarks  on  the  two  countries 
through  which  they  flow. 

Egypt,  according  to  both  facred  and  prophane  hidorv,  has  formerly  been  considered 
as  the  granary  of  Palediae  and  Rome.  So  early  as  in  the  days  of  Abraham  a  famine 

prevailed 


do 
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therefore  at  thofe  places,  where  they  after  the  folftice,  but  particularly 
difcharge  thernfeives  into  the  fea,  thofe  rivers  which  come  from  moun. 

no  tropical  river  can  poffihly  be  at  tains  diffidently  high  to  be  con- 

the  great  eh  height,  until  fome  time  ftaiuly  covered  with  ice  and  fnow. 
"  -  But 

prevailed  in  the  former ;  and  during  the  feven  years  of  fcarcity  afterwards  predi&ed  by 
Jofeph,  the  other  fons  of  Jacob  were  lent  thither  from  the  land  of  Canaan  to  seek 
for  grain  for  feven  years  fucceffively,  and  that  fertile  country  afforded,  during  thofe 
times  of  fcarcity,  a  fufficient  fupply  for  the  inhabitants  both  of  Egypt  and  Paleflinc. 

The  Egyptians  have  always  been  fenfible  of  the  advantages  t;  ■  y  derive  from  this 
fiver,  arid  to  avoid  the  fatal  confequences  of  an  accidental  fcarcity  of  water,  they  have 
from  the  earljeft  ages  erected  a  mikias,  or  nilometer,  to  afcertain  the  increafe  of  the 
inundation,  fo  that  they  might  regulate  the  irrigation  of  their  lands  according  to  the 
fupply  they  received  from  the  fountain  head. 

Bengal,  which  in  many  refpects  refembles  the  Delta  of  Egypt,  is  likewife  called  by 
the  Orientals  Jennet  ul  Bellad,  or  the  Paradife  of  Countries,  and  like  Egypt,  Bengal 
generally  fupplies  grain  to  the  neighbouring  fouthern  countries  of  India,  where  the 
mountains  being  low,  and  the  rivers  comparatively  fmall,  the  harvefts  frequently  fail. 

The  province  of  Bengal  ought,  with  good  management,  never  to  be  fubjedf  to 
famine  ;  for,  if  my  conjectures  are  true,  the  fupply  of  water  mult  be  infinitely  more 
certain  in  the  Ganges  than  in  the  Nile.  It  is  to  be  doubted,  as  I  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  whether  the  Mountains  of  the  Moon,  where  the  fources  of  the  Nile  arefup- 
pofed  to  lie,  are  high  enough  to  be  covered  with  ice  and  fnow  in  that  latitude.  But 
the  great  range  of  mountains,  whence  the  waters  of  the  Ganges,  and  many  of  its 
contributary  (beams  flow,  are  vifibly  covered  with  ice  and  fnow,  which  on  thefc 
northern  mountains  may  be  confidered  as  perpetual,  and  a  great  portion  of  both  being 
annually  melted  by  the  prefence  of  the  fun  during  the  fummer  folilice,  this  fupply 
can  never  fail. 

It  may  then  be  afked  by  what  means  the  famine  happened  fome  years  fince,  which 
almoll  defolated  the  province  of  Bengal? 

It  was  partly  owing  to  a  want  of  the  fame  precautions  which  are  conftantly  taken 
by  the  Egyptians  for  afcertaining  the  quantity  of  water  in  the  river,  by  means  of  a 

Silometer,  with  proper  dams,  which  ought  to  be  eredled  throughout  the  Delta  of 
,  lerrgal,  in  every  confiderable  branch  of  the  Ganges. 

It  would  perhaps  be  very  found  policy  in  every  European  nation  to  adopt  the  fame 
plan  at  home;  for  by  thefe  means,  not  only  great  improvements  might  be  made  in 
agriculture,  but  by  preferving  the  water  with  proper  economy,  commerce  might  be  con- 
fiderably  facilitated  by  the  more  general  ufe  of  water  carriage.  Nor  fhould  we  forget 
that  thefe  nilometers  might  become  more  corretf  rain  gauges  than  any  now  in  ufe. 
But  after  having  mentioned  the  famine  in  Bengal,  and  afcribed  it  partly  to  the  want 
of  a  judicious  economy  and  appropriation  of  the  water  of  the  Ganges,  injuffice  to  the 
fervants  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  who  governed  Bengal  at  that  time,  and  who  have 
unjuflly  incurred  much  odium  on  that  account;  I  muff  take  upon  me  to  fay,  that 
«fter  a  very  diligent,  inquiry  made  a  few  years  afterwards  on  the  fpot,  no  European  at 
that  time  derived  the  fmalleft  pecuniary  advantage  from  the  monopoly  of  grain. 

^  I  have  even  heard  a  gentleman  named  as  having  contributed  towards  the  general 
rliflrels,  by  converting  rice  grounds  into  fields  of  opium,  and  from  the  fale  of  which  he 
is  faid  to  have  acquired  immenfe  riches;  but  it  is  well  known  that  opium  does  not 
th  nve  in  the  fame  kind  of  ground  in  which  rice  is  planted  ;  the  one  requires  a  dry,  the 
other  a  wet  foil.  Befides,  if  we  admit  that  four  or  five  hundred  acres,  or  even  as  many 
thoufand,  were  taken  from  the  nee  grounds  of  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and 
Oriffa,  for  the  purpofe  of  planting  opium,  the  defalcation  of  this  fmall  quantity  of 
land  from  countries  infinitely  more  extenfive  than  thofe  of  Great  Britain,  would  not 
have  been. felt  but  as  a  drop  of  water  in  the  fea.  The  misfortune  originated  in  the. 
folly  or  iniquity  of  the  native  farmers,  or  grain  merchants  thernfeives. 

It  fhould  be  known  that  the  fcarcity  happened  in  a  fealon  of  uncommon  drought, 
which  followed  one  of  unufual  plenty.  When  the  native  farmers,  or  perhaps  the 
merchants,  during  the  plentiful  year,  had  fold  and  exported  as  much  grain  as  they 
could,  they  deftroyed  a  prodigious  quantity  of  the  remainder,  in  order  to  keep  up  the 
price;  and  Qonfequently,  when  the  fubfequent  crops  failed,  an  univerfal  diffrefs  per-. 
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But  even  if  we  fuppofe  the  Nile 
to  be  fupplied  by  the  rain  only, 
which  falls  amongft  the  different 
ranges  of  hills,  thofe  contributary 
ftreams  which  lie  towards  the  nor¬ 
thern  part  of  it  will  not  be  filled 
till  towards  the  middle,  and  fomc- 
times  the  end  of  June  ;  the  water 
will  then  be  fome  time  in  running 
from  the  contributary  ftreams  to  the 
bed  of  the  Nile  ;  and,  finally,  from 
the  place  of  their  jun&ion,  if  we 
fuppofe  the  ftream  to  run  at  the  rate 
of  five  miles  per  hour,  or  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  miles  per  day  ; 
fome  days  muft  neceflfarily  elapfe 
before  the  main  river  can  reach  the 
fea,  or'  rather  Lower  Egypt.  Be¬ 
fore  the  end  of  June  the  rife  of  this 
river  at  Cairo  is  almoft  impercep¬ 
tible  ;  but  it  continues  to  increafe 
a  few  inches,  more  or  lefs,  every 
dav  throughout  the  whole  month  of 
July,  until  about  the  beginning  of 
Auguft,  when  the  daily  increafe  fucl- 
denly  amounts  to  forty-eight  inches, 
and  then  the  river  is  confidered  a$ 
completely  filled.  It  appears  by 
obfervations  continued  at  Cairo  for 
thirty  years,  with  the  mikias  or 
nilometer,  that  it  was  never  later 
than  the  firft  or  fecond  week  of 
Auguft,  when  the  river  was  at  the 


height  of  fixteen  cubits,  of  twenty- 
eight  inches  each.  The  inhabitants 
are  then  permitted,  by  public  pro¬ 
clamation,  to  appropriate  the  wate^ 
to  the  purpofes  of  hufbandry.  Ne¬ 
ver  thelefs  the  rains  (till  continuing 
m  upper  Egypt,  and  near  the 
Mountains  of  the  Moon,  very  little 
diminution  of  the  waters  appear  un¬ 
til  towards  the  beginning  of  Sep¬ 
tember. 

The  Khumfeen  wind  blows  In 
the  northern  part  of  the  Arabian 
Gulf,  as  far  as  the  fea  coaft  of  the 
Delta. 

It  is  very  well  known  that  the 
foil  of  Upper  Egypt,  and  even  of  a 
part  of  Lower  Egypt,  on  one  fide 
of  the  Arabian  Gulf,  and  of  Arabia 
Petrea  and  Arabia  Deferta,  on  the 
other,  confifts  chiefly  of  rocks  and 
fands.  As  the  fun  approaches  to¬ 
wards  the  folftice,  and  from  very 
obvious  caufes,  for  a  month  or  fix 
weeks  afterwards,  the  atmofphere 
over  thofe  countries  muft  be  excef- 
lively  rarified;  whilft  this  rarifac- 
tion  continues  to  the  northward* 
the  air  to  the  north  after  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  rains,  being  infi¬ 
nitely  more  cold  and  denfe,  will  be 
impelled  forward  towards  the  north 
to  reftore  the  equilibrium,  and  con- 

fequently 


vaded  the  whole  country.  It  was  by  thefe  means  that  thoufands  of  the  wretched 
inhabitants  of  Bengal  penfhed  through  hunger  in  the  granary  of  India. 

But  for  the  credit  of  the  Eaft  India  Company’s  fervants,  and  even  for  the  honour 
of  the  nation  itfelf,  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  this  matter  was  not  at  the  lime  made  the 
fubjeft  of  public  inquiry,  and  entirely  cleared  up  to  the  fatisfadiion  of  the  whole 
world. 

In  a  free  country,  the  trade  in  grain,  as  in  other  articles  of  commerce,  only  re¬ 
quires  encouragement  and  protection  ;  almoft  every  reftraining  law  cramps  and  deftroys 
its  vital  principles,  contributing  fometimes  ro  introduce  the  evils  it  was  intended  to 
prevent;  but  in  Bengal,  which  is  a  conquered  country,  and  produces  in  a  plentiful 
year  at  leaf!  four  times  as  much  rice  as  is  requifite  for ‘the  confumption  of  its  inhabi¬ 
tants,  public  granaries  may  be  eftabliftied,  and  government,  as  part  of  the  payment 
of  the  revenues,  might  receive  into  them,  at  a  reafonable  price,  the  furplus  of  the 
confumption  of  thefe  provinces.  After  having  referved  a  fufticienr  quantity  to  lupply 
a  poflible  deficiency  in  the  enluing  crop,  the  remainder  might  be  exported  to  thole 
countries  on  the  Coromandel  and  Malabar  coaft,  where  often  this  article,  of  the  firft 
neceflity  to  an  Indian,  is  extremely  fcarce  and  dear.  The  fame  plan  might  likewife  be 
extended  to  the  province  of  Tanjore,  which  is  the  granary  of  the  Carnatic;  and  thefe 
precautions  being  taken,  it  would  be  almoft  certain,  that  no  famine  could  ever  happen 
kx  any  country  fubject  to  the  government  of  the  Eaft  India  Company. 
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fequently  produce  the  Khumfeen 
wind,  which  for  the  fame  reafon 
will  precede  the  overflowing  of  the 
Nile,  and  begin  firft  near  the  prin¬ 
cipal  point  of  rarefaction.  But  as 
the  fun  approaches  again  towards 
the  autumnal  equinox,  the  earth  to 
the  northward  becomes  cool,  the 
Khumfeen  ceafes  to  blow,  the  river 
begins  to  fall,  and  the  N.  W.  wind 
again  commences,  .and  continues  to 
blow  all  the  reft  of  the  year. 

It  is  true,  as  was  before  men¬ 
tioned,  that  almoft  the  fame  winds 
prevail  at  the  fame  feafon  in  the 
Gulf  of  Perfia,  as  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  Arabian  Gulf ;  but  the 
eaftern  fnore  of  the  former  being  co¬ 
vered  with  both  hills  and  forefts,  the 
Khumfeen  will  neither  begin  quite  fo 
foon  m  the  Gulf  of  Perfia  as  in  Up¬ 
per  Egypt  or  Arabia,  nor  even 
continue  to  blow  there  with  equal 
ftrength.  But  before  we  quit  the 
confideration  of  the  winds  in  the 
Arabian  and  Perfian  Gulfs,  it  may  be 
expended  that  we  fhould  endeavour 
to  account  more  explicitly  for  the 
N.  W.  wind  continuing  to  blow  in 
thofe  places  for  upwards  of  nine 
months. 

From  the  end  of  Auguft  to  our 
winter  folftice,  the  fun  is  conftantly 
declining  towards  the  fouth  ;  and 
during  his  return,  until  the  vernal 
equinox,  his  influence  is  not  much 
felt  in  the  temperate  zone  of  the 


northern  hemifphere.  The  northern 
part  of  the  Arabian  Gulf,  during 
thefe  eight  or  nine  months,  will 
therefore  be  much  warmer  than 
the  countries  ftill  farther  to  the 
northward  and  weftward,  and  con- 
fequently  the  current  of  air  will 
corne  from  that  quarter  to  fill  up 
the  vacuum  occafioned  by  the  rare¬ 
faction  of  the  air  over  the  fea.  A 
line  drawn  through  the  centre  of 
the  Arabian  Gulf,  from  the  Streights 
of  Babelmandel  to  Suez,  would 
nearly  be  N.  W.  by  N.  and  Ss  E. 
by  S.  and  therefore,  according  to 
this  theory,  during  the  abfence  of 
the  fun,  that  is  from  Auguft  to 
April,  or  the  beginning  of  May, 
the  wind  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  Arabian  and  Perfian  Gulls  muft 
generally  blow  from  the  N.  W.  by 
N.  towards  the  point  of  rarefa&ion, 
which  is  the  middle  of  the  northern 
part  of  the  Arabian  Gulf.  But  from 
Gedda,  or  rather  Yambo,  to  Mo¬ 
cha,  where  the  land,  in  the  day  at 
leaft,  is  alwavs  warmer  than  the 
lea,  either  foutherly  winds  or  land 
and  fea  breezes  will  prevail  during 
nine  months  of  the  year,  and  nor¬ 
therly  winds  only  during  the  depth 
of  our  winter,  from  November  to 
the  end  of  January,  which  corres¬ 
ponds  with  the  account  of  the  winds 
in  this  Gulf  as  given  by  Monfieur 
D'Apres, 


A  NARRATIVE  OF  A  VOYAGE  TO  COCHIN  CHINA,, 

’Together  avith  a  Jketch  of  the  Geography  of  that  Country ,  and  Jome  parti¬ 
culars  of  the  Manners ,  Cujioms ,  and  Hftory  of  its  Inhabitants^  by 
Mr.  Chapman . 

(This  interefting  TraQ  was  never  before  printed.) 


It  may  not  be  improper,  before  led  me  to  the  undertaking,  therea- 
I  give  an  account  of  this  voyage,  fons  urged  for  the  profecution  of  it, 
to  mention  the  circumftances  which  and  the  advantages  expeCled  to  be 
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derived  from  it.  Having  ftated 
thefe  leading  points,  I  thall  pro¬ 
ceed  with  a  brief  and  faithful  detail 
of  the  tranfa&ions  in  which  I  was 
engaged,  from  the  time  of  my  arrival 
on  the  coaft  of  Cochin  China,  to 
that  of  my  leaving  it ;  interfperling 
it  with  fome  obtervations  on  the 
country,  its  inhabitants,  and  pro¬ 
ductions. 

In  the  month  of  February  1778, 
two  mandarins*,  of  Cochin  China, 
were  brought  to  Calcutta  in  a  coun¬ 
try  ihip  called  the  Rumbold.  The 
novelty  of  this  circumftance  excited 
the  curiolity  of  the  whole  fettle- 
men  t :  It  was  reported  to  the  go¬ 
vernor-general  by  MefTrs.  Croftes 
and  Killican.  Thefe  gentlemen, 
who,  I  believe,  were  either  the  en¬ 
tire  owners  of  the  veflel,  or  partly 
concerned  in  it,  likewife  acquainted 
him,  that  their  viliting  Bengal  was 
accidental,  and  had  happened  in  the 
following  mariner  : — The  Rumbold 
being  deftined  on  a  voyage  to  China, 
her  owners,  in  eonfequence  of  fome 
very  favourable  accounts  of  Cochin 
China,  had  directed  the  commander 
to  touch  on  that  coaft  in  his  way 
back.  He  went  to  the  Bay  of  Tu- 
ron,  and  during  his  ftay  there,  ap¬ 
plication  was  made  to  him  by  Senhor 
Lorico,  a  Jefuit  miffionary,  for  a 
paflage  for  himfelf  to  Bengal,  and 
for  two  mandarins  of  diftintftion, 
related  to  the  royal  family.  They 
wifhed  to  be  landed  at  Donai,  the 
moft  fouthern  province  of  Bengal, 
whither  the  king  had  retired,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  an  invafion  of  the  northern 
provinces  by  the  Tonquinefc,  and 
a  rebellion  which  had  broken  out 
infeveral  of  the  midland  provinces. 
The  commander  having  heard  that 
Senhor  Lorico  was  highly  efteeraed 


by  the  natives,  and  had  behaved 
with  great  humanity  to  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  Admiral  Pocock  In- 
diaman,  when  driven  into  Turon 
Bay  by  ftrefs  of  weather,  in  the  year 
1764,  complied  with  his  requeft. 
He  foon  after  weighed  anchor,  in¬ 
tending  to  land  the  mandarins  at 
Donai  ;  but  a  ftrong  current  and 
a  violent  gale  coming  on,  forced 
the  fhip  fo  far  to  the  fouthward  of 
that  province,  that  he  was  unable 
to  make  it,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
bring  all  his  paflengers  to  Bengal. 

The  following  morning  the  man¬ 
darins  and  Senhor  Lorico  were 
introduced  to  the  governor-general, 
by  whom  they  were  received  with 
the  greateft  attention  and  humanity, 
and  re-allured,  by  expreffions  of  good 
will,  necelfary  to  give  them  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  people  they  were 
come  amongft.  They  were  given 
a  houfe,  fervants,  and  every  necef- 
fary  •  they  werefhewn  every  thing 
curious  in  thefettlement,  and  treat¬ 
ed  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  time 
they  pafted  amongft  us  proved 
highly  agreeable  to  them. 

The  mandarins  remained  in  Ben¬ 
gal  till  the  middle  of  April.  In  the 
interim,  Melfrs.  Croftes  and  Kil¬ 
lican  had  equipped  a  fmall  veflel,  of 
between  70  and  80  tons  burthen, 
to  carry  them  back.  Some  days 
before  the  time  fixed  for  their  de¬ 
parture,  I  was  requefted  by  Mr, 
Croftes  to  fuggeft  to  the  governor- 
general  how  acceptable  a  fmall  pre¬ 
fect  from  him  would  be  to  the  man¬ 
darins.  This  I  took  the  firft  con¬ 
venient  opportunity  of  doing,  and 
he  was  not  only  pleafed  to  acquiefce 
in  it,  but  alfo  fignilied  his  intention 
of  fending  fomething  handfome  to 
their  king,  and  defired  that  I  would 

confult 


*  Mandarin  is  a  Portugueze  word  derived  from  the  verb  mandar ,  to  command. 
It  is  totally  unknown  amongft  the  Chmefe,  the  Cochin  Chinefe,  and  Tcnquinefs  I 
The  word  uled  by  all  thofe  nations  for  a  perlbn  in  authority  is  quail . 
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fconfuit  Mefirs.  Croftes  and  Killican 
upon  what  articles  would  be  Suitable 
for  this  purpofe,  and  that  I  would 
bring  him  a  lift  of  them*  While 
tve  were  adjufting  this  matter,  our 
conversation  naturally  turned  upon 
Cochin  China,  In  the  courSe  of  it, 
thefe  gentlemen  expatiated  upon  the 
advantages  which  might  accrue  to 
Bengal,  and  to  the  Company,  if  a 
commercial  intercourfe  was  opened 
with  that  country  $  enumerated  the 
Several  valuable  commodities  it  pro¬ 
duced,  and  exprefted  their  wifties 
that  the  prefent  favourable  oecafion 
might  not  be  negle<fted  of  forming 
a  connection  with  the  government 
of  it,  Pleafed  with  the  hopes  of 
diftinguifhing  myfelf,  I  declared 
that  I  would  readily  undertake  the 
voyage,  if  the  fupreme  council 
Should  think  it  proper  to  fend  me  in 
a  public  capacity.  Some  converfa- 
tions  I  had  afterwards  with  thefe 
gentlemen,  their  communicating  to 
me  fome  papers  relative  to  the  coun¬ 
try,  with  the  accounts  given  by 
the  commander  of  the  Rumbold ,  and 
the  aftiiranees  of  the  mandarins, 
confirmed  me  in  my  refolution  of 
undertaking  the  voyage;  and  I 
made  the  propofal  to  the  governor- 
general.  I  requefted  that  he  would 
be  pleafed  tofpeak  to  MefTrs.  Croftes 
and  Killican  on  the  fubjeft ;  and 
the  reprefentations  thefe  gentlemen 
made,  both  to  the  governor-gene¬ 
ral,  and  other  gentlemen  of  the  fu¬ 
preme  council,  brought  them  to 
approve  of  their  plan.  The  Amazon , 
a  fmall  fnow  belonging  to  the  Com¬ 
pany,  was  ordered  (obe  made  ready 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  man¬ 
darins.  The  companions  Of  my 
voyage  were  Mr.  Bayard,  a  gentle¬ 
man  of  the  Company’s  fervice,  Mr* 
Totty,  afurgeon.  Captain  Maclen- 
nan,  mafter  of  the  Amazon,  and 
Captain  Hutton,  mafter  of  the  Jenny, 
The  end  propofed  by  my  appoint* 


ment  was  the  eftablifh merit  of  a 
commercial  intercourfe  between  the 
Company’s  fettlemenls  In  Indian 
and  Cochifi  China,  and  the  attain¬ 
ment  of  fuch  privileges  and  advaru* 
tages  to  odr  velfels  importing  thK 
ther,  as  we  might  find  the  govern¬ 
ment  difpofed  to  grant*  The  be¬ 
nefits  hoped  from  this  intercourfe 
was  the  larger  exportation  of  the 
commodities  of  Europe  and  India 
to  that  country,  and  the  importa* 
tion  of  its  valuable  productions  irt 
return. 

Having  thus  explained  the  in<i 
ducemeilts  to  this  voyage,  I  fhall 
proceed  to  a  detail  of  the  tranfac- 
tions  which  occurred  in  the  profit 
cution  of  it* 

The  Amazon  having  fallen  down 
to  Budg-Budg,  I  embarked  the  16th 
of  April,  with  the  principal  manda® 
rin,  and  five  or  fix  of  his  attend¬ 
ants.  The  other,  by  his  own  de- 
fire,  went  on  board  the  little  vefifel 
firft  prepared  for  them  both.  She 
failed  a  few  days  before  us,  and  was 
to  rejoin  us  in  the  Straits  of  Ma¬ 
lacca,.  from  whence  fhe  was  to  ac¬ 
company  us  during  the  remainder  of 
the  voyage*  We  had  on  board 
fome  fpecimens  of  the  commodities 
of  Europe  and  India,  by  which 
we  might  judge  what  would  be  moll 
in  requeft  in  the  country  we  were 
bound  to.  Bad  weather,  and  the 
want  of  a  Hoop,  did  not  permit  us 
to  difmifs  our  pilot  until  the  2Qth, 
when  we  were  obliged  to  fend  him 
on  fhore  at  Ballafore.  Exaftly  a 
month  after  this  we  anchored  at 
Malacca,  and  failed  from  thence  the 
2d  of  June  for  Tringano,  a  Mallay 
port  on  the  other  fide  of  the  penin* 
fula ;  we  reached  it  the  1 2  th  fol¬ 
lowing.  Here  Mr*  Hutton  in* 
formed  me  of  the  death  of  the  man¬ 
darin,  his  pafienger,  which  hap¬ 
pened  a  few  days  after  leaving  Ma* 
lacca.  This  accident  gave  me  a 
4  good 
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good  deal  of  concern,  as  he  was  a 
fenfible,  fteady,  well-behaved  man, 
and  I  relied  much  on  him  for  af- 
fiftance  amongft  his  countrymen. 
We  found  at  this  place  thirty  or 
forty  natives  of  Cochin  China,  whofe 
vctffel  had  been  driven  off  their  own 
coaft,  and  wrecked  near  Tringano. 
According  to  the  policy  of  the 
Mallays,  they  were  become  their 
(laves,  and  their  effects  the  property 
of  the  rajah  :  They  gave  our  man¬ 
darin  fome  information  relative  to 
the  ftate  of  his  country,  after  his 
leaving  it,  but  indiftinU,  and  little 
to  his  fatisfadtion.  I  endeavoured 
to  Drocure  the  releafe  of  fome  of  thefe 

i 

poor  people,  and  was  not  a  little 
furprifed  at  a  feeming  backwardnefs 
in  them  to  accept  it.  During  our 
flay  here,  I  was  fpoken  to  by  the 
king’s  brother  (the  king  being  ab- 
fentj  concerning  the  Company’s 
eftabliftiing  a  factory  at  Tringano; 
and  I  heard,  on  my  return  to  Ma¬ 
lacca,  that  there  had  been  a  letter 
fent  to  the  fupreme  council  with 
this  propofal.  This  complaifance 
arifes  from  the  king’s  apprehenfions 
of  an  hoftile  viut  from  the  king  of 
Rio,  and  from  a  defire  of  extending 
his  territories  by  means  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  's  affiflance.  If  it  were  thought 
worth  while  to  fettle  in  any  part  of 
the  peninfula  of  Mallay,  a  more 
eligible  fituation  than  Tringano 
might  be  found.  Some  months  in 
the  year  this  is  a  dangerous  lee 
fhore,  and  inacceihble  to  Chipping. 
I  do  not  think  that  eftablilhments 
can  be  made  by  us  with  any  advan¬ 
tage  among  the  Mallays*.  At 
Tringano  they  pur  chafe  annually 
two  hundred  c hells  of  opium,  fome 
white  goods,  a  ftnall  quantity  of 
iron  and  copper,  and  a  few  other 
yol.  3. 


articles  of  little  note ;  for  thefe 
things  they  give  in  exchange  pep¬ 
per,  gold  duft,  and  tin  ;  the  latter 
article  is  not  the  produce  of  the 
place*  but  carried  thither  by  Mal¬ 
lay  and  Buggis  prows* 

Our  flay  at  Tringano  being  pro¬ 
longed  a  day  or  two,  that  we  might 
furnifh  ourfelves  with  a  good  ffore 
of  refrefhments,  as  we  expected  but 
fcanty  fupplies  at  Cochin  China, 
we  did  not  weigh  anchor  till  the 
17th.  The  20th  we  came  in  fight 
of  Pulo  Ubi.  The  next  night  we 
anchored  clofe  to  it,  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  day  found  ourfelves  in  the  lati¬ 
tude  of  8C  35'  N.  which  muft  have 
been  nearly  the  latitude  of  the  point 
of  Cambodia,  as  it  then  bore  weft 
of  us  ;  it  is  laid  down  by  our  geo¬ 
graphers  and  hydrographers  ]  0  or 
15  miles  more  to  the  northward. 
Pulo  Ubi  is  a  fmall  ifland,  feen  from 
a  great  diftance,  and  fituated  ex¬ 
actly  on  the  eaftern  extremity  of 
the  Gulf  of  Siam.  My  intention 
in  taking  this  route  was,  that  we 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  coaft- 
ing  the  fouthern  fhore  of  Cambodia, 
which  is  but  little  known  ;  of  en¬ 
tering  the  weftern  branch  of  the 
great  river  which  feparates  that 
country  from  Cochin  China,  where 
I  expelled  certain  accounts  of  the 
ftate  of  that  country,  and  of  procur¬ 
ing  an  interview  with  the  king, 
who  was  faid  to  be  at  Donai,  the 
fouthermoft  province. 

We  were  but  a  little  more  than 
two  days  going  from  Pulo  Ubi  to 
Cambodia  River.  The  point  of 
Cambodia,  as  well  as  the  whole 
coaft  from  thence  to  the  mouth  of 
the  weftern  branch  of  the  river,  is 
covered  with  underwood,  and  ex¬ 
ceedingly  low.  The  water  is  fo 
*  E  (hallow. 


*  It  is  only  a  few  years  fmeethe  preiidency  of  Fort  St.  George  attempted  a  fettle- 
mentat  Acheen,  under  the  conduct  of  the  Hon.  Edward  Moncton,  but  were  obliged 
to  withdraw  it. 
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fhallow,  that,  at  the  diftance  of  five 
or  fix  miles  from  the  fhore,  we 
rarely  had  more  than  four  fathoms. 
Although  the  commander  of  the 
fmall  vefiel,  our  eonfort,  made  re¬ 
peated  attempts,  he  could  never  ap¬ 
proach  the  fhore  nearer  than  within 
two  or  three  miles.  Few  inhabi¬ 
tants  appeared,  and  only  two  boats 
near  the  entrance  of  the  river.  Our 
boat  was  feat  to  fpeak  to  them,  but 
they  being  poor  Chinefe  fifhermen, 
they  could  not  underftand  our  Co¬ 
chin  Chinefe  linguift. 

The  24th  of  June  we  anchored 
in  fight  of  the  mouth  of  the  weft 
channel  of  Cambodia  river,  be¬ 
tween  three  and  four  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon,  in  barely  three  fathom 
water,  a  ftrong  ebb  tide  fetting 
out  :  the  tide  to  the  westward  had 
been  ob.ferved  the  preceding  even¬ 
ing  to  rife  two  fathoms  and  a  half: 
it  therefore  certainly  behoved  us  to 
be  on  our  guard  againft  its  falling 
as  much  :  The  captain  was  appris¬ 
ed  of  this  by  his  officer,  but  he  mak¬ 
ing  light  of  it,  the  tide  by  fix 
o’clock  left  the  vefiel  faft  aground ; 
but  as  ftie  lay  in  foft  mud,  our  fi Ill¬ 
ation  was, by  no  means  dangerous. 
The  captain  made  fail  as  foon  as  the 
vefiel  floated,  in  a  dark  night,  un¬ 
certain  whither  a  rapid  tide  might 
drive  us.  The  vefiel  grounded  a 
fecond  time,  and  when  the  floating 
tide  relieved  her  from  this,  ftill  a 
third  time.  Here,  or  on  home  other 
part  of  the  fhore,  I  expelled  we  muft 
have  left  the  vefiel,  her  head  was 
only  in  a  fathom  and  a  half  of  wa¬ 
ter,  and  her  ftern  was  beating  upon 
a  fand  as  hard  as  a  rock.  The  boat, 
with  the  chief  officer  and  moft  of 
the  Europeans,  was  now  fent  to 
found;  during  their  abfence  the  wa¬ 
ter  rofe  to  two  fathoms  and  a  quar¬ 
ter  ;  the  Amazon  drew  twelve 
feet ;  the  flood  tide  was  fully  made. 
Anxious  for  our  boat,  we  made  fig- 


nal  after  fignal  for  it  to  return,  and 
when  it  did,  the  report  of  the  offi- 
cer  was  far  from  fatisfa dory,  hav¬ 
ing  met  with  Ihoals  all  around. 
There  was  now  the  appearance  of 
a  hard  focal!  coming  on,  the  man 
with  the  founding  line  warned  us 
there  was  but  a  few  inches  more 
than  the  vefiel  drew,  and  it  be’ng 
the  top  of  high  water  of  a  fpring 
tide,  we  had  no  profpett  of  further 
relief.  Happily,  however,  we  en- 
creafed  the  depth,  and  the  fquall 
coming  on,  prefently  drove  us  into 
five  fathoms,  where  we  dropt  our 
anchor. 

After  the  fatigue  and  anxie¬ 
ty  which  we  fuffiered  the  pre¬ 
ceding  night,  we  were  happy  to 
devote  this  day,  the  25th,  to  re- 
pofe. 

The  25th  I  went  on  board  the 
Jenny ,  which  lay  at  a  confiderable 
diftance  from  our  vefiel,  near  the 
mouth  of  the  river.  The  com¬ 
mander  acquainted  me  he  had  fent 
his  boat  into  the  river  for  intelli¬ 
gence,  and  propofed  to  me  to  ftand 
in  and  meet  it.  Having  no  objec¬ 
tion,  he  weighed  his  anchor :  as 
foon  as  we  opened  the  firft  reach 
v/e  perceived  a  vefiel  at  anchor,  and 
the  boat  making  towards  us  :  we 
continued  our  courfe  in  a  good 
channel  of  three  and  four  fathoms 
water,  as  far  as  the  tide  wouldper- 
mit  us.  By  the  officer  who  went 
in  the  boat,  we  learned  that  the 
vefiel  in  fight  was  a  Portugueze 
fnow  from  Maccao  ;  that  there  was 
another  higher  up  at  a  village  cal¬ 
led  Bathai ;  and  that  a  (hip  had 
left  the  river  feven  or  eight  days 
before.  Mr.  Moniz,  (a  Portugueze 
gentleman  I  before  mentioned  to 
have  accompanied  the  mandarin 
to  Bengal,)  who  went  on  board  the 
Portugueze  vefiel,  acquainted  me 
that  he  heard  from  the  commander, 
that  the  rebel  Ignaack  had  carried 
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every  thing  before  him  in  Cochin 
China  ;  that  the  king  having  fled 
to  Pulo  Condore,  had  been  taken 
there  and  put  to  death  ;  and  that  his 
brother  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
the  ufurper,  who  obliged  him  fo  mar¬ 
ry  his  daughter.  I  afterwards  found 
that  his  brother  was  the  elder  of 
the  two  fons  left  by  the  late  king ; 
but  that  Quick  Foe,  the  prime  mi- 
nifter,  who  had  acquired  an  un¬ 
bounded  influence  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  reign,  had  married  his  daugh¬ 
ter  to  the  younger  prince,  and  con¬ 
trived,  upon  the  death  of  the  old 
king,  to  place  his  fon-in-law  upon 
the  throne.  This,  with  the  nnni- 
fter’s  unpopular  meafure  oflmpofing 
a  poll-tax  upon  all  the  native  inha¬ 
bitants  of  whatfoever  age,  lex,  or 
condition,  was  the  caufe  of  the 
troubles  which  broke  out  in  the  in¬ 
terior  provinces,  and  furniftied  a 
pretext  for  the  Tonquinefe  to  in¬ 
vade  the  country  ;  for  when  the  ar¬ 
my  entered  the  northern  provinces, 
they  declared  their  deligns  to  be 
folely  bent  againil  the  perfon  of  the 
minifter,  whofe  mal-adminiftra- 
tion  had  involved  his  country  in  a 
civil  war,  and  promifed,  upon  his 
being  delivered  up  to  them,  to  aflift 
the  king  in  fubduing  all  his  other 
enemies:  the  young  king,  infligat- 
ed  by  the  enemies  of  this  minifter, 
blindly  fell  into  the  fnare,  and 
thereby  proved  to  have  afted  as 
politically  as  the  fheep  who  deliver¬ 
ed  their  dog  to  the  wolves.  Quick 
Foe,  though  a  bad  man,  was  allow¬ 
ed  to  be  a  man  of  abilities  ;  and  by 
the  difeerning  efteemed  the  only 
one  capable  of  mak  ing  head  again  ft 
the  dangers  that  now  threatened  the 
king  on  all  Tides.  Senfible  of  this, 
the  Tonquinefe,  as  foon  as  he  was 
delivered  into  their  hands,  treated 
him  with  the  utmoft  deference,  and 
made  ufe  of  his  knowledge  topofiefs 
hemfelves  of  the  country/  They 


immedia  ely  kid  fiege  to  Hue,  the 
capital,  and  took  it ;  the  king  lied 
to  Don  ft,  from  thence  to  Pulo 
Conuore,  where  he  was  taken  and 
put  to  death.  The  minifter  was 
carried  to  Tonquin,  where  he  was 
allowed  to  enjoy  an  honourable  re¬ 
treat. 

The  next  day  I  returned  on  board 
the  Amazon,  to  prepare  a  few  ne~ 
ceflaries  to  go  up  to  Bathai  in  the 
Jenny ,  and  defired  Capt.  Hutton 
to  wait  for  me  where  he  was.  Ear¬ 
ly  in  the  morning  I  fet  out,  accom¬ 
panied  by  Mr.  Bayard  and  Mr. 
To  tty  ;  on  approaching  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  I  perceived  the  Jenny 
running  out  with  the  Portuguese 
fno/  .  Exprefting  my  furprife  at 
this,  I  found  Capt.  Hutton  had  re« 
ceb  ed  intelligence  that  feme  per- 
fons  he  had  left  at  Turon  the  year 
before,  had  been  put  to  death  by 
Ignaack,  and  that  20  or  30  of  his 
gallics  were  then  cruizing  in  a 
branch  of  the  river,  two  days  fail 
frqm  Bathai.  Unacquainted  with 
the  force  of  thefe  galleys,  and  hav¬ 
ing  too  much  reafon  from  the  infor¬ 
mation  to  fufpeft  their  hoftiie  dif- 
pofttion  towards  us,  efpecially  if 
they  were  apprifed  of  our  having  a 
relation  of  the  late  king  on  board, 
and  the  Amazon  being  deemed  to 
draw  too  much  water,  and  built  too 
lharp  to  be  brought  into  the  river, 
I  thought  it  moft  prudent  to  drop 
my  deftgn  of  proceeding  to  Bathai. 
Underftanding,  however,  that  there 
was  ftill  a  party  of  the  king’s  peo¬ 
ple  making  head  againft  Ignaack  in 
Donai,  it  was  determined  to  pro¬ 
ceed  thither,  in  order  to  place  our 
mandarin  and  his  people  amongft 
their  friends.  Capt.  Hutton  hav¬ 
ing  received  what  in  ft  ructions  the 
Portugeefe  captain  could  give  him 
refpefting  the  paKa  ge,  (nopilot  being 
•to  be  had,)  was  to  lead  the  way, 
We  were  to  folldw  ;  thefe  points  ad- 

*  E  2  j  ufted. 
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jufled,  I  returned  on  board  my  own 
veiTel,  and  the  next  morning  we 
failed. 

The  firft  of  July  we  anchored 
under  a  promontory,  fuppofed  to  be 
Cape  St.  James,  about  a  degree  and 
a  half  dill  ant  from  the  weft  channel 
of  Cambodia  river.  This  was  the 
firft  high  land  on  the  continent  we 
met  with.  Here  again  we  were  all 
at  a  ftand,  nobody  being  able  to 
point  out  the  road  to  Donai.  The 
mandarin  and  his  people  never 
having  been  there,  could  give  us 
no  information.  Vexed  at  my  dis¬ 
appointment,  I  determined  to  go 
on  fhore  myfelf  in  our  pinnace,  and 
to  endeavour  to  gain  fome  intelli¬ 
gence.  Mr.  Bayard  and  the  Second 
officer  accompanied  me;  I  took 
two  of  the  mandarin’s  servants  as 
linp-uifts.  When  we  reached  the 

O  # 

beach  I  fent  the  linguifts  on  fhore, 
keeping  every  body  elfe  in  the 
boat ;  after  fome  time  they  came 
back,  leading  two  or  three  of  the 
moft  miferable  looking  objects  I 
ever  beheld,  upon  the  very  point 
©fperifhing  with  hunger  and  difeafe. 
The  linguifts  telling  us  we  might 
land  in  Safety,  we  did  So.  Thefe 
poor  wretches  acquainted  me  that 
they  belonged  to  a  village  hard  by, 
in  which  were  left  about  fifty  more, 
much  in  the  fame  condition  with 
themfel  ves;  that  a  fleet  of  Ignaack’s, 
in  its  way  to  Donai,  which  it  was 
now  blockading,  had,  two  months 
before,  paid  the.0  a  vifit,  and  plun¬ 
dered  them  of  the  Scanty  remains 
left  by  a  horrid  famine,  fuppofed  in 
the  preceding  year  to  have  car¬ 
ried  off  more  than  one  half  of  the 
whole  inhabitants  of  Cochin  Chi¬ 
na,  and  that  they  had  nothing  to 
eat  now  but  a  roof  thrown  up  by 
the  Surf  on  the  beach,  which  caufed 
them  to  break  out  in  blotches  all 
over  their  bodies  ;  it  was  lhaped 
Something  like  a  Sweet  potatoc,  but 


longer.  I  was  now  no  longer  at  a 
lofs  to  account  for  the  indifference 
the  wretches  I  faw  at  Tringano 
fhewed  to  my  offer  of  procuring 
their  releafe  ;  they  were  not  pof- 
fefledof  Sufficient  patriotism  to  pre¬ 
fer  liberty  with  fo  Scanty  a  fare  in 
their  own  country,  to  flavery  with 
a  full  belly  in  a  foreign  one.  There 
is  no  flavery  in  Cochin  China. 
On  perceiving  the  mouths  of  two 
or  three  rivers  to  the  N.  W.  and 
alking  their  names,  they  told  me 
one  of  them  led  to  Donai.  Several 
more  of  thefe  objects  were  now  ga¬ 
thering  round  me  ;  diftrefled  at  this 
feene  of  mifery  not  in  my  power  to 
relieve,  I  haftened  on  board  my 
boat,  and  took  with  me  an  old 
man,  who  appeared  the  moft  intel¬ 
ligent,  to  inform  our  mandarin  of 
all  he  knew,  and  to  enable  us  to 
determine  what  was  next  to  be 
done. 

A  comfortable  meal  having 
cheared  up  the  old  man’s  Spirits, 
he  had  a  long  conversation  with  his 
countryman  ;  the  refult  of  which 
was,  that  a  village  called  Huttien, 
a  few  hours  fail  from  where  we 
then  were,  having  refilled  the  at¬ 
tacks  of  Ignaack’s  fleet,  the  man¬ 
darin  was  defirous  of  going  to  if, 
hoping  to  get  fome  Satisfactory  in¬ 
telligence  of  his  friends.  Thither 
we  bent  our  courfe,  the  old  man 
Serving  as  a  pilot ;  the  next  morning 
vve  anchored  a-breaft  of  it.  A  num¬ 
ber  of  fifhing  boats  hovered  about 
the  veflfel,  but  kept  aloof  till  two 
of  the  mandarin’s  Servants  were 
fent  to  them  in  a  Small  prow.  They 
then  came  to  the  number  of  fourteen 
or  fifteen.  Our  mandarin  fent  a  mef- 
fage  to  the  chief  of  the  village  by 
them.  The  people  in  thefe  boats 
were  flout  perfonable  men,  and  had 
not  the  lead  appearance  of  want 
amongft  them.  Every  boat  was 
well  furnilbed  with  bows  and  ar¬ 
rows. 
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rows,  fwords  and  lances.  In  the 
afternoon,  the  mandarin  of  the  vil¬ 
lage  fent  his  compliments  to  our 
mandarin,  with  a  prefent  ol  beetle, 
and  apologized  for  not  waiting  up. 
on  him  in  perfon,  on  account  of  his 
being  much  indifpofed  ;  our  man¬ 
darin  being-  fo  well  fatisfied  that 
he  determined  to  go  on  fhore  next 
morning,  myfelf  and  the  other  gen¬ 
tlemen  promifed  to  attend  him. 
Having  fent  the  mandarin  of  the 
village  notice  of  our  intentions, 
early  in  the  morning  fome  boats 
came  from  the  fhore  to  conduit  us 
to  the  landing  place.  Our  manda¬ 
rin's  fervants,  who  went  on  fhore 
the  evening  before,  and  ftaid  all 
night,  came  with  them,  and  gave 
their  mailer  a  favourable  account 
of  the  inhabitants.  They  alfo 
brought  on  board  with  them  a  man 
who  had  formerly  ferved  as  a  fol- 
dier  under  the  mandarin’s  com¬ 
mand.  fie  feemed  tranfported  with 
joy  on  recognizing  his  old  mailer. 
After  breakfaft  we  fet  out,  the  fol- 
dier  fitting  at  the  mandarin’s  feet ; 
and  during  our  paflage  towards  the 
fhore,  he  recounted  to  his  maker 
the  particulars  of  Ignaack’s  fuc- 
cefies,  the  king’s  death,  and  how 
the  people  of  this  dikriil  had  re- 
pulfed  the  rebel  fleet.  He  acquaint¬ 
ed  him  that  the  king’s  brother, 
whom  they  called  Antoine,  difla- 
tisfied  with  his  wife,  and  the  re- 
ftraint  he  w\as  kept  under,  had  found 
means  to  efcape  from  Ignaack,  and 
was  gone  in  arms  with  a  confider- 
able  force  into  Benthoan.  Yet  be¬ 
fore  the  boat  reached  the  fhore  our 
mandarin  was  feized  with  a  panic, 
which  I  never  could  learn  the  real 
caufe  of,  and  deflred  me  to  put  a. 
bout  and  return  to  the  veflel.  Un¬ 
able  to  conceive  his  motives,  his 
own  fervants  alluring  me  there  was 
no  caufe  of  apprehenlion,  we  con¬ 


tinued  our  courfe  till  the  pinnae® 
came  into  (hallow  water,  and  could 
proceed  no  further.  Here  we  were 
preparing  to  get  into  a  country- 
boat,  when  the  mandarin  caught 
hold  of  my  clothes,  earnckly  en¬ 
treating  me  to  defift,  crying  out 
“  tyfoji!  tyfon /”  which  is  the  name 
the  adherents  of  Ignaack  go  by  in 
the  countrv.  Mr.  Moniz  feeing 
this,  offered  to  go  on  fhore  to  learn 
who  the  people  really  were  ;  Mr. 
Bayard  accompanied  him.  They 
foon  came  back  with  the  principal 
mandarin  of  the  village.  He  came 
into  our  boat  and  invited  our  man¬ 
darin  on  fhore,  the  foldier  offer¬ 
ing  to  remain  an  hoftage,  and  to 
forfeit  his  head  if  any  harm  befel 
him.  All  was  infuflicient  to  re¬ 
move  his  fears  ;  he  kill  cried  out 
louder  than  ever  to  put  back. 
Finding  his  timidity  not  to  be 
overcome,  I  alked  the  mandarin 
of  the  veflel  to  go  with  us  to  fee 
our  veflel ;  he  did  not  hefitate.  Af¬ 
ter  he  had  been  on  board  a  fhort 
time,  he  complained  of  being  very 
fick ;  I  therefore  difmifled  him,  firft 
making  him  a  fmall  prefent. 

We  then  left  the  village  of  Hut* 
tien,  and  continued  our  courfe  along 
fhore  fix  or  feven  days,  and  an¬ 
chored  at  a  fifhing  village  near 
Pulo  Cambir  de  Terre,  to  inquire 
for  water  and  other  refrefhments  ; 
but  the  water  there  being  very 
brackifh,  one  of  the  fifhermen  offer¬ 
ing  to  pilot  us  to  Quinion,  where 
plenty  of  good  water  and  frefli  pro- 
vifions  might  be  had,  we  accord- 
ingly  proceeded  thither.  No  fooner 
did  our  mandarin  learn  that  we 
intended  to  touch  at  Quinion,  than 
he  rufhed  from  the  cabin  in  a  mofl 
dikra&ed  manner,  and  threw  hirn- 
felf  at  my  feet,  when  he  informed 
me  that  Quinion  was  the  province 
in  which  Ignaack  refuted,  and  that 
*  E  3  its 
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Its  harbour  *,  to  which  we  were 
going,  was  the  rendezvous  of  his 
feet..  It  did  not  however  prevent 
me  from  proceeding,  as  I  knew  that 
the  greateft  part  of  Ignaack ’s  force 
was  to  the  four  Ward.  We  con¬ 
tinued  our  courfe,  and  the  ISth 
Jnly  we  anchored  in  the  bay.  The 
coaft,  in  many  places  highly  culti¬ 
vated,  had  now  a  moft  delightful 
appearance,  the  lowlands  planted 
with  paddy,  and  the  hills  with  pep¬ 
per  to  their  very  tops. 

Here  we  found  two  Fortugueze 
fnows  ;  and  the  fupei  cargo  of  one  of 
them  coming  on  board  a  little  be¬ 
fore  we  anchored,  I  understood 
from  him  that  we  had  nothing  to 
fear  ;  on  the  contrary,  that  Ignaack 
himfelf  was  exceedingly  alarmed  at 
our  arrival,  and  would  be  well  fa- 
■  tisfied  to  find  that  we  had  no  hof- 
tile  intention  againit  him,  which  he 
was  in  dread  of  from  what  had  hap¬ 
pened  laft  year  at  Turon.  This 
difpute  arofe  from  the  rebels  at¬ 
tacking  and  taking  a  boat,  convey¬ 
ing  military  flores  from  an  Englilh 
fhip  to  the  royal  party.  The  king’s 
party  having  received  a  fignal  de¬ 
feat  while  the  fnip  lay  in  the  har¬ 
bour,  the  mandarins  Bed  on  board 
for  projection,  and  induced  the  com¬ 
mander  to  undertake  to  carry  them 
to  Donai,  by  promising  to  indem¬ 
nify  him  for  the  iofs  when  he  ar¬ 
rived  there.  How  they  were  dis¬ 
appointed  and  brought  to  Bengal, 
I  have  before  related.  As  foon  as 
we  anchored,  I  fent  a  young  man, 
who  ferved  me  as  a  writer,  on 
(bore,  with  my  compliments  to  the 
mandarin  in  charge  of  the  fort,  to 
acquaint  him  that  the  veffel  be¬ 
longed  to  the  Englilh  government 


of  Bengal,  and  that  cur  bis  finds  in 
Cochin  China  was  to  fettle  a  friend¬ 
ly  intercourl’e  and  commerce  beween 
the  two  countries.  In  the  evening 
lie  returned  with  a  very  civil  an- 
fvver  from  the  mandarin,  purport¬ 
ing  that  he  fhould  immediately  fend 
notice  of  our  arrival  to  the  king 
(Ignaack),  and  that  in  the  mean 
time  we  were  welcome  to  furniih 
ourfelves  with  water  and  all  other 
refrelhments  the  place  afforded. 
Next  day  the  mandarin  himfelf 
came  on  board,  and  brought  me  a 
prefent  of  a  hog.  Ever  after  he 
via  ted  me  daily  during  our  flay. 
He  was  a  joky  man  of  between  50 
and  00  year:  of  age.  By  his  defire, 
I  fent  my  writer  on  fhore  to  go  with 
him  to  the  king’s  brother,  who 
lived  near,  to  whom  I  fent  a  prefent 
of  a  piece  of  muiiin,  two  pieces  of 
chintz,  and  fome  bottles  of  liquor. 
On  his  return  he  acquainted  me  that 
he  had  been  gracioufiy  received, 
and  allured  me  that  the  king  was 
exceedingly  well  difpofed  towards 
the  Englilh,  and  would  not  fail  to 
treat  me  with  the  molt  honourable 
difidndUon  :  and  that  the  kind’s  fon- 
in-law,  who  was  his  prime  minifter, 
would  come  down  to  fee  me  in  a 
few  days. 

J  * 

He  accordingly  arrived  the  ldth. 

O  J  J 

and  the  aext  morning-  having:  re- 
reived  an  invitation,  I  landed  to 
make  him  a  vilit.  We  were  met  on 
the  beach  by  the  mandarin  of  the 
port,  who  conduced  us  to  a  large 
ftraw  fired,  which  he  informed  me 
was  his  houfe,  where  his  highnefs 
was  waiting  to  receive  us.  On  each 
fide  of  the  entrance  were  drawn  up 
twelve  of  his  guards,  dreffed  in  blue 
linen,  and  a  kind  of  helmet  on  their 

heads. 


*  Quinion,  or  Chinchen-bay,  is  an  excellent  harbour,  where  veflels  maybe  perfeflly 
flickered  from  every  wind  ;  the  entrance  is  very  narrow,  and  the  want  of  a  fufficient 
depth  muft  qblige  ihips  of  large  burthen  to  wait  till  high  water  to  go  in.  It  is  fitu- 
ated  in  lat.  13°  52/  N» 
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heads,  made  either  of  leather  or  of 
paper,  lacquered  over,  and  orna¬ 
mented  with  flowers  and  devices  of 
block-tin,  as  were  the  hilts  and 
feabbards  of  their  fwords,  fo  that 
they  made  a  regular,  if  not  a  martial 
appearance.  On  our  entrance  we 
found  a  young  man  of  a  pleaflng 
afpeft,  feated  crofs-legged  upon  a 
low  table.  Lie  rofe  on  our  ap¬ 
proach,  and  pointed  to  fome  chairs 
which  were  placed  on  each  lide  of 
him  for  our  accommodation.  After 
a  few  ordinary  queftions  on  his  fide, 
as  whence  we  came  ?  what  had 
brought  us  to  Cochin  China  ?  how 
long  we  had  been  on  our  paflage  ? 
&c.  I  acquainted  him  I  was  a  fer- 
vant  of  the  Englifh  government  in 
Bengal,  to  which  the  vefl'el  I  came 
in  belonged  ;  that  my  buftnefs  in 
Cochin  China  was  to  fettle  a  friend¬ 
ly  intercourfe  and  commerce  be¬ 
tween  the  two  countries,  which  I 
made  no  doubt  would  be  for  the 
advantage  of  both.  I  then  defired 
to  know  whether  he  was  authorifed 
to  inform  me  upon  what  conditions 
fuch  commerce  could  be  carried  on 
to  the  ports  in  their  pofleflion  ?  In- 
ftead  of  anfwering  me,  he  defired  to 
know  what  prefents  I  had  brought 
for  the  king,  and  whether  I  in¬ 
tended  to  go  to  court  ?  I  told  him 
I  would  go  if  the  king  fent  me  an 
invitation,  and  carry  fuch  prefents 
with  me  as  I  hoped  would  be  accep¬ 
table.  1  prefented  him  with  a  pair 
Of  neat  piftols,  and  fome  pieces  of 
cloth,  Sec.  I  could  now  get  him 
to  talk  of  nothing  but  prefents.  Be¬ 
fore  we  parted,  I  applied  to  him  for 
the  ufe  of  a  draw  hut  near  the  wa¬ 
tering-place  ;  he  told  me  he  was  not 
authorifed  to  grant  it.  He  then 
informed  me  he  fhculd  return  to 
court  the  next  day,  and  invited  me 
to  accompany  him.  I  begged  to 
be  excufcd,  as  I  wifhed  before  I  fet 
out  to  receive  an  invitation  from 


the  king.  He  appeared  rather  hurt 
at  this,  fearing  I  fufpefted  he  had 
nor  authority  to  invite  me.  I  ob- 
ferved  that  his  refufal  of  fo  mere  a 
trifle  as  a  hut  to  live  in,  which  I 
offered  to  pay  for,  was  almofl:  fuffl- 
cient  to  doubt  it.  Soon  after  I  took 
my -leave,  when  he  aflured  me  he 
would  defire  his  father  to  fend  me 
an  invitation  without  delay  ;  and  as 
for  a  houfe,  I  might  take  any  one  I 
chofe  in  the  place. 

Three  days  after  I  received  a 
formal  written  invitation  and  fafe 
conduct  from  Ignaack  ;  it  was 
brought  on  board  with  great  cere¬ 
mony  by  feveral  mandarins.  They 
defired  the  colours  might  be  hoifted 
on  the  occafion,  an  umbrella  raifed 
to  open  it  under,  and  that  I  fhould 
Hand  up  to  receive  it ;  all  thefe  re- 
quifitions  being  complied  with,  it 
was  opened,  read,  and  prefented  to 
me.  The  mandarins  did  not  fail 
hinting  to  me,  how  exceedingly 
happy  the  bearers  of  this  diftin- 
guiihing  mark  of  the  royal  favour 
would  be  to  receive  fome  token  of 
acknowledgement  for  their  trouble. 
Having  treated  them  with  a  defert 
of  wine  and  fweetmeats,  1  difmifled 
them  fatisfied,  firft  fettling  with 
the  port  mandarin  to  be  on  Ihore 
next  evening,  fleep  at  his  houfe, 
and  fet  off  the  next  morning  for  the 
royal  refidence.  He  engaged  to 
have  a  palanquin  ready  for  me, 
horfes  for  the  two  gentlemen  and 
my  writer,  who  were  to  be  of  the 
party,  and  coolies  to  carry  the 
king’s  prefents  and  our  own  necef- 
faries. 

When  his  invitation  was  ex¬ 
plained  to  me,  I  was  much  fur- 
prifed  to  find  that  his  majefty  fAould 
think  it  incumbent  on  him  to  ac¬ 
count  to  me  how  he  became  poffefled 
of  his  prefent  dignities.  It  began 
by  fetting  forth,  “  That  the  late 
king  of  Cochin  China  and  his  mi- 
*  E  4  nifters. 
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nifters,  having,  by  their  oppreffions, 
ftarved  the  people,  it  had  pleafed 
God  to  make  him  the  inftrument 
of  their  deliverance,  and  to  raife 
him  to  the  throne/*'  See.  See.  Our 
poor  unfortunate  mandarin,  who 
was  now  on  board  incog,  and  the 
better  to  conceal  himfelf,  dreffed  in 
an  Englifh  drefs,  his  beard  fliaved, 
his  teeth  cleaned,  and,  what  difi. 
t  re  fled  him  moft  of  all,  his  nails 
reduced  three  or  four  inches,  defin¬ 
ing  to  fee  the  paper,  told  me  with 
tears  in  his  eyes,  that  the  feal  af¬ 
fixed  was  the  ancient  feal  of  the 
kings  of  Cochin  China,  which  the 
villanous  poflcffor  had  flolen,  that 
the  reafons  he  afiigned  for  feizing 
the  government  were  falfe,  and  that 
he  alone  was  the  foie  author  of  the 
calamities  his  country  had  and  ftill 
experienced.  He  conjured  me  not 
to  truft  myfelf  in  his  power,  for  I 
lhould  never  return. 

Purfuant  to  my  agreement,  how¬ 
ever,  with  the  mandarin,  we  went 
on  fhore  the  2 2d  of  July  in  the 
evening.  He,  together  with  feve- 
ral  others,  received  us  upon  the 
beach,  and  conducted  us  to  his  houfe ; 
when  it  grew  dark  we  were  enter¬ 
tained  by  a  fet  of  dancing  women. 

J  _  O 

Thefe  ladies  differed  little  in  their 
performance  from  thofe  of  Hinduf- 
tan.  The  mufic  confided  of  a  kind 
of  pipe  and  tabor,  caftinets,  and  an 
humble  imitation  of  the  violin. 
About  ten  we  retired  to  fupper  upon 
our  own  provifions.  Mats  and  cots 
were  provided  for  our  repofe. 
About  eight  in  the  morning  we 
commenced  our  march,  my  compa¬ 
nions  op  horfeback,  and  myfelf  in  a 
filken  net,  extended  at  each  end  by 
a  piece  of  ivory  about  twenty  inches 
long,  through  feveral  final!  holes,  in 
which  palled  the  threads  it  was 
woven  with,  which  being  collated 
together,  formed  a  loop,  by  which 
it  was  fufpended  to  a  pole  in  the 


form  of  a  hammock  ;  over  the  pole 
was  a  pinjaree  of  fine  matts  covered 
with  painted  paper  :  it  requires  but 
two  bearers,  for  with  that  number  I 
was  carried  fifteen  miles  in  the  day 
without  changing;.  Our  road  atfirft 
lay  along  the  banks  of  a  confiderable 
river,  till  we  entered  a  well-culti¬ 
vated  valley,  which  appeared  en- 
compafied  on  all  fidcs  w  ith  high 
mountains.  In  this  valley  we  palled 
through  three  or  four  pretty  vil¬ 
lages  pleafantly  fituated,  in  which, 
as  well  as  on  other  parts  of  the  road, 
were  public  houfes,  where  tea,  fruits, 
and  other  refrefhments  are  fold  to 
travellers.  At  noon  we  alighted 
at  one  of  them,  and  partook  of  a 
dinner,  which  confided  of  fowls  cut 
into  fjnall  pieces,  dreffed  up  with  a 
little  greens  and  fait,  fome  fifh.  See. 
We  left  the  village  about  four  in. 
the  afternoon,  and  in  the  dulk  of  the 
evening  reached  another,  which  was 
within  an  hour’s  ride  of  the  king’s 
refidence ;  here  we  fluid  during 
the  night. 

Early  in  the  morning  we  pur- 
fued  our  journey  through  the  pad-- 
dy  fields,  and  at  eight  o’clock  came 
in  fight  of  the  fort  his  ma  jelly  re- 
fided  in.  Theeaft  front,  by  a  gate 
of  which  we  entered,  extended 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  and 
was  merely  a  ftraight  Hone  wall, 
in  many  places  much  out  of  repair, 
without  guns,  embrazures,  flank¬ 
ing  towers,  or  any  other  requisite 
to  make  it  a  place  of  flrength.  It 
is  fuffieient,  however,  for  the  pur- 
poles  of  its  ppffeffor.  I  was  in¬ 
formed  it  was  a  fquare,  and  that  the 
other  lidcs  correfponded  with  the 
.  one  we  entered  at.  When  we  came  to 
the  gate,  we  waited  half  an  hour  in 
an  hovel;  the  gate  and  wall  were  en¬ 
tirely  without  guards,  and  the  ground 
within  laid  out  in  paddy-fields. 
We  then  proceeded  on  about  half  a 

JL 

mile.,  when  we  alighted  at  the  houfe 
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of  the  kind’s  fon-in-law,  where  we 
(laid  about  half  an  hour,  and  par¬ 
took  of  fome  beetle.  He  then  con¬ 
ducted  us  to  a  houfe  near  his  own, 
which,  he  faid,  was  alloted  for  our 
refidence.  He  requefted  to  fee  what 
we  had  brought  for  the  king,  which 
we  fhewcd  him.  The  king,  he 
faid,  would  grant  us  an  audience 
next  morning  ;  afterwards  he  took 
his  leave. 

By  fix  o’clock  next  morning,  a 
meflage  was  brought  us,  that  Ids 
majefty  was  ready  to  receive  us. 
We  then  attended  our  conductor  for 
near  a  mile,  till  we  came  in  light 
of  the  palace  from  an  eminence  ; 
here  we  were  dcfired  to  difmifs  all 
our  attendants,  and  to  leave  our 
fwords,  as  it  was  never  permitted 
to  any  body  to  enter  into  the  pre¬ 
fence  with  arms.  Thefe  prelimi¬ 
naries  adjufted,  we  advanced  to¬ 
wards  the  palace.  In  the  front 
were  drawn  up  two  ranks  of  men, 
confifting  of  100  each,  with  fpears, 
pikes,  halberts,  &c,  of  various 
fafhions,  with  fome  banners  flying, 
and  from  within  appeared  the  muz¬ 
zles  of  two  long  brafs  cannon.  In 
the  middle  of  a  gravelled  terrace, 
in  front  of  the  palace,  was  laid  the 
prefents  I  brought.  As  foon  as  we 
afcended  this  terrace,  the  mandarin, 
our  conductor,  told  us  to  make  our 
obeifance  in  the  fame  manner  he 
did,  which  confided  in  proftrating 
himfelf  three  times  with  his  fore¬ 
head  to  the  ground.  This  mode  of 
falutation,  however,  appearing  to 
us  rather  too  humiliating,  we  con¬ 
tented  ourfelves  with  making  as 
many  bows,  after  the  Englifh 
fafhion.  We  mounted  half  a  dozen 
Heps  to  the  apartment  his  majeily 
and  his  court  were  aifembled  in  : 
It  was  open  in  the  front  and  at 
the  Tides,  the  roof  tiled  and  con- 
ftrufted  in  the  Cochin  Chinefe 
iafnion,  fupported  by  fine  wooden 


pillars,  the  back  part  wainfeotted  ; 
againft  this  was  placed  the  throne, 
which  rofe  two  or  three  Heps  above 
the  floor  of  the  apartment ;  and  on 
the  eminence  flood  an  arm  chair, 
painted  red,  and  ornamented  with 
the  heads  of  dragons,  in  which  the 
king  fat,  having  before  him  a  frnall 
table  covered  with  a  red  filk  cufhion, 
wrought  with  gold  flowers,  for  him 
to  lean  upon.  On  each  fide  the 
throne  was  placed  a  chair ;  in  one 
was  feated  his  brother,  the  other 
was  empty,  and,  as  I  underftood, 
belonged  to  another  brother,  who 
was  then  at  Donai.  Several  rows 
of  benches  were  behind  thefe,  and 
upon  them  were  feated  the  man-, 
darins  according  to  their  rank. 
The  kino;  was  clothed  in  a  robe 
of  filk*  of  a  deep  yellow*  upon 
which  dragons  and  other  figures 
were  wrought  in  gold  ;  upon  his 
head  he  wore  a  kind  of  clofe  cap 
turned  up  behind,  the  front  orna¬ 
mented  with  fome  jewels,  and  on 
the  top  of  it  was  a  large  red  ftone, 
through  which  palled  a  wire,  railing 
it  a  few  inches,  which  fhook  and 
fpangled  as  he  moved  himfelf.  The 
mandarins  were  many  of  them  clad 
in  gowns  of  fiik  of  different  co¬ 
lours,  adorned  with  dragons,  and 
their  caps  with  flowers  of  gold  or 
gilt.  Round  their  waills  they  wore 
girdles,  fome  of  which  Were  cover¬ 
ed  with  fcarlet  broad-cloth,  fas¬ 
tened  with  clafps  of  gold,  and  de¬ 
corated  with  cornelian  Hones  fet  in 
the  fame  metal.  Upon  the  whole, 
their  appearance  was  a  fine  one  : 
and  although  the  feene  wanted  many 
of  the  requifites  which  conftitute 
grandeur  and  magnificence  amongft 
other  eallern  princes,  as  a  profufioti 
of  jewels,  carpets,  attendants,  &c. 
the  regularity  and  decorum  obferved 
here  prefented  one  with  fome  ade¬ 
quate  ideas  of  a  powerful  fovereign. 
furrounded  by  his  court.  In  the 

2  front 
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front  was  placed  a  bench  for  me 
and  my  companions,  where  we  were 
feated  next  to  the  king's  fon. in¬ 
law. 

I  then,  through  the  interpreter, 
addreffed  myfelf  to  the  king,  tell- 
imr  him  that  t4'  I  was  a  fervant  of 

O 

the  Englifh  government  in  Bengal, 
from  whence  I  had  been  deputed  to 
fettle  a  commercial  and  friendly  in- 
tercourfe  with  the  inhabitants  of 
Cochin  China.”  He  faid,  “  that 
the  fame  of  the  Englifh  exploits  at 
fea  had  reached  him,  and  that  he 
had  heard  they  exceeded  all  other 
nations  in  the  number  of  their  fhips, 
and  excelled  in  the  management  of 
them  j  but  they  made  an  ill  ufe  of 
the  advantage,  for  he  had  aifo  been 
Informed  that  they  indiferiminately 
attacked  and  plundered  whatfoever 
veffels  they  met  with :  That  he 
was  very  willing  to  permit  the 
Englilh  to  trade  to  his  ports  ;  and 
hoped  that  they  in  return  would 
not  moleft  his  galleys,  boats,  or 
other  veffels,’*  I  replied,  ({  that 
the  firit  part  of  his  information,  re- 
fpedting  the  power  of  the  Englifh 
Iby  fea,  was  ftrkftly  true  ;  bur  the 
latter  was  abfolutely  falfe,  and  ihuft 
have  been  infinuated  to  him  by 
thofe  who  were  jealous  of  our  pro¬ 
sperity,  and  wifhed  to  give  him 
an  unfavourable  and  unjuft  opinion 
of  us :  That  the  Englilh  were,  at 
the  prefent  time,  at  peace  with  all 
foreign  nations,  and  that  their  (hips 
reported  to  almoit  all  the  par's  in 
the  known  world,  where  their 
merchants  were  renowned  for  their 
probity  and  the  fairnefs  of  their 
dealings.”  Ke  then  acquainted  me 
that  the  Englilh  might  trade  to  his 
ports;  and,  after  fome  explanation, 
it  was  at  length  fettled,  tba.  ior 
veffels  of  three  mails  7000  quans 
fhould  be  paid,  (they  allowed  us 
five  quans  lor  a  Spanifh  dollar,)  for 


thofe  of  two  mails  f  000,  and 
fmaller  ones  2000  quans  each. 

His  majefty  foon  after  withdrew 
to  his  private  houfe,  where  we 
were  fhortly  afterwards  requefted 
to  attend  him.  Divefted  of  his 
robes  and  cap  of  ftate,  and  having 
on  a  plain  filk  jacket  buttoned  with 
fmall  diamonds,  and  a  piece  of  red 
fdk  wrapped  round  his  head  in  the 
form  of  a  turban,  here  our  con- 
verfation  was  general ;  he  began 
with  repeating  his  good  intentions 
towards  the  Englilh,  and  how  de- 
iirous  he  was  of  connecting  himfelf 
with  us.  That  although,  to  fatfe 
appearances  before  his  council,  he 
had  mentioned  a  fum  of  money  to 
be  paid  by  our  fhips  for  the  liberty 
of  trading,  yet  to  procure  the 
friendfhip  of  the  Englifti  nation, 
he  would  never  exadt  it  from  them, 
but  would  fhew  them  every  indul¬ 
gence  in  his  power.  He  enume¬ 
rated  the  articles  produced  in  his 
country,  as  pepper,  cardemoms, 
cinnamon,  aguia-wood,  elephants* 
teeth,  tin,  and  many  others,  which, 
he  faid,  the  ignorance  of  his  people 
prevented  them  from  making  the 
moil  of ;  and  that  for  this  reafon, 
as  well  as  for  inftrudling  his  people 
in  the  art  of  war,  he  earneftiy  de- 
lired  that  the  Governor  of  Bengal 
would  fend  him  fome  capable  per- 
fon. 

He  then  difclofed  fome  of  his 
future  defigns  to  me  ;  they  were  no 
lefs  than  to  fubdue  the  kingdom  of 
Cambodia,  with  the  whole  penin- 
fula  as  far  as  Siam,  and  the  pro¬ 
vinces  belonging  to  Cochin  China, 
to  the  north,  now  in  the  hands  of 
the  Tonquinefe.  To  effect.  thefe, 
he  wifhed  for  the  afliftance  of  fome 
Englilh  veffels,  in  recompence  for 
which  he  would  make  them  fuch 
grants  of  land  for  fettlements  as 
they  might  think  proper. 

I  pro- 
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I  proinifed  him  faithfully  to  re¬ 
port  vvhat  he  had  laid  to  the  go¬ 
vernor-general  in  Bengal.  He  par¬ 
ticularly  requeued,  amongft  other 
things,  that  1  would  procure  a 
horfe  to  be  fent  him,  cod  what  it 
would,  by  the  firft  veflfel  ro  Cochin 
China,  of  i  bay  colour.  After  being 
treated  with  tea  and  beetle,  we 
took  our  leave.  In  the  evening 
he  fent  me  three  papers ;  one  fealed 
with  the  great  feal  of  the  kingdom, 
fet  forth  the  conditions  upon  which 
Envlifh  (hips  were  to  trade  to  his 
dominions  ;  the  other  two  were 
fealed  with  a  fmaller  feal ;  one  de- 
feribes  the  horfe,  &c.  the  other 
contains  his  licence  for  vifiting  any 
of  his  ports. 

The  next  morning  we  fet  out  on 
our  return  to  the  veffel.  We  reach¬ 
ed  Quinion  the  fame  day  (July  2b), 
and  in  two  days  after  failed  for 
Turon.  Upon  the  road  coming 
from  court,  we  were  paiTed  by  his 
majefty,  who  was  going,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  fome  bad  news  from  his 
fleet  at  Donai,  to  perform  a  facri- 
flee  at  a  temple  fituated  in  the  bay 
our  veffels  lay  in.  He  travelled  in 
a  neat  palanquin,  diftinguifhed  by 
its  being  red,  which  colour  no  fub- 
jetft  is  allowed  to  ufe  in  drefs  or 
equipage.  The  ceremony,  I  was 
informed,  con  lilted  chiefly  in  bow¬ 
ing  his  head  to  the  ground,  and 
facriflcing  a  buffalo. 

Ienaack  himfelf  is  allowed  to 

O 

have  abilities ;  but  thefe  are  iil 
feconded  by  the  mandarins  who 
govern  under  him  ;  they  are  all 
low,  illiterate  men.  Famine,  and 
its  attendant,  peftilence,  have  de- 
flroyed  one  half  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  country.  Shocking  are  the 
accounts  of  the  methods  taken  by 
the  remainder  to  preferve  a  mifer- 
able  exiftence  :  at  Hue,  the  capital, 
though  in  poflfeffion  of  the  Tonqui- 
nefe,  and  better  fupplied  than  any 
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other  place,  human  fiejh  nvas  pub - 
hcly  fold.  in  the  market . 

The  force  of  Ignaack  by  land 
is  very  inconfiderable,  and  io  de¬ 
ficient  in  the  military  art,  that  I 
may  fafely  aver  that  300  dif- 
ciplined  men  would  rout  his  whole 
army.  His  marine  force,  confin¬ 
ing  of  a  few  galleys  and  fome  junks 
feized  from  the  Chinefe,  is  almoft 
as  defpicable.  Finally,  his  go¬ 
vernment  is  held  in  the  utmoft  de- 
teftation;  yet  the  fpirits  of  the 
people  are  fo  broken  by  the  various 
calamities  they  have  been  affiiCied 
with,  that  they  want  courage  to 
reflft  it  effectually.  Many  of  his 
foldiers,  and  almoft  all  principal 
people  I  met  with,  openly  declared 
to  me,  how  relu&antly  they  fub- 
rnit,  and  expreffed  their  wifhes  that 
the  Englifh  would  take  them  under 
their  protection  ;  alluring  us  that 
upon  the  leaft  appearance  of  a  force, 
the  whole  country  would  fly  to  join 
them. 

About  two  degrees  to  the  north 
of  Quinion  lies  an  ifland  called 
Pulo  Canton,  and  between  thirty 
and  forty  minutes  north  of  this, 
another  named  Pulo  Campella  ;  the 
latter  poiTefles  a  convenient  place 
for  the  fhips  to  anchor  in,  and 
other  advantages.  Upon  the  con¬ 
tinent  opposite  to  this  iiiand  is 
the  entrance  of  a  river,  by  which 
the  junks  go  up  to  Faifo ;  and 
there  is  a  branch  of  it  which  falls 
into  the  harbour  of  Turon. 

We  anchored  in  Turon  Bay  the 
2d  of  Auguft.  Having  obtained 
per  million,  I  hired  a  houfc  in  the 
village  of  Turon.  There  are  the 

O 

remains  of  feveral  large  and  good 
houfes  here,  which  had  been  de- 
ftroyed  in  the  late  troubles.  The 
land  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
village  was  cultivated  with  rice, 
brinjalls,  and  fome  fweet  potatoes ; 
the  country  farther  back  feemed 

entirely 
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entirely  negledled  ;  covered,  how¬ 
ever,  in  feveral  places  with  groves 
of  oranges,  limes,  jacks,  plantains, 
and  bamboos,  in  mod;  of  which 
were  the  remains  of  dwelling- houfes. 
When  I  had  been  here  three  or  four 
days,  the  mandarin  who  governs 
the  province  of  Cham,  on  the  part 
of  Ignaack,  came  down  the  river, 
attended  by  four  gallies,  rowing 
between  40  and  5  0  oars  each,  and 
landed  at  a  houfe  on  the  oppofite 
fide  to  where  I  lived ;  the  fame 
day  he  fent  to  know  when  he  fhould 
wait  on  me  ?  I  chofe,  however,  to 
be  firfl  to  make  this  compliment, 
and  eroded  the  river  in  one  of  his 
galleys  for  that  purpofe.  He  re¬ 
ceived  me  in  great  form,  himfelf 
feated  on  a  bench  placed  on  an 
eminence,  the  inferior  mandarins 
and  foldiers,  to  a  confiderable  num¬ 
ber,  placed  on  each  fide  of  him. 
This  being  the  mandarin  with 
whom  the  difpute  had  happened  the 
preceding  year,  (after  prefenting 
him  the  pafTport  I  had  received 
from  the  king,)  I  begged  he  would 
inform  me  how  it  had  arifen,  and 
the  catife  of  his  feverity  to  the 
people  who  had  fallen  into  his 
hands.  .  He  replied,  (<  that  the 
commander  of  the  Englifh  (hip  had 
been  prevailed  on  by  fome  man¬ 
darins  of  the  former  government, 
then  in  arms  at  Turon,  to  aflift 
them  with  men  and  arms  ;  and  that 
the  ihip’s  boat  being  fent  up  the 
river  with  them,  had  been  attacked 
by  his  people  and  taken  ;  that  fome 
of  the  crew  were  killed,  fome 
jumped  into  the  river  and  were 
dr o weed,  and  fome  fled  into  the 
woods,  where  they  perifhed  with 
hunger.’ J  He  then  gave  me  a 
licence  for  trading,  itrictly  enjoin,. 


ing  all  perfons  to  pay  for  what 
they  purchafed,  and  in  no  wife  to 
moleft  or  ill  treat  us.  After  he  had 
given  me  an  invitation  to  vifit 
him  at  Faifo,  I  took  my  leave,  and 
he  returned  the  fame  night. 

The  18  th  I  fet  out  for  Faifo. 
At  one  of  the  places  where  wc 
flopped  to  give  an  account  who  we 
were,  we  found  ourfelves  under  a 
high  mountain,  part  of  which  im¬ 
pended  over  the  river,  and  it  feeni. 
ed  ready  to  tumble  and  bury  us 
under  its  ruins.  It  was  a  large 
mountain  of  white  marble,  fituate 
on  a  low  plain,  dole  to  the  wafer 
fide,  unconnected  with  any  of  the 
diftant  hills.  We  could  perceive 
feveral  cracks  and  holes  in  the  body 
of  the  mountain,  and  round  it  were 
lying  fome  vaft  fragments.  The 
eye,  in  wandering  over  it,  prefented 
the  fancy  with  the  ideas  of  pillars, 
houfes,  towers,  &c.  ;  near  it  were  a 
few  huts,  inhabited  by  ftone-eutters  ; 
I  did  not  fee  any  other  fpeeimens 
of  their  ingenuity  than  peftles  and 
mortars  of  different  flzes.  On  our 
arrival  at  Faifo,  we  were  furprifed 
to  find  the  recent  ruins  of  a  large 
city  *,  the  flreets  laid  out  on  a  re¬ 
gular  plan,  paved  with  flat  ftone, 
and  well  built  brick  houfes  on  each 
fide.  But  alas  !  there  was  now 
little  more  remaining  than  the  out¬ 
ward  walls,  within  which,  in  a  few 
places,  you  might  behold  a  wretch 
who  formerly  was  the  pofleflbr  of  a 
palace,  fheltcring  himfelf  from  the 
weather  in  a  miferable  hut  of  ftraw 
and  bamboos.  The  temples  and 
their  gods,  however,  were  no  fur¬ 
ther  molefled  than  in  being  robbed 
of  their  bells,  which  were  feized 
for  the  purpofe  of  being  coined 
into  money.  After  taking  fome  re- 

fiefhment 


*  It  was  taken  and  deftroved  by  one  of  Ignaack’s  generals ;  before  that  it  was  <* 
place  of  very  great  trade,  and  furnifhed  cargoes  of  fugar,  cinnamon,  pepper,  &c.  to 
hundreds  of  junks  which  rqiorted  thither  from  all  the  lea  coafls  of  China  and  Japan* 
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frefhment  at  Faifo,  I  fet  out  for  the 
jrefidence  of  the  mandarin,  which 
was  within  an  inclofure  formed  by 
driving  ftrong  ftakes  into  the 
ground,  intermixed  with  bamboos 
growing  ;  and  for  forne  diftance 
round  it,  (hort  pointed  bamboos 
were  driven  obliquely  into  the 
ground,  as  if  deftgned  to  keep  off 
cavalry.  The  houfe  was  fpacious, 
partly  confiding  of  brick  and  partly 
of  thatch  and  bamboos.  This  man¬ 
darin  was  almoft  as  well  attended 
as  his  maker  Ignaack  ;  fev'eral  of 
his  people  were  well  dreffed,  and 
had  fwords  in  their  hands ;  the 
hilts  and  fcabbards  were  ornamented 
with  plates  of  beaten  gold.  My 
converfation  with  the  mandarin 
was  but  fhort ;  I  was  informed  that 
he  was  an  illiterate  man,  and  had 
the  character  of  being  cruel  and 
oppreflive*.  I  ff aid  only  one  dav, 
and  returned  to  the  velfel,  being 
now  the  l  bth  of  Auguft. 

On  my  arrival  on  board  the 
Amaxony  I  was  vifited  by  a  Por¬ 
tuguese  merchant  juft  come  from 
Hue,  the  capital  of  Cochin  China. 
He  told  me  he  was  charged  with  a 
verbal  invitation  to  me  from  the 
Tonquinefe  viceroy,  to  proceed  thi¬ 
ther,  anddifpofe  of  any  articles  of 
trade  we  might  have  remaining. 


Having  previoufly  difpatched  my 
writer  and  Mr.  Moniz  with  a  let¬ 
ter  to  the  Tonquinefe  mandarin, 
requefting  this  favour,  and  hearing 
that  there  was  but  a  fmall  depth  of 
water  upon  the  bar  of  Hue  river, 
I  propofed  to  the  commander  of  the 
Jenny  to  go  in  his  veffel,  which 
might  give  him  an  opportunity  of 
difpofing  of  his  inveftment.  Pie 
confented  ;  and  leaving  the  Amazon. 
in  Turon  Bay,  I  embarked,  with 
Mr.  Bayard,  the  1 8th  of  Auguft. 
We  anchored  in  the  Bay  of  Chimay, 
which  is  the  boundary  of  the  Ton¬ 
quinefe  poffeftions  ;  here  I  was  met 
by  my  writer,  accompanied  by  a 
mandarin,  named  Qng-ta-hia,  with 
an  anfwer  to  my  letter,  containing 
the  permiffion  of  the  viceroy  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Hue.  When  we  came  to 
the  entrance  of  the  river,  the  man¬ 
darin  Rationed  there  came  on  board 
in  a  galley,  with  a  number  of 
foldiers,  and  undertook  to  pilot  the 
veffel  in. 

Two  days  afterwards,  I  pro¬ 
ceeded  up  to  the  town.  Towards  the 
fea  the  land  was  fandy  and  barren, 
but  on  advancing,  the  feene  gra¬ 
dually'  changed,  the  lands  put  on 
every  appearance  of  fertility,  and 
we  faw  the  huibandmen  on  the 
banks  bufied  in  cultivation.  Abreaft 

of 


*  The  following  inftance  of  almoft  unparalleled  cruelty  and  perfidy  was  related  to 
rne  at  Faifo:  “  Ihere  was  a  certain  cl t Rant  relation  ol  ihe  royal  family,  who  lived 
in  difguife  in  that  part  of  Cochin  China  pofleffed  by  the  Tonquinefe,  with  whom 
this  mandarin  had  fome  acquaintance.  He  made  it  a  pretence  to  fend  him  a  preffing 
invitation  to  come  and  relide  under  his  protection,  with  his  family  and  dependants; 
not  only  alluring  him  of  perfonal  fecurity,  but  promifing  him  his  friendfhip.  The 
poor  man,  deceived  by  thefe  ipecious  piofelhons  of  perlonal  regard,  fet  out  with  his 
wife,  his  children,  and  the  reft  of  his  family,  to  a  conliderable  number.  When  arrived 
in  1  uron  Bay,  he  procured  an  expeditious  conveyance  to  the  mandarin’s  refidence, 
leaving  his  family  to  follow  him  in  their  boats.  He  was  received  by  the  mandarin 
apparently  with  the  higheft  marks  of  fatisfaCtion  and  regard.  They  partook  of  a  re¬ 
pail  together,  and  when  it  was  fimftied,  the  mandarin  told  him  his  attendants  would 
conduct  him  to  a  houfe  he  had  prepared  for  his  reception  ;  but  he  had  no  fooner  puffed 
the  threfhold,  than  he  was  ieized  by  Ins  foldiers,  and  had  his  head  immediately  fevered 
from  his  body.  Pie  then  embarked  in  one  of  his  galleys  to  meet  the  family.  As 
foon  as  he  had  reached  their  boats,  he  caufed  the  women  and  children  to  be  bound 
together  and  thrown  into  the  river,  feizmg  all  that  they  had  brought  with  them  for 
his  own  ufe. 
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of  the  town,  twenty-five  Chinefe 
junks  were  at  anchor  ;  innumerable 
country  boats  were  paiiing  and  repair¬ 
ing,  and  the  lhore  was  thronged  with 
people.  We. landed  at  Ong-ta-hia’s 
houfe  ;  it  was  the  refort  of  the  Chi¬ 
nefe,  as  his  office  confided  in  re¬ 
porting  the  arrival  of  their  junks, 
and  procuring  them  their  clearances. 
The  next  day  we  vifited  the  viceroy. 
He  refided  at  the  palace  of  the  kings 
of  Cochin  China,  fix  miles  higher 
up  the  river  than  the  town  I  landed 
at.  The  Abbe  Raynal  informs  us 
its  circumference  is  a  league,  and 
the  walls  of  it  planted  v/ith  thou¬ 
sands  of  cannon.  This  defcription 
is  certainly  heightened ;  I  vifited 
it  feveral  times  myfelf,  and  a  per- 
fon  who  accompanied  me  found  an 
opportunity  of  examining  the 
whole.  The  fortification  is  an  ob¬ 
long  fquare,  the  greater  fides  ex¬ 
tending  about  half  a  mile,  the  lelfer 
two-thirds  of  that  diftance.  It  is 
formed  by  a  retaining  wall,  behind 
which  a  rampart  of  earth,  10  or 
3  1  feet  high,  was  thrown  up,  with 
Heps  rifing  to  a  convenient  level 
for  the  difcharge  of  miftile  weapons. 
It  had  no  embrazures,  the  guns 
being  pointed  through  a  kind  of 
port-holes  made  in  the  bottom  of 
the  retaining  walls.  The  number 
mounted  was  about  69  ;  the  large!! 
nine-pounders.  For  fix  or  eight 
feet  without  the  wall,  fhort  pointed 
bamboos,  from  fix  to  twelve  inches 
long,  were  driven  obliquely  into 
the  ground  ;  beyond  thefe  was  a 
ditch,  eight  feet  wide,  and  as  many 
in  depth,  fenced  with  bamboos 
growing,  which  was  fucceeded  by 
another  fpace  with  pointed  ones 
driven  in  the  ground,  and  the 
whole  en  com  pa  (led  by  a  low  chec- 
quered  bamboo  rail.  1  he  ground 
within  the  fort  was  divided  by  a 
number  of  brick  walls,  meeting  at 
right  angles,  and  forming  fquares  y 


fome  were  allotted  to  the  holding 
markets,  others  to  granaries,  quar¬ 
ters  for  the  fold'ers,  ftables  for 
horfes,  elephants,  &c.  The  whole 
was  much  out  of  repair. 

The  palace  deferved  the  name  of 
a  good  lower-roomed  houfe.  The 
building  was  laid  out  in  fpacious 
verandahs  and  private  rooms.  In 
one  of  the  verandahs  I  was  intro¬ 
duced  to  the  viceroy  ;  I  found  him 
fvvinging  in  a  net  hammock,  extend¬ 
ed  between  one  of  the  piilars  and 
the  wainfeot  of  the  inner  apart¬ 
ments.  He  was  a  venerable  old! 
man,  about  fixty  years  of  age,  fiver 
beard,  and  moll  engaging  manners. 
His  drefs  was  plain  and  fimple, 
confifting  of  a  loofe  gown  of 
black  glazed  linen,  with  large 
ileeves,  and  black  fdk  cap,  and 
fandals  on  his  feet.  I  acquainted 
him  with  my  bufinefs  in  Cochin 
China,  much  in  the  fame  terms  I 
had  madeufeof  to  Ignaack.  I  then 
requefted  he  would  receive  the  pre¬ 
fers  I  brought  him,  as  a  final!  token 
of  my  refpeCl.  He  then  defeended 
from  his  net,  and  feated  himfelf 
upon  the  ground.  He  approved  of 
iny  propofal  to  form  a  commercial 
rntercourfe  with  his  nation,  and 
would  promote  it  all  in  hH  power. 
He  then  inquired  feveral  particulars 
refpedting  the  nation  I  belonged  to ; 
as  our  force  by  fea  and  land,  our 
commerce,  cuftoms,  and  religion. 
He  alfo  examined  our  hats,  fwords, 
and  other  parts  of  our  drefs,  very 
minutely.  He  then  requefted  us  to 
partake  of  a  repaft,  confiding  prin¬ 
cipally  of  minced  fowls,  vegetables, 
pork,  buffalo  beef,  fifh,  rice, 
fwcetmeats,  tea,fpirits,  &c.  •  during 
which  feveral  war  elephants  were 
brought  into  an  area  fronting  the 
verandah,  where  fome  figures  re- 
prefendng  Tokliers  were  placed  in 
ranks  ;  thefe  the  elephants  attacked 
with  great  fury,  feized  them  with 
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their  trunks,  toffed  them  in  the  air, 
and  trampled  them  under  their  feet. 
Some  foldiers  were  employed  in 
(hooting  at  a  butt,  with  long  match¬ 
locks,  which  had  fwivek  and 
three-legged  (lands  to  (ire  them  on. 
After  a  renewal  of  his  profeffions  of 
friendfhip  and  regard,  we  (lood  up 
to  depart  ;  he  ordered  all  the  man¬ 
darins  who  were  with  him  to  at¬ 
tend  me  to  the  general’s,  to  whom 
it  was  neceffary,  he  faid,  I  (hould 
make  a  vifit  whenever  I  came  to 
him.  He  then  forced  our  accept¬ 
ance  of  two  ingots  of  (liver,  as  an 
equivalent  for  the  prefent  (a  gold 
repeating  watch,  fet  with  a  few  (mall 
diamonds,  emeralds,)  I  had  made  to 
him,  and  we  departed. 

Attended  by  a  numerous  train  of 
mandarins,  who  marched  before 
and  behind  us  in  ranks,  we  prefented 
ourfelves  at  the  gate  of  Quan-jam- 
Quen,  who  is  an  eunuch,  and  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  fleet  and 
army.  Half  an  hour  elapfed  ere 
we  were  ufhered  into  a  large  hall  ; 
we  feated  ourfelves  upon  fome 
chairs,  placed  for  us  before  a  rattan 
fcreen,  from  behind  which  a  Ihrill 
voice  called  our  attention  to  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  our  vifit.  He  did  not,  how¬ 
ever,  become  vifible  till  the  com-, 
mon  queftions  were  palled,  and  I 
had  acquainted  him  with  the  rea- 
fons  of  my  coming  to  Cochin  China. 
The  fcreen  was  then  turned  up,  and 
a  glimmering  light,  diffufed  from  a 
finall  waxen  taper,  difclofed  to  our 
view,  not  the  delicate  form  of  a 
woman  the  found  had  conveyed  the 
idea  of,  but  that  of  a  monfter,  dif- 
guftful  and  horrible  to  behold.  He 
was  fitting  in  a  kind  of  boarded 
(hrine,  in  form  like  a  clothes-prefs. 
He  was  fhort  in  ilature,  which  was, 
however,  amply  made  up  to  him  in 
bulk ;  and  I  may  venture  to  affirm 
he  meafurel  an  ell  over  the  (boul¬ 
ders,  Gre.it  flaps  hung  down  from 


his  cheeks,  and  his  little  twinkling 
eyes  were  fcarcely  to  be  difcerned 
for  the  Hat  folds,  which  formed 
deep  recedes  around  them.  He  hard¬ 
ly  appeared  civil,  and  received  my 
prefent  with  indifference.  In  my 
fubfequent  vifits  I  found  he  was  a 
great  pedant,  and  valued  himfelf 
much  on  his  knowledge  of  books. 

A  month  elapfed  in  a  mutual  in- 
tercourfe  of  civilities.  I  had  hither¬ 
to  refided  in  the  houfe  of  Ong-ta- 
hia,  but  finding  it  inconvenient,  I 
made  repeated  applications  to  him 
for  a  feparate  one.  He  as  oftea 
evaded  complying,  and  by  his  un¬ 
derhand  influence  prevented  my 
hiring  one.  He  was  afraid,  lhould 
he  fuifer  me  to  remove  from  under 
his  own  eye,  fome  parts  of  the  un- 
reafonable  profits  he  hoped  from  his 
connection  with  us  might  efcape 
him  ;  and  his  unwillingnefs  to  dis¬ 
charge  the  amount  of  his  purchafes 
that  he  had  made  from  us,  may  be 
confidered  as  the  (irft  caufes  leading 
to  the  troubles  we  were  afterwards 
involved  in.  As  I  found  this  man 
was  the  particular  agent  of  the 
eunuch,  I  made  him  feveral  con- 
liderable  prefents,  but  all  inadequate 
to  the  fatisfying  his  rapacity. 

The  latter  end  of  September  the 
rains  were  fo  heavy,  and  the  floods 
came  down  with  fo  much  violence 
from  the  mountains,  that  almoft  the 
whole  town  was  overflowed  in  one 
night,  during  which  the  noife 
made  by  the  rufhing  of  the  water 
through  the  (Ireets,  and  the  cries  of 
the  people  removing  their  effects, 
was  horrible  and  alarming  beyond 
idea.  In  the  morning  great  num¬ 
bers  of  boats  were  pafting  in  the 
ftreets.  Notwithstanding  thefe 
floods  happen  feveral  times  during 
the  periodical  rains,  few  precautions 
are  taken  by  the  inhabitants  to  fe- 
cure  themfelves  againfl  the  fome- 
times  melancholy  confequences ;  and 
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the  government  is  To  abfurd  as  not 
to  allow  an  upper  roomed  houfe  to 
any  one  but  their  fovereigri. 

Attention  to  our  health  obliged 
me  to  be  urgent  with  Ong-ta-hia 
for  his  confent  to  remove  to  a  drier 
fituation  ;  and  the  application  ap¬ 
parently  reconciled  him  to  it.  It 
was  only  in  appearance  ;  for  in  three 
days  after,  a  young  man,  who, 
with  his  father,  ferved  me  as  lin- 
guifts,  complained  to  me  that  he 
had  been  feverely  beaten  by  Ong- 
ta-hia  for  being  inftrumentai  in  my 
leaving  his  houfe.  The  following 
day  I  was  alarmed  by  the  fame  per- 
fons,  of  his  going  to  put  to  death 
two  of  my  people.  I  immediately 
haftened  to  his  houfe,  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Totty,  and  found  them 
bufied  in  binding  a  poor  fick  French¬ 
man,  and  a  cook  belonging  to  Capt. 
Hutton,  to  the  pillars  of  the  houfe. 
Ong-ta-hia  was  Handing  with  a 
drawn  fword,  and  foaming  at  the 
mouth  with  paffion.  I  requefted  to 
know  the  reafonfor  fuchconduT,but 
he  replied  not,  and  withdrew.  I  af¬ 
terwards  found  it  was  in  confe- 
quence  of  fome  trifling  difference 
between  the  Frenchman  and  a  wo¬ 
man  in  the  bazar  who  fold  eggs. 
The  doftor  and  myfelf  releafed  the 
prifoners  without  any  oppofition, 
promifing  that  they  fliould,  never- 
thelefs,  be  delivered  up  to  the  vice¬ 
roy  for  an  invelligation  of  their 
eonduT;  which  being  done,  a  de~ 
cifion  was  given  in  our  favour.  No 
redrefs,  however,  was  to  be  ob¬ 
tained.  About  this  time  I  received 
a  letter  from  Captain  Maclennan, 
acquainting  me  that  the  bad  ftate  of 
his  health  had  led  him  to  refolve  on 
bringing  the  veil'd  up  to  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  that  he  might  land 
and  try  the  benefit  of  a  change  of 
air.  I  was  exceedingly  ferry  that 
Captain  Mac len nan’s  health  fliould 
render  fo  imprudent  a  ftep  neceflary. 


I  was  convinced  it  would  alarm  thfi 
government.  I  haftened  to  the 
viceroy  and  eunuch,  and  acquainted 
them  with  thecaufe  of  her  approach  ; 
notwithftanding  which,  a  parade  of 
guards  was  made,  and  a  number  of 
precautions  taken. 

The  Amazon  anchored  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river.  The  captain  came  on 
Ihore,  but  in  fuch  a  fituation  as  to 
preclude  all  hopes  of  his  recovery. 
Having  been  given  over  by  our 
furgeon,  he  tried  the  phylicians  of 
the  country.  All  was  in  vain,  and 
Captain  Maclennan  breathed  his 
laft  the  sd  of  October.  The  7  th  of 
the  fame  month  was  fixed  for  his 
funeral,  and  early  in  the  morning  we 
aflembled  to  attend  it.  The  Por- 
tugueze  burial-ground,  where  I  pur- 
chafed  permiflion  to  depofit  his  re¬ 
mains,  was  at  the  diftance  of  feven 
or  eight  hours  journey.  The  beau¬ 
ty  of  the  country  round  this  fpot 
was  not  to  be  equalled  by  that  of 
any  I  had  before  feen  in  the  Eaft. 

The  behaviour  of  the  Chinefe 
had  latterly  been  very  fufpicious. 
On  my  firit  arrival,  they  fuppofed 
I  was  come  with  a  force  to  avenge 
the  wrongs  done  to  the  Englilh  fliip 
the  year  before,  by  the  mandarin 
commanding  at  Turon,  and  Teemed 
to  vie  with  each  other  in  fupport- 
ing  any  defigns  I  might  have  either 
againfi:  the  Tyfons  or  the  Ton- 
quinefe  themfelves,  from  the  hope" 
of  coming  in  for  a  fnare  of  the  plun¬ 
der,  which  would  compenfate  them 
for  the  Ioffes  they  before  had  fuftain- 
ed.  Difappointed  by  the  repeated 
declarations  of  my  intentions  being 
entirely  pacific,  they  were  afraid  it 
would  prove  to  them  rather  detri¬ 
mental  than  otherwife.  An  altera¬ 
tion  in  their  behaviour  to  us  foon 
became  evident.  They  reprefented 
to  the  mandarins  that  the  Englifli 
were  come  to  deprive  them  of  their 
cc-Mfctry,  and  invented  a  number 
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<&f  falftti&s  the  mo  ft  abfurd  and 
groundlefs.  I  was  frequently  warn¬ 
ed  that  they  intended  to  plunder  us  : 
our  lives  and  property  were  equally 
at  their  mercy.  My  houfe  was 
perpetually  filled  with  mandarins* 
fent  to  hear  and  adjuft  thefe  fabri¬ 
cated  grievances,  from  whence 
there  was  no  other  way  of  diflodging 
them  than  by  prefents  ;  this  in  the 
end  only  proved  an  inducement  to 
frefh  parties  to  vifit  me,  and  fome- 
thing  or  other  was  daily  devifed  to 
give  me  trouble.  I  avoided  every 
thing  I  could  that  might  tend  to 
altercation.  When  I  reprefented 
my  cafe  to  the  viceroy,  he  referred 
me  to  the  eunuch,  and  only  regret- 
ed  his  want  of  power  to  afford  me 
redrefs.  From  the  eunuch,  whofe 
province  it  was  to  adjuft  all  thefe 
differences,  an  accumulation  of  in¬ 
juries  and  infults  was  all  I  could 
procure. 

Things  continued  in  this  dif- 
agreeable  fituation  till  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  November.  The  monfoon 
beat  with  great  violence  on  the 
coaft,  and  our  profpedl  of  getting 
away,  which  we  anxioufly  looked 
for/ was  {till  diftant.  A  few  days 
after  the  veffel  anchored  in  Hue 
river,  the  mandarin  wre  brought 
from  Bengal  left  her,  and  retired 
amongft  fome  of  his  relations,  who 
lived  in  difguife  at  a  fhort  diftance 
from  town.  From  the  time  of  my 
arrival  in  Cochin  China,  I  continued 
to  receive  the  ftrongeft  proofs  of  the 
gratitude  and  attachment  of  this 
poor  man  ;  and  it  will  prefently  ap¬ 
pear  that  we  were  indebted  to  him 
for  the  prefervation  of  our  lives. 

From  the  beginning  of  October  I 
received  frequent  hints  that  the 
government  had  treacherous  de- 
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figns  againft  us  ;  that  the  eunuch, 
our  declared  enemy,  had  brought 
over  a  majority  of  the  council  to 
his  meafures.  On  the  7th  of  No¬ 
vember,  as  myfelf  and  Mr.  Tottjf 
were  fitting  at  breakfaft,  a  meffen- 
ger  came  in  from  our  mandarin, 
and  delired  to  fpeak  with  me  imme¬ 
diately.  He  told  me  that  his  maf- 
ter,  alarmed  at  the  danger  we  wer* 
in,  and  anxious  for  our  prefervation, 
had  fent  him  to  advife  us  to  fecure 
ourfelves  on  board  the  veffel  with¬ 
out  delay.  Fie  added,  that  the 
king  *  of  Tonquin,  inftigated  by 
the  reprefentations  of  the  eunuch, 
had  fent  an  order  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  feize  our  veffel  :  that  the 
mandarins  were  arming  their  gal¬ 
leys,  and  had  ordered  their  troops  to 
be  in  readinefs  for  fervice  ;  and  con¬ 
cluded  by  exhorting  us  to  take  in- 
ftant  meafures  for  our  fecurity. 
This  intelligence  was  prefently  cor¬ 
roborated  by  the  landlord  of  the 
houfe  we  lived  in,  who  informed 
me  that  the  Tonquinefe  had  deter¬ 
mined  to  feize  our  veffel,  and  that 
he  hourly  expedted  a  party  of  fol- 
diers  being  fent  to  fecure  our  per- 
fons. 

Having,  therefore,  put  what  we 
had  moft  valuable  into  a  fmall  coun¬ 
try  boat  1  kept  in  pay,  Mr.  Totty 
and  myfelf,  with  three  or  four  Ben¬ 
gal  fervants  and  fome  Chinefe  row¬ 
ers,  left  town  between  eight  and 
nine  in  the  morning,  and  reached 
the  veffel  at  noon.  The  following 
day,  (Nov.  8th,)  my  writer,  whom 
I  had  left  in  town,  contrived  to 
fend  a  great  part  of  my  baggage  on 
board  the  veffel. 

On  the  9th,  in  the  morning,  five 
Portugueze,  in  confequence  of  our 
fudden  departure,  fled  from  town 
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on  board  our  veffel  for  fafety.  In 
the  evening  they  were  followed  by 
my  writer  and  another  Portugueze, 
difguifed  in  the  habits  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  All  hands  now  joined  in  put¬ 
ting  our  little  bark  in  the  belt  ftate 
of  defence  fhe  would  admit  of.  Our 
force  confifted  of  the  captain  and 
mate,  one  Englifk  failor,  two 
Frenchmen,  two  Portugueze,  and 
thirteen  lafcars,  which,  with  my- 
felf,  the  doctor,  my  writer,  and  our 
fervants,  amounted  to  about  30  per- 
fons.  The  veffel  was  armed  with 
feven  or  eight  old  and  very  bad 
two-pounders,  for  which  we  had 
fcarce  any  {hot,  two  fwivels,  fome 
wall-pieces,  and  twelve  muikets. 

The  10th,  I  fent  to  the  manda¬ 
rin  of  the  look-out  houfe,  juft  op- 
pofite  where  we  lay,  requefting  he 
would  fend  me  a  writer,  as  I  wanted 
to  write  a  letter  to  the  principal 
mandarins.  He  complied.  I  wrote 
to  them  my  reafonfor  leaving  town 
fo  fuddenly,  but  added,  I  did  not 
believe  them  guilty  of  fo  bafe  a 
defign,  though  prudence  required 
me  to  be  on  my  guard  for  our  own 
fafety. 

The  13th,  we  difcovered  fome 
galleys  and  large  boats  come  from 
town,  which  brought  too  at  a  little 
diftance  from  where  we  lay  :  we 
learnt  that  they  were  laden  with 
guns  and  ftores,  to  ered  batteries  to 
prevent  our  efcaping  them. 

The  14th  at  day-break,  we  dif¬ 
covered  two  large  armed  galleys, 
full  of  men,  dropping  down  with 
the  tide,  upon  the  veffel,  as  if  with 
an  intention  of  boarding  us;  we 
hailed  them,  and  defired  them  to 
keep  clear  of  us ;  but  no  anfvver  was 
made.  The  captain  then  requefted 
permiffion  to  fire  at  them ;  the  people 
in  the  forecaftle  accordingly  ftred 
feme  fwivels,  and  two  or  three  guns 
at  them.  Upon  this  the  galleys 
immediately  dropped  their  anchors. 


and  numbers  of  the  people  jumped 
into  the  river.  I  now  determined 
to  follow  up  what  we  had  begun, 
and  ordered  two  jolly-boats  to  be 
manned  and  armed,  and  fent  them 
to  bring  off  the  galleys,  furnifhing 
them  with  a  few  hand-grenades 
each,  which  I  directed  them  to 
throw  into  the  gallies  before  they 
attempted  to  board  them.  Thefe 
directions  being  obferved,  on  the 
burfting  of  the  hand-grenades,  30 
or  40  more  from  each  of  them  jump¬ 
ed  over-board  and  fwam  to  the 
ihore.  Ohr  people  then  towed 
them  off,  together  with  five  others 
which  lay  near  them  ;  all  of  which 
we  deftroyed,  except  one  with  a 
brafs  gun  in  her,  about  a  twelve- 
pounder;  (he  however  foundered,  in 
three  days  after,  in  a  gale  of  wind, 
aftern  of  our  veffel.  The  largeft  of 
thefe  galleys  was  about  50feetlong 
and  12  broad,  armed  with  fpears 
20  feet  long,  and  matchlocks,  with 
great  quantities  of  powder  and 
balls. 

Confcious,  however,  that  they 
were  now  preparing  their  utmoft 
force  to  attack  us,  and  that  the  va- 
rious  meffengers  they  were  fending 
on  pretence  of  making  an  amicable 
adjuftmentof  differences,  were  no¬ 
thing  more  than  fo  many  pretexts 
for  protracting  our  departure,  I  was 
ftill  exceedingly  apprehenfive  for 
the  fafety  of  the  veffel,  in  attempt¬ 
ing  to  crofs  the  bar  at  the  prefent 
inclement  feafon.  From  this  con- 
fideration  I  determined  to  write  to 
the  commander  of  the  Aniazo?i>  to 
come  (if  practicable)  to  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  and  favour  our  efcape, 
or  to  fend  us  his  boat  to  aflift  us  in 
getting  over  the  bar.  On  the  lCth 
I  preffed  a  boat  for  this  purpofe,  and 
difpatched  her  to  the  Amazon, 

The  feven  following  days  the 
weather  was  fo  exceedingly  bad. 
We  began  to  doubt  of  the  boat's 
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being  able  to  reach  Turon.  In  this 
interval  fcveral  meffages  palled  bes 
tween  the  viceroy  and  me.  Heftill 
continued  his  affurances  of  friend- 
ihip,  and  invited  me  to  an  inter¬ 
view.  The  bearers,  however,  as 
regularly  allured  me  of  his  infince- 
jity,  and  informed  me  of  the  prepa¬ 
rations  carrying  on  againft  us ;  and 
that  the  badnefs  of  the  weather  had 
deftroyed  four  fire-floats  they  had 
conftriufted  to  burn  our  veflfel,  and 
which  had  retarded  an  attack  being 
made  on  us ;  that  numbers  of  guns 
were  carried  to  eretft  batteries  at 
*  |he  mouth  of  the  river,  in  order  to 
prevent  our  eroding  the  bar. 

The  24th,  the  weather  being  a 
little  fettled,  we  moved  our  veflel  a 
little  farther  out.  We  now  dif- 
covered  crowds  of  people  on  fliore, 
bulled  in  erecting  batteries,  &c. 
We  fired  fome  (hot  at  them,  but, 
owing  to  the  fmallnefs  of  our  guns, 
gave  them  little  interruption.  At 
iix  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  three 
or  fou  r  guns  began  to  play  upon  us, 
and  continued  till  it  was  dark,  but 
without  any  effeft.  The  boat  now 
arrived  which  I  difpatched  to  Tu¬ 
ron  ;  by  her  I  received  the  guns 
and  (hot  I  had  defired,  with  a  letter 
from  the  captain  of  the  Amazon, 
informing  me  he  had  fent  his  boat, 
with  three  Europeans  and  five  laf- 
cars,  to  o»ur  afliftance,  as  it  was  not 
pofiible  to  come  up  with  his  veflel. 

In  the  aight  I  was  awakened  by 
fome  Ihocku;  of  the  veflel  Ibriking 
the  ground*  I  immediately  went 
ypon  deck.-  The  feene  which  then 
prefen  ted  itfelf  was  difmal  to  the 
laft  degree.  The  heavy  fwell  ha. 
vino-  driven  the  veflel  from  her  an- 

O 

■chors,  flie  wsas  then  thumping  her 
bottom  upont  a  hard  fand.  Not  a 
Angle  perfoit  was  keeping  watch. 
The  captain  and  his  mate,  over¬ 
come  with  fatigue,  were  both  afleep ; 
the  reft  of  the  (hip’s  company,  to 
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fhelter  tliemfel.ves  from  thd  rain, 
were  all  in  the  hold.  The  country 
boat  had  brdke  loofe  from  our  tef- 
fel,  with  two  of  our  people  on  board, 
and  was  never  afterwards  heard  of* 
Being  low  water,  when  the  tide 
rofe  we  fortunately  got  the  veflel 
off  without  damage*  At  day¬ 
break  the  Tonquinefe  began  a 
heavy  fire  at  us ;  their  fhot  flew 
high,  and  the  only  damage  fuf- 
tained  was  in  the.  rigging.  We  re¬ 
turned  their  fire,  but  with  little 
effeft. 

The  26th,  fev6ral  (hot  firuck  the 
velfel’s  hull,  and  one  killed  the 
only  Englifh  failor  we  had  on  board. 
About  noon,  a  cry  of  joy  refound¬ 
ed  from  every  part  of  the  vefielj, 
that  the  Amazon's  boat  was  in  fight. 
But  the  furf  being  fo  exceedingly 
high,  we  almoft  defpaired  of  her 
being  able  to  reach  us.  Unfortu¬ 
nately  Ihe  made  choice  of  a  part  of 
the  channel  where  the  furf  broke 
with  the  greateft  violence,  and  no 
fooner  had  (he  entered  it,  than  (he 
difappeared.  Being  unable  to  af¬ 
ford  them  the  leaft*  afliftance,  we 
concluded  the  whole  boat’s  crew 
mull  perifh.  The  Tonquinefe  ob- 
ferving  this  accident,  elated  with 
joy,  fired  at  us  with  redoubled  fury „ 
In  about  an  hour  the  heads  of  two 
men  were  difeovered  fwimming  to¬ 
wards  the  veflel :  our  boat  inftantly 
put  off  to  meet  them,  and  fhortly 
returned  with  two  Engiifhmen. 
They  informed  me  that  a  Dutch- 
mah  was  loft  in  the  furf,  that  fome 
of  the  lafears  had  reached  the  fliore, 
and  that  the  Tonquinefe,  with  wan¬ 
ton  cruelty,  during  their  perilous 
fltuation,  fired  at  them  with  fmall 
arms. 

The  27th,  all  our  fore-topmaft 
rigging  was  fhot  away  j  one  fhot 
ft  ruck  the  veflel  between  wind  and 
water,  which  however  was  repaired, 
with  fome  difficulty, 
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The  28th,  additional  guns  began 
to  play,  and  feveral  foot  ft  ruck  us 
weighing  nine  pounds.  The  try- 
fail- mail  was  fhot  away  ;  ilie  belt 
bower  cable  ..parted  clofe  to  the 
haufe-hole,  being-  cut  with  a  fhot. 
Our  fituation  now  was  truly 
alarming,  and  the  injury  we  had 
fuftained  was  very  material.  To 
pal's  the  bar,  while  the  wind  was  in 
its  prefen t  direction,  was  impof- 
fible ;  to  return  to  our  former  Na¬ 
tion  in  the  river,  where  the  bat¬ 
teries  would  ft  ill  be  nearer  to  us, 
was  returning  to  inevitable  ruin  ; 
and  to  remain  where  we  were,  ex- 
pofed  to  the  fire  of  nine  or  ten 
pieces  of  cannon,  was  certain  de- 
ftruftion.  Critical  as  our  fituation 
was,  it  was  neceflary  that  Some¬ 
thing  fhould  fpeedily  be  done. 
After  a  confutation,  we  at  leno-th 
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refolved  (though  with  little  hopes 
of  fuccefs,)  to  try  to  bring  about  a 
reconciliation. 

The  29th,  at  day- break,  I  or¬ 
dered  a  white  flag  to  be  hoifted  at 
our  top-gallant-maft-head ;  and  our 
people  beckoned  to  the  Tonqui- 
nefe  to  come  on  board.  They  im¬ 
mediately  pulled  down  their  war 
Eag,  and  beckoned  to  us  in  return. 
The  Tonquinefe,  as  we  fuppofed, 
were  waiting  for  orders  from  town, 
fullered  us  to  remain  unmolefled  the 
whole  day.  In  the  evening  the 
wind  changed,  and.  at  half  pait  nine 
was  at  W.S.W.  Our  anchor  was 
immediately  weighed,  our  fails  fet 
in  the  rnoft  profound  filence,  fleered 
S.  by  E.  through  a  channel  not 
more  than  ()0  yards  wide ;  and, 
notwithflanding  thedarknefs  of  the 
night,  and  the  breakers  Hill  run¬ 
ning  high,  at  half  pad  ten  o’clock 
we  eroded  the  bar.  The  Tonqui¬ 
nefe  then  perceived  we  were  giving 
them  the  flip,  kept  up  a  brilk  fire 
at  us,  till  long  after  we  were  out 

the  reach  of  their  guns,  but  not 


a  fhot  flruck  us.  The  wind  con* 
tinued  favourable  the  whole  night-; 
the  next  morning,  at  eleven  o’clock, 
we  anchored  in  Turon  bay,  at  which 
place  we  repaired  the  Jenny. 

The  18  th  of  December  we  left 
Turon,  when  the  Jenny  was  fepara- 
ted  from  us  in  a  gale  of  wind, 
which  continuing  with  fuch  vio¬ 
lence,  prevented  us  from  again 
touching  at  Cochin  China.  We 
then  bore  away,  and  on  the  2Sd  of 
December  1779,  anchored  in  Ma¬ 
lacca  roads,  failed  from  thence  the 
8th,  and  arrived  at  Calcutta  the  1 6’th 
of  February  following. 

A  Sketch  of  the  Geography  of 
Cochin  China;  some  Parti¬ 
culars  relative  to  the  Manners , 
Cujloms ,  and  Hijlory  of  the  In¬ 
habitants  ;  and  a  few  Co?ifi der¬ 
ations  on  the  Itnportance  of  for?n- 
ing  an  Efabhjhment  in  that 
Country . 

Cochin  China,  called  by  the  na¬ 
tives  Anam,  extends  from  about  the 
20th  degree  of  north  latitude  to 
Pulo  Condore,  which  in  lies  8°40/. 
It  is  bounded  by  the  kingdom  of 
Tonquin  on  the  north,  from  which 
it  is  feparated  by  the  river  Sungen  ; 
by  the  kingdom  of  Laos,  and  by  a 
range  of  mountains,  which  divides 
it  from  Cambodia,  on  the  weft; 
and  by  that  part  of  the  Eaftem 
Ocean,  generally  called  the  China 
Sea,  on  the  fouth  and  eaft. 

The  kingdom  is  divided  into 
twelve  provinces,  all  lying  upon 
the  fea-coaft,  and  fucceeding  each 
other  from  north  to  fouth  in  the 
following  order. 

Ding-oie ,  Cong-bing,  Ding-cat , 
Hue  (or  the  Court),  in  the  poffef- 
flon  of  the  Tonquinefe.  Chain, 
Cong-naif  Quin  ion,  in  the  poflef- 
fion  of  Ignaack.  Phu-yen ,  Bing- 
khang ,  N ah -tong,  Bing-thoam  (or 
Champa J,  dubious  whether  fub- 
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dne.d  by  Ignaack,  or  kill  in  the 
pofleffion  of  the  king.  Donat,  in 
the  poffcftion  of  the  king. 

The  breadth  of  the  country 
bears  no  proportion  to  its  length. 
Few  of  the  provinces  extend  further 
than  a  degree  from  eaft  to  weft, 
fome  lefs  than  20  miles:  Donai, 
which  is  properly  a  province  of 
Cambodia,  is  much  larger. 

The  whole  country  is  interfered 
by  rivers,  which,  although  not  large 
enough  to  admit  of  veflfels  of  great 
burthen,  yet  are  exceedingly  well 
calculated  for  promoting  inland 
commerce. 

The  climate  is  healthy,  the  vio¬ 
lent  heat  of  the  fummer  months  be¬ 
ing  tempered  by  regular  breezes 
from  the  fea.  September,  October, 
and  November,  are  the  feafon  of 
the  rains ;  the  low  lands  are  then 
fuddenly  overflowed  by  immenfe  tor¬ 
rents  of  water  which  Fall  from  the 
mountains.  The  inundations  hap¬ 
pen  generally  once  a  fortnight,  and 
laft  for  three  or  four  days.  In  De¬ 
cember,  January,  and  February, 
there  are  frequently  rains  brought 
by  cold  northerly  winds,  which  dif- 
tinguifh  this  country  with  a  winter 
different  from  any  other  in  the  Eaft. 
The  inundations  have  the  fame  ef¬ 
fect  here  as  the  overflowings  of  the 
Nile  in  .Egypt,  and  render  the 
country  one  of  the  mold  fruitful  in 
the  world.  In  many  parts  the  land 
produces  three  crops  of  grain  in  the 
vear.  All  the  fruits  of  India  are 
found  here  in  the  greateft  perfec¬ 
tion,  with  many  of  thofe  of  China. 

'  No  country  in  the  Eaft  produces 
richer  or  a  greater  variety  of  arti¬ 
cles  proper  for  carrying  on  an  ad¬ 
vantageous  commerce,  cinnamon, 
pepper,  cardemoms,  filk,  cotton, 
fugar,  Agula-wood,  Japan-wood, 
ivory,  &c.  Gold  is  taken  almod 
pure  from  the  mines ;  and  before 
the  troubles  great  quantities  were 


brought  from  the  hills  in  duft,  and 
bartered  by  the  rude  inhabitants  of 
them  for  rice,  cloths,  and  iron.  It 
was  from  them  alfo  the  Agula  and 
Calambae  woods  were  procured, 
with  quantities  of  wax,  honey,  and 
ivory. 

The  animals  of  Cochin  China  are 
bullocks,  goats,  fwine,  buffaloes, 
elephants,  camels,  and  horfes.  In 
the  woods  are  found  the  wild  boar, 
tyger,  and  rhinoceros,  with  plenty 
of  deer  ;  the  poultry  is  excellent, 
and  the  filh  caught  'on  the  coaft 
abundant  and  delicious.  'The  fiefti 
of  the  elephant  is  accounted  a  great 
dainty  by  the  Cochin  Chinefe.  The 
breeding  of  bullocks  is  little  at¬ 
tended  to;  their  flefh  is  not  adeem¬ 
ed  as  food,  and  they  are  made  no 
ufe  of  in  tilling  the  land,  which  is 
performed  by  buffaloes.  They  are 
totally  unacquainted  with  the  art  of 
milking  their  cattle. 

The  aborigines  of  Cochin  China 
are  called  Moys,  and  are  the  peo¬ 
ple  which  inhabit  the  chain  of 
mountains  which  feparate  it  from 
Cambodia.  To  thefe  ftrong  holds 
they  were  driven  when  the  prefent 
pofleflors  invaded  the  country.  They 
are  a  fa  v  age  race  of  people,  very 
black,  and  refemble  in  their  fea. 
tures  the  Caffrees. 

It  was  about  the  year  1 280  of  the 
Chriftian  era,  that  the  firft  Tartar 
prince  became  pofteffed  of  ihe  throne 
of  China.  This  revolution  afforded 
an  opportunity  to  the  weftern  pro¬ 
vinces  to  throw  off  their  depen¬ 
dence,  and  they  were  formed  into 
a  kingdom,  under  a  prince  whofe 
defendant  now  reigns  in  Ton- 
quin,  and  is  called  Knaw- Whang. 
About  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth 
century,  a  large  body  of  people 
from  thefe  provinces  being  difaffec- 
ted  to  the  government,  joined  un¬ 
der  a  leader  of  abilities  ;  they  foon 
became  makers  of  the  coaft  of  Co- 
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chin  China,  as  far  as  Cape  Aurilla, 
which  lies  in  latitude  12°  3  o'  N. 
The  Moys,  the  original  inhabi¬ 
tants,  retired  to  the  hills  bordering 
their  country  to  the  weftward, 
where  they  have  ever  fince  remain¬ 
ed.  The  emigrants,  under  their 
conductor,  founded  the  kingdom  of 
Cochin  China.  The  continual  wars 
they  were  engaged  in  with  the  Ton- 
quinefe,  induced  them  to  build  a 
wall  on  the  fouthern  extremity  of 
the  province  of  Ding-noi,  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  irruptions.  Every  com¬ 
munication  by  fea  was  ftrictly  for¬ 
bidden.  In  the  year  1764  the 
country  of  Cochin  China  was  in  a 
flourifhing  condition,  and  governed 
by  a  prince  of  abilities  ;  foon  after 
his  fon,  whofe  misfortunes  and  fate 
has  been  briefly  given  in  the  fore¬ 
going  narrative,  fucceeded  to  the 
throne,  and  anarchy  and  confufion 
enfued. 

The  Cochin  Chinefe  bear  evi¬ 
dent  marks  of  their  being:  derived 
from  the  fame  flock  as'  the  Chinefe. 
They  refemble  them  in  their  fea¬ 
tures  and  moft  of  their  manners  and 
cufloms .  Their  religion  is  the  fame : 
their  oral  language,  though  differ¬ 
ent,  feems  formed  upon  the  fame 
principles,  and  they  ufe  the  fame 
characters  in  writing.  They  are 
a  courteous,  affable,  inoffenfive  race, 
rather  inclined  to  indolence.  The 
ladies  are  by  far  the  mofl  active 
fex;  they  ufually  do  all  thebufinefs, 
while  their  lazy  lords  fit  upon  their 
haunches,  fmoking,  chewing  beetle, 
or  lipping  tea.  Contrary  to  the  cuf- 
tom  of  China,  the  ladies  are  not 
fhut  up;  and  if  unmarried,  a  tem¬ 
porary  connexion  with  Grangers 
who  arrive  in  the  country  is  deemed 
no  diflionour.  Merchants  often  em¬ 
ploy  them  as  their  factors  and  bro¬ 
kers,  and  his  faid  the  Armed  reli¬ 
ance  may  be  placed  on  their  flde- 
11  ty. 


The  habit  of  the  men  and  women 
is  cut  after  the  fame  fafhion.  It  is 
a  loofe  robe,  buttoning  with  a  fmall 
robe  round  the  neck,  and  folding 
over  the  bread  like  a  banyan  gown, 
with  large  long  fleeves  which  cover 
the  hands.  People  of  rank,  and 
efpecially  the  ladies,  wear  feveral 
of  thefe  gowns  one  over  the  other; 
the  undermod  reaches  to  the  ground, 
the  fucceeding  ones  are  each  diorter 
than  the  other,  fo  that  the  difplay 
of  the  different  colours  makes  a 
gaudy  appearance  as  they  walk 
along. 

Such  are  the  few  particulars  rela¬ 
tive  to  Cochin  China.  It  now  re¬ 
mains  to  fhew  how  a  connexion 
with  Cochin  China  may  prove  be¬ 
neficial  to  this  country.  The  drain 
of  fpecie  from  the  Company’s  fet_ 
tlements  in  India,  is  become  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  fuch  ferious  import,  that  any 
plan  which  may  be  offered  to  re¬ 
medy  fo  growing,an  evil,  I  have  no 
doubt,  will  be  deemed  worthy  of 
obfervation.  I  am  fanguine  in  my 
expectations,  that  a  fettlement  in 
Cochin  China  would  conduce  to 
that  defirable  end,  as  well  as  be 
productive  of  many  other  advan¬ 
tages. 

Our  two  little  veflfels  brought 
from  Cochin  China  to  the  amount 
of  60,000  rupees  in  gold  and  filver 
bullion.  The  Rumbold ,  the  year 
before,  alfo  brought  bullion  to  a  con- 
dderable  amount,  on  account  of  Tales 
of  Bengal  and  Madras  cloths,  opium, 
iron,  copper,  lead,  hardware,  and 
glafs.  # 

The  Atuation  of  Cochin  China 
is  excellently  well  adapted  to  com¬ 
merce.  Its  vicinity  to  China, 
Tonquin,  Japan,  Cambodia,  Siam, 
the  Malay  coat,  the  Phillipines, 
Borneo,  the  Moluccas,  Ac.  renders 
the  intercourfe  with  all  thefe  coun*. 
tries  fhort  and  eafy.  The  commo¬ 
dious  harbours  formed  on  the  coaft, 
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particularly  that  of  Turon,  affords 
a  fafe  retreat  for  (hips  of  any  bur¬ 
then  during  the  moft  tempeftuous 
feafons  of  the  year. 

The  nations’  of  Europe,  having 
hitherto  found  it  impoflible  to  pro¬ 
vide  cargoes  fufficiently  valuable  to 
barter  for  the  commodities  of  China, 
are  obliged  to  make  up  the  defi¬ 
ciency  by  fending  thither  immenfe 
quantities  of  bullion ;  by  which 
means  it  has,  for  a  number  of  years 
part,  drained  the  eallern  and  weftern 
worlds  of  their  fpecie.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  junks  annually  reforting  to 
Cochin  China,  plainly  proves  how 
much  the  productions  of  it  are  in 
demand  among!!  the  Chinefe.  Thefe 
productions,  had  we  a  fettlement 
and  a  confirmed  influence  in  the 
country,  might  with  eafe  be  brought 
to  center  with  us,  purchafed  with 
the  ftaples  of  India  and  of  Europe. 
Turon  would  become  the  emporium 
for  them,  where  our  fhips  bound  to 
Canton,  from  whence  it  is  only  five 
days  fail,  might  call  and  receive 
them.  It  would  prove  a  faving  of 
fo  much  fpecie  to  Great  Britain  or 
India  as  the  value  of  the  commo¬ 
dities  amounted  to  in  China.  In  a 
few  years,  there  is  every  reafon  to 
believe  a  very  confiderable  in  veil - 
ment  might  be  provided. 

Our  trade  to  China  has  ever  been 
burthened  with  enormous  imports  and 
exaftions :  Thefe,  under  various  pre¬ 
tences,  are  annually  increafing,  and 
in  procefs  of  time  may  become  in- 
fuppor table.  It  is  an  opinion  lat¬ 
terly  grown  current,  that  the  Chi¬ 
nefe  are  defirous  of  totally  excluding 
all  Europeans  from  their  country. 
May  we  not  hazard  a  conjecture, 
that  the  vexations  they  oblige  them 
to  fuffer  are  the  premeditated 
fchemes  of  this  politic  people  to  ef¬ 
fect  it?  Were  fuch  an  event  to 
happen,  the  want  of  a  fettlement  to 
the  eart  ward  would  be  feverely  felt ; 


the  Chinefe  would  export  their  own 
commodities,  and  Java,  or  the 
Phillipines,  as  the  neareft  ports, 
would  become  the  marts  for  them. 
As  there  is  no  reafon  to  fuppofe  that 
our  inability  to  procure  them  from 
the  firrt  land  would  hinder  their 
confumption,  we  muft  buy  them 
either  from  the  Dutch  or  from  the 
Spaniards.  A  fettlement  in  Cochin 
China  will  give  us  a  fuperior  ad¬ 
vantage  to  either,  both  as  its  fitu- 
ation  is  nearer,  and  the  Chinefe  are 
more  accuftomed  to  refort  thither  : 
At  all  events  there  is  reafon  to  fup¬ 
pofe  it  will  enable  us  to  procure  the 
commodities  of  China  at  a  much 
more  reafonable  rate,  than  now 
purchafed  by  our  faC!ors  at  Canton, 
and  certainly  on  lefs  humiliating 
terms  to  the  nation  at  large.  Co¬ 
lonies  of  Chinefe  have  from  time  to 
time  emigrated  from  the  parent 
country,  and  fixed  their  abode  in 
different  parts  of  Cochin  China. 
Thefe  have  their  correfpondence  in 
every  feaport  of  the  empire.  Through 
their  means,  teas,  china  ware,  and 
the  various  other  articles,  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  our  commerce  with  China, 
might  be  imported  in  junks  to  our 
own  fettlements,  equally  good  in 
quality,  and  cheaper,  as  the  Chi¬ 
nefe  are  exempted  from  the  exorbi¬ 
tant  duties  levied  on  foreigners. 
Some  of  the  beft  workmen  might 
be  encouraged  to  fettle  in  Cochin 
China,  and  under  direction,  manu¬ 
factories  carried  to  as  great  a  degree 
of  perfection  as  in  China  itfelf. 

The  intercourfe  between  Japan 
and  Cochin  China  might  be  re¬ 
newed,  and  we  might  participate 
in  a  trade  for  many  years  monopo¬ 
lized  by  the  Dutch.  An  advanta¬ 
geous  trade  might  be  carried  on 
with  the  Phillipine  Iflands,  and 
Madras  and  Bengal  goods  intro¬ 
duced  among!!  them,  by  means  of 
the  junks,  for  the  confumption  of 
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Spanifh  Abierica.  The  Siamefe 
and  Cambodians  would  bring  the 
produce  of  their  refpe&ive  countries, 
and  barter  or  fell  them  for  fuch  ar¬ 
ticles  as  they  wanted  from  Cochin 
China.  Amongft  them  it  is  pro¬ 
bable  a  fale  might  be  found  for 
quantities  of  Bengal  cloths.  The 
lower  clafs  of  people  in  Cochin 
China  are,  for  the  moft  part, 
clothed  in  cangas,  a  coarfe  cotton 
cloth  brought  from  China;  but  the 
preference  which  I  had  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  obferving  they  gave  to  Ben¬ 
gal  cloths,  on  account  of  their  be¬ 
ing  wider  and  cheaper,  would  foon 
induce  them  to  adopt  the  ufe  of 
them.  The  demand  for  opium,  al¬ 
ready  in  fome  meafure  become  a 
neceffary  of  life  to  the  Chinefe, 
would  increafe  in  proportion  to  the 
facility  of  procuring  it.  The  im¬ 
portation  of  it,  no  longer  confined 
to  Canton,  but  carried  by  the  junks 
to  every  feaport  in  the  country, 
would  fpread  the  demand  fer  this 
drug  to  the  remote!!:  parts  of  the 
empire. 

But  what  infpires  the  moil  flat¬ 
tering  hopes  from  an  eftablifhment 
In  this  country,  is  its  rich  gold 
mines,  celebrated  for  ages  as  pro¬ 
ducing  the  richeft  ore,  fo  pure,  that 
the  fimple  aftion  of  fire  is  fa  id  to 
be  fufiicient  to  refine  it.  I  omitted 
no  opportunity  of  making  inquiries 
refpe&ing  this  valuable  article,  and 
was  told,  that  mines  were  formed 
in  different  parts  of  the  northern 
provinces,  and  particularly  in  Hue, 
where  the  ore  lay  fo  near  the  fur- 
face  of  the  earth  that  it  was  dug 
up  with  little  labour.  Under  the 
direction  of  a  ikilful  metallurgift, 
what  might  not  be  expected  from 
fuch  a  fource  ? 

Great  as  the  commercial  advan¬ 
tages  arc,  the  political  ones  refult- 
ing  from  a  fettlement  in  Cochin 
China  would  be  fcarce  inferior. 


Turon  Bay  would  not  only  afford  a 
fecure  retreat  to  our  Indiamen,  in 
cafe  of  lofing  their  paffage  to  China, 
but  from  thence  we  might  alfo  in¬ 
tercept  the  fleets  of  any  hoftile 
power,  either  going  to  or  return¬ 
ing  from  that  country.  We  fhould 
become  formidable  neighbours  to 
the  Dutch  and  to  the  Spaniards, 
and  in  the  event  of  a  war  with  ei¬ 
ther  of  them,  attack,  with  advan¬ 
tage,  their  moil  valuable  fettle- 
men  ts. 

Should  the  Company  be  induced 
to  form  a  fettlement  in  Cochin 
China,  it  may  be  effected  on  prin¬ 
ciples  ftrhftly  juft,  and  at  a  fmall 
expence.  Several  of  the  royal  fa¬ 
mily,  befides  the  mandarins  who 
were  in  Bengal,  with  manv  officers 
of  the  late  government,  urged  me 
to  ufe  my  endeavours  with  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Bengal  to  induce  ic  to 
afford  them  affiftance,  promifing.  a 
powerful  fupport  whenever  we 
fhould  heartily  join  in  their  caufe. 
To  reftore  their  lawful  fovereign  to 
the  throne,  would  be  now  a  mea¬ 
fure  fo  popular,  that  the  ftneerity 
of  their  others  cannot  be  doubted. 
To  relieve  an  unhappy  people,  groan¬ 
ing  under  the  weight  of  the  moft 
cruel  oppreftion,  would  be  an  a  (ft 
worthy  of  the  Britifh  nation.  Fifty 
European  infantry,  half  that  num¬ 
ber  of  artillery,  and  two  hundred 
fepoys,  would  be  fufiicient  for  this 
and  every  other  purpofe.  The  na¬ 
tives  of  Cochin  China  are  infinitely 
below  the  inhabitants  of  Hinduftan 
in  military  knowledge ;  I  have, 
however,  no  doubt  that  a  body  of 
them,  well  difeiplined  and  regularly 
paid,  would  prove  as  faithful  to  us, 
and  contribute  as  much  to  the  fecu- 
rity  of  any  poffeftions  which  we 
might  acquire  to  the  eaftward,  as 
the  fepoys  do  to  our  territories  in 
India.  In  cafe  of  any  diftant  ex¬ 
peditions,  they  would  be  found  fu- 

perior. 
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perior,  being  entirely  free  from  all 
religious  prejudices,  and  having  no 
obje<ftion  to  thefea. 

While  Cochin  China  remains  in 
its  prefent  diftradled  ftate,  a  favour, 
able  opening  is  prefented  to  the  firft 
European  nation  that  may  attempt 


to  obtain  a  footing  in  the  country. 
Should  the  Company,  therefore,  en¬ 
tertain  a  defign  of  forming  an  eftab- 
1'ilhment  in  Cochin  China,  no  time 
fnould  be  loft  in  carrying  it  into 
execution. 


[Our  Nautical  Readers  will  find  fome  ufeful  information  in  the  following  Article.} 

Observations  upon  the  Monsoons,  as  far  as  they  regard  the  Commerce 
and  Navigation  of  the  Port  of  Bomb  ay. 

(Written  by  a  Gentleman  refiding  at  that  Settlement.] 


Our  readers  will  not  require  to 
be  told  that  our  year  is  divided  into 
two  grand  feafons,  or  as  they  are 
called,  the  South- Weft  and  North- 
Eaft  Monfoon ;  that  the  firft  gene¬ 
rally  prevails  from  May  to  the 
middle  of  September,  inclufive,  the 
other  during  the  remaining  months; 
yet  we  muft  premife  this  as  an  in- 
t rod u ion  of  what  follows.  x 

We  need  fcarcely  to  obferve  that, 
during  the  fouth-weft  monfoon,  all 
the  ports  and  roadfteads  on  this  fide 
of  India  deny  approach ;  fo  much 
fo,  that  between  the  10th  of  May 
and  the  lft  of  September,  fhips  are 
precluded  by  their  policies  from 
touching  upon  the  Malabar  coaft, 
or  from  lying  in  Surat  Roads  be¬ 
tween  the  lft  of  May  and  the  lft 
of  September.  Generally  fpeaking, 
the  monfoon  is  confidfcred  to  extend 
from  Dunder-Head,  the  fouthern 
extremity  of  Ceylon,  to  the  Perfian 
Gulf;  in  order  to  attain  which, 
they  who  fnould  fail  at  this  feafon 
would  be  obliged  to  make  what  is 
called  a  fouthern  paftage,  that  is, 
go  firft  to  the  fouth  of  the  equator, 
before  they  could  ftretch  over  to  the 
weft  ward;  a  voyage  that  would 
occupy,  for'Mufcat  about  40  days, 
and  to  Buflorah  about  two  months. 
The  fame  objection  ejcifts  agsinft 


failing  at  this  feafon  to  any  part  of 
the  Arabian  coaft.  As  for  "the  Red 
Sea,  it  is  confidered  in  vain  to  at¬ 
tempt  entering  it  at  this  feafon — 
nor  can  it  be  faid  to  be  favourable 
to  fail  now  to  the  Cape,  the  Mau¬ 
ritius,  or  any  port  to  the  weft- 
ward. 

To  the  other  fide  of  India,  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  now  the  moft  advan¬ 
tageous  period  of  departing.  From 
the  middle  of  April,  even  to  the 
middle  of  Auguft,  a  voyage  to  Ma¬ 
dras  may  be  made  in  about  ]  2  or 
1 5  days ;  to  Bengal  from  1  5  to  20 
days;  after  this  time  it  becomes 
exceffively  tedious,  from  the  necef- 
ftty  of  keeping  to  the  eaftern  fide  of 
the  Bay,  to  avoid  the  violent  wea¬ 
ther  on  the  Coromandel  coaft.  For 
the  fame  reafon  the  fouth-weft  mon. 
foon  is  eligible  to  leave  Bombay  for 
any  of  the  ports  in  the  Guif  of 
Bengal,  or  the  Streights  of  Malacca; 
hence  alfo  it  is  the  feafon  for  failing 
to  China:  after  the  20th  of  Au¬ 
guft,  however,  what  is  called  the 
diredt  paftage  to  China  becomes  very 
precarious,  with  much  probability 
of  finding  blowing  weather  in  the 
China  Seas. 

With  regard  to  the  ports  from 
which  fhips  may  be  expeifted  to  ar¬ 
rive  at  Bombay  during  this  mon¬ 
foon. 
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foon,  it  may  be  laid  down  as  a  ge¬ 
neral  rule,  that  the  quarters  favour¬ 
able  to  rail  to  during  any  feafon, 
are  thofe  that  it  is  unfavourable  to 
expert  arrivals  from,  an dvice  <verfa: 
hence  from  the  Perfian  Gulf,  the 
Red  Sea,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  the  weftward  in  general,  this 
is  the  moil  feaforiable  period  to  ex¬ 
pert  arrivals :  from  Mufcat,  a  trip 
mav  now  be  made  in  1  0  or  1  2  days, 
from  Mocha  in  20  days,  and  Suez 
in  about  a  month,  it  fliould  be  re¬ 
marked,  that  after  September,  the 
Red  Sea  admits  of  no  egrefs ;  fliips 
confequently  remaining  there  be¬ 
yond  that  time,  muff  continue  there 
all  the  north-eaft  monfoon,  and  are 
laid  to  have  loft  their  paftage :  on 
this  account,  the  25  th  of  Auguft  is 
the  lateft  day  to  which  our  cruifers 
are  allowed  to  remain  at  Suez.  From 
the  Cape  a  paftage  may  be  made  in 
live  or  fix  weeks;  from  the  Mauri¬ 
tius,  in  three  weeks  or  a  month. 

The  fouth-weft  monfoon  is  alfo 
the  rnoft  favourable  feafon  in  which 
a  paftage  may  be  made  from  Batavia 
or  any  ports  to  the  eaftward,  through 
thefe  fouthern  {freights  :  from  Ba¬ 
tavia  to  Bombay,  in  particular,  a 
paftage  may  be  made  in  about  35 
days.  From  Madras  and  Bengal, 
during  the  fouth-weft  monfoon,  it 
is  neceftary  to  make  the  fouthern 
paftage  in  order  to  reach  Bombay : 
this  will  require,  in  a  paftage  from 
Madras,  from  30  to  40  days, 
and  from  Bengal  from  45  to  Go 
days,  from  the  neceftity  of  working 
out  of  the  river,  and  beating  down 
the  Bay  to  clear  Acheen  Head.  From 
the  Streights  of  Malacca  it  is  an  ar- 
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duous  talk  to  fail  for  this  port,  or 
even  to  any  one  on  the  peninfula  of 
India,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of 
working  round  Acheen  Head. 

We  have  now  to  treat  of  the 
north-eaft  monfoon,  or  the  feafon 
which  may  be  coafidered  as  included 
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between  the  1  5  th  of  Auguft  and  the 
15th  of  April;  in  which  the  firft 
circumftance  that  occurs  to  us  to 
remark  is,  that  our  coaft  is  rendered 
in  a  peculiar  manner  fecure  and  fa¬ 
vourable  to  navigation ;  it  is  now 
conftdered  the  moft  eligible  period 
for  failing  to  the  Perfian  Gulf,  and 
in  general  to  all  ports  to  the  weft- 
ward.  To.  Mufcat  the  trip  is  gene¬ 
rally  15,  and  to  BulTorah  28  days. 
The  time  fuitabie  for  failing  to 
Mocha  and  Suez,  is  from  the  middle 
of  February  to  the  middle  of  March, 
when  a  paftage  may  be  made  to  the 
firft  in  1 8  days,  to  the  feconcl  in 
25.  If  a  fhip  be  delayed  till  the 
latter  end  of  March  or  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  April,  the  paftage  becomes 
more  tedious,  being  then  obliged 
to  make  the  land  to  the  fouthward 
of  the  Ifland  of  Socatra,  before  the 
Gulf  can  be  entered,  on  account  of 
the  foutnerly  winds  which  prevail, 
and  a  current  fetting  to  the  north¬ 
ward.  After  the  1 5th  of  April,  a 
fhip  bound  to  the  Red  Sea  would  be 
very  likely  to  lofe  her  paftage. 

Between  the  15  th  of  Auguft  and 
the  15th  of  September,  it  may  be 
conftdered  favourable  to  fail  to  Ma¬ 
dras  and  Bengal;  but  after  this  time 
the  feafon  is  fufpended,  owing  to 
the  fetting  in  of  the  north-eaft  mon- 
foon  on  the  other  fide  of  India, 
which  clofes  the  ports  on  the  coaft 
of  Coromandel,  Golconda,  and 
Oriffa,  between  the  15  th  of  OHober 
and  the  l  5th  of  December;  at  leaft 
this  period  is  excepted  in  common 
policies  of  infurance.  After  this 
time  again  a  paftage  may  be  made 
to  Madras  in  30,  and  Bengal  in  5  0 
days.  This  feafon  may  be  deemed 
unfavourable  to  the  coaft  of  Pegue 
and  the  Streights  of  Malacca;  but  for 
the  Streights  of  Sunda,  Batavia,  for 
example,  it  is  the  beft  adapted — a 
paftage  thither  may  be  made  in  35 
days. 


With 
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With  regard  to  the  feafonable 

O 

imports  in  this  monfoon,  it  is  at 
no  time  more  advantageous  than 
now  for  coming  from  the  Coroman¬ 
del  coaft,  and  in  fhort  the  whole 
bay :  a  paffage  may  be  made  from 
Madras  in  20  days,  from  Bengal 
in  a  month,  and  Penang  a  month. 
From  the  Perfian  Gulf  it  is  no  lefs 


favourable,  the  paffage  from  Mufcat 
being  about  10  days;  and  from 
Bufforah  28.  The  Red  Sea  is  now 
clofed ;  nor  is  it  reafonable  to  ex¬ 
pect  arrivals  from  the  Cape  or  the 
Streights  of  Sunda  ;  from  the  latter, 
in  particular,  it  is  almoft  impoffible 
at  this  feafon  to  make  a  tolerable 
paffage. 


A  curious  Mode  of  Procefs  among  the  Hindus,  in  Trials  for  Witch¬ 
craft. 

(An  original  Communication.) 


The  Hindus  flfll  believe  in 
witchcraft  and  forcery,  and  this 
fuppofition  is  probably  encouraged 
by  the  bramins ;  for  it  has  not  un- 
frequently  happened  fince  the  eftab- 
lifhment  of  the  new  courts  of  juftice 
by  Lord  Cornwallis,  that  in  the 
courts  of  circuit,  bramins  tried  for 
murder  have  affigned  as  a  motivre 
for  thus  having  committed  the  crime, 
that  the  murdered  perfon  had  en¬ 
chanted  them.  Among  the  Sudra 
calf,  this  belief  is  fo  prevalent,  that 
until  the  year  1793,  it  had  been  a 
cufiom  from  time  immemorial,  that 
perfons  fufpeCfed  of  this  crime  were 
fubjefled  to  a  mode  of  trial  before  a 
tribunal  of  villagers  of  that  caff, 
and,  without  any  reference  to  the 
legal  and  eftablilhed  courts  of  juf¬ 
tice,  on  a  fuppofed  convi&ion,  put 
to  death. 

Almoft  every  village  has  its  re¬ 
puted  witches  ;  and  if  two  or  three 
perfons  die  fucceffively  in  one  family, 
or  even  in  one  village,  the  caufe  is 
always  attributed  to  witchcraft, 
and  is  a  fufficient  reafon  for  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  village  to  call  an 
affembly  of  the  men  of  that  and  the 
neighbouring  villages  to  try  the 
fufpefted  perfons.  The  mode  of 
proceeding  to  eftablifa  the  crime  is 


by  incantation,  and  in  fome  parti¬ 
culars,  not  very  diffimilar  to  what 
was  formerly  praftifed  in  Europe. 
It  alfo  feems  that  the  Afiatie,  as 
well  as  the  European  witches,  prac- 
tife  their  fpells  by  dancing  at  mid¬ 
night,  and  the  principal  inftrument 
they  ufe  on  fuch  occafions  is  a 
broom. 

The  natives  of  India  obferve 
three  modes  of  incantation,  in  order 
to  prove  the  crime.  Firft,  in  the 
day  time,  by  planting  in  water 
branches  of  the  Saul  tree,  in  the 
name  of  every  woman  in  the  vil¬ 
lage,  from  the  age  of  ten  years  and 
upwards  ;  for  if,  after  remaining  in 
the  water  a  certain  period  of  time, 
a  branch  withers,  the  woman  in 
whofe  name  it  is  placed  is  deemed 
a  witch. 

Secondly,  by  lamp  light  in  the 
night,  by  dropping  oil  of  milliard 
into  water  contained  in  the  hollow 
of  a  certain  leaf,  and  with  each  drop 
calling  on  the  name  of  every  wo¬ 
man  of  the  village;  and  if  the  Iha- 
dow  of  the  woman  in  whofe  name 
the  oil  is  dropped  appeared  in  the 
water,  fhe  was  immediately  pro¬ 
nounced  a  witch. 

The  third  mode  is  by  placing 
fmall  parcels  of  rice,  tied  in  bags, 

in 
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in  a  neft  of  white  ants,  in  the  name 
of  each  woman  of  the  village  ;  when 
as  many  of  the  bags  of  rice  as  were 
deftroyed  by  the  ants,  each  of  the 
women,  in  whofe  names  fuch  bags 
were  placed,  were  declared  witches. 
All  thefe  feveral  proceftes  were  per¬ 
formed  before  the  felf-created  tri¬ 
bunal  as  above  defcribed,  and  which 
generally  confided  of  a  pretty  nu¬ 
merous  a  {Terribly. 

By  one,  or  all  of  thefe  modes, 
five  women  were  tried,  convidfed, 
and  executed*  fo  late  as  the  year 
1792.  But  the  principal  perfons 
compoling  this  tribunal  were  appre- 


der,  and  convidfed,  blit  afterwards 
pardoned.  On  this  trial  it  came 
out  that  this  cuftom  had  obtained 
time  immemorial.  Several  of  the 
witnefles  examined  remembered  in- 
dances  of  perfons  convidted  and  exe¬ 
cuted  for  the  crime  of  forcery.  One 
man  dated  that  his  own  mother  was 
tried  and  executed  for  a  witch. 
To  put  a  dop  to  this  barbarous  cuf¬ 
tom,  a  proclamation  was  iffued  by 
government,  declaring  all  perfons 
who  fhould  put  any  perfons  to  death 
on  the  ground  of  being  convicted  of 
forcery,  fhould  be  deemed  guilty  of 
murder,  and  the  perfons  forming 
the  tribunal  accomplices. 


bended  and  tried  before  the  court  of 
Patna  circuit,  on  a  charge  of  mur- 
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Letter's  from  the  Emperor  Aurengzebe  to  his  Sons ,  together  •with  cm 
authentic  Copy  of  his  Will.  T ranjlated  from  the  Perfic  Originals ,  by 
the  late  Jofeph  Earles ,  Efq.  j.  0  which  is  f ub joined y  Explanatory 
Notes.  —  ( Now  firfi  publljhed.) 


We  have  felefled  the  following  Letters  and  the  W 1  l  l  from  'a  colle&ion  of  the 
genuine  Letters  of  Aurengzebe,  in  the  peffeflion  of  Richard 
J o H  NSON,  Efq. — This  collection  was,  at  his  defire,  tran Hated  by  Mr.  Earles, 
leveral  years  ago,  in  Calcutta  ;  but  it  has  never  been  publifhed  either  in  India  or  in 
England.  The  feleftion  we  have  made  will  be  found  curious  and  interefting,  in 
as  much  as  it  unfolds  lomething  of  the  private  fentiments  and  feelings  of  a  Prince, 
known  to  all  readers  for  his  tyranny  and  his  cruelties,  but  not  lefs  known  to  all 
competent  judges  of  Indian  hiftory  for  his  great  political  as  well  as  military  talents. 
The  Letters  to  his  fons,  written  on  his  death-bed,  exhibit  a  {hiking  pifture  of  the 
luperftitious  bigotry  with  which  his  mind  was  imp  relied  ;  and  the  lent  indents  they 
exprefs,  when  compared  with  his  conduct  in  public  life,  afford  a  Iplendid  inftance 
in  the  hiffory  of  mankind,  that  the  moff  cruel  and  fanguinary  dilpofitjon  mayyet  be 
iufceptible  of  parental  tendernefs. 


P he  Letter  which  the  Emperor 
jfitrengzebe  dictated  at  the  point 
of  death  to  his  fan  Prince  Alll- 
jah. 

Old  age  is  arrived,  weaknefs  is 
grown  powerful,  and  ftrength  is  de¬ 
parted  from  my  joints.  I  came  in¬ 
to  the  world  a  ftranger,  and  a 
ft  ranger  I  leave  it  :  I  have  no  know¬ 
ledge  of  myfelf  who  1  am,  or  for 
what  purpofe  I  am. 

I  have  no  certain  knowledge  of  any  one, 
not  I  : 

That  is,  I  have  none  of  myfelf,  not  I. 
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Breath  has  gone  without  humili¬ 
ty,  and  contrition  remains.  The 
empire  has  not  been  properly  go¬ 
verned  or  protected  by  me  ;  and  my 
precious  life  has  been  fpent  on  no¬ 
thing.  I  have  a  Lord  in  the  houfe, 
but  do  not  perceive  his  light  in  my 
dark  eyes.  Life  gives  me  advice 
of  death,  the  departure  of  reafon 
rends  the  thread  of  my  breath,  and 
my  hopes  of  living  longer  are  frus¬ 
trated.  The  troops,  all  afflidted, 
with  their  hands  and  feet  contrast¬ 
ed,  are  like  myfelf  ftupified  and 

confounded. 
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fonfounded.  I  have  no  {lock  of 
works  to  lay  before  my  bountiful 
Sovereign,  except  the  {ins  I  carry 
with  me  ;  and  I  know  riot  in  con- 
fequence  to  what  punilhment  I  fhall 
be  doomed.  How  firm  foever  my 
hope  in  his  goodnefs  and  mercy  is, 
yet,  upon  a  review  of  the  conduCt 
and  actions  of  my  life,  fearful  ap- 
prehenfions,  and  terrifying  refec¬ 
tions,  will  not  fuffer  me  to  remain 
lledfaft  in  it. 

Let  what  will  happen,  we  have  launched 
the  Ihip  into  the  deep. 

Tho’  the  Almighty  willfufficient- 
ly  proteT  our  fubjeCts  and  fervants, 
yet  in  the  vifible  world,  it  is  alfo 
incumbent  on  our  fons  to  take  care 
that  the  people  of  God  are  not 
■wantonly  facrificed.  You  will  give 
jny  laft  blelling  to  my  grandfon. 
Alas  1  that  I  did  not  fee  him  when 
he  went  away :  llrong  defire  to  do 
it  remains. 

The  emprefs  is  apparently  much 
afflicted ;  but  God  is  the  fovereign 
of  hearts.  The  contracted  thoughts 
of  women  are  productive  of  nothing 
but  difcontentment.  Adieu,  G 
light  of  my  eyes,  adieu  ! 

LETTER. 

The  following  letter  was  dic¬ 
tated  immediately  after  by  the  em¬ 
peror,  to  his  fon  prince  Mohammed 
Kara  Bukhlh,  who  was  at  Bija- 
poor : 

((  My  fon,  my  vitals.  In  the 
world  of  empire,  I  unavoidably 
advifed  you  by  the  will  of  God  ; 
but  as  it  was  not  the  divine  plea- 
fure,  you .  did  not  hearken  to  my 
advice  with  fatisfaclion.  I  now 
depart  a  ftranger,  and  with  the  ten- 
dernefs  of  a  father  regret  your  in¬ 
experience  and  want  of  knowledge. 
Of  what  advantage  is  fin  ?  What¬ 
ever  I  have  done,  I  bear  the  fruit 
thereof  myfelf.  It  is  very  vexa¬ 
tious  :  I  came  alone,  and  mull  eo 
.^lone  ;  he  that  would  haye  kept  me 


company  has  departed  twelve  days 
before  me.  Notwithftanding  I  now 
look  upon  my  friend,  I  have  nothing 
but  defpair  in  my  eyes.  My  back 
is  bent,  and  my  feet  have  loll  their 
motion.  The  breath  which  I 
breathe  is  refolved  to  leave  my  nar¬ 
row  breall.  I  have  committed  many 
{ins :  what  will  be  the  confequence 
of  them  ?  The  troops,  from  the  re¬ 
flection  on  this  event,  are  fitting 
half  dead  withdiftraCtion,  and  with- 
ing  their  own  dilfolution  before 
mine.  Though  God  is  all- {Efficient 
to  proteCl  my  fubjeCts  and  fervants, 
yet  it  is  alfo  incumbent  on  my 
fons  and  emirs  to  do  it :  while  I 
po-fleffed  vigour  of  being,  no  pro¬ 
tection  was  wanted  for  them  j  God 
only  knows  what  will  befall  them 
now  :  but  vou  with  whom  I  leave 
them  in  depofit,  have  the  hand  of 
power,  and  will  find  that  their  pro¬ 
tection  is  necelfary  from  external 
motives.  Aiijah  is  alfo  near  at- 
hand  :  God  forbid  that  true  be¬ 
lievers  fhould  be  {lain,  and  by  their 
death  bring  a  punilhment  upon  my 
head.  Committing  you  and  your 
children  to  God,  I  myfelf  am  de¬ 
parting  in  great  and  inexprefiible 
torture.  The  emprefs,  from  know¬ 
ing  my  fituation,  is  in  deep  afflic¬ 
tion  ;  and  Heiyat  un  Niflfa,  who 
never  favv  any  thing  from  her  in¬ 
fancy,  is  perplexed  in  a  labyrinth 
of  grief.  Your  mother,  who, 
like  me,  is  very  dangeroufly  ill, 
intends  perhaps  to  attend  the  ftir- 

run  of  this  frail  mortal.  Thofe, 
r 

born  in  my  houfe,  and  the  attend¬ 
ants  of  the  prefence,  notwithftand¬ 
ing  they  fhew  wheat,  are  no  more 
than  venders  of  barley,  and  at  a 
diftance  from  you,  which  renders  it 
more  necelfary  that  you  fhould  en¬ 
deavour  to  make  force  ufe  of  them. 
At  all  events,  commit  yourfelf  to 
God,  and  that  will  be  fufflcient. 
My  intention  was  to  advife  you  ;  I 

have 
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have  done  To  :  I  refign  you  to  God, 
and  depart.” 

After  having  faid  this,  Aureng¬ 
zebe 'gave  up  the  ghoft. 

fhe  Laji  Will  of  the  Emperor 
Aurengzebe*. 

Praife  be  to  God,  and  bleffings 
upon  his  eledf  and  chofen  fcrvants. 
Let  the  following  articles  be  con- 
fidered  as  my  laid  Will : 

1  ft.  Let  them  place  this  firmer, 
plunged  in  iniquity,  in  the  pure  and 
holy  earth  of  Hufiein,  (the  peace 
of  God  be  upon  him),  as  there  can 
be  no  fecurity  for  the  immerfed  in 
the  ocean  of  iniquity,  except  refuge 
at  that  afylum  of  abfolution  and 
mercy  :  and  let  what  is  neceffary 
for  this  exalted  felicity  be  taken 
from  our  fortunate  fon,  Prince 
Allijalv'r,  with  whom  it  is. 


cd.  There  are  four  rupees  two 
annas,  the  produce  of  cap- making, 
with  Aiyah  Bege  the  \  Mehldarnee, 
which  let  them  take  and  lay  out  in 
grave  cloaths  for  this  mifefable 
creature.  There  are  alfo  305  ru¬ 
pees,  arihng  from  tranfcribing  the 
Koran,  in  my  private  treafury, 
which  let  them  diflribute  among 
the  poor  on  the  day  of  my  death : 
for  as  money  arifing  from  writing 
the  Koran  is  efteemed  prohibited 
properly  by  the  fed  of  the 
Shiah||,  they  fhould  not  for  this  rea- 
fon  expend  it  on  my  funeral,  or  on 
any  thing  requifite  for  it. 

3d.  Let  what  is  further  neceffary 
from  the  vakeel  of  Prince  Alii jah, 
who  is  next  heir  among  my  children, 
and  charged  with  whatever  is  legal 
and  prohibited.  No  queftions  will 
then  be  afked  of  this  miferable  crea¬ 
ture. 


*  He  died  on  the  2  iff  February  1707,  at  Ahmednagur,  in  the  province  of  Dow- 
lutabad,  aged  ninety  lunar  years  and  fourteen  days,  having  reigned  about  fifty  lunar 
years. 

The  execution  of  this  will  is  committed  in  particular  to  his  third  Ton,  Sultan  Ma- 
hpimned  Azim  Shah,  who  was  with  him  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  whom  he  had- 
defigned  for  his  fucceffor,  to  the  prejudice  of  his  eldeflfurviving  fon,  Sultan  Mahom- 
med  Mauztrt,  who  was  then  at  Cabul,  but  who,  notwithflanding,  lucceeded  to  the 
empire,  by  the  defeat  and  death  of  his  brother,  by  the  title  of  Bahuder  Shah. 

f  Sultan  Mahomrned  Azim  Shah. 

Aurengzebe,  in  his  life-time,  had  fent  and  procured  fome  earth  from  the  Defertof 
Kirbila,  in  Arabia,  where  Imam  Huffein,  the  grandfon  of  Mahomrned  by  his  daugh¬ 
ter  Fatima  and  Ali,  fuffered  martyrdom,  which  is  the  holy  earth  here  meant — a  mam- 
fell  proof  of  his  egregious  fupeifhtion. 

^  The  chief  female  attendant  of  the  mehl  orwomens’  apartments.  Aurengzebe  feems 
here  to  have  maintained  hnnfelf  by  cap-uiaking — a  remarkable  inflance  of  humility 
and  felf-denial  in  fo  great  a  prince.  The  produce  of  labour  and  induflry  being  con- 
fidered  by  the  Mahommedans,  above  all  other  kind,  the  mofl  inddputable  and  lawful 
property,  it  has  been  held  highly  commendable  by  many  of  their  learned  theologifis 
to  lubfift  by  the  practice  of  it.  This  may  account  for  the  emperors  trade  of  cap¬ 
making,  who  either  was,  or  pretended  to  be,  a  very  religious  man. 

|J  The  Sunnis  and  Shiahs  are  two  great  fefts,  into  which  the  Mahommedans  are 
divided.  The  Sunnis  acknowledge  as  lawful  the  fucceffion  of  Abubikr,  Omar, 
Othman  or  Ofman,  and  Ali,  and  receive  the  Koran  and  Mahommed’s  traditions, 
in  thefenfe  they  are  expounded  by  their  four  great  doctors,  Hanifa,  Malek,  Shafi,  and 
Hanbal.  The  Shiahs  deny  the  lawfulnefs  of  the  iucceffion  of  Abubikr,  Omar,  and 
Qthnian,  and  maintain  that  Mortiza  Ali,  Mahomuied’s  fon-i  11-law,  (according  to  the 
j  rophef  swill),  ought  immediately  to  fucceed  him.  They  pay  no  regard  to  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  the  above-mentioned  doftors,  but  are  entirely  guided  by  their  own  Imams. 
'1  he  Turks,  Tartars,  and  Indians,  are  of  the  former,  and  the  Peifians  chiefly  of  the 
latter  left.  The  foriper  account  themfelves  the  mofl  orthodox.  Aurengzebe  was.  of 
th  is  fell,  but  his  Ions  were  of  the  Shiah.  They  are  inveterate  and  bitter  enemies  to 
each  otjj*ftr ;  and  the  Shiahs  execrate  and  deteff  the  Khalit’s,  Abubikr,  Omar,  and 
Othman,  the  immediate  fuccdfgrs  of  die  prophet,  and  predecelTors  of  Ali. 
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ture,  as  the  dead  are  in  the  hands 
of  the  living. 

4th.  Let  them  burv  this  wan- 

J 

derer  in  the  vale  of  iniquity,  bare¬ 
headed  ;  as  there  are  doubtlefs  hopes 
of  mercy  to  a  wretched  criminal, 
whom  they  lead  bareheaded  to  a 
King  of  exalted  *  dignity. 

5  th.  Let  my  coffin  be  covered  with 
fome  of  the  coarfe  white  cloth  called 
guzzi ;  let  no  canopy  be  carried 
over  it  ;  and  let  them  refrain  from 
the  vile  praflice  of  having  elegy- 
fingers  to  precede  it. 

tith.  Let  the  ruler  of  the  empire 
treat  thole  afflicted  fervants,  who 
have  wandered  through  wilds  and 
deferts  with  this  departed  finner, 
with  affedlion  and  tendernefs  ;  and 
fhould  any  fault  be  difcovered  in 
them,  let  him  reward  it  with  for- 
givenefs  and  mercy. 

7th.  There  is  none  better  calcu¬ 
lated  for  a  minifter  of  fate  than  a 
Perfian.  In  war  alfo,  from  the 
reign  of  his  majefly  of  bleffed  +  me¬ 
mory,  till  the  prefenttime,  none  of 
this  nation  ever  fled  from  the  field 
of  battle,  or  flipp’d  from  their  feet 
ot  firmnefs ;  nor  have  they  ever 
been  refractory  or  perfidious  :  but 
as  they  require  much  attention  and 
refpeft,  it  is  difficult  to  fatisfy 
them,  though  by  all  means  highly 
neceflary,  and  more  fo,  not  to  treat 
them  with  negleft. 

8th.  The  Tartars  are  undoubtedly 
a  race  of  excellent  foldiers.  They  are 
very  expert  and  judicious  in  plunder¬ 


ing  and  devaftating  a  country,  and  in 
making  night  attacks  and  prifoners  ; 
nor  do  they  account  it  any  difgrace 
to  retire  from  aftion  fighting  ;  be¬ 
ing  in  this  refpeft  far  remote  from 
the  grofs  ignorance  of  the  Hin- 
duftanians,  whofe  heads  may  go 
'ere  they  will  go  themfelves.  It  is 
by  all  means  neceflary,  therefore,  to 
treat  thefe  people  with  regard,  as 
they  will  be  ferviceable  upon  many 
occaflons  where  others  will  J  not. 

qth.  To  the  SyedsjJ,  worthy  of 
profperity,  refpeft  fhould  be  fhewn, 
and  according  to  the  word  of  God, 
“  refpefl  is  due  to  his  kindred," 
not  to  be  negleCted  :  and  becaufe 
the  love  of  this  race,  agreeable  to 
the  Koran,  “  1  require  nothing  of  ye 
for  him,  except  affection  towards, 
his  kindred,"  is  a  reward  of  the 
command,  it  never  fhould  be  dimi- 
nifhed,  for  it  is  equally  productive 
of  temporal  and  eternal  happinefs. 
It  is  neceflary,  however,  to  be 
very  cautious  of  the  Syeds  of  Bar- 
reah,  and  without  abating  any  inter¬ 
nal  regard  for  them,  not  to  advance 
them  according  to  their  dignity,  as 
they  will  confederate,  not  only 
with  the  molt  powerful,  but  the 

tvrant  of  the  country.  If  the. 
♦  ✓ 

rein,  therefore,  is  once  flackened, 
repentance  will  be  in  vain.  Re¬ 
pentance  will  not  avail  when  the 
thing  is  done. 

iOth.  Let  the  tenth  article 
of  my  will  be  duly  executed. 
They  §  will  give  their  eldeft  daugh¬ 
ter 


*  This  feemsto  allude  tothecuftom  of  bringing  great  criminals  in  Hinduflan,  who 
have  been  admitted  to  pardon,  into  the  fovereign’s  prefence  with  their  hands  tied 
with  their  turban,  and  confequently  bareheaded, 
t  His  father  the  Emperor  Shah  Jehan. 

t-  ’Fhofe  nations  in  the  two  preceding  articles,  which  have  been  tranflated  Pcrfians 
and  Tartars,  are  exprefled  in  the  original  by  the  words  Iran  and  Toran.  The  former 
is  generally  underflood  tor  the  kingdom  ot  Perfia,  comprehending  all  thofe  regions 
extending  from  the  Oxus  to  the  Perfian  tea  on  the  Couth,  and  the  Tigris  on  the  weft  ; 
and  the  country  beyond  the  Oxus  is  called  Turan  ;  but -all  the  higher  Alia,  excepting 
India  and  C. hina,  is  comprehended  by  Eaflern  niftorians  under  thefe  two  names., 
f  1  he  defendants  ot  Mahommed  by  his  daughter  Fatima  and  the  Khalif  Ah. 

%  It  is  cuftomary  toaddrefs  perfons  ot  rank  in  the  third  perfon  plural,  anil  to  ufe 
the  third  perlon  finguUr  vourfclf.  Mahommed  Ainu  Shah'  is  the  perfon  here 
meant. 
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ter  to  the  Trince  Mahommed  * 
Azim,  and  the  youngeft  to  Siadet 
Khan,  the  fon  of  Siadet  Khan,  the 
fon  of  Siadet  Khan,  deceafed. 

LETTER. 

Wealth  is  the  beloved  object  of 
all  mankind :  Whoever  has  it, 
they  pay  great  refpeft  to,  and  de¬ 
ceive  him  wkh  excefs  of  adulation  ; 
hut  when  it  once  forfakes  his  pof- 
feffion,  they  thence  throng  him  no 
more. 

The  emperor  Jehangier  fays,  in 
his  jehangier  +  Name-— “  divifions 
daily  arifing  from  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  our  reign,  we  deemed  re- 
pofe  unlawful  for  ourfelf ;  and  in 
order  to  protect  and  defend  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  God,  we  never  fiept  with  the 
eye  of  a  friend 

“To  give  red  to  every  body  befide, 

“  We  inured  our  own  to  the  want  of 
it.” 

(t  By  the  favour  of  God,  our  cuf- 
tom  by  degrees  became  fuch,  that 
fleep  never  plundered  more  of  the 
wealth  of  our  time  than  two  af- 
tronomical  hours  in  the  fpace  of  a 
day  and  a  night ;  whence  we  de¬ 
rived  thefe  two  advantages,  a  tho¬ 
rough  knowledge  of  the  affairs  of 
the  empire,  and  wakefulnefs  in  the 
remembrance  of  God.” 

It  is  a  fhame  that  this  life,  of  an 
imperfect  day,fhou!d  bepaffed  away 
in  floth  and  forgetfulnefs,  when  the 
long  fleep  of  death  is  before  it; 
Deeming  it  precious,  one  fhould 
not,  on  the  contrary,  be  the  twink¬ 
ling  of  an  eye  diveiled  of  the 
thoughts  of  God. 

jBe  wakeful,  a  flrange  deep  is  juft  before 
vou. 


them;  and  tyrants,  are  no-wife 
concerned  for  the  blood  they  died, 
or  rather  think  they  are  only 
pouring  water  as  from  a  river.  Go¬ 
vernment  is  a  difficult  undertaking. 
We  know  not  what  will  happen  to, 
or  become  of  us*  on  the  day  of  re¬ 
tribution  ;  or  what  misfortunes  will 
henceforth  befal  the  fervants  of  God. 
The  thoughts  of  Saturday  are  bitter 
to  the  children  who  have  played 
away  J  Friday  :  The  pleafure  of  to¬ 
day,  without  reflection  on  to-mar- 
row,  is  agreeable. 

LETTER. 

(i  Tell  me, ”  faid  his  late  Majes¬ 
ty  to  Saadullah  Khan,  “  what  ac¬ 
tions  contribute  to  pleafe  the  Crea¬ 
tor  and  the  creature,  and  infure  a 
happy  eternity  V’  “  They  are  the 
juftice  and  generofity,”  he  replied, 
“  which  the  Almighty  has  endowed 
your  facred  Majefty  with. 5 ’ 

A  perfon  prefent  upon  another 
occadon  faid  to  Saadullah  Khan, 
that  there -were  few  men  of  virtue 
and  integrity  to  be  met  with  in 
thofe  days,  or  they  mud:  have  come 
within  his  notice.  He  replied, 
that  the  world  had  never  been  with¬ 
out  virtuous  men:  That  it  became 
a  wife  man,  for  his  own  fake,  to 
find  and  encourage  them,  and  not 
lend  his  ear  to  the  calumnies  which 
defigning  men,  to  ferve  their  finif- 
ter  views,  might  diffeminate  againffi 
them.  His  Majefty  obferved,  that 
men  of  virtue,  ambitious  of  fame, 
and  upright  minifters,  were  inefti- 
mable  ;  and  that,  therefore,  it  was 
the  duty  of  every  one  whom  the 
Almighty  had  raifed  to  an  exalted 
ftation,  to  fearch  for  them,  find  them, 
retain  them  with  honour,  and  do 


LETTER. 

Men  of  worldly  views  pay  little 
regard  to  religious  perfons,  becaufe  his  utmoft  to  make  their  fituations 
they  cannot,  upon  all  occafions,  ex-  agreeable  to  them.  (i  He  fhould 
pc£t  fuch  implicit  fubaiiftion  from  prefer,”  continued  his  Majefty, 
r  «  the 

*  The  fecondfon  of  Sultan  Mahommed  Mimnu 

+  The  Kiftorvof  his  reign  written  by  himfelf. 

±  The  Mahommedan  Sabbath. 
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Si  the  gem  of  abilities,  though  it 
proved  to  be  an  alien  -s  and  be  an 
alien  to  all  others  without  them, 
though  they  might  think  themfclves 
preferable.’ 1  And  on  the  other 
hand,  he  faid,  that  fhould  a  minifter 
advance  his  relations,  and  be  partial 
to  his  kin,  it  would  eventually  be 
his  downfall,  and  prove  his  ruin. 

One  day  in  private,  his,.Majefty 
recommended  it  to  Dara  Shekowh, 
never  to  treat  the  emirs  of  the  em¬ 
pire  with  difrefpeft  and  haughti- 
nefs,  nor  entertain  unjuft  fufpicions 
of  them,  prejudicial  to  their  loyal¬ 
ty  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  behave 
with  courtefy  to  them  all,  as  he 
would  find  his  account  in  it :  By 
no  means  to  contend  with  them 
when  he  had  defigns  to  execute, 
nor  give  ear  to  reprefen tations  of 
defigning  people  againft  them. — 
*s  This  advice,”  faid  his  Majefty, 
“  may  fome  time  be  ufeful  to  you  : 
And  forafmuch  as  my  heart  is  con¬ 
cerned  for  your  profperity,  I  cannot 
avoid  telling  you  the  difagreeable 
truth,  that  variance  with  men  of 
refolution  and  abilities  will  be  de¬ 
finitive  of  it.” 

His  Majefty  at  another  time  com¬ 
ing  very  low  fpirited  to  the  bath, 
Saadullah  Khan,  and  Allimurdan 
Khan,  inquired  the  caufe  of  his  de¬ 
jection.  He  told  them  in  reply, 
thatfeveral  of  his  great  officers  and 
governors  had  lately  become  the 
food  of  death,  and  that  he  did  not 
immediately  obferve  others  of  dig¬ 
nity  and  abilities  fufficient  t©  fup- 
ply  their  place,  or  who  would  foon 
be  able  to  fupport  fuch  weighty  af¬ 
fairs  :  And  this  reflection,  he  ob- 
ferved,  with  the  apprehenfion  left 
the  government  might  be  deranged 
in  confequence,  had  troubled  and 
perplexed  his  mind.  Kulich  Khan 
hereupon  remarked,  that  as  the  pro¬ 
fperity  of  the  affairs  of  the  empire 
depended  entirely  upon  the  choice 

vol.  3. 


his  Majefty  made  of  perfons  for  the 
management  of  them,  arid  on  his 
advancement  of  them  to  dignities 
equal  to  their  capacities,  he  could 
immediately  produce  five  perfons, 
the  fervants  of  his  flave,  who  pof- 
feflfed  abilities,  and  had  been  edu¬ 
cated  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  merit 
thefirft  pofts  of  the  empire,  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  provinces,  and  the 
management  of  the  greateft  affairs. 
His  Majefty  heard  thefe  words  with 
much  fatisfadfion,  and  directed  Ku¬ 
lich  Khan  to  bring  the  men  to  him 
in  the  evening,  that  he  might  ob¬ 
ferve  their  appearance,  and  judge  of 
their  difpofitions.  How  pleafing  is 
the  profpedl  of  fucceeding  agreeable 
to  our  wiihe$!  They  all  came  to 
court  accordingly  ;  and  after  having 
had  the  honour  of  being  prefented 
to  his  Majefty,  and  found  poffeffed 
of  the  abilities  and  endowments, 
they  had  been  reprefented  to  have, 
the  fovereign  of  the  world  advan¬ 
ced  them  to  dignities  fuitable  to 
their  worth,  and  annexed  appoint¬ 
ments  to  thefe  of  adequate  import. 
His  Majefty  likewife  diftinguifhed 
the  Khan  with  particular  favours, 
increafed  his  perfonal  rank  a  thou- 
fand,  and  his  corps  a  thoufand  horfe, 
and  laid. 

May  pleafure  attend  thee,  as  thou  haft 
given  pleafure  to  us ! 

The  Khan,  in  grateful  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  the  acceptance  of  his 
recommendation,  and  of  the  favours 
his  gracious  mafter  had  heft  owed  up¬ 
on  him,  diftributed  a  thoufand  rupees 
among  worthy  objects  of  charity. 

BETTER. 

I  wifti  much,  my  dear  Khan  Fi- 
roze  Jung,  to  viftt  you  in  your  ill- 
nefs,  but  with  what  countenance  or 
fight  fhall  I  be  able  to  behold  you? 
I  have  therefore  fent  Saadut  Khgn 
in  my  ftead,  to  fee  you  with  my 
eyes,  and  let  me  know  truly  what 
he  thinks  of  your  fituation, 
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Of  the  new  grown  fruits  at  this 
place,  grapes  can  only  be  yet  pro¬ 
cured,  which  fkilful  phyficians  are 
of  opinion  will  be  very  hurtful  to 
you  ;  and  for  that  very  reafon  I 
fhall  think  them  unwholefome  for 
myfelf.  Rut,  by  the  Hefting  of  God, 
when  you  are  perfectly  recovered, 
and  entirely  reftored  to  health,  we 
will  then  eat  them  together. 

O  Lord,  how  plealing  is  this  wifh  of 
mine ! 

Conduct  me  thou  to  the  fruition  of  it  ! 

A  reparation  of  the  troops  is  in- 
difpenfable  :  You  mu  ft  fend  your 
fon  to  the  prefence,  who  will  re¬ 
turn  to  you,  after  being  diftinguifh- 
ed  with  liberalities  and  favours. 
Take  care,  defpair  not,  fince  thou  know- 
eft  not  the  fecrets  of  futurity  : 

Jfts  tricks  are  hid  under  a  veil ;  be  not 
concerned. 

LETTER. 

The  banditti  continually  infeft 
the  roads  from  *  Chummarconda  to 
Kaderabad,  fo  that  paffengers  can¬ 
not  go  in  fafety  ;  which  I  ftrongly 
fufpeft  can  be  attributed  to  nothing 
but  careleffnefs  and  inattention.  A 
fign  is  fufficient  for  the  wife.  Ydu 
have  it  in  your  power  to  procure 
the  beft  intelligence  from  all  parts  ; 
why  do  not  you,  therefore,  get  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  motions  of  thefe 
mifereants  ?  You  fhould  provide  for 
the  future  in  time  prefen t,  and  not 
procraftinate  till  the  approach  of  the 
evil  day.  It  is  but  juftice  to  dif- 
tinguifh.  good  fervants  with  ade¬ 
quate  rewards,  and  to  punifh  the 
wicked  according  to  the  enormity 
of  their  evil  adfions ;  for,  favour 
fhewn  to  them,  fets  the  good  at  en¬ 
mity  with  God.  *  This  world  k  the 
fown  field  of  eternity.  We  expert 
an  anfwer, 

A  tyrant  once  craved  the  inter- 
peflion  of  a  holy  man  ;  he  was  an- 
fwej-ed,  none  other  could  operate  in 


favour  of  oppreffors,  except  juftice 
towards  the  oppreffed. 

letter. 

My  foul!  my  darling  fon  !  being 
charmed  with  fome  paflages  in  the 
writings  of  his  late  majefty,  (may 
God  illuminate  his  paths !)  I  am  im¬ 
pelled  by  the  ardour  of  my  afFedfion 
to  tranferibe  them  for  your  perufal  ; 
as  well  that  I  may  not  alone  enjoy 
the  pieafure  derived  from  the  pof-  • 
feftion  of  them,  as  that  you  may  re¬ 
ceive  inftruciion  from  the  excellent 
precepts  they  convey. 

6(  Several  things,’*  his  majefty 
obferves,  “  ought  to  be  accounted 
moft  laudable  and  worthy  of  atten¬ 
tion  :  Not  to  fhew  countenance  to 
bad  people :  Not  to  be  afFeded  at 
the  want  of  fuccefs  in  the  attain¬ 
ment  of  your  wifhes :  Not  to  hurt 
the  feelings  of  men  of  quick  fenfe. 
and  amiable  difpofttions :  Not  to 
afk  a  favour  of  a  perfon,  though  in 
the  greateft  diftrefs:  To  affociate 
with  men  of  virtuous  principles ; 
To  feek  diligently  for  men  of  abi- 
lit  ies :  To  admit  no  ignorant  per¬ 
fon  to  your  prefence:  To  give  to 
the  deferving,  according  to  your 
pieafure,  before  they  aik  it  of  you  ; 
To  honour  men  of  learning  and  in¬ 
genuity  :  To  habituate  your  mind 
to  ftridt  juftice  and  impartiality  : 
Not  to  be  inclined  to  controverfy 
fubverfive  of  your  faith :  Not  to  be 
regardlefs  of  the  ftate  of  the  ftn- 
cerely  refigned  to  God  :  Toefteem 
thofe  your  friends  who  areftrangers 
to  the  world:  To  advance  thofe 
who  can  manage  the  affairs  of  both 
worlds:”  For 

Our  pot  companions  drank  the  wine,  and 

afterwards  departed. 

There  are  doubtlefs,  at  prefent 
even,  many  good  men  to  be  found  ; 
bu:  who  has  fet  his  mind  to  difeo- 
ver  and  bring  them  forward  ?  And 

it 
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it  is  evident  that  fome  time  hence 
they  will  be  worfe  than  now.  You 
therefore,  who  lay  claim  to  refti- 
tude  in  whatever  relates  to  govern¬ 
ment,  fhould  feek,  invite,  feize, 
hold,  and  keep  with  care,  men  truly 
fuch  in  name  as  well  as  condud. 

LETTER. 

Beloved  fon  !  You  mull  have 
learnt  from  the  letters  of  your  va¬ 
keel,  and  the  reprefen  tations  of  your 
colledors  of  intelligence,  the  par¬ 
ticulars  of  the  misfortunes  we  met. 
with  in  our  march  to  Kehlina  ;  in 
which  the  condition  of  the  faithful 
could  not  be  feen  without  emotion, 
nor  the  diftreffes  of  the  troops  be 
endured  without  afflidion.  Thank 
God,  however,  its  difficulties,  re¬ 
plete  with  mifery,  are  at  an  end, 
and  that  we  are  at  laft  returned 
fafe.  Such  misfortunes  as  thefe 
they  call  the  effed  of  the  enormous 
iniquity  of  mankind  ;  and  the  par¬ 
ticular  adions  of  the  fovereign,  no 
doubt,  operate  to  the  advantage  or 
detriment  of  the  people. — This  al¬ 
ludes  to  the  fupinenefs  and  negled 
of  this  worthless  wretch  ourfelf. 

LETTER. 

The  Shereef  of  Mecca  the  mag. 
nificent,  who  has  heard  of  the  great 
wealth  of  Hinduftan,  fends  an  am. 
baffador  every  year  to  draw  his 
fhare  of  gain  from  it ;  but  as  the 
fums  which  we  give  are  intended 
for  the  worthy  and  deferving,  and 
not  for  him,  it  behooves  us  to  know 
that  they  alone  receive  them,  and 
that  the  hand  of  thisufurper  of  right 
does  not  reach  to  them.  At  all 
events,  however,  if  thefe  gifts  are 
made  with  a  fincere  heart,  and  are 
approved  and  acceptable  to  the  pro- 
Dhet,  they  will  be  conveyed  to 
thofe  they  are  intended  for  ;  but  if 
they  proceed  from  hypocrify,  it  is 
setter  they  Ihould  not.  t(  This 
md  that  is  from  thy  maker,  and 
thefe  folks  are  made  happy." 


Shew  mercy  unto  me,  Lord  God, 
and  to  all  true  believers ! 

LETTER. 

Innaiyet  Ullah  Khan  has  repre- 
fented,  through  Mahommed  Akhlas, 
to  us,  that  the  eldcft  fon  of  the 
empire  is  involved  in  debt,  and 
that  the  pay  of  his  troops  is  increaf. 
ed.  How  indeed  can  it  be  other- 
wife  when  fuch  pods  and  allowances 
are  given  to  people  without  exa¬ 
mining  their  merits,  and  fuch  bene¬ 
fits  and  favours  bellowed  upon  them 
unfeafonably  and  out  of  place.  He 
has  the  Koran  by  heart,  and  is  a 
learned  commentator  ©n  it :  can  he 
not  call  to  mind  the  meaning  of  the 
paffage,  “  they  fpend,  out  of  mere 
profufenefs,”  and  does  he  never, 
even  inadvertently,  read  the  expli¬ 
cation  of  it  ? 

With  open  eyes  and  ears,  and  fo 
much  knowledge,  I  am  aftonifhed 
•at  the  blindnefs  which  God  has  caft 
upon  him. 

His  dewan  too  is  a  perfon  un¬ 
known,  and  by  nation  a  Calhmeri- 
an.  Let  him  take  this  into  confi- 
deration,  and  appoint  a  fit  perfon  to 
the  office.  There  is  Aflem  Khan 
by  the  way  is  not  a  bad  man  for  it ; 
he  may  alk  Innaiyet  Ullah  Khan  if 
he  is. 

LETTER. 

The  fakier  who  was  with  us  laft 
night,  has  no  fhare  of  learning,  and 
feems  upon  the  whole  a  barren  faint. 
His  piety  too,  very  likely,  is  only 
hypocrify.  Many  of  his  words 
and  attions,  one  of  which  was  his 
refufal  of  a  gratuity,  were  alfo  con¬ 
trary  to  law.  For  as  the  fovereign 
in  the  firft  place  is  the  trulfee  of 
the  public  property,  whatever  he 
may  pleafe  to  give  a  perfon  is  law¬ 
ful  to  be  received  by  him.  And 
in  cafe  he  fhould  appropriate  to  him- 
felf,  by  the  advice  and  confent  of 
his  fpiritual  and  temporal  affociates 
in  the  government,  the  revenues  of 
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certain  villages  for  his  own  private 
.expenditure,  and  bellow  them  in 
gratuities  upon  any  one,  they  are 
likewife  lawful  to  be  received  : 
particularly,  how  can  they  be  deem¬ 
ed  prohibited  to  a  deftitute  der- 
veifh  ?  Enquire  his  motives  for 
this  extraordinary  conduct,  and  if 
he  gives  any  that  are  reafonable 
and  fatisfadbory,  let  us  be  made  ac¬ 
quainted  with  them,  that,  though  a 
Have  to  our  prejudices,  we  may  af- 
fent  to  their  propriety.  And  in 
cafehelhould  not  be  able  to  do  this, 
let  hi  in  be  treated  as  heretics  are, 

MXRZA  ABU  TALEB  KHAN. 

XvfiRZA  Abu  Taleb  Khan,  the  author  of  the  following  curious  article,  is  a  native 
pf  Lucknow,  in  the  province  of  Gude,  in  Hinduftan.  He  was  born  of  refpedtable 
Mahoinmedan  parents,  and  he  follows  the  religion  of  his  family.  He  was  early  dif- 
fcinguifhed,  in  his  native  place,  for  his  abilities,  and  his  love  of  knowledge.  Having 
travelled  into  Bengal,  he  was  noticed  by  Mahmud  Rizza  Khan,  who  appointed  him 
an  aumil,  or  collector  of  the  revenues.  The  duties  of  this  ftation,  and  the  feaulous 
attention  which  he  paid  to  them,  enabled  him  to  acquire  a  very  perfedl  knowledge 
both  of  the  principles  and  pradlice  of  the  revenue  fyltem  of  Hinduftan.  On  his  leav¬ 
ing  the  fervice  of  Rizza  Khan,  he  returned  to  Lucknow ;  when  Afoph-ud-Dowlah,the 
Nabob  of  Oude,  having  heard  of  his  fuperior  qualifications  for  the  office  of  aumil, 
gave  him  fehe  colledlion  of  the  moft  populous  and  valuable  diftridt  in  his  dominions. 
In  that  diftridl  he  refided  for  many  years  ;  and,  by  the  good  fenfe, knowledge,  liberality, 
and-ftndl  probity  with  which  he  exercifed  the  functions  of  his  office,  he  made  the 
ryots,  or  hufbandmen,  from  whom  he  collected  the  revenues,  the  moft  orderly,  peace¬ 
ful,  and  happy  in  Hinduftan.  So  high,  indeed,  was  his  fenfe  of  honour,  and  his  fpirit 
of  benevolence,  that  he  refufed  to  receive  the  emoluments  appertaining  to  his  office, 
bet  requefted  permiffion  to  diftribute  themamongft  fuch  of  the  poorer  fort  of  ryots,  as 
were  difabled,  by  age  or  infirmities,  from  following  their  ufual  labours.  Such  con- 
dudi  was  not  likely  to  make  him  a  favourite  with  the  courtiers  at  Lucknow  :  but  the 
Nabob  himfelf,  fenfible,  in  this  inftance  at  leaft,  of  fuch  extraordinary  merit,  gave 
him  an  aumildarry*  of  confiderable  extent  and  value.  This  diftineftion  ferved  to 
heighten  the  jealoufy  and  to  raife  the  envy  of  the  other  aumils,  who  induftrioufly  pro¬ 
pagated  malicious  reports  againft  him,  and  infinuated  that  he  was  facrificing  the  in- 
terefts  of  his  mafter  to  thofe  of  the  Engliftp  This  infinuation  had  an  appearance  of 
probability,  from  the  intimacy  which  fubfifted  between  Abu  Taleb  and  the  Englifti 
gentlemen  who  refided  at  Lucknow  :  hut,  piqued  at  his  condudl  being  fufpedted,  he 
threw  up  his  employment,  and  confequently  his  aumildarry.  Some  years  afterward  he 
came  to  Calcutta;  and  handfome  offers  of  employment  were  made  him  by  the  Englifti 
government,  ofwhjch,  at  firft,  he  refufed  to  accept.  But,  at  the  requeft  of  Marquis 

Cornwallis, 

*  An  Aumildarry  is  a  portion  of  I®  nd  given  by  the  prince  to  an  sumildar,  or  colleger  of  revenue? 
as  a  reward  for  his  fervices. 


who  cut  out  fuperllitions  for  them- 
felves,  and  falfely  give  the  fandlion 
of  the  law  to  them. 

Sultan  MahmoodGhuznive  (may 
God  abfolve  him  !)  would  allow 
neither  heretics  nor  enthufiafts  to 
approach  his  prefence,  nor  even  fuf- 
fer  them  to  flay  in  his  dominions, 
that  others,  perceiving  their  felf- 
denial,  might  not  be  led  aftray  by 
them,  nor  have  they  the  power  by 
their  arts  to  decoy  others.  God 
dired  us  in  the  right  wray,  and 
peace  to  the  pious  and  devout! 
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Cornwallis,  lie  agreed  to  go  to  Hydrabad  in  the  capacity  of  agent  for  the  Englifh  go» 
Vernment;  which  ftation,  however,  he  never  filled,  it  having  been  found  advifeable 
to  transfer  the  appointment  to  an  Englilh  officer.  In  the  year  1799  he  was  Educed  to 
come  to  England,  from  his  general  curiofity  for  knowledge,  as  well  as  a  ftrong  defire 
to  fee  a  country,  of  which  he  had  heard  fo  much,  and  in  which  he  was  fure  of  meet¬ 
ing  an  hofpitable  reception  from  feveral  gentlemen  whom  he  had  formerly  known  at 
Lucknow.  He  took  his  paffage  in  an  Indiaman;  and  after  having  palled  a  couple  of 
months  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  on  his  way,  he  landed  at  Cork  in  Ireland  :  he 
then  proceeded  to  Dublin  ;  and  from  thence,  by  the  ufual  route,  to  London.  He  has 
refided  here  ever  fince  ;  and  has  been  introduced  at  court,  and  received  into  the  Deft 
company,  where  he  met  with  that  attention  and  refped  to  which  his  excellent  charac¬ 
ter  and  fingular  merit  fo  well  entitled  him.  Before  he  came  to  England,  he  paid  feme 
attention  to  our  language  ;  and  he  has  now  acquired  a  fufficient  knowledge  of  it,  to 
read  it  to  his  own  latisfadion,  and  make  himfelf  underflood  in  converfation.  He  left 
England  a  few  weeks  ago,  for  Paris,  where  he  propofes  to  pafs  a  ihort  time,  and  then 
to  go  through  Vienna  to  Conftantinople,  and  from  thence,  by  way  of  Egypt,  to  Mec¬ 
ca,  in  order  to  vifit  the  Caaba.  From  Mecca,  he  will  probably  proceed  acrofs  the 
deferts  into  Perfia  ;  and  from  thence,  through  Cabuleflan,  Cafhmir,  and  the  Panjab, 
to  Delhi  and  Lucknow. .  During  his  refidence  in  this  country,  he  compofed  a  poem 
in  the  Perfian  language,  deferiptive  of  London,  the  adjacent  country,  the  perfonsj 
habits,  manners,  and  public  amufements  of  the  Englilh. 

H  is  u  Vindication  of  the  Liberties  of  the  yifiatic  Women  f  he  wrote  in  Perfic  ;  and  the 
following  is  a  literal  tranflation  of  his  manufeript.  Our  readers  will  perufe  with  in- 
tercfl  the  information  which  it  contains,  refpedling  the  domeflic  ceconomy  of  the 
Muffulmans  of  Hinduftan,  and  the  peculiar  privileges  and  cuftoms  of  their  women: 
and  our  ftill  limited  acquaintance  with  thefe  cuftoms,  notwithllanding  all  the  inquiries 
that  have  been  made,  and  all  that  has  been  written  about  the  natives  of  India,  ffiould 
teach  us  to  be  indulgent  to  the  imperfedl  and  curious  notions  formed  of  our  habits  and 
cuftoms  by  an  Hindufanee ,  to  whom,  from  their  ftriking  contrail  fro  his  own,  they  mull 
appear  fo  fingular  and  unaccountable. 


Vindication  of  the  Liberties  of  the  Asiatic  Women. 
~  By  Mirza  Abu  Taleb  Khan. 


One  day,  in  a  certain  company, 
the  converfation  turned  upon  Li¬ 
berty,  in  refped  of  which  the 
English  confider  their  own  cuf¬ 
toms  the  moft  perfed  in  the  world. 
An  Englilh  lady,  addreffing  herfelf 
to  me,  obferved,  that  the  women 
of  Afia  have  no  liberty  at  all,  but 
live  like  Haves,  without  honour 
and  authority,  in  the  houfes  of  their 
hufbands  ;  and  fhe  cenfured  the 
men  for  their  unkindnefs,  and  the 
women,  alfo,  for  fubmitting  to  be 
fo  undervalued.  However  much  I 
attempted,  by  various  ways*  to  un¬ 
deceive  her,  (and  in  truth,  faid  I, 


the  cafe  is  exadly  the  feverfe,  it  is 
the  European  women  who  do  not 
poflefs  fo  much  power,)  yet  it  did 
not  bring  convidion  to  her  mind* 
She  however  began  to  waver  in  her 
own  opinion,  and  falling  into  doubt, 
requeued  of  me  to  write  fomething 
on  the  fubjed,  the  purport  of  which 
fhe  might  comprehend  at  one  view* 
and  be  enabled  to  diftinguilh  the 
truth  from  falfehood.  Since  the 
fame  wrong  opinion  is  deeply  root¬ 
ed  in  the  minds  of  all  other  Euio- 
peans,  and  has  been  frequently  be¬ 
fore  this  held  forth,  I  confidered 
it  necelfary  to  write  a  few  lines 
#  G  8  aen- 


r 


ASIATIC  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1801. 


02 


concerning  the  privileges  of  the  fe¬ 
male  fex,  as  eftablidied  both  by 
law  and  cuftom,  in  Alia  and  in 
Europe,  omitting  whatever  was 
common  to  both,  and  noticing  what 
is  principally  peculiar  to  each,  in 
the  manner  of  comparifon,  that  the 
diftin&ion  may  be  the  more  eafily 
made,  and  the  real  ftate  of  the  cafe 
become  evident  to  thofe  capable  of 
difcernment. 

It  mull  be  firft  laid  down  as  a 
general  maxim,  that,  in  focial  order, 
refpeft  to  the  rules  of  eqoity  and 
politenefs,  and  forbearance  from  in¬ 
jury,  is  a  neceflary  condition ;  for, 
othervvife,  the  liberty  of  one  would, 
be  deftruftive  of  the  liberty  of  an¬ 
other  :  thus,  if  a  perfon  be  at  li¬ 
berty  to  do  with  his  own  houfe 
what  may  endanger  the  fafety  of 
his  neighbour’s,  this  muft  be  in  di- 
red  oppofition  to  the  liberty  of  that 
neighbour  ;  or,  if  in  order  to  free 
himfelf  from  the  inconveniences  of 
the  hot  weather,  he  fhould  vifit  his 
friends  in  his  dreffing  gown  or  night- 
fliirt,  although  it  would  be  eafe  and 
liberty  to  him,  yet  it  would  be  low¬ 
ing  the  feeds  of  ill-breeding  :  there¬ 
fore  the  obfervance  of  thefe  rules  is 
efiential. 

Thofe  things  which  make  the  li¬ 
berty  of  the  Afiatic  women  appear 
lefs  than  that  of  the  Europeans,  are, 
in  my  opinion,  fix. 

The  firfi  is,  “  the  little  inter- 
courfe  with  men,  and  concealment 
from  view,”  agreeably  to  law  and 
their  own  habits  ;  and  this  is  the 
chief  of  thefe  fix  ;  for  it  has  been  the 
caufe  of  thofe  falfe  notions  enter¬ 
tained  by  the  European  women, 
that  the  inclination  of  the  Aliatic 
women  leads  them  to  walk  out  in 
the  llreets  and  market-places,  but 
that  their  hufbands  keep  them  (hut 
up,  and  fet  guards  over  the  door. 
It  may  be  here  obferved,  that  the 
advantages  of  this  little  intercourjer 


which  prevents  all  the  evils  arifing 
from  the  admittance  of  ftrangers, 
and  affords  fo  much  time  for  work 
and  ufeful  employments,  are  fo  very 
manifeft,  that  they  need  not  be  en¬ 
larged  upon  ;  and  befides,  the  prac¬ 
tice,  in  London,  of  keeping  the 
doors  of  the  houfes  fhut,  and  the 
contemptible  condition  of  the  Dutch 
at  the  Cape,  are  fufficient  proofs. 
Notwithstanding  this,  the  cuftom  of 
the  intercourfe  of  the  fexes  is  al¬ 
lowed  in  England,  and  it  is  owing 
both  to  the  force  of  virtue  and  good 
manners  generally  to  be  found  in 
the  Englifh,  and  to  the  apprehen- 
fion  of  other  greater  inconvenien- 
cies,  the  chief  of  which  are  four, 
as  here  mentioned,  and  whofe  ef¬ 
fects  are  not  felt  in  Alia.  One  of 
thefe  is,  the  high  price  of  things, 
and  the  fmall  number  of  fervants 
and  rooms ;  for  were  there  a  fepa- 
rate  houfe,  and  table,  and  equipage 
for  the  wife,  the  expence  would  be 
too  great  to  be  borne;  and  therefore 
of  necellity  both  hufband  and  wife 
eat  their  food,  with  their  guefts,  in 
one  place,  deep  together  in  the 
fame  chamber,  and  cannot  avoid 
being  always  in  each  other’s  com¬ 
pany  :  contrary  to  the  cuftom  in 
A.iia,  where,  by  reafon  of  the  cheap- 
nefs  of  work,  the  women  have  fe- 
parate  apartments  for  themfelves, 
and  have  not  to  make  their  time 
and  convenience  fuit  that  of  their 
hufbands ;  and  when  their  particular 
friends  are  with  them,  they  do  not 
defire  their  hufband’s  company  for 
feveral  days,  but  fend  his  victuals  to 
him  in  the  murdannah,  (or  male 
apartments  ;)  and,  in  like  manner, 
when  the  hufband  wifhes  to  be  un¬ 
did  urbed,  he  eats  and  fleeps  in  the 
murdannah. 

A  fecond  caufe  is*  ((  the  cold- 
nefs  of  this  climate,  which  requires 
exercife  and  walking,  and  the  huf¬ 
band  to  deep  in  the  fame  bed  with 
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his  wife  :  but  concealment  from 
view  is  incompatible  with  walk¬ 
ing  ;  and  as  for  the  fecond  cafe,  an¬ 
other  caufe  is  the  want  of  room ; 
for  otherwife,  it  is  the  natural  dlf- 
pofitionof  mankind,  when  under  dif- 
trefs  and  affii&ion  of  mind,  to  with 
frequently  for  privacy  and  unre- 
llraint,  and  deep  in  a  room  alone.’' 

A  third  caufe  is  “  the  people 
here  being  all  of  one  kind  for,  in 
this  kingdom,  placed  in  a  corner  of 
tire  globe  where  there  is  no  coining 
and  going  of  foreigners,  the  inter¬ 
course  of  the  fexes  is  not  attended 
with  the  confequences  of  a  cor¬ 
ruption  of  manners,  as  in  Afia, 
where  people  of  various  nations 
dwell  in  the  fame  city  ;  and  to  al¬ 
low  the  women  fuch  a  liberty  there, 
where  there  is  fuch  danger  of  corrup¬ 
tion,  would  be  an  encroachment  up¬ 
on  the  liberty  of  the  men,  which  (as 
(hewn  in  the  beginning)  is  contrary 
to  juftice  ;  and  that  a  corruption 
of  manners  rnuft  enfue,  where  va¬ 
rious  kinds  of  people  mix  together, 
is  too  evident  to  require  demon- 
ftration.  Before  the  Muffulmans 
entered  Hinduftan,  the  women  did 
not  conceal  themfelves  from  view  ; 
and  even  yet,  in  all  the  Hindu  vil¬ 
lages,  it  is  not  cuftomary  :  and  it  is 
well  known  how  inviolable  the 
Hindus  preferve  their  own  cuftom, 
and  how  obftinately  they  are  at¬ 
tached  to  them  ;  but  now  fo  rigid¬ 
ly  do  the  women  in  the  great  towns 
obferve  this  practice  of  concealment 
from  view,  that  the  bride  does  not 
eveq  fhew  herfelf  to  her  father-in- 
law,  and  the  filler  comes  but  fel- 
dom  into  the  prefence  o(  her  brother. 

A  fourth  caufe  is  (f  the  necef- 
fity  which  the  European  women 
have  to  acquire  experience  in  the 
affairs  of  the  world,  and  in  learn¬ 
ing  various  arts,  on  account  of 
the  duty  that  belongs  to  them,  to 
take  part  in  their  hufband’s  buli- 
ads,”  which  experience  could  not 


be  obtained  by  keeping  in  conceal¬ 
ment  ;  whereas  the  duties  of  the 
Afiatic  women,  confiding  only  in 
having  the  cuftody  of  the  hufband’s 
property,  and  bringing  up  the  chil¬ 
dren,  they  have  no  occafion  for  fuch 
experience,  or  for  laying  afide  their 
own  cuftom  of  concealment.  What 
has  been  juft  faid  was  to  fhew  that 
the  Afiatic  women  have  no  necef- 
fity  to  expofe  their  perfons  ;  but  it 
mu  ft  alfo  be  obferved,  that  they 
have  many  reafons  for  preferring 
privacy.  One  is,  the  love  of  lei- 
fure,  and  repofe  from  the  fatigue  of 
motion  :  a  fecond  is,  the  defire  of 
preferving  their  honour,  by  not  mix¬ 
ing  with  the  vulgar,  nor  fuffering 
the  infults  of  the  low  and  rude,  who 
are  always  palling  along  the  ftreets  ; 
a  feeling  in  common  with  the  wives 
of  European  noblemen,  who,  to  pre¬ 
ferve  their  dignity,  are  never  feen 
walking  in  the  ftreets ;  and  alfo 
with  ladies  in  private  life,  who 
when  walking  out  at  night,  and 
even  in  the  day,  are  always  attend¬ 
ed  by  a  male  friend  or  Servant  to 
protect  them.  The  notions  which 
the  European  women  have,  that  the 
women  of  Alia  never  fee  a  man’s 
face  but  their  hufband’s,  and  are 
debarred  from  all  amufement  and 
fociety,  proceed  entirely  from  mif- 
information  :  They  can  keep  com¬ 
pany  with  their  hulband  and  father’s 
male  relations,  and  with  old  neigh¬ 
bours  and  domeftics  ;  and  at  meals 
there  are  always  many  men  and  wo¬ 
men  of  this  defeription  prefent ;  and 
they  can  go  in  their  palankeens  to 
the  houfes  of  their  relations,  and  of 
ladies  of  their  own  rank,  even  al¬ 
though  the  hufbands  are  unacquaint¬ 
ed  j  and  alfo  to  walk  in  gardens  after 
ftrangers  are  excluded ;  and  they 
can  fend  for  mulicians  and  dancers 
to  entertain  them  at  their  own 
houfes  ;  and  they  have  many  other 
modes  of  amufement  befidcs  thefe 
mentioned. 
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The  feeond  is  <(  the  privilege  of 
the  huih and,  by  law,  to  marry  fe¬ 
deral  wives. This,  to  the  Euro¬ 
pean  women,  feems  a  grievous  op- 
prefTion  ;  and  they  hold  thofe  very 
cheap  who  fubmit  to  it.  But,  in 
truth,  the  caufe  of  this  law  and  cuf- 
tom  is  the  nature  of  the  female  fex 
themfelves,  which  feparates  them 
from  the  hufband,  the  feveral  laft 
months  of  pregnancy,  and  time  of 
fuckling  ;  and  befides  thefe,  the 
Afiatic  women  have  many  other 
times  for  being  fepa rate  from  their 
hufbands.  This  privilege  not  be¬ 
ing  allowed  by  the  Englifh  law,  is 
indeed  a  great  hardlhip  upon  the 
Englifh  hufbands ;  whereas  the  Afi- 
atic  law  permitting  polygamy,  does 
the  hufband  juftice,  and  wrongs  not 
the  wife  ;  for  the  honour  of  the  frft 
and  equal  wife  is  not  affefted  by  it ; 
thofe  women  who  fubmit  to  marry 
with  a  married  man,  not  being  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  fociety  of  ladies, 
as  they  are  never  of  high  or  weal¬ 
thy  families,  no  man  of  honour 
ever  allowing  his  daughter  to  make 
fuch  a  marriage.  The  mode  in 
which  thefe  other  wives  live  is 
this  ;  they  who  are  of  a  genteel  ex¬ 
traction,  have  a  feparate  houfe  for 
themfelves,  like  kept  miftreffes  in 
England  ;  and  they  who  are  not, 
live  in  the  houfe  of  the  equal  wife, 
like  fervants,  and  the  hufband  at 
times  conveys  himfelf  to  them  in  a 
clandeftine  manner.  Befides,  thefe 
wives  cannot  invade  any  of  the 
rights  of  the  equal  wife ;  for  al¬ 
though  they  and  their  children  are 
by  law  equally  entitled  to  inheri¬ 
tance,  yet  fince  the  equal  wife  never 
marries  without  a  very  large  dowry 
fettled  upon  her,  all  that  the  huf¬ 
band  leaves  goes  to  the  payment  of 
this  dowry,  and  nothing  remains 
for  his  heirs.  The  opinion  that 
the  men  of  Afia  have  generally 
three  or  four  wives,  is  very  ill- 


founded,  for  in  common  they  have 
only  one;  out  of  a  thoufand,  there 
will  be  fifty  perfons  perhaps  who 
have  from  one  to  two,  and  ten  out 
of  thefe  who  have  more  than  two. 
The  fear  of  the  bad  confequences  of 
polygamy  makes  men  fubmit  with 
patience  to  the  times  of  reparation 
from  the  equal  wife,  as  much  the 
better  way ;  for,  from  what  I  know, 
it  is  eafier  to  live  with  two  tig  redes 
than  two  wives. 

The  third,  is,  (c  the  power  of  di¬ 
vorce  being  in  the  hands  of  the  huf¬ 
band.  ”  This  is  ordained  by  law, 
but  not  praclifed  ;  for  if  a  great  of¬ 
fence  be  the  motive  to  divorce  a 
wife,  and  if  it  be  proved  againft  her, 
fhe  receives  punifhment  by  the  or¬ 
der  of  the  magiftrate,  or  from  the 
hufband,  with  the  concurrence  of  all 
her  relations ;  and  if  the  offence 
be  of  a  trivial  nature,  fueh  as  a  dif¬ 
ference  of  temper  and  unfociability, 
the  hufband  punifhes  her  by  leaving 
the  female  apartments  and  living  in 
his  own.  But  the  reafon  for  divorce 
being  at  the  will  of  the  hufband,  lies 
in  the  very  juftice  of  the  law,  and 
the  diftinftion  of  the  male  fex  over 
the  female,  on  account  of  the  greater 
fhare  they  take  in  the  management 
of  the  world ;  for  all  the  laborious 
work  falls  to  their  lot,  fuch  as  car¬ 
rying  heavy  burthens,  going  to  war, 
repulfing  enemies,  &c.  and  the  wo¬ 
men  generally  fpend  their  lives  in 
repofe  and  quiet.  Neverthelefs,  if 
the  wife  eftablifhes  a  criminal  of¬ 
fence  againft  the  hufband,  fuch  as 
an  unfair  diftribution  of  his  time 
among  his  wives,  or  a  diminution 
of  the  neeeffaries  of  life,  fhe  can 
obtain  a  divorce  in  fpite  of  him. 

T  he  fourth  is,  ii  the  little  cre¬ 
dit  the  law  attaches  to  the  evidence 
of  women  in  Ana;”  for,  in  a  court 
of  juftice,  every  faff  is  proved  by 
the  teftimony  of  two  men  ;  but  if 
women  be  the  witneftes,  four  are 
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required.  This  does  not  arifefrom 
the  fuperiority  of  the  one  over  the 
other,  but  it  is  founded  upon  the 
little  experience  and  knowledge  wo¬ 
men  poffefs,  and  the  ficklenefs  of 
their  difpofitions. 

The  fifth  is,  “  the  Afiatic  wo¬ 
men  having  to  leave  off  going  to 
balls  and  entertainments,  and  wear¬ 
ing  fhowy  dreffes  and  ornaments,  af¬ 
ter  their  hufband’s  death.”  This  is 
owing  to  their  great  affeftion  for 
their  hufband’s  memory,  and  their 
own  modes  and  habits ;  for  there  is 
nothing  to  prevent  a  woman’s  doing 
otherwife,  or  marrying  a  fecond 
hufband,  but  the  dread  of  expofmg 
herfelf  to  the  ridicule  and  cenfure  of 
women  of  her  own  rank. 

Th zfixth  is, <f  the  Afiatic  daugh¬ 
ters  not  having  the  liberty  of  choof- 
ing  their  hufbands.”  On  this  head 
nothing  need  be  faid ;  for  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  this  liberty  is  merely  nominal, 
as  without  the  will  of  the  father 
and  mother,  the  daughter’s  choice 
is  of  no  avail;  and  whatever  choice 
they  make  for  her,  fhe  muft  fubmit 
to ;  and  in  its  effects,  it  ferves  only 
to  encourage  running  away  (as  the 
male  and  female  flaves  in  India  do), 
and  to  breed  coldnefs  and  trouble 
amongft  the  members  of  a  family. 
But  granting  that  fuch  a  liberty 
does  exift  in  England,  the  difgrace 
and  mifery  it  muff  always  entail  is 
very  evident.  The  choice  of  a  girl 
juft  come  from  the  nurfery,  and  de- 
ftrous  by  nature  to  get  a  hufband,  in 
an  affair  on  which  the  happinefs  of 
her  whole  life  depends.,  can  neither 
deferve  that  refpeft  nor  confider- 
ation  which  is  due  to  the  choice  of 
her 'parents,  who  have  profited  by 
experience,  and  are  not  blinded  by 
paffion. 

But  what  the  Afiatic  women  have 
more  than  the  European,  both  by 
law  and  cuffom,  may  be  ranked  un- 
der  eight  heads. 

Firfiy  ((  Their  power  over  the 
4 


property  and  children  of  the  huf* 
band,  by  cuftom  for  the  men  of 
Alia  confider  the  principal  objects 
of  marriage,  after  the  procreation 
of  their  fpecies,  for  the  worfhip  of 
God,  two  things,  the  one  to  have 
their  money  and  effefis  taken  care 
of,  and  the  other  to  have  their  chil¬ 
dren  brought  up,  fo  that  they  them- 
felves  being  left  entirely  difengaged 
of  thefe  concerns,  may  turn  their 
whole  endeavours  to  the  attainment 
of  their  various  purfuits.  The 
chief  part,  therefore,  of  whatever 
wealth  they  acquire,  they  give  in 
charge  to  their  wives,  and  thus  the 
women  have  it  in  their  power  to 
annihilate  in  one  day  the  products 
of  a  whole  life.  Although  this  fel- 
dom  happens,  yet  it  is  often  the 
cafe,  where  the  hufband  having 
amaffed  a  large  fortune  in  youth  and 
power,  has  delivered  it  in  charge 
to  his  wife,  and  requires  it  back  in 
his  old  age  and  neceflity  ;  die  does 
not  allow  him  more  than  fufficient 
for  his  daily  fupport,  and  lays  the 
reft  up  in  a  place  of  fecurity  for  the 
fake  of  her  children.  And  fo  j^reat 
is  the  power  they  poffefs,  as  to  the 
difpofal  of  their  children,  that  fre¬ 
quently  they  are  brought  up  with¬ 
out  any  education,  or  die  in  child¬ 
hood  ;  for  the  women,  on  account 
of  their  little  fenfe,  are  never  pleaf- 
ed  to  part  with  their  children,  by 
fending  them  to  fchool,  and  to  ac¬ 
quire  experience  by  travelling;  and 
when  they  fall  ftck,  they  give  them 
improper  medicines,  by  the  advice 
of  -their  own  confidants,  or,  from 
their  foftnefs  of  heart,  indulge  them 
in  whatever  it  is  the  nature  of  the 
fick  to  take  a  longing  for,  and  thus 
theyr  caufe  their  death. 

Second ,  u  Their  power,  by  cuf¬ 
tom,  as  to  the  marriage  of  their 
children,  and  choice  of  their  religi¬ 
ous  faith  for  if  the  hufband  wifhes 
to  give  one  of  them  in  marriage  to 
a  perfon  the  wife  difapprovesot,  the 
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match  does  not  take  place,  but  the 
other  way  it  generally  does.  All 
the  children,  both  male  and  female, 
from  being  moftly  in  the  company 
of  their  mother,  and  looking  upon 
her  as  their  proteftor  againft  their 
father,  whom,  on  account  of  his 
wifhing  to  have  them  educated,  they 
conlider  their  tormentor,  follow 
the  religious  tenets  of  their  mother, 
and  remain  perfect  Grangers  to  thofe 
of  their  father.  It  often  happens, 
where  the  wife  is  a  Schia,  and  the 
hufband  a  Souni,  the  children  hav¬ 
ing  been  Schias  from  their  own  na¬ 
tural  difpofition,  and  the  inftrnc- 
tion  of  the  mother,  fpeak  difre- 
fpedlfully  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Souni 
fedl  in  their  father’s  prefence  ;  and 
he,  who  all  his  life  never  bore  fuch 
language  from  any  perfon,  but  was 
even  ready  to  put  the  fpeaker  of  it 
to  death,  has  no  redrefs,  but  pa¬ 
tiently  fubmitting  to  hear  it  from 
them,  as,  on  account  of  their  want 
of  underlianding,  they  are  excufe- 
able ;  and  thus,  by  frequent  repe¬ 
tition,  his  attachment  to  his  faith 
is  fhaken,  and,  in  the  courfe  of  time, 
he  either  entirely  forfakes  it,  or 
remains  but  lukewarm  in  it. 

Third,  “  Their  authority  over 
their  fervants  for  the  fervants  of 
the  male  apartments,  the  keeping 
and  changing  of  whom  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  hufband,  through  fear 
of  expofing  themfelves  to  the  dif- 
pleafure  or  complaints  of  the  wife, 
when  ihe  finds  a  proper  opportuni¬ 
ty,  by  their  committing  fbme  fault, 
which  fervants  are  continually  do¬ 
ing,  are  more  obedient  to  her  than 
to  their  own  maker  ;  and  the  fer¬ 
vants  of  the  zenana,  whom  the 
wife  has  the  care  of  retaining  or 
turning  off,  ftand  fo  much  in  awe 
of  their  miftrefs,  that  many  of  them 
pafs  their  whole  lives  in  the  zena¬ 
na,  without  ever  once  coming  in¬ 
to  the  prefence  of  the  hufband : 
fome  of  them  never  perform  any 


fervice  for  him  at  all,  and  Others, 
who  do,  enter  not  intodifcourfe  with 
him  ;  and  the  women  are  fo  obfti- 
nate  in  this  refpedt,  their  hufbands 
never  can  turn  off  one  of  thefe  fer¬ 
vants,  but  his  very  complaint  againft 
them  is  a  recommendation  in  their 
favour ;  and  his  recommendation 
has  the  effect  of  complaint,  by  fub- 
jedling  them  to  their  miftreiTes  re- 
fentment.  Contrary  to  this  is  the 
manner  of  the  European  ladies,  who 
have  not  their  own  will  with  their 
children  and  fervants,  but  live  more 
like  free  and  familiar  guefts  in  their 
hufband’s  houfes  ;  and  the  houfehold 
eftablifhment  and  equipage  being  in 
common  to  both,  if  any  part,  as  the 
carriage  for  example,  is  previoufly 
employed  by  the  one,  the  other  has 
to  wait  till  it  is  difengaged  :  of  this 
there  is  no  doubt,  that  if  a  quarrel 
enfues  between  an  Englifh  hufband 
and  wife,  the  wife  has  to  leave  the 
houfe,  and  feek  her  dinner  either  at 
her  father’s  or  a  friend’s  ;  whereas 
in  Afia,  it  is  the  hufband  that  has 
to  go  out ;  for  frequently  the  uten- 
fils  of  cookery  are  not  kept  in  the 
male  apartments. 

Fourth,  “  The  freedom,  by  cuf- 
tom,  of  the  Afiatic  women  from 
affifting  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  huf¬ 
band,  or  fervice  of  his  guefts 
whereas  this  is  generally  the  duty 
of  European  wives,  whether  their 
hufbands  be  of  a  genteel  bufinefs, 
fuch  as  jewellery,  mercery,  or  per¬ 
fumery,  or  the  more  fervile  ones  ; 
I  have  feen  many  rife  from  their 
dinner,  to  anfwer  the  demands  of  a 
purchafer  :  and  although  all  thefe 
duties  are  not  required  of  the  ladies, 
yet  fome,  efpecially  the  entertaining 
the  guefts,  carving  and  helping  the 
difhes  at  table,  and  making  the  tea 
and  coffee,  are  generally  performed 
by  them.  Now  the  Afiatic  ladies 
have  no  fuch  duties  at  all,  but  live 
in  the  manner  before  deferibed. 

Fifth,  “  The  greater  deference 

the 
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the  Afiatic  ladies  find  paid  to  their 
humours,  and  a  prefcriptive  right  of 
feazing  their  hufbands  by  every  pre¬ 
text/’  which  is  confidered  as  con- 
flitutingan  effential  quality  of  beau¬ 
ty  ;  for  if  a  wife  does  not  put  thefe 
in  practice,  but  is  fubmifflve  to  her 
hufband’s  ill  in  every  thing,  her 
charms  very  foon  lofe  their  bril¬ 
liancy  in  his  eyes.  Thus  when  a 
wife  goes  to  vifit  her  father,  {he 
will  not  return  to  her  hufband,  till 
he  has  come  himfelf  feveral  times  to 
fetch  her,  and  being  as  often  vexed 
by  her  breaking  her  promife  ;  and 
every  day  when  dinner  is  ferved, 
by  pretending  to  be  engaged  at  the 
time,  fhe  keeps  her  hufband  wait¬ 
ing,  and  does  not  come  till  the  meat 
has  grown  cold,  and  in  the  fame 
manner  at  bed-time; — for  return¬ 
ing  quickly  from  their  father’s 
houfe  is  confidered  as  a  fign  of 
fondnefs  for  the  hufband,  which  in 
their  opinion  looks  very  ill  ;  and 
coming  foon  to  dinner  they  think 
betrays  the  difpofition  of  a  hungry 
beggar.  In  thefe,  and  fuch  like, 
the  hufband  has  nothing  for  it  but 
patience  ;  nay,  it  eve?  pleafes  him. 
I  have  known  of  many  beautiful 
women,  conftant  in  their  affe&ion, 
and  obedient  to  their  hufbands  night 
and  day,  whom,  for  not  having 
thefe  qualities,  the  hufbands  have 
quickly  tired  of,  and  unjuftly  de¬ 
ferred,  for  the  fake  of  plain  women 
who  polfeffed  them. 

Sixth ,  ((  The  greater  reliance 
placed  by  the  Afiatic  hufbands  on 
their  wives  virtue,  both  from  law 
and  cuftom.”  For,  as  to  the  Euro¬ 
pean  ladies,  although  they  can  go 
out  of  doors,  and  difcourfe  with 
flrangers,  yet  this  is  not  allowed, 
unlefs  they  have  a  trufty  perfon 
along  with  them,  either  of  the  huf- 
band’s  or  the  father’s ;  and  fleeping 
out  all  nighf  is  abfolutely  denied 
them, — contrary  to  the  way  of  the 
Afiatic  ladies,  who,  when  they  go 


to  the  houfe  of  a  lady  of  their  ac¬ 
quaintance,  though  their  hufbands 
be  entire  flrangers,  are  not  attend¬ 
ed  by  any  perfon  of  the  hufband’s 
or  father’s,  and  they  fpend  not  only 
one  or  two  nights  in  that  houfe, 
but  even  a  whole  week  ;  and  in 
fuch  a  houfe,  although  the  maker 
is  prohibited  entering  the  apart¬ 
ments  where  they  are,  yet  the  young- 
men  of  fifteen,  belonging  to  the  fa¬ 
mily  or  relations,  under  the  name 
of  children,  have  free  accefs,  and 
eat  with  and  enter  into  the  amufe- 
ments  of  their  gueks. 

Seventh,  ((  Their  (hare  in  the 
children,  by  law.”  For  if  a  di¬ 
vorce  happens,  the  Tons  go  to  the 
father,  and  the  daughters  to  the 
mother,  contrary  to  the  cuftom 
here,  wfyere,  if  a  divorce  takes  place, 
the  mother,  who  for  twenty  years 
may  have  toiled  and  confumed  her- 
felf  in  bringing  up  her  children, 
has  to  abandon  all  to  the  father, 
and  full  of  grief  and  affliction  leave 
his  houfe. 

Eighth ,  iC  The  eafe,  both  by  law 
and  cuftom,  with  which  the  wife 
may  feparate  herfelf  from  her  huf¬ 
band,  when  there  may  be  a  quarrel 
between  them,  without  producing  a. 
divorce.”  Thus  the  wife,  in  an 
hour’s  time  after  the  difpute,  fets 
off  with  the  children  and  her  pro¬ 
perty  to  the  houfe  of  her  father  or 
relations,  and  until  the  hufband 
makes  her  fatisfaftion  (lie  does  not 
return:  and  this  fhe  can  alwavs 
do  without  a  moment’s  delay. 

Befides  thefe  eight,  as  above  no¬ 
ticed,  of  the  fuperior  advantages  the 
Afiatic  women  enjoy  over  the  Eu¬ 
ropean,  there  are  many  others  here 
omitted  for  brevity’s  fake.  What 
has  been  faid,  is  enough  for  people 
of  difeernment.  Farewell. 

“  I’ll  fondly  place  on  either  eye , 

“  The  man  that  can  to  this  reply.’5 

London, 
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LITERARY  CHARACTERISTICS 

OF 

Th&mojl  dljlinguifhed  Members  of  the  Asiatic  Society 

BY  JOHN  COLLEGINS,  ESQ. 


Britannia^  genius,  eager  to  explore 
The  mvftic  mines  of  Afiatic  lore. 

With  fmiles  benign  accomplifh’d  Jones  addrefs’d. 
And  bid  him  trace  the  records  of  the  Eaft. 

He  came — the  heavenly  Gopia  round  him  flew* 
His  prefence  every  fon  of  Learning  drew  ; 

Then  nrft  *,  ye  fcholars !  met  at  his  command. 
The  father  of  the  literary  band. 

He  came — his  prefence  call  a  blaze  more  bright. 
Than  emanations  from  the  folar  light! 

For  every  art  and  every  fcience  known. 

Were  all  concentred  in  himfelf  alone  ! 

But  fee,  too  foon,  his  foul  of  meeknefs  move. 

To  mix  with  feraphs  in  the  realms  above  l 
Whene'er  with  cenfers  by  his  facred  fhrine. 

At  rofy  dawn  I  penfively  recline. 

Where  the  tall  column  towering  to  the  flues. 

Says,  i(  Here  the  fage  once  animated  lies/' 

I  think  the  zephvrs,  murmuring  as  they  blow. 
Cry,  What  a  ftore  of  learning  fleeps  below !’* 
The  world  admires  the  wond’rous  talents  given 
To  this  diftinguifh’d  favourite  of  heaven  j 
For  him  in  Eartham’s  academic  bowers. 

Poetic  forrow  tuneful  Hay  ley  pours  ; 

And  manly  Maurice  makes  the  tidings  flow, 
Thames!  to  thy  nymphs  in  elegies  of  woe. 

Ganga,  for  him,  with  drooping  head  appears. 

For  him  ev’n  holy  Pundits  t  fhed  their  tears ! 
Crilhna  for  him  wail’d  Matra’s  groves  among. 
And  his  romantic  grot  with  cyprefs  hung  ; 

Alive  !— we  prais’d  the  path  fublime  he  trod  ; — * 
Dead  1  Learning  hails  him  as  her  demi-god  ! 


To 


*  On  January  15,  1784,  the  Afiatic  Society  was  inftituted. 
|  See  the  Afiatic  Reiearchee,  vol.  4,  p.  183. 
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To  Barrow  gone,  be  everlafting  fame. 

With  Archimedes,  Mufe!  arrange  his  name; 

He  near  the  Syracufan  (hall  be  feen, 

Except  great  Newton's  felf  may  hep  between. 

Flora  and  her  attendant  handmaids  mourn 
Still  o’er  lamented  Kcenig’s  early  urn* * * §  1 

On  you,  O  Richardson!  the  Mufe  bellows 
{It  grew  near  Hafiz’  tomb)  a  Shirauz  rofe. 

As  much  you  merit  (for  your  weli-fpent  hours,) 

Of  fragrant  Araby  the  balmy  flowers  d  ; 

Though  in  the  grave  your  lifelefs  body’s  laid. 

Poetic  honours  at  your  fhrine  be  paid. 

Where  are  they  with  congenial  talents  born. 

That  Erudition’s  fplendid  lift  adorn  ? 

The  brilliant  train  the  name  of  Shore  might  boaft. 

Were  not  the  fcholar  in  the  ftatefman  loft. 

Now  warriors  burn  each  man  of  letters  warms. 

And  all  the  arts  fhall  profper  like  our  arms. 

Beneath  the  aufpice  of  a  chief  refin’d,, 

Of  fteady  judgment  and  enlighten’d  mind. 

O  Mornington  !  may  you  again  rehearfe. 

To  liftening  India  more  Virgilian  verfe§; 

You  who  in  learning  clafiical  excel, 

Will  patronife  the  arts  you  love  fo  well ; 

They  in  return  will  fummon  every  power, 

To  crown  the  man  and  dignify  him  more  : 

To  canvas  painting  will  your  femblance  give ; 

While  e’er  a  Mufe  is  lov’d  your  praife  will  live  ; 

Fair  Fliftory’s  pen  (hall  faithfully  difplay, 

Th’  unequall’d  glory  of  your  profperous  fway  ! 

Fleming  jj!  acknowledg’d  fcholar,  tell  us  why 
Are  your  remarks  hid  from  the  public  eve  ? 

What  in  your  life  of  fcience  gain’d,  impart 
With  fuch  compliance  as  you  favour  art  : 

Come  let  your  modefty  be  now  fubdu’d. 

And  mental  treafures  hope  for  general  good. 

Come  Harington  **,  and  bring  with  you  the  loves 
That  gently  lport  in  Perfia’s  fcented  groves ; 

Soft  fongs  to  foul- alluring  girls  impart. 

And  trill  with  melting  extacy  my  heart. 

The 

*  Dr.  Koenig  was  a  difciple  of  the  great  Linnseus.  He  died  fhortly  after  the  infti- 
tution  -of  the  Society,  in  confequence  of  the  hill  fever,  caught  when  he  was  in  pur- 
fuit  of  botanical  refearches  on  the  Coaft  of  Coromandel. 

f  The  late  Sir  John  Richardfon,  author  of  the  Perfian  Dictionary  and  Arabic 
Grammar. 

|  This  poem  was  written  nearly  about  the  period  of  the  conqueft  of  Myfore. 

§  See  his  Lordlhip’s  elegant  Latin  Poem  on  the  threatened  Invafion,  with  a  verfion 
of  it  $  alfo  his  Ode  to  the  Oak,  (tranllated  by  Dr.  Hunter),  which  fhews  from  his 
early  youth  a  noble  fpirit  of  patriotic  pride. 

||  Dr.  John  Fleming,  ill  Vice-Prefident  of  the  Afiatic  Society. 

**  Mr.  John  Herbert  Harington,  ad  yice-Prefident  of  the  Afiatic  Society, 
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The  pomp  of  thought  in  modern  mode  rehearfe, 

Of  Eaftern  bards*,  and  give  us  all  their  verfe, 

Whofe  pregnant  fancy  (bines  more  plcafmg  far. 

Than  the  mild  luftre  of  yon  morning  Ear ! 

The  Britifh  fair  fhall  then  your  praife  proclaim. 

And  with  foft  gratitude  pronounce  your  name 
By  them  a  pleafing  meed  fhall  be  prefer’d, 

The  beauteous  Nooree — Fancy’s  favourite  bird  ! 

Champacf,  with  intermingled  rofes  placed — 

Harmonious  Ovid  of  the  genial  E^ft  ! 

Come  forward  ye,  whom  rofy  Flora  loves, 

Whofe  labours  all  that  blooming  queen  approves :  * * § 

See  Roxburgh  firft  the  high  allembly  grace, 

To  him  juft  judgment  gives  a  prior  place. 

Roxburgh!  for  you  the  long-hair’d  Gopia  fpread, 

Ind’s  odorous  nard  j,  to  deck  your  honour’d  head. 

Go,  favour’d  man,  the  blue-ey’d  goddefs  greet. 

Go,  lay  Jonefia  §  fprigs  before  her  feet; 

At  her  command  bright  butea  jj  buds  unfold, 

Whofe  vivid  pigment  vies  with  burnifh’d  gold  ; 

Go,  ftudioufly  explore  the  flowery  fields, 

And  tafte  the  blifs  the  pleafing  ftudy  yields  ! 

In  zealous  Anderson  **  we  fee  conjoin’d, 

To  fkill  profound,  a  perfevering  mind. 

Son  of  the  Swede  !  the  powers  of  verfe  prefent 
To  you  all  lufcious  fruit  of  fragrant  fcent, 

Or  aught  in  Nature  pleafing  to  your  fight  ; 

Say  will  Alphonfo  mangoes  give  delight  ? 

On  you  the  gaudy  garden  nymphs  have  fmil’d, 

And  Flora  ranks  you  as  a  darling  child. 

Next  comes  a  votary  of  equal  powers. 

Adorned  with  D’hawry  and  Morinda  flowers !  ++ 

Flora  emits  on  him  her  mufky  breath, 

And  bids  Malavian  fhepherds  twine  his  wreath  ! 

But  not  the  garden  only  claims  his  care, 

Each  Mufe  for  Hunter  myrtle  fprigs  prepare  ; 

He  pleafes  when  he  treads  their  laurel  bower  t+> 

Or  when  we  join  him  in  the  inftruftive  tour§§„ 

J  Behold 

* 

*  His  elegantly  tender  Tranflations  are  in  the  Afiatic  Mifcellany. 

f  Micheli  s  Champaca. 

|  Valeriana  Jatamanfi. — See  A.  R.  vol.  4,  p.  433. 

§  The  Rufluk  of  the  Bengalefe. — See  A.  R.  vol.  4,  p.  355* 

|j  Butea  Superba,  the  Tiga  Maduga  of  the  Hindus. — See  A.  R.  vol.  3,  p.  4 69* 

**  Dr.  James  Anderfon,  of  Madras. 

JJ  The  Aal  of  Malwa,  where  it  is  cultivated  to  a  great  extent — the  Atchy  of 
Oude— See  A.  R.  vol.  4,  p,  35  and  4a. — D’hawry  is  a  fhrub  which  grows  wild  in  the 
hills  and  on  the  banks  of  rivulets  ;  the  flowers  are  of  a  beautiful  red  colour.  (Grif- 
lea  Tomentofa,  Roxb.) 

||  See  his  very  tender  and  affedting  poem  of  “  The  Spanifli  Hufband.” 

^  Narrative  of  a  Journey  from  Agra  to  Oujein,  fee  Afiatic  Reg*  vol.  2,  Mi  c. 
Tra&s,  p.  277 • 


POETRY. 


in 


\  #  # 

Behold  him  Learning’s  every  path  purfue  ; 

He  fhew’d  the  force  of  the  mechanic's  fcrew  *  : 

Explain’d  by  him,  we  fee  its  power  increas'd. 

It  makes  elaftic  bodies  more  comprefs’d. 

Labour’s  rough  fons  may  now  with  manual  eafe# 

A  mighty  mafs  of  ponderous  matter  raife, 

Which  in  a  dark  unletter’d  age  would  foil 
The  common  impetus  of  human  toil. 

Th’  ingenious  man  in  this  refin’d  purfuit 
The  nice  micrometer  made  more  minute  ; 

The  index  turn’d,  to  caufe  its  fall  or  rife. 

Will  take  the  fmal left  meafurement  precife. 

His  hours  are  now  f  to  heighten  commerce  given, 

And  now  J  to  trace  th* * §  expanfe  of  ftarry  heaven  ! 

Hardwicke  !  to  you  we  give  a  double  crown. 

Who  made  the  little  meloe  §  our  own  ; 

Who  boldly  dar’d  adventuroufly  to  go, 

And  cut  the  boorans  ||  from  the  mountains  brow  : 

The  renovating  queen  allows  your  fame. 

And  bids  Linnaeus  chronicle  each  name. 

So  great  your  honours !  men  of  kindred  powers. 

Who  know  the  gaudy  progeny  of  flowers  ! 

Peculiar  favours  be  to  Franklin  paid, 

Ye  Shirauz  girls,  fix  chaplets  round  his  head  **  ; 

And  maids  of  Delhi,  cull  to  deck  his  brow. 

The  fweetefi:  fprigs  in  Shalimar  that  grow  ! 

Hiftory,  all-feeing,  palm  crown’d  queen,  commands 
This  mark  of  merit  at  your  tender  hands. 

His  faithful  pen  records  the  painful  firife 
Of  modern  Priam’s  +  f  variegated  life. 

Unhappy 

*  His  Efiay  “  On  a  new  Method  of  applying  the  Screw,”  was  prefented  to  the 
Royal  Society  of  London,  by  Lieutenant-General  Melville,  in  the  year  1780,  and 
publifhed  in  the  71ft  volume  of  the  Philofophical  Tranfa&ions.— ' There  is  an  abfirad 
from  it  in  the  Encyclopedia  Britannica,  vol.  10,  part  2,  p.  742. 

f  See  his  account  of  Pegu,  chap.  8. 

|  Alluding  to  the  three  papers  of  Aftronomical  Obfervations,  in  the  A.  R.  and  one 
©n  the  Aftronomical  labours  of  Jayafingha. 

§  By  this  difeovery  (fays  Dr.  Monro)  Captain  Hardwicke  has  certainly  made  a  moll; 
ufeful  addition  to  our  Afiatic  Materia  Medica — The  Meloe  Cichorei,  deferibed  by 
Captain  H.  is  found  in  Bengal,  Bahar  and  OriiTa,  and  poffeffes  all  the  bliftering  qua¬ 
lities  of  the  Cantharides. — See  A.  R.  vol.  5,  p.  231. 

.  IJ  A  large  and  beautiful  tree,  difeovered  by  this  gentleman,  in  the  mountains  near 
Sinnagur. 

**  This  gentleman  has  puhlilhed  a  pieafing  account  of  his  Tour  to  Perfia. 
ff  Captain  Franklin  has  lately  obliged  the  world  with  an  account  of  the  life  of  the 
prefent  Emperor,  Shah  Aalum,  whom  I  have  ftyled  the  modern  Priam.  I  thought, 
when  I  wrote  the  following  lines,  that  there  was  a  fimiiitude  in  the  deftiny  of  the 
Trojan  and  Mogul  monarch. 

Where  Delhi  fmiles  cn  Jumna’s  holy  flood, 

Shah  Aalum  reigns — alecond  Priam  he— » 

His  counterpart  in  kingly  mifery  \ 

Both 
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Unhappy  monarch!  pre-ordain’d  to  feel 
The  dire  extremities  of  human  ill. 

I  read — and  iffue  fympathizing  fighs — 

Companion’s  pearls  float  trembling  in  mine' eyes  ; 

Imperial  miferies  pur  hearts  imprefs, 

As  much  as  beauty  in  extreme  diftrefs  ; 

A  fight  which  makes  the  finer  pa/lions  roll. 

Which,  while  a  man  can  feel,  muft  touch  his  foul. 

Succeffive  ills  confpir’d  to  overwhelm. 

This  hoary  remnant  of  his  plunder’d  realm, 

Who,  when  he  pays  th’  inevitable  debt, 

The  fun  of  Timur  fhall  for  ever  fet. 

Merit’s  gold  medal  is  to  Gladwin  due. 

Who  gave  imperial  Ackbar  to  our  view. 

His  prudent  laws — his  fentiments  on  things— 

This  living  portrait  of  the  firft  of  kings  *. 

Perfia  !  thy  lore  was  early  Gladwin’s  care. 

The  Graces  faw,  and  bade  him  perfevere  t. 

Gilchrist,  with  odes  convey ing  tender  truth. 

Smooths  the  rough  path  of  fcience  for  our  youth  $ 

India  to  him  fuch  commendation  owes, 

As  on  her  Johnfon,  England  now  bellows  .“ 

While  he  in  Allan  learning  dives  fo  deep. 

Ye  fcribblers,  o’er  your  Meorijh  jargon  lleep; 

Longfince  your  treatifes  negleded  lie, 

And  ere  yourfelves  are  dead,  your  grammars  die  J  ; 

Unlike  thofe  works  of  universal  praife, 

Which  more  than  emulate  meridian  rays, 

Stamp’d  with  the  fignet  of  immortal  fame; 

Such  bear  a  Gilchrift’s  or  Kirkpatrick’s  name; 

Or  fuch  fair  tomes  as  fcience  now  demands,  i 

From  Blaquiere’s  one,  and  one  from  Forfler’s  hands. 

Poetic  eyes  with  pleafure  can  furvey, 

Of  the  pure  Hindu  tongue  the  rifing  day  ! 

The  youths  affembled! — the  lyceum  fram’d  !  § 

And  to  prefxde  o’er  thefe  a  Gilchrift  nam’d ! 

Patron 

Both  broke  with  forrows — bow’d  with  weight  of  years — 

Both  truly  venerable  with  filver  hairs — 

Both  doom’d  alike — fo  heaven’s  fevere  decree. 

Their  kingdom’s  fall  and  children’s  end  to  fee. 

*  The  Ayeen  Ackbery,  translated  by  Mr.  Francis  Gladwin His  name  (fays  Colo¬ 
nel  Dow)  lives,  and  will  ever  live,  the  glory  of  the  houfe  of  Timur,  and  an  example 
of  renown  to  the  kings  of  the  world. 

t  Mr.  Gladwin  projected  the  Afiatic  Mifcellany,  in  which  many  elegant  little  pro- 
dudtions  are  prefer  ved  from  the  fate  attendant  on  fugitive  publications.  He  ftill  con¬ 
tinues  his  plan  on  a  fmaller  fcale,  under  the  title  of  the  Oriental  Mifcellany,  the  firft 
volume  of  which  has  been  lately  publilhed. 

I  I  here  allude  to  Hadley  and  Ferguffon. 

§  The  good,  the  perfevering  Gladwin,  thus  concludes  the  Preface  to  the  late  edi¬ 
tion  of  his  Perlian  Moonfhee:  “  With  thefe  improvements,  1  prefume  to  hope  that  the 
book  may  be  ufed  with  advantage  in  the  Oriental  feminary,  lately  eftablifhed  by  Go¬ 
vernment 
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Patron  of  Afia’s  long  negtafted  lore, 

Like  the  fam’d  Medici  in  days  of  vore, 

O  Mornington!  yourfelf  of  arts  the  grace, 

Encourage  learning  with  a  fond  embrace, 

Cherifh  her  toilfome  Tons — a  drooping  train, 

And  call  the  days  of  Leo  o’er  again  ! 

Go,  be  his  favour,  Gilchrift !  your  reward — - 
Enjoy  the  honours  which  you  earn’d  fo  hard, 

Or  when  you  por’d  in  Study’s  orient  bowers, 

Or  fix’d  the  paufes  of  the  fleeting  hours  *. 

He  who  endeavours  well  deferves  applaufe, 

More,  if  he  labours  in  the  public  caufe  ; 

Balfour!  ohferver  nice,  then  come,  receive 
The  juft  encomiums  which  the  Mufes  give. 

Early  you  learn’d  and  op’d  the  precious  ftore 
Of  knowledge  chronicled  in  Perfian  lore  f . 

Whenever  Fever,  in  his  baneful  chace, 

Shall  dull  the  bloom  on  Beauty’s  lovely  face, 

Be  your’s  the  blifs,  O  fcientific  fage  ! 

To  check  theprogrefs  of  his  favage  rage — 

To  foothe  the  fair — alleviate  her  pain, 

And  bring  her  fmiles  and  dimples  back  again. 

Pieafure  refin’d  the  feeling  man  muft  know, 

Who  eafes  mortals  on  the  bed  of  woe. 

Hear  Scott  in  model!  words  the  power  impart. 

Of  nitric  acid  in  the  healing  art. 

Ye  giddy  youths,  who  fpend  nofturnal  hours 
In  ienlual  pleafure’s  fafeinating  bowers, 

Whofe  limbs  enfeebled,  fcarcely  can  fuftain 
Your  bodies,  half  confum’d  with  rooted  pain, 

Hear  Scott  a  milder  remedy  proclaim  t, 

Than  that  firong  metal  §  which  impairs  the  frame  ! 

V0L*  3*  *  H  Rejoice, 


vernment  at  this  prefidency,  under  the  fuperintendance  of  Mr.  Gilchrift,  fo  emi¬ 
nently  diftinguilhed  by  his  laborious  and  ufeful  publications  on  the  Hinduftanee  lan¬ 
guage. 

‘‘  The  great  encouragement  which  Oriental  literature  now  experiences  under  the 
aufpices  of  the  Earl  of  Mornington,  by  exciting  a  general  fpirit  of  emulation,  cannot 
tail  ot  offering  its  rapid  advancement ;  and  we  may  reafonably  promife  ourfelves 
t  a t  the  influence  of  his  Lordfhip’s  patronage  will  form  an  illuftrious  epoch  in  the* 
hillory  °f  learning  in  this  country,  like  what  the  Medici  accompliihed  in  Italy 
through  their  munificence,  erudition  and  tafte.”  r  ' 

*  AHuding  to  his  paper  on  Horometry,  in  the  5th  vol.  of  the  A.  R.  to  which 
affixed  an  Hinduftanee  Horal  Diagram.  15 

♦v f  tPr  Frfncis  Baif?Ur  ^aS  °n,C  of  the  firft  who  endeavoured  to  facilitate  the  ftudv  of 
the  Perfian  language,  by  the  publication  of  the  Inffia-y-Harkern,WithanEngIiflnranfla- 

tion  :  he  is  alfo  the  author  of  a  paper  in  the  A.  R.  on  the  introdu£ion  of  Arabic  into 
Perfian,  and  has  laboured  in  the  improvement  of  his  ov/n  profeffion  by  feveral  trea¬ 
ties,  wherein  he  illuftrates  the  influence  HE  the  moon  in  fevers.  } 

t  Dr.  Helenus  Scott’s  paper  on  the  Ufe  of  the  Nitric  Acid, 'with  an  account  of  the 

Medical  Cafcs "Ina  Ah/"  “.l*  founp"  the  ld  ,v°>-  of  Dr.  Beddoes’.  Colledtion  of 
Medical  Calcs,  and  Obiervations  on  Factitious  Air,  publifhed  at  Bfiftol  in  the  year 

§  Mercury. 
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Rejoice,  ye  youths,  who  tread  in  folly’s  round ; 

Ye  men  of  riot,  hear  the  filver  found! 

The  nitric  acid  will  your  ftrength  reft  ore, 

And  kill  that  fubtile  poifon’s  direful  power. 

Rut  deep  learn ’d  men— -ye  fage  phyiicians  fay* 

What  can  the  afthma’s  (mothering  pain  allay  £ 

Say,  what  can  eufe  me  by  its  might  ppprefs’d* 

This  (low  confirming  tyrant  of  my  bread  ? 

Whene’er  yon  golden  fun  (hall  next  embrace 
The  heavenly  lion  in  his  annual  race. 

And  watery  monfoons  cover  every  plain 
With  copious  torrents  of  descending  rain, 

Faint  and  afflifled  then,  in  torture  dire, 

Til  catch  for  breath,  and  fcarcely  (hall  refpire  : 

Rut  fh-Quld  a  peeping  fun  one  hour  make  fair. 

I’ll  pant  and  labour  then  in  fteamy  air. 

Ye  fages  fay,  when  I  thole  pangs  endure, 

What  from  the  mines  or  from  the  fields  can  cure  £ 

WlLFQRD  !  to  you  be  rrtoft  exalted  praife, 

You,  great  mythologift  of  modern  days  *  ! 

To  public  view  the  truth  your  labour  brings. 

And  clears  th’  obfcure  from  antiquated  things. 

In  vain  has  fcythe-arm’d  Time  coniign’d  to  duft. 

The  letter’d  ftone  and  imitative  buft  ; 

Your  piercing  eyes  with  nice  exadnefs  pore 
Each  venerable  record  o’er  and  o’er ; 

Whether  you  write  of  myftic  Samothrace, 

Or  at  the  urns  of  Nile  Papyrus  place. 

Marsden  !  your  work  the  tedious  hours  beguiles. 

Which  fpeaks  Sumatra  Queen  of  Sunda  Ides  ! 

A  work  which  pleafure  exquifite  affords. 

Wrote  with  fuch  ready  energy  of  words ! 

How  can  Sumatra’s  nymphs  your  brows  adorn  £ 

What  their  hiftorian  give  in  juft  return  £ 

Will  dark  green  Tanjong  give  to  him  delight  £ 

Or  Sandal  Mallam — Harlot  of  the  Night  +  ? 

Or  may  they  Mangufteen,  of  grateful  fcent. 

Or  their  own  favourite  Doorean  prefent  £ 

Or  in  foft  whifpers  may  he  be  addrefs’d, 

By  girls  who  lifp  th’  Italian  of  the  Eaft  £  ? 

Go,  ye  Brunettes,  if  children  of  the  Loves, 

Beftow  him  from  Canango-fcented  groves, 

-  Your 

*  See  the  ill,  3d,  4th,  5th,  and  6th  volumes  of  the  A.  R.  for  the  labours  of 

f;his  great  mythologift.  .  . 

•f  So  called  from  the  circumftance  of  its  blowing  only  at  that  time,  ^ 

1  “  The  Malay  language  has  been  celebrated,  and  juftly,  for  the  fmooth nets  and 
fweetnefs  of  its  found,  which  has  gained  it  the  appellation  of  the  Italian  of  the  2  a  . 
This  is  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  vowels  and  liquids  in  the  words,  and  the  in  re® 
quency  of  any  harfh  combination  of  mute  confonarits.  1  hefe  qualities  render  it  we^ 
adapted  to  poetry,  which  the  Malays  are  pafiionately  addicted  to.  See  Marjaen  s 
Jlijtory  of  Sumatra* 
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Your  far-fam’d  Argos  pheafant — firft  in  place 
Tor  beauteous  plumes,  of  all  the  feathery  race  t 
Then  (hall  your  Marfden  re  a  flu  me  the  pen. 

And  charm  us  with  expreftion’s  flow  again, 

In  Study’s  bower,  the  poliih’d  work  extend* 

And  bring  his  fplendid  volumes  to  an  end*. 

See  patient  Wilkins  to  the  world  unfold* 

Whate’er  difeover’d  Sanfcrit  relics  hold  i  ; 

But  he  perform’d  a  yet  more  noble  part, 

He  gave  to  Afia  typographic  art 

The  great  Tranflator  of  the  Hindu  Laws 
Succeeded  him,  and  mighty  his  applaufe  ! 

Ind’s  modern  Blackftone  in  dark  Sanfcrit  veil’djj. 

Juft  commentator !  might  have  lain  concealed. 

If  Cole brooke’s  knowledge  had  not  given  fuch  light, 

As  brought  the  venerable  code  to  fight  : 

Obfcur’d  no  more  the  facred  volume  lies, 

Or  to  vernacular  or  alien  eyes* 

Colebrooke,  in  plain  familiar  Englifh,  drefs’d 
The  jurtfprudence  of  the  gentle  Eaft. 

Our  fires*  milled  by  prejudice  or  pride**, 

Thought  India’s  fons  to  letters  unallied, 

Till  Jones  arofe,  bright  Sun  I  and  beam’d  fuch  day* 

As  drove  the  fuperficiat  mift  away. 

Men  more  enlighten’d  fince,  can  plainly  trace 
Ind’s  old  progenitors  a  letter’d  race, 

When  Britons  were  (now  lords  of  fcience  deem’d) 

By  Julian,  Rome  +d  a  barbarous  race  efteem’d, 

But  Britain  now,  monaftic  darknefs  pafs’d, 

Learning’s  fix’d  polar  ftar  (hall  ever  laft. 

Another  Colebrooke  next  infpires  the  lays* 

Whofe  various  talents  claim  diftinguifh’d  praife, 

Whofe  mental  power  pre-eminent  appears, 

Or  when  he  ftudies  the  befpangled  fpheres 

*  H  2  Or 

*  This  gentleman  has  promifed  the  public  a  continuation  of  his  moft  valuable  Hif- 
tory  of  Sumatra. 

f  See  the  firft  vol.  A.  R. — “  Mr.  Wilkins,”  fays  Sir  William  Jones,  “  by  decyher- 
ing  and  explaining  the  old  Sanfcrit  Infcriptions  lately  found  in  thefe  provinces,  has 
performed  more  than  any  other  European  has  learning  enough  to  accomplifh,  or  than 
any  Afiatic  had  induftry  enough  to  undertake.” 

f  To  this  celebrated  Sanfcrit  Scholar,  Afia  is  indebted  for  the  preparation  of  types 
for  the  Oriental  languages. 

§  Jagannatha  Tercapanchanana.  This  commentator’s  voluminous  work  has  been 
tranflated  by  Mr.  Henry  T.  Colebrooke,  at  the  defire  of  the  late  Governor-general, 
Sir  John  Shore. 

jj  “  The  Hindu  and  Muffulman  laws  are  locked  for  the  moft  part  in  two  very  dif¬ 
ficult  languages,  Sanfcrit  and  Arabic,  which  few  Europeans  will  ever  learn,  becaufc 
neither  of  them  leads  to  any  advantage  in  worldly  purfuits.” 

Sir  William  Jones  to  the  Supreme  Council . 

**  Barbarous  Ganges.  Pope. 

ff  Vifam  Britannos  hefpitibiis  feros.  Horace. 

And  another  writer  fay3, - Hoto  divifos  orbe  Britannos. 

.  If  Alluding  to  Captain  Robert  H.  Colebrooke’s  Agronomical  Obfervations  in  the 
4th  vol.  A.  R. 
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Or  in  defcn]  tion’s  faithful  words  pourtrays, 

Yon  neighbouring  illands,  people,  and  their  ways** 

Now  fee  him  to  unfullied  white  impart, 

The  grandeit  views  for  imitative  art. 

O’er  the  wove  flieet  fee  Hyder’s  doom  expand  ; 

Work  of  the  pencil  in  his  mailer’s  hand  ! 

Nature’s  ftupendous  feenes  he  gave  to  fight. 

Exciting  awful,  but  extreme  delight  l  ! 

Whoe’er  expounds  the  facred  Sanfcrit  tongue, 

Which  to  the  world  has  been  abftrufe  fo  long, 

And  perfeveres  in  fuch  indullrious  toil, 

Of  Science  furely  will  deferve  the  fmile  : 

Hindu,  laborious  Gilchrifl  has  made  known — 

By  whom  can  Sanfcrit  equally  belhown  ? 

A  work  immenfe — but  if  I  juflly  view. 

The  talk,  O  Bl  aquiere !  is  referv’d  for  yon  J. 

Philologers  l  one  language  yet  remains, 

Bengal  !  the  language  of  thy  paflive  fwains. 

Hearken,  O  Forster  §  !  and  your  work  difplay. 

And  add  a  liar  to  Learning’s  milky  way. 

Your  perfeverance  henceforth  fhall  produce 
Some  great  Thefaurus  for  fcholallic  ufe  ; 

Then  (hall  your  foul  that  confcious  pleafure  feel. 

Which  confcious  merit  ought  not  to  conceal, 

Wh^n  Fame  on  topaz- tindlur’d  v/ings  fhall  tower. 

To  found  you  worthy  of  the  fmiles  of  Power. 

In  yonder  empire  where  the  Burmahs  reign. 

Lies  an  extenlive  populous  domain, 

On  which  Inquiry’s  dawn  has  feldom  (hone, 

Their  learning,  language,  and  their  ways  fcarce  known  : 

Return,  Buchanan  !  to  their  regions  go, 

Explore  whatever  Burmah  fages  know  ! 

Remark  what  minerals  their  country  yields, 

And,  lovely  ftudy,  read  their  flowery  fields  jj  ! 

This 

*  See  his  defeription  of  Nancowry,  Comarty,  and  she  Andaman  Illands — A.  R» 
vol.  4. 

f  The  fix  latter  lines  allude  to  his  Views  in  Myfore,  moll  of  which  are  awfully 
grand,  but  the  Maufcleum  of  Hyder  pleafes  me  moll. 

|  Mr.  William  Coates  Blaquiere,  a  profound  Sanfcrit  fcholar.  He  has  prefented  to 
the  public,  in  the  5th  vol.  A.  R.  a  tranllation  of  one  of  the  Purans  on  the  fanguinary 
facrifices  of  the  Hindus,  and  from  him  we  may  hope  for  a  Dictionary  on  the  Sanfcrit 
language. 

§  Mr.  Henry  Pitts  Forfter,  whom  Mr.  Gilchrill,  in  the  Dedication  of  the 
Oriental  Linguift  to  Sir  John  Shore,  thus  alludes  : — “  The  intended  philological  work 
of  one  gentleman  alone,  if  finifhed  on  the  grand  fcale  at  prefent  projedled,  of  an 
Oriental  Thefaurus,  mull  prove  a  ftupendous  literary  monument  in  the  honourable 
Company’s  annals  of  the  truth  of  this  verfe — • 

$£  Sint  M.ascenates  non  deerunt  Flacce  MaronesF 
Mr.  Forfter  is  the  fuppofed  author  of  the  Letters  of  Agricola*,  which  difplay  his 
knowledge  in  the  finance  of  this  country,  and  his  abilities  as  a  politician. 

[)  “  Botany,”  lays  the  great  Father  of  the  Society,  “  is  the  lovelieft  and  moll 
-copious  divifion  in  the  Hiftcry  of  Nature.” — For  this  ftudy  Dr.  Francis  Buchanan  is 
peculiarly  adapted,  as  well  from  ability  as  inclination. 

*  Major  Henry  White }  and  not  Mr.  Fojler ,  'was  the  author  of  thofe  able  letter  s^—Rdi 
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This  page  of  Nature  view’d  with  Learning’s  eye. 

Exhibits  treafures — (hall  they  hidden  lie  ? 

So  long  as  ftars  fhall  twinkle  in  the  night. 

And  favour  mortals  with  their  filv’ry  light, 

So  long,  O  ftudious  Davis  * * * §  !  fhall  your  name. 

Rank  with  thofe  men  ofliterary  fame  ! 

Is  there  no  other  fpends  inquiring  hours. 

In  facred  Cali’s  +  confecrated  bowers  ? 

Yes,  Williams  !  you — your  praife  is  furely  great — • 

Williams !  men  fnatch’d  from  death  your  name  repeat. 

You  check  the  progrefs  of  envenom’d  pain, 

And  make  the  poifon  of  the  adder  vain  £  ! 

Who  are  yon  maids  array’d  in  heavenly  white, 

.  Whofe  beauteous  afpeft  fhines  divinely  bright  ? 

Yes! — ’tis  the  lovely  Virtues  I  behold, 

(I  know  their  treflfes  of  loofe  floating  gold) 

In  fweet  aflemblage  feated  to  proclaim, 

How  much  they  reverence  their  Kirkpatrick’s  name! 

But  firft  fee  Chaftity — that  blufning  fair — 

The  doves  of  Innocence  for  him  prepare. 

In  ready  concord  all  the  filters  join. 

To  celebrate  the  man  in  fongs  divine, 

Whofe  genius  plann’d  the  charitable  dome — - 
Who  bade  th’  unguarded  houfelefs  orphan  come 
Eternal  echoes  fhall  his  name  repeat. 

In  yon  green  groves  round  Howrah's  facred  feat ! 

O  man  of  fenfe  refin’d  ! — how  juflly  due. 

The  thanks  of  riflng  virgins  given  to  you  ! 

Sweet  blooming  black-ey’d  girls,  of  lhapely  forms, 

Whofe  fpeaking  looks  my  melting  bofom  warms. 

To  virtue  form’d  by  your  paternal  care. 

And  more,  preferv’d  from  the  feducer’s  fnare. 

Could  mortals  trace  whence  every  matter  fprings. 

And  penetrate  the  fecret  fource  of  things. 

Or  dive  into  futurity's  dark  womb — 

Or  prophefy  of  people  yet  to  come — 

Hence,  Afians  born,  may  rife  of  deathlefs  fame, 

To  make  ftates  tremble  at  the  Britifh  name  ! 

Perhaps  I  owe  from  hence  (in  chafte  embrace) 

Two  fmiling  infants  now  before  my  face. 

From 

*  Mr.  Samuel  Davis,  author  of  a  moll  valuable  paper  on  Hindu  AAronomy.— 
Mr.  Davis  (fays  Sir  William  Jones),  of  all  men  living,  is  the  bell  qualified  to  exhibit 
a  copious  and  accurate  Hillory  of  Indian  Aflronomy. 

f  Cafi,  the  ancient  name  of  Benares. 

j  His  remarks  on  the  ufe  of  CauAic  Alkali,  againfl  the  bite  of  fnakes,  are  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  2d  vol.  A.  R. 

§  Colonel  Kirkpatrick  was  one  of  the  mofl  adtive  promoters  of  the  Bengal  Orphan 
InAitution.  His  example  in  India  was  followed  by  Lady  Campbell,  under  whofe  pa¬ 
tronage  the  Female  Afylum  at  Madras  was  eredted  in  1787.  PoAerity  will  place  their 
names  on  the  HA  with  that  moA  humane  and  bcA  of  women,  the  Lady  Arabella 
Denny,  the  foundrefe  of  the  Magdalen  Afylum  in  Dublin. 
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From  lower  origin  and  meaner  birth, 

Sprang  the  proud  Romans— -rulers  of  the  earth  ! 
Kirkpatrick  gone  to  climes  our  arms  fubdu’d  *, 

Will  teach  another  people  to  be  good. 

Then  fhall  his  God  in  holy  radiance  fhed 
Perpetual  bleffings  on  his  honour’d  head. 

Give  him  to  dumber  each  revolving  night. 

Entranc’d  in  pleading  dreams  of  foft  delight  ; 

Then  fhall  his  years  unknown  to  care  be  fpent 
In  one  eternal  round  of  true  content : 

And  when  the  awful  meflenger  of  death, 

Shall  wave  the  darning  fword  and  fnatch  his  breath. 
On  diver  wings  (hall  vigil  angels  fly. 

And  gently  bear  him  to  the  realms  of  joy  +. 

Father  of  India  !  Saviour  of  the  Eaft  ! 

In  v/hat  exalted  clafs  can  you  be  plac’d  ! 

H  astings  !  fay,  do  you  now  from  toils  of  date. 
Enjoy  repofc  in  your  paternal  feat  ? 

Pofterity  your  fem-blance  fhall  behold, 

(Like  your  own  fpotlefs  felf)  in  virgin  gold  ! 

The  medals  mix’d  with  Roman  coins  fhall  lie. 

Your  face  then  catch  each  keen  refearcher’s  eye, 
Who’ll  fay  (with  thoughts  of  former  times  imprefs’d) 
i(  Behold  the  greateft  ftatefman  of  the  Eaft  I” 

Eut  yet  you  live,  yet  fhall  your  fovereign’s  ray. 
Emblaze  the  eve  of  your  declining  day  ! 

Although  long  dnce  the  wide  Atlantic  paft, 

Your  name  yet  trembles  on  eachpafling  blaft  ; 

I  hear  it  now,  it  vibrates  on  my  ear, 

I  hear  it,  and  I  died  a  pearly  tear — 

I  can  no  more — Ye  powers  of  verfe  !  I  find. 

That  feelings  exquifite  imprefs  my  mind. 


*  When  this  part  of  the  Poem  was  written,  Colonel  Kirkpatrick  was  one  of  the 
Commiffioners  for  managing  the  affairs  of  Myfore. 

f  I  might  equally  have  celebrated  Colonel  Kirkpatrick  as  a  great  Orientalift,  but  I 
ehofe  this  more  fplendid  part  of  his  character. 
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V. 

The  following  Translation  of  the  above  we  have  taken  from  the  Bengal 
Hircarrah,  a  very  interesting  and  well-conducted  Journal. 

I  stood  in  the  way  of  my  Fair, 

Yet  she  purposely  turn’d  her  aside  : 

I  knelt  with  a  woe-worn  air. 

Yet  I  gain’d  not  a  look  from  her  pride. 

With  tears  I  beheld  her  depart, 

\  et  she  left  me  to  stifle  my  pain  ; 

For,  before  they  shall  melt  her  hard  heart. 

Yon  marble  shall  yield  to  the  rain. 


Ho 


w 
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How  shall  I  requite  her  for  this  ? 

For  I  bless,  when  to  curse  I’m  inclin’d ; 

O  God  !  then,  show’r  every  bliss 

On  my  love,  though  she’s  passing  unkind. 

I  lament  me  the  long  of  the  night. 

And  the  moon  seems  awake  to  my  pain  : 

While  she,  who  alone  can  requite. 

Seems  alone  to  be  deaf  to  my  strain. 

At  last  I  long’d  only  to  die. 

Could  I  die  like  a  lamp  by  her  breath  : 

Yet  she  would  not  vouchsafe  me  a  sigh. 

To  extinguish  my  longing  with  death. 

They  tell  me  I’ve  parted  with  sense. 

Thus  to  woo  such-  an  obdurate  fair ; 

But  with  thousands  I  share  the  pretancesj|' 

And  I’m  proud  of  the  heaviest  share. 

Yet  I’m  truer  than  thousands  beside  ; 

For  was  treason  e’er  Hafiz’s  vice  ? 

Tor  his  tongue  of  the  trusts  you  confide 

Shall  not  blab,  though  his  life  were  the  price. 

SADIS. 


Once  I  wrote  to  my  Charmer,  Ah !  pity  my  case. 

And,  tho’  in  a  dream,  let  me  see  thy  fair  face. 

She  replied.  If  in  absence  your  eyes  you  can  close. 

My  presence  shall  never  disturb  your  repose. 

DOO  PEEAZ, 


£  *  i 


AN 


ACCOUNT  OF  BOOKS, 


For  the  Year  1801. 


-$f  dn  Account  of  an  Embassy  to  the  Teshoo  Lama ,  in  Tibet ;  containing  a 
Narrative  of  a  Journey  through  Boot  an,  and  Part  of  Tibet,  by  Captain 
Samuel  T  urner  ;  to  which  are  added ,  F'iews  taken  on  the  Spot ,  by 
Lieutenant  Samuel  Davis;  and  Observations ,  botanical ,  miner  alogical,  and 
mcdiccd ,  by  Mr.  Robert  Saunders.”  4to.  pp.  501.  Nicol.  1800. 


The  fertile  plain  which  once 
constituted  the  opulent  kingdom 
of  Gaur,  now  the  Suba  of  Bengal, 
is  skirted  on  the  north  by  a  ridge 
of  Imaus,  mountains  piled  on 
mountains,  their  sides  covered  with 
trees,  and  separated  by  deep 
chasms,  through  which  rivers  rush 
with  immense  velocity,  rear  their 
snowy  summits  to  the  skies,  and 
compose  the  kingdom  named  Boo- 
tan  by  European,  Tangut  by  Ma- 
homedan,and  BhattabvHindu  geo- 
graphers.  Advancing  in  the  same 
direction,  the  traveller  gains  what 
has  been  considered  as  the  highest 
level  of  the  antient  continent  ;  the 
mountains  disappear  ;  an  arid  plain 
swept  by  wintry  winds,  offering 
few  vegetable  productions,  but 
abounding  in  wild  herds  of  ani¬ 
mals,  which  the  bountiful  hand  of 
nature  has  defended  against  the 
intense  cold  of  the  climate,  presents 
itself  to  his  view.  In  the  latitude 
of  29  degrees  he  experiences  the 
temperature  of  the  polar  regions  ; 
whilst  the  mighty  rivers  which 
have  their  sources  amidst  these 


mountains,  by  pursuing  their  a- 
mazing  length  of  course  in  every 
direction,  through  China,  Hin¬ 
dustan,  Transoxania  and  Siberia, 
manifest  the  superior  elevation  of 
the  site  whence  they  derive  their 
origin ;  and  convey  to  the  Pacific, 
the  Frozen,  and  the  Indian  Ocean, 
a  tribute  of  waters  drawn  from  the 
moisture  condensed  in  the  lofty 
centre  of  Asia.  If  we  except  Marco 
Paolo,  this  country,  previously  to 
the  English  embassies,  had  only 
been  explored  by  a  few  missionaries 
of  the  Pvoman  catholic  church  ;  but 
their  attention  was  slightly  im¬ 
pelled  towards  the  objeCts  best  cal¬ 
culated  to  engage  the  attention  of 
the  philosopher ;  and  even  their 
accounts  oi  the  native  superstitions 
is  formed  with  too  evident  a  bias 
towards  an  hypothesis,  improba¬ 
ble  in  itself,  and  supported  only  by 
suspicious  analogies  and  mistaken 
etymologies.  Could  these,  indeed, 
constitute  the  foundation  of  a  sys¬ 
tem,  we  should,  with  Pere  Georgi, 
view  in  the  votaries  of  the  Grand 
Lama,  se&arics  of  the  Manichean 
§  A  heresy  ? 
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heresy;  their  god  Sakya,  born  of  a 
royal  virgin,  would  present  a  dis¬ 
figured  image  of  the  immaculate 
conception  ;  and  Indra  extended 
on  a  cross,  pierced  with  wounds, 
and  covered  with  thorns,  might 
typify  the  crucifixion  of  the  Son 
of  God.  Yet  this  country  is  in¬ 
teresting  to  the  philosopher  both 
in  a  moral  and  physical  point  of 
view.  The  most  splendid  talents 
have  been  employed  in  tracing  the 
progress  of  science  and  letters  from 
the  Hyperborean  regions ;  in  fixing 
their  station  in  the  centre  of  Asia ; 
and  marking  their  diffusion  from 
that  focus  to  the  various  countries 
where  they  now  flourish.  But  the 
religion,  and  the  literature  of  Ti¬ 
bet,  unquestionably  prevail  as  far 
north  as  those  terms  are  under¬ 
stood,  at  the  present  day.  Marco 
Paolo  represents  the  inhabitants  of 
Camul  as  constantly  employed  in 
reading  and  writing  “  after  their 
fashion  the  number  of  books 
extant  in  the  Tibetan  language  is 
supposed  to  exceed  the  number 
^ven  of  Chinese  publications.  Ber¬ 
nier  mentions  a  physician  of  that 
country  whom  he  had  seen  in 
Cash  mi  r,  with  a  collection  of 
medical  books.  The  Czar  Peter  J. 
discovered,  in  a  deserted  city  of 
Siberia,  an  immense  library,  of 
which  all  the  volumes  written  in 
the  Tibetan  tongue,  bad  been  .com¬ 
posed  by  Lama  priests.  Some  of 
them  were  sent  to  the  celebrated 
Fourmont,  who,  assisted  bj^  one 
of  his  friends,  decyphered  several 
passages,  sufficiently  to  prove  that 
they  treated  of  the  immortality  of 
the  soul  and  its  transmigrations. 
It  is  from  Tibet  that  the  religion  and 
scienceofthe  Hindus  h^ve  been  sup¬ 
posed  by  -the  French  philosophers 
immediately  to  derive.  These  con¬ 
siderations,  independent  of  the  in* 
trinsic  merit  of  Captain  Turner’s 
valuable  work,  have  induced  us  to 


submit  a  very  full  analysis  of  it  to 
our  readers,  accompanied  with  il¬ 
lustrations,  derived  from  sources 
both  European  and  Asiatic. 

introduction  * — In  the  year  1772, 
the  Rajah  of  Bootan  invaded  the 
district  of  Cooch  Behar,  situated 
at  the  foot  of  the  Bootan  hills,  and 
meeting  with  little  resistance  from 
the  natives,  rapidly  gained  posses¬ 
sion  of  it.  The  English  govern¬ 
ment  detached  a  military  force, 
which  repelled  the  invaders,  and 
was  preparing  to  carry  its  arms 
into  the  Bootan  territory,  when  at 
the  intercession  of  the  Teshoo  La¬ 
ma,  a  peace  was  concluded  with 
the  Rajah,  and  the  former  boun¬ 
daries  were  restored.  Mr.  Hastings 
judged  the  opportunity  favourable 
for  the  establishment  of  a  com¬ 
mercial  intercourse  between  the 
inhabitants  of  Bengal  and  their 
northern  neighbours.  Mr.  Bogle 
was  accordingly  deputed  on  an 
embassy  to  the  Teshoo  Lama  ;  he 
reached  Deseripghe  in  O&ober 
1774;  and  after  having  resided 
there  and  at  Teshoo  Loomboo  till 
April  1 7  7  5 ,  he  returned  to  Bengal ; 
but  his  death,  soon  after  his  return, 
deprived  the  world  of  the  infor¬ 
mation  which  he  had  acquired 
during  his  residence  in  Tibet.  At 
this  period,  the  Dalai  Lama,  who 
fills  the  highest  office  of  their  hi¬ 
erarchy,  was  still  a  minor,  and  the 
Teshoo  Lama  governed  as  regent 
the  temporal  interests  of  the  Tibet 
church.  Amongst  its  votaries  are 
reckoned  all  the  Tartar  tribes,  who 
have  not  been  converted  to  the  re¬ 
ligion  of  lslamism;  and,  with  the 
rest,  the  Manchus,  whose  chiefs 
fill  the  throne  of  China.  When 
the  late  Emperor  Kienlong  had  al¬ 
most  attained  his  seventieth  year, 
the  Teshoo  Lama  was  earnestly 
solicited  to  honour  that  anniversary 
with  his  presence.  A  narrative  of 
his  journey  from  Teshoo  Loomboo 
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to  Pekin,  given  by  Poorungheer 
Ghosain,  who  accompanied  him. 
thither,  will  be  found  in  our  last 
volume  ;  an  account  of  his  death 
in  July  1780,  in  that  capital,  and 
a  letter  from  the  Emperor  to  the 
Dalai  Lama,  written  on  that  oc¬ 
casion.  This  intelligence  had 
scarcely  reached  Calcutta  before  it 
was  succeeded  by  that  of  the  re¬ 
appearance  of  the  Lama  in  Tibet. 
66  The  soul  of  the  late  Lama,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  doctrines  of  their 
faith,  having  passed  into,  and  ani¬ 
mated  the  body  of  an  infant,  who, 
on  the  discovery  of  his  identity, 
by  such  testimonies  as  their  reli¬ 
gion  prescribes,  was  acknowledged 
and  proclaimed  by  the  same  title 
and  appellation  as  his  predecessor. 
Mr.  Hastings,  upon  the  receipt  of 
these  accounts,  proposed  to  the 
board,  to  send  a  second  deputation 
to  l  ibet;’’  and  Captain  Turner 
was  nominated  to  this  service  oil 
the  9th  of  January  1783. 

Chap.  1. — Captain  Turner  re¬ 
ceived  his  final  instructions  in  the 
beginning  of  1783  ;  and  Lieut. 
Samuel  Davies,  and  Mr.  Robert 
Saunders  were  included  in  the 
commission ;  the  former  as  drafts¬ 
man  and  surveyor,  the  latter  in  the 
capacity  of  surgeon.  They  left 
Calcutta  in  the  beginning  of  May, 
and  passing  Murshedabad,  the  ca¬ 
pital  of  the  province,  and  Baulea, 
a  considerable  manufacturing  sta¬ 
tion,  travelled  through  a  rich  and 
fertile  country"  to  Rungpur,  two 
hundred  and  sixty  miles  from  Cal¬ 
cutta,  where  they  waited  for  pas- 
ports  from  Bootan.  The  flourish¬ 
ing  town  of  Mungulhaut,  situated 
on  the  Durla,  was"  their  next  sta¬ 
tion,  where  they  found  the  Zeen- 
kaubs  deputed  by  the  Rajah,  who 
were  to  conduct  the  embassador  to 
tbeir  master’s  capital.  Here  they 
entered  the  province  of  Cooch  Be- 
har.  “  We  proceeded,”  says  our 


i 

author,  <£  thrdugli  a  v£ry  highly 
improved'  and  fertile  country, 
where  the  luxuriant  growth  of  the 
trees,  among  which  the  most  con¬ 
spicuous  were  the  areca ,  cat  keen + 
bomhax ,  pentandrium *  and  fiern 
indica ,  intermixed  with  clusters  of 
the  bamboo,  and  the  rich  verdure 
of  the  fields,  covered  with  rice  al¬ 
most  ready  to  shoot  into  ear,  pre¬ 
sented  on  every  side  a  most  pleas¬ 
ing  prospedt.  As  the  day  dawned^ 
we  obtained  a  transient  view  of 
the  summits  of  the  mountains  of 
Bootan,  which  resembled  a  deep 
shadow  in  the  distant  horizon;  but 
the  sun  soon  raised  up  an  impene** 
trable  veil  of  thick  vapor  from  the 
marshes  at  their  base,  and  they 
were  no  longer  visible.  The  vast¬ 
ness  and  obscurity  of  this  enor¬ 
mous  boundary,  remote  and  in¬ 
distinct  as  it  appeared,  when  it 
first  burst  on  the  sight  in  ill-defined 
and  fantastic  shapes,  could  not  but 
excite  very  powerful  emotions  in 
the  mind;  and  I  looked  upon  the 
formidable  barrier  I  had  to  pass 
with  mingled  awe  and  admiration. 
The  favorable  aspeCt  of  the  Cooch 
Behar  district  was  of  no  long  con¬ 
tinuance  ;  the  country  became  full 
of  marshes  as  they  advanced  ;  cul¬ 
tivation  was  negleCted,  and  the 
appearance  of  the  inhabitants  in¬ 
dicated  the  unhealthiness  of  their 
climate,  aggravated  by  extreme 
poverty.  In  this  district,  if  a 
peasant  owes  a  sum  of  money,  and 
has  not  the  ability  to  Satisfy  his 
creditor,  he  is  compelled  to  give 
up  his  wife  as  a  pledge*  and  pos¬ 
session  of  her  is  kept  until  the  debt 
is  discharged.”  In  his  route  to¬ 
day,  our  author  remarked  some 
pine  apples  growing  wild*  which 
leads  to  a  digression  concerning 
the  introduction  of  this  fruit  into 
Hindustan,  by  Portuguese  priests* 
in  the  reign  of  Akbar;  and  he  sup¬ 
poses  they  were  brought  to  Cooch 
§  A  2  Behar 
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Behar  by  Mir  Jumla,  on  his  ex¬ 
pedition  against  Assam.  We  can¬ 
not  accede  to  this  supposition  ; 
first,  because  the  historians  of  the 
expedition  mention  that  Mir  Jtim- 
la  found  the  district  of  Cooch 
Behar  abounding  in  fruits  and 
fragrant  plants ;  and,  secondly, 
because  the  ananas  is  expressly 
mentioned  as  one  of  the  fruits 
which  that  General  found  in 
Assam.  This  plant  was  first  made 
known  to  European  botanists  by 
Don  Gongalo  Hernandez  de  Ovi¬ 
edo,  governor  of  St.  Domingo,  in 
1535.  We  must,  however,  re¬ 
mark,  that  the  name  is  Arabic, 
and  descriptive  of  the  fruit,  which 
is  seldom  the  case  with  any  but 
indigenous  productions. 

Chap*  2.  brings  us  from  Chi- 
chacotta,  the  frontier  station,  to 
Buxaduar,  a  distance  of  twenty 
miles.  The  former  consists  of  a 
habitation  situated  in  the  centre  of 
a  large  square,  formed  by  a  strong 
embankment,  with  a  double  row 
of  bamboos,  and  this  they  termed 
a  fort.  At  the  foot  of  the  Bootan 
mountains,  a  plain  extends  for 
about  thirty  miles  in  breadth, 
choked,  rather  than  clothed,  with 
the  most  luxuriant  vegetation.  The 
exhalations  necessarily  arising  from 
the  multitude  of  springs  which  the 
vicinity  of  the  mountain  produces, 
are  collected  and  confined  by  these 
almost  impervious  woods,  and 
generate  an  atmosphere  through 
which  no  traveller  ever  passed  with 
impunity.  Yet,  even  this  spot  is 
not  without  inhabitants,  although 
its  influence  hath  wholly  debased 
in  them  the  form,  the  size,  and 
the  strength  of  human  creatures. 
The  hill  on  which  Buxaduar 
stands,  terminates  this  noxious 
climate  ;  Santabari  is  half  way  up, 
famed  for  its  extensive  orange 
groves  ;  Buxaduar  is  placed  on  the 
summit  of  a  hill  levelled  by  art.' 


It  consists  of  a  range  of  temporary 
sheds  designed  to  shelter  a  garrison 
that  may  be  stationed  to  defend 
that  important  pass  ;  and  a  village 
of  ten  or  twelve  houses  placed  on 
a  second  table  of  levelled  rock. 
Here  our  travellers  were  received 
with  much  urbanity  by  the  Suba, 
and  were  regaled  with  chong,  a 
slightly  acid  and  spirituous  liquor, 
extemporaneously  prepared  bv  the 
infusion  of  a  mass  of  grain  in  a 
state  of  fermentation  ;  and  arras 
(probably  arrack)  a  spirit  pro¬ 
cured  from  it  by  a  rude  process  of 
distillation. 

Chap.  3.  conduds  us  from  Buxa¬ 
duar  to  Tasisuclon,a  distance  as  we 
imagine  (for  Captain  Turner  has 
sometimes  omitted  to  specify  this 
important  particular)  of  about 
100  miles.  Our  travellers  ascended 
the  lofty  mountain  of  Peachucom, 
by  a  road,  some  parts  of  which 
consisted  of  stone  steps.  On  the' 
summit,  they  were  warned  by  the 
natives  to  avoid  speaking,  and  as¬ 
sured  that  the  concussion  of  air 
occasioned  by  loud  conversation 
would  infallibly  bring  down  on 
them,  torrents  of  rain.  The  Oom- 
koo  presented  itself  next,  a  moun¬ 
tain  higher  than  the  former,  co¬ 
vered  to  its  summit  with  trees,  all 
clothed  with  moss,  and  with 
creepers  intertwined  among  them. 
It  is  composed  in  some  places  of 
clay ;  but  for  the  most  part  it 
consists  of  a  flinty  stone,  striated 
with  talc,  and  intermixed  with 
marble.  The  road  passing  the 
sides  of  the  perpendicular  rock, 
Pheadinchim,  is  only  two  feet 
broad,  and  formed  entirely  of 
loose  stones,  projecting  over  a 
deep  precipice  below.  Here  was 
lost  a  fine  Arabian  horse  sent  by 
Mr.  Hastings,  as  a  present  to  the 
Daeb  Rajah.  He  started  at  the 
overhanging  rock  ;  and  falling 
from  the  road,  was  dashed  to 

pieces 
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pieces  at  the  bottom  of  the  preci¬ 
pice.  The  village  of  Gygoogoo 
consists  of  five  or  six  houses,  sup- 
^  ported  on  bamboo  props,  twelve 
miles  from  Buxaduar.  The  Te* 
hinchieu,  which  waters  the  vale  of 
Tasisudon,  rolls  in  a  deep  channel 
at  the  foot  of  this  mountain.  It 
is  to  be  lamented  that  our  author 
did  not  ascertain  where  this  river 
joins  the  Berhamputra.  Is  it  the 
Gadadhara,  whose  confluence  is 
near  Rangamatty  ?  Thirteen  miles 
further,  on  the  summit  of  a  lofty 
mountain,  lay  Muricham,  con¬ 
sisting  of  twenty  houses,  built  of 
stone,  and  abundantly  commodi¬ 
ous.  Having  heard  that  there  was 
cinnamon  growing  in  this  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  I  sent  a  native  into  the 
woods  to  search  for  the  tree  ;  he 
returned  to  me  within  half  an 
hour,  with  a  great  quantity  both 
of  its  roots  and  branches.  Its 
leaves  are  much  used  in  cookery 
in  Bengal,  and  known  by  the  de¬ 
nomination  of  Teezpaut.  Straw¬ 
berries,  raspberries,  and  peaches 
were  found  here  in  great  abun¬ 
dance.  Mountains  of  still  more 
abrupt  ascent  produced  themselves 
on  the  view  on  the  way  to  Chuca; 
the  cascade  of  Minzapeezo  throws 
a  stream  from  so  great  a  perpendi¬ 
cular  height,  that  before  it  is  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  thick  shade  below, 
it  is  nearly  dissipated,  and  appears 
like  the  steam  arising  from  boiling 
water.  Stone  steps,  sustained  by 
beams  let  into  the  rock,  and  se- 
cured  with  cramps  of  iron,  facili¬ 
tated  the  ascent.  ‘ 4  At  every  pause 
we  beheld  a  different  prospe<5t, 
each  of  which,  perhaps,  might 
justly  be  reckoned  amongst  the 
grandest  and  most  awful  in  nature. 
Cascades  of  water  issuing  from  the 
bosoms  of  lofty  mountains,  clothed 
with  noble  trees,  and  hiding  their 
heads  in  the  clouds  ;  abrupt  pre¬ 
cipices,  deep  dells,  and  the  river 


dashincr  its  waters  with  astonish¬ 
es 

ing  rapidity,  over  the  huge  stones 
and  broken  rocks  below,  com¬ 
posed  the  sublime  and  variegated 
picture. — Near  the  castle  of 
Chuca,  the  Tehintchieu  is  crossed 
on  a  bridge  constructed  on  five 
chains  that  support  the  platform. 
The  castle  is  a  square  building  of 
stone,  on  elevated  ground,  and 
makes  a  very  respectable  appear¬ 
ance.  From  hence  to  Punugga, 
the  road  side  was  covered  with 
strawberries,  docks,  nettles,  prim¬ 
roses,  and  dogrose  bushes  ;  here 
also  appeared  the  first  pine  and 
fir  trees,  which  became  still  more 
common  as  our  travellers  pro¬ 
ceeded. — The  mountains  near 
Kepta,  were  the  highest  they  had 
yet  seen  ;  a  great  deal  of  unmelted 
snow  still  covered  the  summit  of 
Lomeela,  on  the  27th  May.  At 
Nomnoo,  hermitages  and  villages 
spread  over  the  sides  and  summits 
of  the  mountains,  to  each  of  which 
is  allotted  a  spacious  portion  of 
cultivated  ground  :  an  orchard  in 
the  neighbourhood,  afforded  wal¬ 
nuts,  peaches,  apples,  pears,  apri¬ 
cots  and  barberries.  From  thence 
to  Wangoca,  the  country  began  to 
open  ;  the  Tehintchieu  ran  with 
less  rapidity,  over  a  more  even  bed 
of  ground,  watering  a  most  beau¬ 
tiful  narrow  valley,  in  which  not 
a  spot  of  land  was  unemployed. 
Eight  miles  farther  brought  out 
travellers  to  the  vale  of  Tasisudon, 
the  capital  of  Bootan.  The  valley 
appears  to  be  about  three  miles  in 
length,  and  one  in  breadth,  the 
Tehintchieu  running  through  it, 
ft  There  is  no  regular  town,  nor 
apy  village  within  a  mile  of  the 
palace.  The  banks  of  the  river 
are  lined  with  willows,  and  the 
surrounding  mountains  have  some 
timber  trees,  intermixed  with  the 
pine  and  fir,  as  well  as  a  great 
variety  of  flowering  shrubs  • 
§  A  3  whilst 
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a  ntimbef  of  single  houses,  and 
some  monasteries,  having  orchards 
and  hanging  fields  of  corn  about 
them,  ornament  the  finely  ro¬ 
mantic  views,  with  which  we 
■were  delighted  from  every  part  of 
this  valley.’’ 

Chap..  4.  On  the  3d  of  June, 
the  embassador  paid  his  visit  of 
ceremony  to  the  Rajah  of  Bootan, 
commonly  styled  Deva  Rajah,  the 
Celestial  king. 

“  We  followed  the  Zoondonier, 
(treasurer),  with  many  Zeenkaubs 
accompanying  us,  through  several 
passages,  and  up  a  number  of  lofty 
ladders,  which  connect  the  dif¬ 
ferent  floors,  till  at  length,  we 
arrived  at  the  elevated  station  oc¬ 
cupied  by  the  Rajah,  near  the 
summit  of  the  citadel. 

After  a  short  pause  upon  the 
landing  place,  the  door  was  thrown 
open,  arid  we  were  ushered  into  a 
small,  but  well-proportioned  room, 
having  on  rhe  west  side  an  arched 
balcony  with  sliding  curtains, being 
the  only  aperture  for  the  admission 
of  light,  immediately  opposite  to 
the  door  by  which  we  entered,  and 
before  which  a  skreen,  projected 
nearly  one  third  of  the  breadth  of 
the  room.  The  remaining  space  on 
the  wall,  beyond  tfie  skreen,  was 
decorated  with  the  portraits, 
wrought  in  silk,  of  some  champions 
of  their  faith,  as  stiff  and  formal  as 
any  heroes  that  ever  appeared  in 
tapestry.  The  walls  of  the  room 
were  coloured  with  blue,  and  the 
arches  of  the  balcony,  pillars, 
doors,  &c,  were  painted  with  ver¬ 
milion,  and  ornamented  with  mid- 
mg.  1  he  Rajah  was  habited  in  a 
deep  garnet-coloured  cloth,* and 
sat  cross  legged  upon  a  pile  of 
cushions,  in  the  remote  corner  of 
the  room,  with  the  balcony  upon 
his  right  hand  ;  upon  his  left  side 
stood  a  cabinet  of  diminutive  idols, 
and  a  variety  of  Consecrated  trink¬ 


ets  :  close  upon  his  right  was 
placed  an  escrutoire,for  the  deposit 
of. papers  required  to  be  at  hand; 
and  before  him  was  a  small  painted 
bench,  to  place  his  tea-cup  on, 
and  answering  all  the  other  pur¬ 
poses  of  a  table.”  Tea  is  always 
presented  on  such  occasions. 
“  Wefound,”  says  Capt.  Turner, 
“  this  liquor  extremely  unlike 
what  we  had  been  used  to  drink, 
under  the  same  name;  it  was  a 
compound  of  water,  flour,  butter, 
salt,  and  bohea  tea,  with  some 
other  astringent  ingredients,  all 
boiled,  beat  up,  and  intimately- 
blended  together.”  Trays  of  fruits 
were  produced,  consisting  of  oran¬ 
ges,  dried  apples,  walnuts,  vege>- 
tables,  and  some  preserved  fruits 
of  China  and  C'ashmir.  The  Ra¬ 
jah’s  deportment  was  distinguished 
by  a  degree  of  urbanity,  little  to 
be  expected  in  one  secluded  from 
all  intercourse  with  any  but  his 
own  subjects,  by  a  mass  of  im¬ 
pervious  mountains.  His  senti¬ 
ments  breathed  all  that  humanity, 
which  the  doctrine  of  the  metemp¬ 
sychosis  seems  calculated  to  in¬ 
spire.  “  My  food,”  said  he, 
“  consists  of  the  simplest  articles  ; 
o-rain,  roots  of  the  earth,  and  fruits. 
1  never  eat  of  any  thing  that  has 
had  breath,  for  so  1  should  be  the 
indirect  cause  of  putting  an  end  to 
the  existence  of  animal  life,  which, 
by  our  religion,  is  strictly  forbid¬ 
den.”  This  prohibition  either 
does  not  extend  to  the  laity,  or  is 
neglected  by  them.  The  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  features  of  this  people 
is  applicable  to  those  of  all  the  na¬ 
tions  which  occupy  the  east  of 
Asia.  “  Fhe  Booteeas  have  in¬ 
variably  black  hair,  which  it  is 
their  fashion  to  cut  close  to  the 
head.  The  eye  is  a  very  remarka¬ 
ble  feature  of  the  face  :  small, 
black,  with  long  pointed  corners, 
as  though  stretched  and,  extended 
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by  artificial  means.  Their  eye 
lashes  are  so  thin,  as  to  be  scarcely 
perceptible  ;  and  the  eye-brow  is 
but  slightly  shaded.  Below  the 
eyes,  is  the  broadest  part  of  the 
face,  which  is  rather  flat  and  nar¬ 
rows  from  the  cheek  bones  to  the 
chin  ;  a  character  of  countenance 
appearing  first  to  take  its  rise 
among  the  Tartar  tribes,  but  is  by 
far  more  strongly  marked  in  the 
Chinese.  Their  skins  are  re¬ 
markably  smooth,  and  most  of 
them  arrive  at  a  very  advanced 
age,  before  they  can  boast  the 
earliest  rudiments  of  a  beard.” 
The  Rajah  of  Bootan  is  at  the 
same  time  a  Lama,  uniting  the 
regal  and  ecclesiastical  authority 
in  his  own  person  ;  the  palace 
serves  also  the  purpose  of  a  mo- 
nastry,  being  inhabited  by  fifteen 
hundred  Gylongs,  or  priests,  to 
whom  the  most  rigid  celibacy  is 
enjoined.  Frequent  ablutions  are 
prescribed  and  practised  by  the 
religious  orders  ;  but  the  laity  of 
Bootan  are  extremely  deficient  in 
personal  cleanliness.  The  goitre 
or  tumid  neck,  which  deforms  the 
persons,  and  debilitates  the  minds, 
of  the  inhabitants  ofAlpine  regions, 
is  also  frequent  among  the  Boo- 
teeas.  To  the  use  of  snow  water, 
it  has  sometimes  been  attributed  ; 
but  analysis  can  discover  no  ad¬ 
ditional  principle  in  the  water 
derived  from  snow,  and  the  preva¬ 
lence  of  this  disorder  amongst  the 
mountains  of  Sumatra,  and  of  the 
Deccan,  where  snow  never  falls, 
obliges  us  to  have  recourse  to  some 
other  circumstance,  common  to 
mountainous  regions,  to  account 
for  this  phenomenon. 

Chap.  From  the  borders  of 
Bengal  to  the  capital  of  Bootan, 
our  travellers  have  not  mentioned 
a  single  town  ;  a  few  villages,  of 
which  the  largest  contained  only 
twenty  houses,  marked  the  stations 


from  the  frontier.  F„ven  Tasisudon 
can  scarcely  merit  that  appellation; 
the  palace  stands  near  the  centre 
of  the  valley  ;  another  palace  and 
a  handsome  villa  lie  at  some  dis¬ 
tance  from  it,  and  a  few  clusters 
of  houses  distributed  through  the 
fields,  accomodate  the  inhabitants 
of  the  capital  of  Bootan.  The 
palace  is  of  a  quadrangular  form  ; 
the  walls  thirty  feet  high  ;  above 
the  middle  space,  is  a  row  of  pro¬ 
jecting  balconies,  to  each  of  which 
are  curtains  made  of  black  hair, 
which  are  always  drawn  at  night.' 
“  The  grand  entrance  is  on  the 
east  front,  which  is  ascended  by  a 
flight  of  stone  steps.  Even  with 
these,  we  entered  a  spacious  gate¬ 
way,  having  two  massy  doors, 
fortified  with  knobs  of  iron.  We 
passed  through  this  gateway  and 
came  opposite  to  the  central  square 
building,  which  I  must  call  the 
citadel  ;  and  this  is  the  habitation 
of  the  supreme  Lama.  It  contains 
also  the  chief  of  their  idols,  Maha- 
moonie,  amidst  a  multitude  of 
others  of  inferior  note.  It  is  a  very 
lofty  building,  being  no  less  than 
seven  stories  high,  each  from  fifteen 
to  eighteen  feet ;  it  is  covered  over 
with  a  roof  of  a  low  pitch,  com¬ 
posed  of  fir  timbers,  sheathed  with 
boards  of  deal,  which  project  on 
each  side  a  great  way  beyond  the 
walls  ;  from  the  centre  there  rises 
a  square  piece  of  masonry,  which 
supports  a  canopy  of  copper  richly 
gilt  ;  and  this  is  supposed  to  be 
immediately  over  the  great  idol, 
Maharwoonie.  Lama  Rimbochay, 
the  present  L)aeb  Rajah,  lives  upon 
the  fourth  floor  from  the  ground  ; 
above  that  there  are  two  other 
stories ;  and  the  seventh  ladder 
leads  to  the  temple  of  Maha- 
moonie,  which  is  covered  with 
the  gilded  canopy.” 

We  may  remark  that  the  style 
of  architecture  above  described, 
§  A  4.  seems 
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seems  coextensive  with  the  re¬ 
ligion  of  Buddha,  called  by  Capt. 
Turner,  Mahamoonie,  or  the 
great  anchoret.  More  magnifi¬ 
cent  structures  in  the  same  style, 
it  will  be  our  province  to  describe, 
when  we  accompany  Col.  Symes, 
to  the  court  of  Ava,  where  the 
gilded  canopy  also  marks  the  sta¬ 
tion  of  Buddha,  in  the  inmost  re¬ 
cesses  of  the  temple.  The  agri¬ 
culture  of  Bootan  is  promoted"* oy 
artificial  irrigations,  the  water  be¬ 
ing  conveyed  to  the  fields  through 
hollow  cylinders,  formed  of  the 
trunks  of  trees.  Paper  is  manu¬ 
factured  from  the  bark  of  a  tree, 
named  deah,  by  a  process  very 
similar  to  our  own,  and  proves  of 
a  texture  much  more  durable.  A 
small  square  temple,  erected  to 
contain  an  image  is  seen,  “  placed 
like  a  centinel,  as  it  were,  by  the 
road  side,  on  each  approach  to¬ 
wards  every  consecrated  habita¬ 
tion,  proportionate  in  dimensions 
to  the  magnitude  and  importance 
of  the  edifice,  with  which  it  is 
connected  :  on  each  of  the  three 
great  roads,  that  lead  toTasisudon, 
a  very  spacious  one  is  found.  I 
remember  to  have  seen  one  of  these 
buildings,  which  was  dedicated  to 
the  junction  of  the  Hatchieu,  with 
the  Tehintchieu,  near  Kepta. 
They  are  often  placed  at  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  two  principal  roads.  I 
have  seen  them  also  at  th e-base  of 
a  remarkable  mountain,  and  they 
are  invariably  met  with  at  the 
entrance  of  every  capital  village. 
Near  the  top  are  inserted  large 
tablets,  with  the  words  Oom 
mavnie  paimee  oom ,  carved  in  re¬ 
lief.  -Georgi  has  devoted  a  sec¬ 
tion  of  his  work  to  the  explanation 
of  these  mystic  words,  the  second 
of  which  he  was  led  by  his  hypo¬ 
thesis  to  refer  to  the  name  of  Mani, 
or  Manes,  the  founder  of  the 
heresy,  from  him  denominated 


Manichean.  The  Pete  Horatio 
has  preserved  and  translated  a 
commentary  on  them,  composed  by 
Rabgiamba  Ngavang,  a  Gylong 
in  one  of  the  monasteries  of  Lassa. 
From  this  we  learn,  that  the  first 
and  last  words  is  the  invocation 
to  the  deity,  common  to  the  Tibe¬ 
tans,  with  the  Hindus  ;  “Mani” 
signifies  a  gem,  and  Paimi,  the 
flower  of  the  lotos.  From  this 
explanation  it  were  impossible  to 
dissent,  since  Mani  also  signifies  a 
gem,  in  Sanscrit  ;  and  Paimi,  is 
a  manifest  corruption  of  Padma, 
the  Sanscrit  appellation  of  the 
nymphea  nilotica  ;  these  admired 
productions  of  nature  having  been 
apparently  selected  as  emblematic 
of  the  purity  and  excellence,  which 
they  ascribe  to  Buddha,  their 
chief  object  of  worship. 

Chap.  6.  During  Capt.  Tur¬ 
ner’s  residence  at  Tasisudon,  a 
bloodless  insurrection  shook  the 
throne  of  Bootan.  The  com¬ 
mandant  of  Wandipur,  at  the 
head  of  a  party  of  mal-contents 
advanced  to  the  vale,  and  took 
possession  of  three  villages,  which 
he  connected  by  a  line,  in  front  of 
the  palace.  The  measures  adopted 
both  for  attack  and  defence,  betray 
a  total  ignorance  of  military  dis¬ 
cipline  and  manoeuvres.  “  Every 
kind  of  discipline  and  order  is 
totally  disregarded  in  their  mode 
of  warfare ;  stratagem  is  more 
practised  than  open  assault  :  they 
engage  in  general  as  marksmen, 
and  wait  their  opportunity  to  fire 
unobserved.  Both  parties  are  so 
careful  to  conceal  themselves,  that 
seldom  any  thing  is  visible  but  the 
top  of  a  tufted  helmet,  or  the  end 
of  a  bow.”  Hostilities  terminated 
by  the  retreat  of  the  rebels,  though 
the  palace  was  entirely  defenceless, 
and  the  castle  of  Wandipur  was 
soon  after  reduced  by  blockade. 

Qhap.  7*  describes  an  excursion 
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to  theoastle  of  Wandipur,  twenty- 
four  miles  from  Tasisudon,  and  to 
Punukka,  the  winter  seat  of  the 
Rajah.  Still  no  towns  are  men¬ 
tioned  as  occurring  in  the  route. 

(i  The  castle  of  Wandipur  towers 
high  upon  the  narrow  extremity 
of  a  rock,  which  stands  between 
the  Matchieu-Patchieu,  and  the 
Tahantchieu  rivers,  both  which 
streams  unite  at  its  sharpened 
point :  they  then  form  together  a 
river  of  considerable  magnitude, 
that  takes  the  name  Chaantchieu, 
and  shapes  its  course  between  the 
frontier  mountains,  flowing  finally 
along  the  flat  surface  of  the  district 
of  Bijnee,  into  the  Berhampooter.’’ 
The  united  stream  is  manifestly 
the  river  Suniacasa,  which  tra¬ 
verses  Rangamatty,  and  combines 
with  the  Gadadbara  (or  Tehin- 
chieu)  before  their  confluence 
with  the  Brahmaputra.  Chiew 
signifies  a  river  in  the  Tibetan 
tongue  ;  hence  we  find  it  annexed 
to  all  the  proper  names  of  the 
streams  which  water  these  moun¬ 
tainous  regions.  The  bridge  of 
Wandipur  is  of  singular  lightness 
and  beauty,  constructed  entirely 
of  fir,  without  the  smallest  piece 
of  metal  to  connect  its  parts. 
Punukka  is  placed  in  a  less  elevated 
situation,  and  a  more  menial  soil 
produces  in  abundance  the  fruits 
of  tropical  and  temperate  climates. 
A  citadel  and  gilded  canopy  rises 
in  the  midst  of  the  palaces  of 
Punukka  and  Wandipur,  similar 
to  that  described  at  Tasisudon. 

Chap .  8.  is  enlivened  by  a  de¬ 
tail  of  the  Rajah’s  efforts  to  amuse 
his  guests,  and  many  particulars 
of  his  conversation.  This  monarch 
had  travelled  incognito,  with  a 
single  attendant  from  Tasisudon 
'to  the  extensive  city  of  Lassa,  had 
paid  his  devotions  at  the  sacred 
shrine  of  a  Pootala,  (Buddhalay, 
the  mansion  of  Buddha),  and  after 


a  residence  of  about  fourteen  dajrs, 
returned  in  the  same  manner  to 
Bootan.  His  villa  was  ornamented 
with  drawings  of  that  city ;  of 
Lubrong,  the  residence  of  Teshoo 
Lama  in  Tibet;  of  Cattamandu, 
the  capital  of  Nepal,  and  Patan, 
in  the  same  kingdom,  as  well  as 
of  other  places  of  famed  resort. 
Their  representations  partook  both 
of  plan  and  perspective,  though 
without  the  advantages  of  light 
and  shade.  A  bull-fight  consti- 
tuted  one  of  the  entertainments, 
and  the  Rajah  was  engaged  in 
preparations  for  the  festival  of 
Durga,  at  the  autumnal  equinox, 
when  our  travellers  left  Tasi¬ 
sudon. 

Book II.  Chap.  i.  brings  us  from 
the  capital  to  the  frontier  of  Boo¬ 
tan.  The  route  lay  south-west 
from  Tasisudon,  till  our  travellers 
reached  the  river  Patchieu  :  they 
crossed  Pomcela,  covered  with 
snow  at  midsummer ;  Phajudee, 
the  place  of  the  Rajah’s  last  re¬ 
generation  was  distinguished  by 
its  palace,  and  inscribed  flags. 
An  extensive  monastery  occupied 
the  summit  of  the  mountain,  the 
president  of  which  was  as  usual 
styled  Lama  ;  to  the  prevalence 
of  these  monastic  institutions  the 
scanty  population  may  doubtless 
be  attributed.  But  in  Bootan, 
superstition  and  ambition  concur 
to  control  the  most  genial  pro¬ 
pensities  of  nature :  celibacy  is 
the  road  to  distinction  and  power 
in  this  ecclesiastic  government  ; 
anti  Capt.  Turner  remarks,  “  that 
the  higher  orders  of  men,  entirely 
engrossed  by  political  or  ecclesi¬ 
astical  duties,  leave  to  the  husband¬ 
man  and  labourer,  to  those  who 
till  the  fields  and  live  by  their  in¬ 
dustry,  the  exclusive  charge  of 
propagating  the  species.’’  Nor  is 
this  entirely  the  case,  for  custom 
obliges  every  family  that  has  more 
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than  four  boys,  to  contribute  one 
of  them  to  the  order  of  Gylongs. 
The  prosecution  of  their  route 
conducted  our  travellers  to  Puima- 
tong  and  Paibesa,  in  the  midst  of 
picturesque  mountains  ;  hence 
they  descended  to  the  vale  of  Paro, 
stretching  along  the  banks  of  the 
Patcliieu.  The  castle  is  a  hand¬ 
some  building  of  stone,  orna¬ 
mented  in  the  centre  with  a  gilded 
canopy,  in  the  manner  of  all  the 
Rajah’s  palaces,  and  calculated  for 
defence.  “  Paro  boasts  the  only 
market  in  Bootan  ;  and  it  appears 
to  be  much  frequented.  It  is  also 
famous  for  the  manufacture  of 
gods,  aqd  forging  of  arms,  parti- 
culary  of  swords  and  daggers,  and 
the  barbs  of  arrows.  ”  The  sides 
of  the  mountains  were  Covered 
with  groves  of  pine ;  they  con¬ 
tained  also  numerous  clusters  of 
houses,  and  some  handsome  villas, 
with  gardens  and  orchards.  A 
stage  of  nine  miles  brought  our 
author  to  the  fortress  of  Dukka- 
jeung,  built  upon  the  crown  of  a 
low  rocky  hill  ;  and  eleven  more 
to  Sana,  the  last  village  of  Bootan, 
consisting  of  about  ten  houses. 
Here  the  thermometer  stood  at 
46°,  on  the  13th  of  September; 
the  Patchieu  pursued  its  rapid 
course  through  the  valley,  and  on 
its  banks  grazed  a  herd  of  chauery 
tailed  cattle,  tended  by  the  itinerant 
Tartars,  named  Dubka.  The  yak 
of  Tartary  is  about  the  height  of 
an  English  bull,  which  he  re¬ 
sembles  in  the  general  figure  of  the 
body,  head,  and  legs  :  but  is  co¬ 
vered  all  over  with  a  thick  coat  of 
long  hair.  The  tail  which  sup¬ 
plies  the  oriental  luxury  of  chaue- 
ries,  is  composed  of  a  prodigious 
quantity  of  long,  flowing,  glossy 
hair;  and  is  so  abundantly  well 
furnished,  that  not  a  joint  of  it 
is  perceptible  ;  but  it  has  much 
the  appearance  of  a  large  cluster 


of  hair  artificially  set  Qn.  The 
chain  of  mountains  situated  be¬ 
tween  the  latitudes  of  iy°  and  28°, 
which  divides  Tibet  from  Bootan, 
and  whose  summits  are  most  com¬ 
monly  covered  with  snovv,  is  their 
favorite  haunt.  Extremely  use¬ 
ful  as  beasts  of  burthen  from  their 
great  strength  ;  tents  and  ropes  are 
manufactured  of  their  hair  ;  their 
tails  furnish  an  article  of  great  de- 
mand  in  commerce,  and  they  yield 
an  abundant  quantity  of  rich  milk. 
The  last  mountain  of  Bootan,  the 
dreary  Somoonang,  now  remained 
to  be  passed  ;  it  offers  no  habita¬ 
tion  to  the  traveller,  but  numbers 
of  the  natives  were  met  on  the 
road.  I  never,  says  our  author, 
beheld  a  more  florid  picture  of 
health  than  was  exhibited  in  the 
complexion  of  the  mountaineers  ; 
the  women  in  particular,  with 
their  jet  black  hair,  and  clear  brisk 
black  eyes,  had  a  ruddiness,  which 
the  most  florid  English  rustic 
would  in  vain  attempt  to  rival. 

Chap.  2.  On  the  summit  of 
Somoonang,  a  long  row  of  little 
inscribed  flags,  fixed  in  rude  heaps 
of  stones,  fluttered  in  the  wind ; 
they  marked  the  boundaries  of 
Tibet  and  Bootan.  The  distance 
of  Tasisudon  from  this  station  ap¬ 
pears  by  the  route  to  be  about  5$ 
miles,  yet  as  the  first  part  of  it 
lay  in  a  southerly  direction,  the 
latitude  of  the  frontier  is  only  a 
few  miles  north  of  the  capital. 

“  If  Bootan,  compared  with 
Rental,  exhibits  a  vast  contrast  of 
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country  and  climate,  there  is  no 
nearer  analogy  between  Tibet  and 
Bootan.” 

“  Bootan  presents  to  the  view, 
nothing  but  the  most  mishapen  ir¬ 
regularities  ;  mountains  covered 
with  eternal  verdure,  and  rich  with 
abundant  forests  of  large  and  lofty 
trees.  Almost  every  favourable 
aspect  of  them,  coated  with  the 
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smallest  quantity  of  soil,  is  cleared 
and  adapted  to  cultivation,  by  be¬ 
ing  shelved  into  horizontal  beds  ; 
not  a  slope  or  narrow  sli{5  of  land 
between  the  ridges,  lies  unim¬ 
proved.  There  is  scarcely  a  moun¬ 
tain,  whose  base  is  not  washed  by 
some  rapid  torrent,  and  many  of 
the  loftiest, bear  populous  villages, 
amidst  orchards,  and  other  plan¬ 
tations,  on  their  summits  and  on 
their  sides.  It  combines  in  its  ex¬ 
tent,  the  most  extravagant  traits  of 
rude  nature,  and  laborious  art.” 

“  Tibet,  on  the  other  hand, 
strikes  a  traveller,  at  first  sight,  as 
one  of  the  least  favoured  countries 
under  heaven,  and  appears  to  be 
in  a  great  measure  incapable  of 
culture.  It  exhibits  only  low 
rockv  hills,  without  any  visible 
vegetation,  or  extensive  arid  plains, 
both  of  the  most  stern  and  stub¬ 
born  aspect,  promising  full  as  lit¬ 
tle  as  they  produce.  Its  climate  is 
cold  and  bleak  in  the  extreme, 
from  the  severe  effects  of  v.rbich, 
the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to  seek 
refuge  in  sheltered  valleys,  and 
hollows,  or  amidst  the  warmest 
aspects  of  the  rocks.  Yet  per¬ 
haps,  Providence,  in  its  impartial 
distribution  of  blessings,  has  be¬ 
stowed  on  each  country  a  tolerably 
equal  share.  The  advantages  that 
one  possesses  in  fertility,  and  in 
the  richness  of  its  forests  and  its 
fruits,  are  amply  counterbalanced 
in  the  other  by  its  multitudinous 
flocks,  and  invaluable  mines.  As 
one  seems  to  possess  the  pabulum 
of  vegetable,  in  the  other,  we  find 
a  superabundance  of  animal,  life. 
The  variety  and  quantity  of  wild 
fowl,  game,  and  beasts  of  prey, 
flocks,  droves  and  herds,  in  Tibet, 
are  astonishing.  In  Bootan,  ex- 
cept  domestic  creatures,  nothing 
of  the  sort  is  to  be  seen.  I  recol¬ 
lect  meeting  with  no  wild  animal 
except  the  monkey,  in  all  my  tra¬ 


i  i 

vels,  and  of  game,  I  saw  only  a 
few  pheasants,  once  near  Chuka.” 

The  Tibetians  like  the  Persees 
of  India  neither  inhume  nor  bum 
their  dead;  their  bodies  are  ex¬ 
posed  in  the  open  air,  and  left  to 
be  devoured  by  ravens,  kites,  and 
other  carnivorous  birds.  A  place 
appropriated  to  this  purpose,  was 

seen  on  descending  the  mountain 
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of  Somoonang  into  the  plain  of 
Phari.  The  fortress  of  Phari  and 
its  extensive  suburb  was  left  on  the 
west,  whilst  our  travellers  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Chassa  Goombah,  where 
they  were  received  by  the  Lama. 
A  rocky  plain  intersected  by  num¬ 
berless  streams,  extended  on  every 
side  :  the  mountains  which  bound 
it  are  the  retreat  of  the  musk  deer, 
an  animal  which  delights  in  the 
most  intense  cold,  and  is  always- 
found  in  places  bordering  on  snow. 
They  are  about  the  height  of  a 
moderately  sized  hog,  which  they 
resemble  much  in  the  figure  of  the. 
body ;  they  have  a  small  head,  a 
thick  and  round  hind  quarter,  no 
scut,  and  extremely  delicate  limbs. 
The  long  hair  with  which  it  is 
covered,  partakes  in  its  texture, 
less  of  the  nature  of  hair  than  fea¬ 
thers;  or  rather,  it  resembles  the 
porcupine’s  quill.  Two  long  curved 
tusks  proceed  from  the  upper  jaw, 
and  are  directed  downwards  ■>  the 
musk  is  a  secretion  formed  in  a 
little  bag,  or  tumour,  resembling 
a  wen,  situated  at  the  navel;  and 
is  found  only  in  the  male.  Num¬ 
bers  of  wild  horses  were  seen  at  a 
distance;  they  were  very  shy,  but 
our  author  could  distinguish  long 
ears,  like  those  of  an  ass,  or  mule; 
the  cars,  neck,  body  and  tail,  wer$ 
of  a  fawn  colour;  the  face,  belly, 
and  leys  almost  white.  Here  our 
travellers  appear  to  have  attained 
their  greatest  elevation,  for  after 
passing  a  river,  which  shapes  its 
course  towards  Nepal,  those  they 
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afterwards  meet  with,  ail  ran  in  a 
northerly  direction.  After  leaving 
the  sterile  plain  of  Phari,  the  small 
village  of  Dochai  was  the  first 
station ;  from  hence  the  lake  of 
Ramchieu  skirted  the  road,  fre¬ 
quented  by  great  abundance  of 
wild  geese,  ducks,  teal,  and  storks, 
with  prodigious  numbers  of  sau- 
rasses.  At  Chalu,  appeared  the 
first  traces  of  successful  cultiva¬ 
tion  ;  beyond  it  they  crossed  a 
plain  white  with  incrustations  of 
natron  (soda),  which  rises  in  an 
efflorescence  from  the  dry  plains, 
resembling  a  hoar  frost.  The  vil¬ 
lage  of  Sumdta  lay  14  miles  far¬ 
ther,  where  a  tew  willows  were 
the  first  trees  observed  in  Tibet. 

Chap.  3,  conducts  us  from 
thence  to  Teshoo  Loomboo,  fol¬ 
lowing  the  course  of  the  Painom- 
tchieu,  which  at  the  latter  place 
unites  with  the  Berhampooter  ;  at 
Gangamaar,  they  found  a  con¬ 
course  of  invalids  attracted  by  the 
medicinal  virtues  of  its  hot  well, 
which  raised  the  thermometer  from 
44°  to  88°.  Rocks  split  by  the 
frost  covered  the  adjacent  plains 
with  their  fragments;  a  gigantic 
figure  of  their  mahamoonie  was 
carved  in  relief  upon  an  immense 
Stone.  From  Shoohoo  the  coun¬ 
try  assumed  a  much  more  favour- 
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able  aspect ;  the  village  of  Nainee 
presented  the  appearance  of  regu¬ 
lar  buildings,  some  of  them  bor¬ 
dered,  others  striped  with  red  and 
partly  hid  by  branches  of  willows. 
The  castle  of  Jhansu-Jeung  rises 
in  the  midst  of  an  extensive  valley, 
which  tradition  and  observation 
concur  to  prove  had  been  once  a 
lake.  A  considerable  manufac¬ 
ture  of  coarse  woollen  cloths  exer¬ 
cises  the  industry  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants;  abundant  crops  of  ripe  corn 
bordered  the  road,  and  numerous 
clusters  of  villages  were  scattered 
on  each  side0  From  Dukque  to 


Teshoo  Loomboo  is  a  distance  of 
only  ten  miles,  and  our  travellers 
reached  the  latter  place  at  sun¬ 
rise.  “  If  its  magnificence  was  to 
be  increased  by  any  external  cause, 
none  could  more  superbly  have 
adorned  its  numerous  gilded  cano¬ 
pies  and  turrets,  than  the  sun 
rising  in  full  splendour  directly 
opposite.  It  presented  a  view  won¬ 
derfully  beautiful  and  brilliant; 
the  effect  was  little  short  of  magic, 
and  it  made  an  impression,  which 
no  time  will  ever  efface  from  my 
mind. 

(i  We  ascended  by  a  narrow 
street  through  the  middle  of  the 
monastery,  and  were  conducted  to 
very  splendid  apartments,  bright 
with  gay  colours,  and  situated  in 
the  centre  of  the  palace,  amidst  a 
profusion  of  gorgeous  finery .  At 
the  instant  of  our  entrance,  we 
heard  the  deep  tone  of  many  so¬ 
norous  instruments,  which  were 
summoning  the  religious  to  their 
morning  orisons. ” 

Chap.  4.  Our  travellers  were 
now  lodged  in  the  palace  built  by 
the  late  Lama;  their  reception  by 
the  Regent  was  marked  by  much 
urbanity;  he  expatiated  on  the 
friendship  which  the  Lama  enter¬ 
tained  for  the  English,  which  was 
equally  strong  now  as  in  his  last 
incarnation,  though  his  infant 
years  denied  expression  to  his  sen¬ 
timents.  The  presence  chamber 
was  supported  by  pillars  painted 
with  vermilion,  and  ornamented 
with  gold,  representing  symboli¬ 
cal  devices.  The  walls  were  painted 
blue;  the  floor  was  composed  of 
brown  and  white  flint,  and  ad¬ 
mitted  of  a  high  polish.  The 
throne  of  the  late  Teshoo  Lama, 
elevated  about  five  feet  from  the 
floor,  stood  at  one  end,  decorated 
with  silks,  and  cushions  of  yellow 
sattin,  before  which  tapers  were 
constantly  burnt,  which  filled  the 
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hall  with  aromatic  odours.  Cap¬ 
tain  Turner’s  arrival  happened  at 
a  period  of  high  importance  in  the 
annals  ot  Tibet,  for  the  infant 
Lama  was  about  to  be  removed 
from  the  house  of  his  parents  to 
the  monastery  of  Terpaling,  on 
which  occasion  he  was  to  receive 
the  first  public  recognition  of  his 
sacred  character.  The  ceremony 
was  conducted  with  suitable 
pomp,  and  a  party  of  Chinese 
troops  escorted  the  procession,  by 
command  of  the  Emperor.  The 
influence  of  the  Chinese  officers 
was  manifestly  hostile  to  the  mis¬ 
sion  of  the  English  embassador, 
and  that  influence  though  founded 
entirely  on  fear,  was  still  more 
considerable  at  the  court  of  Lassa, 
though  the  Tibetians  are  said  to 
consider  the  Chinese  as  a  gross 
and  impure  race  of  men. 

Chap .  5,  contains  an  animated 
and  perspicuous  description  of  the 
spiendid  mausoleum,  which  con¬ 
tains  the  remains  of  the  late  Teshoo 
Lama,  i'he  court-yard  before  it 
was  paved,  and  surrounded  with  a 
colonnade,  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  pious;  the  pillars  were 
painted  with  vermilion,  and  orna¬ 
mented  with  gilding.  In  the  cen¬ 
tre  a  large  gate  opened  to  the 
principal  avenue  of  the  monastery; 
two  ponderous  doors  being  thrown 
open,  discovered  a  most  beautiful 
pyramid,  at  the  base  of  which  the 
body  of  the  Lama  was  deposited 
in  a  coffin  of  pure  gold.  An  ef¬ 
figy  of  gold  crowns  the  pyramid, 
before  which  incense  is  burnt ; 
the  sides  of  the  pyramid  were  en¬ 
cased  with  plates  of  solid  silver, 
and  on  each  step  were  piled  the 
most  costly  articles.  “  Another 
image  ol  the  Lama  of  solid  silver, 
as  large  as  life  stood  on  the  right 
side ;  offerings  of  fruits,  flowers, 
and  corn  were  placed  on  an  altar 
in  front ;  and  on  the  floor  were 


high  piles  of  their  sacred  books.’ * 
The  shell  or  covering  of  the  pyra¬ 
mid,  which  constitutes  the  exterior 
of  the  mausoleum,  is  a  structure, 
when  viewed  at  some  distance, 
of  considerable  magnitude  and 
beauty.  The  pillar,  scolloped 
arch,  and  pediment  of  Hindustan, 
prevail  in  the  interior  apartments; 
the  external  decorations  are  of 
Chinese,  or  Tartar  origin,  similar 
to  those  of  the  watch-tower,  ot 
temple  of  the  former ;  the  tented 
canopy  and  imperial  dragon.  In 
the  centre  of  the  front,  on  a 
tablet,  the  mystic  sentence  00m 
mauriie  pabnec  00m,  is  engraved . 
A  frieze  and  whitened  cornice  sur¬ 
rounds  the  top  ;  and  a  spacious 
tented  canopy,  richly  gilt,  which 
is  supposed  to  stand  immediately 
over  the  remains  of  the  Lama, 
crowns  the  whole  structure ;  its 
edges  swell  with  a  bold  and  easy 
sweep,  the  convolutions  of  the 
Chinese  dragon  fill  up  the  space  of 
the  ridge,  and  a  prodigious  num¬ 
ber  of  small  bells  hung  round  it, 
make  an  inconceivable  jingle  with 
every  breeze  that  blows. 

Chap.  6.  is  occupied  with  a 
long  and  amusing  account  of  his 
interviews  with  the  Regent,  pre¬ 
viously  to  his  leaving  the  capital, 
Capt.  Turner  found  him  particu¬ 
larly  inquisitive  on  geographical 
points,  and  to  have  formed  a  more 
extensive  acquaintance  with  dis¬ 
tant  countries  than  might  have 
been  expected.  In  common  with 
the  rest  of  his  countrymen  he  en¬ 
tertained  a  profound  veneration 
fo.r  the  places  held  sacred  by  the 
Hindus,  Gaya,  Allahabad,  Be¬ 
nares,  and  Ganga-sagar.  The  late 
Empress  of  Russia  attempted  to 
establish  an  intercourse  with  Ti¬ 
bet,  for  commercial  purposes;  a 
bible  with  plates  in  the  Russian 
language  was  exhibited  as  a  pre¬ 
sent  from  that  sovereign.  One 
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interview  was  terminated  by  the 
arrival  of  Tartars,  to  pay  their 
homage  to  the  sovereign  pontiff. 
They  came  from  a  place  situated 
on  the  Sullum,  at  a  distance  of 
fifty-two  days  journey,  which  at 
the  rate  of  twenty  miles  per  diem, 
must  be  one  thousand  and  forty 
miles.  Their  route  was  thus  di¬ 
vided  ;  from  Teshoo  Loomboo  to 
Lassa,  twelve  days ;  from  Lassa 
to  Daum,  ten  days  ;  from  Daum 
to  Sullum,  thirty  days. 

Capt.  Turner  was  anxious  to 
investigate  “  the  traces  of  an  an¬ 
cient  nation,  supposed  to  have  once 
Inhabited  the  borders  of  the  Baikal 
sea,  in  the  interior  of  Tartary, 
and  from  which  some  persons  con¬ 
jecture,  the  learning,  arts,  and 
sciences  of  India,  and  even  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  to  have  been  originally  de¬ 
rived.  If  such  a  nation  ever  ex¬ 
isted,  the  remembrance  of  it  seems 
now  to  be  buried  in  the  deepest 
oblivion.”  Soopoon  Choomboo 
had  traversed  the  borders  ©f  the 
Baikal  sea,  which  he  affirmed  was 
remarkable  only  for  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  large  pearls.  Its  neigh¬ 
bourhood  was  thinly  inhabited  by 
a  race  of  Tartars  more  ignorant 
than  their  southern  neighbours, 
and  dwelling  in  tents.  He  and 
the  Regent  concurred  in  deriving 
the  religion,  arts  and  sciences, 
which  prevail  in  Tibet,  from  Hin¬ 
dustan  ;  and  considered  Benares 
as  the  source  and  centre  of  learn¬ 
ing  and  religion,  from  which  they 
emanated  at  a  very  distant  period 
to  civilize  and  reform  the  adjacent 
nations.  As  a  proof  of  this  anti¬ 
quity,  the  Regent  urged  the  simi¬ 
larity,  of  their  alphabet  to  that  of 
the  Sanscrit,  from  which  they 
avow  it  to  have  been  formed. 

Chap.  7.  Subsequent  to  the 
Regent’s  departure,  our  author 
extended  the  sphere  of  his  excur¬ 
sions  in  the  vicinity  of  Teshoo 


Loomboo,  and  had  frequent  inter¬ 
views!  with  Soopoon  Choomboo, 
who  governed  in  his  absence. 
That  officer  spoke  with  much  re- 
spedt  of  the  distant  region  of  Eu- 
nani,  which  Capt.  Turner  mistook 
for  Egypt,  though  Greece  was  un¬ 
questionably  the  country  meant. 
The  frequent  use  of  the  lion  as  an 
architectural  ornament  he  traces  to 
that  country,  but  the  bearer  of  the 
consort  of  Siva,  was  more  probably 
derived  from  Hindustan. 

66  Teshoo  Loomboo  or  Lu- 
brong,  the  seat  of  Teshoo  Lama, 
and  the  capital  of  that  part  of  Ti¬ 
bet  immediately  subject  to  his  au¬ 
thority,  is  situated  in  290  4'  20" 
north  latitude,  and  89°  7'  east 
longitude  from  Greenwich.  It  is 
a  large  monastery,  consisting  of 
three  or  four  hundred  houses,  the 
habitations  of  the  Gy  longs,  besides 
temples,  mausoleums,  and  the  pa¬ 
lace  of  the  sovereign  pontiff;  in 
which  is  comprised  also,  the  resi¬ 
dence  of  the  Regent,  and  of  all  the 
subordinate  officers,  both  ecclesi¬ 
astical  and  civil,  belonging  to  the 
court.  Its  buildings  are  all  of 
stone,  none  less  than  two  stories 
high,  fiat  roofed,  and  crowned 
with  a  parapet,  rising  considerably 
above  the  roof,  composed  of  heath 
and  brushwood,  inserted  between 
frames  of  timber.”  A  little  be¬ 
yond  this  monastery  lies  the  for¬ 
tress  of  Shigatzee-jeung,  which 
commands  the  entrance  of  the  val¬ 
ley  ;  still  further  the  Painom- 
tchieu  unites  its  waters  with  the 
Berhamputer,  called  in  Tibet 
Erechoomboo.  This  river,  and 
the  Ganges  are  said  by  our  author 
to  issue  both  from  the  sacred  lake 
Manserer  ( Mansaravara) .  The 
Tibetians  could  scarcely  be  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  real  sources  of  these  ce¬ 
lebrated  streams ;  the  lake  was  said 
to  be  a  month’s  journey  north¬ 
west  from  Teshoo  Loomboo. 
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In  Tibet,  the  spring  is  marked 
from  March  to  May,  by  a  variable 
atmosphere;  heat,  thunder  storms, 
and  occasionally,  with  refreshing 
showers.  “  From  June  to  Sep¬ 
tember  is  the  season  of  humidity, 
when  heavy  and  continued  rains 
till  the  rivers  to  their  brim,  which 
run  off  from  hence  with  rapidity, 
to  assist  in  inundating  Bengal. 
From  October  to  March,  a  clear 
and  uniform  sky  succeeds,  seldom 
obscured  either  by  fogs  or  clouds,” 
and  a  degree  of  cold  is  felt,  rarely 
experienced  in  Europe.  The  flesh 
of  sheep  exposed  to  the  frosty  air 
is  deprived  of  its  juices  and  re¬ 
mains  in  good  preservation  during 
the  winter.  Capt.  Turner  used 
it  without  any  further  dressing, 
but  the  people  of  Tibet  are  accus¬ 
tomed  to  eat  their  mutton,  almost 
the  sole  article  of  animal  food 
which  they  use,  recently  killed, 
and  raw. 

Chap.  8 th,  contains  some  stric¬ 
tures  on  the  religion  of  Tibet.  That 
country  is  denominated  by  the  in¬ 
habitants  Puekoachim,  which  our 
author  explains,  “  the  snowy  re¬ 
gions  of  the  north.”  The  reli¬ 
gion  of  Tibet  appeared  to  Capt. 
Turner,  the  schismatical  offspring 
of  the  Hindu  system,  introduced 
from  that  country  ;  and  to  have 
traversed  over  Mantchieu  Tartary, 
and  been  disseminated  through 
China  and  Japan.  “  The  princi¬ 
pal  idol  in  the  temples  of  Tibet  is 
Mahoomeni,  the  Buddha  of  Ben¬ 
gal,  who  is  worfhipped  under  these 
and  various  other  epithets,  through¬ 
out  all  Tartary,  and  among  all 
the  nations  to  the  eastward  of  the 
Berhampoater.”  But  the  Devata 
of  Hindustan,  participates  with 
Buddha,  in  the  votive  offering  of 
the  people  of  1  ibet:  Durga  mount¬ 
ed  on  her  lion,  and  Cali  delight¬ 
ing  in  bloody  sacrifices;  Ganesa, 
©r  the  emblem  of  wisdom,  and 


Cartikea  brandishing  a  thousand 
arms.  A  regular  hierarchy  super¬ 
intends  the  spiritual  government  of 
the  people,  descending  from  the 
sovereign  Lama,  immaculate  and 
omniscient,  through  the  gradations 
of  Gylong,  Tohba,  and  Tuppa. 
Two  sets  divide  the  votaries  of 
Buddha,  the  Gyllookpa,  distin¬ 
guished  by  robes  of  yellow  cloth, 
and  the  Shammar  clothed  in  red. 
In  ancient  times,  the  latter  are  re¬ 
ported  to  have  been  the  most  nu¬ 
merous  ;  till  the  Gyllookpa  as¬ 
sembling  a  mighty  army,  drove 
them  from  their  possessions,  and 
forced  them  to  take  refuge  in  Boo- 
tan,  whose  inhabitants  are  all  of 
that  seCL  It  was  at  that  period, 
Teshoo  Loomboo,  rose  from  the 
ruins  of  a  Shammar  settlement, 
but  their  ruin  was  not  complete, 
till  the  Emperor  of  China,  adopt¬ 
ing  for  himself  the  distinction  of 
the  yellow  hat,  turned  the  scale 
irretrievably  in  favor  of  the  GyL 
lookpa.  The  short  residence  of 
Capt.  Turner  in  Tibet,  and  his 
ignorance  of  the  language,  must 
have  been  insurmountable  obsta¬ 
cles,  to  acquiring  an  extensive 
knowledge  of  the  history,  geogra¬ 
phy,  and  polity,  civil  and  religi¬ 
ous,  of  a  country  so  interesting  to 
the  philosopher.  Indeed,  it  is  im¬ 
possible  not  to  admire  the  industry 
by  which  he  procured  so  much  in¬ 
formation  as  his  work  exhibits,  in 
so  small  a  portion  of  time.  We 
subjoin  a  few  particulars,  calcu¬ 
lated  to  refledt  some  light  on  the 
ancient  and  modem  state  of  that 
country,  but  which  being  extra¬ 
neous  to  the  review  of  Capt.  Tur¬ 
ner’s  work,  we  have  compressed 
as  much  as  perspicuity  would  per¬ 
mit. 

J  radition  refers  the  population 
ot  JL  ibet,  to  Prasrinpo  and  Pras- 
rinmo,  but  we  know  not  on  what 
authority  their  appearance  in  that 

country 
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country  is  fixed,  at  1340  years  be¬ 
fore  the  sera  of  our  Saviour.  A- 
bout  300  years  later,  the  god  Sa- 
ca  or  Buddha,  descended  from  the 
skies,  to  restore  a  purer  system  of 
faith  ;  he  was  born  of  a  virgin 
named  Larnoghiuprul,  daughter 
of  a  powerful  monarch,  who  car¬ 
ried  the  infant  to  Benares,  where 
be  was  consecrated  to  the  gods. 
The  Lahas,  or  inferior  divinites, 
attended  to  witness  the  ceremony, 
and  the  astrologers  predicted  the 
wonders  of  his  future  life.  After 
a  long  period  spent  in  retired  con¬ 
templation,  *  he  returned  to  the 
world,  and  promulgated  that  sys¬ 
tem  of  belief,  which  now  prevails 
throughout  the  east.  It  is  re¬ 
markable,  that  none  of  his  vota¬ 
ries  in  Tibet,  Pegu,  Siam,  China, 
or  Japan,  pretend  that  he  was  a 
native  of  their  countries,  but  re¬ 
fer  to  Hindustan,  as  the  birth¬ 
place  of  Buddha,  and  the  cradle 
of  his  doctrines.  The  first  king 
of  Tibet  Gniatbritz-hengo,  was  a 
son  of  Macchiaba,  who  reigned  in 
Hindustan;  his  capital  was  Jar- 
Ion,  and  his  death  is  fixed  at  i  ioz 
years  before  Christ.  Twenty-four 
Icings  reigned  successively  from  him 
to  Tyhong-tyheng-Chambo,  who 
removed  the  seat  of  government 
from  Jarlon  to  Lassa,  and  con¬ 
structed  the  palace  of  Putala, 

{  Buddha-alaya,  the  abode  of  Bud¬ 
dha,)  in  the  vicinity  of  that  city. 
He  was  contemporary  with  Christ, 
and  in  his  reign,  Samtanputra 
brought  the  Devanagari  alphabet 
from  Hindustan,  which  he  alter¬ 
ed,  so  as  to  express  the  harsher 
sounds  of  the  Tibetian  language  ; 
at  this  period  also,  the  religion  of 
Buddha  is  said  to  have  been  intro¬ 
duced  into  Tibet,  Siam,  and  Chi¬ 
na.  In  the  reign  of  Tri-sroqg- 
teutzhen,  A.  D.  225,  Patisati  a 
faint,  nearly  as  sacred  as  Buddha, 
was  brought  from  Hindustan  by 


the  king,  to  restore  and  regulate 
the  religious  discipline.  After  the 
death  of  Lhatse  in  456,  according 
to  the  annals  of  Tibet,  various  pre¬ 
tenders  to  the  throne  appeared  ; 
the  country  was  divided  into  seve- 
ral  petty  kingdoms,  and  for  three 
centuries,  presented  a  scene  of  dis¬ 
cord  and  warfare,  till  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  voluntarily  submitted  to  the 
Emperor  of  China  in  790*  It  may 
be  remarked,  however,  that  the 
historians  of  China,  place  this 
event  in  1125.  Kank-ka-grinbo 
was  the  first  Lama,  who  pretend¬ 
ed  to  the  sacred  character  of  an  in¬ 
carnated  deity  ;  the  Emperor  of 
China  convinced  of  the  truth  of 
his  pretensions,  conferred  upon 
him  the  regal  and  ecclesiastical 
functions,  in  the  year  1100.  In 
the  following  century,  three  La¬ 
mas  ruled  in  Tibet,  and  the  same 
discipline  existed  as  at  the  present 
day,  though  the  number  of  inde¬ 
pendent  Lamas  occasionally  va¬ 
ried.  When  the  arms  of  Chen- 
ghiz  subjected  Asia,  libetfollow- 
ed  the  fortunes  of  China  ;  Cublai 
Khan  divided  it  into  provinces, 
and  estsblished  the  Lama  Pasepa, 
as  chief  or  sovereign  Lama,  from 
whom  the  Dalai  Lamas  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  day  derive  their  pre-eminence. 
To  his  successor  is  attributed,  the 
foundation  of  the  monastery  of 
Trascilhunbo,  or  as  Captain  Tur¬ 
ner  writes  it,  Teshoo  Loomboo, 
in  the  neighbourhood  ofSgigatze. 
The  limits  of  the  ecclesiastical  au¬ 
thority  continue  obscurely  defined, 
for  it  appears,  that  Tibet  has  still 
a  king,  notwithstanding  the  pow¬ 
er  granted  by  the  Chinese  Empe¬ 
rors  to  the  sovereign  Lamas.  The 
contest  between  the  Gyllookpa 
and  Shatnmar,  appears  to  have  ta¬ 
ken  place  in  the  year  1426,  from, 
which  the  latter  took  refuge  in 
Bootan.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  the  Dalai  La¬ 
ma,' 
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ma,  called  in  the  Tartars  of  Coco- 
nor,  to  emancipate  Tibet  from  the 
yoke  of  kings;  Tsang-pa-pahan 
who  then  ruled  in  Scgigatze,  was 
dethroned.  The  Jesuit  And  rad  a, 
visited  the  court  of  this  monarch, 
who  appears  to  have  been  the  last 
king  of  Tibet.  About  a  hundred 
years  later,  Cingkhir  Khan,  king 
of  the  Eleuths,  entered  that  coun¬ 
try  with  a  large  army,  deposed 
the  Lama,  and  ruled  in  Tibet  till 
his  death,  in  1720.  From  the  dis¬ 
orders  which  ensued,  the  people 
had  again  recourse  to  the  Chinese 
Emperor,  by  whom  governors 
were  appointed  to  exercise  the  ci¬ 
vil  authority.  But  the  popular  pre¬ 
judices  running  strong  in  favor  of 
an  ecclesiastical  government,  seve¬ 
ral  of  these  governors  were  sue- 
cessively  cut  off;  and  the  late  Em¬ 
peror  of  China,  Kienlong,  in  the 
year  1 752,  transferred  the  sove¬ 
reign  authority  to  the  Dalai  Lama, 
Losang-kel-sang-kiamtzho,  who 
was  probably  the  immediate  pre¬ 
decessor  of  the  present  Dalai  La¬ 
ma.  Such  are  the  principal  facts 
recorded  in  the  annals  of  the  Tibe- 
tians  ;  of  their  wars  with  the  Chi¬ 
nese,  in  which  they  more  than 
once  carried  their  arms  to  the  gates 
of  Pekin,  it  were  foreign  to  our 
purpose  to  treat,  still  less  to  at¬ 
tempt  to  reconcile  the  wide  discre¬ 
pancy  between  the  historians  of 
Tibet  and  China,  respecting  the 
period  of  the  same  events.  Such, 
indeed,  is  the  obscurity  which  per¬ 
vades  the  subject,  that  it  is-not  per¬ 
fectly  clear,  that  there  are  not 
kings  in  Tibet  at  this  day  ;  since 
Captain  Turner  casually  mentions 
that  Gesub  Rimbochay,  Rajah 
(king)  of  Lassa,  had  usurped  from 
the  hands  of  Dalai  Lama,  the 
greatest  portion  of  his  temporal 
power.  From  this  historical  di- 
greffion,  we  hasten  to  accompany 
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our  author,  on  his  return  to  Ben- 

gal. 

Chap.  9.  The  commercial  ar¬ 
rangements  which  the  embassy  was 
designed  to  promote,  experienced 
little  difficulty  on  the  part  of  the 
Regent,  and  Captain  Furrier  hav¬ 
ing^  completed  the  object  of  his 
million,  left  X  eshoo  Loomboo  on 
the  3d  December,  fie  proceeded 
to  Terpaling,  the  relidence  of  the 
infant  Lama  ;  “  he  refided  in  a  pa¬ 
lace,  in  the  centre  of  the  monaste¬ 
ry,  which  occupies  above  a  mile 
of  ground  in  circumference,  and 
the  whole  is  encompassed  by  a 
wall.”  The  behaviour  of  the 
young  pontiff,  though  then  only 
eighteen  months  old,  and  un¬ 
able  to  speak,  furnishes  a  singular 
example  of  the  effects  of  early  tui¬ 
tion.  His  parents  entertained  the 
embassador  during  four  days,  with 
much  hospitality  ;  they  were  both 
adepts  in  mufic  ;  and  from  them 
Captain  Turner  learned  that  the 
Tibetian  airs,  some  of  which  he 
thought  very  pleafing,  were  pre¬ 
served  by  a  regular  system  of  no¬ 
tation. 

Chap .  10.  After  quitting  Terpa¬ 
ling,  our  author  passed  Annee 
Coomba,  where  he  was  shewn  a 
large  nunnery  occupied  by  females, 
who  had  embraced  a  life  of  celiba¬ 
cy  from  religious  motives.  These 
are  less  frequent  than  the  monas¬ 
teries  for  the  other  sex.  The  prac¬ 
tice  of  poliandry  universally  preva¬ 
lent  in  Tibet,  seems  to  indicate 
that  the  number  of  female  births 
bears  an  unequal  proportion  to 
that  of  males.  One  female  asso¬ 
ciates  her  fate  and  fortune  with  all 
the  brothers  of  a  family,  without 
any  restriction  of  age  or  numbers. 
“  The  choice  of  a  wife  is  the  pri¬ 
vilege  of  the  elder  brother ;  and, 
singular  as  it  may  seem,  I  have 
been  assured.,  that  a  Tibetian  wife 
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is  as  jealous  of  her  connubial  rights, 
though  thus  joined  to  a  numerous 
party  of  husbands,  as  the  despot 
of  an  Indian  zenana  is  of  the  fa¬ 
vors  of  his  imprisoned  fair.”  From 
Terpaling  to  Bootan,  our  author 
retraced  the  route,  by  which  he 
proceeded  to  Teshoo  Loomboo  ; 
the  lakes  and  rivers  presented  a 
smooth  surface  of  solid  ice, on  which 
,  Ol*r  travellers  amused  themselves 
with  skaiting,  in  the  low  latitude 
of  28°.  “  Thefhawl  goats  were 

feeding  in  large  flocks,  upon  the 
thin  dry  herbage  that  covers  the 
naked  looking  hills.  This  is  per- 
ha  s  the  most  beautiful  species  a- 
mongst  the  whole  tribe  of  goats  ; 
their  colours  were  various  :  black, 
white,  of  a  faint  bluish  tinge,  and 
of  a  shade  something  lighter  than 
a  fawn .  They  have  straight  horns, 
and  are  of  a  lower  stature  than  the 
smallest  sheep  in  England.  The 
materials  used  for  the  manufacture 
of  shawls,  is  of  a  light  fine  texture, 
and,  clothes  the  animal  next  the 
skin.  A  coarse  covering  of  long 
hair  grows  above  this,  and  pre¬ 
serves  the  softness  of  the  inferior 
coat. 

Captain  Turner  found  the  Ra¬ 
jah  of  Bootan  at  Punukka,  his 
winter  residence.  “  Compared 
with  the  land  we  had  left,  we  now 
beheld  this  garden  of  Lama  Rim- 
bochay  in  high  beauty,  adorned 
with  groves,  crowded  with  rich 
loads  of  the  finest  oranges,  citrons, 
and  pomegranates.  The  mango 
and  the  peach  tree  had  parted  with 
their  produce,  but  hoards  of  ap¬ 
ples  and  of  walnuts  were  opened 
for  our  gratification  ;  and  this  vast 
profusion  of  ripe  fruit,  added  to 
the  temperature  of  the  air,  most 
gratefully  convinced  us  of  the  pro¬ 
digious  disparity  of  the  climate 
within  so  short  a  distance.”  From 
hence  to  Rungpore,  the  frontier 
province  of  Bengal,  the  journey 


presents  no  incident  requiring  no¬ 
tice. 

“  Report  delivered  to  the  Ho¬ 
nourable  Warren  Hastings  Esq. 
Governor  general  of  Bengal,  upon 
the  result  of  Captain’s  Turner’s 
mission  to  the  court  of  Teshoo 
Loo  mb  00.*’ 

Notwithstanding  the  hostile  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  Chinese  officers  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Lassa  defeated  all  at¬ 
tempts  at  intercourse  with  that  ca¬ 
pital,  yet  a  considerable  trade 
seemed  about  to  open  with  Teshoo 
Loomboo,  from  the  Company’s 
territories.  The  commercial  pro¬ 
ductions  of  Tibet,  are  numerous 
and  valuable  :  mines  of  gold  are 
wrought  in  that  country;  a  few 
years  ago,  during  the  prevalence 
of  an  excessive  drought,  the  earth, 
by  cracking  and  opening  in  un¬ 
common  chasms,  is  said  to  have 
discovered  such  an  abundance  of 
gold,  that  the  quantity  collected, 
“  greatly  reduced  its  valued* 
Mines  of  lead,  cinnabar,  and  cop¬ 
per,  are  also  found  there  ;  which, 
with  musk,  shawl  wool,  tincal, 
rock  salt,  and  chowries,  compose 
the  articles  for  exportation. 

Mr  Saunders’s  observations  on 
the  botany,  mineralogy,  and  me¬ 
teorology  of  Tibet,  present  much 
that  we  could  with  pleasure  extract, 
but  we  have  already  exceeded  the 
limits  of  a  review.  The  natural 
historian  will  be  gratified  by  an 
account  of  the  manner  in  which 
tincal  is  procured.  It  is  a  folfil, 
brought  to  market  in  the  state  in 
which  it  is  dug  out  of  the  lake,  and 
afterwards  refined  into  borax.  The 
lake  is  said  to  be  twenty  miles  in 
circumference,  and  fifteen  from 
Teshoo  Loomboo,  and  the  tincal 
is  formed  or  deposited  in  its  bed, 
near  to  the  bank;  from  the  deeper 
parts  of  it,  rock  salt  is  procured, 
and  during  one  half  of  the  year, 
its  surface  is  condensed  into  a 
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smooth  expanse  of  ice.  A  judi¬ 
cious  summary  of  the  diseases  pre¬ 
valent  in  Bootan  and  Tibet,  con¬ 
cludes  his  valuable  communication, 
which  he  thus  terminates.  “  I 
have  dwelt  long  on  this  subject, 
because  I  think  the  knowledge  and 
observation  of  these  people  on  the 
diseases  of  their  country,  with  their 
medical  practice,  keep  pace  with 
a  refinement  and  state  of  civiliza¬ 
tion,  which  struck  me  with  won¬ 
der,  and  no  doubt,  will  give  rise 
to  much  curious  speculation,  when 
known  to  be  the  manner  of  a  peo¬ 
ple,  holding  so  little  intercourse, 
with  what  we  term  civilized  na¬ 
tions.” 

Poorungheer  Gossein  returned  to 
Teshoo  Loomboo,  on  a  mercan¬ 
tile  adventure,  in  the  year  1785, 
and  carried  letters  from  Mr  Has¬ 
tings  ;  he  found  that  other  specula¬ 
tors  from  Bengal,  had  already 
availed  themselves  of  this  newly 
opened  channel,  and  that  the  trade 
exceeded  what  might  have  been 
expected,  at  so  early  a  period  from 
its  commencement.  The  young 
Lama  had  been  solemnly  inaugu¬ 
rated,  on  the  4th  October  1/84, 
when  he  attained  his  third  year, 
the  Dalai  Lama,  Chinese  Viceroy, 
and  an  embassador  from  Pekin, 
attending  to  honour  that  political, 
and  religious  ceremony. 

It  only  remains  to  state,  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  which  have  since  un¬ 
fortunately  occurred,  to  interrupt 
the  intercourse  so  happily  begun. 
In  the  year  1 792,  the  Nepalese 
instigated  by  a  desire  of  plunder, 


invaded  Tibet;  the  young  Lama 
and  his  court  unprepared  for  resist¬ 
ance,  fled  from  their  capital  ;  Tes¬ 
hoo  Loomboo  was  plundered,  and 
the  rich  spoils  carried  off  to  Nepal 
by  the  invaders.  An  army  of  Chi¬ 
nese  troops  advanced  to-  punish  this 
unprovoked  aggreffion  ;  the  Ne¬ 
palese  suffered  successive  defeats, 
and  the  Rajah  imploring  the  me¬ 
diation  of  the  Bengal  government, 
Capt.  Kirkpatrick  was  ordered  to 
Nepal  for  that  purpose.  But  the 
suspicious  character  of  the  Chinese 
court,  did  not  fail  to  extract  from 
this  circumstance,  inferences  ex¬ 
tremely  prejudicial  to  the  intentions 
which  had  actuated  the  English, 
in  their  intercourse  with  Tibet ; 
and  a  Chinese  guard  stationed  on 
the  northern  frontier  of  Bootan, 
precludes  all  access  from  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  possessions  to  the  territory 
ot  the  Lama. 

The  length  of  our  remarks,  and 
the  multiplicity  of  our  quotations, 
sufficiently  indicate  the  high  opi¬ 
nion  we  entertain  of  the  instructive 
and  amusing  work,  on  which  we 
have  so  long-  arrested  the  attention 

o  / 

of  our  readers.  To  a  very  exten¬ 
sive  range  of  observation,  Captain 
Turner  unites  no  common  talent 
for  description  ;  whilst  the  gran¬ 
deur  of  the  natural  scenery,  the 
novelty  of  the  manners,  and  sin¬ 
gularity  of  the  customs,  furnish 
ample  scope  for  the  exertion  ol 
those  qualifications,  and  have  con¬ 
curred  to  produce  one  of  the  most 
interesting  performances,  with 
which  we  are  acquainted. 


i(  An  Account  af  an  Embassy  to  the  Kingdom  of  Ac  a ,  sent  by  the  Governor 
General  of  lnd'>cr,  in  the  Year  1795,  by  Mich  a  l  Symes,  Esq.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  in  his  Majesty' s  7 6th  Reghnent.  440.  Nichol,  1800. 

From  the  eastern  frontiers  of  tered  by  many  navigable  streams, 
Bengal  to  the  confines  of  China,  a  is  interposed.  A  variety  of  na- 
fertile  and  populous  region,  wa-  tions  inhabit  this  extensive  tract, 
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whose  languages  are  dissimilar, 
but  whose  corporeal  configuration 
strongly  indicates  the  same  origin  ; 
and  the  schism  introduced  by 
Buddha,  the  ninth  Avatara,  into 
the  antique  system  of  Brahmanical 
faith,  constitutes  the  general  creed. 
Amongst  these  people,  four  king¬ 
doms  have  been  distinguished  as 
of  prominent  importance;  ist, 
Ava,  the  name  by  which  the  land 
of  Miamma  is  known  to  Europe¬ 
ans,  derived  from  that  of  its  an- 
fient  capital,  and  situated  inland 
in  the  centre  of  the  traCf  above  de¬ 
scribed  :  2d,  Pegu,  called  by  the 
natives  Bagu,  bounded  Ava  on 
the  south,  and  stretched  along  the 
coasts  as  far  as  Martaban  :  3d, 
Aracan,  occupied  the  western 
coasts  of  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  more 
valuable  from  the  luxuriant  fertility 
of  its  soil,  than  the  extent  of  its 
territory.  A  ridge  of  lofty  moun¬ 
tains  divided  this  maritime  coun¬ 
try  from  the  land  of  Miamma  . 
4th,  Siam  stretches  a  level  plain 
from  the  coast  of  Tenaserim  to  the 
ill-defined  limits  of  Cambodia  and 
Laos.  In  the  progress  of  research, 
some  perplexity  must  be  expeCted 
to  ensue  from  the  multiplicity  of 
proper  names  ;  few  of  these  coun¬ 
tries  are  known  to  the  natives  by 
their  European  names,  though  all 
of  them  are  distinguished  by  two 
appellations,  a  vernaculnr  one,  and 
a  scientific,  derived  from  the  Pali 
tongue,  which  appears  to  corre¬ 
spond  with  the  Sanscrit. 

Of  these  divisions,  the  first  is 
occupied  by  the  Burmans,  a  war¬ 
like  nation,  who  during  the  last 
half  of  the  sixteenth  century,  and 
great  part  of  the  last,  asserted  a 
supremacy,  and  exafted  a  tribute 
from  the  King  of  Pegu.  In  1744, 
the  Peguvians  threw  off  the  yoke, 
carried  their  arms  into  the  Burman 
territories;  and  in  1752,  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  Ava,  and  the  captivity  of 


Divipadi  its  monarch,  terminated 
a  long  line  of  Burman  sovereigns. , 
The  conquest  was  complete,  and 
after  stationing  a  garrison  in  Ava, 
and  the  most  considerable  towns 
of  his  newly  acquired  dominions, 
the  Peguvian  prince  returned  to 
his  capital  in  perfect  security  ; 
when  these  sudden  acquisitions 
were  as  suddenly  lost,  by  an  in¬ 
surrection,  in  a  quarter  where  it 
was  least  apprehended.  Alompra, 
a  Burman  of  low  extraction,  ex¬ 
pelled  the  Peguvian  guard  from 
Monchabu,  his  native  village, 
north  of  Ava.  The  intrepidity  of 
his  character,  the  insolence  ot  the 
Peguvian  soldiers,  and  the  dread 
of  a  foreign  yoke,  brought  num¬ 
bers  to  his  standard  as  soon  as  it 
was  ereCted  ;  and  in  17 53,  the  in¬ 
vaders  were  entirely  expelled  from 
the  northern  provinces.  Thus  com¬ 
menced  a  new  dynasty  of  Burman 
sovereigns  ;  the  military  exploits 
of  the  founder,  the  entire  conquest 
of  Pegu  and  extinction  of  the 
reigning  family,  the  judicial  and 
politicul  institutions  which  he  de¬ 
vised  for  the  regulation  of  his  em¬ 
pire,  with  the  foundation  of  the 
now  flourishing  port  of  Rangun, 
mark  the  energetic  and  compre¬ 
hensive  mind  of  this  Burman  pea¬ 
sant.  The  last  expedition  which 
he  undertook  was  direCted  against 
the  Siamese,  and  his  army  was 
blockading  Yudia,  the  capital  of 
that  empire,  when  Alompra  was 
attacked  by  the  disorder  which 
put  a  period  to  his  life,  in  1760. 
after  a  brilliant  and  busy  reign  of 
six  years.  The  short  reign  of  his 
eldest  son,  Namdogi  Pra,  was 
agitated  by  successive  rebellions, 
which  were  successively  reduced  ; 
but  his  death  in  1  764,  exposed  the 
state  to  new  disorders.  His  bro¬ 
ther,  Shembuan,  usurped  the 
sceptre  from  the  infant  heir,  and. 
adopting  the  ambitious  designs  of 
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jtus  father,  attacked  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  dominions  of  Siam,  which 
were  reduced,  the  capital  taken, 
and  a  Siamese  governor  appointed, 
who  engaged  to  pay  a  tribute  to 
the  Burman  monarch.  But  the 
total  destruction  of  an  immense 
army  of  Chinese,  which  issuing 
from  the  contiguous  province  of 
Yunnan,  advanced  into  the  heart 
of  his  dominions,  was  the  most 
brilliant  event  which  distinguished 
the  reign  of  Shembuan.  For  the 
transitory  possession  of  Siam  was 
soon  atter  lost  by  a  general  insur¬ 
rection  of  the  people,  in  iavor  of 
Pitic  Singh,  a  relation  of  the  for¬ 
mer  king.  Shembuan  died  in 
1776  ;  the  debauched  character  of 
his  son  and  successor  occasioned  a 
revolution  in  1781,  which  termi¬ 
nated  by  the  accession  of  his  pre¬ 
sent  Majesty,  Mindragi  Pra,  to  the 
throne.  This  prince  is  the  fourth 
son  of  tne  deceased  Alompjra,  and 
when  he  assumed  the  reins  of  go¬ 
vernment  was  43  years  of  age, 
which  he  had  spent  in  that  ob¬ 
scurity,  which  could  alone  have 
protected  him  from  the  jealousy 
of  the  successive  candidates  for 
power.  The  dominions  to  which 
Mindragi  Pra  thus  succeeded,  in 
addition  to  the  Burman  territories, 
comprehended  the  whole  of  Pegu, 
as  far  south  as  Mergui,  on  the 
coast  of  Tenaserim.  Zemi,  (the 
Chiami  of  La  Loubere)  and  San- 
depura,  better  known  by  the  name 
of  Laos,  on  the  east,  were  go¬ 
verned  by  tributary  chiefs.  To 
consolidate  this  powerful  state, 
nothing  was  wanting  but  the  ad- 
dition  of  Aracan,  which  had  hi¬ 
therto  escaped  the  horrors  of  war¬ 
fare;  whilst  its  unwarlike  monarch 
and  inhabitants,  inured  to  peace, 
presented  no  very  formidable  ob¬ 
stacle  to  a  nation  so  long  accus- 
tomed  to  arms.  1  his  expedition 
was  undertaken  in  1783,  and  was 


successful  ;  a  few  months  put  the 
Burmans  in  possession  of*that  fer¬ 
tile  maritime  tradt,  with  the  highly 
cultivated  isles  of  Cheduba  and 
Ramari,  which  constituted  two  of 
its  provinces.  The  king  of  Ara¬ 
can  was  carried  a  prisoner  to  the 
Burman  capital,  where  he  soon  af¬ 
ter  died  a  natural  death.  “  Mogo,’* 
Colonel  Symes  informs  us,  “  is  a 
term  of  religious  import  and 
high  sandlity,  applied  to  the  priest¬ 
hood  and  the  king,  whence  the 
inhabitants  of  Aracan  are  often 
called  by  Europeans,  Mughs.” 
This  is  not  impossible  ;  yet  in  the 
Sanscrit  dictionary,  entitled  Vis- 
wa-pracasa,  or  the  World  illus¬ 
trated,  Mogho  is  said  to  be  the 
name  of  a  country,  which  we 
have  always  considered  as  Aracan. 

“  Indisputably  pre-eminent  a- 
mong  the  nations  inhabiting  the 
vast  peninsula  that  separates  the 
gulf  of  Bengal  from  the  Chinese 
sea  ;  possessed  of  a  territory  equal 
in  extent  to  the  German  empire  ; 
blessed  with  a  luxuriant  climate, 
and  a  soil  capable  of  producing 
almost  every  article  of  luxury, 
convenience,  and  commerce,  that 
the  east  can  supply  ;  Miamma  or 
Burmah,  thus  happily  circum¬ 
stanced,  enjoyed  the  pleasing  pro¬ 
spect  of  a  long  exemption  from  the 
miseries  of  war,”  when  an  event 
occurred  which  had  nearly  em¬ 
broiled  them  with  a  more  formi¬ 
dable  enemy  than  they  had  hi¬ 
therto  encountered. 

The  trade  of  Aracan  had  suf¬ 
fered  repeated  interruptions  from 
piratical  banditti,  who,  not  con¬ 
tented  with  their  depredations  on 
private  merchants,  had  even  the 
hardiness  to  attack  fleets,  laden 
with  the  royal  customs,  which  are 
usually  received  in  kind,  in  the 
proportion  of  one-tenth.  The 
booty  thus  acquired  they  conveyed 
across  the  river  Naf,  which  se- 
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-parates  A.racan  from  Chittagong  ; 

where  they  remained,  secure  from 

pursuit,  under  the  protection  of 

the  British  flag.  44  The  banks  of 

the  Naf  are  covered  with  deep 

jungles,  interspersed  with  scanty 

spots  of  cultivation,  and  a  few 

wretched  villages,  where  dwell  the 

poorest  class  of  herdsmen,  and  the 

families  of  roving  hunters,  whose 

occupation  it  is  to  catch  and  tame 

the  wild  elephants,  with  which 

these  forests  abound.  The  asy- 

¥ 

lum  that  such  unfrequented  places 
afforded  to  persons  concerned  in  a 
lawless  traffic,  rendered  it  easy  to 
he  carried  on  without  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  English  officers  of 
justice.”  The  offender  and  the 
offence  were  equally  unknown  in 
Calcutta,  when  government  re¬ 
ceived  information,  that  an  army 
of  Barmans,  crossing  the  Naf,  had 
encamped  on  the  Company’s  ter¬ 
ritories.  This  party  consisted  of 
^ooo  men ;  20,000  more  were 
held  in  readiness  in  Aracan  to  sup¬ 
port  them,  and  the  instructions  of 
their  commander  were,  not  to  re¬ 
turn  without  the  delinquents  dead 
or  alive.  This  officer  seems,  how¬ 
ever,  to  have  entertained  a  more 
accurate  conception  of  the  ardu¬ 
ous  nature  of  the  enterprise,  than 
the  government  whose  agent  he 
was.  The  negotiations  which  en¬ 
sued,  terminated  in  his  re-crossing 
the  Naf ;  the  delinquents  were  ap¬ 
prehended,  tried,  and  convicted  of 
piracy  ;  and  the  execution  of  jus¬ 
tice  removed  all  cause  of  dissen¬ 
sion  between  the  neighbouring 
states.  Lord  Teignmouth,  with 
the  ability  characteristic  of  that  ju¬ 
dicious  governor,  saw  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  favourable  for  adjusting  the 
commercial  intescourse  between 
Bengal  and  Pegu,  which,  though 
harassed  by  subordinate  imposi¬ 
tion,  took  off  annually  to  the 
amount  of  200,000k  in  Indian 


commodities,  and  supplied  from 
the  forests  of  Ava  and  Pegu,  inex¬ 
haustible  stores  of  teak  timber  for 
ship-building.  But  the  impor¬ 
tance  attached  to  cultivating  an 
amicable  intercourse  with  the  Bur- 
man  government,  was  not  limited 
to  commercial  relations;  and  the 
preponderance  of  this  rising  state 
in  the  scale  of  eastern  nations,  ren¬ 
dered  it  desirable,  in  a  political 
view. 

44  The  Burmans,  under  their 
present  monarch,  are  certainly 
rising  fast  in  the  scale  of  oriental 
nations  ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that 
a  long  respite  from  foreign  wars 
will  give  them  leisure  to  improve 
their  natural  advantages.  Know¬ 
ledge  increases  with  commerce  ; 
and  as  they  are  not  shackled  by 
any  prejudice  of  casts,  restricted 
to  hereditary  occupations,  or  for¬ 
bidden  from  participating  with 
strangers  in  every  social  bond, 
their  advancement  will,  in  all  pro¬ 
bability,  be  rapid.  At  present, 
so  far  from  being  in  a  state  of  in- 
tellectual  darkness,  although  they 
have  not  explored  the  depths  of 
science,  nor  reached  to  excellence 
in  the  finer  arts,  they  yet  have  an 
undeniable  claim  to  the  character 
of  a  civilized  and  well-instructed 
people.  Their  laws  are  wise,  and 
pregnant  with  sound  morality; 
their  police  is  better  regulated  than 
in  most  European  countries  ;  their 
natural  disposition  is  friendly,  and 
hospitable  to  strangers  ;  and  their 
manners  rather  expressiveof  manly 
candour  than  courteous  dissimu¬ 
lation  ;  the  gradations  of  rank, 
and  the  respect  due  to  station,  are 
maintained  with  a  scrupulosity 
which  never  relaxes.  A  know¬ 
ledge  of  letters  is  so  widely  dif¬ 
fused,  that  there  are  no  mechanics, 
few  of  the  peasantry,  or  even  the 
common  watermen  (usually  the 
most  illiterate  class),  who  cannot 
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read  and  write  in  the  vulgar 
tongue.  Few,  however,  are  versed 
in  the  more  erudite  volumes  of 
science,  which,  containing  many 
Sanscrit  terms,  and  often  written 
in  the  Pali  text,  are  (like  the 
Hindu  Sastra)  above  the  compre¬ 
hension  of  the  multitude  :  but  the 
feudal  system,  which  cherishes  ig¬ 
norance,  and  renders  man  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  man,  still  operates  as  a 
check  on  civilization  and  improve¬ 
ment.  This  is  a  bar  which  gra¬ 
dually  weakens,  as  their  acquaint¬ 
ance  wTith  the  manners  and  cus¬ 
toms  of  other  nations  extends  ;  and 
unless  the  rage  of  civil  discord  be 
again  excited,  or  some  foreign 
power  impose  an  alien  yoke,  the 
Burmans  bid  fair  to  be  a  prosper¬ 
ous,  wealthy,  and  enlightened 
people.” 

Chap.  1.  Col.  Symes  being 
appointed  agent  plenipotentiary, 
to  treat  with  the  emperor  of  the 
Burmans,  embarked  at  Calcutta, 
on  the  2 1  st  of  February  1795,  on 
board  the  Sea-Horse,  an  armed 
cruizer  belonging  to  the  East  India 
Company,  Capt.  Thomas  com¬ 
mander,  attended  by  Mr.  Wood, 
assistant  and  secretary,  and  Dr. 
Buchanan,  surgeon  to  the  mission. 
A  small  party  of  sepoys,  with  their 
native  officers,  a  pandit,  munshi, 
and  menial  servants,  encreased 
their  numbers  to  more  than  se¬ 
venty  persons.  On  the  5th  of 
March  they  entered  Port-Cornwal- 
lis  on  the  Great  Andaman  ;  this  in¬ 
fant  settlement  consisted  at  that 
time  of  700  persons,  who  had 
cleared  away  an  area  of  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile,  then  under  cul¬ 
tivation.  This  island  is  about  140 
miles  in  length,  and  not  exceeding 
20  broad,  covered  in  every  part 
with  thick  forests  of  tall  trees,  in¬ 
tertwined  by  innumerable  creepers. 
Its  inhabitants  present  the  curious 
spectacle  of  a  race  of  negroes  in 


the  lowest  stage  of  human. society, 
speaking  a  language  peculiar  to 
themselves,  in  th^centre  of  a  bay, 
surrounded  by  nations  whose  civi¬ 
lization  extends  beyond  the  most 
ancient  records,  and  whose  lan¬ 
guage  and  configuration  decidedly 
indicate  a  different  origin.  Pto¬ 
lemy  has  peopled  his  Insulse  Bonee 
Fortune,  of  which  the  Andamans 
constitute  a  part,  with  a  race  of 
Anthropophagi  ;  the  frequent  fa¬ 
mines  to  which  the  inhabitants  arc 
still  exposed  from  their  scanty 
means  of  subsistence,  renders  his 
assertion,  at  least,  probable.  Our 
philosophic  readers  might  expect 
a  more  particular  account  of  a 
people  thus  singularly  circum¬ 
stanced,  had  we  not  extracted  the 
entire  passage,  in  our  last  vo¬ 
lume. 

On  the  1 8th  of  March,  the  Sea- 
Horse  entered  the  river  which 
leads  to  Rangun,  the  principal  port 
of  the  Burman  dominions.  A 
pilot  being  procured  from  thence, 
she  advanced  up  the  river,  which 
is  nearly  a  mile  broad,  and  brought 
to,  twelve  miles  below  the  town. 
A  fleet  of  from  twenty  to  thirty 
boats  appeared  in  sight  next  day, 
and  brought  three  persons  de¬ 
puted  by  the  Governor  to  wait 
on  the  Embassador  ;  they  seated 
themselves  without  ceremony, 
sitting  being  the  posture  of  respect 
in  their  country,  a  circumstance 
which,  before  it  was  explained, 
seemed  to  bear  a  different  interpre¬ 
tation.  W  hen  the  Sea-Horse  ar¬ 
rived  before  Rangun,  none  of  the 
English  ships  were  permitted  to 
have  any  intercourse  with  her  ;  a 
house  on  shore  was  assigned  for 
the  residence  of  the  Embassador, 
but  neither  he  nor  his  people  were 
allowed  to  enter  the  town,  and  the 
conduct  of  the  Governor  of  the 
place  produced  repeated  remon¬ 
strances  before  these  inconvenient 
§  B  4  ard, 
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and  disrespectful  restrictions  were 
intirely  removed.  A  caution 
bordering  on  suspicion  character¬ 
ised  the  reception  which  the  Em¬ 
bassy  experienced  on  its  first  ar¬ 
rival. 

In  consequence  of  an  invitation 
from  the  Viceroy  of  Pegu,  Col. 
Symes  prepared  to  visit  that  city  ; 
the  annual  festival  at  the  great 
temple,  was  about  to  be  celebrated 
with  sumptuous  magnificence,  and 
the  Viceroy  had  expressed  a  desire 
that  the  English  gentlemen  should 
witness  the  rejoicings.  The  dis¬ 
tance  by  water  from  Rangun  to 
Pegu  is  about  ninety  miles;  the 
country  exhibited  a  luxuriant  soil, 
destitute  ot  inhabitants,  who  had 
fallen  in  the  long  wars  between 
the  Burman  and  Peguvian  king¬ 
doms.  A  level  plain ,  with  clumps 
of  trees  at  distant  intervals,  and 
covered  by  a  thick  reedy  grass, 
trodden  by  herds  of  wild  ele¬ 
phants,  hogs,  tygers  and  antelopes, 
extended  along  the  banks  of  the 
river. 

At  this  season  of  gaiety,  a  suc¬ 
cession  of  sports  concludes  the 
solar  year  of  the  Barmans,  on  the 
1 2th  April.  A  temporary  theatre, 
erected  for  the  occasion  near  the 
great  temple,  was  the  scene  of 
their  exhibitions,  at  which  the 
Viceroy  assisted  ;  boxing  and 
wrestling  occupied  the  first  night, 
at  the  latter  of  which  they  are  ex¬ 
tremely  dextrous.  The  fireworks 
which  were  exhibited  next  day 
were  furnished  by  the  several  dis¬ 
tricts,  each  of  which  selects  a 
company  of  their  men  and  women 
to  represent  them  at  the  general 
festival.  The  females  were  for 
the  most  part  girls  of  sixteen  or 
twenty  years  of  age,  comely,  and 
well-made,  but  their  features 
wanted  the  delicacy  of  the  dam¬ 
sels  of  Hindustan,  and  the  bloom 
of  the  soft  Circassian  beauties. 


The  fireworks  were  let  off  in  the 
day  time,  from  a  humane  appre¬ 
hension,  that  fatal  accidents  might 
attend  their  performance  at  night. 
<s  It  was  a  spectacle,”  says  our 
author,  <c  not  less  pleasing  than 
novel  to  an  European,  to  witness 
such  a  concourse  of  people  of  all 
classes,  brought  together  for  the 
purpose  of  hilarity  and  sport, 
without  their  committing  one  act 
of  intemperance,  or  being  dis¬ 
graced  by  a  single  instance  of  in¬ 
toxication.”  On  the  ioth  of 
April,  a  drama  was  performed  in 
the  open  court  of  the  Viceroy's 
house,  which  was  illuminated  by 
lamps  and  torches.  The  actors 
were  from  Siam,  and  displayed  no 
common  talents  for  dramatic  re¬ 
presentation.  (i  The  dialogue  was 
spirited  without  rant,  and  the 
action  animated  without  being:  ex- 
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travagant ;  the  dresses  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  performers  were  showy  and 
becoming.”  'The  plot  was  taken 
from  the  Sanscrit  poem  of  Val mi¬ 
ca,  entitled  RamayatYa.  It  were 
to  be  wished  Col.  Symes  had  in¬ 
formed  us  if  it  were  translated  into 
the  Pali,  or  vernacular  dialect  of 
the  B  urmans,  or  recited  in  the 
original  Sanscrit  verses,  in  which 
case  it  must  have  been  unintelligi¬ 
ble  to  the  whole  audience.  The 
last  day  of  the  year  in  solemnized 
by  throwing  water  on  every  per¬ 
son  they  meet,  in  order  to  wash 
away  the  impurities  of  the  past, 
and  commence  the  new  year  free 
from  stain. 

In  the  Pali  language,  the  city  of 
Pegu  is  named  Hansavati,  which 
.signifies  in  it  (as  well  as  in  Sans¬ 
crit)  “  whose  standard,  or  emblem 
is  a  goose,”  and  this  bird,  held 
sacred  in  both  mythologies,  as  also 
by  the  Romans,  surmounts  the 
principal  temple.  Alompra,  when 
lie  got  possession  of  the  city  in 
17^7,  razed  every  dwelling  to  the 
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ground,  and  dispersed  or  led  into 
captivity  all  the  inhabitants.  The 
present  king  issued  orders  to  re¬ 
build  it,  about  five  years  ago,  and 
removed  the  seat  of  the  Viceroy 
of  Pe<*u  from  Rangun  to  this 
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city.  Its  antient  extent  may  still 
be  traced  by  the  ruins  of  the  ditch 
and  wall  that  surrounded  it  ;  the 
new  town  has  been  built  within 
the  side  of  the  antient  city  ,  but  the 
number  of  its  inhabitants  alto¬ 
gether,  does  not  exceed  six  or 
seven  thousand.  “  The  streets  of 
Pegu  are  spacious,  as  are  those  of 
all  the  Burman  towns  that  I  have 
seen,  The  new  town  is  well 
paved  with  brick,  and  on  each 
side  of  the  way  there  is  a  drain  to 
carry  off  the  water.”  Through¬ 
out  the  Burman  empire  the  houses 
of  the  meanest  peasants  are  raised 
from  the  ground  either  on  wooden 
posts,  or  bambus,  but  brick  edi¬ 
fices  being  permitted  only  to  the 
king,  and  to  the  Gods,  those  of 
the  people  are  constructed  solely 
of  mats.  The  noble  edifice  of 
Shoemadoo  Praw,  or  the  temple 
of  the  Golden  Supreme,  (as  Col. 
Syrnes  has  rendered  it)  attracts 
most  notice.  Shoe,  he  informs 
us,  signifies  <c  golden  Madoo, 
he  considers  a  corruption  of  the 
Sanscrit  Mahadeva  and  Praw, 
a  sovereign  and  sacerdotal  title  ; 
he  appears,  (somewhat  fancifully) 
to  refer  to  the  Egyptian  Phra ; 
whence  he  thinks  Potiphera,  and 
even  the  regal  title  of  Pharaoh,  to 
be  derived.  If  the  word  be  of 
Pali  or  Sanscrit  origin,  -we  have 
no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  it 
“  Somadeva  Praw,”  a  temple  of 
the  moon.  “  This  extraordinary 
pile  of  building  is  erected  upon  a 
double  terrace,  one  raised  upon 
another.  I  judged  a  side  of  the 
lower  terrace  to  be  1391  feet;  of 
the  upper  684  ;  these  are  as¬ 
cended  by  flights  of  stone  steps. 


Shoemadoo  is  a  pyramidical  build¬ 
ing,  composed  of  brick  and  mor¬ 
tar,  without  excavation  or  aper¬ 
ture  of  any  sort ;  octagonal  at  the 
base,  and  spiral  at  the  top  ;  each 
side  of  the  base  diminishes  abrupt¬ 
ly,  and  a  similar  building  has  not 
unaptly  been  compared  in  shape 
to  a  speaking  trumpet.”  Two 
rows  of  small  spires,  27  feet 
high,  and  40  in  circumference, 
encircle  the  pyramid  ;  its  sides 
are  ornamented  with  a  variety  of 
mouldings,  and  the  whole  is 
crowned  by  an  umbrella  of  open 
iron  work,  from  which  rises  a  rod 
with  a  gilded  pennant.  The 
neighbouring  country  is  thick 
strewed  with  the  ruins  of  former 
grandeur,  and  the  fields,  destitute 
of  inhabitants,  exhibit  the  fatal 
effects  of  destructive  warfare. 

After  three  weeks  spent  at 
Pegu,  Col.  Symes  took  his  leave 
of  the  Viceroy,  who  declined  all 
conversation  on  the  objects  of  the 
Embassy,  and  returned  to  Ran- 
gun,  where  they  found  themselves 
freed  from  the  restraint  they  at 
first  experienced.  This  city,  by 
its  increasing  trade  and  consequent 
population,  has  stretched  greatly 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  town* 
founded  by  Alompra  ;  the  magni¬ 
ficent  temple  of  Shoedagon,  of 
which  the  spires  and  umbrella  arc 
richly  gilded,  stands  about  two 
miles  and  a  half  north  of  it,  but 
the  adjacent  country  has  not  yet 
recovered  from  the  desolation  of 
war.  The  population  of  Rangun. 
is  considerable  ;  there  are  5000 
registered  taxable  houses  in  the 
city  and  suburbs  :  if  each  house  be 
supposed  to  contain  six  people, 
the  estimate  will  amount  to 
30,000.’’  The  liberal  maxims  of 
the  Burman  government,  and 
tolerant  spirit  of  their  religion, 
have  attracted  multitudes  offorei  gn- 
ers  to  this  port.  “  Malabars, 
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Moguls,  Persians,  Parsees,  Ar¬ 
menians,  Portuguese,  French  and 
English  all  mingle  here,  and  are 
engaged  in  various  branches  of 
commerce.  In  the  same  street 
may  be  beard  the  solemn  voice  of 
the  Muzzin,  calling  pious  Isla¬ 
mites  to  early  prayers,  and  the  bell 
of  the  Portuguese  chapel  tinkling 
a  summons  to  Romish  Christians. 
There  were  at  this  time  several 
ships  from  600  to  1000  tons 
burthen  on  the  stocks  ;  whilst  we 
admired  the  structure  and  materials 
of  these  ships,  we  could  not  over¬ 
look  the  mode  in  which  the  work 
was  executed,  and  the  obvious 
merit  of  the  artificers.”  At  last, 
a  letter  from  the  Vicerov  of  Pegu, 
announced  the  important  intelli¬ 
gence,  that  the  emperor  had  de¬ 
termined  that  the  English  embassy' 
should  proceed  to  the  capital,  and 
that  the  Viceroy  should  accom¬ 
pany  it,  who  reached  Rangun  ac¬ 
cordingly  soon  after. 

On  the  29th  of  May,  the  gentle¬ 
men  embarked  for  Amarapura, 
preceded  by  the  \  iceroy  of  Pegu  ; 
the  number  of  boats  in  company 
exceeded  100,  forming  a  chearfui 
and  agreeable  spectacle.  The 
beat  of  the  climate,  which  at  Ran- 
gun  had  raised  the  thermometer 
to  9$°,  in  the  shade,  abated  con¬ 
siderably  in  the  current  of  the 
stream.  On  the  1st  of  June,  they 
entered  the  great  river  Iravati,  on 
which  the  whole  oftheir  future  jour¬ 
ney  was  performed  ;  it  was  about  a 
mile  broad  where  the  Rangun 
river  separates.  An  infinite  variety 
of  ever  changing  scenery  pre¬ 
sented  itself  on  the  banks,  as 
they  sailed  with  a  favorable  breeze, 
or  were  dragged  by  the  labori¬ 
ous  efforts  of  the  athletic  mariners 
against  the  rapid  current.  Num¬ 
bers  of  populous  villages  appeared 
on  each  side;  sometimes  extensive 
tracts,  covered  with  reeds  and  long 


grass,  marked  a  scanty  population; 
sometimes  the  gilded  spires  and 
umbrellas  of  temples  appeared 
above  groves  of  plantain  and 
mango  trees,  which  shaded  the 
houses  of  the  priests ;  now  the 
Iravati  flowed  through  a  rich 
plain,  and  now  the  western  hills, 
covered  with  forests  of  lofty  teak, 
closed  on  the  river.  The  antient 
city  of  Lunzai,  distinguished  by 
numerous  temples,  and  public 
granaries,  to  guard  against  the  ra¬ 
vages  of  famine,  was  left  on  the 
western  bank. 

Further  on  stood  the  city  of 
Prome,  renowned  in  Burman 
story,  and  which  formerly  marked 
the  boundaries  of  the  neighbour- 
mg  kingdoms  of  Ava  and  Pegu  ; 
it  appeared  industrious  and  thriv¬ 
ing,  and  was  said  to  be  more  popu¬ 
lous  than  Rangun.  Miadai,  situ¬ 
ated  in  a  country  abounding  in 
romantic  views,  being  the  Jaghir 
of  the  Viceroy,  detained  our  tra¬ 
vellers  for  some  days  ;  rice,  sisa- 
mum,  tobacco,  and  indigo  were  the 
plants  cultivated  in  that  neighbour¬ 
hood.  An  impression  of  the  foot 
of  Gautama,  whom  Col.  Symes 
confounds  with  Buddha,  was 
placed  on  a  pedestal  of  masonry, 
and  venerated  by  the  pious. 
44  On  the  plane  of  the  foot  up¬ 
wards  ot  one  hundred  emblemati¬ 
cal  figures  are  engraven  on  sepa¬ 
rate  compartments  :  two  convo¬ 
luted  serpents  are  pressed  beneath 
the  heel,  and  five  conch  shells, 
with  the  involutions  to  the  ri<rht, 
form  the  toes  :  it  was  explained 
to  me  as  a  type  of  the  creation, 
and  was  held  in  profound  rever¬ 
ence. 

From  Miadai,  the  banks  conti¬ 
nued  to  present  numerous  villages 
to  the  eye  of  the  traveller,  and 
numbers  of  boats  taking  in  and 
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unloading  their  cargoes  appeared 
in  the  harbours.  1  he  river  was 
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now  nearly  four  miles  broad,  and 
formed  many  islands  in  the  middle 
of  the  stream.  “  We  passed  a 
village  named  Shoe-Lee-Rua,  or 
Golden  Boat  village,  from  its  being 
inhabited  by  watermen  in  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  the  king;  whose  boats,  as 
well  as  every  thing  else  belonging 
to  the  sovereign,  have  always  the 
addition  of  “Shoe,”  or  golden, 
annexed  to  them.  When  a  sub¬ 
ject  means  to  affirm  that  the  king 
has  heard  any  thing,  he  says,  it 
has  reached  the  golden  ears.” 
We  strongly  suspect  this  observa¬ 
tion  to  originate  in  mistake ;  su 
in  Sancrit,  signifies  excellence,  su¬ 
periority,  the  super  of  the  Ro¬ 
mans  ;  su-varna,  of  a  beautiful  co¬ 
lour,  is  a  name  of  gold;  su-carna, 
the  ear  of  -  the  chief,  might  very 
possibly  be  applied  to  that  of  the 
king,  without  ary  reference  to 
the  precious  metal.  A  barren  val¬ 
ley,  displaying  a  few  stunted  trees 
and  scanty  vegetation,  contained 
the  wells  of  petroleum,  which 
supply  the  kingdom  with  oil ; 
numberless  specimens  of  petrifac¬ 
tions  were  scattered  over  it.  “  The 
Burmans  said  it  was  the  nature  of 
the  soil  that  caused  these  transmu¬ 
tations  ;  and  added,  that  leaves  of 
trees  shaken  off  by  the  winds, 
were  not  unfrequently  changed 
into  stone  before  they  could  be 
decayed  by  time.”  Pagahm,  the 
ancient  capital  of  the  empire,  and 
the  residence  of  forty-five  succes¬ 
sive  monarchs,  exhibited  a  wide 
extent  of  ruins,  covering  a  space  of 
six  or  seven  miles  along  the  river, 
and  three  miles  inland,  with  the 
remains  of  its  mouldering  temples. 
It  was  abandoned  about  500  years 
ago,  and  a  flourishing  little  town 
now'  occupies  a  small  portion  of 
this  magnificent  city ;  the  adja¬ 
cent  fields  were  barren  and  un¬ 
productive.  At  this  place  the 
embassador  was  received  by  a  de¬ 


putation  of  Burman  nobles,  sent 
from  the  capital  for  that  purpose* 
Tirup-mieu,  or  Chinese  Town, 
commemorates  the  defeat  of  ano¬ 
ther  Chinese  army  who  invaded 
the  Burman  dominions  ;  five  miles 
farther  on,  the  Keenduem  mingles 
its  waters  with  those  of  the  Ira- 
vati ;  this  great  river  comes  from 
the  north-west,  ami  divides  the 
country  of  Cassav  from  that  of 
Ava.”  “  The  Burmans  say  it 
has  its  source  in  a  lake  three 
months  journey  to  the  northward ; 
it  is  navigable  as  far  as  the  Bur- 
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man  territories  extend  for  vessels 
of  burthen.”  The  most  distant 
town  in  the  possession  of  the  Bur¬ 
mans  on  the  Keenduem  was 
named  Nakioung,  and  the  first 
Shaan  town,  says  our  author,  was 
called  Thangdat.  Shaan,  he  in¬ 
forms  us,  is  a  term  given  to  dif¬ 
ferent  nations;  thus  the  Yudra 
Shan,  is  Siam,  the  Cassay-Shan, 
Cassay.  This  word  is  mani¬ 
festly  the  Sanscrit  Sthan,  of 
which  the  Persians  have  made 
i6  Stan,”  the  Burmans,  “  Shan,” 
W  e  may  venture  to  predict  that 
when  the  geography  of  this  terra 
incognita  is  somewhat  better  un¬ 
derstood,  the  Keenduem  will  be 
found  to  be  a  branch  of  the  Sanpo, 
or  Brahmaputra ;  Thangdat  the 
most  southerly  town  of  Asham  ; 
and  the  lake  three  months  to  the 
northward,  the  Man-saravara  ofTi- 
bet,  whence  both  the  Ganges  and 
Brahmaputra  derive  their  source. 
But  to  this  subject  we  shall  probably 
take  occasion  to  revert.  Though 
the  rains  had  proved  unusually  de¬ 
ficient,  the  periodical  rising  of  the 
Iravati  had  caused  it  to  overflow 
its  banks,  carrying  fertility  and 
moisture  through  the  interior  of 
the  country.  “  As  our  distance 
from  Amarapura  diminished, 
towns  and  villages  on  each  side 
recurred  at  such  short  intervals, 
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that  it  was  in  vain  to  inquire  the 
name  of  each  distinct  assemblage 
of  houses.”  The  lately  deserted 
city  of  Aungeva  or  Ava,  lay  in 
ruins  on  one  side  of  the  river ; 
the  temple  of  Shoegunga  from  its 
peculiar  sanctity  is  still  used  to 
administer  the  oaths  to  officers  of 
government.  Thus  we  find  the 
Su-ganga,  or  sacred  Ganges,  re¬ 
verenced  in  Ava,  as  in  Hindustan. 
44  On  entering  the  lake,  near 
which  the  city  of  Amarapura  is 
situated,  the  number  of  boats  that 
were  moored,  as  in  a  harbour,  to 
avoid  the  influence  of  the  sweeping 
flood,  the  singularity  of  their  con¬ 
struction,  the  height  of  the  waters, 
which  threaten  inundation  to  the 
whole  city,  and  the  amphitheatre 
of  lofty  hills  that  nearly  surround¬ 
ed  us,  altogether  presented  a  novel 
scene,  exceedingly  interesting  to  a 
stranger.5 ’  The  mansion  assigned 
to  the  British  embassador  was 
Commodious  and  pleasantly  situat¬ 
ed,  across  the  lake,  and  nearly  op¬ 
posite  to  the  fort;  the  courtiers 
who  received  him  intimated  his 
majesty’s  absence,  at  a  country 
seat;  and  that  it  was  expected  he 
should  not  go  into  the  town  till 
he  had  been  formally  introduced. 

Adjacent  to  the  residence  of  the 
English  embassador  were  houses 
occupied  by  three  Chinese,  who 
had  recently  arrived  at  Amara¬ 
pura,  on  a  deputation  from  the 
provincial  government  of  Yunan 
in  China.  They  visited  the  colo¬ 
nel  on  his  arrival,  who  has  supplied 
an  amusing  account  of  the  insipid 
solemnity  of  their  manners,  their 
indolent  habits,  and  bad  taste  in 
music,  of  which,  unfortunately  for 
their  neighbours,  they  were  great 
amateurs.  An  eclipse  of  the  moon 
rendered  it  impossible  for  the  court 
of  Amarapura  to  receive  the  em¬ 
bassador  before  the  30th  of  Au¬ 
gust  ;  an  interval  which  he  judici¬ 


ously  and  successfully  employed 
in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the 
customs  and  manners  prevalent 
amongst  the  Burmans. 

The  thirteenth  chapter  contains 
an  instructive  account  of  the  reli¬ 
gion,  laws,  civil  institutions,  dis¬ 
tinctions  of  rank  and  the  insignia 
annexed  to  each  gradation  ;  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  marriage  and  funeral 
ceremonies,  the  population  and  re¬ 
venue  of  the  country.  On  these 
it  were  superfluous  to  enlarge, 
having  inserted  the  chapter  entire 
in  our  last  volume. 

The  Burmans  may  be  termed  a 
nation  of  soldiers,  every  man  in 
the  kingdom  being  liable  to  be 
called  upon  for  his  military  ser¬ 
vices.  These  conscripts  are  sup¬ 
plied  with  arms,  ammunition,  and 
an  allowance  ot  grain,  but  are  not 
entitled  to  pay  ;  whilst  their  fami¬ 
lies  are  retained  as  hostages  for  the 
good  conduct  of  their  relation. 
The  musquet,  the  sabre,  and  the 
spear  are  the  warlike  instruments 
of  the  Burmans  ;  but  the,  most  re¬ 
spectable  part  of  their  military 
force  is  the  establishment  of  war 
boats,  furnished  by  each  town,  in 
proportion  to  its  magnitude,  and 
of  which  500  might  be  assembled 
at  a  short  notice.  The  largest 
are  from  eighty  to  one  hundred 
feet  long,  but  the  breadth  seldom 
exceeds  eight  feet  ;  they  are  con¬ 
structed  out  of  the  solid  trunk  of 
the  teak  tree,  carry  from  fifty  to 
sixty  rowers,  provided  with  a 
sword  and  lance ;  and  when  they 
go  to  war  carry  a  piece  of  ord¬ 
nance  on  the  prow,  besides  sol¬ 
diers  armed  with  muskets. 

Though  the  religion  of  the  Bur¬ 
mans  forbids  the  slaughter  of  ani- 
mals,  yet  the  interdiction  is  ob¬ 
served  only  with  regard  to  those 
that  are  domesticated.  Game, 
and  even  reptiles,  are  eaten  by 
them.  The  vigour  of  the  natives 
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furnishes  a  sure  test  of  the  salubrity 
of  the  climate.  The  southern  pro¬ 
vinces  produce  luxuriant  crops  of 
rice  ;  to  the  northward,  the  coun¬ 
try  is  more  mountainous,  but  the 
vallies  yield  good  wheat,  together 
with  most  of  the  small  grains  and 
esculent  vegetables  of  India.  Su¬ 
gar  canes,  tobacco,  indigo,  cot¬ 
ton,  and  the  different  tropical 
fruits,  in  perfection,  are  all  indi¬ 
genous  productions  of  that  coun¬ 
try.  Nor  is  it  less  rich  in  mine¬ 
rals,  since  our  author  mentions 
mines  of  gold,  silver,  rubies,  sap¬ 
phires,  iron,  tin,  lead,  antimony 
and  arsenic.  “  Amber,  of  a  con¬ 
sistence  unusually  pure  and  pellu¬ 
cid,  is  dug  up  in  large  quantities 
near  the  riyer.  ”  Marble  equal  to 
the  finest  of  Italy  is  dug  from 
quarries  near  Amerapura,  and 
confined  to  the  formation  of  images 
of  Gautama.  The  foreign  com¬ 
merce  of  the  Burmans  is  altoge¬ 
ther  trifling;  but  a  considerable 
internal  traffic  is  carried  on,  by 
means  of  boats,  navigating  the 
Iravati.  Like  the  Chinese,  they 
have  no  coin ;  silver  in  bullion 
and  lead  are  the  current  monies  of 
the  country  ;  hence  the  necessity 
of  bankers  to  ascertain  the  degree 
of  purity  in  which  these  metals 
are  brought  to  market.  The  ani- 
mals  of  Ava  are  all  to  be  met  with 
in  Hindustan,  but  it  is  a  fact  not 
a  little  singular,  “  that  there 
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should  not  be  such  an  animal  as 
the  jackal  in  the  Ava  dominions, 
considering  that  they  are  so  nume¬ 
rous  in  the  adjoining  country.” 

“  Of  the  ancient  Pallis,”  says 
Col.  Symes,  “  whose  language 
constitutes  at  the  presept  day  the 
sacred  text  of  Ava,  Pegu  and 
Siam,  as  well  as  of  several  other 
countries  eastward  of  the  Ganges, 
and  of  their  migration  from  India 
to  tpe  banks  of  the  Cali,  the  Nile 
of  Ethiopia,  we  have  but  very  im¬ 


perfect  information.”  We  are 
altogether  at  a  loss  to  conjecture 
on  what  grounds  our  author  has 
decided  the  sacred  language  of 
Ava  to  be  the  same  with  that 
spoken  by  the  Pali,  whose  migra¬ 
tions  in  remote  times  have  been 
traced  by  Capt.  Wilford.  We 
cannot  imagine  that  the  mere  re- 
semblance  of  the  name  has  fur¬ 
nished  the  sole  ground  for  this 
hypothesis ;  yet  no  other  is  even 
hinted  at.  The  Pali  language  is 
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to  the  eastern  nations  what  the 
Sanscrit  vis  to  the  Hindus ;  yet 
none  ever  imagined  the  latter  to 
be  derived  from  the  name  o  f  a  na¬ 
tion  who  spoke  it.  “  On  a  pro¬ 
bable  calculation  from  Dr.  Bu¬ 
chanan’s  papers,  of  the  extent  of 
the  present  Barman  empire,  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  include  the  space  between 
the  9th  and  26th  degrees  of  north, 
latitude,  and  between  the  9 2d  and 
107th  degrees  of  longitude,  east 
from  Greenwich,  about  1050  geo¬ 
graphical  miles  in  length,  and  600 
in  breadth  ;  these  are  the  ascer¬ 
tainable  limits  taken  from  the 
Burman  accounts,  but  it  is  proba¬ 
ble  their  dominions  stretch  still 
farther  to  the  north.”  It  should, 
however,  be  remarked  that  the 
breadth  varies,  and  is  in  some 
places  very  inconsiderable. 

The  scrupulous  attention  paid 
to  the  various  gradations  of  rank 
at  the  court  of  Ava,  and  the  eti¬ 
quette  with  which  each  is  received 
there,  rendered  it  necessary  to  as¬ 
certain  before  the  introduction  of 
the  English  ambassador,  what  ce¬ 
remonies  were  to  be  observed  to 
him.  In  a  country  where  so  much 
attention  is  paid  to  punctilio.  Col. 
Symes  judged  these  particulars  de¬ 
serving  of  more  solicitude  than  he 
probably  would  have  assigned 
them  under  other  circumstances. 
On  the  30th  of  August,  the  depu¬ 
tation  crossed  the  lake,  and  pro* 
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ceedea  -thorough  the  town  and  fort 
to  the  palace  gate,  where  they 
were  detained  till  the  princes  had 
arrived  from  their  own  houses. 
They  were  preceded  by  a  pom¬ 
pous  equipage,  proportioned  to 
their  respective  rank.  The  Lotoo, 

or  grand  hall  of  consultation  and 
»  .  ... 
of  audience,  is  situated  within  an 

inclosure,  and  separated  by  a  brick 
wall  from  ai:  inner  court  which 
comprehends  the  palace,  and  all 
the  buildings  annexed  to  the  royal 
residence.  They  were  ushered  up 
a  flight  of  stairs  into  a  very  noble 
salooo,  or  open  hall,  where  the 
court  was  assembled.  On  enter¬ 
ing  this  hall,  a  stranger  cannot 
fail  to  be  surprised  at  the  magnifi¬ 
cence  of  its  appearance:  it  is  sup¬ 
ported  by  seventy-seven  pillars, 
disposed  in  eleven  rows,  each 
consisting  of  seven  :  the  space  be¬ 
tween  the  pillars  I  judged  to  be 
about  twelve  feet,  except  the  cen¬ 
tral  row,  which  was  probably  two 
feet  wider.  'The  roof  of  the  build¬ 
ing  is  composed  of  distindt  stages, 
the  highest  in  the  centre.  The  row 
of  pillars  that  supported  the  mid¬ 
dle,  or  most  lofty  roof,  we  judged 
to  be  thirty-five  or  forty  feet  in 
height ;  the  others  gradually  dimi¬ 
nish  -as  they  approach  the  extre¬ 
mities  of  the  building,  and  those 
which  sustain  the  balcony  are  not 
more  than  twelve  or  fourteen  feet. 
At  the  farther  part  of  the  hall 
there  is  a  high  gilded  lattice,  ex- 
tending  quite  across  the  building, 
and  in  the  centre  of  the  lattice  is  a 
gilded  door,  which,  when  opened, 
displays  the  throne  ;  this  door  is 
elevated  five  or  six  feet  from  the 
floor,  so  that  the  throne  must  be 
ascended  by  means  of  steps  at  the 
back,  which  are  not  visible,  nor  is 
the  seat  of  the  throne  to  be  seen, 
except  when  the  King  comes  in 
person  to  the  Latoo.  At  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  lattice  there  is  a  gilt 


balustrade,  three  or  four  feet  high, 
in  which  the  umbrellas  and  several 
other  insignia  of  state  were  depo¬ 
sited.  The  royal  colour  is  white, 
and  the  umbrellas  were  made  of 
silk  of  that  colour,  richly  be¬ 
spangled  with  gold.  Within  this 
magnificent  saloon  were  seated,  on 
their  inverted  legs,  all  the  princes 
and  the  principal  nobility  of  the 
Burman  empire,  each  person  in 
the  place  appropriated  to  his  par¬ 
ticular  rank  and  station.  The 
space  between  the  central  pillars 
that  front  the  throne  is  always 
left  vacant,  for  this  curious  reason, 
that  his  Majesty’s  eyes  may  not 
be  obliged  to  behold  those  whom 
he  does  not  mean  to  honour  with 
a  look.”  It  is  worthy  of  remark, 
that  instead  of  priests  of  Buddha, 
a  chorus  consisting  of  eight  Brah- 
mans  appeared  in  sacerdotal  gowns, 
and  chanted  a  prayer  at  the  foot 
of  the  throne,  in  not  unpleasing 
recitative.  When  this  was  finished, 
the  letter  and  presents  from  the 
governor-general  were  delivered 
to  the  proper  officers  ;  and  a  per¬ 
son  appeared  who  proposed  three 
questions  as  if  from  his  Majesty, 
retiring  after  receiving  the  answer 
to  each,  as  if  to  communicate  the 
reply.  “  You  come  from  a  dis¬ 
tant  country  ;  how  long  is  it  since 
you  arrived?  How  were  the  king, 
queen,  and  royal  family  of  Eng¬ 
land,  when  the  last  accounts  came 
from  thence  r  Was  England  at~ 
peace  or  war  with  other  nations, 
and  was  your  country  in  a  state  of 
disturbance  ?  ”  A  handsome  desert 
was  then  introduced,  and  the 
court  soon  after  broke  up,  with¬ 
out  his  Majesty  having  once  ap¬ 
peared.  Our  author  afterwards 
understood,  that  his  non-appear¬ 
ance  was  predetermined,  in  order 
to  afford  a  pretext  for  spreading 
abroad  that  the  representative  of 
the  English  nation  had  delivered 
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Ins  dispatches,  and  rendered  tribute 
(for  so  they  denominated  the  pre¬ 
sents)  without  being  honoured  by 
an  interview  of  their  king. 

The  following  days  were  occu¬ 
pied  in  visiting  the  princes,  where 
the  deputation  was  received  with 
suitable  respedt,  but  as  none  of 
them  spoke,  it  was  impossible  to 
form  any  judgment  of  their  cha¬ 
racters,  but  what  their  counte¬ 
nances  afforded.  The  royal  li¬ 
brary  adjoins  a  splendid  kioum 
or  monastery  ;  the  library  was 
locked  when  our  author  went 
there,  and  the  librarian  did  not 
think  himself  authorised  to  open 
it,  without  a  special  order.  “  But 
he  assured  us  that  there  was  no¬ 
thing  in  the  inside  different  from 
what  we  might  see  in  the  virapdo, 
where  a  number  of  large  chests, 
curiously  ornamented  with  gildino- 
and  japan,  were  ranged  in  regular 
order,  against  the  wall,  i  counted 
fifty,  but  there  were  many  more, 
probably  not  less  than  a  hundred. 
The  books  were  regularly  classed, 
and  the  contents  of  each  chest 
were  written  in  gold  letters  on  the 
lid.  The  libr  arian  opened  two, 
and  shewed  me  some  very  beauti¬ 
ful  writing  on  thin  leaves  of  ivorv, 
the  margins  of  which  were  orna¬ 
mented  with  flowers  of  gold, 
neatly  executed.  I  saw  also  some 
books  written  in  the  antient  Pali, 
the  religious  text.”  In  this  ex¬ 
pression,  our  author  manifestly 
considers  the  Pali,  not  as  a  lan¬ 
guage,  but  a  written  character; 
This  also  is  our  own  opinion  ;  the 
few  words  he  has  given  as  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Pali  language  are  San¬ 
scrit;  the  character,  however,  dif¬ 
fers  materially  from  the  Devanagari , 
though  it  corresponds  with  it  in 
order  and  syllabic  arrangement. 
To  this  only,  we  are  disposed  to 
believe,  the  name  of  Pali,  (nou¬ 
rishing,  assisting)  is  annexed;  and 


should  require  strong  proofs  to  in¬ 
duce  us  to  believe  "that  the  Bur- 
mans  have  any  thing  in  common, 
with  the  Palis  of  Captain  Wilford. 
“  Every  thing  seemed  to  be  ar¬ 
ranged  with  perfed  regularity,  and 
I  was  informed  that  there  were 
books  upon  divers  subjeds  ;  more 
on  divinity  than  any  other  ;  but 
history,  music,  medicine,  painting 
and  romance,  had  their  separate 
treatises.  ’The  volumes  were  dis¬ 
posed  under  distind  heads,  regu¬ 
larly  numbered  ;  and  if  all  the 
other  chests  were  as  well  filled  as 
those  that  were  submitted  to  our 
inspection,  it  is  not  improbable 
that  his  Burman  Majesty  may 
possess  a  more  numerous  library 
than  any  potentate  from  the  banks 
of  the  Danube  to  the  borders  of 
China,” 

Col.  Symes  afterwards  vifited 
the  high  priest  of  the  empire,  or  Se- 
redaw,  a  title  probably  equivalent 
to  that  of  Lama  in  T  ibet.  Tie  re¬ 
ceived  the  embassador  in  a  kioura, 
ofwhich  we  extract  the  defcription. 
“  Being  prepared,  we  were  con¬ 
ducted  into  a  spacious  court,  sur¬ 
rounded  by  a  high  brick  wall,  in 
the  centre  of  which  stood  the  ki¬ 
oum,  an  edifice  not  less  extraordi¬ 
nary  from  the  style  of  its  architec¬ 
ture,  than  magnificent  from  its  or¬ 
naments,  and  from  the  gold  that 
was  profusely  bestowed  on  every 
part.  It  was  composed  entirely  of 
wood,  and  the  roofs  rising  one  a- 
bove  another  in  five  distinct  stories, 
diminished  in  size  as  they  advanc¬ 
ed  in  height  ;  each  roof  being  sur¬ 
rounded  by  a  cornice,  curiously 
carved  and  richly  gilded.  The  bo¬ 
dy  of  the  buiiding,  elevated  twelve 
feet  from  the  ground,  was  sup¬ 
ported  on  large  timbers  driven  in¬ 
to  the  earth,  after  the  manner  of 
piles,  of  which  there  were  proba¬ 
bly  150,  to  sustain  the  immense 
weight  of  the  superstructure.  On 
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ascending  the  stairs,  we  were  not 
less  pleased  than  surprised,  at  the 
splendid  appearance  which  the  in¬ 
side  displayed;  a  gilded  balustrade, 
fantastically  carved  into  various 
shapes  and  figures,  encompassed 
the  outside  of  the  platform.  W  ith- 
in  this,  there  was  a  wide  gallery 
that  comprehended  the  entire  cir¬ 
cuit  of  the  building,  in  which  ma¬ 
ny  devotees  were  stretched  pro¬ 
strate  on  the  floor.  An  inner  rail¬ 
ing  opened  into  a  noble  hall,  sup¬ 
ported  by  colonnades  of  lofty  pil¬ 
lars,  the  centre  row  was  at  least 
fifty  feet  high,  and  gilded  from  the 
summit  to  within  four  feet  of  the 
base,  which  was  lackered  red.  In 
the  middle  of  the  hall  there  was  a 
gilded  partition  of  open  latticed 
work,  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  high, 
which  divided  it  into  two  parts, 
from  north  to  south.  The  space 
between  the  pillars,  varied  from 
twelve  to  sixteen  feet,  and  the 
number,  including  those  that  sup¬ 
ported  the  galleries,  appeared  to 
be  not  fewer  than  one  hundred, 
which,  as  they  approached  the  ex¬ 
tremities,  diiiiinished  in  height: 

1  O' 

the  outermost  row  not  exceeding 
fifteen  feet.  The  bottom  of  these 
was  cased  with  sheet  lead,  as  a  de¬ 
fence  against  the  weather.  A  mar- 
ble  image  of  Gautama,  gilded  and 
sitting  on  a  golden  throne,  was 
placed  in  the  centre  of  the  parti¬ 
tion;  and  in  front  of  the  idol, 
leaning  against  one  of  the  pillars, 
we  beheld  the  Seredaw  sitting  on 
a  sattin  carpet.’’ 

The  Chinese  embassadors,  who 
were  introduced  at  the  same  time, 
prostrated  themselves  before  the 
image  of  Buddha,  which  confirms, 
as  Col.  Symes  observes,  the  con¬ 
fident  assertion  of  the  Burmans, 
that  the  Chinese  are  worshippers 
of  Buddha.  Our  author’s  expres-- 

sion,  is  not  calculated  to  convev  a 
*  * 

distinct  idea  of  the  fact,  which  was 


before  too  well  known  to  require 
confirmation.  The  emperor  of 
China,  his  Tartar  subjects,  and  a 
great  proportion  of  the  Chinese, 
are  unquestionably  votaries  of  Foe 
or  Buddha,  under  the  spiritual 
guidance  of  the  Lamas  of  Tibet  ; 
but  China  also  comprehends,  the 
philosophic  followers  of  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  Confucius,  and  another 
superstition  prevalent  amongst  the 
vulgar,  of  which  the  tenets  are  but 
little  understood.  It  cannot,  there¬ 
fore,  we  presume,  be  correctly  af¬ 
firmed,  that  the  Chinese  are  Budd¬ 
hists. 

“  The  fort  of  Amarapura  is  an 
exact  square  :  there  are  four  prin¬ 
cipal  gates,  one  to  the  centre  of 
each  face  ;  there  is  also  a  smaller 
gate  on  each  side  of  the  great  gate, 
equidistant  between  it  and  the  an¬ 
gle  of  the  fort,  comprising  twelve 
gates  in  all.  At  each  angle  of  the 
fort,  there  is  a  large  quadrangular 
bastion,  that  projects  considerably. 
There  are  also  eleven  smaller  bas¬ 
tions  on  each  side,  including  those 
that  are  over  the  gateways.  Between 
each  of  these  bastions,  is  extended 
a  curtain,  about  200  yards  long. 
From  this  calculation,  a  side  of 
the  fort  occupies  24.00  yards.’' 
Four  gilded  temples  are  placed  at 
the  corners  of  the  fort,  and  along 
one  side,  extends  the  public  gra¬ 
naries  and  store-rooms. 

The  animated  remonstrances  of 
the  English  embassador,  concern- 
ing  the  circumstances  which  he 

O 

judged  derogatory  to  the  dignity 
of  the  government  which  he  repre¬ 
sented,  were  at  length  productive 
of  a  change  of  conduct,  and  it  was 
intimated  to  him,  that  he  should 
be  honoured  with  an  interview  of 
his  majesty  w'hen  the  answer  to 
the  Governor  General’s  letter 
should  be  delivered.  All  the  splen¬ 
dor  of  this  ceremonious  court,  was- 
exhibited  on  this  occasion.  We' 

had 
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had  been  seated  little  more  than  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  when  the  fold¬ 
ing  doors  that  concealed  the  throne 
opened  with  a  loud  noise,  and  dis¬ 
covered  his  majesty  ascending  a 
flight  of  steps  that  led  up  to  the 
throne,  from  the  inner  apartments. 
Hi  s  crown  was  a  high  conical  cap, 
richly  studded  with  precious  stones; 
his  fingers  were  covered  with  rings, 
and  in  his  dress,  he  bore  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  man  cased  in  golden 
armour,  whilst  a  gilded,  or  pro¬ 
bably  a  golden  wing  on  each  shoul¬ 
der,  did  not  add  much  lightness  to 
his  figure.  His  looksdenoted  him 
to  be  between  fifty  and  fixty  years 
old,  of  a  strong  make,  in  stature 
rather  beneath  the  middle  height, 
with  hard  features,  and  of  a  dark 
complexion  ;  yet  the  expression  of 
his  countenance  was  not  unpleafing,- 
and  seemed,  I  thought,  to  indicate 
an  intelligent  and  inquiring  mind.  ’’ 
hour  Brahmans,  dressed  in  white 
caps  and  gowns,  chanted  the 
usual  prayer  at  the  foot  of  the 
throne  ;  after  which  an  officer  re¬ 
cited,  in  a  musical  cadence,  the 
name  of  each  person  who  was  to 
be  introduced.  Some  of  them  were 
invested  with  the  order  of  the  no¬ 
bility,  after  which  the  king  with¬ 
drew  without  speaking,  except  to 
give  that  order. 

The  commercial  propositions, 
which  the  embassador  had  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Burman  ministers,  experienced  no 
difficulty  ;  the  obvious  justice  of 
fixing  the  financial  demands  on 
exports  and  imports,  and  protect¬ 
ing  foreign  traders  from  the  rapa¬ 
city  ot  subordinate  officers,  being 
universally  admitted.  An  impe¬ 
rial  mandate  to  that  effect,  addres¬ 
sed  to  the  governors  of  provinces, 
was  issued  in  consequence  ;  and 
this  important  point  being  effect¬ 
ed,  Col.  Symes  left  Amarapura, 
after  a  residence  of  three  months. 


The  rise  of  the  waters  had  now 
subsided,  and  the  Iravati  flowed 
smoothly  within  its  channel,  whilst 
the  boats  conveyed  the  deputation 
through  a  rapid  current  down  the 
river,  retracing  the  same  scehes 
which  had  presented  themselves 
before.  An  account  of  the  Petro¬ 
leum  Wells,  will  be  found  in  our 
last  volume  ;  and  Col.  Symes  has 
furnished  some  interesting  particu¬ 
lars,  illustrative  of  the  pastoral 
manners,  and  simple  theology  of 
the  mountain  tribes,  who  under 
the  appellation  of  Cains  and  Ca- 
rians,  occupy  the  high  tract  of 
land,  between  Aracan  and  Ava. 

To  review  the  account  of  an  en¬ 
lightened  and  judicious  traveller  of 
countries  previously  unknown,  or 
so  imperfectly  described,  as  to 
differ  slightly  from  terra  incognita, 
is  only  to  furnish  a  copious  ab¬ 
stract  of  his  most  prominent  re¬ 
marks.  This  duty  we  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  perform,  in  review¬ 
ing  the  interesting  publications  of 
Col.  Symes  and  Capt.  Turner.  To 
compare  these  with  the  scanty  ac¬ 
counts  supplied  by  preceding  tra¬ 
vellers,  less  qualified  to  form  cor¬ 
rect  opinions,  and  in  situations  less 
calculated  to  afford  the  data  requi¬ 
site  for  that  purpose,  were  a  task 
slightly  conducive  to  the  interests 
of  literature.  The  public  are  now 
in  possession  of  authentic  defcnp- 
tions,  of  the  principal  routes  to 
the  capitals  of  Ava  and  T  ibet  ;  the 
manners  and  customs  of  the  na¬ 
tives,  so  far  as  they  influence  their 
intercourse  with  strangers,  have 
been  amply  elucidated,  and  much 
light  has  been  thrown  upon  these 
in  other  particulars.  The  expec¬ 
tations  which  might  have  been 
formed,  from  the  short  residence 
of  the  authors  in  the  countries  they 
described,  have  been  equalled  and 
surpassed  :  a  new  and  prolific 
source  has  been  opened  by  each, 
$  C  to 
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to  the  indulgence  of  a  rational  cu¬ 
riosity,  and  the  applause  of  the 
public  which  has  already  crowned 
their  labours,  is  the  just  reward  of 
their  meritorious  exertions.  The 
sciences  of  geography,  botany,  and 
mineralogy,  have  each  derived 
some  important  additions  from 
their  inquiries  ;  but  it  is  principal¬ 
ly  to  the  philosopher,  engaged  in 
contemplaing  the  nature  of  man, 
as  displayed  in  his  actions  and  opi¬ 
nions,  under  every  diversity  of 
climate,  government,  and  religious 
system,  that  travels  into  distant 
regions,  supply  an  inexhaustible 
fund  of  materials. 

The  warlike  nation  to  which 
this  volume  relates,  has  acquired 
a  decided  preponderance  in  the 
countries  whicl)  separate  Hindu¬ 
stan  from  China,  and  appears  to 
possess  a  spring  of  activity,  a  de¬ 


sire  of  extended  dominion,  and  a 
capacity  for  corporeal  exertions, 
which  may  probably  add,  in  future 
times,  to  the  importance  they  have 
already  attained,  in  the  scale  of 
oriental  nations.  When  the  study 
of  the  language  of  the  Barmans  shall 
have  furnished  a  key  to  their  his¬ 
tory,  science,  and  antiquities,  it 
will  then  appear  whether  they  as¬ 
similate  most  strongly  to  their  eas- 
stern  or  western  neighbours  ;  whe¬ 
ther,  as  the  Brahmans  assert  the 
Burmachinas  to  be  a  tribe  of  Khye- 
tria,  who,  emigrating  from  their 
country,  have  forgotten  the  Ve¬ 
das  ;  or  whether,  as  their  language 
and  appearance  seem  to  indicate, 
they  be  of  Chinese  origin,  and  have 
adopted  the  religion  of  Buddha, 
with  its  dogmas,  as  preserved  in 
the  Pali  character,  since  their  set¬ 
tlement  on  the  banks  of  thelravati. 


scattered  Poems ,  from  the  Diwan-i  Hafiz  ;  with 
a  Catalogue  of  the  Gazels  as  arranged  in 


Persian  Lyrics,  or 
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Shemseddin  Mabommed,  better 
known  by  his  poetical  title  ot  Ha¬ 
fiz,  flourished  in  Shiraz,  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  fourteenth  century,  when 
that  city  was  the  capital  of  an  empire, 
more  distinguished  for  the  valour 
and  generosity  of  its  princes,  than 
the  extent  of  their  dominions.  Yet 
Sultan  Shuja,  son  of  the  celebrated 
Emir  Mobarizeddin  (the  founder 
of  the  dynasty)  ruled  the  provinces 
of  Faro,  Carman,  and  Irac  Agemi. 
To  an  undaunted  courage,  by  which 
he  secured  the  possession  of  a  still 
tottering  throne,  this  prince  added 
all  the  accomplishments  of  his  age, 
and  Khondemir  expatiates  on  his 
talents  and  virtues,  and  even  on 
the  beauty  of  his  poetical  compo¬ 
sitions,  which  are  still,  says  the 
historian,  universally  read  and  ad- 


,  in  the.  Chef  ham  Library  at  Manchester , 
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mired.  The  reign  of  such  a  prince 
must  have  been  propitious  to  the 
rising  genius  of  the  young  poet, 
but  his  fame  soon  passed  the  nar¬ 
row  limits  of  his  roaster’s  empire, 
and  attracted  the  attention  of  fo¬ 
reign  princes.  Ferishta  relates  the 
overtures  which  induced  our  poet 
to  visit  the  Deccan,  his  arrival  at 
Labor  on  his  way  thither,  and  the 
accident  which  induced  him  to  re¬ 
turn.  A  second  attempt  does  still 
less  credit  to  his  perseverance  :  for 
it  appears  by  the  same  author,  that 
two  opulent  merchants,  who  were 
about  to  embark  for  Hindustan, 
knowing  how  acceptable  a  visit 
from  Hafiz  would  prove  at  the 
court  of  Calberga,  prevailed  on 
him  to  accompany  them.  After 
arriving  at  the  port  of  Hormuz, 
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and  embarking  on  board  the  vessel, 
a  violent  storm  completely  over¬ 
turned  the  resolution  of  Hafiz, 
who  finding  a  pretext  to  go  ashore, 
sent  off  a  fine  ode  expressive  of  his 
determination  never  again  to  brave 
the  dangers  of  the  seas. 

Hush’d  was  tha  breeze:  and  smooth  \the 
main, 

Reposing  on  her  pearly  bed  5 
When  Hafiz  left  h  is  native  plain. 

By  airy  dreams  of  riches  led. 

But  can  the  gorgeous  stores  of  Ind, 

The  mountain  billow’s  fury  stay? 

Or  treasures  calm  the  fear-struck  mind,  1 
As  on  they  rush  in  dread  array  ?  &c. 

Sultan  Shuja  died  in  the  year 
1383,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son 
Zinulabeddin,  whose  virtues  at¬ 
tracted  universal  popularity,  but 
could  not  secure  him  from  the  fate 
of  much  more  powerful  sovereigns. 
He  had  reigned  little  more  than 
two  years,  when  Tamerlane  en¬ 
tered  Persia  on  an  expedition 
against  Azerbijan,  and  summoned 
the  young  prince,  with  expressions 
of  friendship,  to  join  his  standard 
at  the  head  of  his  forces.  Zi¬ 
nulabeddin  declined  to  comply. 
'The  capture  of  Ispahan,  the  mas¬ 
sacre  of  its  inhabitants,  the  con¬ 
quest  of  Shiraz  and  the  expulsion 
ot  Zinulabeddin,  it  were  foreign  to 
our  purpose  to  relate.  Timur  vi¬ 
sited  Shiraz  in  person,  and  itis re¬ 
ported  that  Hafiz  had  an  interview 
with  this  fatal  conqueror,  whom 
an  insurrection  in  Maverulnehr 
forced  to  leave  Persia,  and  the 
throne  of  Shiraz  was  soon  after  oc¬ 
cupied  by  Shah  Mansor,  a  grand¬ 
son  ot  Emir  Mobarizeddin.  The 
accession  of  this  prince  is  celebrated 
by  Hafiz  in  an  ode,  which  com¬ 
mences  thus:  ' 

“Repair  to  Shiraz,  for  the  auspi¬ 
cious  reign  of  Mansor  has  dawn¬ 
ed  ;  our  acclamations  of  joy  reach 
the  skies. 

“  Victory  has  snatched  the  veil 


3$ 

which  concealed  the  charms  of  for¬ 
tune  ;  Astrea  has  been  restored  to 
our  vows. 

“  Fair  is  the  vault  of  heaven  il¬ 
lumined  by  the  beams  of  the 
moon;  smiling  the  earth  since 
the  return  of  her  sovereign. 

“  The  delight  of  Egypt  (Joseph)' 
who  wept  for  the  woes  of  his  house 
ascending  from  a  dungeon,  mount¬ 
ed  to  the  pinnacle  of  glory,  & c.” 

This  ode  was  written  in  1388, 
and  before  the  close  of  the  same 
year,  the  poet  was  no  more.  The 
reign  of  Shah  Mansor  was  not 
destined  to  survive  much  longer; 
for  in  1392,  Timur  returned  to 
Persia;  Mansor  marched  against 
him  with  a  handful  of  forces,  and 
after  performing  prodigies  of  valour 
was  left  dead  on  the  field  of  battle. 
The  other  descendants  of  Mobari- 
zeddin  were  sent  prisoners  into 
Tartary,  and  never  more  heard  of. 
Thus  terminated  the  dynasty  of 
the  Muzoferians,  to  which  we 
have  adverted  more  particularly, 
because  the  account  given  of  these 
princes,  and  of  the  poet  Hafiz, 
by  M.  D’Herbelot,  has  not  been 
compiled  with  his  usual  accuracy. 

The  tenets  of  the  Sufis  have  been 
ably  illustrated  by  Sir  William 
Jones,  in  his  dissertation  on  “  the 
mystical  poetry  of  the  Persians  and 
Hindus,”  printed  in  the  Asiatic 
Researches.  These  tenets  appear 
to  constitute  the  poetical  religion 
of  Persia  ;  there  are  few  poets  of 
that  nation  whose  verses  do  not 
breathe  the  same  spirit  of  mystic 
fervor,  and  abound  in  the  same  vo- 
lupt  uous  imagery.  The  learned 
orientalist,  last  quoted,  considers 
the  hymns  of  the  Hindus,  which 
sing  the  loves  of  Crishna  and 
Radha,  as  partaking  of  the  same 
genius;  the  book  of  Canticles,  in 
its  figurative  sense,  has  been  held 
an  allegory  on  divine  love ;  and 
we  may  Certainly  add  the  poems 
§  C  2  of 
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of  antiquity  which  celebrate  the 
loves  of  Cupid  and  Psyche,  to  the 
best  of  those  mystical  compositions. 
Sir  William  Jones  places  Hafiz  and 
Sadi  at  the  head  of  the  eminent 
poets  whom  this  sed  has  produced 
in  Persia.  The  following  quo¬ 
tation  from  Kempfer  will  shew  the 
esteem,  in  which  the  works  of  the 
former  are  still  held  in  that  coun¬ 
try.  Speaking  of  the  poetry  of 
Hafiz  n  “  It  pervades,  says  he, 
all  ranks;  you  meet  with  it  every 
where,  in  eolkgiis  et  scholis ,  in 
palaiiis  et  casts,  in  ojjicinis  et  ta - 
lends  '.  Hand  satis  admirabere  quan¬ 
ta  cum  animi  dcUctaticme  otioswn 
bulgus  in  foris  et  ojjicinis  suis,  quin 
in  ipsis-  Cofetf  pop  inis,  qua?  nos - 
tris  tabernis  eercxisiariis  et  vinariis 
respondent ,  scripta  hcec  belt  dent,  et 
exits  ingenii  nedlar  capiant  ;  dvm 
conjidentiinn  Us,  qui  libro  instruct  us 
est  epiphonema  attends  soci/s  preelegit ; 
mox  literum  claudit,  ut  meditandi  si - 
lentium  indulgeat  ;  turn  ledtionem  He¬ 
rat  ,  interposita  subinda  ad  medifan- 
dum  mora,  donee  inierveniat  quod  lec¬ 
tion  cm  inter  rump  at,  vel  dissolvat  con - 
eessum Those  who  have  visited 
Hindustan  well  know  theVapture 
with  which  the  .Moslems  of  that 
country  speak  of  his  odes;  many 
of  which  are  retained  in  their  me¬ 
mory,  and  frequently  quoted  in 
conversation. 

Notwithstanding  the  celebrity 
of  the  poet  of  Shiraz,  it  may  still 
be  doubted  whether,  even  a  good 
translation  of  his  Diwaii  would 
add  the  suffrages  of  Europe  to 
the  applauses  of  Asia.  A  taste 
formed  (perhaps  too  exclusively) 
on  the  exquisite  models  of  Greece 
and  Rome,  is  disgusted  with  the 
want  of  connection,  and  perpetual 
recurrence  of  similar  imagery, 
which  the  verses  ot  the  Gazel  pre¬ 
sent.  The  embroidered  veil  which 
half  conceals  the  mystic  sense  from 
the  Asiatic,  is  altogether  impervi¬ 


ous  to  the  European  eye.  Perpe¬ 
tual  invocations  to  pleasure,  the 
joys  of  wine,  and  the  charms  of 
beauty,  cloy  by  repetition  ;  and 
the  moral  refledions,  though  some¬ 
times  exquisitely  beautiful,  occur 
too  seldom,  to  relieve  by  contrast. 
To  appreciate  the  merits  of  Hafiz, 
by  a  comparison  of  a  few  of  his 
odes,  with  those  of  Anacreon  and 
Sappho,  to  which  alone  they  can 
be  justly  compared,  from  being 
composed  in  an  analogous  strain, 
is  a  task  which  still  remains  to  be 
executed  The  songs  of  the  Bac¬ 
chants  in  Milton’s  Com  us  might 
afford  another  point  of  compari¬ 
son.  Between  the  odes  of  Hafiz, 
and  those  of  his  contemporary  Pe- 
trarca,  none  can  be  instituted  ; 
the  tender  querulousness,  and 
plaintive  elegance  of  the  Tuscan 
bard,  is  too  remote  from  the  Bac¬ 
chanalian  festivity,  and  exuberant 
joy  of  the  Persian  muse.  One  ex¬ 
ception  alone,  we  recoiled,  in  an 
ode  in  which  Hafiz,  bewails  the 
death  of  his  wife  : 

“  The  sweet  companion  who  ren¬ 
dered  my  cottage  the  envy  of  the 
fairies,  had  like  them  a  faultless 
form,’’  &c. 

The  publication  before  us  af¬ 
fords  little  information  and  little 
novelty  ;  from  an  enthusiastic  ad¬ 
mirer  it  were  vain  to  exped  a  can¬ 
did  appreciation  of  merits.  Besides, 
neither  Mr.  Hindley’s  verses,  nor 
his  style,  are  calculated  to  inspire 
us  with  a  high  idea  ot  his  qualifica¬ 
tions  for  such  a  task;  of  the  latter 
a  fondness  for  uncommon  and' 
flowery  expressions,  is  the  charac¬ 
teristic,  which  seldom  accompa¬ 
nies  acorredtaste  in  composition. 

“  A  student,  moderately  versed 
in  the  Persian  language,  may  be 
able  to  pronounce,  even  from  a 
slight  experience,  that  the  plain 
and  simple  meaning  of  one  of  these 
Gazels,  (totally  laying  aside  its 
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isocatalectical  and  symphonious 
beauties,  as  well  as  the  exquisite¬ 
ness  of  its  peculiar  concise  and  me¬ 
trical  construction),  will  always 
please,  by  mere  dint  ot'  its  simpli¬ 
city  and  beauty,  as  a  faithful  and 
correct  representation  of  natural 
imagery,  and  as  the  poetical  out¬ 
lines  of  a  mind  cast  in  a  superior 
mould,  and  gifted  with  the  most 
energetic  powers  of  expression  : 
so  truly  insinuating,  so  inimitable 
and  unique  are  the  compositions 
of  this  illustrious  poet.  Their  va¬ 
riety  and  peculiarity  are  not  less 
striking:  grave  and  gay,  plaintive 
and  sportive,  encomiastic  and  sa¬ 
tirical,  tender  and  querulous,  sim¬ 
ple  and  dignified,  voluptuous  and 
sublime,  they  adapt  themselves  to 
all  dispositions,  and  seldom  fail 
to  interest  and  to  take  a  deep  hold 
of  the  feelings  of  the  human  heart. 
The  metre  is  regular,  though  va- 
ried;  the  measures  are  subject  to 
the  common  rules  of  scansion,  and 
run  in  pauses  altogether  melodious, 
and  heightened  by  the  agreeable 
returns  of  corresponding  sounds. 
One  favorite  rhyme  also  is  charac¬ 
teristic  of  each  Gazel,  and  invaria¬ 
bly  terminates  every  coaaplet.  The 
■style  too,  is  so  efru  gent  and  daz¬ 
zling,  yet  so  finished  and  concise, 
thai  the  loss  of  the  most  trivial 
word  is  the  loss  of  a  beauty.  VS' hat, 
then,  can  we  do  in  this  case?  is  it 
possible  to  hit  upon  a  brilliant 
conciseness.,  a  melody,  or  some¬ 
what  analogous  to  it  in  our  own 
language,  that  may  enable  u--  to 
give  some  faint  idea  of  the  unpa¬ 
ralleled  elegant  ies  ot  the  original  ?” 

It  only  remains,  to  enable  our 
readers  to  determine  whether  Mr. 
Hindley  has  “  hit  upon”  any  of 
these  desiderata,  by  the  insertion  of 
a  specimen.  This  work  contains 
eleven  odes  :  ei"ht  of  which  had 

'  O 

been  previously  translated  by  h:-r 


William  Jones,  or  Revisky  ;  three 
others  now  appear  for  the  first  time 
in  an  European  dress,  one  ofwhick 
we  insert. 

“  Nothing,  no,  nothing  from  my  heart, 
shall  tear 

That  damsel’s  image,  to  my  soul  so 
dear  •, 

No,  thou  most  graceful  cypress  of  the 
grove, 

There  grows  thy  root,  deep-planted  by 
my  love  : 

Nor  shall  stern  fate,  in  grim  misfortune 
drest, 

E’er  scare  thy  lips  memorial  from  my 
breast ; 

In  infant  life  thy  locks  my  passion  mov’d. 
And  something  early  told  me  that  I  lov’d: 
The  league,  which  then  with  love  and 
them  1  made., 

Shall  ne’er  by  treacherous  mem’ry  be  be¬ 
tray’d. 

With  unborn  time  the  innate  fondness 
rose, 

And  shall  with  deathless  time  expiring 
close. 

All  hut  that  love  may  quit  my  goaded 
heart. 

But  that,  O  never,  never  shall  depart : 
Nought  shall  destroy  it,  nought  its  force 
control  ; 

It  clings  so  close  united  to  my  soul, 

That  from  this  body  sever’d  were  this 
head. 

E’en  then  my  unchang’d  love  would  not 
be  dead. 

But,  tho’  my  wounded  heart  the  fair  pur¬ 
sues, 

Pity  my  feeble  frailty  will  excuse ; 

Sick  is  my  soul,  and  why  not  seek  to  find 
Some  bland  restorative  to  ease  my  mind? 
Whoe’er  from  wild  distraction  would  be 
free, 

And ’scape  the  frenzy  which  thus  preys 
on  me, 

Let  him,  by  Hafiz  warn’d,  avoid  his  fate. 
And  shun  the-sexlest  soon  it  be  too  late.” 

Before  we  conclude,  we  must 
point  out  a  material  (possibly  a 
typographical)  error.  The  year 
of  Hafiz’s  death,  79 5  of  the  He¬ 
ll  rah,  is  said  in  the  preface  to  cor¬ 
respond  with  the  Christian  year 
1340.  This  would  render  every 
important  incident  in  the  life  of 
our  poet,  utterly  irreconcileable 

§  C  5  with 
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with  chronology ;  hot  the  fact  is,  mur  visited  Shiraz,  and  Shalsma- 

that  year  corresponds  with  the  naser  ascended  the  throne. 

Christian  year  1388,  in  which  Ti- 
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fixed,  a  Grammar  of  that  Language.  Embellished  with  a  Map.  By  James 
JtIowison,  M.  D.  Member  of  the  Asiatic  Socicfyd  4to.  pp.  235. 
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The  inhabitants  of  the  isles  scat¬ 
tered  over  the  Indian  archipelago, 
may  be  classed  under  two  grand 
divisions,  Mahommedans  and  Ido¬ 
laters.  It  is  to  the  former  of  these 
classes,  that  the  name  ot  Malayan 
is  applied  by  foreigners,  and  by 
themselves.  They  are  usually  tound 
settled  on  the  sea  coasts  ;  trade, 
and  sometimes  piracy,  are  their 
usual  occupations;  a  ferocious  in¬ 
trepidity  distinguishes  their  gene¬ 
ral  chara&er,  and  the  Portuguez^ 
experienced  on  their  first  arrival, 
a  fiercer  resistance  from  these  har¬ 
dy  navigators,  than  from  the  nu¬ 
merous  armies  of  the  continental 
powers.  The  relative  proportion 
between  the  Malayan  and  the  ido¬ 
latrous  inhabitants  varies  in  each 
island;  in  some  the  whole  of  the 
inhabitants  have  been  converted  to 
Jslamism ;  in  others  the  sovereigns 
of  particular  districts  have  embrac¬ 
ed  that  faith,  and  been  followed 
by  their  subjects,  whilst  the  majo¬ 
rity  have  adhered  to  their  pristine 
superstitions.  We  are  aware  that 
our  account  of  this  people  is  not 
altogether  free  from  objections. 
Sir  ‘William  Jones  has  stated  his 
persuasion,  “  that  they  descended 
from  Arabian  traders  and  mariners 
after  the  age  of  Mahommed.”  We 
are  disposed  to  believe  that  many 
individuals  of  that  nation  settled 
amongst  them,  and  produced  the 
conversion  to  Jslamism;  but  the 
very  peculiar  configuration  and 
cast  of  countenance,  common  to 
the  Malayan,  with  the  other  na¬ 


tions  eastward  of  Hindustan,  does 
not  permit  us  to  consider  them  as 
a  distindf  race.  J  he  tradition  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Malacca,  record¬ 
ed  by  the  Portugueze  historian, 
John  de  Barras,  appears  to  us  a 
preferable  hypothesis.  This  states 
the  city  of  Malacca  to  have  been 
founded  in  1260,  by  a  Javan  ofthe 
name  of  Para  roes  wara  ;  and  that  in 
the  reigns  ot  his  successors,  the 
people  were  gradually  converted  to 
isiamism,  by  the  influx  of  Persian 
and  Guzerat  merchants.  Doubt¬ 
less,  traders  from  the  commercial 
cities  of  Arabia,  would  also  resort 
to  Malacca,  which  soon  became 
the  most  flourishing  emporium  of 
the  east.  At  the  beginning  ofthe  fif¬ 
teenth  century,  the  Mahommedan 
religion  had  spread  considerably, 
and  extended  itself  through  the 
neighbouring  islands.  In  this  hy¬ 
pothesis,  we  consider  the  commer¬ 
cial  city  of  Malacca  as  the  centre, 
whence  the  tenets  of  Mahommed 
emanated,  and  were  diffused  a- 
mongst  the  isles,  with  the  name  of 
Malayan  ascribed  to  its  votaries. 
But  this  name  itself  has  its  difficul¬ 
ties;  for  Malaya  is  the  name  of  a 
mountain  celebrated  in  the  Pura- 
nas,  for  the  produ&ion  of  the  most 
fragrant  sandal,  it  is  usually  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  one  of  the  western 
ranges  ofthe  Ghauts,  which  inter¬ 
sect  the  Deccan.  The  coast  of  Ma¬ 
labar  is  named  by  its  inhabitants 
Malaya;  in  its  vicinity,  we  find 
the  Malaya-dwipa,  (vulgo,  mal- 
dives)  or  Malayan  isles;  both  ap¬ 
pear 
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pear  to  have  derived  their  name 
from  their  proximity  to  mount 
Malaya.  If  we  suppose  Parames- 
wara,  (a  common  Hindu  name) 
to  have  led  a  colony  from  Malaya 
to  the  golden  Chersonesus,  every 
difficulty  will  be  obviated  by  this 
simple  and  probable  hypothesis, 
it  accounts  for  the  name  of  the 
city  and  peninsula  of  Malacca,  and 
for  the  general  designation  of  those 
who  adopted  the  religion  dissemi¬ 
nated  from  that  city,  amongst  the 
isles. 

Mr.  Marsden,  (whose  history  of 
Sumatra  is  incomparably  the  most 
scientific  and  complete  perform¬ 
ance,  which  the  connection  be¬ 
tween  Great  Britain  and  the  east 
has  hitherto  produced),  speaks  of 
the  Malayan  language  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  terms.  “  The  Malay  lan¬ 
guage  is  original  in  the  peninsula 
of  Malaya,  and  has  from  thence 
extended  itself  throughout  the  eas¬ 
tern  islands,  so  as  to  become  the 
lingua  franca  of  that  part  of  the 
globe.  It  has  been  much  cele¬ 
brated,  and  justly,  for  the  smooth¬ 
ness  and  sweetness  of  its  sound, 
which  have  gained  it  the  appella¬ 
tion  of  the 'Italian  of  the  east.” 
Had  the  ingenious  author  only 
stated  that  the  Malayan  language 
originated  in  the  neninsula,  he 

O  *  >  %  ' 

would  have  expressed  himself  more 
accurately  ;  as  the  passage  now 
stands  it  might  lead  to  a  supposi¬ 
tion,  that  a  dialedt  of  which  at 
least  a  fourth  of  the  nouns  aie 
pure  Arabic,  was  the  original  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  eastern  peninsula. 
In  literature,  the  Malayans  have 
made  slender  proficiency;  their 
books  are  for  the  most  part,  either 
transcripts  from  the  Koran,  or  le¬ 
gendary  tales  of  little  merit  as  com¬ 
positions.  Like  the  other  nations 
converted  to  the  Moslem  faith,  the 
Malayans  have  adopted  with  it  the 
Arabic  character,  in  which  they 


now  write ;  that  they  possessed 
one  previously  is  indisputable ; 
and  like  those  of  Sumatra,  it  pro¬ 
bably  betrayed  its  origin,  by  an 
alphabetic  arrangement  similar  to 
that  of  the  Devanagari. 

We  learn  from  Dr.  Howison,  in 
his  advertisement  to  the  work  be¬ 
fore  us,  that  the  first  attempt  to 
form  an  English  and  Asiatic  gram- 
mar,  was  one  of  the  Malayan  lan- 
guage,  published  by  Mr.  Bo  wry, 
in  1701.  The  extreme  scarcity  of 
that  work  suggested  the  utility 
which  must  result  from  this,  at  a 
period  when  the  conquests  of  Great 
Britain  have  enlarged  the  sphere 
of  her  intercourse,  with  the  coun¬ 
tries  in  which  it  is  vernacular. 

ts  The  peninsula  beyond  the  ri¬ 
ver  Ganges,  which  stretches  down 
to  Johor,  the  extreme  southern 
point  (indeed  it  is  the  most  south¬ 
ern  point  of  land  on  the  continent 
of  Asia),  is  generally  known  by 
the  name  of  Malacca,  or  the  coun¬ 
try  of  the  Malays  ;  and  that  appel¬ 
lation  is  very  properly  retained, 
since  Malay  is  the  true  mother 
tongue  of  that  country.  It  is  like¬ 
wise  the  chief  language  of  Junkse- 
lon,  Pulo  Ladda,  Pulo  Pinang, 
Sumatra,  Java,  Borneo,  Bava, 
Lombock,  Cumbava,  Flores,  Ti¬ 
mor,  Timorlaut,  Celebes,  Ceram, 
the  Molucca  islands,  and  innume¬ 
rable  others ;  it  is,  in  fact,  as  ob¬ 
served  in  our  advertisement,  the 
lingua  franca,  or  trading  lan- 
guage  of  a  great  part  of  the  eastern 
world.  Again,  it  is  the  more  ne¬ 
cessary  for  English  voyagers  to 
become  acquainted  tvith  this  lan¬ 
guage,  since  the  European  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
(which  important  place  now  be¬ 
longs  to  this  nation)  have  always 
accustomed  themselves  to  speak  to 
their  servants  in  the  Malay  tongue. 
In  some  of  the  islands,  however, 
particularly  BorneOj  the  largest 
§  C  4  island 
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island  in  the  world  except  New- 
Holland,  it  being  about  eighteen 
hundred  miles  in  circumference, 
there  are  several  kingdoms,  each 
of  which  has  a  dialect  peculiar  to 
itself:  with  several  of  these,  Mr. 
Bowrey  says,  he  conversed.  But 
that  a  more  general  idea  may  be 
formed  of  the  extent  of  country 
over  which  the  Malay  is  spoken, 
we  shall  refer  to  the  accurate  map, 
engraved  by  Arrowsmith,  and  pre¬ 
fixed  to  this  volume;  by  which  it 
appears,  that  the  Malay  is  the  prin¬ 
cipal  vernacular  tongue  used  by 
the  people  who  inhabit  that  vast 
region  and  chain  of  islands  com¬ 
prehended  between  ninety  three 
and  one  hundred  and  thirty  five 
degrees  of  east  longitude,  a  space 
of  about  two  thousand,  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  miles ;  and  ex¬ 
tending  from  fourteen  degrees 
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north  to  eleven  degrees  of  south 
latitude,  comprehending  twenty 
five  degrees,  about  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  forty  miles. 

44  The  inhabitants  of  this  immense 
group  of  islands  are  supposed  to 
have  proceeded  originally  from 
the  peninsula  of  Malacca ;  and  of 
this  there  can  be  little  doubt,  since 
it  is  the  nearest  continent,  from 
which  the  islands  proceed  in  a  con¬ 
stant  and  regular  progression,  all 
over  the  southern  and  eastern  seas, 
as  far  as  New  Guinea.” 

In  adapting  the  Arabic  alpha¬ 
bet  to  the  sounds  which  compose 
the  Malayan  tongue,  it  has  under¬ 
gone  no  alteration,  excepting  in 
the  letter  Gbain,  which  in  this 
language  is  destined  to  represent 
44  ng.”  The  Grammar  occupies 
only  26  pages;  yet  such  is  the 
simplicity  of  the  language  it  il¬ 
lustrates,  that  it  seems  to  compre¬ 
hend  in  that  short  space,  every  es¬ 
sential  particular.  The  inflexions 
of  nouns  and  verbs  are  performed 
by  means  of  particles  prefixed  ; 


the  plural  number  is  formed  by 
repeating  the  word ;  and  the  con¬ 
jugation  of  one  verb  furnishes  an 
exact  model  for  all  the  rest. 

Mr.  Marsden  has  criticised  by 
anticipation  this  and  all  future 
Malayan  grammars.  44  Attempts,” 
says  that  gentleman,  44  have  been 
made  to  compose  a  grammar  of 
the  Malay  tongue,  upon  the  prin¬ 
ciples  on  which  those  of  the  Euro¬ 
pean  languages  are  formed.  But 
the  absurdity  of  such  productions, 
is  obvious.  VV  here  there  is  no  in¬ 
flexion  of  either  nouns  or  verbs, 
there  can  be  no  cases,  declensions, 
moods,  nor  conjugations.  All 
this  is  performed  by  the  addition 
of  certain  words  expressive  of  a  de¬ 
terminate  meaning,  which  should 
not  be  considered  as  mere  auxilia¬ 
ries.  or  as  particles  subservient  to 
other  words.  Thus  in  the  instance 
of  Rooma,  a  house:  derree  pada 
rooma,  signifies  from  a  house ; 
but  it  would  be  talking  w  ithout 
use  or  meaning,  to  say  that  derree 
pada  is  the  sign  of  the  ablative 
case  of  that  noun,  for  then, 
every  preposition  would  equally 
require  an  appropriate  case,  and 
as  well  as  of,  to,  and  from , 
we  should  have  a  case  for  deatas 
rooma,  on  the  top  of  the  house. 
So  of  verbs,  Callo  sayo  boolee  gel- 
lan,  if  I  could  walk  ;  this  may  be 
termed  the  subjunctive  or  potential 
mood,  of  the  verb  gellan,  whereas 
it  is  in  fadt  a  sentence,  of  which 
gellan,  bodee,  &c.  are  constituent 
words.  These  endeavours  to  square 
e^ery  thing  to  our  own  local  and 
partial  ideas,  puts  me  in  mind  of 
some  vocabularies  I  have  seen,  in 
which  the  country  titles  were  thus 
explained. — Pangeran,  a  duke: 
Dattoo,  an  earl  ;  Du  patty,  a  lord- 
mayor.  It  is  improper,  I  say,  to 
talk  of  the  case  of  a  noun,  which 
does  not  change  its  termination,  of 
the  mood  of  a  verb,  which  does 
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not  alter  its  form.  An  useful  set 
of  observations  might  be  collected 
for  speaking  the  language  with 
correctness  and  propriety,  but  they 
must  be  as  different  from  the  arti¬ 
ficial  and  technical  rules  of  our 
grammarians  as  the  dress  of  an  Eu- 
ropean  lady  from  the  simplicity' 
of  a  Malay  habit.” 

W  ith  this  passage,  probably,  in 
his  eye.  Dr.  Howison  observes 
that,  “  In  our  grammatical  de¬ 
partment  it  may  be  objected,  that 
we  have  forced  the  inflexions  ot 
our  nouns  and  verbs  into  a  resem¬ 
blance  to  those  of  European  lan¬ 
guages  beyond  what  the  simplicity 
of  the  Malay  'will  admit  of :  we 
must,  however,  insist  that  although 
we  have  made  use  of  words  as  aux¬ 
iliaries,  which  grammarians  might 
not  consider  strihfly  as  such,  still 
a  ten  years’  acquaintance  with  the 
Malays  and  their  language,  autho¬ 
rize  us  in  adopting  the  words  and 
arrangements,  which,  we  are  cer¬ 
tain,  will  be  understood  and  are 
used  by  them.” 

Notwithstanding  the  ingenuity 
of  Mr.  Marsden’s  observations,  we 
entirely  approve  of  Dr.  Howison’ s 
retaining  the  grammatical  arrange- 
ments  of  European  languages  in 
his  work,  as  the  best  calculated  to 
facilitate  the  acquisition  of  the  Ma¬ 
lay  tongue,  to  an  European.  In 
the  example  quoted,  the  objection 
applies  with  equal  force  to  the  En¬ 
glish  subjunctive,  “  if  I  could 
walk,”  as  to  the  Malay  synonism. 
In  faCt,  Mr.  Marsden’s  reflections 
would  be  just,  if  no  reference  be 
made  to  the  orammatical  standard 
existingfn  the  mind  of  the  student, 
who  will  always  experience  less 
difficulty  in  accomodating  a  foreign 
idiom  to  his  own  preconceptions, 
than  in  acquiring  a  language  in 
which  they  shall  prove  of  no  as¬ 
sistance. 

In  turning  over  the  pages  of  the 
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dictionary,  we  find  the  Malayan 
tongue  may  still  be  distinctly 
traced  to  its  two  sources,  Sanscrit 
and  Arabic.  We  have  not  taken 
the  trouble  to  ascertain  the  relative 
proportion  of  each ;  but  it  is  de¬ 
serving  of  notice,  that  the  former 
occurs  infinitely  more  frequently 
in  the  language  of  Malacca,  than 
in  those  of  Pegu  and  Siam,  the  in¬ 
termediate  countries.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  words,  which  can  be  traced 
to  either,  is  inconsiderable  ;  there¬ 
fore  it  were  superfluous  to  pro¬ 
nounce  examples  of  them.  In  or¬ 
der  to  satisfy  our  readers  of  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  Arabic  and  Sanscrit 
words,  without  alteration  in  the 
Malayan  tongue,  we  insert  a  few, 
as  they  present  themselves  in  turn¬ 
ing  over  the  pages:  ist. Sanscrit, Ga- 
ja,  an  elephant  ;  Varna,  acolour; 
Laba,  advantage;  Satru,an  enemy  ; 
Carija,  an  affair;  Samania,  all;  bala- 
tantra,  an  army  ;  Boodee,  wisdom; 
Sanaa,  like  as;  Madu,  a  bee;  ghin- 
ta,  a  bell ;  Pandita,  a  bishop  ;  Chin- 
ta,  fear  ;  Rupa,  mien,  appearance ; 
Rata,  a  cart ;  Guha,  a  cane  ;  Den- 
da,  a  tax  ;  Dermawan,  charitable. 
Courteous,  Dr.  Howison  says,  is 
Soopun  and  Choombu ;  Soopun. 
Choombu-  was  the  name  of  a  cour¬ 
tier  at  the  palace  of  Tasisudon. 
Do  the  languages  of  Malaya  and 
Tibet  bear  so  strong  a  resemblance? 
Both  words  are  Sanscrit,  though 
slightly  deflected  from  their  Origi¬ 
nal  meaning.  Examples  of  Sans¬ 
crit  words  might  be  multiplied  ad 
infinitum  ;  the  same  is  true  of  the 
Arabic,  of  which  we  also  insert  a 
few.  Muslihat,  craftiness;  Va¬ 
keel,  an  agent  ;  Hucum,  an  order 
or  sentence  ;  Fajer,  morning  ;  Ma- 
ti,  dead  ;  Maut,  death  ;  Laic,  de¬ 
cent;  Feker,  reflection  ;  Sualu  ju- 
vab,  question  and  answer;  Tabib, 
a  doctor;  Amur,  life  ;  Maf,  an  ex¬ 
cuse  ;  A dil,  just;  Hyran,  astonish¬ 
ed.  It  were  superfluous  to  multi- 
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ply  examples ;  the  first  inhabitants  an  admixture  of  Arabic  terms  con-, 
of  the  golden  Chersonesus  spoke  a  sequent  to  '  the  change  of  religion, 

dialect  of  the  Sanscrit  language;  has  produced  the  modern  Malayan. 

\  “ 


c€  A  Digest  of  Hindu  Law/ 

o  ur  last  publication  comprised 
a  succinct,  but  we  flatter  ourselves, 
no  uninteresting  sketch  of  the  law 
of  contracts,  as  delivered  by  the 
Jegiflators  of  ancient  India,  and 
modified  by  the  commentaries  of 
modern  lawyers.  In  the  perfor¬ 
mance  of  contracts,  and  succession 
to  property,  the  British  Parliament 
has  provided  that  the  Hindus  shall 
be  governed  by  their  own  laws  ; 
the  digeft  consequently  proceeds 
to  consider  the  doctrine  of  succes¬ 
sions  ;  and  in  pursuing  our  analy¬ 
sis  through  this  branch  of  jurispru¬ 
dence,  the  distinguished  talents  of 
Jagannatha  Tercapanchanana,  the 
venerable  compiler,  and  of  Mr. 
Colebrooke  the  translator,  will  not 
appear  less  conspicuous  than  in  the 
former. 

Sect.  I .  On  P  roperty.  The 
Indian  legislators,  have  not  traced 
the  gradual  existence  of  individual 
property  from  those  remote  ages, 
when,  erant  omnia  communior ,  et 
indivisa  omnibus.  Such  a  state 
of  society,  indeed,  is  no  less  in¬ 
compatible  with  their  mythologi¬ 
cal  history,  than  with  the  Mosaic 
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records,  in  which  the  right  of 
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property  derived  from  manual 
labour  is  recognised ,  ab  initio. — 

4  O 

Much  dialectic  subtlety  is  display¬ 
ed  in  the  definition  of  the  term 
“  property.”  44  Is  property  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  seven  categories,  sub- 
stance  and  the  rest,  or  is  it  distinct 
therefrom?”  According  to  one 
opinion,  44  property  is  a  certain 
faculty  subsisting  in  the  several  sub¬ 
stances;”  to  another,  44  owner¬ 
ship  is  a  relation  between  cause 


( continued  from  our  last  Register .) 

and  effect,  attached  to  the  owner 
who  is  predicated  of  particular  sub¬ 
stances,  and  subsisting  in  the  sub¬ 
stance  by  connection  with  the  pre¬ 
dicable.”  If  there  be  any  who 
doubt  the  analogy  between  the 
doctrines  of  the  Peripatetic  school, 
and  the  dialectic  system  comprised 
in  the  Nyaya  Sastra,  we  appre¬ 
hend  a  perusal  of  the  work  before 
us,  can  scarcely  fail  to  remove  his 
suspicions.  Whether  the  tradi¬ 
tion,  that  Aristotle  received  from 
India  by  means  of  Callisthenes,  a 
technical  system  of  logic,  be  fully 
corroborated  by  this  anology,  we 
presume  not  to  decide  ;  the  syllo¬ 
gistic  mode  of  reasoning  was  pre¬ 
valent  both  in  India  and  Greece, 
and  the  sera  of  Gautama  unques¬ 
tionably  preceded  by  many  centu¬ 
ries  the  existence  of  the  celebrated 
Stagyrite. 

44  Menu  : — ’After  the  death  of  the 
father  and  the  mother,  the  bro¬ 
thers  being  assembled,  may  divide 
among  themselves  in  equal  shares, 
the  paternal  and  maternal  estate  ; 
but  they  have  no  power  over  it 
while  their  parents  live,  unlels  the 
father  choose  to  distribute  it.” 
44  Nareda  :  —  The  father  being 
degraded,  or  become  an  anchoret, 
or  having  resigned,  or  deceasing 
naturally,  his  sons  may  divide  his 
estate.”  The  eldest  son  becomes 
the  manager  of  the  property,  dur¬ 
ing  the  absence  or  incapacity  of 
his  father  ;  a  partition  of  the  inhe¬ 
ritance  does  not  of  necessity  ensue, 
subsequent  to  his  demise,  and  on¬ 
ly  in  case  of  requisition  by  the 
younger  children,  for  whose  sub¬ 
sistence 


ACCOUNT  OF  BOOKS. 


43 


sistence  lie  is  otherwise  bound  to 
provide.  This  right  of  primoge¬ 
niture  rests  on  the  following-  text. 
4t  Menu  :  By  the  eldest,  at  the 
moment  of  his  birth,  the  father  ha¬ 
ving  begotten  a  son,  discharges  his 
debt  to  his  own  progenitors  :  the 
eldest  son,  therefore  ought,  before 
partition,  to  manage  the  whole  pa¬ 
trimony. 

<£  That  son  alone,  by  whose 
birth  he  discharges  his  debt,  and 
through  whom  he  obtains  immor¬ 
tality,  was  begotten  from  a  sense 
of  duty ;  all  the  rest  are  consider¬ 
ed  by  the  wise,  as  begotten  from 
love  of  pleasure.5  ’ 

Property  acquired  by  the  father, 
may  be  distributed  by  him  amongst 
his  sons  at  his  pleasure  ;  nor  is  tins 
absolutely  debarred  in  the  case  of 
inheritance.  But  “  Nareda  : — A 
father  has  no  power  if  his  intellect 
be  disturbed  by  sickness,  or  his 
mind  agitated  by  wrath,  or  his  af¬ 
fection  partially  set  on  the  son  of 
a  favorite  wife,  to  make  a  portion 
different  from  the  law  of  inheri¬ 
tance.”  That  law  directs  an  equal 
partition  among  uterine  brothers, 
or  brothers  of  the  same  class,  with 
an  addition  of  a  twentieth  to  the 
oldest  son.  Though  the  compiler 
remarks,  that  “  at  this  time  in  our 
country,  the  practice  of  deducting 
a  twentieth  part  or  the  like,  is  al¬ 
most  wholly  disused  :  but  some 
chattel  of  small  value  is  given  to 
theeldest  as  a  token  ofveneration.” 
Brothers  born  of  mothers  of  differ¬ 
ent  classes  are  suitably  apportion¬ 
ed. 

Chap.  2.  On  the  distribution  made 
la  a  father  in  his  lift  fane. 

We  find  the  following  rules  sug¬ 
gested  for  the  regulation  of  this  d;s- 
tribution,  yet  the  infringement  of 
some  is  rather  considered  as  a 
breach  of  moral  duty,  than  an  act 
tending  to  invalidate  the  settle¬ 
ment.  “  Nareda— When  the  mo¬ 


ther  is  too  aged  to  bear  more  sons, 
and  all  the  sisters  have  been  given 
away  in  marriage,  and  the  father 
either  refrains  from  pleasures,  or 
withdraws  from  worldly  concerns, 
then  shall  partition  be  made.”  At 
this  period  the  father  may  divide 
amongst  his  sons,  or  retain  pro¬ 
perty  acquired,  or  recovered  by 
him  ;  but  over  the  landed  patri¬ 
mony  the  father  and  son  have  equal 
dominion,  it  must  therefore  be 
equally  divided.  We  do  not  how¬ 
ever,  perceive,  that  the  sons  can 
at  any  time  compel  a  division, 
even  of  this  heritable  patrimony. 
Grandsons  and  great  grandsons, 
are  entitled  to  the  shares  of  their 
respective  fathers,  as  far  as  the 
fourth  in  descent.  “  Devala — As 
far  as  the  fourth  in  descent,  rela¬ 
tives  are  sapindas,  or  connected  by 
funeral  oblations,  beyond  him  the 
funeral  cake  is  rescinded  :  Sages 
declare  partition  of  inheritable  pro¬ 
perty  to  be  co-ordinate  with  the 
gift  of  funeral  cakes.”  The  effi¬ 
cacy  of  these  funeral  cakes  in  ac¬ 
complishing  the  beatitude  of  the 
deceased,  when  offerechby  his  pro¬ 
geny  within  the  fourth  generation, 
is  in  some  measure  considered  as 
the  price  paid  for  the  succession. 
This  notion  is  the  key  to  the  whole 
Indian  law  of  inheritance,  and 
hence  its  connection  with  the  ce¬ 
remonies  performed  at  obsequies. 

Chap.  3.  On  partition  among;  bro¬ 
thers. 

“  V yasa  :-For  brothers  acommon 
abode  is  ordained  so  long  as  both 
their  parents  live;  but,  by  making 
a  partition  after  the  death  of  their 
parents,  their  religious  duties  are 
multiplied.”  Hence  it  is  inferred 
that  the  common  property  should 
not  be  divided  till  subsequent  to 
the  death  of  both  parents.  The 
multiplication  of  religious  duties 
arises  from  the  separate  perfor¬ 
mance  of  rites  at  the  respective 
7  houses 
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houses  of  thebrothers.  t4  Y’ajnya- 
walcya  : — Let  the  sons,  after  the 
death  of  their  parents,  equally 
share  the  assets,  and  equally  pay 
the  debts  of  the  deceased.”  But 
this  equable  partition  seems  over¬ 
turned  by  a  text  which  afterwards 
occurs.  44  Vrihaspati  : — All  the 
sons  shall  succeed  to  their  father’s 
estate  as  is  ordained  ;  but  he  who 
is  distinguished  by  science  and 
good  conduct,  shall  take  a  greater 
share  than  the  rest.  Progenitors 
become  truly  the  parents  of  a  son, 
through  him  whose  fame  is  spread 
in  this  world,  for  science,  skill  in 
arts,  courage  or  Wealth,  and  for 
knowledge,  liberality  and  virtuous 
actions.”  We  presume  that  none 
of  the  sons  are  allowed  to  decide 
on  their  own  superior  merit,  yet 
the  legislator  has  omitted  to  speci¬ 
fy  whose  judgment  should  regu¬ 
late  this  important  point.  44  A 
share  of  the  heritage  with  the 
brothers  shall  be  allotted  to  their 
widows,  who  have  no  offspring, 
but  are  supposed  pregnant,  to  be 
field  by  them  until  they  severally 
bear  sons.”  If  none  is  born  the 
brothers  divide  the  share  reserved, 
and  support  the  widow  at  the 
•common  expence. — The  equal 
partition  prescribed,  extends  to 
every  species  of  property.  44  Vri- 
haspati  : — Thus  Menu  declared, 
that  household  utensils,  beasts  of 
burden,  weapons,  milch  cattle,  or¬ 
naments  and  slaves.,  must  be  di¬ 
vided,  when  discovered,  among 
the  heirs  ;  and  that,  if  effects  are 
justly  suspected  to  be  hidden,  a 
discovery  must  be  obtained  by  the 
Cosha.”  The  Cosha  is  a  particu¬ 
lar  form  of  trial  by  ordeal.  44  Me¬ 
nu  :■ — To  the  unmarried  daughters 
let  their  brothers  give  portions 
out  of  their  own  allotments  respec¬ 
tively  :  let  each  give  a  fourth  part 
of  his  own  distinct  share  ;  and 
they  who  refuse  to  .give  shall  be 


degraded.’’  The  commentator 
explains  the  portion  of  the  daugh¬ 
ter  to  be  appropriated  solely"  to 
defray  the  charges  of  her  nuptials, 
in  a  manner  suitable  to  her  rank  ; 
consequently,  if  requisite,  as  far  as 
the  proportion  of  a  fourth,  must 
be  given  by  the  brothers  for  that 
purpose.  The  expences  attending 
the  several  religious  ceremonies 
for  younger  brothers,  tor  whom 
they  have  not  yet  been  performed, 
must  also  be  deducted  from  the 
common  stock.  44  Menu  : — -Let 
the  father  himself  perform  the 
eight  ceremonies  which  perfect 
the  birth  of  a  twice  born  man,  like 
the  ceremony  on  conception  :  or 
on  failure  of  him,  let  another  per¬ 
form  them  in  regular  order.  But 
let  not  a  twice  born  man  remain 
a  single  instant  excluded  from  the 
four  orders.”  We  extract  Mr. 
Colebrooke’s  instructive  account 
of  the  ceremonies  above  alluded 
to. 

44  By  these  ceremonies  I  understand, 
1st.  J’atacarma;  a  ceremony  ordained  ©n 
the  birth  of  a  male,  before  the  section  ©f 
the  navel  string,  and  which  consists  in 
making  him  taste  clarified  butter,  out  of 
a  golden  spoon.  2d.  Na  mac  a  ran  a ;  cere¬ 
mony  on  giving  a  name,  performed  on 
the  10th  day  after  birth  •  or  on  the  11th, 
12th,  and  even  101st  day.  3d.  Nishera- 
mana  ;  carrying  the  child  out  of  the 
house,  to  see  the  moon*  on  the  third 
lunar  day  of  the  third  light  fortnight 
after  his  birth  •,  or  to  see  the  sun  in  the 
third  and  fourth  month.  4th.  Anna- 
prasana  ;  feeding  the  child  with  rice  in 
the  sixth  or  eighth  month,  or  when  he 
has  cut  teeth.  5t.h.  Chudacarana  ;  the 
ceremony  of  tonsure,  performed  in  the 
second  or  third  year  after  bbtli  6th. 
Upanayana  ;  investiture  with  the  marks 
of  the  class,  performed  in  the  eighth, 
year  from  the  conception  of  aBrahmana; 
but  it  may  be  anticipated  in  the  fifth,  or 
be  delayed  to  the  sixteenth  year.  7th. 
Savitri  •  the  ceremony  of  investiture 
hallowed  by  the  Gayatri,  which  must 
not  be  delayed  for  a  Brahmana  beyond 
the  sixteenth  year ;  it  should  be  per¬ 
formed  on  the  fourth  day  after  the  first 
investiture.  8th,  Samavartana  ;  cere¬ 
mony 
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inony  on  the  return  of  the  student  from 
his  preceptor’s  house.  The  whole  num¬ 
ber  of  ceremonies  called  Sanscara,  as 
expiating  the  sinful  taint  contracted  in 
the  mother’s  womb,  and  as  effecting  re¬ 
gen  ovation,  in  other  words,  as  perfecting 
the  class  of  a  twice  born  man,  are  ten. 
To  the  eight  ceremonies  now  enumer- 
ated  must  therefore  be  added  the  cere¬ 
mony  which  precedes  conception,  atid 
marriage,  which  is  the  last  ofthese  sacra¬ 
ments  ” 

A  coheir  is  not  compelled  to 
refund  money  disbursed  before 
partition  ;  but  a  double  share  ot 
the  property  is  usually  allotted  to 
him,  through  whose  industry  it 
was  acquired.  A  disquistion  en¬ 
sues  relative  to  sons  born  of 
mothers  of  different  classes,  which 
might  suggest  some  important  in¬ 
ferences  :  in  fact  we  find  the  casts 
in  the  age  of  the  legislators  quoted, 
were  by  no  means  separated  by 
such  infrangible  barriers  as  at  pre¬ 
sent.  A  Brahmana  might  choose 
a  wife  from  each  of  the  inferior 
classes,  so  that  only  the  Sudra,  the 
lowest  of  all,  was  strictly  excluded 
from  this  privilege.  Such  mar¬ 
riages  are,  indeed,  censured  as  im~ 
moral,  but  not  prohibited  as  crimi¬ 
nal,  excepting  in  the  Cali  age  ;  the 
text  presents  a  singular  association, 
worthy  the  attention  of  those  desir¬ 
ous  to  investigate  the  state  of  antient 
India.  44  Vrihat  Narediya  Pur- 
ana  : — Undertaking  sea  voyages 
to  circumnavigate  the  ocean  ;  the 
carrying  of  a  water  pot  by  a  house¬ 
holder  ;  the  marriage  of  twice  born 
men  with  damsels  unequal  in 
class  :  the  wise  have  declared, 
that  these  practices  must  be  avoid¬ 
ed  in  the  Cali  age.”  Here  we 
find  the  strict  prohibition  of  inter¬ 
mixture  of  class,  coeval  with  that 
of  maritime  enterprise  ;  both  then 
were  admissible  at  an  earlier  period, 
and  if  the  Sanscrit  language  bears 
a  striking  analogy  with  that  of  the 
Greeks  and  Romans,  whilst  those 
of  intermediate  nations  other  no 


affinity,  the  connection  must  be 
traced  to  a  period  when  the  Hin¬ 
dus  circumnavigated  the  ocean. 

“  Menu  : — A  son  begotten  thro* 
luff  on  a  Sudra  by  a  man  of  the 
priestly  class,  is  even  as  a  corpse 
though  alive,  and  is  thence  called 
in  law  a  living  corpse/’ — The 
word  is  Cunapa.  Might  not  this 
text  throw  some  light  on  the  story 
mentioned  by  Syncellus,  of  a  dy- 
nastry  of  dead  men  who  reigned 
in  Egypt,  and  from  one  of  whom. 
Canopus  is  by  some  thought  to 
have  received  its  name  ? 

Chap.  4.  “  On  Sons  legitimate 

and  adopted.  ’  ’ 

The  several  modes  of  filiation 
are  thus  enumerated.  ££  Menu  : 
—  1.  Of  the  twelve  sons  of  men 
whom  Menu  sprung  from  the 
self-existent,  has  named,  six  are 
kinsmen  and  heirs  :  six  not  heirs, 
except  to  their  own  father,  but 
kinsmen. 

“2.  The  son  begotten  by  a  man 
himself  in  lawful  wedlock,  the  son 
of  his  wife  begotten  by  a  kinsman 
duly  appointed,  a  son  given  to  him, 
a  son  made  or  adopted,  a  son  of 
concealed  birth,  or  whose  real 
father  cannot  be  known,  and  a 
son  rejected  by  his  natural  parents, 
are  the  next  kinsmen  and  heirs. 

££  3.  The  son  of  a  young  woman 
unmarried,  the  son  of  a  pregnant 
bride,  a  son  bought,  a  son  by  a 
twice  married  woman,  a  son  self¬ 
given,  and  a  son  by  a  Sudra  are 
the  six  kinsmen,  but  not  heirs  to 
collaterals/ * 

By  adoption,  a  son  loses  all 
claim  to  the  family  and  estate  of 
his  natural  father  ;  it  is  invalid  if 
the  ceremony  of  tonsure  had  been 
previously  performed,  or  if  the 
child  had  past  his  fifth  year. 
After  defining  what  the  law  un- 
derstatlds  by  a  son  begotten  in 
lawful  wedlock,  the  commentator 
proceeds  to  the  next  in  rank,  or 

son 
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son  begotten  on  the  body  of  an  ap¬ 
pointed  daughter.  “  Vasist’ha 
She  who  has  no  brothers  acquires 
filiation,  reverting  to  the  family  of 
her  :  ancestors  ;  the  appointed 
daughter  is  considered  as  the  third 
son,  but  equal  to  the  son  of  the 
Body,  for  she  may  perform  his 
duties.  “  Menu  : — He  who  has 
no  son  may  appoint  his  daughter 
in  this  manner  to  raise  up  a  son 
tor  him,  saying  :  the  male  child 
who  shall  be  born  from  her  in 
wedlock,  shall  be  mine,  for  the 
purpose  of  performing  my  obse¬ 
quies.”  Thus  in  the  descent  of 
property,  a  daughter’s  son,  after 
such  appointment,  is  considered 
as  a  grandson  in  the  male  line. 
T  he  appointment  whether  public, 
or  merely  mental,  is  nevertheless 
valid,  and  deprives  the  natural 
father  of  all  civil  rights  over  his 
son,  who  is  thereby  affiliated  to 
the  maternal  grandfather.  The 
third  mode  of  filiation  is  by  ap¬ 
pointing  a  wife  to  raise  up  pro¬ 
geny  by  a  kinsman,  or  person  of 
superior  class  ;  if  the  appointment 
be  regular  and  the  prescribed  cere¬ 
monies  observed,  the  offspring  is 
son  of  both  fathers  and  succeeds  to 
the  property  of  both. 

'I  he  fourth  rank  in  affiliation  is 
held  by  the  son  of  concealed  birth. 
“  Menu  : — In  whose  mansion  so¬ 
ever  a  male  child  shall  be  brought 
forth,  by  a  married  woman  whose 
husband  has  been  long  absent,  if 

O  7 

the  real  father  cannot  he  discover¬ 
ed,  he  is  called  a  son  of  concealed 
birth.”  When  the  real  father  is 
known,  it  becomes  a  question  to 
whom  the  son  belongs,  which  leads 
to  a  curious  discussion  on  the  re¬ 
lative  superiority  of  the  male'and 
female  powers  of  generation,  to 
which  we  allude,  from  its  exhibit¬ 
ing  the  principles  of  the  atomic 
philosophy  as  delivered  by  Epi¬ 
curus,  and  maintained  by  the  sect 


of  Udajmcharana  at  this  day? 
“  Menu: — The  woman  is  consi¬ 
dered  in  law  as  the  field,  and  the 
man  as  the  grain  ;  now  vegetable 
bodies  are  formed  by  the  united 
operation  of  the  seed  and  the 
field.”  But  to  determine  their 
relative  importance,  the  commen¬ 
tator  proceeds  to  observe,  “  that 
the  constituent  particles  of  earth 
might  be  supposed  to  enter  into 
the  plant,  because  vegetation  con¬ 
sists  in  the  increase  of  component 
parts :  but  the  inference  would 
not  be  accurate  ;  for  the  properties 
of  the  soil,  such  as  blackness  and 
the  rest,  are  not  found  in  vege- 

4  ,  O 

tating  bodies,  although  their  com- 
ponent  parts  be  increased.  As  a 
jar  produced  from  a  black  lump 
of  clay  is  black,  not  so  those  vege¬ 
table  substances.  It  should  not 
be  objected,  that  the  plant  pro¬ 
duced  from  grain,  does  not  retain 
the  small  bulk  of  the  seed  ;  a 
small  germin  is  first  produced 
from  the  minute  originary  par¬ 
ticles  of  the  seed,  which  becomes 
fixed  ;  afterwards  the  same  plant 
grows  by  assimilating  particles  of 
earth  and  of  water,  which  are 
most  important  in  comparison 
with  those  which  are  foreign. 

“  Seed  watered  in  a  vessel  of 
hardest  iron  puts  forth  a  shoot, 
even  without  soil  ;  but  earth  alone, 
sprinkled  with  water,  produces  no 
plant  without  seed.  Does  not 
earth  sprinkled  with  w’ater  pro¬ 
duce  grass  and  other  plants,  which 
have  not  been  sown?  And  is  it 
not  consequently  found  that,  in 
some  i instances,  soil  does  produce 
plants  without  seed  ?  To  the 
question  proposed,  the  answer  is, 
no ;  for  even  seed  appertains  to 
the  terrene  element.  All  ve^e*- 

.  _  a 

table,  mineral,  and  animal  bodies 
are  produced  from  the  minutest 
particles  of  earth,  called  atoms,  by 
means  of.  inchoative  union  ;  but 

such 


ACCOUNT  OF  BOOKS 


47 


Such  particles  being  in  no  respect 
dissimilar,  since  they  are  eternal, 
the  plastic  centers  of  various  kinds 
spring  from  adhesions  mutually 
dissimilar.”  Here  we  find  our 
author  explaining  the  theory  of 
vegetation  on  the  principles  of  the 
Epicurean  school. 

— u  eadem  frugcs,  arliusta,  animan- 
teis ; 

Si  non  omnia  sint,  at  multo  maxima  pars 

est 

Consimilis :  verum  positura  discrepitant 

Another  solution  derived  from  the 
Poufanicaor  mythological  system, 
afterwards  occurs,  in  which  the 
deity  is  represented  as  diffusing 
the  seeds  of  organized  beings 
through  the  universe.  “  This 

o 

universe,  of  moving  and  unmoving 
beings  is  celebrated  as  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  that  prolific  seed  which 
was  sown  in  the  waters  by  thee, 
O  unborn  being.” 

The  fifth  in  rank  according  to 
the  arrangement  adopted  by  our 
author  on  the  authority  of  Y’ajnya- 
walcya,  is  the  son  born  of  an  un¬ 
married  woman  ;  he  is  considered 
as  the  son  of  his  maternal  grand¬ 
father,  if  he  be  destitute  of  male 
progeny.  Next  to  him  is  classed 
a  son  by  his  twice  married  wo¬ 
man,  who  belongs  to  his  natural 
father;  in  these  doubtful  filiations, 
which  are  always  mentioned  with 
disapprobation,  the  virtue  of  the 
litigants  is  stated  to  deserve  weight. 
We  insert  an  illustration  of  this 
singular  doctrine,  which  occurs 

O  % 

here.  “  As  in  the  case  of  wit¬ 
nesses,  should  an  equal  number  on 
both  sides  give  contradictory  evi¬ 
dence,  it  is  directed  by  Y  ’ajnya- 
walcya  that  their  characters  be 
taken  into  consideration,  so  in  the 
present  case  also  the  same  princi¬ 
ple  must  be  adopted.”  Y’ajnya- 
walcya  having  noticed  six  sons 
affiliated  through  a  right  derived 


either  from  the  seed  or  receptacle, 
proceeds  to  mention  six  other  sons 
adopted  without  any  such  claim  ; 
and  first  he  describes  the  son 
given,  because  he  holds,  pre-emi¬ 
nence  among  them.  “  Vasist’ba  ; 
—  Both  parents  have  power,  for 
just  reasons,  to  give,  to  sell,  or  to 
desert  a  son  ;  but  let  no  man  give 
or  accept  an  only  son,'  since  he 
must  remain  to  raise  up  a  progeny 
for  the  obsequies  of  ancestors. 
Nor  let  a  woman  give  or  accept  a 
son,  unless  with  the  assent  of  her 
lord.  He  who  means  to  adopt  a 
son,  must  assemble  his  kinsman, 
give  humble  notice  to  the  king; 
and  then,  having  made  an  oblation 
to  fire  with  words  from  the  Veda, 
in  the  midst  of  his  dwelling-house, 
he.  may  receive,  as  his  son  by 
adoption,  a  boy  nearly  allied  to 
him,  or  on  failure  of  such,  even 
one  remotely  allied.”  The  above 
form  is  the  only  one  held  valid  in 
the  present  age ;  the  boy  thus 
adopted  becomes  entitled  to  a 
maintenance,  but  his  succession 
to  the  estate  depends  on  his  future 
conduct  :  it  implies  also  that  he 
is  of  equal  class  with  his  adopted 
father.  The  same  rights  and 
restriction  devolve  to  the  eighth, 
or  son  bought.  The  ninth  is  a 
son  made  by  adoption,  it  is  under¬ 
stood  of  an  orphan,  of  equal  class, 
and  under  the  age  of  five  years. 
The  next  is  a  son  sell-given  to  the 
adopter,  who  though  mentioned 
subsequently  has  precedence  over 
the  last ;  the  son  of  a  pregnant 
bride  succeeds,  who  if  his  natural 
father  be  unknown  is  accounted 
son  of  the  bridegroom  ;  the  ele¬ 
venth  is  a  son  rejected  by  his  na¬ 
tural  parents,  and  the  last  in  rank 
is  the  son  begotten  through  lust 
on  a  Sudra  woman.  “  Menu  : — 
On  failure  of  the  best,  and  of  the 
next  best  among  those  twelve  sons, 
let  the  inferior  in  order  take  the 

heritage  ; 
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heritage  ;  but  if  there  be  many  of 
equal  rank,  let  all  be  skaters  of  the 
estate.” — We  have  been  thus  par¬ 
ticular  in  explaining  the  antient 
law  of  affiliation  and  succession, 
as  it  will  be  found  to  illustrate 
many  transactions  recorded  in  the 
Poranas.  But  those  laws  are  now 
obsolete,  since  among  the  twelve 
descriptions  of  sons  begotten  in 
lawful  wedlock  and  the  rest,  any 
others  but  the  son  of  the  body  and 
the  son  given  are  forbidden  in  the 
Cali  age.  “  Vasist’ha: — The 
endless  abodes  are  allotted  to  those 
who  leave  male  issue  ;  it  is  re¬ 
corded,  that  heaven  is  not  for  him 
who  leaves  no  male  progeny.” 

Chap .  5.  On  Exclusion  from  Par¬ 
ticipation. — A  vicious  son  or  bro¬ 
ther,  an  outcast,  a  professed 
enemy  to  his  father,  an  eunuch,  a 
leper,  a  madman,  an  ideot,  an  im¬ 
postor,  and  a  man  born  blind, 
deaf,  or  lame,  are  excluded  from 
heritable  successions,  but  all  en¬ 
titled  to  maintenance  from  the  next 
heir,  excepting  the  outcast,  and 
his  offspring.  The  commentator 
is  chiefly  employed  in  supplying 
strict  definitions  of  the  import  of 
the  above  terms.  Their  sons, 
however,  are  intitled  to  succeed 
if  the  same  cause  of  exclusion  does 
not  subsist.  Eight  sorts  of  le¬ 
prosy  are  enumerated;  this  disease 
is  considered  as  the  effect  of  some 
heinous  crime  committed  in  a  pre¬ 
vious  state  of  existence  ;  and  cre¬ 
mation  and  funeral  rites  are  denied 
to  the  persons  afflicted  with  it. 
Some  curious  analogies  occur  be¬ 
tween  the  Levitical  and  Hindu 
codes  in  the  case  of  elephantiasis. 
The  wives  and  daughters  of  per¬ 
sons  excluded  from  succession  are 
intitled  to  a  maintenance  from  the 
heir;  and  to  complete  the  list  of 
these  exclusions,  we  must  add  the 
issue  of  marriages  in  the  inverse 
order  of  the  classes,  spurious  off¬ 


spring,  and  persons  who  have  re¬ 
tired  from  the  world  for  religious 
purposes. 

Certain  property  too,  is  ex¬ 
cluded  from  participation  ;  in  this 
predicament  stands  whatever  is 
defined  the  acquisition  of  science, 
or  of  valour,  where  the  persona] 
merit  of  the  acquirer  alone,  was 
the  cause  of  the  property.  “  Ca- 
tyayana  : — What  has  been  ac¬ 
quired  by  learning,  after  instruc¬ 
tions  received  from  a  stranger,  and 
a  maintenance  provided  by  one  of 
a  different  family,  is  called  wealth 
gained  by  learning.  What  is 
gained  by  proving  superior  learn¬ 
ing,  after  a  prize  has  been  offered 
by  some  third  person,  must  be 
considered  as  the  acquisition  of  a 
scholar,  and  ought  not  in  general 
to  be  divided  among  coheirs.  So 
what  has  been  received  as  a  gift 
from  a  pupil,  as  a  gratuity  for  the 
performance  of  a  sacrifice,  as  a  fee 
for  answering  a  point  in  casuistry, 
or  for  ascertaining  a  doubtful  point 
of  law  :  or  what  has  been  gained 
as  a  reward  for  displaying  know¬ 
ledge,  or  for  victory  in  a  learned 
contest,  or  for  reading  the  Veda 
with  transcendent  ability.”  Such 
wealth  have  the  sages  declared  to 
be  the  acquisition  of  science,  and 
not  subject  to  distribution ;  and 
the  law7  is  the  same  in  regard  to 
liberal  and  elegant  arts,  and  to  in¬ 
crease  of  price  from  superior  skill 
in  them.  4 4  Parceners  are  not 
obliged  to  share  their  separate  ac¬ 
quisitions,  unless  maintained  by 
the  joint  stock  during  the  period 
of  acquisition,  or  enabled  to  gain  it 
by  instruction  received  in  the  fa¬ 
mily,  in  which  case  they  are  only 
entitled  to  a  double  share.  Gifts 
proceeding  from  personal  attach¬ 
ment  are  not  partible  ;  apparel,  or¬ 
naments,  cattle  and  female  slaves, 
if  they  cannot  be  equally  distri¬ 
buted  among  the  coheirs,  may  be 
*  sold 
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sold  and  the  produce  divided,  or 
successively  enjoyed  by  each. 
Land  lost  to  the  family  but  reco¬ 
vered  by  the  exertions  of  a  single 
heir,  shall  be  divided,  after  allot¬ 
ting  him  a  fourth.  Wealth  gained 
by  valour  which  constitutes  the 
remaining  exception  is  thus  de¬ 
fined.  “  Menu  : — When  favour 
is  shewn  by  a  leader,  pleased  with 
a  gallant  action  which  a  soldier 
performs,  well  knowing  his  dan¬ 
ger.  Whatever  is  then  received 
as  a  reward  shall  be  considered  as 
wealth  gained  by  valour  :  that, 
and  what  is  taken  under  a  stand¬ 
ard,  are  declared  not  to  be  par¬ 
tible.’ ’ 

Chap.  6.  On  partible  Property. — 
With  the  exceptions  above  stated 
all  other  property  is  divisible 
amongst  the  coheirs,  after  the 
payment  of  just  debts,  and  the  ful¬ 
filment  of  legal  promises.  Undue 
expences  and  alienations  of  any  of 
the  parceners  shall,  if  discovered, 
become  part  of  his  allotment; 
(i  for  the  patrimony  cannot  be 
aliened  by  one  parcener  on  his  se¬ 
parate  account.”  If  it  be  after¬ 
wards  discovered  that  a  part  of  the 
assets  belonging  to  the  deceased, 
has  been  fraudulently  concealed, 
it  shall  be  divided  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  rest,  but  no  punish¬ 
ment  inflicted  on  the  culprit ;  a 
new  partition  may  be  required,  if 
strong  circumstances  occur  to  in¬ 
dicate  that  the  first  was  unjust, 
but  otherwise  a  coheir  claiming  a 
new  division  incurs  an  amerce¬ 
ment.  If  it  be  disputed  whether 
a  partition  has  previously  been 
made,  the  proofs  of  it  are  derived 
from  separate  acts  of  ownership 
performed  by  the  coheirs.  “  Na- 
reda  : — V\  hen  coheirs  have  made 
a  partition,  the  acts  of  giving  and 
receiving  cattle,  grain,  houses, 
land,  houshold  establishments, 
dressing  victuals,  religious  duties, 
VOL.  III. 


income  and  expences,  are  to  be 
Considered  as  separate,  and  as 
proofs  of  a  partition.”  The  legal 
terms  which  should  be  included 
in  the  record  of  distribution,  are 
afterwards  specified  ;  possession 
is  considered  as  the  most  irrefra¬ 
gable  proof  of  title,  and  that  of  a 
part  is  construed  to  extend  to  the 
whole  of  the  chattels  included  in 
the  same  grant.  iUtitle  is  gained 
b  -  undisturbed  possession  during 
t  wenty  years,  and,  on  the  contrary, 
forfeited  by  silent  neglect  during 
the  same  period. 

Chap .  7 .  On  the  Rights  of  Coheirs • 
—After  partition,  whether  before 
or  after  the  death  of  the  father, 
each  of  the  parceners  has  a  distinct 
power  to  alienate  his  own  share  ; 
should  a  son  be  born  subsequent 
to  such  partition  he  succeeds  to 
the  whole  portion  reserved  by  his 
father.  A  partner  living  abroad 
and  returning  after  partition,  shall 
have  his  share  made  up  by  a  pro¬ 
portionate  deduction  from  each  of 
the  coheirs  ;  his  title  is  not  subject 
to  reduction  by  twenty  years  ad¬ 
verse  possession,  and  his  posterity, 
even  to  the  seventh  generation 
from  the  original  proprietor,  may 
still  compel  the  payment  of  his 
share,  or  a  new  distribution. 

Chap.  8.  On  collateral  Succession. 
— On  failure  of  male  issue  either 
by  generation,  adoption,  or  any 
of  the  modes  of  affiliation  above 
enumerated,  the  widow  who  per¬ 
forms  the  prescribed  duties  shall 
succeed  to  the  whole  estate. — ■ 
“  Vrihaspati  : — In  scripture,  in. 
law,  in  sacred  ordinances,  in  po¬ 
pular  usage,  a  wife  is  declared  by 
the  wise  to  be  half  the  body  of  her 
husband,  equally  sharing  the  fruit 
of  pure  and  impure  acts.  Of  him 
whose  wife  is  not  deceased,  half 
the  body  survives  ;  how  should 
another  take  the  property  while 
half  the  body  of  the  owner  lives?” 
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The  duties  prescribed  to  the  wi¬ 
dowed  female  are,  indeed,  abun¬ 
dantly  austere,  but  we  here  see 
how  far  voluntary  cremation  is, 
from  being  a  positive  injunction  of 
the  Hindu  code,  since  the  estate  of 
the  deceased  devolves  to  the  ex¬ 
clusion  of  brothers  and  all  but 
male  issue.  After  her  demise  it 
v  devolves  to  the  legal  heirs  of  her 
husband.  44  Vrihaspati  : — Those 
near  or  distant  kinsmen,  who,  be¬ 
coming  her  opponents,  injure  the 
property  of  a  woman,  let  the  king 
chastise  with  the  punishment  of  a 
robber.”  We  will  now  content 
ourselves  with  exhibiting  the  or¬ 
der  of  collateral  succession  as  spe¬ 
cified  in  a  text  of  Vishnu,  without 
stating  the  exceptions  to  which 
it  may  be  incidentally  subject. 
44  Vishnu  : — The  wealth  of  him 
who  leaves  no  male  issue  goes  to 
his  wife  ;  on  failure  of  her,  to  his 
daughter  ;  if  she  be  dead,  to  the 
son  of  a  daughter  ;  if  there  be  no 
such  grandson,  to  the  father  ;  in 
his  default,  to  the  mother  ;  on 
failure  of  her,  to  the  brother  ;  if  he 
be  dead,  to  the  brother’s  sons  :  in 
default  of  these,  to  the  remoter 
kinsman  ;  on  failure  of  kindred, 
to  one  descended  from  the  same 
original  stock  ;  if  there  be  none 
such,  to  the  fellow  student ;  011 
failure  of  him,  to  the  king,  except 
the  property  of  a  Brahmana.” 
The  age  of  minority  for  the  three 
first  classes,  is  limited  by  their  re¬ 
turn  from  the  houses  of  their  pre¬ 
ceptors  ;  for  the  lowest,  to  sixteen 
years  ;  the  king  is  the  universal 
guardian  of  minors  and  widows. 
Excepting  in  the  case  of  escheats, 
it  is  a  general  rule  of  law,  44  that 
he  who  takes  the  estate  shall  per¬ 
form  the  obsequies.”  The  above 
rules  apply  to  the  order  of  house¬ 
keepers,  but  44  Yajnyawalcyu  : 
The  heirs  of  a  hermit,  of  an  an¬ 
chorite,  and  of  a  student  in  theo*. 


logy,  are,  in  inverse  order,  the 
spiritual  teacher,  the  virtuous  pu-» 
pil ,  and  the  brother  by  religious 
duties  being  pupil  of  the  same 
preceptor.”  A  section  here  oc¬ 
curs  on  a  second  partition,  after 
re-union  of  parceners  ;  in  this 
event  the  rights  of  primogeniture 
are  not  acknowledged  by  any  ad¬ 
ditional  allotment ;  should  one  of 
the  re-united  parceners  die  with¬ 
out  issue,  the  joint  estate  becomes 
the  sole  property  of  the  survivor. 

Chap.  9.  On  Succession  to  Fe~ 
males.-^ The  first  section  is  occu¬ 
pied  in  defining  what  is  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  the  exclusive  property 
of  women,  which  is  stated  to  be 
six-fold.  44  Menu  : — What  was 
given  before  the  nuptial  fire,  what 
was  given  at  the  bridal  procession, 
what  was  given  in  token  of  love, 
and  what  was  received  from  a 
mother,  a  brother,  or  a  father, 
are  considered  as  the  six-fold  se¬ 
parate  property  of  a  married  wo¬ 
man.”  Over  property  accruing 
in  any  other  mode,  her  husband 
has  a  controul.  The  estate  de¬ 
volving  to  her  by  his  death  with¬ 
out  male  issue,  is,  as  we  have  al¬ 
ready  stated,  the  property  of  his 
legal  heirs  after  the  demise  of  the 
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widow.  To  the  exclusive  pro¬ 
perty  of  women,  daughters  suc¬ 
ceed  in  preference  to  sons,  and  an 
unmarried  daughter  in  preference 
to  one  who  is  married.  In  case 
of  her  death  without  issue,  her  fa¬ 
ther  is  heir  in  some  instances,  her 
husband  in  others,  and  sometimes 
her  brothers;  the  principal  cir¬ 
cumstances  which  regulate  this 
succession  derive  from  the  form  of 
marriage  by  which  the  parties 
were  united,  but  the  succession  of 
brothers  is  confined  to  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  an  unmarried  sister. 

To  this  concise  summary  of  the 
principal  enactments  of  the  Hindu 
code  compiled  by  the  orders  of  the 
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Bengal  government,  it  was  our  in¬ 
tention  to  have  subjoined  some  his¬ 
torical  illustrations,  with  a  view 
ot  the  state  of  society  resulting 
from  this  specific  system  of  juris¬ 
prudence,  and  a  succinct  account 


of  the 


legislators 


whose  labours 


have  completed  the  fabric,  of 
which  the  institutes  of  Menu  laid 
the  foundation.  This  plan,  how¬ 
ever,  we  have  been  induced  to  re¬ 
linquish  as  better  calculated  for  a 
distinct  disquisition,  than  the  con¬ 
fined  limits  of  a  critical  analysis. 

* 


Observations  on  the  Report  of  the  Directors  of  the  East  India 
Comp  any,  respecting  the  Trade  between  India  and  Europe,  bp  Thomas 
Henchman,  Esq.  to  which  is  added ,  an  Appendix,  containing  the  Papers, 
referred  to  in  the  Work .”  pp.  229. — qto.  Gil  let,  1801. 

A  Letter  to  Sir  William  Pulteney,  Bart.  Member  for  Shrews¬ 
bury,  on  the  Subject  of  the  Trade  between  India  and  Europe ,  bp  Sir 
George  Dallas,  Bart .  Member  for  Newport .  ”  pp.  102.  qto. 
Stockdale,  1802. 


Though  some  months  inter¬ 
vened  between  the  publication 
of  Mr.  Henchman’s  disquisition 
and  that  of  Sir  George  Dallas,  yet 
the  arguments  adduced  in  both  are 
either  identical,  or  so  nearly  simi¬ 
lar,  that  we  have  thought  it  ne- 
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ce'Ssary,  in  order  to  avoid  repeti¬ 
tion,  to  consider  them  conjointly. 
Both  oppugn  the  arguments  and 
resolutions  of  the  Court  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  in  so  far  as  they  exclude 
India-built  shipping  from  the 
Thames ;  those  arguments  are  con¬ 
tained  in  a  Report  drawn  up,  cer¬ 
tainly,  with  ability,  and  attributed, 
we  believe  justly,  to  Mr  Grant 
the  Director,  to  which  consequent¬ 
ly  it  is  in  the  first  instance  neces¬ 
sary  to  advert. 

In  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Chair¬ 
man  in  April  1800,  Mr  Dundas 
presses  the  subject  on  the  attention 
of  the  Directors,  anrd  states  his  own 
•sentiments  pn  it  in  a  very  explicit 
manner.  'The  government  of  In¬ 
dia  and  monopoly  of  the  trade, 
should  remain  as  at  present  in  the 
hands  ot  the  Last  India  Company  ; 
but  he  considers  it  equally  true  ; 
if,  “  That  the  exportable  produce 
of  India,  exceeds  what  at  present 


the  capital  of  the  Company  is  ca« 
pable  ofembracing;  and  2 dip.  That 
the  monopoly  of  the  Company  does 
not  rest  on  principles  of  colonial 
exclusion  ;  for  the  trade  to  and 
from  India,  is  open  to  the  subjects 
of  other  countries  in  amity  with 
Great  Britain.”  No  commercial 
agents  should  be  permitted  to  re¬ 
side  there,  except  under  the  per¬ 
mission  and  control  of  the  Com¬ 
pany ;  “  it  would  rapidly,  though 
insensibly,  lead  to  the  settlement 
and  colonization  of  the  worst  kind 
of  adventurers  taking  root  in  that 
country,  than  which  there  could 
not  be  a  more  fatal  blow  to  the 
permanence  of  the  British  power 
and  pre-eminence  in  India.”  The 
conclusion  drawn  by  the  Rig  ht 
Honourable  Gentleman  is,  that 
the  surplus  produce  of  India,  should 
be  considered  as  the  means  of  trans¬ 
ferring  the  fortunes  of  the  servants 
there  to  Great  Britain,  and  that 
by  the  conveyance  of  India  built 
shipping.  That  India  ships  should 
be  employed  for  this  purpose,  he 
contends,  if.  From  the  policy  of 
proportioning  the  regular  tonnage 
to  the  expected  investment;  and 
2<r//?/,  From  the  tried  inefficacy  of 
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the  tonnage  allotted  in  them  for 
private  goods. 

The  Report  of  the  Court  of  Di¬ 
rectors,  prepared  in  consequence 
of  the  above  requisition,  is  dated 
in  January  1801.  They  observe, 
that  “  innovation  once  admitted, 
cannot  easily  be  set  aside,  but  ra¬ 
ther  has  the  power  of  acquiring  in 
every  step  it  proceeds,  an  increased 
impulse  towards  further  advance¬ 
ment.”  The  capital  applicable  to 
this  trade,  say  they,  is  coeval  with 
the  acquisition  of  the  Dewani,when 
the  rapid  and  immense  fortunes  of 
individuals  finding  no  mode  of  re¬ 
mittance  through  the  Company, 
naturally  flowed  through  foreign 
channels.  British  merchants  at 
last  engaged  in  it  clandestinely,  to 
whom  remittances  were  the  means, 
not  the  motives,  of  trade.  In  1793, 
it  was  to  a  certain  degree  legalized, 
by  permitting  British  residents  in 
India  not  only  to  act  for  foreigners, 
but  to  export  from  thence  annually 
&  certain  quantity  of  goods  in  the 
Company’s  ships.  But  this  in¬ 
dulgence  was  primarily  conceded 
to  British  manufacturers,  who 
have  not  availed  themselves  of  it  ; 
on  the  other  hand,  the  free  mer¬ 
chants  of  India  state  the  uncertain¬ 
ty,  expence,  and  delay,  attending 
their  trade  conveyed  through  the 
medium  of  the  regular  ships,  as 
equal  to  a  continuance  of  the  pro¬ 
hibition,  and  enlarge  on  the  ad¬ 
vantages  which  must  accrue  to 
both  countries,  from  the  removal 
of  impolitic  restrictions.  Whilst 
the  Directors  candidly  admit  the 
inconveniences  individuals  might 
have  sustained  from  the  uncertain 
departures  of  their  ships  in  time  of 
war ;  they  state  it  as  a  probable 
conjecture,  that  independently  of 
the  profits  of  trade,  the  mere  pro¬ 
fit  on  their  ships  might  be  an  ob¬ 
ject  with  the  free  merchants.  Their 
advocates  in  England  contend  for 


it  as  a  right  inherent  in  British  stib** 
jeCts,  to  export  their  own  goods 
in  their  own  ships;  if  granted  to 
one  class  it  does  not  appear  how 
others  can  be  excluded;  the  trade 
will  be  conducted  on  the  same  prin¬ 
ciples  as  that  to  the  American  co¬ 
lonies,  and  colonization  will  ensue 
as  a  natural  consequence.  The 
fair  line  of  policy  with  regard  to 
foreigners,  is  to  allow  them  to 
supply  their  own  wants,  by  their 
own  funds,  but  to  prevent  them 
from  trading  on  British  capital  : 
their  right  to  trade  there  is  coeval 
with  our  own,  and  that  trade  has 
not,  as  asserted,  undergone  any  con¬ 
siderable  increase.  In  proof  of 
this  assertion  of  the  comparative 
insignificance  of  the  clandestine 
trade,  (or  that  carried  on  by  fo¬ 
reigners  on  British  capital)  a  state¬ 
ment  is  exhibited,  the  result  of 
which  is,  that  on  a  medium  of 
four  years  ending  in  April  1799, 
44  of  the  total  exports  of  Bengal  to 
Europe  and  America,  amounting 
to Rs. 21, 700, 000,  only5,6oo,ooo, 
go  to  foreign  parts.  Of  that  sum, 
the  really  neutral  trade  appears  to 
be  3,100,000,  and  the  clandestine 
trade  carried  on  under  foreign  co¬ 
lours,  2,500,000,  or  250,0001. 
|>er  annum.  With  regard  to  the 
improvement  of  the  productive 
powers,  the  export  commerce  of 
our  Indian  possessions,  the  Di¬ 
rectors  admit,  that  if  the  fertility 
of  the  soil  were  alone  considered, 
its  capacity  is  indefinite  ;  but  they 
maintain  that  the  genius  of  the  na¬ 
tives  being  adverse  to  foreign  com- 
merce,  after  India  has  paid  by  her 
commodities  for  her  limited  pur¬ 
chases  of  European  manufactures, 
the  tribute  and  the  gains  of  British 
individuals,  are  the  only  means 
which  remain  of  an  export  trade 
to  Europe.  But  ought  the  transfer 
of  British  capital  to  be  encouraged 
for  that  purpose  ?  Of  the  old  sta¬ 
ple 
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pie  commodities  the  present  scale 
of  importation  seems  adequate  to 
the  demand  ;  the  articles  of  later 
introduction  are  bulky  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  their  value.  The  trade  in 
indigo  has  been  left  entirely  to  in¬ 
dividuals,  and  received  every  pro* 
teCtion  ;  Bengal  does  not  raise  cot- 
ton  enough  for  her  own  manufac- 
tures,  that  imported  to  London  is 
of  foreign  growth,  and  if  laid  open 
must  interfere  with  the  Company’s 
trade  to  China ;  sugar  does  not 
yield  a  price  sufficient  to  encourage 
a  large  exportation  ;  coffee  is  also 
a  foreign  production,  and  a  regu¬ 
lar  supply  of  saltpetre  is  of  too 
much  national  importance  to  be 
left  to  the  caprice  of  individuals. 
The  Directors  proceed  to  state  that 
the  remittance  of  private  fortunes 
through  the  medium  of  trade,  must 
interfere  with  the  provision  of  their 
own  investment  in  time  of  \yar  ; 
that  it  is  a  groundless  assertion 
that  their  affairs  are  conducted  on 
a  scale  so  expensive  as  to  deter 
them  from  engaging  in  profitable 
speculations,  “  and  feel  themselves, 
warranted  to  maintain,  that  the 
Company  ship  their  goods  in  In¬ 
dia  at  a  less  aggregate  of  costs  and 
charges  than  individuals  do,  and 
realize  the  proceeds  here  at  a  less 
expence,  excepting  the  article  of 
freight.”  If  the  ships  of  British 
individuals  were  permitted  to  go 
and  come  at  pleasure,  a  great 
change  in  the  political  circumstan¬ 
ces  of  India,  must  from  the  nature 
of  things  be  expected.  The  pro¬ 
posed  system  would  confer  right 
and  employment  on  multitudes 
who  might  choose  to  reside  there ; 
there  would  be  a  principle  of  pro¬ 
gressive  increase;  already  the  mer¬ 
chants  there  discover  a  wish  to 
throw  off  all  restraint,  and  it  might 
become  difficult  to  maintain  order 
and  subordination.  “  That  the 
rights  and  usages  of  our  native  sub- 
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jects  might  not  be  encroached  up¬ 
on  in  this  progress,  that  thefe  peo¬ 
ple  though  passive,  might  not  be 
at  length  exasperated,  and  that  they 
rpight  not  from  example,  gradual¬ 
ly  lose  their  habits  of  submission 
to  government,  no  man  can  be 
warranted  to  deny.”  It  results 
from  the  argument  cited,  that  the 
foreign  trade  is  not  increasing  ;  that 
it  were  neither  politic  nor  possible 
to  exclude  foreigners  entirely ;  that 
India  has  no  capital  of  its  own  for 
the  proposed  extension  of  com¬ 
merce  ;  that  it  were  injudicious  to 
transplant  British  capital  for  that 
purpose,  consequently,  that  the 
only  desideratum  is  to  bring  the 
clandestine  trade,  estimated  at 
250,0001.  annually,  direClly  to 
the  port  of  London.  But  should 
this  be  done  in  India  built  ships  ? 
Here  the  Directors  observe,  that 
they  are  not  restricted  from  ad¬ 
mitting  such  if  necessary ;  but  that 
the  systematic  admission  of  any 
class  of  ships  must  virtually  form 
a  new  society  with  peculiar  privi¬ 
leges  3  that  it  would  not  be  easy  to 
prevent  British  capital  from  engag¬ 
ing  in  it  ;  that  having  once  begun, 
they  must  continue,  and  if  the 
usual  channels  of  trade  should  be 
narrowed  by  peace,  other  demands 
would  be  advanced  of  a  nature  di¬ 
rectly  to  lead  to  colonization  and 
its  consequences.  For  these  rea¬ 
sons,  the  Directors  are  decidedly 
inimical  to  the  admission  of  India 
built  ships  ;  they  propose  that  in 
addition  to  the  3000  tons  already 
allowed,  as  much  more  as  can  be 
supposed  necessary  shall  be  sup¬ 
plied,  in  ships  built  by  the  Com¬ 
pany,  of  500  tons  measurement, 
and  appropriated  exclusively  for 
private  goods  ;  and  that  the  freight 
should  be  the  same  as  that  paid  in 
In&la  built  ships.  Such  are  the 
principal  arguments  contained  in 
the  Court  of  Directors’  report ;  a 
D  3  document 
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document  at  once  concise,  perspi¬ 
cuous  and  comprehensive,  and  to 
which  we  could  have  wished  to 
advert  more  minutely,  did  our  li- 
mits  permit. 

In  March  1801,  Mr.  Dundas 
stated,  in  a  second  letter,  his  coin¬ 
cidence  in  every  point,  excepting 
what  regards  the  admission  of  In¬ 
dia  produce  in  India  built  ships; 
he  also  calls  the  attention  of  the 
court  to  a  letter  from  Lord  Wel¬ 
lesley,  in  which  that  measure  is 
urged  in  strong  terms,  and  with 
great  ability. 

In  that  letter,  his  Lordship  states 
that  the  employment  of  India 
ships  for  that  year  ( 1 800)  was  no 
longer  a  matter  of  choice,  for  that 
the  Company’s  expected  tonnage 
was  insufficient  for  their  own  in¬ 
vestment,  and  consequently  to  af-> 
ford  the  3000  tons  required  by 
the  act  of  1793,  for  the  lading  of 
private  goods :  that  though  the 

jnerchants  had  considerably  ex- 
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tended  their  provisions  of  goods, 
still  his  lordship  apprehends  the 
expence  and  inconvenience  attend¬ 
ing  their  conveyance  in  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  ships,  will  not  afford  the 
private  trade  an  adequate  encour¬ 
agement.  His  Lordship  therefore 
recommends  the  plan  of  hiring 
ships  on  the  part  of  the  Company, 
and  of  re-letting  them  to  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  ships,  leaving  them  and 
the  merchants  to  adjust  the  terms 
of  freight.  The  produce  and 
manufactures  of  the  British  terri¬ 
tories  in  India  have  increased,  a 
large  proportion  of  the  trade  is  in 
the  hands  of  foreigners,  and  unless 
means  be  adopted  to  counteract  it, 
that  proportion  must  increase. 
The  trade  of  America  and  Portu¬ 
gal  in  the  year  ending  in  April 
j3oo,  exceeded  that  of  the  three 
preceding  years  in  imports.  Sicca 
rupees  6,398,678,  and  in  exports 
4,392,768.  No  dangerous  con¬ 


sequences  could  result  from  the 
transfer  of  British  capital  for  pri¬ 
vate  trade,  since  it  would  afford 
a  beneficial  stimulus  to  the  indus¬ 
try  of  the  natives,  and  the  agents 
would  act  under  the  Company’s 
regulations. 

In  April  1801,  this  letter  pro¬ 
duced  a  second  report  from  the 
Committee  of  Directors.  They 
observe  that  the  Noble  Marquis 
differs  from  them  in  the  opinion 
they  have  expressed,  “  that  the 
legitimate  and  only  considerable 
object,  in  enlarging  the  private 
trade,  ought  to  be  the  remittance 
of  the  fortunes  of  British  resi¬ 
dents.”  Also,  in  the  propriety  of 
encouraging  the  transfer  of  British 
capital,  which  they  consider  as 
leading  directly  to  the  colonial 
system.  A  third  difference  oc¬ 
curs  with  regard  to  the  systematic 
admission  of  any  class  of  ships 
but  their  own  ;  another  in  the 
danger  accruing  from  foreigners, 
alarming  in  his  Lordship’s  appre¬ 
hension,  while  they  consider  it  of 
little  importance,  when  properly 
guarded  against.  They  add  some 
important  observations  on  the  ac¬ 
count  of  exports  and  imports  for 
1799-1800:  in  that  year  the  im¬ 
ports  exceeded  the  exports  in  1  r 
tons,  and  this  was  perhaps  the  first 
since  our  acquisition  of  the  coun-* 
try  in  which  the  balance  of  trade 
was  really  in  favour  of  Bengal. 
Since  his  lordship  and  they  difi'er 
so  widely  in  first  principles,  their 
conclusions  must  unavoidably 
vary. 

Such  are  the  leading  features  of 
the  reports  which  have  produced 
the  strictures  now  under  review  * 
if  we  have  been  more  diffuse  in 
our  account  of  the  former,  than 
we  may  find  it  necessary  to  be  in 
adverting  to  the  latter,  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  giving  publicity  to  the 
principles  which  will  in  all  proba- 
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bility  regulate  Indian  commerce, 
in  future,  will,  we  trust,  furnish 
an  ampie  apology. 

After  commenting  on  the  injjro- 
du&ory  matter  of  the  Report,  Mr. 
Henchman  states  the  claims  of  the 
British  residents  to  rest  upon  a 
much  stronger  foundation  than  any 
claims  to  a  participation  of  India 
trade,  which  might  be  advanced  by 
London  merchants  :  with  the  for¬ 
mer  it  is  only  a  remittance  trade, 
which  would  otherwise  go  to  fo- 

o 

reigners ;  to  comply  with  the  lat¬ 
ter  would  be  introducing  a  rival 

.  .  O 

capital  against  the  Company.  But 
v<  if  India-built  ships  are  allowed 
to  come  to  the  Thames,  they  will 
willingly  export  the  bullion  and 
the  goods  of  every  English  mer¬ 
chant  intended  for  the  East  Indies, 
at  a  cheaper  rate  than  the  British- 
built  ships,  and  bring  back  their 
returns  in  India  produce  on  terms 
equally  advantageous.”  In  sup¬ 
port  of  this  proposition  he  fur¬ 
nishes  in  the  appendix  a  list  of 
twenty  India-built  ships,  which  in 
the  season  of  1799-1800  exported 
from  London  goods  to  the  value  of 

613,0001. 

After  remarking  that  (i  the  en- 

O 

gagements  between  the  several  go¬ 
vernments  of  Europe  have  con¬ 
firmed  the  privileges  of  foreign  na¬ 
tions  in  India,  and  that  it  is  there¬ 
fore  impossible  to  do  them  away,” 
Mr.  Henchman  proceeds  to  consi¬ 
der  whether  the  trade  of  foreigners 
is  not  progressively  increasing,  in 
the  course  of  which  he  offers  some 
important  strictures  on  the  account 
of  exports  and  imports  published 
by  the  committee.  In  addition  to 
the  2.5  lacks  of  clandestine  trade 
admitted  to  come  from  Bengal,  he 
states  that  from  Madras  at  1 3,  and 
that  from  Bombay  and  its  depen¬ 
dencies  at  18  lacks,  making  an 
aggregate  of  above  30  lacks,  or 
500,000!.  which  he  estimates  to 


require  10,000  tons  of  shipping  for 
its  conveyance  to  Britain,  from  the 
data  furnished  by  the  report.  But 
if  we  advert  to  lord  Wellesley’s 
letter  it  will  appear,  that  in  the 
year  1799-1800  the  trade  from 
America  and  Portugal  to  Calcutta 
alone,  exceeded  that  of  the  three 
preceding  years  in  63  lacks  of  im¬ 
ports  and  43  of  exports;  and  if 
that  year  be  assumed  as  the  stand¬ 
ard  of  comparison,  the  conclusions 
drawn  from  the  comparative  insig¬ 
nificance  of  foreign  and  clandestine 
trade  must  fall  to  the  ground.  T  he 
account  exhibited  by  the  commit¬ 
tee  might  also  be  proved  incorreCt, 
from  the  number  of  foreign  vessels 
cleared  outwards  ;  and  its  inaccut 
racy  is  corroborated  by  the  detec¬ 
tion  of  the  knavery  of  the  custom- 
master’s  native  servant,  who  had 
abetted  some  individuals  in  evad¬ 
ing  the  payment  of  duties. 

Mr  Henchman  proceeds  to  re¬ 
mark  on  the  trade  in  cotton,  sugar, 
and  indigo,  of  which  the  projected 
investments  must  principally  con¬ 
sist  :  we  do  not  perceive  that  he 
offers  any  arguments  calculated  to 
disprove  the  assertions  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  who  state  that  Bengal  does 
not  produce  cotton  sufficient  for 

her  own  manufactures;  that  sugar 
.  ° 
is  an  hazardous  speculation  ;  and 

that  the  exports  of  indigo  already 
out  run  the  demand.  The  low  price 
of  labour  is  in  favour  of  the  enter¬ 
prise  ;  but  whether  this  be  suffi¬ 
cient  in  time  of  peace  to  enable  the 
Bengal  merchant  to  enter  into  com- 
petition  with  the  West  Indian,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  disadvantages  of 
a  long  voyage  in  enhancing  the 
charge  on  bulky  articles,  and  the 
higii  duties,  must  soon,  we  ima¬ 
gine,  be  ascertained  by  experience. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  faCt 
in  the  whole  controversy  is  that 
asserted  in  the  Report,  viz.  that 
therejs  no  capital  in  those  territo- 

§  U  4  ries 
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ries  applicable  to  an  extension  of 
their  exports  to  Europe,  from  the 
rooted  aversion  of  the  natives  to 
distant  enterprises.  This  fadl  the 
candour  of  the  respectable  and  able 
•writer  obliges  him  to  admit ;  but, 
says  he,  the  better  employment  of 
their  capital  “  is  to  raise  such  pro¬ 
duce  and  prepare  such  manufac¬ 
tures  as  are  fit  for  the  European 
markets.’  ’ 

Mr.  Henchman  exculpates  the 
Directors  from  the  charge  of  deli¬ 
berately  obstructing  the  aCt  of 
1793,  though  he  contends  that  the 
expense,  uncertaint)r,  and  insuffi¬ 
ciency  of  tonnage  completely  pro¬ 
duced  that  effeCt.  He  afterwards 
considers  the  objection,  that  the 
increase  of  private  trade  would  mi¬ 
litate  against  the  provision  of  the 
Company’s  investment  in  time  of 
war,b)r  p re-occupying  the  fortunes 
of  their  servants,  and  asks  whether 

they  prefer  having  to  contend 
with  the  British  residents  in  India 
while  trafficking  with  foreigners, 
rather  than  when  they  have  a  chan¬ 
nel  of  trade  immediately  to  the  port 
of  London  ?”  Mr.  blench  man 
next  proceeds  to  combat  the  Direc¬ 
tors’  assertion,  that  their  trade,  ex¬ 
cepting  in  the  article  of  freight,  is 
conducted  in  a  more  economical 
manner  than  that  of  individuals  ;  a 
position  which  he  says  not  only 
militates  against  received  opinions, 
but  which  is  false  in  fa  CL  But 
this  argument  does  not  constitute 
a  necessary  part  of  the  discussion  : 
we  pass  to  the  next,  which  relates 
to  the  competition  between  the 
Company  and  private  traders, 
where  a  very  important  reflection 
is  incidentally  introduced,  which 
we  think  it  useful  to  extraCL 
“  The  opposite  characters  in 
which  the  Company  stand  of  sove¬ 
reign  and  merchant,  are  on  this 
occasion  brought  into  view,  and  if 
any  additional  evidence  were  ne¬ 


cessary  to  shew  that  they  are  in¬ 
compatible  one  with  the  other,  it 
is  here  adduced :  for  it  is  clearly 
of  more  advantage  to  the  general 
prosperity  of  India,  that  one  addi¬ 
tional  cargo  should  be  manufac¬ 
tured  and  disposed  of,  than  any 
increase  of  profit  that  could  accrue 
to  the  Company  on  their  invest¬ 
ment,  from  the  suppression  of  so 
much  productive  industry,  amongst 
their  Asiatic  subjects.”  In  this 
passage  the  existence  of  a  capital 
applicable  to  the  extension  of  ex¬ 
ports  is  manifestly  assumed.  After 
commenting  on  the  little  appre¬ 
hension  which  the  Report  professes 
from  the  intercourse  with  foreign- 
ers,  Mr.  Henchman  proceeds  to  a 
still  more  important  topic  of  dis¬ 
cussion,  the  dangers  of  coloniza¬ 
tion. 

“  It  must  be  doubted,”  says 
he,  6i  as  often  as  it  is  brought  for¬ 
ward,  that  any  set  of  men  can 
commence  colonization  in  a  coun¬ 
try,  where  the  system  of  govern¬ 
ment  is  absolute,  and  hostile  to 
such  an  attempt ; — where  the  go¬ 
vernors  are  constantly  watchful  in 
preventing  it ;  and  to  that  end  it 
is  made  the  law,  that  these  adven¬ 
turers  shall  not  be  allowed  to  pos¬ 
sess  lands,  or  ever  go  beyond  ten 
miles  distance  from  the  sea-shore, 
and  that  only  at  the  principal  fac¬ 
tories  ; — where  all  the  natives  with¬ 
out  exception  will  unite  to  give  in¬ 
formation  of  any  Europeans  that 
may  attempt  to  settle,  some  from 
an  apprehension  of  their  exercising 
power,  and  others  from  a  fear  of 
injuries  or  interference  with  the 
business  or  pursuits  in  which  such 
natives  may  be  occupied  ; — where 
the  prejudices  and  the  interests  of 
the  people  at  large  go  hand  in 
hand  with  the  wishes  of  their 
rulers  ; — where  no  domestic  inter¬ 
courses  are  entertained  between  the 
native  inhabitants  and  the  British  ; 
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.-—where  the  religion  and  laws  of  the 
Asiatics  prevent  intermarriages  ; — 
where  every  Englishman’s  name 
is  entered  in  a  register,  and  the  law 
authorizes  the  governor  to  send 
home  any  one  at  a  short  notice, 
provided  he  transgresses  the  rules 
of  the  Company’s  government.’  * 

Mr.  Henchman  next  examines 
the  arguments  by  which  the  Di¬ 
rectors  oppose  the  transfer  of  Bri¬ 
tish  capital,  as  an  employment  not 
likely  to  afford  adequate  returns, 
and  as  tending  directly  to  the  same 
system  of  intercourse  which  pre¬ 
vails  with  the  American  colonies. 
He  argues  with  much  force  on  the 
increasing  scarcity  of  ship  timber, 
and  on  the  aggravation  of  that  ca- 
lamity  by  the  measure  proposed  by 
the  committee ;  and  concludes  with 
a  statement  of  the  loss  resulting  to 
the  Company, from  affording  ton¬ 
nage  to  the  private  trade,  at  a  rate 
so  much  below  what  it  must  cost. 

Sir  George  Dallas  observes  that 
the  question  derives  additional  in¬ 
terest  from  the  peace  that  has  re¬ 
cently  been  concluded,  as  “  the 
first  effeds  of  that  peace  will  be  a 
struggle  on  the  part  of  foreign  na¬ 
tions  to  renew  their  influence  in 
the  east,  and  defeat  the  attempt  of 
rendering  Great  Britain  the  general 
emporium  of  the  commerce  of  that 
quarter  of  the  globe.”  He  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  draw  a  splendid  pidure  of 
the  opulence  and  wealth  of  Bengal 
during  the  government  of  her  last 
subadars.  He  contrasts  that  situ¬ 
ation  with  its  present ;  when  those 
sources  of  wealth  are  dried  up  by 
the  appropriation  of  its  own  reve¬ 
nue  to  the  purchase  of  its  manu- 
fadures,  and  an  annual  drain  con¬ 
stantly  flowing  for  the  support  of 
the  other  presidencies,  and  of  the 
China  trade.  Hence  he  infers  the 


necessity  of  bestowing  every  faci¬ 
lity  to  hercommerce,and  removing 
all  restridions  calculated  to  im¬ 
pede  those  efforts  of  industry, 
which  might  restore  her  to  the 
enviable  pre-eminence  she  once 
enjoyed. 

We  have  thus  endeavoured  to 
give  a  concise  analysis  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  arguments  which  have  been 
advanced  on  both  sides  of  this  im¬ 
portant  and  interesting  question. 
We  shall  not  off  er  any  opinion  upon 
it;  but  we  beg  leave  to  advert  to 
a  measure  which  seems  calculated 
to  reconcile  the  opposite  parties  in 
the  discussion.  The  Diredors 
have  already  offered  to  the  private 
merchants,  an  unlimited  tonnage 
in  the  Company’s  ships,  for  the 
conveyance  of  their  export  trade. 
But  the  private  merchants  say, 
that  this  proposal  would  in  eff’ed 
leave  them  in  the  precise  situa¬ 
tion  in  which  they  are  at  present 
placed ;  for  the  high  price  of  ton¬ 
nage,  in  the  British-built  ships 
employed  by  the  Company,  woul4 
disable  them  from  increasing  their 
investments.  But  if  the  Diredors 
would  agree  to  take  up  India-built 
ships,  for  the  specific  purpose  of 
conveying  the  private  trade  to  the 
port  of  London,  much  of  the  ex¬ 
pense  complained  of  would  be 
saved,  and  the  merchants  of  Cal¬ 
cutta  would  thereby  be  able  to  in¬ 
crease  their  exports,  as  much  pro¬ 
bably  as  the  nature  of  the  trade 
and  the  extent  of  their  capital 
would  admit.  This  measure, 
which  the  Marquis  Wellesley  has 
already  in  part  had  recourse  to, 
appears  to  us  less  liable  to  fair  ob¬ 
jections  than  any  conciliatory  pro¬ 
posal  which  has  hitherto  been 
made. 


“  The 
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6C  The  Tooti  Nameh,  or  Tales  of  a  Parrot  ;  in  the  Persian  Language , 
•with  an  English  Translation .”  pp.  347.  Svo. — Debrett.  1801. 


The  original  stories  from  which 
these  were  extracted,  were  com¬ 
posed  by  a  writer  of  some  reputa¬ 
tion  in  the  east,  named  Nakhsebi, 
from  the  city  of  Nakhsheb,  in 
TransoXania,  theplace  of  his  birth. 
But  his  style  being  difficult  and 
abstruse,  Mohammed  Caderi  com¬ 
piled  the  work  now  translated,  by 
eloathing  the  tales  in  the  language 
of  common  conversation.  So  suc¬ 
cessful,  indeed,  has  this  writer  been 
in  the  execution  of  his  task,  that 
the  style  of  his  work  is  scarcely  on 
a  level  with  that  of  colloquial  in¬ 
tercourse  ;  we  readily  admit,  how¬ 
ever,  that  nothing  could  appear 
more  preposterous,  than  investing 
these  puerile  fictions  in  a  more  dig¬ 
nified  dress*  They  are  manifestly 
calculated  for  the  amusement  of 
children,  but  the  amorous  intrigues 
which  are  chiefly  related,  are  but 
ill  adapted  to  improve  their  mo¬ 
rals.  The-  translator  has  rendered 
at  considerable  service  to  Persian 
students,  by  his  accurate  and  al¬ 
most  literal  version,  commodiously 
arranged  opposite  to  the  corre¬ 
sponding  page  of  the  original. 
The  manner  in  which  these  stories 
are  introduced  is  still  more  artless 
than  that  of  the  Arabian  tales. 

Ahmed  Sultan,  king  of  Balkh, 
had  a  son  of  great  accomplish¬ 
ments  and  wonderful  beauty,  nam¬ 
ed  Memun.  This  prince  amusing 
himself  one  day  in  the  bazar, 
cheapened  a  parrot,  and  was  con¬ 
founded  at  the  enormous  price 
asked  by  the  seller.  But  the  par¬ 
rot  interrupting  the  conversation, 
by  a  long  account  of  his  own  ac¬ 
complishments,  was  bought,  and 
carried  to  the  palace.  H^re  he  in¬ 
formed  Memun,  that  in  a  few  days 
a  large  caravan  would  arrive  from 


Cabul  to  purchase  spikenard,  and 
that  by  securing  the  whole  quan¬ 
tity  in  the  market,  an  immense 
profit  would  infallibly  accrue. 
Memun  took  the  parrot’s  advice, 
and  the  consequence  was  what  he 
predicted.  The  same  prince  was 
afterwards  so  fortunate  as  to  pro¬ 
cure  a  sharec  (the  grant  la  religiosa 
of  Linnaeus,  of  which  Effiffon  has 
given  a  good  description  but  an 
execrable  plate)  endowed  with 
equal  abilities.  Memun  being  de¬ 
sirous  of  seeing  the  world,  left 
s-trieff  injunctions  with  his  wife, 
who  was  also  extremely  beautiful, 
to  undertake  nothing  in  his  absence 
without  the  approbation  of  the 
parrot  and  the  sharec.  After  his 
departure,  Khujista  beheld  from  a 
window  a  young  prince,  then  on 
his  travels  also,  and  a  mutual  pas¬ 
sion  was  the  effect  of  this  distant 
interview.  He  sent  a  procuress  to 
seduce  her  to  his  lodgings,  who 
experienced  no  difficulty  in  per¬ 
forming  her  commission  ;  but 
Khujista  recollecting  her  husband’s 
parting  injunction,  determined  to 
consult  the  sharec  before  she  went, 
thinking  that  she  being  a  female 
like  herself,  would  more  readily 
yield  her  consent.  In  this,  how¬ 
ever,  she  was  disappointed  :  the 
sharec  was  eloquent  against  in¬ 
dulging  her  inclination,  and  said 
the  finest  things  imaginable  on 
virtue,  chastity,  and  connubial 
fidelity.  Khujista,  enraged  at  her 
obstinacy,  took  her  from  the  cage 
and  put  her  to  death.  She  now 
determined  to  see  whether  the  par¬ 
rot  would  be  more  complaisant; 
but  he,  aware  of  the  fate  which 
awaited  him,  highly  approved  of 
her  design,  and  illustrated  his  opi¬ 
nion  by  a  story  which  lasted  till 

morning. 
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morning,  when  it  was  necessary  to 
postpone  her  visit  till  the  ensuing 
night.  Next  night  another  story 
beguiled  the  time  till  morning 
broke  ;  and  thus  matters  continued 
till  Memun’s  return,  when  the  par¬ 
rot  communicated  to  him  all  the 
circumstances  of  his  wife’s  con- 
dud:;  and  she  experienced  the 
same  punishment  she  had  infiitded 
on  the  sharec. — We  insert  the 
nineteenth  story,  which  appears  to 
us  the  best,  as  well  as  the  shortest. 

c‘  I  he  parrot  began — In  time  of 
yore,  there  was  a  wise  merchant 
who  had  a  vicious  horse.  One 
day,  during  the  time  the  merchant 
was  eating  a  meal,  a  person  arrived 
on  a  mare,  and  having  alighted, 
wanted  to  tie  his  mare  near  the 
merchant’s  horse.  The  merchant 
said  to  him,  Don’t  tie  her  near  my 
horse!  The  man  did  not  mind, 
but  tied  his  mare  close  to  the  mer¬ 
chant’s  horse,  and  then  sat  himself 
down  to  eat  with  the  merchant; 
who  thereupon  said,  What  kind 
of  person  art  thou,  thus  to  sit  down 
at  my  table  uninvited?  The  man 
feigned  himself  deaf,  and  did  not 
give  any  answer.  The  merchant 
imagined  the  man  was  deaf  or 
dumb,  and  being  helpless  said  no¬ 
thing  further.  A  moment  after, 
the  merchant’s  horse  kicked  the 
mare  so  violently  that  her  belly 
was  ripped  open,  and  she  died. 
The  owner  began  to  dispute  with 
the  merchant,  saying,  Your  horse 
has  kdled  my  mare;  certainly  I 
will  make  you  pay  me  her  value. 
In  short,  he  went  and  lodged  his 

p 

complaint  before  the  cazi,  who 
cited  the  merchant,  and  he  obeyed 
the  summons,  but  pretended  to  be 
dumb,  and  did  not  give  any  answer 
to  ali  the  cazi’s  interrogatories. 
The  cazi  observed,  the.  merchant  is 
dumb,  and  consequently  not  to 
blame.  The  plaintiff  asked  the 
judge,  How  do  you  know  he  is 


dumb?  At  the  time  I  wanted  to 
tie  my  mare  near  his  horse  he  said 
to  me,  Don’t  tie  her  there!  Noav 
he  feigns  himself  dumb.  The  cazi 
remarked,  If  he  warned  you  against 
the  accident,  what  then  is  his  fault  ? 
Go  from  hence  !  You  are  a  bas¬ 
tard  and  a  blockhead  ;  you  have 
made  your  own  tongue  convidt 
vou.” 

Haramzada ,  in  the  above  pas¬ 
sage,  does  not  signify  a  bastard, 
but  a  scoundrel.  We  have  re¬ 
marked  other  errors,  such  as  Mo- 
hvra ,  a  seal,  being  translated  a 
ball ;  Cushac ,  a  palace,  a  bull,  &c. 
But  its  general  accuracy  does  great 
credit  to  the  translator. 

The  arrival  of  the  caravan  from 
Cabul  at  Balkh  to  purchase  spike¬ 
nard  would  furnish  a  corrobora¬ 
tion,  were  any  wanting,  of  Sir 
William  Jones’s  discovery,  that 
the  perfume  so  much  valued  by 
the  ancient  nations  of  Europe  was 
the  produdfion  of  countries  north 
of  India.  But  indeed  no  inference 
could  be  relied  on  deducible  from 
the  sole  authority  of  Nakhsebi, 
who  has  planted  a  colony  of  Brah- 
manas,  in  the  city  of  Babylon. 
The  second  story,  intituled,  The 
Fidelity  of  a  Sentinel  towards  the 
King  of  Tiberistan,”  is  a  rude 
adaptation  of  the  tale  of  Rajah 
Sutraca  and  Viravara,  the  Rajapu- 
tra,  to  Mahommedan  manners.  But 
the  goddess  Lekhyrni  leaving  the 
mansion  of  the  rajah,  presents  an 
intelligible  image  to  the  mind  of  a 
H  indu  ;  whilst,  the  life  of  the  king 
of  Tiberistan  taking  its  departure, 
and  conversing  with  the  sentinel, 
offers  only  an  absurdity.  Two 
other  apologues  from  the  Hitopa- 
desa  are  contained  in  the  Tooti  Ya- 
meh,  and  both  of  them  disfigured 
by  their  Persian  translator.  These 
are  the  fable  of  the  jackal  dyed 
blue,  and  of  the  barber  who  beat 
the  Brahmana ;  indeed,  Brahnna- 

nas 
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too 


nas  are  frequently  the  heroes  of 
Nakhsebi’s  stories,  which  indicate 
their  original  source.  Such  of  our 
readers  as  are  curious  in  tracing  li- 
terary  coincidencies  where  no  sus¬ 
picion  of  plagiarism  can  be  sup¬ 


posed  to  exist,  may  compare  the 
story  of  the  shopkeeper’s  wife, 
with  La  servante  jvsfifiee,  in  the 
Queen  of  INjayarye’s  Cent  nomel^cs 
N  olivettes. 


cc  An  Explanation  of  the  Elementary  Characters  of  the  Cm* 
nese,  with  an  Analysis  of  their  Ancient  Symbols  and  Hieroglyphics ;  by 

Joseph  Hager,  D.D.”  Folio,  pp.  1 19-  Philips,  London,  1801. 


To  the  Emperor  Fohi,  who 
first  reigned  over  China,  the  in¬ 
vention  of  writing  is  attributed  by 
the  Chinese.  Previously  to  his 
time,  knotted  cords  were  used  in 
that  country,  as  in  Peru,  when 
first  explored  by  the  Spaniards. 
It  will  easily  be  imagined  that  the 
inventions  of  that  period  were  soon 
laid  aside  for  characters  of  a  more 
complex  structure,  and  better 
adapted  to  represent  a  variety  of 
objects,  since  the  idea  of  an  alpha¬ 
bet  never  appears  to  have  suggest¬ 
ed  itself.  Thirty-two  different  sys¬ 
tems  of  writing  appear  to  have 
prevailed  in  China,  either  at  diffe¬ 
rent  periods,  or  synchronously  in 
different  provinces  of  that  empire  ; 
and  Dr.  Hager  has  exhibited  spe¬ 
cimens  of  several  in  the  work  be¬ 
fore  us.  M.  de  Guiegnes  believed 
he  discovered  a  similarity  between 
the  Chinese  characters  and  the 
Egyptian  hieroglyphics;  Mr. 
Raspe  thought  the  same  resem¬ 
blance  occurred  between  the  for¬ 
mer  and  the  Persepolitan  charac¬ 
ters  :  but  our  author  does  not  in¬ 
cline  to  allow  weight  to  either  of 
these  discoveries.  On  this  head 
we  may  be  allowed  to  remark, 
that  if  the  first  hieroglyphics  were 
mere  representations  of  natural  ob¬ 
jects,  some  similarity  might  doubt¬ 
less  be  expected  between  all  of 
them,  without  its  authorizing  any 
historical  inference  of  an  early  in¬ 


tercourse.  Dr.  Hager  himself  la¬ 
bors  to  prove  an  analogy  of  a 
much  more  suspicious  nature  be¬ 
tween  the  Romans  and  the  Chi¬ 
nese.  Their  abacus,  says  he,  was 
similar;  and  “  there  is  not  only 
this  striking  resemblance  between 
the  instrument  for  reckoning  of 
the  Chinese  and  the  Romans,  but, 
what  is  still  more  curious,  a  great 
similarity  exists  also  between  the 
Chinese  and  Fvoman  numerals. 
The  Romans,  contrary  to  the  cus¬ 
tom  of  the  Hebrews  and  of  the 
Greeks,  expressed  the  numbers 
one,  two,  three,  not  by  the 
first  letters  of  the  alphabet,  but 

by 

i.  ii.  iii. 

The  Chinese  express  them  un¬ 
der  the  same  form ;  but,  as  in, 
writing,  contrary  to  the  practice  of 
the  Romans,  they  observe  a  per¬ 
pendicular  order;  their  cyphers 
are  written  in  an  horizontal  posi¬ 
tion,  thus  : 

.  .  — 

»— i  r*  >— 

^  ►— t 

The  Romans  expressed  their 
number  ten  in  this  manner  : 

X. 

The  Chinese,  changing  its  di¬ 
rection,  express  it  thus : 

+ 

The  Romans  expressed  eleven, 
twelve,  thirteen,  thus  : 

XI  XII  XIIJI. 


The 
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The  Chinese  thus  : 


+  +  + 


But  what  is  more  singular,  and 
leems  scarcely  to  be  a  mere  acci¬ 
dent,  is,  that  the  three  chief  Ro¬ 
man  cyphers  I,  V,  X,  or  one,  five, 
and  ten,  are  denoted  in  Chinese  by 
the  same  sounds.  Thus  one,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Dr.  Hager,  is  pro¬ 
nounced  by  the  Chinese,  ye  $  five, 
u,  and  ten,  xe. 

“  Nor  is  this  to  be  wondered 
at,  if  we  consider  that  the  Greek 
philosopher,  Pythagoras,  had  tra¬ 
velled  into  India,  and  perhaps  as 
far  as  China ;  that  he  was  the 
founder  of  a  famous  school  in 
Italy ;  and  that  Numa,  the  legis¬ 
lator  of  the  Romans,  by  whom 
they  were  first  civilized,  was  be¬ 
lieved  to  have  been  instructed  in 
that  school.,, 

“  Why,  asks  Deguiegnes,  do 
both  the  Chinese  and  Pythago¬ 
reans  assert,  that  the  number  five 
designates  nature,  and  is  holden 
to  be  the  first  principle  of  the  uni¬ 
verse  ?  why  is  the  number  nine 
attributed,  by  the  principles  of  this 
philosopher,  to  Vulcan,  and  by 
the  Chinese,  to  fire  ?  Vv  hy  the 
number  four,  to  Eolus,  and  by  the 
Chinese,  to  the  wind  ?  why  two  to 
Rhea,  and  by  the  Chinese,  to  the 
earth  ?  ’  ’ 

As  the  numerical  system,  so  the 
musical,  agrees  in  both  ;  and,  says 
Dr.  Hager,  that  such  a  commu¬ 
nication  must  have  existed,  may 
likewise  be  proved  from  astro¬ 
nomy.  Bailli  has  long  since  shewn 
it  in  his  excellent  history  of  that 
science.  The  same  division  of  the 
Zodiac  amongst  the  Greeks  and 

O 

Romans  as  amongst  the  Chinese  ; 
the  same  number  and  order  of  the 
planets;  their  application  to  the 
same  days  of  the  week ;  are  coin¬ 


cidences  which  could  never  have 
been  merely  accidental/ ’ 

In  this  passage  we  are  concerned 
to  remark  a  singular  confusion  of 
ideas.  Does  M.  Bailli  explain  this 
remarkable  coincidence  by  the  tra¬ 
vels  of  Pythagoras?  Is  the  coin¬ 
cidence  in  the  division  of  the  Zo¬ 
diac  confined  to  that  of  the  Chi¬ 
nese  and  Pythagoreans  ?  Does  not 
the  Arabian,  Persian,  Indian,  Bur- 
man,  and  Siamese  Zodiac  exhibit 
the  same  division  marked  by  the 
same  constellations  ?  Is  not  the 
week  arranged  in  the  same  uni¬ 
form  order  by  every  nation  who 
divided  the  month  into  four  parts, 
and  do  not  the  planets  follow  in 
the  same  order  of  succession  ? 
What  then  is  there  in  this  pe¬ 
culiar  to  the  Chinese  and  Ro¬ 
mans  ?  The  similarity  of  the  Chi¬ 
nese  and  Roman  numerals  is  a  dif¬ 
ferent  affair ;  but  what  a  weak 
foundation  this  circumstance  af¬ 
fords  for  the  construction  of  an 
hypothesis  will  appear  when  it  is 
considered.  All  nations  have  re¬ 
presented  unity  by  a  single  line,  I  ; 
and  probably,  during  a  long  pe¬ 
riod,  the  higher  numbers  were  in¬ 
dicated  by  so  many  repetitions  of 
this  universal  symbol.  The  people 
most  early  civilized  were  the  first 
to  substitute  single  characters  for 
this  inconvenient  mode  of  nota¬ 
tion  ;  among  the  Hindus  this  in- 
vention  is  lost  in  remote  antiquity  * 
as  appears  from  their  treatises  on 
arithmetic,  astronomy,  and  ma¬ 
thematics  ;  the  date  of  which  as- 
scends  to  the  earliest  periods  of 
their  records,  and  in  which  all  the 
numbers  below  ten  are  indicated 
by  a  distinct  character.  Can  it 
be  supposed  that  Pythagoras  would 
neglect  this  elegant  and  simple 
mode  of  notation,  to  bring  from 
China  a  rude,  inconvenient,  and 
cumbersome  one  ?  The  analogy 
then  is  reduced  to  the  names  of 

the 
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the  Chinese  numerals,  which,  in  a 
monosyllabic  language,  affords  no 
cause  for  surprise,  nor  grounds  for 
hypothesis. 

The  number  of  characters  used 
in  Chinese  writing  is  supposed  to 
exceed  80,000,  of  which  many 
are  synonimous  ;  he  who  under¬ 
stands  10,000  is  considered  as  a 
complete  scholar.  The  number 
of  words  in  the  spoken  dialect  do 
not  exceed  350,  and  different  ter-* 
minating  accents  produce  varia¬ 
tions  of  sense  ;  hence  a  prodigious 
number  of  characters  are  announc¬ 
ed  by  the  same  word  ;  and  the 
wits  of  Pekin  amuse  themselves 
hy  writing  poems,  which,  when 
spoken,  present  a  sense  solemn  or 
obscene,  according  to  the  mode 
of  accentuation  adopted  by  the 
reciter.  On  the  whole,  we  may 
venture  to  assert,  that  the  highly 
polished  Chinese  possess  the  most 
imperfect  system  of  enunciation, 
oral  or  graphic,  that  is  to  be  found 
amongst  civilized  societies.  Sur¬ 
rounded  by  nations,  who  from 
time  immemorial  have  used  alpha¬ 
betical  characters,  they  have  sys¬ 
tematically  rejected  this  manifest 
improvement. 

We  are  disposed,  however, 
to  imagine  that  the  matter  has 
not  been  thoroughly  investigated. 
Mai II a  relates,  that  the  different 
sects  in  China  have  their  respec¬ 
tive  characters,  and  asserts,  that 
the  sect  of  f  o  alone  introduced 
26,430  new  characters.  This  leads 
to  some  reflexions ;  the  god  F o  is 
the  Indian  Buddha;  his  priests  are 
the  Tibetian  Lamas,  called  by  the 
Chinese  Bonzes  :  the  treatises  of 
that  sect  are  written  in  the  sacred 
character  of  Tibet,  which  is  alpha¬ 
betical,  and  appears,  both  from 
tradition  and  inspection,  to  be 
derived  from  the  Devanagavi ; 
whence  then  the  new  characters 
of  the  priests  of  Fo  ?  If,  to  render 
them  intelligible  to  the  Chinese, 


they  translated  their  religious  com¬ 
positions,  would  they  not  have 
adopted  the  characters  introduced 
by  them  ?  But  is  it  not  more  pro¬ 
bable  that  they  have  retained  their 
original  alphabet,  with  such  alte¬ 
rations  as  the  peculiar  accentua¬ 
tion  of  their  proselytes  might  ne¬ 
cessitate  ?  Our  doubts  on  this  head 
are  augmented  by  finding  from 
Sir  George  Staunton,  that  at  Can¬ 
ton,  u  a  vocabulary  has  been  pub¬ 
lished  of  English  words  in  Chi¬ 
nese  characters,  expressive  merely 
of  sound. T  Characters  expressive 
merely  of  sound  are  an  alphabet : 
these  characters  must  have  been 
invented  for  the  occasion,  or  rather 
existed  before.  If  the  former,  how 
were  they  understood  ?  If  the  lat¬ 
ter,  as  we  suspect,  an  alphabetic 
character  already  existed  in  the 
empire,  it  may  probably  be  found 
that  the  priests  and  literati  of  the 
sect  of  Fo,  have  used  it  much  longer 
than  is  generally  supposed. 

The  elementary  characters  exhi¬ 
bited  and  explained  by  Dr.  Hager 
amount  to  214.  We  could  have 
wished  that  he  had  stated  whether 
they  be  considered  as  elementary 
by  the  Chinese,  or  whether  he  has 

invested  them  with  that  designa- 
.  .  .  ^ 
tion  ;  whether  it  be  derived  from 

the  simplicity  of  the  symbol,  or 
of  the  idea  represented.  On  nei¬ 
ther  ground  should  we  have  con¬ 
sidered  them  a  priori,  as  elemen¬ 
tary  characters  :  some  of  the  sym¬ 
bols  are  infinitely  complex  ;  the 
ideas  they  represent  range  through 
all  the  departments  of  grammar, 
substantives,  adjectives,  verbs,  ad¬ 
verbs,  &c.  and  present  an  hetero¬ 
geneous  admixture,  irreconcileable 
with  any  general  principle  we  have 
been  able  to  discover.  We  would 
be  understood,  however,  to  speak 
with  extreme  diffidence  on  this 
subject;  we  possess  little  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  Chinese  literature,  and 
the  learned  industry  of  Dr.  Hager 
a  furnishes 


ELEMENTARY  CHARACTERS  OF  THE  CHINESE.  63 


furnishes  a  sort  of  pledge  for  the 
accuracy  of  his  assertions.  Should 
he  prosecute  his  researches  in  this 
department,  it  would  be  satisfac¬ 
tory  to  the  public,  were  he  to 
state  candidly  the  extent  of  his 
own  knowledge  in  Chinese  philo¬ 


logy,  and  the  sources  whence  he 
derives  the  information  commu¬ 
nicated.  His  conjectures  are  en¬ 
titled  to  respectful  attention  ;  but 
the  world  should  be  enabled  to 
discriminate  conjecture  from  ascer¬ 
tained  fact. 


CORRESPONDENCE 

ON 

LITERARY  SUBJECTS. 


To  the  Editor. 


sir. 

Jam  happy  to  find  a  part  allot¬ 
ted  in  your  valuable  undertaking 
for  observations  on  Oriental  lan¬ 
guages  and  literature.  The  lau¬ 
dable  exertions  of  many  gentlemen 
in  the  service  of  the  honourable 
East  India  company,  at  their  diffe¬ 
rent  settlements,  deserves  the  high¬ 
est  encomiums.  From  the  press 
at  Calcutta  many  and  various  have 
been  the  works  on  the  native  lan¬ 
guages  of  Hindustan  ;  the  labours 
of  Mr.  Gladwin  and  Mr.  Gilchrist 
are  well  known.  The  same  spirit 
of  inquiry  seems  to  pervade  the 
literati  of  the  presidency  at  Bom¬ 
bay,  from  whose  press  I  have  to 
announce  a  “  Grammar  of  the 
Malabar  Language,  by  Robert 
Drummond,  of  the  Honourable 
East  India  Company’s  Bombay 
Medical  Establishment.”  This 
work,  which  is  a  thin  folio  vo¬ 
lume,  was  printed  in  1799.  The 
Grammar  is  dedicated  “  To  the 
Honourable  Jonathan  Duncan, 
whose  strenuous  and  unwearied 
exertions,  in  opposition  to  political 
prejudices  and  the  mutual  rancour 
of  contending  religious  sefts, 
equally  intolerant  in  matters  of 
faith,  and  impatient  of  all  legal 
restraint,  have  eminently  contri¬ 
buted  to  the  establishment  of  an 
enlightened  system  of  jurispru¬ 


dence  in  the  province  of  Malabar* 
whereby  the  happiness  of  the 
people  has  been  promoted,  a  state 
of  the  most  atrocious  licentiousness 
supplanted,  and  the  permanent  in¬ 
terests  of  an  important  appendage 
to  the  British  empire  secured.” 
Mr.  D  rummond,  speaking  of  the 
progress  made  by  several  European 
gentlemen  in  the  Malabar  tongue, 
says,  “  I  think  I  may  without 
arrogance  predict,  that,  as  this 
study  is  now  become  the  principal 
pursuit  of  nearly  all  the  company’s 
servants  in  Malabar,  the  business 
of  that  fine  province  will  in  a  short 
time  be  conducted  in  the  language 
of  the  natives,  with  great  ease  to 
the  gentlemen  serving  there,  and 
dignity  to  their  honourable  em¬ 
ployers.  I  am  authorized  to  draw 
this  inference  from  the  progressive 
state  of  peace,  good  order,  and  de¬ 
ference  for  the  officers  of  govern¬ 
ment,  which  had  become  conspi¬ 
cuous,  beyond  all  former  example, 
for  some  time  previous  to  my  quit¬ 
ting  the  province.  My  experience 
in  the  office  of  Malabar  translator 
to  the  commissioners,  contrasted 
with  what  passed  under  my  ob¬ 
servation,  when  acting  in  the  same 
capacity  under  the  committee  of 
government,  during  the  turbulent 
period  of  1797,  may,  I  hope,  jus- 
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tify  this  remark  on  those  unerring 
symptoms  of  subordination  to  the 
laws,  and  its  concomitant  security 
to  persons  and  property,  produced 
in  the  short  space  of  seven  years, 
among  a  tumultuous  race  of  Ma- 
hommedans  and  Hindus,  bigots  in 
religion  and  rivals  in  power,  who 
had,  for  half  a  century  before, 
spurned  the  one  and  disregarded 
the  other,  with  equal  contumacy 
and  wantonness.” 

The  author  says,  that,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  bad  health,  he  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  relinquish  his  professional 
studies  in  that  country;  and  that, 
therefore,  he  intended  to  have  the 
work  printed  in  England  ;  but 
that,  on  his  arrival  in  Bombay,  he 
had  the  satisfaction  to  find  a  fount 
©f  types,  in  the  Malabar  character, 
executed  in  an  unexceptionable 
manner  by  Bheramjee  Jeejebhoy, 
a  Parsee  inhabitant  of  that  place ; 
the  ingenious  artist,  who,  without 
any  other  help  or  information  than 
■what  he  gleaned  from  Chambers’s 
Dictionary  of  Arts  and  Sciences, 
succeeded  in  completing  a  fount  of 
Guzzeratty  types  a  few  years  ago. 

With  resped  to  the  execution 
of  this  work,  1  must  observe,  that 
it  appears  to  be  drawn  up  in  a  clear 
and  perspicuous  manner.  The  fol- 
lowingafe  its  contents : — Alphabet. 
Chap.  I.  Of  the  vowels  and  con¬ 
sonants.  II.  Shewing  the  radical 


consonants  with  the  vowels  joined, 
and  forming  the  first  natural  or 
simple  syllables.  III.  Of  double 
and  triple  compound  consonants, 
in  five  classes.  IV.  Another  order 
of  letters  whereby  the  Malabars 
make  another  form  of  double  con¬ 
sonants.  N  umerical  marks.- — -Lec- 
ture  first.  Of  the  declension  of 
substantives. — Left,  second.  Of 
the  gender  and  formation  of  the 
nouns,  and  of  the  adjedive. — Led. 
third.  Of  pronouns. — LeCt.  fourth. 
Of  verbs  and  their  conjugation. — - 
Led.  fifth.  Of  the  conjugation  of 
verbs. — Led.  sixth.  Of  causal  or 
effedive  verbs. — Led.  seventh.  Of 
verbs  passive. — Led.  eighth.  Of 
the  verb  personal.— -Led.  ninth. 
Of  impeded  and  anomalous  verbs. 

* — LeCt.  tenth.  Of  verbs  of  ele¬ 
gance. — Led.  eleventh.  Of  the 
other  parts  of  speech.- — LeCt. 
twelfth.  On  the  orthography. — 
LeCt.  thirteenth.  Of  the  principal 
seasons  of  the  year,  and  of  life  ; 
the  signs  of  the  zodiac,  the  months,, 
days  of  the  week,  and  planets. 

Such  are  the  outlines  of  this 
Grammar,  and  the  execution  seems 
to  be  equal  to  the  excellent  plan 
laid  down  by  the  learned  author. 
I  am  happy  to  find,  that  this,  as 
well  as  many  other  books  on  ori¬ 
ental  subjeds,  have  been  imported 
by  Mr.  Debrett.  Wishing  success 
to  your  undertaking,  I  remain. 


K. 
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